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Preface. 


The history of no state of the union is, perhaps, more interesting than 
that of Kansas, The story of the pioneers in their efforts to sow the seed 
of civilization and to supplant nature with art, borders on romance, in inter- 
eet, wiul whether in the chase “on the plains,” in the pursuits of industry, in 
the ranks as soldiers, or in the legislative halls as statesmen, its citizens, on 
the whole, haye shown a wariness, an energy, a bravery and a shrewdness 
peculiarly their own and the pride and admiration of the nation. The inter- 
est awakened in Kansas during its early struggles has continued through its 
years of peace, war and politics and the versatility of its people has always 
kept something original happening in the state. 

In southeast Kansas the mile-posts of civilization were established dur- 
ing the period of state pionvering, but its general settlement and division 
int} municipalities did hot oceur until about the elose of the Civil War. 
This is particularly true of the counties of Neosho and Wilson. Some of 
their pionvers were identified honorably with the contest for freedom and 
many of them were witnesses to the stirring events of the first twenty years 
of our statehood. Tt is for the purpose of making a record of these events, 
to engrave, where they will not be lost or forgotten, the names of those whose 
courage and sacrifice laid the foundation for the prosperity and peace we 
now enjoy, as well as to note the steps by which the present high state of 
material development of the two counties has been reached, that this volume 
hua been compiled and published. : 

The chief ambition of the authors and publisher of thie work has been 
to make it an accurate and reliable history and they have spared no pains to 
verify every important fact herein recorded. Original sources of informa- 
tion have invarinbly been consulted, wherever it was possible to do so, in the 
attainment of this end and the book is as free from “hear say” as it possible to 
attain at this day. When the history of this locality shall be brought down a 
generation henee it will not be possible to gather from first hands the facts that 
vonstitnle the inmost interesting, if not the most important, part of the history 
of the two connties. 

The gentlemen who have compiled aml written the history of their res 
ective counties—T. F. Rayer, of Neosho eounty, and John 8. Gilmore, of 
Uson connty, are men peenbiarly fitted, by reason of their appreciation 

of the value of accurate records and by reason of their personal knowl- 
edge of much that has occurred therein and by their familiarity with relinble 
sources of information, for their work, and in this and the spose preface 
for Wilson county they desire to acknowledge, by personal reference to the 
parties, their indebtedness for the aid rendered them and for the courtesies 
they have received. Those who have responded to Mr. Rager's request for help 


are the Commissioner of the General Land office and the Fourth Assistant Post 
Master General at Washington, D. C.; John F, Roe, D. M. Harris, Col. John 
C, Carpenter, 8. E. Beach, A. 8. Lapham, James M. Cavaness and Frederick 
P, Cone, of Chanute; Hons. J. M. Dunsmore, T. P, Leach and A. R. Sargent, 
of Thayer; Argus P. Rosa, of Galesburg; J. W. Wall, of Ladore township; 
J. C. Colaw, of Shaw; Geo. T. McCaslin, James E. Bell, W. W. Graves and 
Rev. Father Raymond of St. Paul; B. F. Patten, of Harlton; Judge L. Still- 
well, Joseph L. Denison, Judge J. A. and Hon. Seth G. Wells, B. W. Garvin, 
county clerk, A. M. Sailors and W. H. Rees, of Erie; Hon, Geo, A. Clark, 
Secretary of State, Hon. Geo. W. Martin, Secretary of the State Historical 
Society of Kansas and F. M, Riddle, Assistant Adjutant General of the 
Kansas G. A, R., all of Topeka, 

“Biography is history teaching hy example” and no history of any Ameri- 
can community would be complete that did not contain the life record 
many of the men and women that constitute its citizenship. A large portion 
of this volume is, therefore, devoted to sketehes of those who lave, in somes 
honorable way, beeen identified with the political, religious, social, business 
or professional life of this locality. It has been impossible to include alt 
who are worthy a place in it. but so far as it was possible to secure the facta 
and as circumstances would justify, none have beeen omitted whose record is 
an essential part of the history of the two counties. * 

In a recent article Hon. BE. F, Ware, United States Commissioner of 
Pensions and Kansas’ distinguished lawyer and poet, says: “Next to having 
heroes is having historians, A hero who does not get into history is praeti- 
cally wasted. Heroism without history is like a banquet without a guest. 
A good printed history is like a bank, In it the valuables and the jewels 
of the state are kept. Into this bank goes the surplus greatness of the people 
and the state.” 

If this volume shall, in some degrees, merit the accurate and witty 
definition of “a good printed history” then will the publisher of it feel that 
his hopes have been justified. 


SWOCONG HHL | 
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First Inhabitants. 
BY T. FP. BRAGER, URIE, 


In “A Tour of the Prairies,” Washington Irving tells of the country 
some miles south of the present location of Kansas and in doing so practi- 
cally describes the situation as it then was—1832—in this part of the Indian 
Territory, for at that time this was Indian territory and the situation des- 
eribed by him continued to exist here as long as Kansas was a territory and 
ijn fact, part of the time that it was a state, until 1864 when the tide of 
immigration began to eneroaech upon the, Indian country, bringing such a 
pressure to bear, that a purchase of the rights of the Osages to these and other 
lands became necessary. 

The great stretches of prairie, with wild grass as high as the head of a 
man on horseback, the forests upon the river banks, the wooded smaller 
streams, the wild turkey, the innumerable grouse, the wild horse, the herds 
of deer, antelope and buffalo, were all here where Neosho county now lies. 

This was a part of the Osage country and so long as it was held by the 
Indians, it abounded in game of the kinds peculiar to this latitude, so that 
it was indeed a hunter’s paradise. How many hundreds of years prior to the 
occupancy by the Osages that state of things existed, we have no means of 
knowing. We know what happened after the Indians gave possession to the 
white man. he wild animals disappeared. The presence of the white man 
was not healthy for deer, antelope or buffalo. In fact even the smaller game, 
such as prairie chickens and wild turkeys have been known to die suddenly 
upon meeting the emigrant. This was part of the red man’s great store- 
house from which he drew his supplies from time to time as his wants re- 
quired. -The broad prairies, the woods along the streams and even the 
streams themselves, teemed with game that contributed to his larder. 
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He loved the hunt and enjoyed the chase as keenly as did his white 
brother, but it would seem he differed from his white brother in this, that 
he did not kill simply to destroy life, while bis white brother wantonly killed 
for the pleasure of killing. 

We possess 4 mania for destroying wild animals. The appearance of a 
wild deer in almost any community in this state, wonld be an oeeasion fur 
every man and boy to arm himself with s murderons looking gun and hasten 
to attempt the life of the innocent He who succeeded in killing it would be 
applauded, If necessary, hounds would be pnt upon its trail and it honnded 
to death, This explains the disappearance of the game. 

Our predeeessors in ocenpancy of the country now known as Neosho 
county, were Osage Indians who, for consideration, moved out and let us 
move in. Irving, in the work referred tv, speaking of this tribe of Indians 
says: 

“Near by was a group of Osages, stately fellows, stern and simple in 

rb und aspect. They wore no ornaments: their dress consisted of blankets, 
eggins and movvasins; their heads were bare; their hair was cropped close 
except a briatling ridge on the top like tho crest of » helmet, with a long 
scalp Jock hanging betand. They had fine Roman eountenanoes and brewed, 
deep chests.” 

“The Osages are the finest looking Indians I have seen in the west.” 

These Indians were once regarded as a powerful nation, as nations of 
Indians go, The Osage (properly Ouasash, pronounced Wah-sawsh) was at 
home nearly anywhere in the territory of Missonri and the west, They were 
known to the Wrench when France owned Lotisiana and hence the French 
traders came to have the greater influence with them ag they made it a point 
to give them no good reason for doubting their honor in dealing with them, 
In fact many Frenchmen married qmong them. 

As far back as 1796 the Osages divided. The Arkansag band under Chief 
Clermont removed to the Verdigris river where if formed several villages, 
Clermont’s land being abont sixty miles up the river. In 1803 the Little 
Osayes eeparated fom the Great Oxaztes, 

(ieneral Pike visited them in 1806 and bis report shows that then the 
Great Osuvee numbered $43 malee and 861 females. White Hair was chief. 
The Little Osages numbered 824 and Clermoot’s band 1,500, The govern- 
ment sustained by them, wae oxtensibly vested in a nuroher of chiefs, but 
ull menaures proposed by them were submitted to a council of warriors and 
decided by a majority vote. 

The firet treaty was made hetweon them and the United States in 1808, 
when they ceded te the nited States all their right to the lands lying east 
of a line heginning at Fort Clark on the Missouri river, thence in a due sonth 
course to the Arkansas river and down the same to the Missiseippi. 

In 1420 they were located as follows: The Great Osagee of the Osage 
river were in one village 78 miles south of Fort Osage and numbered 1,200. 
The Great Osnges of the Neosho had one village on the Neosho about one 
hundred and thirty-five miles eouth-west of Fort Osage, and numbered about 


ITI8STORY OF NKOSILO VOUNTY, KANSAS. ) 


400. The Little Osages had three villages on the Neosho and numbered 
ete Clermont’s band was then on the Verdigris and were estimated at 

(m June 2, 1825, they relinquished their title to all the lands they claim- 
ed in Missouri and Arkaneas and in addition thereto, ceded to the United 
States all their lands lying west of Missouri and the Territory of Arkansas, 
north and west of Red river. south of the Kansas river and east of a line ty 
be drawn from the headwaters of the Kansas river southwestermly through 
the Rock Saline. 

Th that treaty there was reserved to the Great and Little Osage Tndians, 
80 ner fh they chose to occupy the same, a tract of land described us follows: 

“Beginning ata point due east of White Hair’s village, twenty-five milea 
west of the western boundary line of the State of Missouri, fronting on a 
north and south line, so as to leave ten miles north and forty miles south of 
the point of said beginning and extending west. with the width of fifty miles 
to the western boundary of the lands hereby ceded and relinquished by suid 
tribes or nations.” 

Out of that reservation was afterwards made Neosho county and as will 
it found upon a perusal of the story of the land troubles herein dotatled, it 
was fortunate for the settlers that the county was, af a certain time, a part 
of the above mentioned reservation. 

Of eourse, after this treaty, the Osages left Missouri and all be came 
inhabitants of the reservation, living on the Neosho, Verdigris and other 
streams, . 

Here they had their habitations until after the war of the Rebellion, As 
a people they adhered to the Union cause, although several were noted Con- 
federates. One Regiment of the United States Indian Brigade was composed 
of Osages. Part of the time during the war their villages were raided by 
the ce their horses, enltle and other stock taken away and barns dez- 
troyed. 

The Civil war closed, the fame of the beautiful and fertile valley of the 
Neosho lmd reached those who wanted homes andl the irresistible onward 
mareh of the soue and daughters of the white man swept over the prairies to 
prese the Todian further west where he might take his chances upon thie 
grounds where he was wont to bunt the bison and finally, like him, to fade 
away and be but a memory. 

Therefore a treaty wos made at Canvillo Trading Post, near where Shaw 
now stands, on the 19th day of September, 1805. By that treaty the Osazes 
ceded to the United States part of the reservation above mentioned, described 
ns follows: . 

“Beginning at the south-east corner of their present reservation and run- 
ning thence north with the eastern boundary thereof, fifty miles to the north- 
enet corner; thence west with the northern line thirty miles: thenee south 
fitty miles to the southern boundary to said reservation; thence east with 
eaid lounmlary to the place of beginning; PROVIDED, that the western 
howndary of said land herein ceded shall not extend further west than a line . 
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commencing at a point on the southern boundary of said Osage country oue 
mile east of the place where the Verdiyris river crosses the southern boundary 
of the State of Kansas,” 

So it will be seen that the Osage Ceded Lands consisted of a body of 
land thirty miles wide by fifty miles long taken off the east end of the Osuze 
reservation, The remaining portion of the reservation was designuted “The 
Osage Diminishud Reserve.” 

By the terms of thet treaty the United States agreed to pay the Osages 
the sum of $300,000.00, which sum was to be placed to the credit af the 
Osage nation in the treasury of the United States; interest thereon, at the 
rate of Five per cent to be pairl to the Indians semi-annually in money or 
auch articles or merchandise as the Secretary of the Interior might direct. 

After the ratification of the treaty by the senate, the Indians performed 
their part of the contract by giving up possession of the lund and moving 
upon the diminished reserve. 

1+ would seem that the government was not so prompt in performing its 
part of the contract, for in I877 they emploved Chas. Ewing, as attorney, 
to obtain settlement with the United States and it seems that not wutil June 
16,1680, was a law passed settling their differences. Then there was placed 
to the eredit of the Osages the sum of $1,028,785.15, while Mr. Bwing re- 
evived wus lus fee, $71) 1.48. 

Little now remains te show that those peoplo, the “first inhabitants,” 
aver dwelt here. Traces of their public reads, the “trails? may now and then 
be found reaching away across the prairie, down the hill side, through the 
woods, down the hanks of the stream, upon the opposite side, then away, + 
narrow streak. 

But a fow years ago upon every mound and hill top could he seen tummit 
or onuments of stone containing the dead or part of the dead of some tribe. 
These monuments could be distinguished for miles. But lew, if any, yet re- 
main, 

The Canville trealy was proclaimed by President Andrew Johnson, Jan. 
Isi, 1867, and all seemed clear lor the man in search of a home to find it here 
by making settlement, and purchusing from the government. It is probable 
that but a few would have had the courage to undertake the securing of a 
home here, if the long, weary waiting. the suifering and the sacrifices neces- 
sary amd incident to the struggle, could have been seen. 

Missions, for the religious and secular education of the Osages were carly 
established among them. The Presbyterians established a Mission in 1822 
“on the west bank of Grand (Neoeho) river about seven bundred tiles above 
the junction of the Arkansas and the Mississippi.” That was not in this ter- 
ritory. But in 1894 they founded a station on the west bank of the Neosho 
river, which from description must have been north of where Shaw is located, 
tev. Benson Pixley had charge of it. Another mission named “Boudinot” 
was founded by Nathaniel B. Dodge in 1851. This atation was located on the 
eaxt bank of the Neosho river near the junction of Pour Mile Creek and the 
river. The story of these Missions is told interestingly in the “Herald” pub- 
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lished by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 1825- 


37, kindly fornisbed me by Geo. W. Martin, Secretary Kansas Historical 
Society, as follows: 


Neosho Mission to the Osages. 


“In the course of the last summer, your missionaries projected a plan of 
wetablishing a branch of their mission on the Ne-o-sho river, within the im- 
tediate vicinity of the present Indian village. It was thought, that a mea- 
sure of this kind would furnish greater facilities for acquiring a knowledge 
of the language, communicating religious instruction to the tribe, and indne- 
ing thom to abandon the chase and seek a less precarious subsistence from the 
eultivation of the soil, The plan was approved by your managers, In the 
month of September the Rey, Mr. Pixley removed his family to the new sta- 
tion, and Mr. Bright was instructed to follow as soon as his aid should be 
required," (Herald, Vol. 21, 1825, p 287.) 

*“Neosho—On a river of that name, about 80 miles southwest ol DMar- 
mony. Commenced in 1824. 

“Rey, Benson Pixley, Mrs. Lucia F. Pixley, missionaries; Samuel B, 
Bright, Mrs. Charlotte Sloeker Bright, farmers, 

“Neuvsho is in an agricultural settlement, containing ten Indinn families. 
The number of children mm sehool at Harmony is 40. For other notices res- 
pecting this branch of the mission, see Herald, Vol. 21, p 287." (Herald, 
Vol, 22, 1826, p 4.) 

“Tt is not known whence the Osages came. By their traditions, it appears 
they lived o long time on the waters of the Missouri. ‘Thiey have undoubiedly 
hum ones united with the Kansas, Mahas, Otos, Jeways and Quapaws, for 
they speak the ame, or nearly the same, language. 

Clamore and his hand, separated from the Great Osages about Lorly years 
azo, and moved to the Verdigris. These people are not the Little Osages, az 
is generally supposed, but properly a division of the Great Osages. The Little 
Osages are a small hand who formerly settled on the waters of the Missouri, 
but now reside on the Neosho. And the removal of White Hair’s hand, or the 
Great Usages, from Missouri to Neosho, tools place about four years ago. The 
Villages ave much nearer together than formerly, still a jealousy oxists be- 
tween the different chiefs, each one fearing lest the other should supplant 
him. This jealousy oecasions great trouble in the nation, and makes it dith- 
wilt to eontrel the people. In general counsel, however, Clamore is acknowl- 
edged first ehief. ‘The population of the tribe is estimated at about 8,000, 
of which (lamore’s band is about 3,000, The design of the United States 
yovernment is to unite them as soon as possible under one chief.” (TLerald, 
Vol. 22, 1826, p 269.) 


Their Character, Manners and Condition. 


“The reader, who is interested i watters of the kind now to be exhib- 
ited, may recur > My. Vail’s description of the Osages at pp. 267-271 of Vol. 
22, and pp. 146-145 of Vol, 23, and read them an connechon with the follow- 
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ing, from the pen of Mr. Pixloy, a missionary residing at Neosho. This is 
4 station in the midst of the Osages, about half way between Union and Har- 
mony. Mr. Pixley has been there for several years has endur- 
wl many priyations, for the sake of better opportunities for sacquir- 
ing the language and for studying the maneers and character 
of the tribe. His statements have furnished an effecting U)ustra- 
tion of the ‘religion of nature, as well as of the magnitude of the changes 
to be accomphshed, before the missionary enterprise among that people will 
have fully attained its object. 

“Mr, Pixley’s communication was addressed to the Corresponding Setre- 
tary aud was in answer to inquiries sent to him during the past vear. [1 is 
dated, ‘Neosho. Oct. 24,1827." Our limits constrain us to omit a number of 
passages, amd oceasionally to make abridgements. 


His First Impressions. 


“It is now fully throe years singe | came upon this ground with my little 
family. We found the natives in appearance to have nothing of 
that savage ferocity, so often described as inherent in the fea 
tures or manifestel in the manners of the red men of the 
forest. They seemed to be hold, and pleasant, frank and  hospit- 
able. A stranger just passing tyvough their towns with but a superfi 
cial acquaintance would have a most favorable opinion of their character, and 
could searce coneeive the moral tarpitade and degradation, in which they 
were invyelyed, He would think, that if only the means of improvement and 
civilization were put into their possession, nothing would be wanting to make 
them equal their more highly privileged white brethren, 


Their Actual State. 


*But alas, how mistaken lave been the opinion of many with respect to 
the virtue and happiness of the children of nature possessing a country that 
is scarcely surpassed by any in facilily of cultivation, and capable of produc- 
ing almost every delicate and nourishing frurt und vegetable, these children of 
nature nevertheless are often reduced to the last extremity, as a white man 
would suppose, for the want of food, and are found to subsist for weeks to- 
gether on acorns, and on roots dag out of the prairie, and for ne other reason 
than their idleness and tmprovidence, 

“Vice reigns everywlure, ‘Che shameless effrontery with which they pol- 
lute their common discourse, is not to be known, except to a man who under- 
stands their languayze, for no interpeter feels at liberty to communicate Fully 
the ideas they express, So entirely are they addicted to lying, that no confi- 
dence can be placed in what they say, neither do they pretend to place con4- 
dence in each other. And their intercourse formerly with white people has 
been such, as to give them reason to suppose, that other men in this respect are 
not very different from themselves. So common, also, is their thieving, not 
from white people and their enemies only, but from one another, that there 
is not the least encouragement: to labour and acquire property, since he who 
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plants does it under expectation that depredations will be practiced opon 
him, with the addition of being langhwd at, and called a man of no spirit, if 
he complains.” 

The ery inet Mr. Pixley gives of the family state among the Osagee if 
they can be said to have any, is shocking to every virtuans aud humane feeling. 
Tt is sufficient to say, that according to his description, it could not be rend- 
ered much worse than it is, 

As it respects the kind of labour they perform, I might say, speaking 
generally, that they perform none. They are lamentably destitute of ingenu- 
ity and aptitude in contriving und making things for their use and comfort. 
They seem in this respect to be inferior to the Indiane who formerly inhabited 
New England. Such « thing as a basket I never saw among them. Their 
dress, excepting such as is used in their dances, exhibits deplorable negligerive 
and laziness. Their game has heen so abundant that they have felt little neuwd 
of agricultural labours, and have consequntly established a habit of consider- 
ing it dishonerable for a man to do much besides hunting and going to war. 
Other employments bring upon him an unsupportable derision, Indeed it is 
hardly possible to make you understand with what an iron-handed despotism 
the airy phantom, riducule, holds this people in subjection and drives them 
miserably along to perdition. I offered large wages to a young Osage, Mille- 
‘loler, who has lony attended school at Harmony, to tacace him to remain 
with me during the present winter, and agsist, me in acquiring his language, 
he, at the same time, learning the English. ‘This. he said. he would be glad 
to do, but remarked, “The Osages call me a fool.” Although’ he understands 
mach of oor language, he ean hardly he persuaded to speak a word of it in 
presence of the Indians. 

Another metanee, showing the eurrent feeling ree | the Osages, and the 
prevalunce and power of thie servile fear of riducule, is following: 

A hoy of ten or twelve years of age, was lounging about my house, with- 
ont clothing, and apparently withont shame. When I inquired the cause of 
his heing thua destitute, his mother gave as a reason, that they were poor, 
and had no clothing, I accordingly gave him an old gray garment which 
would have been an abundant covering, uveording to the Indian fashion, But 
us he still continued to go in the same eondition as formerly, I inquired the 
cuuse und was told by his mother, ‘that he was ashamed to pat on the eloth 1 
gave him, because if was not blue,—thut being the color of the cloth uniform- 
iy eold by the tradera to the Indians. Poor creatures! they are ashamed of 
nothing of which they ought to be ashamed, but are nghamed of everything 
that is virtuous and praiseworthy. 

You ask how this people live. If by living be meant place, manners and 
acvommmodations—in the summer it is on the prairies, in the winter in the vil. 
lace huts; three months perhaps-in these huts and betwixt two or three mouths 
on the prairie, the rest of the time they are seattered here and there, a few 
families together, hunting, moving every day or two and lodging where night 
overtakes . Their accommodations are few and eumple. A few wooden 
dishes, two or three horn spoons, a knife and a kettle or two, make up the 
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amount of their household fnrniture. Their houses and manner of building 
them is equally rade, ‘They set two rows of poles in the ground, of different 
Width for their accommodation, and bring them together in a curve at tho top. 
These they cover with fags or buffalo hides and when in their towns have mats 
laul upon the ground to recline and sleep upon. The.r food, while in the town 
is principally jerked ieat, boiled corn, dried pumpkins und beans. Wild 
fruits, acorns and other nuts, in the season of them, make up what is lacking, 
and when their provisions sre exhausted they move off on their hunts. Lf 
they lall nothing the second or even the third day they are not alarmed. Acorns 
or roots of the prairie are still at hand to supply them with a supper, so 
that the fwir of starving is the last thing that would be likely to enter an. 
Osage imine. : 

The women plant the corn, fetch the wood, cook the food, dregs the deer- 
skins, dry their meat, make their moccasins, do all the business of moyiny, 
pack and unpack their horses, and even saddle and wnsaddle the beast on which 
their hushands and other male kindred ride, while the men only hunt and war 
and, when in their towns, go from lodge to eat, and drink, and emoke and 
play ot cards and sleep, for with them it is no mark of ill manners to doje 
away some hours of the day in their neighbor's lodge. And were you here 
new, just to go through their towns on a tour of inspection, you would prab- 
ably find more than four fifthe of the men employed in gaming and geareely 
one enwages in any useful purpose. 


Their Religious Hnowledge and Belief. 


When I tell them T came to teach them the word of God, they eometimes 
sneeringly ask, “Where is God? Have you seen him?” And then laugh that 
T should think of making them believe a thing so incredible as a being who 
seve and takes knowledge of thom, while they cannot see him. They indeel 
eall the earth, the sun and moon, thunder and lightning, God; but their con- 
coptions on this subject are altogether indefinite and confused. Some old men, 
Who are more given to seri¢usness and reflection, frankly declare that they 
know nothing about God,—what he is, where he is, or what he would have them 
do, 

Their ideas of the character of the being to whom they offer their prayera, 
as deserihed at p. 148 of the last volume, may be gathered from the following 
remarks of Mr. Pisley. 

“They often gpeak of Tim as hateful and bad, instead of heing amiable 
und yoo. They often say, “they hate Mim; Tle is of a bad temper: they would 
shoot Him, if fey eould see Tam,” 

Of a fnture state of rewards and punishments they have no conception. 
Some indeed, perhaps the generality of them, have some confused ideas of 9 
luture statu of existence, and pappose if they are painted when they die accord- 
me to the pocnliar mark of their family, they shall be known and join those 
at their esflativis who have died and gone before thom. But these ideas are 
only what roight be called the traditions and superstitions of the common peo- 
ple, and are regarded as foolishness by others, who, in their philosophic pride, 
treat it ass chimera. Only a few duye since, I wae declaring to an Osage the 
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fact, that the soul existed after death in a separate state from the body. For 
come time he seemed, I know not why, strangely intent upon catching a fly. 
Having at length succeeded he crushed the insect to death between his fingera, 
then laying it on the floor and rubbing it about until not a vestige of it re- 
mained, he triumphantly exclaimed, “What remains to exist? Where is the 
soul?” —drawing his conclusions that men died and returned to nothing in the 
sane Way 

Yot of all creatures, continued Mr. Pixley, they seem most subject to sip 
ernatural fear and alarms, This, of iteclf, puts a great check upon their night 
ly depredations, which would otherwise be intolerable. Darkness presents so 
many terrors to their affrighted imaginations, especially around their towns 
where their dead are buried, that few have courage to go seca at night beyond 
the light of their own dwellings. 


Religious Customs. 


Ag it respects their religious customs, one is often reminded of several 
passives of Scripture. When the women cut off their hair, which is their glory 
ond their ornament, as they often do in case of mourning, we are reminded of 
the prophet’s declaration, “Cut off thy hair, O Jerusalem.” In cases of fasting 
alao, the women put earth on their heads and the men ashes or soot on their 
faces, foreibly reminding us of those hypocrites of whom our Savior speaks, 
“who disfigured their faces, that they might appear unto men to fast.” If you 
invite them to eat, when their faces are thus covered with soot and ashea, they 
are very ready to comply, but only on eondition that you first furnish them 
with water to wash, for except they wash they eat not, holding the tradition of 
the elders. In case of the death of any relative, they send for such as (hey 
vhoose should come and mourn for them, though others often join as volunteers, 
[ was witness to a ceremony of this kind where a child had recently died. 
While som were preparing the child for burial, five women of their choosing,as 
T was afterwards informed, stood around crying, or pretending to ery, ma 
a doleful lamentation, At length they ceased, and each went to a skin 
buffalo grease, standing in one corner of the lodge, and took two or three 
pounds apiece, as 4 remunerati n for their services in mourning for the dead. 
und then quietly and cheerful’ returned to their homes. Thus another eoin- 
eidenoe with Seripture is exhibited in their seeking for mourning women, that 
they may come and take up u lamentation. In cases of mourning, also, they 
will not eat until after sun-set, reminding us of David's declaration, when 
mourning for Abner, that he would not eat anght till the sun was down. 


Portraiture of an Osage, 


In the letter which occasioned Mr, Pixley’s statement, he was requested to 
furnish the executive of the board with biographical sketches. In reply be 


saya; a 

‘Ae it respects biographical sketches of particular individuals, T know of 
noone that would be rmpigen. tak that deserves to bo rescued from oblivion, 
yet, if my imagination might be enffered to run through a length of years, and 
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make out a aketch, such as in fact may doubtless be given ty numbers of the 
Osagea, I would first present hit to you botind to & board immediately after 
hie birth, with his hands sud feet so confined as to allow mo motion 
of the hend, which he may turn from one side to the other. IT would next pre 
sent him asa sturdy boy, alniost withont covering, ranging about with his bow 
and arrows in quest of birds, fishes, grasshoppers, ete. AE length he boging f 
put on the airs of a man, and swells with eelf-importunce. ‘Today you may ace 
im with blackened face and surly attitude, neither eating hor drinking, but 
howling and erying in conformity to their manly customs, that ha may find 
suecess In wir, or in some premeditated exenrsion for plunder. After throe 
or four days, as thongh his petition had been grantel, the frightful aspect and 
fiendlike iiage ave inetumoerphosed into a sprightly, tripping dandy most fan- 
tastically painted, his head ylittering with tinsel and waving with plumes, 
talking along with little bells tinkling at his feet, admiring himself and elated 
a: the admiration he fancies himself to be receiving from others, At length 
the time for war arrives, when, equipped with his bow and arrows, a little 
parched corn, and # spatre pair of moccasins, he marches off with his compat 
Tints to acquire the distinguished honor conferred on those who succeed in kteal- 
ing horses, killing men and murdering women and children. In this excursion 
perhaps he falls, but comforts himself, in hie last momenta, that he eball rest 
umong those braves, whose bones whiten on the prairie and that he dies in the 
field of glory, and shall be the subject of songs of lumentation and praise 
by his nation. Or, if more fortunate, he escapes the hatchet of his enemy an 
lighte on # little child or an infant, he gives it 1 gentle rap then hands it to 
another of tis companions who does the same and hen to a third who cuts off 
its head; and thus, by « singular réfinemont of policy, three braves are made 
by the rig of one person and that an infant. us elevated, he returns 
home mall the pride of superiority and inaolence of military prowess. He has 
become a brave and assumes airs accordingly. And now he marries and his 
bride conducts him home to the lodge of her parents, where he takes command 
and ever afterwards holds the whole household in subjection to himself—the 
father and mother of hie wile and all theiy-‘hildren not excepted. Having 
now asvended the neme of his elevation, it i« -ot long before he begins to de. 
deen(l, an the older le grows the loss he iat) ected, and at last dies without 
virtiw, and his burial is ike the burial of an aniinal, 

Mr. Pixley, in a letter dated 25 of December, states his own views respuct- 
ing the present state and the prospects of a mission among the Osages. He 
if situated within the present himits of the tribe and near tu one of the largest 
villages. He has obtained ench an acquaintance with the languuge of the peo- 
ple, as to be able to eonverse with them and preach the Gospel, without an in- 
terpeter. 

“| never felt myself more at home eS the Oeages thar at present. 1 
never had more of their confidence, and indeed never hud higher bopes of 
eventual success. Some of the principal men told me yesterday they would 
never more think so lightly of what I aay to them. T ser nothing why the Gos- 
pel should not lake as complete effect here, as st the Sandwich Telands, or olae- 
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where, when the communication shall be fully made, under circumstances calou- 
later to inspire them with a belief of its truth. Two evenings since T went into a 
lodge for the special purpose, ac I often do, of trying to communicate some- 
thing in order to enlighten their benighted minds. After talking awhile, at 
their requcet, L sang a hymn of my own composing in their language, relative 
to the omniscence and omnipresence of God, az judge of the world, and with 
respect to the fulore state of the righteous and the wicked. But what made 
the scene peculiarly pleasant was the fixed attention of two children between 
nine and twelve years old, who came from the other end of the lodge, and draw- 
ing close to me, listened with great interest, and seemed to understand and 
drink in all that I said, Dark and gloomy as this valley is, sometimes a ray 
of hope so shoots across my cheerless path, that, ungrateful and unworthy as 
Tam, 1 should greatly udd to these, if 1 did not acknowledye that my enp 1s 
mingled with conusolations neither few nor small, and that the bitterest trials 
and self-denials of missionaries are more than made up to them, in the inward 
comfort and peace they are permitted to enjoy. It ts no unconunon thing now 
to hear this people when they emoks, oall upon God to give them good thoughts 
and lewd them in the right hand path, instead of asking for success in killing 
Pawnees und stealing horses; not that they have laid those aside, but it shows 
that what is said to them.is taking root and is conversed about. Who wonld 
think it strange if, in these days of God’s working, this valley of dry bones 
should all at onee begin to move? Indeed, I think it more likely | shall not 
he prepared for such an event, than that it will not come. God's promises are 
sure, Et, alas, too often his people are uot ready, waiting and preparing for 
their accom plishment.”"—( Herald, Vol, 24, 1824, p. 125.) 

Circumstances caused the committee to deem it expedient to relinquish for 
the present the station called Neosho and Rey, Pixley and his family is now 
laboring among the white settlements in Missouri, bat will probably soon te- 
sume his labors among the Osages—( Herald, Vol. 26,1830, p, 12.) 


Mission at Boudinot on the Neosho. 


Mr. Doge, who was formerly the superintendent of the station at Har- 
niony, has recently been authorized to remove with his family and form a new 
station near one of the large villages of the Osages, that he may have more 
constant udeess to the adult Indians, for the purpose of preaching the Gospel 
to theom—(Herald, Vol. 27, 1831, p. 46.) : 

Bondinot, ninety miles north of Union. Nathaniel B. Dodge, missionary ; 
Mrs. Dodge.—( Herald, VoL 28, 1832, p. 4.) 

Extracts from » letter from Mr. Dodge, dated Poudinot, Oxage Nation, 
March 12, 1852: 

Difficulty of Collecting the Osages. 

“The influence of white men doing husiness among them is no sinall bar- 

rier in the way Several times, during tne past year, an audience could not 


be obtained among the Indians on the Sabbath, in consequence of the agent 
or trader being there, or expected to be there on bnsinass. However, I have 
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made it a regular point to visit the Indians, on the morning of each Sabbath, 
when there was ho providential hinderances, and to preach if I could obtain 
hearers, and if nol, to Converse with euch as I could find. In the afternoon. [ 
make a point of holding an exercise with my family and others, who occasion- 
allv attend the station, During the most part of the winter, I have held a 
third exercise with a little band, who are encamped ak the station.”—( Herald, 
Vol. 28, 1832, p. 290.) 


Preaching at the Osage Villages. 


Kixtract from a letter of Mr. Dodge, dated December 1, 1832. 

On the Sth of September Mr. Vail and Mr, Washburn came up te visit the 
several villages and preach the Gospel to the people. This occasion was parti- 
juliarly interesting on account of some of the young converts from Harmony 
atation coming over to attend with us. The first Sabbath of September was 
spent at White Hait’s town. We first collected all we could of every description 
and preaened te then, and aflerwnidls we asgembl.a the women in one place 
and the boys im another, at the same time. <A girl, one of the young conyerts 
from Harmony interpeted to the females. She aiso conversed with some of 
her female friends, and endeavored to direcl their minds to the great salyation 
of the Gospel, On Monday and Toeaday following we held meetings for prayer 
anil sreaehtiiig at the station, where some of the Indians came and wttended 
with us. On Wednesday we wert to the Bear's town and spent the day in 
preaching the Gospel to them. There two of the young men who had lately 
entertained hope ventured to open their mouths for Qod. One of them had 
formerly lived in that town in his vilenese and folly. With teare in his eyez 
he conleseed the wickedness of his life and said he hoped he had now found 1 
better way. THe invited and entreated them to go with him in the service of 
God. The other also followed him in resomumending them to the same source 
of hope and consolation, The young woman conversed with her female friends 
and altogether made the season very pleusant and interesting. On Thursday wo 
all went to Wah-soesho® town, Our visit here was very much interrupted by 
company of traders, who came into the town just as we arrived, and kept the 
people in a constant tumult all the time we were there. We almost despaired of 
getting any together, but at length a few came in and we hold a short oxerciee 
with them, Here again our young friends took an active part in exhorting the 
people to attend te the concerns of their souls, and one of them closed the 
meeting by praver in the Osage longnage. This is a new era in the Osage mis 
sion, The people never before, to iny knowledge, heard one of their number 
pray in their own tongue, and it is new also to hear exhortions upon the 
subjeet of religion from their own kindred, 

What effect this interesting meeting may have upon the minds of the peo- 
ple we are nol yet able to determine, but with the blessings of God we are sure 
it will produce fruit unto everlasting life. Destitute of this we know nothing 
can be accomplished.—( Herald, Vol, 29,1833, p, 61.) 

An invitation has just come from White Hair’s for a united expedition 
against the Pawnees, in honor of their chief, who has deceased since our tour 


MIelORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS, \) 


in April. In repby to my remonstrances, 1 principal brave, one of whose namics 
is Wahkondah, observed that if they had cattle and farming implements they 
would stay nt home and there would be no more quarrelling about the buf- 
falo. Hearing me tell the women how easily they might make clothing for 
their families, the ehicf said, “You must come and have your wife inake clothes 
whure our women can see, and then they will soon learn—talk is nothing.”— 
(Herald, Vol. 29, 1833, p. 184.) | 

Extracts from a letter of Mr. Dodge, dated at Bondinot, March Ist, 188+. 

After noticing the goo health enjoyed by the missionary family and the 
vervral prosperity which had attended the temporal affairs of the station, Mr. 
Dodge rermurks on the 


Discouraging Aspect of the Mission. 


“As ib meepects the effect of the Gospel among this people there is noth- 
ing more than formerly to cheer the hearts of our patrons or the religions pub- 
lie. [lh anything 1 think the prospects haye been more gloomy than ever before 
in some respects. There hive been mere difficulties in the way of wceces to 
them than usual, in conseyuence of the war spirit which has reigned among 
them, 1 hive sought opportunities of preaching to them at the station antl ut 
their villages, and to do what I could for their improvement, but whether it 
will effuct anything for their everlasting good remains yout in the eeeret coun- 
vils of Jehovah. Regular worship has been kept up at the station on the Sal- 
bath, and when Indians have heen present, the tliecourse has ponvrally bean 
interpreted. The commissioners of government are negotiating a treaty with 
the Osages, und if it gues into effect they will be removed trom their present 
reservation some distance northwest of this, There is a strong probabiltty that 
this will take place in the cowree of the coming year. One of the United 
States’ commissioners visited the Pawnee Mahuws, the Otoe, the Omahaws and 
several other tribes up tho Missouri last fall and with their agent brought 
about tifty Pawnees and Otos through the country as far us Mort Gibson, ou 
the Arkansas river, for the purpose of establishing peace with the various Ind- 
jan tribes. They spent some time among the Osages, were kindly treated, and 
articles of peace were signed between them The Osages made them handsome 
presents, and they went away highly gratified with their yisit. [ converser with 
the agvnt of these Indians respecting the prospect there would be of improving 
the Indians under his charge by means of schools and missions, He seems to 
it desirous of getling the right kind of men among them, and is calculating 
tu send them a number of families of farmers and mechanics. They aro very 
desirons of having school teachers come to teach their children, The agent 
thinks there would be nothing in the way of missionaries going among them, 
and it appears very evident to me that the way is now pertectly open for mis- 
gions to be established among the Omahaws, the Otes and the Pawnee Mahaws. 
The sooner it can be done the better it will be. 

Mies Choate come to the station lust fall for the purpose of teaching my 
own children, and using what influence she could to induce the children of 
the Osages to receive instruction, In this business she has been unwearied, 
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A number of the Indian children bave been in occasionally aod some of them 
have committed the greater purt of the alphabet, and have received instruction 
hy pictures and in various ways, bat from the total indifference of the parents 
ond fickleness of the children, they Lave uttended so unateadily that they have 
received very little benefit. I Yelieve, however, that if suitable accommodat- 
ions were privided and the children could be taught in their own language 
something could be done by schools in the midst of them. 


But in the midst of our discouragement we haye reason to bless God that 
geome advances are made in the improvement of the Osages. While a few, a4 
we trust, haye been converted to Christ quite a namber of the youth are already 
qualified, or heomming qualified, to cevupy useful stations in life, provided they 
can be direeted ina proper course. For this purpose the most effectual means 
should he wed to induce the youth, when they leave the school, to scttle down 
to work in thir own country, wader the direction of the missionaries or some 
suitable person appointed by the board for that purpose. If something of this 
nature cannot be efected, the expense of their education is in danger of being 
almost, if not entirely, lost. Thorw is new quite a company of young people 
who have been benefited more or lves by the schoola, numbers of whom. are 
regularly married and some of thom dome well. “The first uiarriage 
umony the Indigns on the Nvosho took place on the 6th of last month, I was 
requested by the agent to visit the agency on that day to join in marriage 
Joseph Lasweese and Julia Mongrain, the former a half-breed, educated at Un- 
ion and the lattar # daughter of the United States interpeter, but without odn- 
cation, The marriage wae solemnized in the presence of a large collection of 
Osages, The remarks and veremony were interpeted into the Osage language. 
us the bride did not. understand Mnglish. All appeared highly gratifled with 
the new code of marriage. The agent provided a dinner for forty or fifty per- 
sone, dizht or ten of whom were chiefs and head-men of the Osages, and the 
next day he feasted something like one hundred Osages. I was called upon 
last Octoher af Harmony station to unite another couple in marriage. The 
young man was a Delaware, and is atawork with the United States’ blackemith 
among the Delawares, learning the trade, and the girl was Betsey Rogers, a 
half-hreed Omahaw, who has received a good education at the Harmony school. 
—(Herald, Vol. 30, 1844, p, 158.) 

Owing to the inconvenient location of the Union and Harmony stations, 
each heing forty or fifty miles from tho present Osage territory, it has been 
thought expedient to discontinue missionary operations at both, and as the 
Osages are at present in a state very unfavorable for enjoying the benefit of 
Christian instruction. on oeeount of the wneertainty which oxiets rolatiye ty 
the place of their future residence, Rev, N, B. Dodge and Mesers. D. H. Austin 
and A, Redfield, with their wives, have signified their desire to retire from the 
field of labor and they have accordingly heen honorably released from the fur- 
ther service of the hoard. Rey. A. Jones will, for the present, labor in the 
white settlements near Harmony, though without any immediate connection 
with the board, snd if there should hereafter be a favorable opening among 
thu Osages, he will resume his labors—( Herald, Vol. 32, 1856, p, 194.) 
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A bool entitled, “Washashe Wageresse Pahugeel se." (Osage First 
Boole), was printed in Boston in 1834, After the Presbyterians abandoned it 
the Baptist took up the work, but no record thereof giving details, exists, be- 
equse of the destruction of their historical library by fire. I seame that lease 
MeCoy inaugurated the movement on the part of the Raptists in 1828; thas fn 
in 1832 a mission was inaugurated under the superintendency of Rey. J. Lykinus 
of Shawnee Mission. The only definite statement in relation thereto is as 
follows; “School: Mr. I. D. Blanchard and Mra. Blanchard, teachers. Ten 
scholars instructed in English. Three of them are fed and clothed at the 
expense of the mission and the residue by their parents, Two of the latter 
reside in the mission family.” The location of this mission is not known, but 
it was probably in this county. 

Tu May, 182%, Rev. Father Charles De La Croix, who had been appointed 
missionary for the purpose of establishing churches among the Osages by the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of New Orleans, Rt. Rov. De Bourg, reached a point 
where the Osage Catholic mission was afterwards established (now St. Panl, 
in this county), and there in the line of his duties proceeded to initiate the 
Red Man into the mysteries of religion by baptizing on May Sth, Antone Cho- 
teau, born, 1817. ‘This is the first known haptisin within the limits of this 
country and prohably the first within the limits of the territory now occupied 
by the state. This missionary did hard and faithful work, but the continual 
exposure, to which he was not inured, made his sojourn brief. Returning to 
Missouri after a short time he died, his death being the result of nis exposure 
among the Indians. 

Rey. Charles Vau Quiekenborn succeeded him. Most of his work was done 
among the Osages in Missouri, bul in 1827 he was among them upon the Neo- 
sho. Tn 1828 he uniled in marriage Francis D, Agbenu, a half-breed and nn 
Osage woman named Mary. He died in 1828 Various other onssionaries 
visited and worked among them until 1847, when, at their request, Rt Rev. 
Father Kenrick, Bishop of St. Louis, appointed Rev. Father John Sehoen- 
makers, &. J., to he superior of the mission then to he established upon the 
Neosho river. Fgthor Schoonmakers, aceompanied by Father John J. Bux anil 
Fr. Colleton arrived at the mission April 28,1847, and was given possession 
of the two building then in process of construction by the Indian department. 
Tt was then designed to establish separate schools for the Indian boys and girle. 
A small nmunber of the Osage childrey wore collected and a manual school 
was started, 

October lst, 1847, several sisters of Loretta, under charge of Mother Con- 
cordia Tlenning, among them, Mother Bridget, nee Hayden, came from Kentu- 
cky to teach the Indian girls. 

Father Paul Pongiglioni reached the mission «1841. The number of Ind- 
ian boys and girls in attendance increased so rapidly that it became necessary 
to erect new buildings or add to thos already there. The result was that from 
time to time, as necessity required the buildings grew in size but not in beauty. 
Not only the achool buildings but the church building became Inadequate. This 
was romodied by adding to ‘the house used as a church thus extending the 
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length thereof. Th2se additions to the church were all discernible frora within 
as well as without, so that part of the house showed the heginning and the 
othr parts gave evidence of its steady growth. ‘These together testified to the 
success of the Fathers and of the Sisters in establishing a school here among 
the Osages. So from 1847 till several years after Kansas became a state, the 
church buildings lengthened out till what bad been a small cabin was 93 feet 
long and 30 feet wide. The other buildings kept pace, but yet they were all 
found to be hampered and small, especially after the county began to settle 
by the white people, and being of indescribable architecture their appearance 
cid not please the taste of those who took the place of the Osages, so new and 
expensive buildings were determined upon. However, the old buildings re- 
mained for several years after the Osages had removed from this part of the 
slate, 

The prosperity and success of the Indian school are shown by the fact that 
the ayerage attendance of the children from 1855 to 1865 was 150. After the 
removal of the Indians their spiritual needs were ministered to for a time from 
the mission here, the Fathers making the long trips on ponies usually. Father 
Ponziglioni, although growing old in years,yet in appearance young and strong 
made many trips to the Osages, enduring hardships, experiencing hunger and 
exposure; often sleeping upon the ground in heat and in cold, in sunshine and 
in rain, but an ever welcome yisitor to the Indian village. Of course others had 
like experiences, but we know not the extent of their work nor how much trou- 
ble or hardship they endured, for they were not given to boasting. 
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Location, Natural Resources, First Settlers, 
Early Political Conventions and 
County Seat Agitation. 


The territorial legislature designated that part of southeast Kansas, 
afterwards known as the Osage Ceded Lands, “Dorn County.” This was a 
hody of land on the east ond of the Osage reservation thirty miles wide and 
extending north from the south line of the Kansas Territory, fifty miles, more 
definitely described in another part of this history. It waa named in honor 
of A. J. Dorn, a popular Indian agent, but as the legislature which named the 
county for him wae a atench in the nostrils of all the free state men and nearly 
every other actual resident of Kansas, as it was regarded as having been elected 
or returned by citizens of Missouri instead of citizens of Kansas, his name was 
a continual reminder of the aroma surrounding the hogus legiglature, so that 
the legislature of 1801 did not lose any time in wiping the name from the man. 
Neosho county has no territorial history. It was named June 3, 1861, after 
Kansas had become a state. It covered the same territory formerly called Dorn 
county and was occupied by the Osages and continued to be oceupied by them 
till after the treaty in 1865. Settlers had begun to take claims prior to the 
date of the treaty, so that on November 2nd, 1864, Governor Carney proclaim- 
ed the urganization of the county with R. W. Jackson, Simeon W. Hadden and 
S, I. Beach commissioners and J. L. Fletcher, county clerk. 

An ach of the legizluture approved February 26, 1866, established the 
boundaries of Neosho connty as follows: “Commencing at a point on the 
north line of the Osage lands as established by George C. Van Zandt, in the 
year 1859, to correspond with the southeast corner of Allen county; thence 
run due south to the south line of the state; thence due west twenty-four miles ; 
thenee duo north to the said north line of the Osage lands; thence east along 
said Line twenty-four miles to place of beginning.” 

By which it will be seen that Neosho county was made twenty-four miles 
wide by fifty long. It remained in that shape but a short time. Prior to the 
treaty of 1865, settlements had been made in the north part of the county and 
in the south end about where Chetopa and Oswego are now located and strange 
as it may seem to Kansans, there were 4 few men among the settlers who were 
willing that office, as well as the emoluments thereof, might be thrust upon 
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them. And as this feeling existed in each end of the county, in order that 
there might he move room for gratification of ambition, it was suggested that 
two counties be made out of one, This suggestion, being at once agitated, was 
adopted and so the legislature of 1867 by an act approved February 7th, divid- 
ed the county, making Labette county out of the south part. The lines of 
Neosho county as established by that act, commenced at a point on the north 
line of the Osage lands corresponding with the southeast corner of Allen county 
thenee due sonth to the north line of Labette county; thence due west on the 
north line of Labette connty twenty-four miles to the northwest corner of 
suid Labette county; thence due north to the north line of the Osage lands; 
thence along said line twenty-four miles to place of beginning. 

The latest expression of the legislature establishing the boundaries of 
Neosho county will It found in Section 2, Chap. 39, Session Lawe of 1870, 
is as follows: 

“Commencing on the township line dividing township twenty-six and 
twenty-seven, al a point corresponding with the southeast corner of Allen 
county; thence due south to the northeast corner of Labette county; thence due 
weston the north line of Labette county twenty-four miles to the southeast car- 
ner of Wilson county; thence due north with the east line of Wilson county, 
ui the township line ¢ividing townships twonty-six and twenty-seven; thenoe 
east on said township line twenty-four miles to place of beginning.” 

This places Neosho county in the second tier of counties north of the 
south line of the state and in the second tier of counties weat of the east line 
of the state. 

The Neosho river enters the county on the north, three and a half miles 
east of the northwest corner and crookedly traverses the whole length of the 
county passes owt at the south end two miles weset of the southeast corner of 
the county. 

The name Neosho is said to mean “Water that has been made muddy,” and 
obtained its name by an Indian chief exclaiming “Ne-o-sho,” when he saw the 
water become muddy when disturbed by his braves crossing the stream. This 
wuly be a fairy tale. We know not. 

The valley of this stream presents a surpassingly pleasing and beantiful 
scone, especinly in the growing season when the grase, wheat and other grain 
are flourishing. Usually it gradually slopes from high points in undulating or 
rolling prairie until it reaches the level lands immediately adjoining the river. 

These last mentioned lands were formerly covered with forest, in whicn 
grew Walnut. trees unsurpassed in size, fineness and beauty of yrain. But, 
unfortunately the axe of the woodman did not spare the tree. Many aeres o7 
timber have been cleared away and the land formerly occupied by it put to 
cultivation Tn the early days many walnut trees were made into rails, fire 
wood, lumber and posts; trees whieh, were they inexistence today, would bw 
of more value than the land they were used to enclose. 

The timber consists principally of walnut, hickory, cottonwood, lackherry, 
pecan anil other woods peentiay to this latitude. 

‘he most valuable of the timbers have heen greatly thinned out. "tb 
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seems strange that'one should go into the woods and clear up a farm, putting 
in so much extra time and labor when there was right at hand rich prairie 
ready for the plow. Moet persons who did so were reared in a “wooden country” 
and were uot happy if ont of the wood, Then the wooded land along the river 
was the richer and stronger eoil. 

But while the destruction of the forests along the river and other streams 
has been going on, dwellers upon the prairie realiaing the importance of 
timber prowth, have, for years, been planting trees, so that there are many 
graves in all parts of the county, and the good thing about it is, that the num- 

of trees is increasing. 

The streams tributary to the Neosho in the county are, Beach’e Creek, 
Village, Big Creck, Canville, Four Mile Flat Rock and Hickory from the east 
side, Turkey, Crooked, Rock, August or Ogees, Bachelor and other smaller 
and vonamed streams flow into it from the west side. 

Lahette creek rises in the western part of the county and flowing south- 
hast crosses the south line of the county near the center. Chetopa creek rises 
om the west site near Thayer and flows westward in to Wilson county, on its 
way to the Verrligris river. 

The highest point in the county is asserted to be in Shilo township just 
southonet of Thayer and is estimated to be about one hundred and fifty feet 
wbhove the level of the Neosho river. Probably the truth is that Thayer is upon 
the highest level prairie in the county. From about. this point, a map of the 
county will disclose the fact that small streams are marked as having their 
origin, som coursing toward the north, others west and others south or south- 
cast. Some of these help to swell the waters of the Neosho while the waters 
of the others add to thal of the Verdigris, The foregoing description of the 
strearis of the county indicates that it is well watered. 

The sot] is from a few inches to many feet in depth and varies in color, 
from black to ash. The soil is designated ae black limestone, mulatto or yellow, 
and white aeh and is valued in the order mentioned. It is principally “roll- 
ing” prairie, The up-land is estimated at eighty per cent and the bottom land 
at twenty per cent of the whole. It is fertile but varice in productiveness 

Now and then the high prairie reaching toward the Neosho will end. ab- 
ruptly in a bluff instead of sloping down to the low lands adjoining the river. 
There wre but few, the moet conspicuous of which are, “indian Head,” a 
rocky bluff on the west bank of the river about three miles west of Erie, rising 
some fifty feet above the stream. 

Indications are that it was a favorite dwelling or camping place of the 
Indian. “Weibly Bluff,” about three and a half miles northwest of Erie, is 
interesting in this, that from its top a view of many miles of the sorronnding 
country can be had; that it is partly wonded and rises about eighty feat above 
the Neosho. It also was o favorite resort for the Indian as is indicated by the 
many arrow heads and other Indian relics found there, Its formation is prin- 
cipally stone, 

Farther up the river in Tioga township, is another binff sbout seventy- 
five feet high, lmown ns “Ditmare Bluff,"composed chiefly of soil. 
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Other spots of interest to lovere of the curious in nature, may be foand 
along this river, us muy be conchided by the fact that this stream travels over 
are than fifty mniles on its way from the north line of the county to the south 


e, 
Of the county's 


Natural Resources. 


AGRICULTURE stands first. The production of corn, oats, wheat, cas- 
for beans, flax and other grains and seeds, heeause of the fertility of the soil, 
is the principal oeeupation of the farmer. Most farmers add 

STOCK RAISING to their business, so that there is turned off, annually, 
inmnense numbers of hags, cattle, horses, mules and some sheep. At one time 
the ehowp industry flourished, hat the curtailment of range, by the taking up of 
lanes for farm purposes, virtially closed owt that basiness, although hundreds 
of sheep are still raised in the county. 

MINERALS. Coal, petroleum, gas and a fine quality of shale enitable 
for brick and tile have heen discovered and are being ulilized. ‘The coal de- 
posits mre on the west side of the county, near Thayer. ‘The vein or vems re 
not thick, imt the eoal is of a quality highly prized by blacksmiths, Tt has 
heen dined ever since the suttlument of that part.of the county The largest 
output in wny one year is placed at one handred thousand tons. 

Natural yas is being used in moet of the towns of the county for lighting 
and heating purposes, while petroleum is being taken from many wells, Gas 
and petralaum, which are the most important mineral resources, are treatad 
of in another part of this history. 

Herticulture lie been engaged in by nany of the people with the reentt 
that the finest apples, pears, pesehes, grapes and other frutte ara produced in 
large yuantities. T'robably the resources of the euunty in ayricultural produe- 
tien can be better gathered from the statistics showing the returns at the ear- 
liest date availahle und the latter returns hereinafter given, 

After the appointemnt of the County Commicsioners mentioned they met 
as a board on te 11th day of November and canvassed the returns of an election 
held on the 8th day of November, 1864, It was the state election and it is 
interesting to note the names on the ticket in opposition to the regular repub- 
lican ticket, some of whom afterwards became prominent leaders of the repub- 
lican party. They seemed to be the favorites in this election; for instances it 
is recorded that Solon O. Thatcher received 24 yotes while 8, J. Crawford had 
but two, for Governor. John J. Ingalls had 27 votes and James MeGrew had 
oone for Lieutenant Governor, ‘Thus it ran all the way throngh, except for 
presidential electors, the Lincoln electors receiving 24 votes cach and the Mc- 
Clellan electors 11 each, 

The Board, on the 26th day of November, 1864, ordered that an election 
for county officers be held on thu 29th day of December, of that year, At 
that elevation county officers were elected, as appears elsewhere, The total num- 
ber of votes was 47. On November 6, 1864, the population had so increased 
in the county, that it wae deemed best to provide precincts for its accommoe- 
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dation, go of that day the Board divided the county into four townships, the 
northwest part of the county was named Neosho township and the township 
adjoining that on the east was named Big Creek. ‘These two townships covered 
the north part of the county, beimg each about six by twelve miles. Adjoining 
on the south, six miles wide and extending clear across the county east and 
west, was Canville township, All the rest of the county was Mission township. 
The voting places were Osage City in Neosho township, Jackson’s echool house 
m Big Creek township, Canville House in Canville and Osage Mission in Mis- 
sion township, 

Tn 1867, the Board finding that the increasing population demanded more 
aecominodation as to voling precinete and township organization, adopted a 
plat submitted by . A. Wells fixing the boundaries of Big Creek, Neosho, Cam 
ville, Walnut Grove, Mission, Rrie, Chetopa, Centerville, Ladore and Lincoln 
townships. 

In 1871 to more conveniently divide the county into three commissioner 
districts, the Board of County Commissioners changed the boundary lines of 
the old, and adding new townships, divided the county into twelye townships, 
each six miles wide by cight miles long, all being of equal sizs except that a 
small part of Centerville, east of the river, was added to Krie township, making 
Centerville less and Erie greater than the other townships. The county being 
twenty-four miles square and each township being eight miles long east an 
west, three commissioner districts were made by por fonr of the Lownships 
in each district and running the lines north and south, This is the present 
arrangement of townships and conunissioner districts, 


First Settlers. ’ 


The earliest evttlers in what is now Grant township, were Dr. W. H. Hill, 
in 1851; Levi Hadden, 1858; Simeon W, Hadden, Jomes A. Hadden, Soloman 
Markham und his four eons, in 1849, 

J. L. Fletgher, Sion Barbee, H, Schooley and Thomas Hadden settled in 
Big Creek township in 185). 

Neosho township, now Tioga, was settled in 1856 hy Darius Rogers, Ben- 
jamin M, Smith, John Beck, John Frost and others who put up a saw mill 
and laid out a town and called it Osage City. A post office was established 
there in 1865, called Roger's Mill, there being another post office in the state 
Tamed Osage City. 8S. EB, Beach and Thomas Jackson settled in Neosho town- 
ship in 185%. 

The first settlers in Canville towneliip were, T. R, Peters in 1859; M, Kit- 
teriman, in 1864; Win, Bax, Dave Lowery and J. C. Comstock, 1865; 2. J, 
Pierce and W. J, Brewer settled in Walnut Grove in 1865. Reuben Lake, 
Joseph Cummings, Uenry and John Wikle and John Blair in Centerville in 
1865, In 1864 George T. Shepherd and A, A. Ashlock settled in Chetopa 
township where iu 1865 M. J, Salter and John Post also settled. In 1865 J, 
N. Roach and family, W. C. Dickerson and Squire Roe, found homes in La- 
dere. In 1865 M. and Frank McCaslin, Dr. Dement, M. A, Patterson and J. 
L. Evans took claims in Lincoln township. J. M. Allen, Joho Johnson, D, T. 
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Mitchel, Peter Walters, R. Leppo, E. F. Williams, P. McCarty, John ©. Wibly, 
1865, and Capt. John Berry, J. A. Wells. A. H. Chiles, J. L. Denison, James 
me ke A. H. Roe, Jacoh Naff and D. W. Bray, settled in Erie township 
in : 

Settlers in Mission township that came in 1866 and prior thereto, were 
8. J. Gilmore, whose time goes back of that several years; J. M. Roycroft, D. 
Bronson, B, P. Ayers, J. P. Williams, Solon Marzton, 8, H. Ulmer, M. Barnes 
und others there, whose names appear upon the poll book of the election held 
November 8, 1864, copied in article headed, “First Things.” 

We speak of these townships os they are now. They were formed after 
abont all of the above settlers had been here several years. 

From 1864 the growth in population was very rapid, The 
first levy of taxes was made August, 865 75 cents upon 
the one hundred dollars valuation. This was a yory modest por cent 
considering the fact that there was not an acre of ground in the county sub- 
ject to taxation and that personal property alone must be lonked to to raise 
the neevssary money to pay the running expenses of the county. Since then 
the average levy has been much higher than that, It was 7% in 1901. 

The essessor reported October 2, 1865, that he had been 23 days taking the 
cenusne and he was allowed hull his fee, $3450, At the January mecling, 1806, 
if is recorded that the Secretary of State ordered the assessor to be paid for 
taking the vensua und the balance was allowed him. I[¢ is unfortunate that the 
at does not show the figures of thie census, nor can they be found. At 
first glanee 23 days would seem a long time in taking the cenéus of 40 sparecly 
aottlod a county, but it must be rememberm! that at that time the county was 
fifty milee long and as there were ecttlements in the extreme south end of tt, 
if Woes necessary that he should go to that part also. On Jannary 11866, 1, 
©, Baker, who had been elected treasurer, refused to qualify, whereupon S. BE. 
Beach was appointed. Lt seems that people were no more fond of paying 
taxes then than now, for among other things recorded at the April ¢nd meet- 
ing of 1866, is the fact that James Winsted came forward and made the affi- 
davit that he was indebted to Anderson Ray in the sum of ninety-five dollars 
and that the amount was ordered deducted from his taxable property. C. W, 
Gargutte made affidavit that he was indebted one thousand dollars on the first 
day of March and that amount was deducted from his taxable property, which 
deduction saved him $7.50. 


Early Political Conventions and County Seat Agitation. 


To the fall of 1866 a political convention was beld in the county at Trot- 
ler’s Ford, a point ahout the center of the county north and south at that time. 
lt nominated county officers, all in the north part of the county, This turned 
out all right, as the lower half uf the county was, that winter, made Lahette 
county, It wae a republican convention and nominated J. A. Wells for probate 
judge: Joel Barnhart, for assessor, M, C. Wright, for representative; S. H. 

ouch for treasurer, ‘The tickeh wae clected except Mr. Wright, Darius Rogers 
an independent candidate defeating him, 
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With this election departed the seepter from Rogers’ Mill. While te 
total vote cast 1 1865 was but 459, at the election of 1866 it was 334, so that 
it could no longer be controlled at the mill. Darius Rogers had been elected 
representative in 1864-5 and 1866 made his third term. In 1867 the county 
seat wis moved from Osage Oity ( Rogers’ Mill) to “Geographical Center,” thne 
making the mille of but little moment. The first term of court—September, 
1567—was at Old Erie, several miles northwest of Erie. Judge Wm, Spriggs; 
clerk, T. J. Brewer, ‘'T. ©, Corey was appointed county attorney by the judge. 
The attorneys in attendance were J, C. Qarpenter, B. P. Ayera, T. J. Bridgene 
C.F. Hutchings, The easee on the docket were nearly all traneferred from Allen 
county. No. 1 was Susanah Downing vs. D. ©. Nowman. There were several 
divorce cases. The first tried was Nancy N. Robah va. James H. Robuh, The 
Seventh Judicial District was organized by Act approved February 26, 1867. 
li consisted of Anderson, Allen, Neosho, Labette, Woodson and Wilson and 
Judge W. A. Spriggs was appointed judge, Prior to that time Neosho county 
had been attached to Allon county for judicial purposes and was a part of the 
Fourth District, The boundaries of the district were changed from time to 
Ss ae now the district includes the counties of Allen, Noosho, Wilson and 

oodeen. 

At the first term of court mentioned above, J.D, McCue, of Oswego, after- 
wards judge, was admitted to the bar, 

But the story of the court bulougs properly to another article, In the fall 
of 1866, M. L. and Frank McCaslin sertled on the townsite of Jacksonville. 
Here a store was opeved by M. L. McOaselin, hie room wt first being a covered 
wagon, A town wae laid out and soon began to proeper. I was situated in 
the southeast coruer of Neosho county on the line of three counties. It was so 
situated that it had a large scope of country to trade with, A eehool district 
was urganized and the firet public school in that part of the county was taught 
there by Miss Jane MoDonald, afterward Mrs. Hayden Johnson. By 180y 
the town contuined four genera] stores, three groceries, twu drng stores, two 
hotele, two warpenters, two blatkamiths and one shoe shop. The Methodists, 
Presbvterians and the Univerealists had orgamizations. A satrong lodge of Odd 
Fellowa and two lawyers, J. F. Bellamy and John Gunn, graced the town, 
Gunn, howevor, disgraced the town and sohoo) district by decamping with its 
bonds. It seems he was its clerk and was intrusted with the sale of ite bonds, 
which sale he made and went off with the procwede. The effect of this Gunn 4 
unloading was disastrous as it burdened ths district with a debt for which 41 
receiver! no value. The Odd Follows’ hall, a two story building, burned down. 
They rebuilt and the new building went up im smoke and ae a final blow tu 
the flourishing place a railroad passed the town by on the north and another on 
éouth tow far away to do it any good and too near to be healthy, so thut enon 
thereafter nearly all the buildi were moved to McCune on the railroud. 
During 1868 it had a newspaper, “The Neosho Valley Hagle,” whieh after- 
wards was removed to Erie. John Bogard, wus the nume given to the first child 
born in that part of the county, H, C. Owens, one of the earliest settlers cf 
the town site remained there until his death, But you may now stand on the 
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corner of what was once a busy, bustling street, on a summer day and naught 
will meet your gaze but nodding wheat and waving corn. 

As lively a career but somewhat shorter than that of Jacksonville was that 
of Ladore, a town laid out on the Neosho division of the M. K. & T. railroad, 
near the south line of the county, in 1870. The main line or Sedalia division 
of the M. K. & T. was then being constructed through the country from the 
east and surveyed its line to Ladore. Immediately hundreds of acres of land 
were laid out into town lots. M. M. and A. F. Neely opened a big general 
store, followed by a number of others, among whom were John Hall and Wm. 
May. T. C. Cory, the county attorney built a two story brick residence, probab- 
ly the first in the county, while others put imposing frame houses. It was a 
lively town and did a rushing business but suddenly the railroad company 
pulled up its stakes and passing to the south, made the junction some five 
milse south in Labette county and laid out a town there naming it Parsons. 
Then at once rollers were in demand and soon the houses of Ladore were rolling 
toward Parsons. The school house remained as a reminder of the town’s glory, 
but aside from that the products of the field alone mark the old town site. 

Ladore and Jacksonville had similar experiences. Both had great ex- 
pectations, both were scenes of horrible crime, followed immediately by lynch- 
ing, and both were killed by railroads. 


High Prices, Hard Times, Hot Winds and 
Hoppers. 


_ Most of the settlers brought money with them and consequently money was 
quite plentiful for the first fow years. 

Provisions were high; dependence was upon Missouri for corn, flour, meal 
and bacon, a5 the amount produced was not sufficient to supply the demand 
created by the influx of new-coniers. Part of the time corn sold az high as $2 
per bushel, bacon from 24 cents per pound up, while flour and meal were pro- 
portionately high. Notwithstanding the high prices they had to pay and the 
other difficulties, the people were reasonably prosperous until the panie of 1873 
swept over the country, Some who had entered their land under the Joint 
Resolution of 1869, had mortgaged and invested in eattle at the then pre- 
yailing high prices, expecting to realize sufficient profit to pay ont and at the 
same time make money. But they saw their investment shrink to one half 
its original cost and the result was that many foreclosures followed and homes 
were lost. To add to the diatress, came in 1874, a drouth, hot winds, chimta 
huge und the grasshopper, These precluded the raising of the neual erop of 
corn, but fortunately there had been a good crop of wheat matured before 
thee evils set in. Oats also was fair, Otherwise the situation would have bean 
nnbearable. In August of that year there came dropping as from a great 
cloud, wide spread wings glancing white in the sunshine, the grasshopper. 
As far a the eye could penctrate into the sky could be seen the flying pests. 
At first thinly vetled, then fairly darkening the sun. At first oop ene ane 
here, one there, then many hundreds here and thousands there until the sur- 
face of the earth was a blackish-gray mass of moving. active hoppers. At first 
they were looked upon curiously, finally with dread and disgust. Nothing 
would stay their voracious appetites, A cabbage patch was their delight, and 
they would go down deep into the ground to clean up onions, turnips and 
other root crops. Not only green things but dry fodder, cornstalks, the paint 
on door etreens, fuzz on fence posts and rough boards, leather, any kind uf 
cloth, window curtains, tobaceo, cured or uncured; they delighted to eat, 
They would go down into open wells and in an endeavor to deplete the water 
supply would be drowned and be brought up in the bucket, great bloated, nau- 
seating, swollen bores. 

They believed in a strenuous life and likewise obeyed the injunction to 
“multiply and replunish” the earth with their kind, for while there was no 
let up on the feasting part of the program, Mrs, Grasshopper bored the sur- 
face of the earth full of holes and deposited millions of eggs therein. After 
eating everything eatable and depositing all the eggs they deemed sufficient 
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lo supply the spring crop of hoppers, they quietly soared into the mwpper air 
and sailed to the land of We-Know ot-W ra ‘ sag 

The next spring they came creeping out of the holes where the eggs had 
been deposited, miniature grasshoppers, diminutive in size, but big in appe- 
tite. They came ont by the thousands, they formed into armies, they marched 
in regular columns and where they marched the earth was left absolutely bare, . 
ho spear of urass, no sign of weed. Az time passed they shed an outside cover- 
ing and gradually developed wings and when these were sufficiently developed 
they took fight and followed their ancestors. 

Their stay in the spring prevented a stand of corn until June and later. In 
ordinary seasons this would have heen fatal to the corn crop. But in 1874 
there was an unusual season for the rains came just in the right time and 
stayed with the farmer till the crop was matured, making the greatest corn 
crop in the state’s history to that time, so that the state that had been begging 
the previous year, now had plenty to use and more to spare, The grasshoppers 
proved a blessing for they pulverized and manured the soil and in the spring 
they left the ground clean of weeds, giving the corn afterwards planted, the 
full benefit of clean fields. One thing that helped to tide the people over the 
fall and winter of *74, was the great abundance of grouse or prairie chickens. 
These were caught and brought in by the wagon load, commanding a good price 
for shipment. Of course some went into the wholesale slaughter of these birds 
tor the purpose of making money out of it, while with others it was necessary 
for their maintenanee. There were enough gronse to provide meat to all 
the families for the winter und leave a good eupply upon the prairies, if a 
jacdicionus course had been taken, but the resalt waa that virtnally no prairie 
chickens were leit when spring came. The bonntiful production of 1875 is 
shown by the faet that corn was so plentiful that if sold as low as 12 cents 
per boebel, und from morn till night a continual elream of wagons loaded 
with corn poured into the principal mart of the county, Osage Mission, hnun- 
dreds of thousands of bushels at that price. Potatoes, which cost two dollars 
per bushel in the spring, sold as low as ten cents per barrel in the fall. Since 
that year the county had heon fairly prosperous and its growth in population 
and wealth bas been sptistactory, 

There have heen “drouthy” years sines then, notably L881 and 1901, birt in 
no year a womplete failure of crops. 1901 witnessed nearest to absolute fuil- 
ure of eorn, 


Floods. 


lt would be strange, with so large a stream as the Neosho running through 
the wentrul part of the county, from north to south, if now and then great 
losses and damages were not experienced by the inhabitants along the river 
froin effect of vyerflows. Tn fact when we consider the extent of country that 
this river must drain and the immense volume of water that it ts d»pended 
upon to earry off, the wonder is that it does not over-flow oftenor, The first 
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noted spread of waters from the Neosho, after white settlement was in 1869. 
A local obseryer says, “Toward evening of Sunday, June 11, the rain came 
down in great torrents and continued to come down till about 11 o’clock at 
ag at which time the whole surface of the earth seemed covered with 
water, 

“The next morning the sun reee brigot and resplendent upon a water 
covered country. The valleys of the creeks as well as the lower valley of the 
Neosho, wers cover] from a few inches to many feet with water and the river 
yet rising, for xt its bead waters saany miles awry the rain had been as heayy 
az at this point.” The Humboldt stage from Osage Mission, londed with pas- 
eengers, got as far as Four Mile Creek, or rather within, half a mile of it, and 
found that to go farther was impossible so it had to turn back. The 
eengers found that Steve Beck's house, which had been sitaated about a half 
mile north of the road, had been swept down to near the crossing; that while 
the family was saved, all their household goods and other personal property 
had been carried away, This wus bul one Mstance of loss, for other houses 
floated clown. the river from above as did great quantities of wheat and other 
grain trom along the creeks and along the river. Hogs and other animals were 
carried off. The rise was so sudden that no preparation could be made to 
ayert the losses following. Necessarily there was eome loss of life, but as a 
rule the families were resened. On Flat Rock, four hondred sheep belonging 
to Dr. 0, 5. Copeland and C. I’. Hutchings, were drowned. 

The old timer, whose crop for that year went down to the Mississippi and 
whose fences also kept them company, will never forget the flood of 1869. The 
Mission folks reported it the worst flood since L854, when it seems there was 
a record breaker. 

Of course there were other over-flows of the river of more or less extnnt 
doing more or less damage, but none wo great as that until 1885. On July 
3, 1655, the river surpassed its effort of 1869, acnording to those who claim to 
have kept awenrate record. Lt spread over more territory und did more dame 
in the way of carrying away harvested crops and destroying growing crops. 
Wheat had been harveeterd and was in shock and nearly all that along the river 
was swept off. Other personal property shared the same fute. 

This loss, which was inevitable whenever there came an unusual flood, 
moved farmere owning Iand near the river to obtain the passage of an oet 
providing for the building of levecs and hardly had if become a law, before 
work was begun hy eume of the lind owners, on the building of levees. The 
levee Where properly constructed, was found to be a success, so that a number of 
miles of leyee have been made to hold the waters from thousands of acres uf 
land. That they haye kept the waters from over-flowing and destroying hun- 
dreds of acres of crops in later vears, there is no doubt. 

TORNADOES. Comparatively the county has been free from much 
damave by tornado or wind atorm. The most destructive one, in 1873, 
came from the southwest, etriking in Shilo township first, where some prop- 
arty was destroyed and one person reported killed. On its course it struck 
Brio, where it destroyed several houses. Just south of Erie it struck the 
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lwuse of E. F. Williams, tearing it to pieces and injuring the inmates, In 
its whole course through the county it is reported as having killed one person 
and injured eleven others. The territory covered by it was small. 

Another storm passed through the southeast corner of the county, near 
Jacksonville, tearing down houses and injuring several persons in 1873. 


Finances, Growth in Wealth and Popula- 
tion, Fencing and Herd Law, 
Rural Routes. 


FINANCES. Neosho county oceupies an enviable position financially 
It has no bonded or other indebtedness, Although it has built four bridges 
across the river and another, almost equal in cost, across an arm of the river, 
bridged nearly every stream in the county at several different points, built a 
twe story brick jail, added additions to the court house and made other public 
improvements among which is a commodious and comfortable home for poor 
people on the poor farm, a farm owned by the county and consisting of one 
hundred and twenty acres, it has a surplus in its treasury amounting to sev- 
eral thousand dollars, which commands interest at the rate of three per cent 
per annum. ‘The total taxable property in the county as returned by the as- 
tessor is $4,052,985.00 for 1902, 

The following shows the financial condition of each township. 


Township. Valuation. Indebtedness 

RATAIIG sccacs geltbe serine shou Bi0Oe sc cbeccas $20,001.00 BR. R. 4 per cent 

Bist COG Sos, case, cum lM tH) a None. 

TTHRAUBL! SWeje'elaic::c'abe tlelex ofetafoiniois O03, GEB.00. Cree eee $19,600.00 R. R. 7 per cent. 

Canville nr cece cen eecews 200,498.00, ..0 5 oe ...None, 

BPRUG s.u8 OFIS L Fs Svicizias SH7,01DW, oes - $23,127.00 R. R 4+ per cent 

Wlnut Grove .... cee sceee 956,696.00 csr cevees No indebtedness. 

RUIRSIOU 30,44 ovodb< rue ot BSG OUWardeces tos $26,540.00 R, R. & per cent, 

mayGskeees $37,895.00) Bridges. 

Clatterville.'. en ecies cosccte 245, 946.00... 0.00205 No Indebtedness, 

RECT clelc's c10e's -aiorese nietete 244,602,00........-- No Indebtedness. 

SAUG pea 25) Wrtasectee 2230), 895.00... -4,+---- No Indebtedness. 

LMGOTE «cic ead Wone spree BOL T4B.00. eer renee No Indebtedness. 

Eemcolen stoi! etd cone ZU9, SEL.OU. cesses No indebtedness. 
Tu the Mission add St. Paul, val. ....,.... ...-+--- pi dbipcmete pm % 67,849.09 
eh ASDA WU TSrIG CULMS Vibde 0 4's alone! sloahoce'e fo maslopies|o pj [a .- +e D116,9356.0( 
To Chetopa add Thayer, val. ...... ... Jia tses sete ecewce aBewe 81,796.00 


as that property is taxable for township purposes. 

GROWTH IN WEALTH AND POPULATION. In 1860 the popula- 
tion of the county was placed at 88. That was before the present organization 
and included the territory now Labette county. There is no record of yalue. 


Year PorpunaTion VALUATION 
Peer DT ic! 6.3.0 04-9 be 0) beep aeet oe >> we te wees oe phot tye. 00 
RGB LAOES 6 oo! hak di ns leis! ole bie wd-0lm ble l= +l eee eee oe 2,261,084.00 


LSHO— 27,761 ocx etc see « bs o-cnes ot oe het Bahitad 408 oe Ais 5,288,100.00 


’ 


i 
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Year Porvnarion mR 7 3B S70 3 VaLtariow 


LOO — BO TIS Fig. Bab stv vc av stein a, ee oad 3,660,922.00 
1901 BO ORY 5s Ais usicsk: wacuriae seaclnigienions! GieBieL.00 
ONS —PO SRE sys cde Se ei veer Bias See vnei wy seat 4,052,985.00 


The court house is a sybstantial building of dressed stone. Lt 
was built at a cost of $12,000.00 by school district No. 5, and by that district 
donated to the county. The jail is a fine two story brick, with steel cells in 
the first story, 

lor the fine healthy condition of the county, financially, toa much cre¢ll. 
cannot be given to the men who have composed the Board of County Commic 
sioncrs. ‘l’o the determined efforts of such members of the Board as James M. 
Allen, Henry Lodge, A, L, Taylor and others, in favor of strict economy and 
against extravagance, must be attributed its present happy state. 


FENCING AND HERD LAW. Up to 1871, the stock, except hogs, had 
free range, were permitted to run at large, subject to restrictions on certain 
kind, only. This necessitated the building of fences by farmers and others 
to protect their crops. This entailed a heavy burden upon the gram growers 
us it was necessary to use lumber for that purpdse, the cheap wire fence not 
having come inte use. 

Most fences would be destroyed by prairie fire within a few years after 
they were built and as lumber was very high, one can imagine how burdensome 
fencing was on the agriculturist. 

In 1869 or “70, some crank, as the originator of a novel idea is called, 
advanced the proposition that the caltlemen should be required to fence his 
stock and that the creps should have free range. 

At first the proposition was sneered at, but by persistent agitation, the 
farmers were enabled to carry the election adopting the provisions of the herd 
law and the County Board on the 8th day of November, 1872, made an order 
parsuant to the statute, prohibiting stock from running at large in the county 
from and after December 20th, of that year. 3 

The returns show the number of acres now under fence to be 295,790. The 
number of acres sown to wheat fall of 1901, 23,308. Acres of corn 1902,'/8,- 
686. Oats, 21,672. Number of horses on hand, 10,193. Mules, 1,461, 
Milch cows, 11,198. Other cattle 19,828. Hogs, 18,209. The number of fruit 
trees us relurned 1902, is 191,389, 


Rural Routes. 


There are seyonteon Rural Routes now established in the county and four 
haye parts of routes in this county, entering from other counties, so that the 
rural communities do not lack for mail facilities, The following places have 
routes as follows: Chanute has four, Erie four, Thayer four, Earlton two, 
and St. Paul three. 


Railroads. 


Neosho county is gridironed by railroads. There is but one township in 
the county that has no railroad in it. 

Two railroad companies operate all the railroad lines in the county— 
The Missouri, Kansas & Texas and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe railway 
companies. The M. K. & 'T. main line, built 1870-1, enters the county on the 
eet, crossing the line about two miles north of the center and running in a 
southwesterly direction passes out of the county on the south, crossing the line 
about three miles east of the center. The stations on this line in the county 
are St. Paul and South Mound. The Junction City branch of the M. K. & T, 
railway, built in 1870, enters the north end of the county north of Chanute 
and running through the entire length of the county in a southeasterly direct- 
ion, on west side of the Neosho river, crosses the south line ofthe county near 
the center. The stations on this line are Chanute, Austin, Urbana, Gales- 
burg and Ladore. 

The Kansas City & Pacific R, R. (now operated as the M. K. & T., Kansas 
City branch entering the county on the south, crosses the line about two miles 
vast of the center and running northeasterly, passes out of the county about 
three miles west of the northeast corner of the county. The stations on this 
on are Dudley, Hertha, Erie, Kimbal and Stark. This road was built in 
1586, : 

The Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston railroad (now Southern Kanaas, 
a part of the Santa Fe system), built in 1870, crosses the county line and 
Neosho river just north of Chanute and running south, on the west side of 
the counly, passes out of the county near the southwest corner. The stations 
on this line in the county are, Chanute, Karlton, Thayer and Morehead, 

The Girard-Pittsburg branch of the Southern Kansas (Santa Fe branch) 
built in 1884, enters the county on the east about three miles north of the 
center and runs in a west and northwesterly direction to Chanute, where it 
connects with the main line. The stations on this line are Trent, Erie. Rollin 
and Chanute. 

Another branch of the A. T. & 8. F. railway runs from Chanute south- 
west, crossing the west line of the connty about four milga southwest of Cha- 
nute, (Chicago, Kansas & Western.) 

The county is certainly fortunate in possessing two such admirable sys- 
tems of railway, which furnish first-class service to all parte of the county. 
No aid was ever extended to a railroad by the county. The townships aiding 
in the construction of railroads were Mission township, $80,000, to the M, KR, 
& T.; Erie township, $30,000, to the K. C. & P., and Grant township, $20,000, — 
to the K. C. & P. 


, 
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The value of the several lines of railroad as determined for taxable pur- 
Hex and the owmber of miles of road within the county, are as follows, 
We WIE > 





Name of Railron.. Miles Miles Assessed Value 
Main Tr. Side Tr. 1902 

M., K. & T, Main lime ::::.... ....... 17.27 LOT 8 Aiicle's. &% $175,868.00 
M., K. & T., Neosho Division ........., 26.92 1,06 .... .: 182,361.00 
M., K. & T., K. C.. & Pac; Div.....,... 26.19 187 3 3=..-- 30s 180,035.00 
C,, K. & W., (Santa Fe) ...., ec ecueee 4.89 TET aves «es §=©920, 706.00 
Southern Kansas (Santa Fe) .......-. 24.71 GBP wae was 213,884.00 
Southern Kas., G. & P, Br. Santa Me... 23.91 Te fe lelebin amie 201,163.00 
RMA ube) att otek abot} aaatess 122.89 it :%y { See oe or $929,017.00 
The total valuation of Sleaping Cars is -....... ...... .---.-.. $4,987.00 


If we atid to these the valuation of (he telegraph and telephone property 
We have as the total included in term “Railroad Property” ....$950,454.00 


The Vegetarian Colony. 


An attempt was made in 1856 to establish a colony of the above name 
in the Territory of Kansas. The distinguishing feature of rhe memb:rship was 
that each member wae to refrain from the use of mvat, toa, coffee and other 
stimulants. They were to own somvu land individually, but large tracts were 
to be held in conmmon and co-operation and assistance industrially and other- 
wise was to be the means by which thay were to build up a flourishing com- 
munity. The company was organized with ©, H. DeWolf, ‘of Philadelphia, 
ag president, Dr. MeLauren, who was sent out for that purpose, selected a 
place about stx miles south of Humboldt on the left bank of the Neosho river 
and named the place Neosho City, Feom careful investigation the writer is 
led to believe that the location sslwcted for the colony was in the present limite 
of Neosho county and its etory is properly « part of this county’s history. 

From the history of Allen county is taken the following account of the 
colony's beginning and pathetic ending + 

“In the spring of 1856 the secretary arrived with a number of colonists, 
and others came later through the months of April, May and June, until 
somewhat more than a hundred people reached the place. There appears to 
have been gross mismanagement, if not outright peculation, on the part of the 
managers of the colony. At least promises they had made, among other things 
to have a saw and grist mill constructed and to have # large house built in 
which all the colonists could be sheltered until they should have time to erect 
their individual dwellings, were not kept. The result was bitter disappoint- 
ment and much suffering. Tor the most part the settlers were eastern people, 
not versed in the expedients by which those accustomed to frontier life learned 
to make themselves comfortable with few of the accessories of civilization. 

“The food supply was scant, and even the little they had could not be 
properly prepared for want of stoves and utensils. 
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“There was but one plow in the whole settlement. When summer came on 
clonds of mosqnitues swarmed from the adjacent low lands, making the night 
time almost unendurable. 

“The shallow eprings which had been noted as ‘inexhaustible’ in the glow- 
ing prospectus of the company, failed, and only the stagnant pools in the little 
creek which ran by the settlement were available for drinking water, go that 
nearly all th people were stricken with chille and fever. The little fields 
of melons, squash, pumpkins and corn which had been planted with infinite 
toil in the tough soil, and which had grown luxuriantly, were raided by ee 
boring bands of Indians and the products carried off or destroyed. It ts little 
wonder, therefore, that the colony did not survive its first year. As the winter 
approached those who could get away retarned to their old homes or sought 
other locations where the conditions of life were not so strenuous. Many died, 
especially of the children and the old people, while those who remained im 
the county located claims and fonght their way through to victory or defeat, 
without the “assistance” of a paternal company. So that before the following 
spring nota trace of the eattlament survived, und the ill-starred yenture lms 
left no wark on the county, exeept its name, ‘Vegeturian’ given to the small 
creek that flowed by the settlement.” 

This small stream empties into the Neosho river about a half inile south 
of the Allen county line and ©. A. B. Jackson, of Tiro township, resides on 
the original townsi 


Some of the ‘*First’’ Things. 


First newspaper published in the county," The Neosho Valley Eagle,” 
at Jacksonville, 

First Post Office; Osage Mission. 

First Post Master; Jolin Sehoenmaker. 

First term of District Court; Fall of 1867, Wm, Sprigge, judge. 
' oe County Commissioners; 8. E. Beach, 5. W. Hadden and R. W. 
Jackson, 

Virst meeting of Board of County Commissioners, November 11, 1864. 

First County Seat, Osuge City, (Roger's Mill.) 

First county election atter organization of the eounty, December 29, 
184. 

First pawper bill allowed by County Board, October 1, 1866, to G. W. 
Sansom ; cottin for Elliam Friend, pamper, $12.00. 

First contempt case; Probate Judge Wells fined Geo. W. Thompson $20, 
for “contempt of court, by using profane and insulting language.” July 6, 
1867. 

First habeas corpus case, February 28,1867, Probate court. 

First County Seat election, May 17,1867. 

First marriage shown by the county record; Marion M. Hicock to Mary 
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Whaley, December 29, 1864, by Rev. Henry Woodward, Cumberland Presbyter- 
ian preacher. | 

First tax levy for county purposes, August 15,1865, 75 cents on $100 
valuation, 

First Dram shop license; April 2,1867, to J, M, Royeroft, $50. 

er license to run ferry near Osage Mission; April 2,1567, to J. P. Will- 
iams, $14. 

First bill allowed by the County Board was te J. L. Fletcher, for assess- 
ore blanks, 

First divorce granted 1867, in Nancy Robah ys. James R. Robah. 

First, deed of land in present limits of the county, Thomas and Adeline 
Mosier to Wesley Hobson, N. 1-2 of N. E. of See. 16, Township 29, Range 20. 

First foreclosure of Mechanie’s Lien, Spring term District court, 1870, 

7 First foreclosure of real estate mortgage, Johnson vs. Hovey, spring term 

1870. 

Firet murder trial was State vs. Frank Sinnamon, fall term, 1869. 

Firat order for appraisement. of school lands, issued Oct, 4, 1869. 

The following is a copy of the poll book (except the heading, of the 
first election held in Mission township after the name of the county was chang- 
ed and after the organization of the county. 


Names of Names of Names of No, of 
No. Blectors. Candidates. Offices Votes. 
1 8B. W. Collins, W. R. Saunders Presidential (|Had 3 Votes 
2 Bdward Kenny M. J. Parrot Electors Had 3 Votes 
3 5B. M, Smith W. F. Cloud Had 3 Votes 
4 John Beveneu R, MeCarty Blectors Had 11 Votes 
5 D. Barnaby McClellan 
6 Samuel Bevenue 5. O. Thacher Governor Had § Votes 
7 A. T, Dickeman Crawford 
& Thomas B. Moody J. J. ingalls Lt. Gov'nor Had 12 Votes 
% peter Chanteau 
19 Thos. Fousia A. Hairgrave Sec. State Had 18 Votes 
) William Welsa J. R, MeClure Aud. State Had 14 Votes 
12 M. J, Roche H. Griswold Treasurer Had 13 Votes 
id «. Maloney J. S. Brown Att’y Gen'ral |Had 13 Votes 
14 Torance Rack S. A. Kingman Supt, Pub. In. |Had 13 Votes 
wen, A, 8, Gee Ass, J. S.C. |Had 13 Votes 
G. A. Smith Mem Cong. Had 13 Votes 
J. L. Fletcher Judicial D Hed 13 Votes 
D. Rogers Sen, 16th Dis. |Had 14 Votes 
D. Rogers Repres'tatiye |Had 14 Votes 


‘ 


We do hereby certify that each can- 


It is hereby certified that the 
didate has the number of his vote op- 


members of the electors of this elec- 


tion amounts to 14. Attest: posite his name. Attest: 
BDWARD KENNY, E. KENNY, 
SAMUEL BEVENBU, SAMUEL BEVENEU 
D. BARNARY, D, BARNABY, 
Judges, Judges. 


THOMAS C, MOODY, A. T. DICKERMAN, 
A. T. DICKERMAN, THOMAS B, MOODY, 
Clerks, Clerks, 
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Public Schools. 


From the last report of the County Superintendent, A. M. Sailors, is 
gleaned the following information and items. 

“The whole number of urganized districts in the connty is 102. The 
number of school buildings in the county is 105, containing in the aggregate 
187 school rooms, These schogl building with the other school property are 
valucd at $170,000.00, 

“In 96 of the districts not more than two teachers were employed in each. 
Tho number of teachers employed was 143, 59 males and 84 females. The 
total number of months tunght iy male teachers was 400 and their pay aver- 
aged $39.20 per month, amounting in the aggreyate to $15,675.00, while the 
number of months tuught by female teachers wos 599, whose average salary 
was $35.50 per month, making the aggregate sum pid tu them $21,136.83, 
The white children of sehool age number 3446 males and 3309 females, while 
the colored children were 58 males and 52 females, making a total of 0713 
children of school age in the county, with an enrollment of 5818 and an aver- 
age daily attendance of 3658. The average length of school .ear in weeke was 
27.5, There were 121 certifientes granted during the year, consisting of 19 
firat grade, 56 second grade ane 46 third grado. Of the teachere employed, 40 
held first grade certificates, 56 eecond grade and 32 held third grade, while 
ce held temporary certificates, One private school is reported with 87 
pupusa, 

The total receipts from all sources for school purposes for the fiscal year 
1901, was $59,498.16, while the total expenditure was $45,831.74, leaving a 
balance on hand of $13,606.42. 

From the above report it will be seen taht the schools of this county are 
in a healthy condition in every respect. 

An average of nearly seyen months of school cach year, in an agricul- 
tural community, as this may be called, is certainly very high. The high 
standing of the teachers is witnessed by the fact that of the 144 teachers om- 
ployed, 96 hold either first or second grade certificates. The small difference 
in the average monthly wages of the male and female teacher, shows that the 
woman teacher is being appreciated, Financially, the educational interests 
are strong. Vortunately for Neosho county its superintendents have all been 
meno well equipped for the position and have, without one exception, taken 4 
deep interest in the improvement and upbuilding of the common schools, 

One evil, however, is digelosed by this report and the same thing shows 
np in the reports all over the state and that is the great number of children of 
school age who do not attend school. 

For instance, while the whole number of school age is 6713, the average 
daily attendance ig 3858 and the enrollment 6818. 

While this is a good showing as compared to some localitiea in this and 
other states, it shows that 895 pupils of school age are not on the rolls and 
that 2855 pupils of school age are ont of school every daily session. School 
patrons should remedy this serions defect, 


ERIE. 


The county seat of Neosho county is situated about three and one half 
tiles east of the center of the county, in the Neosho valley, about a half mile 
east and one and w half miles north of that river, The site is a nearly level 
plain, sufficiently broken to admit of proper drainage. © 

The yalley here stretches out from the river for several miles, terminat- 
ing in a high prairie nearly one mile north of the city, where the land 

radually rises to about fifty feet above the Neosho level, To an observer 
rom that point the city and valley in which it is situated, present a pleasing 
picture, To be more definite; the original townsite is situated on one hundred 
and sixty acres in the center of section 32, township 28, 5. range 20, east. 
The members of the town company organized in November, 1866, D. W. Bray, 
Luther Puckett, Peter Walter, and J. F. Himmelwright, each contributed 
forty acres. To these were added A. H. Roe, J. A. Wells, J. C. Carpenter, 
L, R. Nugent, A. F. Neely, C. B. Kennedy, Stephen Beck, H. H. Roe, Joel 
Barnhart, J. L. Denison, C. L. Coulter and T. T. Gilbert, as members of te 
company. 

Several udditions have been made to the original town site, among them, 
Dodds, Duttons, George’s, Neosho, North Erie, 

December 25 1869, the town became a corporation by decree of the Pro- 
bate court, with J. A, Wells, G. W. Dale, John MeCullough, Isaac Fletcher 
und Douglas Putnam as trustees. If was a town but a short time for the 
census then taken showed that there were cight hundred and nine actual resi- 
dents, a nuraber sufficient to entitle it to bear the higher sounding title of 
city, and the right to haye a mayor and council. it was on the 30th day of Dec- 
ember, 1869, declared a city oF the third class and J. A. Wells was elected 
mayor. 

Thd first house built upon the town site was a log house, by Eliza BE. 
Spivy, a Widow. She builded better than she knew for the house proved to be 
useful if not ornamental. It was nsed in the winter of 1867-8 for school pur- 
poses, John Broadbent using it then in which to teach the first term of schoo! 
taught in ric. ‘There, also, were held religious services and other meetings. 
As a boarding honse it invited the hungry to abide, In 1867 C, B. Kennedy, 
A. F. Neely and J. C. Carpenter built the first business house, and the same 
is still in use ae a business house and residence by Mrs. Rachel Tibby, whoze 
occupancy of it dates back into the seventies. ‘The first hotel was built in 1857 
by J. A. Wella. It was ready for business December 31, 1867. The building 
is now used by him as an office. Virgil Stillwell is accorded the distinction 
of building the first frame residence as well as the first livery stable. The 
first blacksmith shop was opened by John Graham and the first law office by 
Carpenter & Porter early in 1868. 
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Prior to the formation of the Erie town company, A. H. Roe and J. t. 
Denison had established a store or trading post about a mile and a half north- 
west ofthe Erie townsite. They there obtained the establishment of a post 
olfice Under the name Brie, July ist, 1866. There was the nucleus for the 
building of a town, for the county seat was virtually there for some time, 
Upon a move to start a town on Four Mile about two miles east of Erie, u 
compromise was effected and the parties representing the Four Mile enterprise 
those representing rie and Denizon and Koo for their place, which had bean 
known u&§ Old Erie, united in the Brie town company scheme. ‘Then they 
remiived the post alice te rie and A. H. Roo, who bad heen appointed nost- 
master at the post, remained in that poettion, becoming the first post mester 
of Erie, The post office was moved to Brio August 20 1867. 

January 20. 1864, Charles Trenchard was appointed post master, Mr. Roe 
having resigned. Trencharl was succeeded by Tsanc M. Fletcher, July 1, 
LAs, July 1, 1809, it wae inode a money order olive. The following persons 
im addition to the names alive jaye held the position of post master here; 
ner W_ Sansow, Iva Steinherver, B. 7. Smith, 'T. F. Rager and Seth G, 

ells. 

Byron C. Wells was the first child bern in Brie, Jaly 4, 1868, son of J, 
A. and Matilda Wells, 

The first Protestant sermon wie preached on the Erie townsite by Rey, 
lsnae Huagliad, father-in-law of Attorney J. lL. Denison. 

In the warly part of 1808, a flouring end saw mill was built on the town- 
site by J. W. Stewart & Sons. Afterward a dam was built across the river 
ubout a half inile from the town furnishing cheaper power and the mills 
moved to that point. There, in after years, it thevelaped into one of the best 
roller will in southern Kansas. This was brought ubout under the manape- 
ent aml at the expense of Lodge & Johnson, afterwards Johneon & Kyle, 
and then The Erie Milling company. {ht was on the 13th day of April, 1802, 
unfortunately destroyed by fire, 


From a lone log house in 1867 te a population of over eight hundred im 
1860, was a satisfactory growth, By that time many dwellings and a number 
of business houses had been erected, Merchants, mechanics, doctors, lawyers, 
real estate agents, a newspaper, and other enterprises had been added to the 
inuterial growth of the ploce. A school house sufficient for the wants of the 
district Was erected, churches were built and the growth of the city was evi- 
denced by the sotnd of the carpenter’s hammer, from every nook and corner 
of the townsite, One thing that militated against the erection of new buildings, 
was the trouble of obtaining lumber. Barnhart Bros. had put in a saw mill 
noar the river, aboub # mile southwest of the townsite, but the combined efforts 
of that and the Stewurt mill mentioned above could not supply the demanil, 
is not only were the prospeetive builders in the town clamoring for the mater- 
inl. bot, the farmers also. for miles around had to be supplied, T. T. Gilbert 
concluding to build a lusiness house that would surpass anything that might 
be constructed thure, hauled pine lmnber from Arkansas. This house, for 
nuiny yunre the most commodioas two story, double front business Iuilding 
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in the city, still does Imsiness at the suutheweet corner of the square. It has 
served as court house, publie hall, county offices, hall for fraternal societeies, 
printing office. hotel, residence, aol is now ovcupied for various business 
enterprises. "Che growth of the place wae such that by 1870, it was claimed 
the city contained twelve hundred inhabitants. Dr, Ira Steinberger built ths 
first stone business Louse, It stands cast of his present store. The one all 
absorbing theme, desire und ambition of the town was to obtain and perma- 
nently locate the county seat there. 

To this end it labored in prosperity and in adversity, 

In 1867 the county offices were at a point called Old Erie, a couple of miles 
northwest, bot for lack of sulticient accommodativns, the Board of County 
Conumissionars had the spring term of court in the school house, in Erie in 
1866, In July 1868, all olfices moved to Erie and here they might have re- 
mained indefinitely, but for the Taet that another county seat election was 
valled. precipitating the fight for that prize, a statement of which fight is 
inven in unother article. This cleation resulted im the county seat being car- 
ried away to Osage Mission one dark night in January, 1870. 

Then Wegan a checkered career for the city. Its lated rival, Osage Mis- 
sion wae flourishing—the new Counly Board was favorable to that place—anid 
although another county seat election had wen called it was evident that if 
Erie won, no order would he made for the removal of the offices back to Erie 
wotil all the courts had been called upon to prevent such removal and the court 
of final resort had made its decision. 


So long ae Erie had an equal opportunity with the other towns about: it, 
it had no difficulty in keeping and in faot out-stripping ifs competiturs. But 
in 1870 it became evident that Osage Mission would have the advantage of 
u railroad and as it was only seven milos away and also had the county ollices, 
it began to pull upon the population of Eriv, while other residents, despairing 
of the prospects, removed to other railroad towns. 

However, the old gnard stuyed and at the first opportunity made another 
fight for the county seat, which proved to be a successful one. ‘This resulted 
in the offices being moved back to Erie in 1874. hen it was found that the 
possession of the county seat, while an aid, did not of itself make a town grow, 

Several incidunts, resulling disastrously, occurred in 1872-3. In 1872 
the most of the business houses, the block from where the Arlington hotel now 
ttands, north to Steinberger’s drug store, were destroyed by fire, involving a 
loes of between $10,000 and $15,000, without the consoling presence of insur- 
ance. 

Thon in July, 1873, 4 tornado swopt through the city, destroying a number 
of houses andl injuring several persons. 


The years “71-2 witnessed the departure of a number of the citizens tn 
railroad points. The M. K. & 'l’. bad been completed through Usage Mission, 
Parsons was being boilt up and the M. K. & T. and L. L, & G, were constructed 
through Chanute. Those town were growing rapidly under the influence uf 
the presence of the roads while Erie was declining. LEyen after the return of 
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the county seat in 1874, the exodus continued until 1883, when it was estimat- 
ed that there were but about three hundred inhsbitants in the place. 


The depression was so long continued and the prospect so gloomy in 1882, 
that even the old guard was about to give up the idea of the place ever amount- 
ing to anything more. 

But the clonds lifted and the sky cleared in the spring of 1883, when it 
was determimed by the Santa Fe railroad company, that a branch of its road 
should be built to connect the coal field at Pittshurg with main line at Earlton 
or Chanute. That year witnessed the building of the branch from Walnut, 
Kansas, by way of Erie to Chanute, With this road came new life and new 
blond, Town lots went up from one dollar apiece to a hundred or more ae- 
cording to location. 


Merchants and other Wusiness men came, hought lots, built busmess and 
other houses and settled down to business. Brick houses were erected where 
the fire of 1872 had burned. These were the Arlington Hotel and several two 
story business houses adjoining, Four brick two story business houses were 
erected fronting the west of the public square. Then the main strest was curb- 
ad and macadamized and other public improvements made, adding mueh to 
the favorable appearance of the city. 


The coming of one railroad haying had such good effect upon its growth 
and prosperity, it was believed that another road would add more. Therefore, 
the tuwnship was induced to extend aid to the Kansas City and Pacific rail- 
way and dhat railway was built to the city in 1887. Jt is doubtful, however, 
whether that road helped Erie for pissing north ib built up by» Leading points, 
at least, in territory formerly tributary to Erie. 

Since the advent of the railroad the place has had 4 ateady, healthy growth. 
Ita material increase appears when we compare the number of inhabitants in 
the your 1882, with the number here now, and the aaseased valuation of the 
property in Brie in 1882, with oseoseed valuution naw. The number of inhab- 
itants in the city in 1882, as nearly as we can get at it, wos 300. The number 
in 1902, according to the assessor's returns, is 1178. The assessed aggregate 
valuation of property in the city in 1882, was $13,512.00, The yaluation in 
1902 is $113,929.00, an increase of more than one hundred thousand dollars, 
It is divided as follows; Lots, $70,441.00; personal, $32,275.00; railroads, 
BLL213.00, When ib is considered that the real actual value of proporty is 
aboot three times that returned, it will be seen that the property in Erie, in 
1902, is at least worth $300,000.00. 


Tn the spring of 1901, J. SHaley, put in a telephone exchange. This he 
soon afterward sold to the Erie Telephone company, which company improy- 
el and extended the system and now has one hundred and eight phones in ase. 
This aystem extends to the town of Shaw also. Im 1899 Wareham & Wood 
established a long distance telephone line snd im the same year the Kanans 
Telephone company also put in o long distance plant. The station for the last 
named two, and the exchange for the Erie Telephone company, wre placed 
in charge of W. H. Rees, at his place of business on Main efreet. In 1901 The 
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Bell Telephone company aleo put in a long distance line, with a station at 
fhe drug store of Eaton Bros, 

In 1889 the Erie Gas and Mineral company was formed and at once in- 
corporated, Tho enterprising citizens subscribed and paid up the eapital stuck 
ko that the company was enabled to go to work prospecting for gas. ‘Three 
wells were sunk on the high land north of the city, one mile. One proved to 
be a good gas well, one produced petroleum and the other was a dry hole. 
Another well was put down in the corporate limits, but while it produced some 
gis the flow was not sufficient, so that it was abandoned. It was then utilized 
a8 a mineral well, in which capacity it ie etill in use, its water containing 
wouderful medicinal properties, itis claimed. By this time the company’s re- 
eolrees were reduced to snch a degree, that it stopped further work. It having 
been demonstrated by the company that gas was present in sufficient quantities 
to supply the wante of the city and its citizens, if it were developed. The city 
in 1900 voled the sum of $5,000 in bonds for the purpose of obtaining gns 
for use a8 fuel and ught. It drilled several wells with varying results, but 
finally it was deemed best to arrange with the Hrie Gas and Mineral company 
to tuke the work in hand. 

An agreement was reached between tho city and the company which result- 
ed in the dompany’s taking charge of the matter, the city retaining an inter- 
est in the plant. The wells developed being tested and that proving satisfact- 
ory, the company set to work at once te pul in the plant, after drilling another 
well on the Light place about half a mile north of the Mossman well, where 
a strong flow of gas was developed. Since then a number of other wells have 
been drilled in different directions from the city, nearly every one of which 
has proven to be # strong passer’. 

The company had its plant in working order by the time cold weather ect 
in that autumn and it was liberally patronized by the citizens nearly all of 
whom now use gas for fuel and for lights. At the school district meeting held 
in 1901 it was decided that the district should put down a well on the school 
grounds, The work wag done without delay, resulting in the opening of an 
excellent well, From it the gas waa piped into the school building and now 
snpplies it with heat and lights. The dietrict, of course, cannot use the whole 
product just now, bnt expects, as population increases aud other school houses 
are built, to find use for it. These developments show that gas and oil exist, 
not only near the etty, but also beneath the townsite. 

Other companies and parties are obtaining leases of land in the terri- 
tory surrounding and will soon determine the exteot of the gas and oil fiell, 
which af this time presente the most fluttering prospecta. 


Churches, Schools and Societies. 


The Methodist Episcopal church was organized in the epring of 1869 by 
Rev. 'T. Palmer, with fifteen members. He became the regular preacher. Rev. 
John D. Knox, of Topeka, wae at that time presiding elder. Mectings were 
held in the public school house until 1872, when the butlding then in process 
of erection by the Christian church, was purchased. That building answered 
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all demands of the society until 1882 it was found inedaquate. Then it was 
displaced by the more pretentious and commodious building now used. The 
membership had grown from 15 to several hundred. [It still continues to have 
a steady, healthy growth. 

The Christian church was organized in the spring of 1869 at the residence 
of Dr. C. F. Stauber. Serviecs had been held prior to that time by Elder 
George Booth and Dr. Jones occasionally in the log house owned by Mrs. 
Spivey. The regular organization was effected upon the request of Mrs. Spivey 
and eight other women they induced Dr. Stauber to preach for them. He be- 
came the first regular pastor, holding meetings at lis residence, In the au- 
tumn of that year Elder M. J. Jenkins was engaged as pastor, which positiva 
he held nearly three years, holding services in the school house. The erection 
of a church building was commeneed in 1872, but owing to the removal of most 
of the members to other points, its completion had to be abandoned and it 
was sold to the Methodists. 

With the awakening of Erie in 1883, the church again revived and a 
new boilding was completed through the efforts of Dr. Stauber in 1886, It now 
has # membership of about three hundred, Dr, Stauber, through whose efforts 
this chureh was built, might well be called the church builder, for this is the 
third building of this kind in Neosho county, owing its existence to his endeav- 
ors. They, with his good works, are monuments to his memory. This society 
is in a prosperous condition. 

The Baptist church. Seven members composed this organization at its 
inception in 1869. Elder A. C. Bateman, who had prior to that time held sev- 
eral meetings, perfected the organization and was the first pastor. The school 
house was used for services until the completion of their building in 1871. 
This house is yet used by the society. It was erected at a cost of $1,500, and 
having been lately repainted, repapered and its benches replaced by neut 
seats, presents an inyiting appearance. There are regular services and an in- 
creased membership, 
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Schools. 





Brien Scnoo, Llouse. 


Erie has kept wp a lively interest in tha public school, Hyen the gloonuest 
daye, when the taxes ran highest, to pay for a school building it had given to 
the county, the school was not permitted to lag. It is No. 5, one of the earliest 
in the county. Where a small one-roomed frame building erected in 1568, 
was found adequate, an eight-room, two etory brick is hardly sufficient now. 
The most proficient teachers are employed and graduates here are prepared to 
enter the Normal or the University. The district owns its own light and heat 
plant of natural gas. In 1870 the distriet erected a three story stone structure 
at a cost of $12,000, which it afterwards, during the contest for county seat, 
donated to the county to be used asa court house. While it crippled the dist- 
rict, it was probably the means of fastening the county seat and may not have 
been a bad investment after all. The annual report of the sehool meeting in 
June, 1902, placed the number of children of school age at 442. Males, 221; 
females, 221. Burolled, boys 185, girls 182. Cash on hand, $679.57. 

Erie Lodge No. 76, A. FP. and A, M., was instituted with fourteen mem- 
bers, January 1,1869. The first officers were: J. L. Denison, W, M.; J. W. 
Stewart, S, W.; E. H. Marsh, J. W.; L, Stillwell, Sec.; J. C. Carpenter, Treas. 
J. A. Wells, 8 D. The present membership is —————. This was the first 
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Masonic lodge in the county. It owns a splendid brick hall and is in a flour- 
ishing condition. 

Erie Lodge No. 44, 1. 0. 0. F. Nine members instituted this lodge at ita 
inception. ‘The first officers installed April 9, 1869, were: John Smith, N. 
G.; Wm. H. Stewart, V. G.; S. M. French, Reo, Sec.; Irwin Smith, Treas. 
As the town increased and prospered, this lodge increased and flourished and 
when udversity struck the town its blight was forcibly visible in the lodga 
room. It owned a good hall, which about 1888 was burned along with some 
other business houses. It owns a valuable lot on Main atrect. It is out of debt 
with a sarplus in the treasury. It also owns a hall on Main street, which is 
found too small for its membership now. It membership now is ‘ 

Erie Lodge No. 2017, Knights of Honor, was instituted with Henry 
Lodge P. D.; M. Wallace, D.; John Berry, V. D.; W. P. Oliver, A. D. The 
membership of this lodge is so scant now that it bas ceased to hold meetings. 

Erie Lodge No. 274, Ancient Order of United Workmen, was instituted 
February &, 1889, an‘ now has a membership of sixty-seven. Its first officers 
were: J. A. Wells, P. M. W.: L. 8. Camborn, M, W-: E, I, Holley, F.; D. 
M. Kennedy, 0,; W. H. Powell, R.; George Gaston, F.; and W. P. Hazen, 
Receiver. 

Erie Camp No. 1101, Modern Woodmen of America, was instituted Aug- 
net 5, 1889, with twenty-six members and it now has one hundred and sixty- 
five tuembers. Its first officers were: J. A. Wells, V. C.; L. 8S. Camborn, W. 
A.; E. BR. Watt, E. B.; Chas. D. Hewit, Clerk, and W. H. Powell, Escort. 

Unity Camp 983, Royal Neighbors was organized with thirty members 
April 23, 1898. Its first officers were: Alice Haynes, oracle; Lottie George, 
V. O.; Maggie Light, Recorder; Lou Dutton, Receiver; Florence Trobridge, 
Chanvellor; Mattie A. Roe, Marshal, The camp’s present membership is 
forty-six. | 

Brie Council No. $1, Triple Tie Benefit Association, was ogee April 
21, 1898, with 21 members. First officers: O. Denious, P. P.; Geo. Coffman, 
Pres.; Lillie B. Johnson, V. P.; J. OC. Bell, See; CO. F. Prange, Treas. ; Dr. 
L. D. Haynes, Vhaplain. Present membership, 45. 

Brie Lodge No, 203, Knights und Ladies of Security, was roganized Deo- 
ember — 1894, First officers; W. 'I'. Dutton, P. Pres,; Laura A. Bryant, V. 
P.; Lotta George, 2nd V. P.; C. Neal, Prelate; J, W. Anderson, Treas. 

The Sons and Daughters of Justice, No. 77, organized August — 1899, 
H. Lodge, Pres.; J. A. Wells, Secy.; O. Denious, Treas. 

The Bankers Union of America, No. 816, organized March — 1901, M, 
J. Wells, Pree.; J. A. Wella, Secy. 

Erie claims the oldest person in the county, Wm. Sare, who lives 
on his farm neur there and who has been a resident of the same place for 
more than 33 years. His sketch appears in this yolume. 





Tragedies and Crimes. 


Erie has had its unpleasant, its painful, scenes and events, notwithstanil- 
ing its quiet existence and thut its citizens are law abiding and peaceful. 

The first tragedy that shocked and excited its people was the killing, by 
Frank Sinnamon, of Theodore Benjamin, on the main street of the town, Sep- 
tember 19, 1869. These two young men were engaged in an apparently friend- 
ly scuffle when the by-standers were startled by the report of a pistol and young 

enjamin fell to the ground pierced by a bullet. From the wound he diel. 
The pistol when diecharged was in Frank Sinnamon’s hand and he claimed 
that shooting was accidental. 

Both boys had numerous friends and some of Benjamin’s friends con- 
tended that the shooting wae done by Sinnamon purposely. The occurrence 
created great excitement and much regret. Sinnamon was arrested and trieil 
by a jury in the District court, which jury, coming to the conclusion that the 
shooting was accidental, found him not guilty. 

The joya of Christrnas 1880, were marred by the deplorable tragedy, the 
killing of Joseph Gifford, on the night of December 24, 1880, by Hannibal 
Burris. ‘There was a dance that night at Gilbert hall. whieh both inen attended, 
At one time during its progress, they were both ontside the building, on the 
north side, What took place butwuen thom ie not clear except the fact that 
Borris fired the shot that resulted in Gifford’s death within twenty-four hours. 

Borria was charged with murder but the jury fonnd him not guilty. Gif- 
ford was a young ian with an excellent reputation, of a good family and had 
tiny friends. 

Since the founding of the town there have been eeverul deaths by drown- 
ing in the Neosho river at or near the ram south of town. The earliest of 
these occurred about 1870. A man named Williams, was in some way, carried 
over the dam to his death. In the later seventies, a young man named W, 
Parr, in with zome other young men, swimming in a deep pool below the dum, 
sank and drowned before assistance could reach him. At the same place and 
about the same way young Coughorn was drowned a few years ago. 

A most pathetic and heart rending accident occurred on the third day of 
March, 1894, when Charley Stillwell, the twelve-year-old son of Judge L. 
Stillwell, was killed. He and several companions of about the same age wore 
ont hunting and fishing. They stopped in the railroad cut just east of Shaw 
to eat their dinner and were seated upon a rock overlooking a small pond, 
Charley’s gun, a small rifle which had been bored out for shot, was lying upon 
the rock just back of them. Charley was in the act of opening a box of sar- 
dines, One of the boys picked up the gun to shoot at a frog in the pond, when 
in the movement the pun was accidently discharged, the contents taking effect 
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in the left side of Charley’s neck, killing him imstantly. Charley was a bright 
handsome and healthy boy and his tragic death was a great shock to the whole 
community. 

On the 15 day of October, 1898, in the afternoon, the whole city was 
shovked and grieved over the accidental death of little Roy Priest. He with 
others hoys of about the same age were playing upon the Main street, One 
part of the play was to climb upon a passing wagon, ride a little distance and 
then get off. They climbed upon a wagon loaded with coal moving slowly. 

After going some distanee they attempted to get off and all did so safely 
except Roy, who in the attempt, fell beneath the wheels of the wagon un- 
noticed by the driver, and the wheels passed over his neck killing him mstant- 
ly, So quietly and quickly did it happen that the driver did not know he had 
run over the boy until told by some one farther down the street. The grief 
and agony of the parents were heartronding und the excitement wae intense, 
but no one could be blamed for the unfortunate uecurrence, but the thought- 
lessness of the children. Roy waz about 8 years old. 

The death of Byron C. Wells, on the 28 day of November, 1898, was 
accidental and pathetic. Byron was the first child born upon the Erie town- 
site. He grew to manhood here and was bright and shrewd, wotil a year or 
so prior to his death when fuiling health began to tell wpon his physieal and 
mental powers. At the time of hie death he was employed as clerk in the 
post office. He had driven to St. Paul that evening and had sturted for home, 
when at # short distance from the eity, by the andden turning of the team 
or in some other way he was thrown from the buggy and fatally injured. Dpon 
the return of the team friends went in search of him finding his body at the 
point where he had been thrown from his buggy. 








Osage Mission. 


Osage Mission, (now St, Paul), was located in 1866. The townsite, the 
athwest quarter of Section 13, in Township 29, Range 20, BE, was that year 
obtained from Fr, Jobn Schoenmakers, who had a title under the treaty with 
the Osages in 1865. 

A town company consisting of S. A, Williams, George A. Crawford, Gen. 
O. W. Blair, Benjamin McDonald and John Naudier, was formed and active 
operations commenced in earnest in 1867, On the townsite in 1866, was 
erected a frame store building, in which A, D. Williams, son of S. A. Williams, 
put a stovk of goods. L. P, Foster & Co., had a log house there filled with 
peneral inerchandise, J. M, Royeroft started the first saloon in a little log 
house on County street in 1867, The town company m 1867, bulit a two 
story business house on Oounty and Market strects, into which A. D, Williams, 
who had been appointed post master, moved his store, and opened the post office 
with C. H. Howard as deputy. Tlere the office was finally established with C. 
H. Howard as post master in 1868, [Me continued the office there and held the 
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ottice of post master for fifteen years. The year 1867 witnessed the erection of 
a large hotel, by Nandier at the eorner of Neosho and Market streets. Thie 
hotel under the ekillfol management of Mra, Margaret Naudier, became justly 
celebrated as the best Lotel in southern Kunsas. Othor business adventurts 
were opined up in 1867. The store of L. P. Foster & Co., under the manage: 
mont of J, P. Morgan and his brothers Nate and Charles, and George Lowns- 
berry, wae doing a rushing business and so were all the other enterprises there, 

Abont tho sine time S.J. Gilmore, who owned the quarter adjoining this 
on the weet, laid it out in town lote and started a town. In 1867 J. B. Lamb 
located 4 general store here; N. Tucker, a general store, and Jacob Turner tha 
same. §. 7, Gilmore a store, and Ulmer & Marston, furniture manufacturers, 
Mr. (ilmere was appointed post master in 1864, suceeeding John Schoen- 
makers. This port office was established in 1851 for the benefit of the Catholic 
Mission and it was held at the Mission proper until about the time of the ap- 
pointment of S.J. Gilmore, Mr. Gilinore named his town “Catholic Mission,” 
taking the name of the postotiee, It will be seen that he had the advantage 
of the other town in this, that he had possession of the post office and alah 
had more business houses to start with. But the other partics acemed to have 
had the strongest pull, for as before stated, they obtained the post masterehip 
for one of their namber and moved the office to the other townsite. 


Of qouree thore was some rivalry between these two towns but it did not 
lust. In August, 1868, the first newspaper, in either town, “The Osage Mission 
Journal,” was started in Catholic Mission or “Gilmore Town,” as it was calletl. 
Hore Mr, Gilmere, some years before, had built a long log house, which he 
had occupied as a store, dwelling and post office, This building, after he 
quit business, (about the last of 1867). he rented, part to families and part 
née an ollice, It became known ag “Castle Thunder.” Here Byron P .Ayers, 
3. 8. Brinkerhoff and T. C. Corey, lawyers, held their offices at different 
limes, Hero on Christmas eves, were held high-toned entertainments to 
geuthanen of thu bar and their male friends, with Ayers as host, and at whieh 
gatherings the punch was not made of orange juiec. he year 1868, virtually 
settled the qneetiun of which place would be the town. The new hotel had 
become firmly establiched, the post office had been located on the Mission towni- 
site, the lines of stages made haadquarters st the Neosho house, and the influx 
of business men to the Mission townsite was great, while Gilmore town did not 
add to its inhabitants greatly. 

It soon became evident to those doing business in Gilmore town that it 
wae to their interest to move, eo they all did, getting property and putting up 
business houses, mostly on County street, so that by 1870, all were on the 
other townsite, including the “Journal.” 

The name of the post office was afterwards changed from “Catholic Miz- 
sion” to “Osage Mission.” The growth of the place was rapid so that by May, 
1869, if was incorporated as a town with John Ryan, president, John Moffit, 
clerk; B. P. Ayers, T. C. Corey and RB. D. Cogswell, board of trustees. This 
continued until October 25, 1869, when it was aseartained that there were 
enough inhabitants to authorize tho change to a city of the third class, This 
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chunge was made October 26, 1869, and John O’Grady, Esq. was chosen mayor, 
B. P. Ayers, John Ryan, John Moffit, R. D. Cogswell and J. P. Morgan, coun- 
cilmen. The city contained in 1869 the following business houses: four dry 
goods slores, nine grocery and provision stores, three blacksmith shope, two 
furniture stores, six carpenter shops, two drug stores, two saddle and ea 
shops, hwo wagon shops, six Jaw offices, seven physicians, one livery stable, four 
hotels, one hardware and stove store, three wholesale liquor houses, one bar- 
ber shop, aod three billiard saloans. 


‘lo these, as time passed, other business interests and houses were added 
as the city grew. T'o the original townsite the following additions were made: 
St. Francis first and second additions, 1868-9: Scannell’s firet, second and 
third additions, L86)-%0; Crawford's addition and Drake's addition, 1870-71; 
All these inchiding Catholic Mission or Gilmore Town were inchided in the 
corporation of City of Osige Mission. In the *70’s and *80's the most of the 
frame business houses gave way to stone and brick buildings, giving the place 
a solid and substantial appearance. It probably reached the zenith in its 
prosperity im 1882, when the failure of the “Nelson Bank” gave it its firet 

urt, 

Of this hunk O. O. Nelson was president, and Sum F. Dennison, cashier. 
They had the entire confidence of the community and consequently handled 
the most of the people’: money. An old debt was brought up againat Nelson 
and an attaohment served upan him and the fundsofthe bank were attachod. 
Tor this he gave seourity, but thaf night he went back to Canada from whence 
he came. Some of his creditors lost a part of their money on deposits whilo 
othera lost it all. 

But the real solar plexus blow that stopped the rapid advancement of 
the wity was the building of a railroad west across the county some six miles 
north of the place and which made Erie a station, thus cutting off a large part 
of the territory that had been contributory to Osage Mission, Of course, prior 
to that time it had guffered lose by the Wuilding up of Parsons and other towns 
on the south. Undoubtedly in its best day Osage Mission was the largest and 
liveliest town in the county and for many miles distant. Prior to the advent 
of the railroud the travel was ly stage which carried mail and express, ‘Tale 
the time tuble published in 1860 and one will get some idea of the importance 
of the place as a stage fown, The Fort Scott stage arrived af 5 P. M. on 
Tuesday, Tharsday and Saturday, and departed at 6 A. M. on Monday, Wed- 
nesday and Friday. The Humboldt stage arrived al 8 P, M. on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday and departed Monday, Wednesday and Saturday at 4 
A. M. The Baxter Springs stage arrived at 5 P. M. on ‘Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday and departed on Monday, Wednesday and Briday at 4 A. M. Part 
of this service was afterwards mare daily. It will be even that the coming 
anid the going of these stages made, at least an apparently lively town and was 
an animated eeane. He who wanted to go somewhere found it neéessary to 
rise early. 

The stages were none of your slow kind, bunt the regular four-horse Con- 
cord couch, the drivers experts, who knew how to make the most noise with 
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whip and south, thus adding to the bustling racket of arrival and departure. 

As to banks the city had « varied experience. Pierce & Mitchell started 
a private bank in 1871 and from the start did an excellent business. After- 
ward if was incorporated as the Neosho County Savings Bank, and continued 
so till 1876, when it was sold to BE, W, Bradbury, who continued the business 
till 1879, when the owner concluding that it was too much of a strain upon 
him, wound up the affairs of the bank, honorably, and qnit. J. V .Pierce then 
commenced as a private banker, finally disposing of hig business to C. N. Post 
who associated with him 'T. M. Baxter. ‘This firm apparently did a good busi- 
ness, but it seems the expense did not permit (he accumulation of a surplus 
fund, so that when the banking law, requiring the examination of banks be- 
came a certainly, the City Bank, as it was eulled, closed ita doors, therchy 
making an assigninent for the benefit of its creditors. The general complaint 
heard from the creditors was that they derived but little benefit from the action 
of the bunk, 

The Nelson bank, the correet name of which wae “Neosho Connty bank,” 
came in 1881, and bad an ephemeral existence of four months and then de 
parted as above noted. After that the banking business was done hy Wm, May, 
ioml the organization of the bank of Osage Mission, now the Stite Bank of 
St. Paul, of which institution he is the manager. 


Schools. 


The first publie school taught in the town was by Mise Anna Swank io 
the sominer of 1868, There was no school building on the townsite so if waa 
necessary fo rent one, if following that the accommodations were as poor as 
it was possible for them to be. A subscription school had been taught by 
Ansel Gridley, Sr.,in uw little frame house on the public aqnare in the winter 
of 1807-4. It wae the first schoo! taught in the place. The school meeting 
for the year 1868 wae held in the office of T. F. Rager. When tt came to the 
question of hiring a teacher and voting ou tax, the proposition was voted down, 
The meeting adjourned ami considerable excitement, those who favored a 
public school being visibly agitated. Tt was in fat a crisis in the history 
of the town, as it was soon found that unless there was to be a public school 
an exodus of those favoring it would be the result. Mr. Seott, even went so 
far as to negotiate with parties af Girard for the removal of his printing press 
to that place. But it was found, even by those opposing the tax, that a publia 
tchool was a necessily, a special meeting was called at the same place, whea 
no opposition was found against the tax. From that time the public schools 
of the city grew. 

By October, 1869, a frame school house, costing $2,000.00, was finished 
and §. 1. Cook installed as principal teacher. During the winter of 1865-9 
T. C. Corey, an attorney, had taught the school in an unplastered frame build- 
ing, chopping the wood necessary for the use of the school and eometimes being 
unable to keep the fire going. For the extra work he received no compensation 
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and having these extra difficulties (o contend with, it is not surprising that 
he resigned that charge, “to attend to the duties of county attorney.” It was 
but a short time when it was found that the new school building was too small 
for the accomodation of the schools, so it bevame necessary to build a new 
goe, This was finished in 1872, a two story briek building containing four 
departments. The pablic schoole of Osage Mission have attained and gus 
tain an envinble reputation, The room provided by the last mentioned build- 
ing would have been wholly inadequate for the pupils of the town but for the 
favt that many of them attended the excellent school at the Mission, half a 
mile oast of the city, 

This school, a8 stated in wnether part of this history, was started in 1847, 
under the inanagement of Pre. Joho Schoenmulers, a8 an industrial school for 
the Osage Indians. Bot the father knew that sooner or later the Indians 
woold be removed and with their withdrawal, the school would probably cease 
to be carrie! on for his benefit. He saw here an oppartunity to build up a 
great educational institution and to that end he labored, Chat his efforts were 
successful, the result shows. In place of the small frame building described 
elsewhere, for principal school buildings, two large three-story stone buildings 
were erect. "I'wo three-story stone dwellings, one for boys, the other for 
gle, were also finished, Also other buildings, among them a two-story frame 
or library and other purposes. A new charch bnilding of pressed stone 
TAx175 fect, of splendid design and fine workmanship, took the place of the 
olel frame that had served its purpose for so many years, 

In May, 1870, the school for hoys was chartered onder the oame of Saint 
Francis Institute and in September, 1870 =the school for girls was incor- 
porated ae Samt Ann’s Academy. The Academy was undur the managemeot 
of Mother Bridget Hayden, and anu tlicient corps of teachers, Sisters of Lor- 
etta, These eehools became famous, and students came not ouly from all parts 
of the state but from other states as well. Vather Sthoenmukers lived to see 
lng efforts crowned with eucees. The four fine buildings comprising Saint 
Ann’s Academy, unfortunately caught fire and were completely destroyed on 
the third day of September, 1895, entailing a loss of many thousund dollars 
and necessitating tho olosing of the Academy until auch time as is deemed 
proper to rebuild. The Sisters etill hold a large number of weres of land 
There. 

OF those who took up the labor of cstablishing schools for the upbnildi 
of the Indian and who came to the wilderness and devoted all their time an 
energy in the work to better his condition both morally and mtellectually, too 
much good cannot be said. Commencing hack in 1847, they devoted their 
lives to thie work, without expecting reward, except in aeeing the seed sown, 
verminate and bring forth fruit, though the work was slow, tedious, tiresome 
and often discourage, and the reward that comes to the steadfast faithful 
worker of good deeds, To these faithful and patient workers, came the same 
chemy that comes to all—death, 

Father John Schoenmakers was born at Waspeck, Holland, and died at 
Ovage Mission, July 28,1885, aged 75 years and 3 months. His remains and 
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that of his co-workers, Fathers Box and Colleton, are buried in the beautiful 
cemetery at Flat Rock, near the Mission, which was their home so long. 

_ Father Ponziglione (Paul) was born in Italy, of noble lineage, (a count) 
February 11, 1818, in the city of Cheraseo. He died at Chicago, March 28, 
1900, at the age of 82 years. 

These were remarkable men, as they must have been to have so success- 
fully carried on their great work to the point reached. 

Of the Sisters who came out in the early days, dating back some of them, 
to 1847, Mother Bridget, nee Hayden, died at Osage Mission, January 23, 
1590, aged 75 years and is buried in the Sisters cemetery, near the Mission. 
Sister Concordia died in 1901, at Loretta, Kentucky. 

The society of which Father Schoenmakers was 8. J., was superseded by 
another missionary order called the Passionists, on February 11,1894, under 
Fathers Sebastin and Raymond, Nine or ten fathers, besides brothers and 
étudents reside at the Mission. 


Churches. 


The oldest and by far the largest in point of membership and greatest in 
wealth, its organization here dating back to at least 1847, is the Catholic 
chureh. he Catholic building, elsewhere described, is the finest and probah- 
ly the largest in the state, the membership here probably being as large, if not 
larger than any other organization of Cutholies in the state. 

‘The Methodist Episcopal church was organized August 15, 1868. The 
officers were Solon E. Marston, J. M. Boyle, Andrew Smith. They built a sub- 
stantial house and own @ parsonage. 

The Baptists organized Novernber 13,1568, with Rey. Hiteheocl as pas- 
tor. They built a Jarge frame house, but owing to change of location of many 
of the members, the completion of the house was abandoned and the property 
disposed of. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal church was organized December 12,1870. 5. 5. 
Warner, Senior Warden; J. H. Scott, Junior Warden; C. F. Hutchings, J. 
B. Lamb, H. B. Leonard, A. J. Smith and George B. Cook, vestrymen; 8. D. 
Cook. clerk, and C. H. Howard, treasurer. A Sunday school was also 
organized. The society purchased and fitted up the school house in the place 
of which a new brick has been erected. 

The Christians or Desciples, organized in May 1891, with C. F. Stauber 
and John Dale as elders. Through the efforts of Dr. (, I, Stauber the society 
erected a neat little church building. Owing to the removal of most members 
the society organization has been yirtually abandoned. 

The colored people have a religious organization and have services at 
stated periods. 


Poe 
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Lodges. 


Osaze Mission Lodge No. 53, 1. O. O. F., was instituted March, 1870. 
J. B. Magill, N. G.; J. S. Carson, V. G., W. Rouse, Treas., D. 8. Miller, Par 
ta 8. 8. Warner, R. Secy. It is, at this time, one of the best lodges in 
the state. 

Mission Lodge No. 92, A. FP. and A, M. was organized in January, 186%, 
James A. Songer,W. M.; and W. Rouse, Seay. ‘ 

Ancient Order United Workmen, was organized in January, 1881. 

Gen. J. K. Warren Post No. 114, G. A. R., has been in existence here ever 
since December, 1882. This was the first Grand Army Tost organized in this 
eounly. 

The Sons and Daughters of Justice, the Anti-Horse Thief As.ociation, 
The Modern Woodmen of America, The Royal Neighbors and Rebevcal lode 
No, 229, T. O, u. F., all have organizations here. 


Newspapers. 


The first, the “Osage Mission Journal,” was established by Jolin Seott 
August 1568, a five column folio and although ils name was changed once oz 
twice, it is now being isstied under the original name by Mr. W. W. Grayae 
$s a seven column Iolio, 

The Neosho Valley Enterprise, started by F. W. Ward, finally purchased 
by D. C. Ambrose, was evommenced in September, 1880 and was run aa a 
democratic paper until October, 1882, when T, F. Ross purchased a half in- 
terest in tt and ite name was changed to the Neosho County Republican and 
ite politics were also changed. his paper was afterward moved to Ene and 
consolidated with the Reeord, 

The Neosho Connty Demoerat waa fathered by A. Conn, Jannary 1883, an 
eight colamn paper democratic in politics, and was viut spring purchased by 
T. F. Rager and George Hill, who ran it under the name of the Denwerat 
Publishing Co. In 1884 they sold it to Hardy & (reorge, who after publish- 
ing it for sone months moved it to Erie where it underwent several changes in 
maine aé Well as owners and in politics, if is now being published az the Eris 
Sentinel, by Miss Elizabeth Pramier.: It is u populist organ, 

Other papers had an inning in Osage Missicn, umeng which were the 
“Anti-Monopolist,” 1871, by D. Martin; the Peoples Advocate, 1871-72, pub- 
lished part of the time by Jas. Martin and J. C. Lille and afterwards by J. 
B. Lamb and Daniel Scannell, 

Tho Transcript was published by Crowther & Walker, in 1872-3. 

The first professional men were ©, F. Huteching, B, P. Ayers, 'T', C. Corey, 
T. F. Rager, H. L, Pestana, John O'Grady, John Moffit, T. W. Cogewell, law- 
yers. A, FY. ieeley, R. D. Cogswell, C. E, Steadman, O. 8. Copeland, Chas. C. 
Arme and . Noble, physicians. 

A large flouring mill was built in 1871 by Ryan and Roycroft, at a cost 
of something over ten thousand dollars. The same mill, with modern improye- 
ments, is now run by Munding Bros. 
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J. W. Bugby put up the firet elevator and the place became the market for 
all the grain for many miles distarit, 

In 188 , the Sherman House, one of the larvest hotels, was destroyed by 
fire. Not long afterward the other large hotel, the “Neosho Honse,” was also 
burned. Thus passed away an interesting landmark of the first days. The 
Neosho House wae the firet hotel, propwr, built in the town, and during tts ox- 
istence of about twenty years years had witnessed scenes of pleasure—of pain 
—of live times and of dull times. It was not known how these flres originuted, 
but they were hoth believed te be incendiary. Both were insured. 


St. Paul. 


On the 12th day of April, 1895, upon application of a number of citizens 
of Osage Mission, the name of the city was changed to Saint Paul, and not 
long utterward thu name of the post aflice made the same. This action wie 
taken because of the many annoyanews arising from the fact that ahe name 
Osare Mission often becaine confnsed with Osage City, another town and post- 
olfice im the state, resulting in the miseending of mail, freight and other things. 
The we 18 lovated in a most beautiful valley, which extends from the Neosho 
river, ahout one mile and a half west.and south, to Flat Rock creck, something 
over & half mile cast These etreams, fringed with woods, add te the acdmira- 
ble appearance, while to the north the land gradually rises to the high prairie, 
from which a magnificent view of the country for many miles may be hadrl, 
‘One of the best carriage shops in the state is located in this city, 

Postinasters: At Catholic Mission—John Schoenimakers, L55L-lst4, S. J, 
Gilmore, 1864-1866. A, D. Williums, 1866-1868. As Osage Mission, C. H. 
Howard, 1868-1883, J. 8, Custis, 1883-1885, John R. Brunt, 1885-1889, EF. 
B, Park, 1889-1893. M. Devine, 1893-1897. As Saint Paul, J. M. Boyle, 1897 
—present incumbent, 

Mayors: Of Osage Mission—John O'Grady, 1869; B, P. Ayers, 1870-1872; 
W. L. Simons, 1872; T. H. Butler, 1873; C. L. Lease, one month, in 1874, 
when he resigned and M, Barnes actecl as Mayor until 1875. A. D. Stoddard, 
1875-1877; Len Stedmun, 1877-1879; L. 8. Orton, 1879; W. H. Williams, 
Iss}; J. L. Denison, ssl; L. Stedman, 1882-1884; 7. R. Brant, 1884; W. 
A. Penny, 1885; John H. Woods, 1886; E. Kinney, 1887; J. T. Wimsett, 
1888; J. TL. Woods, five months, 1859; D. W. Jacobs finished term to 1400; 
Frank Childs, 1890 to 1892; M. Devine, 1892, C. A. Wimaett, sixty-two dave 
in 1803; Wilham May, 1893-1894; D. Zehner, 1594-1895. Of St. Panl—D). 
Zehner, 1896; W. H. Hefley, 1896; H. H. Null, 1897; J. H. Tepfer, 180f; 
Fielding Scott, 1899; J, F. Gallett, 1900-1901-1902—present mayor. 

The first agricultural fair was held at Osage Mission in 1872. It was suc- 
cessful as an exhibit and financially. 

The first county Sunday School Convention was held there October 30, 
1872. M. J. Salter, President; T. F. Rager, Secretary. 

The highest point reached by Osage Mission, in population, was a few over 
2,700, in 1872. 
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Suicides. 


The first suleide un the county was that, by morphine, of KE, M. Allman, 
division engineer, engaged upon the work of locating the M. K. & 'T. main line 
through the vounty, at Osage Mission, December #8, 1870, He was about 25 
years old, large, handsome, pleasing address. popular aid unmarried. On his 
way to the «rug etere where he obtained the drug, he met John H. Scott, the 
vditor of the Journal, and extending hie hand said, “Good-by.” Seott. said, 
“You are not going to leave ue?” He said, “Tm going to kill myself, Pve 
lived one day too long.” It was not supposed that be was in earnest. but ue 
evidently meant if as he wae dead in a short time. 

A few days afterward, A. W. Fields, of Oswego, went to a livery stable 
in Osage Mission snd killed himself by cutting lis thront, Tle was 35 years 
old and was supposer! to haye been ander the influence of liquer. 


Deaths by Accident. 


Probably as free from horrible occurrences and heart rending seeilents, 
thts place has had its share during its eartior life. Death by drowning waa 
more Frequent than ip seems it should have been. But people were used to 
crossing streame unbridged at almost any slage of water and so it happened 
that some became too reckless. Probably the first was the drowning of a colored 
boy in the @uploy of Dr. Neely, Ue attempted to swim his horse across tha 
Neosho, but was carried away anid drowned. 

On Devember 13, 1852, the city wae startled by an explosion heard upon 
the big island just south of town. The explanation soon came, casting a 
shadow of gloom and grief over all. The hoiler to the saw mill, then locatiod 
upon the island, had exploded, killing W. GL. Johnston, the proprietor; Anthony 
Beachwood and Ben J. Owens. A young man, Bud Barrett, was badly wound- 
iw] as was also a negro girl, who was strack by a rock cast by the foree of the 
steam. Johnston left a wife and two children, Beachwood left a wife and 
child, Owens was a single man. 

Then a young German, out with some friends one night, attempted to fori 
Flat Roel, but the flood was too great and his body decked the sands near the 
river the next day. Afterward in the winter of 1876 Mr, J. Dillon, in going 
toward his honie across the river, on horseback, one mght, fell from the abutt- 
iment of the bridge (which had preyiously fallen) into the river below, killing 
hiin und his horse. Just above the bridge mentioned, which is about one and 
half miles sonth of the city, is a ford and just below the ford is a hole of deep 
water which might truthfully be termed a “hole of horrors,” for not less than 
five persons have been drowned there. Here is where Mr. Dillon, above named, 
met his fate. In after years his wife married a Mr, ey, oe One day in 
going from town they started to ford the river at this place, but although this 
ford is not deep, some way they were carriunl down to this hole and were both 
drowned. A young and popular priost was another victim of this place, He 
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had a habit of riding horseback, frequently, and often crossed ut this place, 
weuiely taking a pleasure in riding across and back again Several times be- 
fore leaving. One afternoon he was taking his customary ride, had ridden 
across and was eoming back when suddenly he gaye a ery and disappeared. 
Some workmen on the bank lad noticed him riding im the river and heard his 
cry just m time to sce hint disappear. ‘hey hastened to his rescue, bat he was 
drowned, his body being found below the bridge. 

A most horrible thing was (he cremation of two men in the calaboose, 
December 10, 1874, James Fox and Donglae Corbin were prisoners in the 
building, which was a small double roomed house made of etudding laid upon 
cach other and fastened with spikes, Thus the wall was four inches thick. 
There was a stnall opening or two in the building for air, too smell for nse 
for any other purpose, In the night time this building took fire and before aid 
could be obtained it und the men in it were burned. 


Murders. 


Probably the firet murder in the town was the killing of Jas. Curren by 
Taylor Horne, This oreurred in Decwmber, 1870. Tl ie deseribed in the erimi- 
nal record herein. Horne was morshall and on the way to the calaboose Cur- 
hy aoa away from him and began pulling off hia eout when Horne shot 
tin dead, 

Ther were other deeds of wickedness more or less heurtrending, the faets 
relating to which are not at hand, but that whieh gave the community the 
rrvtest shock and fllod it with herrer, was the murder of Frank Seott, the 
lwenty year old son of John TL Reott, former editor of the Journal. Mr. Seott 
varie to Osage Mission in Avenet, 1808, and started the Journal With bisa 
cam his wife and two bright littl children, Cora and Frank. These children 
erew up in this place. Frank, who was a quiet, kind hearted boy, became proti- 
cient in the printer’s trade and at the time of his death was employed as fore- 
mon in the Derieerat office, Lees than half an hour, probably, prior to his 
Heath, Prank parted from his employer, Mr. Rager, in a pleasant and apparent- 
ly happy frame of mind. At the northwest corner of Mouser’s drug store, on 
that beautiful September wight, 1885, in the dark recess, the murderer waite] 
and when Frank was passing, shot lim, killing him instantly. The excitement 
wie mtense, It was not supposed that Frank had an enemy in the world, 
Yoong Will Mouser was arrested and tried for the crime, but was acquitted, 
After this orcurrence, whieli broke his heart John HH. Scott was not the eame 
man. He, for awhile, edited a paper at Fredonia, Kans,, but his heart was not 
in his work, His health begun to decline and in a year or two afterward he 
died, That his thonghts were continually upon his dead boy there can be no 
doubt, for his last words were. “I sve Frank.” 

The death of Ed, Kinney, a lawyer, by falling from an M. K. & T, train 
on the night of December 28, 1890, startled and shocked the whole oity. How 
it happened can only be surmised. Ole was found near the track about a milo 
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northeast of the city, his head bruised and evidence along the track that he 
had been dragged some distance, evidently holding onto the platform railing 
as long as he vould, ‘There were others, but this is enough. 


Pleasanter Things. 


It is o relief to torn from the horrible events in the history of a city ta 
other seanes of a pleasing nature, The first celebration of the Fourth of Jul, 
1868, at Osaye Mission was a grand ono. The publio square, a piece of ground 
deveid of shrub or tree, was the place selected for the event. Boughs were 
brought from the woods at the river, and a great arbor was built, I remomber 
one funny incident mm regard to the building of this arbor, A certain youth, a 
tender foot, at the pubhe meeting held to discuss ways and meang to haye 
the work done, was appointed as a comumilice lo eee a Mr, Bowen as to the 
hauling. This youth arose and in dead earnest said, “I du not know how [ 
can approach Mr, Bowen upon this subject as IT have not yet been introduerd 
to the gentleman.” Of course this lrought down the house, but the youth 
heard of it for many moons afterward. 

The speakers on that occasion were T. C, Cory, C. F. Hntehings, Johu 
O'Grady and '. F. Rager. There was an immense audienee for people canie 
from everywhere. It is unnecessary to say that the orators did themselves 
proud and that the people were touch enthused and entertamed by the elo- 
quence uncorked upon that oeeagion, Curious as if may seem now, there were 
no lemonade stands or ice cream saloons, owing to absenee of ice, in fach the 
only cool and refreshing beverage to whieh we could and did treat our gitls 
was the water from the well on the corner, To this well the fair ones euine in 
bunches and enjoyed the refreshing drink. The day passed withont inedent 
fo war the pleasure of it ‘ 

The Fourth of July, 1869, was advertised to be filled with immamerabte 
attractions and it was. The youthful orators who had fmnished the amuse- 
ment, for the crowd of 1868, were excused with the exception of C. F. Huteh- 
ings, who was the orator chosen for the occasion. Little Bear with a hand nf 
fixty Osage Indians, under the supervision of Samuel Gilmore, executed aa 
Indian war dance to the evident gratification of the assembled mnltitades, 

According to the Journal the following correspondence took ue hetwoen 
the mayor of Osage Mission and the mayor of Mrie, which latter had just heen 
incorporated as a city of the third class: 


“Mayor's Office, Erie, Kans, Jan. 1, 1870. 


Krie to Osage Mission sends greeting: A happy new year dawns upon 
us. Erie has becom a city de facto as well as in votes, Erie is also the county 
seat. Her people rejoice with oxceeding great joy. But she does not wish to 
crow over her sistur Mission, She has the kindest wishes for your prosperity. 
We feel that the two cities are bound together with stronger bonds of friend- 
ship than ever, the bond of 1714 “square” voles on one side and 1200 on the 
other. We can now, 1f we pull together, “tote” things just about as we please. 
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In this connection T should like to ask you the price of pork and beans, hominy, 
onions, etc. Our city has been cleaned out of delicacies by our legal voters. 
Wishing you all a happy new year, I remain, very respectfully, 


J. A. Weis, Mayor. 
Mayor’s Office, Osage Mission, Kans., Jan. 1, 1870, 


“lo the Mayor of Erie, greeting: Mission joins her sister city in her 
joy on this happy occasion, We congratulate you on your newly acquired dig- 
nities. We are not jealous of your success, we were beaten by a fair vote, and 
bow to the will of the people. I congratulate you personally upon your ap- 
pointment as mayor. It is a good thing to be a mayor. I am a mayor. But 
there are occassional drawbacks to the felicity, however. I drew two elephants 
a few days since, and don’t know what to do with ’em. You can have one, or 
both, cheap. 

“We feel that the interests of Mission and Erie should be consolidated, we 
can out-vote the world. I have to say in regard to your inquiry, that not 
being in the provision business [| cannot give you the price of the articles 
you mention. But a good brand of Old Bourbon may be had at fair rates. 
Robinson county has a downward tendency. May your shadow never grow less 
nor your vote larger, With great respect, 
J. O’Grapy, Mayor 


To understand this fully the reader must know that at the county seat 
election held not many moons previous, Erie had cast 1714 votes and Mission 
1200. 


CHANUTE. 
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SANTA FE DEPOT (From the North), 


Chanute, situated upon parts of sections 16, 20, 21, 23 and 29 in township 
“7, S., range 18, E., is the metropolis of Neosho county. 


aa 
‘ 


Its location on the higher prairies about one mile west of the river, 1s 
healthful, pleasant and desirable. It commande the trade and business of a 
great scope of fertile country in Allen, Neosho and Wilson counties. It has 
an interesting past. 

In the spring of 1870, the L. L. & G. railroad company stuck ths grade 
stakes, crossing the M. K. & T. railroad, making junction just north of Cha- 
nute. Before any grading was done there, M. T. Jones, T. C. Jones, 5. We 
Foster and J. A. Wells of Erie, purchased a ferty acre tract im section 21 and 
W. B. Fisher and J, C. Carpenter bought the forty acres due south of the first, 
while W. B. Fisher, C, H. Pratt and J. C. Carpenter bought the eighty acree ad- 
joining the two farties on the east. They laid out the whole tracts into lots, 
first having all deeded to T. C. Jones, who platted the townsite and filed plat 
in his name on the 11th day of June, 1870, He afterwards deeded. back to the 
parties, lots to the extent of their respective interests. The site was surveyed 
by 8. S. Winfield, who ig now a grain dealer at Chanute. From the time of 
filing the plat in the register of deeds office, the town grew rapidly, The name 
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thosen and designuted for the now town was “New Chicago.’ This name 
indicates the expectation of the founders, not then believing that the day of the 
realization of their fondest hopes would be so long in arriving, now gratified to 
Witness & growth and prosperity of the place beyond their wildest dreams, 
ulthough the name had to be distarded. On the 10th of June, 1870, a company 
eouposed of Honore Dupuy, Darius Rogers, 5. 1. Beach, P. Ridenour, A. L.. 
Auderson, R. O. Predeanx and 8. 1. Wikard, filed a plat of the town of Tioga 
in the register of deed’s olfice, This vovered the eighty acres cornering with 
the townsite of New Chicago on the northwest Great rivalry sprang up be- 
tween the two places, to the detriment of both, 

(A Jarge portion of the early population of the town, lite that of all 
frontier places, was composed of an adventurous eluss of persons, whose abid- 
ing was nol intended Wo be other than temporary. 

Iu the fall of 1870, George C, Crowther, who afterward represented the 
St. Joseph, Mo., district in congress, started the firet newspaper in the town, 
inder the name of the New Chicago Transeripl, the publicution of whiel: he 
continued until 1879, when he moved to Osave Mission, Then A, 1. Rivers 
of Leavenworth ustabhishad the Chanute Times, which he continual te publish 
for a muimnber of years, be the spring of 1871, Mr, — Haynes sturted a paper 
in the rival tawe ef ‘Tioga, uoder the name of the Tioga Herakt ond there- 
after moch bithernese was manifest im beth sheets as to (he superior claims of 
lhe rival towns. Soon afier the filing of the plat of New Chicago, a postoltics 
wat cetablished here antl M. T. Jones wis appointed postinuster and served in 
that copucity until L873, when he resigned in favor of J. B. Beatly, who was 
appoinieal as tie suceessor, ‘The rival town of Tioga also obtained thi estah- 
fishinent of a postofice there, wrth George I. Wilder ae postmaster. 

By venson of Le animosity engendered by these rival towns, many people 
Whe cume wilh a view ul locating, not desiring to cuter into [netional fights. 
went further south ant west. I}: September, 1874), Col, J. 0, Carpenter secured 
the uilding of a depotoo the M. RK. & 'T., where it yet stands, This desirable 
Wuilding was olitained though BR. 8S. Stevens, who was then building the AL. 
AK. & T. entlroad. then advanced as tur as Chetopa, Nansns, 

The L, L. & G2 railroud company through the influcnee of Tioga people 
built its depot nerth of town und at the junction of the two roads, which 
depot was subevquently struck by lightning and burned down, The company 
then evrectad aitier depot further south on the site where the Santa Fe’s new 
Uepot is to be built. This tool fire from a barning elovater on the opposite 
side of the track and wae also dustroyed. That company then moved un old 
building on the south side of Fonrth street. to a point just in the rear of the 
Tuteher building, awd occupied it about four years, when it erected thu ony 
now in use on the weet side of the track. ‘he Santa Fe company is now ¢lear- 
ing the ground where the old second depot owned by it formerly stood, with the 
intention of erecting a $30,000 depot this smminer—1002, 

The postoffice at New Chiengo was at first locnted in a small franie lrild- 
iny that stood between the Oriental Hotel and the alley eae of it, where it re- 
mained witil the consolidation of the rival towns, when a building was moved 
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from Tioga to the new town of Chanute and placed upon a tot, then and now 
owned by M. 'T. Jones, and now oceupied by the grocery of 8. B. Work, 


Consolidation. 


The rival lowns coming to realize that instead of building up, they were 
destroying each other, on January 1, 1873, laving acquired the necessary 
signatures thereto, and all requisite steps having been taken, filed a petition in 
the district court, asking for a consolidation of the two towns under the namie 
of Chanute, which name had been previously agreed upon in honor of O, 
Chanute, civil engineer on the L. L. & G, railroad, Previous to this a piece of 
land, lying west of the L. L. & G. track and north of Fourth street was laid 
out and platted as “Alliances,” by John Cooper, and another plat under the 
— of “New Chicago Junction,” was made of laud at the janction by B, I. 
stone, " 

A number of houses from Tioga were located upon the Allianee plat, 
among which was the “Sherman House’ Previous to the consolidation the 
Tioyva post olfiee was abolished by the department, When the towns were con- 
solidated the combined population was From 800 to 1200, and if waa a city 
of the third class. The prowress of the new town was slow until after 188). 
Like other places. it felt the effects of the depressed! condition of business Het 
existed from 1873 to 1880, Ln TAST the division headquarters of the Southern 
Waneas (5. PF. Ry.) was located there, Sinee that time the town has tad 
a steady, healthy growth until it now has reached a population of about 6,000, 
the exact figures as piven liv the wssessor lust apring buing 5,443. 

5. W. Foster was appointed the first agent there of the M. K. & T. rail- 
roud, before a depot was built and held the same position for twelve or more 
years. The first agent of the L. L. & , railrond was a Mr. Hamlin, who was 
succeeded by J. HL. Marshall. 

The Methodist Kpiscopal church was built in the fall and winter of 
1870 under the direction of tev. G. W, Pye, now wo bunker, of Cherokee, Kaas. 
The Presbyterian church was built under the supervision of Rev. G, W. MeMil- 
lan, who served the congregation for a number of years and returned to his 
native state, New Jersev, where he died. The first bank was established in 
the fall of 1870, by M. Baily. He did business in a frame boilding on the 
corner opposite the Orientul hotel, where he afterwarda erected the bank build- 
ing now nsed as the gus and wuter offices, in which building he did business 
until his death in 189%. 

In 1871, schoo! district No. 2, in whieh hoth New Chicago and Tioga were 
situated, votod $12,000 in bends with which the first school buildings were 
erected, which is now a part of the old Fourth ward school house. 

Tho first blacksmith was George W. Willams. First doctor was D. G, 
Himrod. First lawyers, Col. J. 0, Carpenter, T. C. Jones and W. H. Nichols. 
First teacher, Mrs. — Donham. Among the early grocers were, Ringham & 
Qaston, C. A, Dunakin; dry goods, H. A. Jackson; dry goods, boots and shues, 
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A. Geist: hardware, C. A. Carrier and Lee & Carson. The first hotel was fhe 
City Hotel, which} stood where Dubach’s lumber office now is, and was conduct- 
ed by Calhoun & Johnson. The second one was the Planter’s House, which 
stood on the lot where Winfield’s residence now is, and was run by J. D. P. 
Tilton. 

The first Masonic lodge, Cedar lodge, was instituted in New Chicago in 
1870, and Dr. D. G. Himrod was its first master. 

T. C, Jones was first mayor of New Chicago. The first child born there 
was a son of S. L. VanSandt, named Chicago Howard VanSandt, who died 
in infaney. The first marshal was Charles Newbanks, now of Mulberry Grove, 
Kansas. 

Since the consolidation numerous additions have been made to Chanute, 
so that now it envers several hundred acres of land. 





«fede waven 


CHANUTE HIGH SCHOOL. 


The city is diyided in to four wards. Each ward has its school house. One 
of these, the one in the third ward, was destroyed by fire in April, 1902, but 
the enterprising citizens at once commenced the building of a large two-story 
brick to replace it, New brick school houses, in addition to those already in 
use, are being erected in other wards of the city. If there is anything outside 
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the gas and oil business, in whieh the people take o pride, it is the publio sehool. 
They are determined to have ample fecilities for the education of all the ehild- 
ren in the city and the very best teachers to do the teaching. There are four 
large public school buildings and a high school, Some twenty-five teachers 
are employed and the cloim is made that there are no schools in the state 
where more efficient teachers are employed, 


In May, 1585, an editorial association held its meeting al Chanute, when 
the citizens banqueted the newspaper men und ladies and treated them all right 
royally, Among the newspaper men present were some from Indiana, TMlinoi;, 
and ather states, besides such old wheel horses as Rice, then of the Fort Scott 
Monitor. These men went home and gaye Chanute such a write up as it hal 
nover had before, From that time its future was secure. That same year the 
santa Fe built its branch from Chanute to the Pittsburg coal region placing 
the city in touch with cheaper fuel, and the road continued to enlarge its po- 
seselone and ite work, ond the town grew, Its growth was healthy and soltd, 
not so rapid as some of the eiixens wished, but really rapid enough to keep 
pace with the surrounding country and the requirements of other enterprises. 
But ita most prosperous tuoe dame after the diseovery that tt was loeated in 
the midst of a great gas and oil field. Then there was nothing too good for 
the Channteite. THe required gas to heat his house, gas to light it, and gas to 
run the water works, The Stundard Oi] Conipany put in a gas plant in 189", 
pipiug gas from Benedict, 17 miles away, at a cost of $37,000. This plant 
the city afterwards purchased for $62,500, From this plant the city now de- 
rives a large revenue, The eity owns its water works plant by which the city, 
ite eitiens and the railroad company, are supplied with water and as the fuel 
weed in producing the power for this, is from a gas well near the power house, 
belonging to the city, it will be seen that the expense of running it is reduced to 
a minimum. ‘The enterprises and other industries that this cheap fuel will 
secore for Chanute cannot be estimated now, Already two vitrified bricx 

lants have been established, A new railroad and several smelters are in sight 

eeause of the gas. The city owns a large number of wells and several con- 
panies own gas and oil wells and are adding to them daily. Excellent flouring 
inills und elevators exist here making this » lively grain market, 


The poetmasters of Chanute have been, M. T. Jones, J. B, Beatty, Geo. 
W. Farrelly, (Cleveland’s first. administration,) Cyrus T. Nixon, Geo. W. 
Farrelly, (Clevelund’s second administration,) and D. BE. McClellan. Of these 
Beatty, Nixon and Farrelly are dead. Chanute became a erty of the second 
class in 188—. Tt has been fortunate in its choice of mayors of which the fol- 
lowing is a list, since organization us second class city. Dr. G. H. Brown, Dr. 
J. H. Light, Frank Hardelly, J. C. Biles, John F. Roe. Present city officers, 
John F. Roe, mayor; John C. Penny, clerk; Hugh P. Farrelly, attorney; C. 
©. PF. Prange, marehal; A. N. Allen, treasnrer. 
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Churches. 


Besides the churehes above mentioned are the Christian church, organized 
August, 1882, by Rev. Kirk Baxter, with fifleen members, has now a large 
membership, owns a place of worship and is out of debt. 

The Baptist church also has an organization here, owns a chureh building 
and has regular services. 

The Catholics have a church here and own their place of worship. 

‘The Swedish Baptists own a louse in which they hold regular services. 
This ehurch is upon a permanent basis with a growing membership. 

The Congregationalists also have a good organization and own their house 
of worship. With these seyeral denominations Sunday schools are connected. 


Lodges. 


Hector Lodye, No. 64, L O. O. F., was instituted Oetohur 8, 1870, by 
Special Deputy G. M. Bostwick, of Iola, with six charter members. Now more 
than 60. Wirst olfivers, 1. G. Himrod, N. G.: Gt. W. Horton, V. G.; J. A. 
yr Seay.; Thos. Turner, Treas. Tt owns a hall built in 1880 at a cost of 

1.500, 

Chanute Lodge, No. 889, K. of H. organized February 8, 1878, with 18 
embers. Its membership rose to 54. D. G. Himred, P. D.; D. K. Wieard, 
Dictator; J. P. Cone, Reporter; G. N. Lindsay, Treas., were the first officers. 

Coday Lodge, No. 108, A. F, and A, M., organized October 19, 1870. First 
otficere, D. G, Himrod, W. M.; G, W. Reeves, 8. M.; J, B. Beatty, J. W.; J. 
P. Taylor, Secy.; Frank Bacon, 8. D,; C, A. Donnakin, J. D.; C Sleigat 
and W. J, Coulter, Stewards; J. M. Morley, Tyler. This lodge has prospered 
and now owns a line hall. 

Chanute Lodge, No. #6, A. O. U. W., began business with nineteen mem- 
bers, March 4, 1882, and has had a healthy growth, First officers, D. Long, 
P, M. W.: 7. W. Loeke, M, W.: L. D, Johnson, Foreman; BE. L. Tillman, Over- 
seer: L. Rosenthal, Reeorder; C, 2. Donham, Financeer; C. A. Dunnakin, 
Receiver. 

Tioga Lodge, No. 61, K. of P., instituted Octoher, 1882. First officers, 
John Guas, C. C.; W. J. Coulter, V. C.; J. Q. Manning, Sevy.; Dr. G. HH. 
Brown, Treas. 

Elks Lodge wus instituted Angust 6, 1902, 

Besides the lodges above mentioned there is a large and flourishing lodge 
of Knights and Ladies of Security, the Triple Tie, Modern Woodmen, Sons 
and Daughters of Justice, Fraternal! Aid and 'Tonties. 

The first lawyers to locate at New Chicago, (now in Chanute) were J. 
C. Carpenter. T. C. Jones, W. A. Nichols, (Tioga) and H. C. and RB. N. Allen, 
Alter these caine almost as early Luther Cone, then A. 8. Lapham, From tou 
to time since new men have come aud the Chanute bar is now one of the 
strongest in the state. 
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The first. physician was Dr. A. G. Himrod. Soon afterward D. T. Kramer 
came and then came Drs. Everhart, Grant, Stout, Pickett, J. H. Light, Ed- 
wards, Geo. H. Brown, W. E. Barker, Duncan, Hoshaw, J, F, Hickey and 
Cone and others. Making a strong line of useful members of the profession. 


Newspapers. 


The New Chicago Transcript was started hy George C. Crowther, Septem- 
her 23, 1870, and continued to be published by him till April 30, 1872, when 
he removed it to Osage Mission. 

The Tioga Herald, edited by 8. D. Rich, and owned by the Tioga town 
company, was started May, 1871, and was discontinued October, 1872, Haynes 
edited it part of the time, Mr. Rich resigning. 

The New Chicago Times, afterward changed to Chanute Times, began its 
career under the management of A. L. Rivers, October 19, L872. It is now 
owned and edited hy A. H. Turner. 

The Chanute Democrat was launched upon the journalistic sea by Bow- 
man & Hite, February, 1879. Mr. Ilite dropped out after four years and Mr. 
Bowman continued to issue the paper till May, 1882, when it was hought by 
J, it. Detwiler, who changed the name to the Chanute Chronicle. The politics 
of the paper changed from democratic to republican with the change in 
ownership, 

The Chanute Daily Tribune was established in 1892, by Geo. M, Dewey, 
a veteran of the late war, who ran it to September, 1899, when J. M. Cayaness 
bought a half interest. September 6, 1900, Mr. Caveness bought Mr, Dewey’s 
interest and is its editor anc proprictor. 

The Daily Sun was started November &, 1896, by Frederick P, Cone, who 
has successfully managed it, being its editor and owner from that time to the 

reaent. 
, The Chanute Blade was started by Frank Bacon and John C. Cross, It 
sneceaded the Chronicle, It was after several years purchased by John Cross, 
after whose death it was sold. John F. Roe owned and edited it for several 
years. It is a five-eolumn quarte weekly and is edited and owned by C, E, 
Allison. Tt is the democratic paper of Chanute. 


THAYER. 


This town is situated upon probably the highest prairie in the county and 
therefore claims to be the healthiest town in the county. <A plat of the town 
was filed in the office of the register of deeds, Nov. 10, 1870, by J. M. Walker, 
president of the I. L. & G. railroad company. <A plat. was also acknowledged 
and filed hy Chas, C, Smith as president of the Thayer town company on the 
®1st day of November, 1870. The site is located principally on the southeast 
juarter of section 30, in township 29, 8., range 18, EB. 

The L. L, & G, railroad was finished to Thayer in the autumn of 1870 and 
that town remained its terminus for some months. The effect of this was te 
make if a lively, rushing place, ‘The press for lots became a stampede, espec- 
ially for desirable business lots, and everybody wanted to build at once. Henry 
Mills, afterward a prominent figure in the settler’s fight for their homes, erect- 
ed the first franie fate on the site, and used it for a business house in which 
he sold inerehandise. I, Hopkins is said to have laid the first foundation fur 
a structure, Houses went wp with a rush, carpenters and other mechanics were 
in demand and the eapacity of the railroad was taxed to bring in the material 
and at the same time han) the freight for the merehants there and for the 
points tributary thereto, People came, so many that the town was incorporated 
ag 4 city of the third elass before the first of January, 1871. 

It is estimmted that the population reached one thousand that winter, with 
bot few women among its inhabitants. 

A lurge number of people at Thayer that winter were men who were anx- 
ions to go to work on the construction of the extension of the railroad and 
many of them were of the roughest make, with boisterous ways and addicted to 
the use of intoxicants, the imbibing of which caused them to fill the night and 
the day with exciting events. Merchants came for miles from other towns less 
fortunate to get their goods, even as far as Santa Fe, N, M, That winter will 
never be forgoten by the old settler who was on the ground. It was then thut 
Thayer reached the apex of its glory. When the building of the railroad was 
resumed and it reached other towns # large number of Thayer's population 
went with it and the rongher element was eliminated. The merchants of other 
towns obtained their goods at nearer points as the road progressed and the 
town settled down to a quiet healthy existence. Chas, Coffin, who was after- 
ward county treasurer, was ite first mayor, 

The merchants who had the nerve to open up stores at that time were H. 
L. Mills, general; George Weaver and W, W. Work, (afterwards county trens- 
urer,) general: Holmes & Hindman, drugs; Fouts & Ingersoll, furniture. 
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Later, J. M. Halstead, general; Harris & Sax, clothing. H. M. Baldwin ereet- 
ed a hotel, a large two-story frame and named it the Baldwin House, Thomas 
Thompson also erected » hotel and a saloon. A postoffice had been previously 
established on the norteast quarter of section 26, township 29, range 17, 2 
short distanee from Thayer, named Prairie Do Chien, This was removed to 
Thayer and A. |. Sherwood became the first postmaster of Thayer. 


Schools. 





THAYER SCHOOL HOUSE, 


No sooner had the town fairly started than the building of a school houre 
was commenced, This was a small frame house, finished tn the late fall. In it 
the first school of Thaver was taught in the winter of 1870-71. But this was 
son found to be inadequate to the needs of the district and in 1872 a brick 
school house, costing $5,000 was built. As time went on even this was found 
to be too small for the accommodation of the scholars. So this building was 
disposed of and a two story stone, a six-room house, was erected, thus giving 
ample room for all the scholars of the distriet. The hoard has always been 
carctul in the selection of teachers, so the schools enjoy, as they deserye, a 
good repittation. 
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Churches. 


The Methodist EK. chureh has an organization, owns its place of worshiys 
and ule a parsonage. 

The Preshyterians have an organization and own their house of worship. 
The Christians own a place of worship and maintain regular seryieus, 
The Baptists also own the building in which they hold services. 

The Adyentists haye a building of their own and maintain services. 
The Catholics haye an organization here and own a church building. 
Not content with good schools and a plentifal supply of churches, the city 


walntains the following social, benevolent, fraternal and insurance orders: 
Masons. 


Odd Fellows. 

Ancient Order United Workimnen, 
Modern Woodmen of America, 
Knights and Ladies of Seenrity. 


Newspapers. 


The “Criterion” was started by Perry & Olney, February 27, 1871. It 
lived foor months. Chatum T. Ewing purchased the material and Angust, 
1871, began the publication of the Head Light as a weekly. He afterwards 
mate it a bi-weekly, which he found after some time did not pay, so he chang- | 
atl back te a weekly which he continued till April 15, 1876, when he sold qw 
tr. W, MeMillin, whe removed it to Erie, April 15, 1876. But Thayer had to 
huve @ newspaper, so Mr. Ewing bought new material and on May 26, 1876, 
began the publication of the Thayer Headlight, whieh he published up to the 
tine of his death, July 22, 1892. 

Mr. Ewing was a remarkable man. He was born at New Lisbon, 0., Jan. 
30, 1889, Besides performing the duties of post master, editing his paper, 
and doing a general banking business, he found time to work im such enter- 
prises as the building of railroads, the establishment of light plants at various 
points and the building up of other industries. He had an enviable record 
as 4 soldher in the Union army. He was unfortunate in some of his business 
yentiires, which swept away his property, causing financial failure in 1892. 

After Mr. Ewing’s death, the paper was sold and moved away. 

In 1893, A. L, Palmer, Esq., established the Independent News, which i= 
till poblished there, 

In 1894 BK. L. Barnes commenced the publication of the Thayer Graphis, 
which had a run of about one year and then subsided, 

Alwot that time the Dennis Leader was moved up to Thayer, where it was 
published about six months when if sought a wider field in the territory. 

The population of the city as returned in 1902, is 590. 

The valuation of all taxable property for 1902 is $71,796, 

Thayer has mills and elevators and facilities for handling great quantitics 
of vrain and live stock, shipping many thousands of dollars worth of these 
products. But a few miles from here are the only paying coal mines in the 
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county, from which many tons of coal are marketed annually. Gas and oil 
have been found in snffivient quantities to justify the piping of gas to the 
ey Where it iz used for heatmyg and lighting purposes by the citizens and by 
the city. 

Thayer has produced sesveral men whose abilities and public work entitle 
them to special mention. 

There was M, J. Salter, whose farm was near town and he may be count- 
od as of Thayer. During nearly the whole time of the existence of tha Set- 
tlov's Protective association, he was its president and recognized head, He roau 
to the office of heatenant governor and was afterwards reyister of the United 
States land office at Independence, Kans. Chas, Coffin, one of its first settlers, 
was elected ¢ounty treasurer for two terms. W. W. Work, another of its early 
citizens, served a= county treasorer fon years. Henry Mills, still another, 
in fact, the first settlur upon the fownsite, was a worker in the fight, in behalf 
of the settlers, in their battle for their lands with the railrond companies, in 
which he did yeomen service. He afterward served as probate judge. Hon. 
J, M. Donsmore, was the first revular telegraph operator ut Thayer, which po- 
sition he held for several years, when he took up the practice of law. THe was 
for twenty-two years, consecutively, the clerk of the City of Thaver and has 
in his possession the original charter, He served his district in the legisliturs, 
where he had a rocky experience. Tle was one of the hard workers in the set- 
ilers’ cause involving the title to their homes. 

Hon. T. P. Leach is another of the early comers, whoee time, money, 
onergy and intellect, were willingly and energetically used by him in behalf 
of the settlers cause, He resides upon his farm, but docs business in Thayer, Le 
as several times represented lis district in the legislature. There are very 
few of the first settlers now living in Thayer. Of the aboye mentioned persons 
M. J. Salter and Chas. Coffin are dead and Work is somewhere in Oklahoma. 
Fred Curter, the present clerk of the district court, is a resident of Thayer. 

Thayer has two state hanks, The Thayer State Bank, and the Farmers 
State Bank. 

Its real estate men are: A. R. Tlerod, Wm. Palmer & Co.-and J. T. 
Miller, 

Hon. J. M. Dunemore occupies the field as attorney. 


Suicides in the Country. 


A suicide of some interest und wider peenliar cirennstanees occurred in 
Shilo township, a few miles south of Thayer, in April, 1882. David Cassidy 
Wis a prominent citizen and something of a politician, He was # farmer and 
atowk man and in addition advertised the loaning of money npon real estate. 
It developed that he obtained loans upoo land of non-residents, for himself 
or others, not owners of the land. buf in the name of the owner, by having 4 
party appear, with a woman, before & notary and imnpersonating the owner 
and his wife, execute the mortgage of other papers. 
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Then obtaining the money on the loan, he would make it a point ta keop 
the interest paid up, so that the owner of the land would not be likely 40 hear 
of the tranéaction, 

But this he failed to do, at least in one instance, and that failore proved 
disaetrous and resulted in his undoing. The loan was made by A. Lb. Taylor 
af Osage Mission, who also acted as notary in tuling the acknowledyemunt. 
Upon default of payment of interest the holder of the mortgage began to 
investigate with the result that the whole situation was revealed and Mr. Oys- 
sidy was arrested charged with obtaining money under false preteniees, He 
wus taken before a justice of the peace ut Thayer and obtained an adjournumet 
for a few days, Before the time for his hearing arrived, he took his gun and 
deliberately blow his brains out, at his home. 

In March, 1902, Ed. Shepherd, living near Stark, a bachelor owning a 
farm and & lot of stock, shot himself. No known reason. Suppose! to have 
heen insane. 

There were other cases of supposed suicides, but not presenting features of 
more than ordinary interest. 


Galesburg. 


This town is situated upon south half of the southwest quarter of Seu- 
tion 32, in Township 29, Range 19, EB, on the Junction City branch of the 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas railroad, about twelve miles soollweat of the county 
seat. Soon after the establishment of the railroad through that part of the 
county the necessity for a trading point anda plues from which persons enya,- 
ed in stock raising could ship, and at that time there were several who devote 
their time to that business, near the place, called for a station in that vicinity, 
ao u cormpuny composed of Dr. Jd. W. Crows, David Bonham, E. Sapp, Levi A. 
Doane and J. W. Snyder was formed, the shove land obtained, and in 1871, 
alter its survey and the filing of the plat, the town wae started upon its destiny. 
The men to first oceupy the townsite and ereet buildings were: William Young, 
who built a dwelling: J. W. Snyder, who erected a store and place therein a 
general stock; Carson & Smith, who built a two story building, the lower part 
for a store room in which they put a general store, and the upper story for a 
hall, and George Harris, who opened a general store. Othera came later. The 
port office which was located some distance south of thie point and which was 
designated ae Rose Hill, was moved to Galesburg, its name changed and Squire 
Rosa became Galesburg’s first post master. This was in 1871. The first public 
school was taught in the public hall in the winter of 1871-2 by Miss Parna 
Whittlesy. The district built a small sehool house in 1872. In a few years 
this was found to be too small. It was replaced by a larger building qontaining 
fave rooms, e0 that there is sufficient room for the accommodation of the 
children of the place, A high standard of ability is required in teachers em- 
ployed here, In the first years of its existence, the town promise? to fill the 
expectation of its founders, but as time went on it was found that to auppiy 
the wants of the people there and immediately surrounding it was the highest 
point to which it could be expected to attain and this situation proved the true 
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one. On the 14th of July, 1902, a fire destroyed the Lane House, the hotel, 
and several stores, doing thousands of dollars damage, At that time there 
were eight stores, including one hardware, one drug and one harness. 

There is a Methodist Episcopal organization, which owus a house of wor- 
ship and a parsonage. 

The Christians have also an organization and own their church building. 

The Baptists have a society and hold services there, 

The Odd Fellows have a good ladge here, 
| oe Ancient Order of United Workman have a flourishing lodge at this 
point. 

The Modern Woodmen of America have a growing lodge here, 

The Sone and Daughters of Justice also have a lodge here. 

The Anti-Horse Thief Association has an organization also, 

Of the men who formed the original town company none remain, Some 
ore dead and the others are gone. The first post master, Syuire Rosa, is yet 
in busmess The Galesburg Cemetery is probably the finest and best kept 
of any in the county, 


Urbana, 


Iz 4 small town situated upon the east balf of northeast quarter of Sec- 
tion 2, Township 2, Range 13. It was started in 1870 and ite founders he- 
lieviwl that if had a future, It attained its highest point in size and pros 
perity about 1872, when it had three or four hundred inhabitants. It, now 
as abont seventy-five und two stores. Tt is a station on the Junction City, 
or Neosho, branch of the ML ik. & T. railway, about 8 miles south of Chanute. 

The A. I’. and A, M. 

The Ancient Order of United Workmen. 

The Modern Woodmen of America, and 

The Fraternal Aid, have organizations here. 

The United Brethren have a congregation here and own » meeting horse 
ot chureh building. Proportionate to its size Urbana is aceredited with a great- 
er number ef thase who volunteered in the Spanish-American-Philippine war 
war thon any other town in the county. One of them was badly wounded in 
Cuba, Robert Bailey, and another, Fred M. Dryden, lost his life as the result 
of exposure there. 


Earlton. 


Farlton was laid out by J. C. Lantz in 1870, for the Leavenworth, Law- 
rence & Galveston railroad company, which was supposed to own the land 
upon which the town was then located. It comprises parts of Sections 19, 20, 
and 30 in Township #5, Range 17, and is situated about six miles south of 
Chanute on the Santa Fe, fornierly the L. L. & G. system. 

J. C. Lantz started the first store there and was the first post master of 
Enrlton. The town did not expand or grow in population for several years, 
Not until after the decision of the supreme court on the land question did 
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it seem To prosper. In 1877 H, L. Freeman succeeded Mr. Lantz in business, 
then afterwards others came—among them N. F. Pattee—and put in stocks 
of goods. Other busimess enterprises were started and the town beeame a 
lively little “burg.” It is surrounded by a fine prairie and haying no nearer 
rival than Chanute, it ought to maintain a good trade and continue to grow, 

The first school taught in Barlton was by Ida Stone, in 1870. 

There are the Methodists, the Catholics, the Evangelical and the United 
Brethren. 

The population of the town is about 200. 

The Grand Army of the Republic, The Anti-Horse Thief Association, The 
Ancient Order of United Workinen, The Modern Woodinen of America, Royel 
sees HbA, Ladies Circle, Fraternal Aid and Home Builders, have lodges 

ere, . 
Two general stores, one confectionery, one millinery. one lumber yard, 
one blacksmith shop. two hay and grain dealers and four doctors, . 


Shaw. 


This townsite is on parts of Sections 15 and 22, in ‘Township 27, Ranyu 
19, In 1886 the town wae laid ont on the cast bunk of the Neosho and amid 
a fine grove of trees. However, the townsite extends far enongh cast to give 
prairie to those who preter prairie to timbered land, There was a long felt 
want for this town. There are and were at that time many people in the viem- 
ity who desired a trading point nearer than Erie or Chanote, and some who 
wanted daily mail desired a postofice. Probably had the rural routes Leen 
established then Shaw would not have been called into bemg. Yet there are 
other reasons. The promoters believed there was money im it. There was ulti- 
mutely, but it is not probable that the town,company got it ont. Bot Shaw 
zrew and a number of stores were opened, Several enterprises, such as black- 
emithing, buying, selling and shipping grain, and the buying and shipping 
of hogs and cattle hecame lively industriva. The place does not boom, but 
keeps pace with the surrounding country and thus fills its allotted station. 

The Christian church has an organization here and owns a neat chureh 
building, situated in a tine grove of native trees. 

The post oflice was opened there September 1, 1885, Edward I. Eckley, 
post master. 

The Church of God has an organization and holds services, usually using 
the Christian chureh building. 

There is a lodge of the Fraternal Aid, Triple Tie, A. O. U. W. and the 
Anti-Horee Thief Associaton, 


Hertha. 


Hertha is a station on the Kansas City branch of the M, BK. & T. railroad, 
about four miles south of Erie. 
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South Mound. 


South Mound is a small town situated on part of the northwest quarter 
of Section 16 in Township 30, Range 20, on the Missouri, Kansas & Texas 
riilrond, about six miles southwest of St. Paul, 

lis projectors never expected 1 to become more than a small place with 
stores enough to accommodate the local trade and consequently were not diz- 
appointed. It has three general stores and other enterprises. The post office 
was established here in the seventies. If hus a good sehool house and maintains 
an excellent school, 

The Methodists have an organization and own a church building here. 

There is a lodge of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Modr'4 
he Sons and Daughters of Justice, Anti-Horse Thief Association and 
ir, A. 

Y. T. Lacey was the first post master, 


HKimbal. 


Kimbal, is a station on the Kansas City branch of the M. K, & T. railroad. 
The townsite was platted as Dalton, but the station and the postoffice are Kim- 
hal. The plat was filed May, 1888. 

The Christians own a building here. The United Brethren have an organi- 
zation, 

There is a flourishing lodge of Odd Fellows, K. and L. of 5, and Work- 
men. 


There is a two story school building and school is maintained most of the 


year. 
Stark. 


Stark is a station on the Kunsas City branch of the M, K. & T. railroad 
about 12 miles northeast of Erie. It is upon parts of Sections 17,18, 19 and 20, 
in ‘Township 2%, Range 21. It is a flourishing town of about two hundred 
inhabitants and is surrounded by a fine prairie and enjoys a good trade. Its 
plat was filed July 27, 1888. 

Has a good school house wherein several teachers are employed. 

The Methodists and Friends have churches here. 

The Odd Fellows and the Woodmen haye organizations here. 


Morehead. 


A small town in the southwest corner of the county. , 

Tt is noted from the fact of its inhabitants having adopted largely, a plan 
of co-operation. Its site is upon the southeast quarter of Section 35, in Town- 
ship 30, Range 17, on the Southern Kansas branch of the Atehison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe railroad. It is surrounded by a rich prairie country and enjoys 
a good trade. The shop for the manufacture of the Smith detachable plow 
point, is located here. It is in a flourishing condition. The town’s rivals are 
Thayer, six miles north, and Cherryvale, six miles south. 


Land Titles and Troubles. 


It was snppased that after the ratification of the treaty of 1865, made 
at Canville trading post, between the Great and Little Osage tribes and the 
United States, and the consequent extinguishment of the Indian title to 
_ the lands in Neosho county, the United States held( che title so that all the 

lands treated for except those granted by the treaty itself to certain persons 

unl for certain purposes herein mentioned, were subject to settlement amd 
entry as government lands. Acting upon this theory, people sceking homes, 
af once settled upon the lands. Many of them never arrived at that point 
whore the land they had settled open could be called their own, for the delay, 
the uncertainty and the hardships were too great and after a time of waiting 
they sold their claims for aueh prices ae they could geb and sought other fields. 
Many who staid and fought it through did so because they could not leave. 

Under the fourth article of the treaty certuin citivens of the United 
States, who were heads of families and who had settled wpon the lands, in 
good Tanith, prior to the treaty, were allowed to purchase, each, a quarter 
seetion of land. One hundred and forty-four persans came within this pro- 
vision und purehased land. , 

As the treaty provided that the lands were to be disposed of upon the 
most advantageous terms for cash, it was conelnded that they should be put 
up for sale to the lighost bidder under the law then existing. To this endl 
President Andrew Johnsen wade proclamation, No. 720, January 20, 1868, 
ide sali of the Osage ceeded lands May 1, and 16, 1868, at Humbolilt, 
\ansns. 

But just at this time came the L, I. and G, railroad company elaiming 
each alternate section, designated by odd nombers, for ten miles in width on 
wach side of its track, all the way through the lands to the south line of the 
state wader a statute enacted by congress Mayely 5, 1803; more than two years 
prior to the eonpletion of the Canville treaty and about four years before that 
treaty was proclaimed by the President, 

It was also claimed by the U, P. Ry., Southern Branch, (afterward M. 
K. & 'T.) that a like amount of the lands had been granted to it under the 
act of Joly 26, 1866. The Commissioner of the general land office, Mon. 
Joseph 8. Wilson, rejected the claims of the railroad companies, holding that 
they were not entitled to any of the Osage ceded Innds, but the Honorable 
Secretary of the Interior, 0. H. Browning, whose memory is blessed in italies 
even to this day by some of the settlers, saw the proposition by a different 
light from that which hud guided the Cominissioner of the general land 
office, and @ecided that the railroad companies were entitled to all the lands 
claimed by them, 
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The result wae that the sale of the lands was indefinitely postponed by 
proclamation No. 728, made by the President April 18, 1868, After thnt 
the settlers were at sea, apparently without rudder or compass, simply 
drifting. Numerous meetings were held. Petitions were gent to the congress- 
wen and the senators of other slates praying for something to be done to pro- 
tect them from the greed of the railroad corporations, Solomon Markham of 
Grant township, Was sent as a delegute to Washington to assis! Congressman 
(lark in an attempt to secure the sald of the lands at one dollar and a quarter 
per acre, Congressivan Sidney Clark was uutiring m his efforts in behalt 
of the settlers and with the aid of Hon. George W. Juhan, a congressman from 
Indiana, wha tuok yvreat interest in the matter, succeeded in obtaining the 
jraissage of the joint resolution of April 10, 186, authorizing thd sale of the » 
lunds to actual settlers ut one dollar aud twenty-five ents per acre, but the 
companies were alert and put mto the resolution a proviso making the siles 
subject to the leyal rights vested m any other party or parties. The depart- 
ment held that under the resolution actual settlers who had made settlement 
prior to the withdrawal of the lands from market, could. enter, but that ae 
to subsequent settlanents the aforesaid ruling of the Secretary was recog- 
nized ae paramount and the odd numbered sections were held as belonging to 
the railroad companies where settlements were not made upon them prior to 
April 18, 1865. A large nwober of the settlers were peruritted to enter lands 
under the revolution, Many of the persons who had taken edd numbered 
claims and who were ruled out under the Secretary’s decision, submitted proof 
of zettlement, lendered the sum of the purchase price and upon refusal, by the 
officers at the land office, returned to their families despondent and disconr- 
aved. Tle who had taken un even numbered claim, introduced his testimony, 

aid his money, received a certificate of purchase and went home rejoicing, 
ut the day came when he was, it possible, more dissourayed, despondent and 
wretehed than the other man, fer after having made the entry and having 
no doubt about his title, he went to work improving as he hud not done before. 

In the meantime the department, concluding that there were not enough 
o£ the sections designated by odd numbers to give the railroud companies the 
amount of land they were entitled to under the acts referred to, designatad 
the even numbered sections within a eertain limit as railroad Juande and then 
hogan the misery of certain of the eettlers who had taken and entered even 
numbered claims, for shortly afterward, each received notice of which the 
following is a sample: 

“TT. 8. LAND OFFICE, 
Osage Land District, 
Independenove, June 11, *72. 
Larkin Jones, Eeq., Osage Mission, Kansas. 

Dear Sir: This office is in receipt of a letter from Hon. Willis Drum- 

mond, Commissioner of the General Land Office at Washington, D. ©., of 


date of May 16th, instructing that you be notified that 
your entry of the N. W. 14 of See. 6, Town 29, Rango 21 E., is held for 
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cancellation, You are allowed 60 days in which to file an appeal and argu- 
ment in the case, should you desire to do so. Please acknowledge receipt 
of this notice. Your Ob’*t Sery’t, 


P. B. Maxson, Register.” 


(The above is a copy of notice actually received by the person therem 
named.) 


Then excitedly the settler consalted hie attorney and wpoen being inform- 
ed of the true mwardnees of the proceeding and that so far as an appeal was 
concerned it would only be a. matter of et as the Secretary had already 
ruled open the question and the achon of the Commissioner of the general 
land office was in compliance with his ruling, the settler would usnally present 
the appearmice of a fine model for a picture of deapair, How much pain, 
how much misery, what logs of property, what loss of health and how many 
deaths this ruling caused, will not be known until the final summing up of 
all thins. That some lost health and some died from depression and grief 
over the apparent and evident loss of their homes, there ean can be no doubt. 

Up to this time the man on the oven numbered section had taken but 
little interest in the fight the man on the odd numbered section was making 
for his home, as he bad all along believed that fhe odd sections belonged to 
the railroad companies. But he was now rudely and unpleasantly awakened 
to the fact that the other man’s fight was lis also if he wanted to save his home, 

After a great deal of agitation, hig meetings, indignant protestations and 
speeches, and the sending of delegates to Washington to obtain trom Congress 
a recognition of the settlers’ rights, it wae concluded that a concentration of 
forces Was llecessary to a suceessfal issue. So wpon the 21st day of October, 
1870, a corporation was formed and a charter obtained from the state ander 
the name of “The Settlers’ Protective Assoviation of the Osage Ceded Lands’ 
wilh the following named directors: 

William S. Irwin, Rochester, Kans.; Davill C. Hutehinson, Ladore; 
George W, MeMillin, Humboldt; M. H. Sheldon, Urbans; J. Monroe, Mound 
Valley: A. J. Campbell, Big Hill; J, L. Williams, Lahette City; J. M. Gaston, 
Hrie; Stephen Medd, Erie; George T. Walton, of Ladore, Sea’y, and Van 
Henderlider, Ladore, Treas. 7 

David C. Hutchinson was the association’s first presiclent, succeeded by 
M. J. Salter, of Thayer, who held that position until the object for which the 
urganization had been formed was fully accomplished, 

This organization at once did missionary work. Its agents formed coun- 
cils in every part of Neosho and Labette counties. Its work was secret and its 
members were pledged to seareey by the strongest of pledges. Its object was 
= rs the right of the elaiin of the railrowd companies to the Osage ceded 
ends. 

lt had a Grand Council, which held frequent meetings at a convenient 
point, It found faithful workers in nearly every neighborhood on the lands, 
though now and then a man had contracted with the railroad company to 
purchase his land, and these it could not reach. Beside the men names 
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ubove, Wm. Dick, of Labette; A. P. Parker, Samuel Bender, Squire Reed af 
Big Creek; Thomas Liinhocker, Alva Clark of Lincoln; Sol Michaela and th 
Haddens, of Grant; T. P. Leaeh and Francis Sharp of Shilo; Henry Mille, 
C. W. Hayden and John Stall, of Thayer; Milton Reynolds, Wm, Hender win 
and Squire Rosa, of Galesburg, and M. Carter of Canville, were untiring in 
their efforts to carry on the work. Of course there were many others desery- 
ing of mention whose nares do not appear and who worked as bard as there. 
do unpressed were the people generally with the idea that at least the odd 
sections belonged to the raiload companies, that little heel was at first paid 
to the talle of the men who said that the settlers could get their homes trom 
the government by fighting for them. Indeed they were designated often ns 
cranks. But after the organization of the Assuciation a systematic course wits 
determined apon. Goy. Wilson Shannon, G. W. Julian and W. H. Lawrence, 
noted lawyers, were consulted and favorable opinions bemg had from them, 
the settlers determined to raise a fund for the payment of attorneys’ fees and 
other expenses. To do this each one was usked to contribute forty dollars if 
he held a claim of 160 acres, twenty dollars if 80 acres, and but few refused to 
pledwe the reynirad sum, These pledges were in the shape of promissory notis 
and,, to the honor of the men giving them, were nearly all pai 

The politicians of other purts of the state had tuken but little notice of 
the fight here, os the aentiment against the Railroad Land Grants had not 
yet taken hold generally with the people other than those whe were having 
experience along that line. 

Tn fact an attempt was made al one time to pass a resolution through the 
lecislature in fayor of the ratification of the Sturgie treaty, a monstrous propo- 
sitiun by which one railroad company was to gobble up eight million acres Oo! 
as fine land as Kansue possessed, but to John Guthrie of Topeka, who was a 
invmiber of the legislature at the time, and to Col. J, C. Carpenter, whe was 
Senator, and ‘I’, H. Botler, Representative from this county, belong the eredit 
of preventing its pussage. In Congress the settlers had a faithful advocate in 
Congressnmn Sidney Clark, who had become so active aml aggressive tn their 
behalf that he aroused the enmity of the railroad companies to such an extent 
that when the republican conventign met in 1870 to mune » candidate for 
congress, the influence of the eormparies defeated hin for renomination, nam- 
ing D, P. Lowe, 

A large majority of the settlers of Neosho county, at that time were 
republicans, but they did not relish the turning down, by the conyention, at 
the dictation of a railroad company of the man whom they had found to be 
faithful and true to their interests. 

lt is not surplsing that they rebelled, naming a candidate of their own 
for state senator for the district composed of Allen, Neosho and Labette 
counties, against the regular nominee, J. H. Creighton, of Labette. Hon, IT. 
CG. Whitney of Allen was the settlers’ candidate and was by them triumphantly 
elected, to the surprise of the politicians. So deep was the feeling that a 
majority wus given in the county againet the whole of the republican state and 
conyressional ticket, D, P, Lowe receiving 701, while his opponent received 


HISTORY OF NKOSIEO COUNTY, KANSAS. 8a 


1301 votes. The result af this election wae an eye opener to the party, so that 
thereafter more attention was paid lo the settlers’ interests. In fact the 
cause of the settlers became inmmediately popular, so much so that the party 
took the president of the Association, M. j. Balter, and inade hin Lieutensat 
Governor in 1874, 

It was found that Congress could do nothmy, or would do nothing more 
than it had done for the settler. 1 remained then as a last resort to go to 
the courts, 

The result of the ruling of the Seeretury of the Interior was the issnauce 
of patents to the railroud companies for the lands claimed by them. This 
ade i ulmest aun impossibility for the settlers to start o teat case attackiny 
the patents Issued, 


After repeated failures to got standing before the courts, the attorneys, 
whe were McComas and MeKeegan of Port Scott, Gov. Wilson Shannon of 
Lawrenie, Kansas; Judge Wm. Lawrence, of Bellefountaine, Ohio, and Judge 
Jeremiah Black, of Pennsylvania, arrived at the conelusion that a special en- 
alling net should be passed by congress authorizing the settlers’ attorneys to 
uae the name of the United States im testing the legal questions involved. 

Accordingly Governor Shannon drew up a bill to meet the emergency and 
attaching a copy of if marked “A” to a resolution memoralizing Congress to 
pase the bill, so that the title of the lands contr be settled, gave it to Ion. T. 
P. Leach, then a member of the legislature, (187-4) to be put through the 
lovislature. At that time the members of thu lemslature, residing upon the 
Osage coded lands, were Tl. 2. Leach wid J, M. Allen in the House, with W. 
L. Simons in the Senate from Neosho county; J. J. Willinme and W. H. 
Mapee in the House and J. A. Creighton in the Senate from Labette county, 
All these members working togwther to that end, succweled in getting the 
Memorial throngh the Legislature. Up to this time the settlers had been 
mmshle to get a case to stick before the courte, Not ll the passage of this 
resolution did the companies recognize the fact that the settlers wonld get o 
hearing in the avurts. What followed we give in Mr, Leach’s own langnage: 
“So, just as soon as the Memorial was passed at Topeka, the railroad lobby 
that had heen trying te defeat it, wired to Judge Solon O. Thacher, chief 
attorney for one of the railroads, who was in Washington at the time, that the 
settlers had succeeded at passing the Memorial and that it would undlonbtedly 
receive the attention of Congress and get the settlers into court. Then if was 
that Judge Thacher, in company with U. 8. Senator Crozier, went to Attorney 
General Williams and requested him to take the initiative by ordering U, 5. 
Dist. Atty. Geo. R. Peck, of Kansas; to enter syit in the premises af ones, m 
the name of the United States to adjust the questions in controversy, and thos 
forestall any action of Congress authorizing the settlers’ atturneya to use the 
name of the United States in the case, Tt should he borne in mind that up to 
this date Geo. R. Peck had not at any tine been associated with the settlers 
in this cause, but on the contrary, prior to his elevation to the attorneyship, be 
had been the loeal attorney of the railroad companivs, with his office at Inde- 
pendence, Kangae, and iv was largely through the influence of avid companies 
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that he had seewred his uppointment, and also, as he had etucied law in 
Judge Thacher’s law ollice, it was presumed by the railroad companies thot 
thar attomeys and Mr. Peek would counsel togethiv, und ayrea as to the 
manner of joining issues, ete, all in a way that would predetermine the cause 
against the settlers, But providentially, Judge Win. Lawrence, who was Con- 
cressiidn as well as attorney, was in Washington and diseovered this dextrous 
move Of the railroad companies and he wired to Judge MeComas that unless 
the order which had heen wade by Attorney General Williams could he coun- 
termmanded, that our cause wae lost beyand recovery, So, hastily, a meeting 
of all representatives and senators from these lands and as many friends of 
prominence and infloence as could be gathered together im short order, was 
held the sme evening at the Teft House in Topeka and the critical situation 
was disenesed sod all agreed that our cause was in timinent danger of being 
lost. A telegram was prepared to he sent to President Grant asking him to 
have the order of Attorney General Williama suspended until Congress should 
hear from the Kansas Legislature. Tt cost abont $27.50, 1 think, to send the 
lwoythy explanatory message. But the object was aceomplished, the order was 
susperidel and Mr, Williams so notified Mr. Peck, Then the matter was tied 
up and negotiations entered into botween the settlers’ attorneys and Mar. Peck 
which oulminated in a written agreement between Mr. Peck on the one band 
and Messrs Shannon avd MeComas on the other, whereby it was agreed that 
ex-Governor Shannon, our attorney, was te draw wp the papers and join the 
issnoe fro the settlers’ standpoint and Mr, Peek agreed to file the papers juat 
as drawn by Mr, Shannon withont any ehange whatever, adopting the same 
as his own, and associating our attorneys with bint as co-conngel. This brougit 
Mv. Peek in to frequent consultation between himself and our attorneys, and 
espemally with Mr, Shannen mud led to a complete conversion of Mr, Peck 
tu our cause. Tn justice fo Mr. Peek it shoold be said thateever after wntil 
final devision of the ease, le wus a true triend of the settlers, and rendered 
them valuable services,” 

These attorneys eneryetically and ably presented and pressed the question 
in the U.S. court in Kuneas, ond also in the U. &. Supreme court, to a auc- 
cessful determination, the Supreme court deciding that the railroad companivs 
had no right or title to any of the land included in the body of lands known as 
as the Osage Coded Lands. The eourt held that the grants claimed by the 
companice did not apply to those lands for the reason that the act itealf ex- 
preesiy exempted lands reserved by the United States for any purpose from 
the operation of the act, and the Osage Ceded lands same within that exemp- 
tion, as they were, at that time, reserved by the United States for the Osage 
Indians, 

Thus the battle waz fought and the victory won, Congress at once passed 
un act providing for ihe sale of the lands at $1.25 per acre to actual settlers, 

This decision was remlered on the 10th day of April, 1876, Justices Field, 
Swain and Strong dissenting. It was a glorious victory for the settlers and 
a day of rejoicing was fixud at pointe all over the lands, whereat speeches were 
mude and bonfires blazed aud the Supreme court praised. Had it not been 


WIBTONY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS, 55 


for the persistent efforts of a few such men as Dre G. W. McMillin, J. M. Gas- 
ton and others, it is certain that the question would nat have been seriously 
raised and followed to its final determination, for it is a fact that the great 
body of settlers hack bot title faith im the final result being in their favor. 
They, the men whose efforts brought about this result, deserve to be held in 
grateful remembrance by the settlers and their descendants. Dr. MeMillin 
spent about all of his income in behalf of the cause and died a poor man, at 
Osage Mission, Kansas. 

One feature of the contest deserves notice. The Association had agreed 
to pay the attorneys a fee aggregating the amount that would equal twenty- 
five cents per aero of each neve saved to the settlers. A number of settlers 
who would not go tmto the organization or contribute anything to the cause, 
received the honedit of the decision. In order that all who received this ben- 
elit might pay a proportionate share of the expense incurred, Congress was 
eked fo add sufficient to the purchase price of the land, per acre, to pay the 
liability, but this Congress refused tu do. It was asked to pay the fees and 
expense incured, but this if refused. _ 

The whole trouble was caused by the erroneons action of the Secretay oi 
the Interior and of course the blame lay with the Aciministration, so that 
justice would seam to dictate that the payment of the expenses and attorney 
Fees incurred im the matter, by the settlers, should be paid by the government. 
Not only justice but equity and common decency favored the claim of the 
settlers that the United States should pay these bills, 


Here were thousands of seres of land, which, hud the settlers raised no 
queetion of the railroads’ rights thereto, wonld have been appropriatudl by the 
companies and the government would not have reeeived a vent therefor; but 
the railroads’ claim thereto ,being successfully contested by the settlers, re 
eulted in bringing to the United States Treasury a sam exereding, probably, 
more than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars. Not only would the government 
have lost that amount, but if would have been out the price of the land, which 
it had wgreed to pay to the Osages, ($400,000) without any revenue from the 
land to reimburse it. Thus, at a glance, can be seen eome of the good results 
of the fight. Congress could not doa more righteous act than to repay to these 
men or their families, {he amounts expended in fighting thet battle. 

In that great body of land known as the Osage Diminished Reserve, con- 
taining about cight million acres and lying and adjoining Neosho county on 
the west, its citizens became deeply interested. In faet the force or influenue 
which finally caused the rejection by the U. 8. Senate of the “Sturgis Treaty” 
was set m motion im Neosho county and sustained by its citizene until the 
treaty was killed. 


This treaty was made on Drum Creek near ite junction with the Vor- 
degris River on May 27, 1868. By its terms the Great and Little Osages 
conveyed that vast body of land, containing as fertile soil ae can ba found in 
the state, to the L. L. and G. Railroad company, for the sium of nineteen cents 
per acre, 
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It was a wholesale deal and it is presumed the company insisted upon 
a wholesale price. To some of the settlers in Neosho county who were expe:- 
iencing the evil of corporate land grants by the government, this had the 
same effect that a red flag is said to have upon a bull. It made them fighting 
mad. Meetings were had to protest against it and at one meeting, held at 
Osage Mission, Aug. 22, 1868, of which J. Barnhart was president, J. M. 
Barnes vice president, Louis A. Reese treasurer, and John C, Carpenter sec- 
retary, petitions were drafted and sent out throngh the country for signatures 
of those protesting against the ratification of the reaty by he U. 8. Senate. 

Father John Shoenmakers, whose influnce among the Osages was almost 
unlimited, went with others to the towns of the Osages and explained the 
effect of the treaty on the financial condition of the Osage Nation, He showed 
them how mnach more money they would receive if the lands were sold at the 
government price of one dollar and a quarter an acre, than they would .:t 
nineteen cents under the treaty and wherein they had been deceived. 

The result was that the Headmen and Principal Chiefs made and signed 
a statement detailing the manner in which they had been deluded, and asking 
that the treaty be rejected by the Senate. 

There were some of the Chiefs or principal men who opposed the treaty 
from the beginning. The petitions and protests were sent on to Washington 
to Congressman Sidney Clark, who had the confidence of the Neosho county 
settlers and who faithfully stood by them and, he so used these documents that 
he succeeded in getting a resolution passed by the House protesting against 
the ratification of that treaty and declaring that if it was ratified by the 
Senate the Honse would not appropriate any money to carry out its provisions, 
The result was that the treaty was rejected and the lands were afterwards so 
treated for that they were placed upon the market to actual settlers at one 
dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, 


County Seat Contest. 


Second in interest only tu the question of title fo the lund wae the con- 
test for the permanent location of the county seat. Tt was a question that 
arose early, statd up late and permeated the whole county with ita evil in- 
fluence and demoralizing effect upon the sacredness and the purity of the 
ballot. So baneful was its effect that some came to regard the manipulation of 
the ballot as of little moment, so that it is not surprising that the same fraud- 
went ineans used to gain in a county seat election should come in play in the 
selection of county ollicers, where it was imagined that the selection of certain 
officers would be of benefit to this or that place aspiring to he the county seat. 

It depressed business, made enemies of the citizens of the towns contest- 
ing for the honor, and created bitter strife and discord among neighbors 
throughout the county. The value of the possession of the county seat by a 
town was greatly exaggerated, as was demonstrated in later years. 

When the Governor in November, 1864, proclaimed the county organised, 
he designated Osage City (Rogers Mill) as the temporary county seat, This 
place was located about three miles north-east of the present site of Chanute. 
That was near the north line of the county, but was, at the time, convenient 
_ for the population, then occupying but a small part of the north end of the 

county, 

The first recorded meeting of the County Board was at Osage City, Noy. 
Ll, 1864, when it canvassed the vote held Nov. 8, for state officers. At its 
meeting there on April 2, 1867, a petition was presented by a number of 
vitizens asking that an election be held for the permanent location of the 
county seat, 

A protest was filed by Daniel Scannel and others against the ordering o1 
an election upon the ground that the south part of the county had no notice 
that a petition for that purpose would be presented and no opportunity wes 
given for them to present a remonstrance, The record says that the protest 
was ordered to be placed on file and that an election was ordered to be held for 
the purpose of permanently locating the county seat, on the 14th day of May, 
1867. A canvass of the vote of that election, May ‘17, 1867, showed the result 
as follows: 

Osage Mission, 190 votes; “Geographical Center?’ 160 votes; Erie, 15%) 
votes; Centerville, 138 votes; Canville, 1. 

No place having received a majority of the votes cast, another election was 
held on the 28th day of May, 1867, by order of the Board. 
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The whole number of the votes cust at that election was 662, of which 
“Geographical Center” received 337, Osage Mission 323 and 2 were “scatter- 
ing.” “Geographical Center” was then declared chosen the permanent county 
seat. Up to this time the Board had held its meetings at Osage City. 
It was found that there were no accommodations at “Geographical 
Center” for the county records, so the board inet at the bouse of J. A. Wella, 
not many miles east of the Center, and there, June 19, 1867, resolved to accept 
the stove house of Dennison & Roe for the reception of county records and 
notice ordered to be given to county officers to mave records to the place 
designated. he store mentioned was about one and a half miles east of the 
Center and in the records of the bourd if 18 called Old Erie. 


No ellort seems to have been made to build up Geographical Center or to 
erect any building there for the “reception of the county records,” it bomg 
alleged to be a swamp, 

In March, 1863, another petition was presented to the board of county 
comtmissiouvrs asking for another election for the permanent location of the 
connty seat, 

The board determined that it was a legal petition and ordered an election 
for the purpose to be held May 24, 1868, 

At that election the yote was Mount Pleasant 256; Erie 339, Mission 
Town 426, and nu place receiving a majerity of the voles cast, another election 
wae ordered to be held June 9, 1868. 

Then the struggle began in earnest. The fight was between Erie and 
Osage Mission and every mfort that could be put forth to secure the prize was 
forthcoming. The Neosho Valley Eagle, the only paper printed in the county 
at that time—at Jacksonville—in the south-east worner of the county, seream- 
ed for Erie, while the Mission people printed their startling headlines, suel as 
“Another Lie Nailed,” in the Humboldt Union, which had a general ciraulation 
in the county. Then the Eagle would hist the “Fort Scott Catholio Mission 
Outfit.” The headlines were usvally tollowed by what the parties believed to 
be red hot staff, To read them now causes one to smile, but at the time they 
were published they no doubt consed the respective parties’ blood to boil with 
indignation, 

The rsult of the election and the final effect of the effort to get rid of a 
part of the yote cast should be of interest to the student of history. When the 
Board cume to canvars the vote of June 9, 1568, it was seen from the returns 
that Mission had a majority of 29, 

The friends of Wrie move the Commissioners to reject the yote returned 
from Miesion Township, which township tul east the principal yote for 
Mission Town, on the ground that the poll books were forged and that no legal 
election had heen held in Miesion Township, An affidavit was filed sub- 
stantially alleging these grounds. The Board then consisted of Thomas 
Jackson, M. A. Patterson and J. M. Allen. Two of the Board, Patterson and 
Allen, voted to reject the Mission Township retarne while the chanman, Jack- 
son, voted to canvass the vote from that township. 
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So the Mission Township vote was rejected and Erie declared elected by a 
wiajority of 271, 

The fission people brought an aetion at onee to compel the Board to 
waivass the refurng from Mission Townehip and declare the resolt, The action 
wee heard at the tam of court in June, L669, af Brie, Judge Guodin prosiding. 
The court nade an order requiring the Board of Canvassere to ment and can- 
vass the vote. Erie then took the case to the Supreme Court of the stare, 
where it remaimed till the 25th day of July, 1870, when the decision of the 
Mstiet Coorl was allirmed. This cause is not reported in the Supreme 
Conrt Reports for the reason that it was affirmed because of the failnre of the 
Plaintiff in Errore do file brief under the rule. 

At the county election held in November, 1869, a new Board of county 
commissioners was elected. tt consisted of S. EH, Marston. Geo. W. Gabrint 
nnd Israel Stoddard. The majority of thie Board was favaralile to Mission, 
while the old Board was favorable to Erie. If was eeen at once by Hric¢ that 
tuiless anather election was ordered while the old board was m attice that the 
chances were that nene would be obtained at all, So a meeting of the old 
Board was held on the 10th day of Nevember, 1864, and upon the presentation 
of a petition asking for another county seat election, the Board, found that 
the requisite number of qualified petitioners had signed the petition and 
therenpon ordered an election to be held upon the 14th day of December, 1869, 
for the permanent location of the county scat, At that election, Eric, Osage 
Mission and Worcester were the principal places voted for, receiving the 
following votes: 

Ene, 772; Usage Mission, 922, Worcester, 260. There being no choice, 
another election was ordered for December 28, 1869. 

The vote of that election was canvassed by the Board on the first day of 
‘anwary, 1870, and the result proclaimed ss follows: THrie, 2587; Osage 
Mission, 1965; making the total vote 455%. The majority declarwd for Eric 
wing G24, A casual elapce ot these figurer would lead one to believe that 
before that time the voters of the county had tuken but little interest in the 
viections or else some peraous iad been guilty of fraudé tpon the ballot. 

Several ways were revorted to by the friends of the principal contestants 
to ascertain the true vole cast at the elvetion and te determine how many 
Traudilent votes were cast. 


It is related of one Renhben Lake that lhe went to Osage Mission as u 
watcher lor Baie. Ue placed in one pocket a large quantity of vorn or beans 
and whenever a vote was taken in he would transfer 1 grain to the other pocket, 
Tle had not operated long till what he was doing was learned by one of the 
Mission men, who at once inaugurated the plan of crowding “Reub.” once in 
awhile , and at the same time inserting inte his pocket where his eounted 
pnius were large quantitios of the same grain, so that after the polls were 
closed and Renb, began counting the grains representing the ballots voted, he 
was strprised to find then running up into the thousands, and then he dis- 

ustedly threw them down exclaiming, “Seven hundred and fifty of them may 
level votes, but TU be d—d if the rest are?’ On the other hand, when the 
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men whe were to watch the vote at Erie reached that place thay were pleasantiy 
recelyed and taken into w room and introduced to the election hourd that seent- 
ed to be io the act of receiving votes. Now and then one would come up to the 
Window and offer his vole, hut they seemed very slow to the Mission wen, who 
did not for a long time drop onto the fuet that the real board of election was 
receiving votes in a room farther up the etreet, so rapidly, it ia alleged, that it 
hud len necessary to have a list of names of voters prepared before the polls 
were opened. They had lost much valuable time and some of them efi in 
dlisirust. 

On the 10th day of January, 1870, o majority of the new Board of county 
eoininiasioners inet and totally disregarding the elections held in LBGH we to 
county aeat, proceedud te order the canvase of the vate for county seat of the 
election held June 9, 1808, This the Board prooeeded te do and a3 a reeuth 
declared Mission to have been chosen the permanent county seat at that elec- 
tion, by w mejority of 20, and ordered the different officers to move the rewards 
to Osage Missien. 

On the night of the 12th day of January, 1870, the county elork’s office 
was orntered at Krie, and the records of that office were taken and removed to 
Osage Mission where thoy were fmynd the next morning in the possession at 
the wounty elerk, With those books, that night also disappeared the tax rollt 
of the treasurer for that year. Why they went and where they went has nover 
heen ascertained by o Waiting aod anxious public, It wae alleged that the 
county lost some money by the disappearance of the tax rolls as a satisfactory 
settlement could not be made without them, No blame attached to the 
treasuver because of their disappearance, The other county records son 
followed the county ¢lerl’s to Osage Mission and that place bore the honors 
for some fine. 

Foubruary, 1870, Erie commeneed an auction in the Supreme Court of the 
state entifled “The State of Kansas on the relation of Jos. A. Wells vs. Solon 
BR. Marston, George W. Gabriel and Israel Stoddard, County Commissioners 
of Neosho Connty, Kansas,” (reportd in 6 Kansas, paye 524) to compel the 
removal of the county records fram Osage Mission to Erie. 

The election had December 28, 1869, and the result as canvassed showel 
the yute to be in favor of Erie and the petition recited the election held in 
1808, eto, This action was tried i toe Supreme Court and the decision mt 
that court was rendered at its July term In 1870, refusing the relief prayed tor 
upon the grownd that the party was not in a position to demand, as a matter 
of tight, anything from the court, the vote upon which the relief was claimed 
lwing mostly fraudwlent. This ended the county seat question for the time 
ieing nod the people were glad to rest awhile, In 1870-1 Osage Mission 
received a railroad and flourished, while Erie began to crumble and fade away, 
lt bevame the daty of the Board of County Commissioners to divide the 
county into three coniunissioner districts. one conmmissioner to he elected by 
each district. "his the Board of County Commissioners proceeded to do, It 
divided the county inte twelye equal parte, cach part heing eight miles long 
cast and west and sis miles wide north and south. Each of these divisions 
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was maimed as the townehips had boon named hefore, except that o new town- 
ship, Grant, wae made from territory formerly in Big Creek township. (Aftec- 
see § a part of Centerville township cast of th river was added ta Erie tewn- 
eri ph. ) 

The Koard then designated the four townships on the east side of the 
county the first commissioner district; the center tier of townships as the 
second commissioner district, and the tier of four townships on the west siile 
af the county as the third commasioner district and in doing so made tf 
posethle for the friends of rie to secure the election of two of The commis- 
sinners, as Erie would be certain to control the second district in which it 
Was situate while Chanute would control the third district. 

The comissioners whe did thie were friendly to Osage Mission but re- 
gorled the county seat question as settled, inasmuch as Osage Mission was 4 
flourishing railroad town and vie wue practically dead, But Brie, like the 
Wiley “possum, only waited ils oppurtumity to woke up, Its opportwnity came. 
At the eleetion held in November, 1871, a new Board of County Commissioners 
Was Cleeted, composed of A. G. Robinette, 2. M. Allen and Z, A. Katon. 

February &, 1872. Counmiseionere Allen and Katen met at Osage Mission 
—a spocinl meeting called by the chiirman—and there received ond heard 
i pehtion for an election to permanently locate the county seal. They decided 
that the petition wus auficient and ordered that an election be held on the 12th 
(ay of March, 1872, for the purpose of relocating the eounty seat, 

Then followed the usual exciting times incident to such elections in 
which the whole eonnty was tHirown into turmoil, and crimination and reerin- 
inmution was engaged in, 

The election was held on the 12th day of March as canvassed ehowed the 
following vote for Miasion, 100N; for Brie, 837; Jor Alhance, 621; See. 30, 
806; “eorruphical Oenter” 17 There being no chaice another eleetion was 
ordered und held upon the 26th day of Mareh, at whieh election the vote as 
wunversed hy the Board, stood as follows: Hrie, 1712; Mission, 1679, and 
Brie wie declared to have reawived a majority of the votes cast and was 
elected’ the county seat of Neosho county. Usage Mission at once commenced 
un action m the Distriet Court te contest the election aod upon ao infavor- 
able dewikion there, the caso was taken to the Supreme Court where it wag not 
decided till the uly term of that court, 1874, when the decision of the lower 
court was atirmed. Butler ys. McMillin, Clerk, 13 Kus. S86, 


That decision ended the vounty seal contest in Neosho county, and soon 
thorealter all the records were removed lo rie where they have since remained. 

At times during the contest it seemed that there would be bloody war. 
After the last election held in 1872, at which Ene was declared the county 
seat the Register of Deeds concluded to move his records to Erie, There was 
some objection to it hy a few of the citizens of Osage Mission und it being 
represented at Erie, that the Oxage Mission people forcibly prevented the 
ofticer from moving, un army of about forty persons was gathered together 
and armed with mak weapons as could be obtained, snch ae muskets, shot guns, 
revolvers, cte., together with a diversity of cutlery, and being placed under the 
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command of Captain John Berry, a veteran of the civil war, who had a record 
for meritorious seryice, proceeded to mareh in the best military style possible 
under the circumstances toward Osage Mission. Whether there was a flag 
presentation to that little arnvy, or whether weeping wives and sweethearts 
clung about the necks of the departing heroes and begged them not to die, we 
are not informed, but certain it is that every member of that force was deter- 
mined to bring the county seat from Osage Mission or depart this life in the 
attempt. On their way they were met by the sheriff, J. H. Hill, who adyised 
them not to ga to the Mission, and also by Dr. C. F. Stauber, a former resident 
of Erie, a man in whom they had much confidence, and he also advised that 
the intended action be not taken as it would turn out all right, 

After listening to these men and weighing the matter, the army, haying 
arrived ata shady nook on Four Mile Creek, held a counsel of war. ‘Informa- 
tion also being received that the officer would not be molested in moving his 
recor(la, the army about faced and returned to Erie. What would have been 
the result. had this body of armed men gone on to the Mission can only be 
conjectured. [tf is probable that unless some person filled with whiskey and 
impetnosity had opened a fight, there would have been none, although as soon 
as it beeame known that an armed body of men was about to go to that 
place, most of the able bodied men of Osage Mission were enrolled and armed 
and their places designated to receive any attack that might be made so that 
upon the day the army started from Erie, another army, somewhat larger, was 
in position awaiting the coming of the enemy, brimful of wrath and lager. 

The military genius who had charge of the enrollment, organization, and 
the command of the Osage Mission army, had also had much experience a3 4 
soldier and officer in the Union army, but now 

“His bones are dust, 
His good sword rust.” 

And thus ended the county seat contest which ia not likely to ever rise 

again, 


Gas and Oil, 


About 1885, Osage Mission, or rather its citizens came to the conclusion 
that there ought to be eoal in the earth upon which the city was built, To de- 
termine whether coal existed there the city voted several thousand dollars for 
prospecting purposes and employed C. G. Waite to pat down a prospect hole, 
Waite with a edre drill went down about seven hundred feet, There appeared 
no end! on the way, but a flow of gas was struck which Waite piped into his 
shop and used there for lighting purposes. It was a two inch drill that Waite 
used and the gas flow was not very strung. here wae a flaw of salt water 
which was not shut off, but ae the eity would not spend more money for pros 
pecting, giving up the hope of getting coal there, the well was fitted mp as 
mineral well—its virtues bemg wndeubted—and so left. 

This was probably the first well drilled in the county. 

At Channte a year or so afterward, the same experience was had im pros- 
pecting for coal op on the town site, no attention being paid to the flow of 
gas, as the parties wore after coal and not gaa. They did not po deep enough 
to strike the strong flow of gas, 

A few years later it dawned upon the people of several towns of the 
eounty that gas would be a good thing to have. 

In the winter of 1807-8, the Standard Oil Company put in a gas plant at 
Chanute, piping the gas from Benedict, 17 miles away. This gave the people 
a taste of the luxury and comfort of gas for lighting and fuel purposes az 
compared with coal and other fuel, so that the desire was for natural gas and 
not for coal. In May, 1899, Chanute voted five thousand dollars prospectiny 
bonds and iminediately went to work prospecting for gas with the resanlt 
that on the first day of July, 1899, at a depth of 810 feet gas was struck in a 
well one mile east of Chanute. This was a strong Bow and was immediately 
utilized in running the pumping station. The city put down throe more wells 
that year, two of which were gas and one an oil well, Th was not long there- 
alter till the whole number of wells amounted to 18, made by the city, twa of 
which wells proved te be dry holes and two oil wells. 

The daily product of the walls now owned by the city is more thao 
thirty-five million feet. As soon as it was demonstrated by the city that gas 
existed in the territory in paying quantities, individuals and companies put 
down wells, so that within a radiue of three miles of Chanute, a number of 
wells have been put down and gas obteined in paying quantities. In January, 
1000, L. N. Knapp beran to develop the territory for oil with the result that 
by January, 1902, he had thirty oil wells working, while other companies com- 
bined had fully as many. The richness of the Chanute field in gas and in oii 
oan be judged by the fact that of the whole number of wells sunk, at last eighty 
per cont are paying wells. 
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A well brought in six miles west of Chanute, claimed to be the strongest 
yet developed, shows the field te be more extensive than at first expected. 
Several gas, oil and mineral companics have been formed at Chanute, Erie and 
Suint Paul. Numerous wells, producing thousands of barrels of oil, have been 
developed in the Chanute field, bringing thousands of dollars to the land 
owners monthly, as royalty or rent, and still the work goes on and the oil and 
gas wells increase so rapidly in that field that the numeration of today would 
he too small for tomorrow. 

The field at Erie has not been developed yet. The Erie Gas and Mineral 
Company, organized in December, 1898, brought in the first commercial weil, 
probably, in the county, just a short time prior to the striking of gaa at 
Chanute, ly that city. 

The company put down three wells north of Erie one mile, one of whica 
was an excellent guseer. one an oiler, and the other dry. Then one well was 
drilled on the town site, but as the flow was not thought to be sufficiently 
strong, it was abandoned for the use of the citizens of Lrie, so no effort was 
made to develop oil product. In fact oil was avoided as much as possible. 

The company has opened up a number of wells east and north of the 
city, nearly all of which have a strong flow of gas. It has put in a plant anv 
now supplies the city and citizens with all the gas required and has plenty 
to spare. Vhe summer of 1902 it purchased a drill and is now prepared to 
demonstrate the value of the Hrie field. That there are immense quantities 
of oil, there is no doubt. A well was put down upon the school grounds in 
the west part of the city in 1901 and from it the city schools are supplied with 
fuel and light, 

Another company has been testing the territory east of Krie aul has 
brought in an excellent yas well and an oil well, two miles east. That the 
Erie field is » wide one and that the best part remains to be developed, there 
is no doubt. 

At Stark, twelve miles north-east of Erie the town put down a wel! and 
found enfficient gas to supply the wants of the citizens, Bome gas has been 
developed at Saint Paul, seven miles south-east of Erie, while at Thayer, the 
rar it with gas from wells near there. Thayer also has a proven 
oil field. 

Tuking these developments of the «1s end of] at widely different pomrts in 
the county, we must come to the conclusion that the whole county has a sub- 
stratum of oil and gas hearing formation. 


The Spanish American War. 


In the war between the United States and Spain (1898) the following 
named Neosho county boys formed a part of Company A, of the 22nd Reg- 
iment of Kansas Volunteers, excepting, of course, the Adjutant, who was of 
the field or staff. 


Name and Rank, Residence, |Date Enrolled; Mustered in Remarks. 


Clay Allen, Adjutant, ist. Lieut.| Erie May 17th. 08 | Mag 17th, 94 |Muat’d out with Regh 
Joseph K. Knight ist Lieut ..,,. |Shaw April 86th, '98} May lith, '98 u“ “4 “ 
Logan H, Wells, 2nd. Lieut...,.. Erie " " ss vt as 
Albertus Priest, Sergeant........ Erie » " " " “ 
Berry, Edward B., Corporal ....| Erie ' " rv “ a 
Ohase, Muach ....-. ,,, -s.+« | Erie st te i" “ “4 
+Ferguson,Jamesi, -.........--/Galesburg " “ “ “ 6 
Sm » George WY ccdmenicees aeeee Erle ee “ te * 
Wells, aio edb bbe Hse ew aeaeee Krie oe es “ “ te 
Stillwell, Hubert, Musician ....|Erie s aL ts “ “ 
Buy, James E,, Private .,.|Chunute ” r rT r 8 
Bennet. Willlam F, * 2 1St. Paul " i 0 ‘i u 
Brown, Jesse A., “  -.../80uth Mound " “ ” ot a 
Bixby, Tillman, moc leee “ " u ut a 
Barnes, Charles A,, " ...,|Galeaburg June 15th, ‘O&)tane lfth, "v6 . “4 “ 
Hagewood, William, “yy (Stark April 60th, ‘08 May Iith, 08 “ ts 8 
ardman, James B, e etre Erie ts + a ‘i Tt 
Herod, Joseph ¢.. “4 Brie * rT ‘ ‘ as 
Joyee, Robert ¥F., “ _ |Ohanate " o “ “ ue 
*Loug, Ceeil C., “ -ert | Erte te " rr 
Metvalf, John E. * | Krtle “ “ be “i ot 
Neely, Byron, * ,,.. Galesburg June 16th, ‘9s)June 15th, #3 ve a “ 
Pittser, David F, 4 1... Erie April 30th, "98\June Mth, "08 “ “ aa 
*Pu h, Mort, at 2 ee Erie * ot ‘ 1“ fT 
Rohineon, Ethral K, (Galesburg i re TT “4 a 
Rose, Rollin, » Chanute “ . rr “ “ 
Reynolda. Paul T  __,, |Brie " 7 “ “ “ 
Seahill, William ) “4 reget exe Sr. Paul ee * " a) PT 
Short, Willis M, of eee rte os " ta “ “ 
Showalter, Charles W ‘ _|,.\Brie ‘ " ts rT “ 
*Sponenbarger.Charles E“* .,,./Erie “ is ‘ “4 lo 
Taylor, Edgar Li, ' |. |Chanute a“ 4 " it rT 
Welch, Tonie K. . ., |Erie us “ ee i. o 
Welech, Cougrad &,  J4i/Erie te “ “ is a 
Wieder, Clifton R, + Loss| Mhayer ‘I 14 7’ “4 “ 


d Besaeeies pier 

As will be seen from the above, that two of the soldiers were not mustered 
out with the regiment, but on account of sickness, were absent, Cecil C. Long 
and C, E. Sponenberger. Long was mustered out the 3rd day of November, 
1898, and Sponenberger the same year. 

The history of the service of the regiment is as follows: The soldiers 
of the several companies were re-examined and mustered into the United 
States service on the several dates from May 11 to 17, inclusive, for a term 
of two years, unless sooner discharged, at Camp Leedy, near Topeka. 

The regiment remained at Camp Leedy until May 25th, when it broke 
camp and proceeded by the Missouri Pacific and Baltimore and Ohio railways 
to Camp Alger, Virginia, where it arrived May 28. 
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While at Camp Alger the war department directed the regiment to be 
reermit! to a maximum of 106 enlisted men to each company. 

The requisite munber of recruits were obtained from Kansas to fill the 
regiment to ite niaximum of 1272 enlisted men, 

After a little more than two mouths of drill and other necessary military 
instruction, to fit it for active service in the field, the regiment marched from 
Camp Alger to Thoroughfare, Virginia, a distance of about fifty miles, camp- 
ing on the way at Burke's station, Bull Run and Bristow; arriving at 
Thorovglitare on August 9th. On August 27th the regiment was again moved, 
by rail, to Caiip Meade, near Middletown, Pa., and on September 9th, from 
thence to Port Leavenworth, Kansas, 

At Fort Leavenworth the regiment was furloughed for thirty days, pre- 
paratory to being mustered out of the service, which muster and discharge 
vecorred on September 3, 1508, 

While this regiment had no opportunity to prove its worth m battle, 
there is no doubt, had oceision arisen, if would have made a record of which 
the state would have heen proud, 


Philippine War. 


The following served in Co, G, 40th regitnent, U. S. m the Philippines, 
from this county : 

Clark, Charles, private, Saint Paul. 

Craig, Charles R., private, Sarmnt Paul, 

Ilardman, James B., sergeunt, Hrie. 

Long, Cecil C., corporal, Hrie. 

Martin, Royland, Chanute. 

May, Will E., Saint Pani. 

MeLiester, Albert O., Saint Paul. 

Osborn, Charles, Simbal, 

Osborn, Richard, Kimbal. 

‘They were mustered in in September, 1899, and discharged the 24th day 
of June, 1901. 

Frank Sailsbury, of Saint Paul, this county, enlisted ubont the same time 
in Company H, 40th U.S, regiment. 

He was killed in battle on the 14th day of June, 1900, in the Philippines, 

Allen P. Ferguson, of Chanute, was mustered into Co. E., 20th Kansas 
Volunteers, June 14, 1898, served with that regiment in the Philippines, shar- 
ing in its hardships and glory and was mustered out Oct, 28, 1899. 

Charles A. McNulty, corporal, of Thayer, was in Company G, 20th Kan- 
sas Volunteers. Mustered out October 23,1899, He also shared in the battles, 
the hardships and the glory of that regiment. Date of muster in, May 12, 
shes. ! 

Robert Lewis was mustered into Company B, 22nd regiment, Kansae 
Volunteers, May 16, 1898. Mustered out Nov. 3, 1898. His home was Cha- 
nute, Kansas, 
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David L, Minnick, of Thayer, was mustered into Company H, 22nd Kan- 
ras Volunteers, May 6, 188. Mustered out November 3, 1898, 

Henry G. Hale, of Chanute, mustered in, Company F, 28rd repiment 
Kansas Volunteers July ¥, 1898. Mustered out April 10, 18!¥. He served 
with that reviment in Cuba. While hostilities had ceased when if arrived, 
yet it had arduous duties to perform during the ehort time of its existence. 

The first gun fired upon a fort in the Spanish-American war was fired 
hy Gus, Speigel, a Neosho county bey hailing from Thayer. It was fired upon 
the Matanzas fort, Cuba. ‘This boy had entered the nayy as a fireman and 
was promoted to gunner. 

Fred Morgen Dryden, w son of TT. OC. Dryden, of Urbana, was a member 
of Company D, Sixth U. &. Infantry, in whieh he served for nine years, 
wostly during tine of peace, nooupying the position of teacher, elerk or 
steward of the Canteen. When the Spanish war commenced, his regiment wae 
called inte votive service in Cub, where he participated in the Santiago carn- 
pitt. Ne returned with bis regiment and was discharged at San Antonio, 

exas, His general health was broken by exposure and he came home hoping 
to recuperate, but it was too late, He died on the 10th day of Jannary, 1901, 
the immediate cause of his dewth being stomach trouble, the result of ey- 
posure, ‘ 

Williatn Millikin of Urbana, was a member of Company B, 20th U, 4. 
Infantry. Ue served in the Cuban and Philippine wars. He is a sergeant of 
hie company, 

Robert Z. Bailey of Urbana, wae a member of Troop FP, of the celebrated 
regiment of *“Rongh Riders,” First U.S. Cavalry. Strong, healthy and filled 
with Wnergy and enthusiasm, he accompanici) his regiment to Cuba. Thera, 
at, the battle of Las Gruasimas, dune 24, 1898, he received severe gunshot 
wounds in both logs. He enlisted at Santa Fe, N. M. 

William A. Sater of Chanute, First Lieutenant m 15th UW. §, Infantry, 
was killed in battle at San Juan, Cuba, on the Ist day of July, 1898. He 
was appointed Cudlet at West Point from Kansas June 17, 1890, He grad- 
tated on the 12th day of June, 1894, making hie service in the army nearly 
four years. He was born August 3, 1870, in Butler county, Ohio, and came 
to Kansas i 1885. He gradnated from the High school at Chanute, Kangas, 
at the ave of 17. He taught two terms of school, one at Turkey Creek, and 
the other in Big Creck. Afier his graduation at West Point he was assigned 
to Compuny A of above mentioned reginent as second hentenant, stahoned ut 
Fort Porter, near Butfalo, N. Y. With his regiment he left for Tampa, 
Florida, April 19, 1898. There he remained till June 18, when ordered to 
Cuba where he arrived one week before the battle of San Juan where he fell 
bravely fighting. He was « Mason—a Knight Templar. 

We haye made an earnest effort te obtain the name of every Neoelin 
county boy who served in any capacity in the a Fowipet eit pca and the 
Philippine wars, but there may be some misserl whose record we have been 
unable to find. 
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While Neosho county has no civil war record, because of its extreme 
youth during the stirring events of that period, yet hundreds of the men 
who took an active part in that strife have made homes here, and while a 
large number of them are not members of the G. A. R., the following items 
in reference to that organization will interest all: 

First Post at Osage Mission, Aug. 11, 1882. 

Number of deaths since first organization in county, 72. 

Number of members in county at last report, 210. 


Criminal Record. 


Although Neosho county will compare favorably with any other county in 
the state in the matter of its immunity from crimes, yet it has had its share 
and among them some intensely horrible and revolting ones, The county wae 
eettled up by a law-abiding peace-loving class of people, most of the male 
portion of whom had been soldiers in the Union army, and it speaks well for 
them that very lew, i any of them, wre ever accused of the commission of 
capital offenses. They had come to make homes, rear families, build school 
houses. and help make Kansas the grandest state in the Union, But among 
all the fhoiteinds of people who have come during the 37 years of the county's 
existence, it would indeed be strange if some were not ready to commit 
crime, i Tf wae thonght neecssary to advance a personal interest. The horse 
thief was not an uncommon visitor, He was usually a non-rsident who swept, 
down on the mnsuspecting farmer in the night time and struck out for Mis- 
souri or the Indian Territory with his best horse or team, maybe leaving the 
farmer helpless and miles from assistance. Vigilance committees put a 
damper upon this class of crime, but we do not know of one thief who was 
lynched, yet many of them went to the penitentiary. 


Homicides. 


The first homicide among the white settlers of which we have informa- 
tion wus the killing of John Beck by Jumes Yearsley at Roger’s Mill It oc 
eurred in a quarrel over a mill which had heen located there. What the facts 
were is not known, Yearsley was not prosecuted so it may be presumed that 
it was not a deliberate murder. This oceurred in 1860, 


Sometime in 1861, Dr. Hill, who resided in the north-east part of thu 
county, was killed under the followimg circnametances: 

‘\ party of Union soldiers appeared in front of his house one night, but 
for what purpose is not disclosed, The Doctor ran ont of the house the back 
way anil was afterwards found dead, evidently being shot. 


Clay Livingston, his wife and two boys, staying with them, aged respect- 
ively 18 and 8 years, lived in Big Creek township near the stream of that 
name, Livingston was about fifty years old and his wife about twenty-four, 
On the night of the 27th day of February, 1808, Livingston locked the doors 
also taking the precaution to nail up one door, brought the boys’ bed down from 
from wp-stairs and gr it against a door and after sending the boys to bed 
he and lis wife sat by the fire and talked awhile and then went up stairs. THe 
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then shut down the trap door and moved the bed, occupied by himself and wife 
upon it, The older boy afterward stated that he heard them quarreling for 
some time after they went to bed. Sometime in the night he heard the woman 
cry for help and begging semeone oot to kill her. The boy tried to get to 
Hw rnom where they were, but could not. After awhile the cries ceased but the 
boys beowme terrified and finding a key upon the floor, managed to get out and 
hurrving to a neighbor's, gaye the alarm. 

Upen the arrival of a justice of the peace with a constable and a number 
of citizens, the woman was found lying upon the bed dead. An examination 
showed that she had been strangled. A corener’s inquest was bad which fixed 
the guilt of her murder upon Livingston, hat night or evening, the indig- 
nant and infariated mob took Livingston out to a tree amd bung him. 


In the first murder ease tried in Neosho county, the defendant, Frank 
Sinnamon, was charged with the willful murder of Theodore Benjamin. On 
September 1, 186%, Sinnamon and Benjamin, both young mun, were to- 
gether upon the Main shreat of Erie, sryament engaged in a friendly scuffle 
when a pistol was discharged in the hands of Sinnamen and young Benjamin 
fell mortally wounded. Sinnamon claimed that it wae an aceident, but he wae 
held for murder and & strong and determined effort was made to eanvict Lim 
of murder, but the jury found him not euilty. 


When the M,, K. & 'T. railroact, Junetion City branch, was building sowth 
through Ladore, a most horrible outrayve and erime was committed, On thy 
10th day of May, 1870, at night, a party of men consisting of William Ryan, 
Patrick Starr, Patsey Riley, Richard Pitkin, Alexander Matthews, Robert 
Wright and Peter Nelly, while under the infinence of liquor, took pessession 
of thy town of Madore on the line, and after abusing some of the citizuns, rob- 
hing others and intimidating th inhabitants generally hy firing revolvers, went 
to the residence of J. N. Roach and taking, forcibly, two of lis yonug dangh- 
tere, repeatedly outraged them. During the commission of the horrible 
crimes, one of the villains shot and killed Robert Wright, a co-villuin. As soon 
as it was learned that the horrible and atrocious crimes had heen committed, 
everal hundred people assembled and in the morning of the next day pursued 
and captured the ruffians. But little time was given them for preparation for 
the moh wa intensely in earnest. One of the prisoners, Patrick Kelly, because 
of some doubt as to bis guilt, was epared. The others were strung up without 
ineroy. None of the wretchos were citizens of Neosho county. No prosecu- 
tions followed the lynehing. 


In December, 1870, Taylor Tlorne, then marshal of Osage Mission killed 
James Curren as stated in the St. Paul chapter. The Rese caused intense 
excitement, especially among the men with whom Curren had been working on 
the railroad then being built inte Osage Mission. Horne was taken before a 
justice of the peace charged with deliberate, premeditated and willful murder, 
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walyed examination and was conumitted without bail to answer to the charge 
at the next term of the district court. In the morning after the homicide, 
while Horne was upstairs in a building under guard of an ollicer, several hun- 
dred people sorrounded the building, several of the mob took the prisoner away 
from the officer and dragged him to the river, with the avowed intention of 
hanging him. On arriving upon the ground, they were met by dohn Ryan, a 
man of great influence among them, whe obtained permission to speak, Ryan 
deprecated the occurrence of the crime and spoke of its enormity, but quietly 
and earnestly plead with them not to carry out their intention of hanging 
the prisoner, an act, which, if done by them, would be worse than the crime 
that the prisoner had committed and would place every one of them in a posi- 
tion where they might be prosecuted for murder. To the surprise of the on- 
lookers, Horne was returned to the officers. 

Horne was tried at the April term, 1871. of the district court, convicted 
of murder in the second degree and sentenced to filteen years at hard labor 
in the penitentiary. 


Nov. 6, 1871, John P. Flannagan, living about tour miles south-west of 
Osage Mission, killed his little daughter with an ax, look a hammer and at- 
tempted to drive mails into another childs head. He was arrested charged 
with inorder, hut the court after investigating, refused to hold him on the 
ground that he was insane and he was disehargd. 


In the spring of 1872, in a dispute over a claim, Werren Conley struck 
A. Waeley with a knife, killing him. Cooley was plowing upon a piece of land 
that Hasley claimed. Easley and his boys, two or three, ahout grown, went to 
where he was plowing and the two men came together, with the result that 
Cooley used a butcher knife which he carried in hie boot. 

Cooley was tried at the July term of the district courf. on the charge of 
muriler in the first degree. He claimed self defense. The jury failed to agree, 
and after being out two days, was discharged. 


On the 22nd day of June, 1872, Constable Jolin Ross was shot and. killed 
at the houge of A. G. Douglas, near Thayer, hy one Mart Worehand, while Rose 
Was attempting to arrest him on the charge of grand larceny. Forehand 
escaped, Douglas was afterward arrested on the charge also of grand larceny 
gud while he was in custody in Thayer, he was killed by William Ross, who 
believed him implicated in the killing of his brother John. 


(mn March 24, 1874, John R. Pierce was taken by a mob at Jacksonville, 
Placed in a wagon which was rum under a tree, when a rope was placed about 
his neck and while he stood up in the wagen the other end of the rope was 
fastend to a limb and the wagon drawn from under him, leaving him dangling 
in the air. And thus he died, The substance of his offending was that he had 
that day killed his father-in-law, M. Amend. David Vulgamore, John Alex- 


102 LISTORY OF NIWSINO COUNTY, KANSAS. 


ander, Richard Jordan and John Nelson were charged with the offense of 
murdering Pierce. Alexander was tried at the April term, 1874, of the diz 
trict court, but the fury would not ayrve, so that finally the proscuting attor- 
ney dismissed the cases against them, 


On May 31, 1878, James Cox shot and killed Dr, W. 8S. Knight at 
Knights residence alwut five miles north-west of Erie, Cox, wha was about 
twenty years old, was working for Knight, and while in the field they became 
involved in a quarrel, Alter going to the house in the evening it seems 
they kept up the dispute or had blood and Cox shot from a door of a house 
standing near the residence ae Knight turned around the house, Knight was 
said to have had a revelver at the time, UWpen a trial by jury wpon the charge 
of anurder in the first dewree, Cox was acquitted, 


On December 24, LS80, at a danve in Erie, Hannibal Burris shot and kiil- 
ed Joseph Gilford. They were outside the Imilding and it is supposed that 
Burris, at least, was under the influence of liquer, Just what did occur there 
was not fully developed, exvept that Burris had the pistol when it was dis- 
charged. Burris wae tried, but the jury found him not guilty. 


At night, about 7 o’eloek P. M., Septernber, 1883, Frank Scott, a printer, 
about twenty years old, while passing Mouser’s drug store on Main street in 
Osage Mission, was shot and killed. The front of the drug store was lit up 
eo that a person there cold be plainly seen, but at the corner of the store 
where the deed was done, it was so durk that the person standing there canlid 
not be seen, ‘The pistol with which the deed was done was placed almoal 
ugainst the boy"s neek. The evidence pointed to W. Tl. Mouser, another 
young man, aé¢ the ertminal, Ile wae arrested, tried by a jury in the district 
court, and although the state made on unusually strong case against him, 
he was acpurtted. 


On the 26th day of November, 1884, after drinking some beer, Nancy J. 
Poinsett died at Chanute under zuel circumstances as to point to poison as the 
cause of her death. Francis Morris, who was with her at the time of the taking 
of the beer, and who was suid to have furnished it, was charged with poisoning 
her by administering poison in the beer, She was arrested, tried and convicted 
at the July term of court, 1885, The court, however, set the verdict aside and 
granted a new trial, ‘here was no new trial, as the state dismissed the case. 


The Sells family, consisting of J, W. Sells, his wife, two boys, aged about 
eighteen and sixteen, respectively, and a girl about 2 years old, resided on a 
farm about four miles north-west of Erie. On the 8th of March, 1886, in the 
night, Willie Sells went to a neighber’s house and informed him that his 
folks were all being killed. Immediately the neighbor started for the house, 
alarining others ae he went, so that there was soon gathered a number of per- 
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sons at the Sells house. A horrible scene was presented to their view. There 
oo the floor of the main room lay the body of J. W. Sells, its throat ent anc 
head showing blows of some blint instrament. On the bed was the body of the 
wife, her head erushed by the same instrument, On the bed in the same 
room was the little girl, her head bruised and broken, her little hands bruised, 
eut and broken in an evident effort to ward off the blows of the murderer, deacl, 
In the boys’ room where the two boys slept tozether, on the bed, was the body 
nf the boy, its throat cut and head bruised, dead. 

Blood was everywhere, The instruments used, a buteher knife aul 
hatchet, were found there. Blood was found on Willie’s clothes and upon lis 
wrists. Tle had evidently washed his huuds. 

Upon investigation by a coroner's jury the evidence pointed conclusively 
to Willie as the perpetrator of the terrible crime that he was held and after 
being tried at the Jaly term, 1886, of the distriet court, was found guilty of 
the murder of J. W. Sells in the first degree. 


June 26, 1888, in wn altercation with his tenant. Andrew Horn. H. B. 
Smalley was shot and killed, several miles north-east of Kriv. 

Horn was charged with murder in the first degree and tried April 1, 1887, 
hut the jury finding that it was a clear case of self defense, acquitted him, 


Near Urbana, April 12, 1887, Henry Franklin was killed by Woodward 
Lopeman, in Franklins own door yarc. There was some bad blood between 
them os to some cattle or other property, Woodward Lopeman and his son, 
Georne went over to Franklin’s house and after the passage of a few worde 
Woodward Lopeman shot Franklin, killing him instantly, The two Lopve- 
man’s were arrested and upon trial Woodward was convicted of murder iu 
the first degree and George was convicted of manslaughter. 


July #, 1888, Cherles C. Kramer shot and killed Dr. Thomas Bartle at 
Channte. Bartle, it was claimed, had made statements refleeting upon u 
female relative of Kramer, whieh so wrought upen his mind that the hom: 
cide was the result. Kramer was tried on the charge of morder in the first 
devree and acyuitted. 


(n Grant township. on June 5, 1894, Swan Peterson, a awede who lived 
alone ina litth: honse on his furm, was murdered and his body was hidden 
in the manger of the stable, For some time it remained there as no one missed 
him for several days. A neighbor went over one day to see him but not finding 
any ong there went to the stable where his attention was attracted by a horri- 
ble stench. The neighborhood soon assembled and an examination revealed thy: 
fact that a hatchet had been the means used by the murderer. A young Swerle 
by the nume of Bd Anderson bad been with Peterson sometime before and he 
and Peterson’s team and wagon were missing. [mmediate efforts were made to 
locate him with the result that he and the team with other property of Peter- 
son’s property were found. THe was convicted of murder in tho first doyree. 
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April 3, 1883, near Osage Mission, while out, ostensibly honting with hie 
son, a boy about 10 years old, Jacob Cumberland shot the boy in the stomaeh. 
The child was taken to his mother’s home and lived but one day. The boy 
stated that his father shot him purposely and the mother would not believe 
otherwise, He claimed accident. He waa tried, convicted and sent to the 
penitentiary. 


Klias Breekbill was a bachelor living upon a claim in Walnut Grove town- 
zhip several miles west of Walnut. He had acenmulated a herd of cattle, had 
several fine horses and was otherwise in good circumstances. He was alone 
at the time he was killed. The indications are that he was in the aet of eating 
his supper when he was attracted toward the barn. He had gone m that diree- 
tion when he was shot, evidently from the barn, by someone there. When 
found he had a common table fork in his hand. One of his horses, the best 
he hac, was gone and there is no doubt but that Mr. Breckbill lost his life in 
trying to prevent a thief from taking his horse. Neither the horse nor the 
murderer have ever been found. This murder occurred about August 23, 
1875, 


At Thayer, in April, 1871, when that town was “wild and wooly,” Timothy 
Corbett entered a place where liquid refreshments were dispensed by A. B. 
Call. ‘They engaged in conversation during the course of which unpleasant 
things were said on both sides and probably both became angry. The termina- 
tion of the matter was that Call strack Mr, Corbett on the head with a bottle, 
resulting, several weeks or months afterward, in Mr. Corbett’s death. Mr. 
Call was arrested charged with murder, but the justice of the peace before 
whom he was taken refused to bind him over to answer the charge. 


An urganization which has undoubtedly had much influence in preventing 
crime is the “Anti-Horse Thief Association.” The first sub order of this 
Association was organized at Sunny Side school house in Ladore township, 
January 9, 1880, with W. N. Ewing, president; M. EF. Carson, secretary ; John 
Overman, financial seertary; U. M. Glover, treasarer; A. D. Clark, marshal, 
There are now 2,000 members in the county. 

The state president is C. G. VanHorn; state vice president, N. J. Randall; 
state secretary and treasurer, John W. Wall, Parsons, Kansas. The National 
president is Fielding Scott, Saint Paul, Kansas. 


Levees. 


Every since the settlement of the county, the overflow of the Neosho 
river has resulted in the destruetion of acres of erops on the lower lands in thé 
valley. As the county settled up and the lands along the river were cleared up 
and more of the low lying lands brought under cultivation, the destruction 
hecame greater, The flonds usually come in June or July and whether it was 
Jime or whether it was July. made but little difference to the farmer, the result 
wae the same—the loss of his crop. Usually if the over-fow wis in June the 
farmer was spared the expense and labor of harvesting his wheat and if it 
delaved its coming till July the harvested wheat in the shock went sailing 
down stream. 

Of oouree this did not happen every year, If it had, no sane nun would 
have planted npon the land subject to overflow, But often, in fact, too often, 
the erap planted, with the hope on the farmer’s part that there would be no 
Hood that season, went down stream with (he murky waters, carrying with 
them probably all the property owned by the farmer, and putting his season's 
labor to naught, 

This state of things continued until about 1890, when some enterprising 
owners of a large body of the rich low lands on the west side of the river, 
net far from Erie, among them being Marion Johnson, D. 5. Beard, Tlenry 
Wickle, J. Winan and others, after canvassing (he matter, concluded that by 
filling up the low places that permitted the water to overflow the lands, they 
could protect their lands from overflow from the ordinary flood, To consider 
this, & meeting was had and each owner of land who would be benefitted was 
assessed thirty cents per acre for each acre to be benefitted. This was used in 
making the fillings required and was found to be of great benefit, A levee was 
constructed which was found te protect the lands from overflow that season, 
bat the owners of land had their differences, some believing that they were 
contributing more than their part. so that it was found impracticable to con- 
struct a private levee of mueh extent and have all the owners or those inter- 
ested satisfied or come up with their part. 

At the time of the inception of the movement ou the part of the parties 
named, to construct the levees on the wust side of the river, the majority of the 
lum! owners on the east side near ric, were opposed to the building of levees. 
But about the surnmer of 1892, the river rose so that it overflowed the low 
luuds, except the lands which were protected by the above mentioned levee. 
It was # crude affair, but when the farmers interested saw that the water ja 
the river was several let above the level of the lands which the levee was 
intended to proteet, thal on these lands waved hundreds of acres of growing 
grain, untouched by the waters, while bat for the luvee it would have all bern 
under water, they were immediately converted to the theory that the crovs 
could be saved by the constroction of levees. 
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Several meetings were held and plans were discussed, but time flew by 
aod the rains and the floods came and crops went as before, except that the 
crops on the other side of the river where the levee had been made were in 
reasonably good condition. 

{; was determined then that individual aetion could not be depended 
upon, nor would it be safe to build private levees for the reason that some 
pase would be neglected and there would be no power to compel the proper 

Willing of ‘the Jevee or to keep it in repair and as the lovee would he no 
stronger than the weakest place in it. it was important that all of the levee be 
of equal strength and that strength sutticient to resist the foree of the highest 
or most destructive flood known to the Neosho river. 

The conclusion arrived at finally was that the power to vompel the eon- 
struction and maintenanee of lovees should be placed in th hands of some 
public offiaals, either the county commissioners or township trustees. The 
county commissioners were decided to be the proper parties as they could 
act for the whole county, Se when the legislature was in session in 1895, 
Arthur Lodge, who ewned some of Ute land that was subject to overflow, hy 
direction of other owners who contribaled to the expense, employed an attorney 
in prepare a bill covering the ground desired by them, which bill was at onee 
forwarded to Senator J. C, Carpenter, who, after sume slight changes, pressed 
its passage through the senate. ‘hen Hon, J. M, Dunsmore took charge of it 
in the house and at once obtained its passage there, and so in due time it 
hecame a law. 

Then commenced the construction of levees. That summer or fall, the 
Baughman levee, the first, was constructed, near Shaw. Then the Dutton 
levee, just west of Erie, was built, These leyees protected several hundred 
acres of the richest and iost valuable land. That is the land became valuable 
after it was safe from overllow. ‘The success of these levees Induced others to 
construct levees, until they liaye been built for miles along the river, to the 
number of eighty miles of levee constructed in the county, 

This leyee systern protects and benefils 18.259 aeres of land, The ayerage 
cost per acre of land benefitted has been $5.00, or something over $90,000 im 
the aggregate, 

Where ever the levees have been properly constructed, they have been 4 
pucepas. Now and them loss has oveorred by the breaking of a part of a lever, 
beeause it had been slighted or had not been constructed as it should have 

cen, 
It looks like un expensive experiment, but when we consider that the 
lund was increased in value, froin ten to twenty dollars per acre, by reason 
of the levee, then we see that it more that pays for itself. The fact is that a 
large part of the land benefitted and now of value to the owners, wae really a 
dumage prior to the building of the levee, for the owner or his tenant would 
then as a rule, lose his labor and the erops he put in. 

The levee is no longer an experiment in this county, It has been demon- 
strated that when properly constructed it will fully protect the lands it snr- 
rounds. Of course differences have arisen between parties to the building of 
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levees and litigation has followed, but that is incident to nearly every enter- 
prise of importance. 

Under the law, the board of county commissioners, upon petition of the 
parties interested, determine whether a levee shall be built, orders the survey, 
makes the contract, levies and collects the taxes to pay for the same and has 
general supervision of the whole matter. The levees are divided into districts 
and in each district is appointed an overseer whose duty it is to note any defect 
or injury that may appear in any part of the levee and to keep the same in 
good repair; his wages being paid by his levee district. 

While the estimated cost of the levees now constructed in the county is 
little over Ninety Thousand Dollars, they have added to the material wealth of 
the county in dollars and cents, probably not less than Two Hundred Thous- 
and Dollars. Nor is this all. Their benefit from a sanitary point of view i3 
inestimable. , 


The Canville Trading Post. 


A vertain degree of interest attaches to localities where a town or place 6f 
hosiness existed or an industry was carried on years before the white people 
settled the country in which the town, place of business or industry was 
estallished. 

Trading posts were early established among the American Indians that 
the exchange of commodities between the white man and the Indian might be 
facilitated. In this respect the Osages were not neglected. In 1844 a young 
Vrenchman hy the name of A. B, Canyille, came to the Osages in Neosho 
county. He saw his opportunity. He was pleased with the beautiful coun- 
try in which the Indians were located. The life led by the half-breeds und 
the Osages had a charm for him, so he married in 1845 and settled down ia 
the quiet life of a trader in 1847, establishing a post near the stream now 
called Conville Creek, so named in his honer, 

The farm selected by him and which he afterward entered, was the 
north-east quarter of section 22, in township 28, 8., range 19, MH. Not far 
from him was effected a settlhnent of numerous half-breeds, who demanded 
more than the ordinary Indian does of the mutters and things used in civilize! 
swwiety, At the Mission schools many of these as well as the full-bloods had 
lenrned to read and write, so that a post office in that locality became a de- 
sired convenience. Lt was established there June 13, 1866, with Mr. Canyille 
ae postmaster, which position he held se long as he continued in business there. 

Three log houses about twenty-five by forty feet each were erected, The 
construction of these houses differed from that of the ordinary log house in 
this, that there were no “chinks” between the logs in these houses, but the 
lovs wore nid in cement, one upon the other. The walls were thiek, solid 
and atrong anil were eapable of resisting any ordinary attack that amy known 
enumy night make upon it. In one of the buildings was the store and trading 
post, The others were used by the family and for the aceommodation of 
travelers and traders,. 

Tt was at this trading post that the treaty was made between the United 
States and the Great amd Little Osage Indianss on the 16th day of September, 
1865, by which treaty the lands out of which Neosho county was carved were 
ceded to the United States. A post office was maintained until about 187+, 
when it was diseontinued. Mr. Canyille continued to reside there until some- 
time in the 70s when he removed to the Osage country in the Territory. 

The question will arise as to why the post was located at that particular 

wint? There were several reasons which were considered by the original 
‘a all of which show that he was an observant man. Probably the 
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most weighty of these was the fact that here the finest ford in the country 
crosses the Neosho river. Here a long stretch of shallow water where rock 
bottum widens out an oven depth of but a few inches at all ordimary stages of 
the river, That was the condition prior to the time of the building of the 
dam below, so that if was a point where the Indians crossed in going to and 
returning from the west. Before the enclosure of the prairies by the white 
inan, there stretched away from this ford to the westward and on toward the 
setting sun the trail of the Indian. This trail was discernable and could 
be easily followed from the ford to Elke river and to the Verdegris, and probably 
for miles onward, as late as the seventies. This was then a thoroughfare of 
the Red Man. if you please, the great trunk line between the bands of the 
Little and the Great Osages, those situated upon the Neosho, and those west. 
Here then, where nearly all must come to cross the river, Canville had chosen 
lis post. Not only this, but the wealtny families of the half-breeds, the Mo- 
grains, the Choteans and others had settlements near. Then the high ground 
about the buildings afforded a fine building site and natural protection from 
overflows and trom attacks of enemies, In 1865 Mr. W. H. Reese visited the 
post in the winter season. The weather was mild, the grass was tall and 
green, There was nothing in the appearance of the woods and the prairies 
that showed the effects of winter. 

In answer to a comment of Mr. Reese that this appeared to he a very mild 
climate, Mr, Canville said: “Daring the twenty-five years that I have been 
here I have seen some years when the weather remained ag mild all winter 
as this ia now. Then again T have seen and felt extremely coll weather here. 
Tn fact I have seen ice twenty inches thiek formed wpon the river; then there 
have been seasons of extremely dry and others of extremely wet weather. 
There have been some great floods, the highest known was that of 1844, when 
the water of the river reached from mound to mound and over that valley 
where the tall grasé exists so abundantly. a large Mississippi steamer could 
have floated. No such flood hae been since then and it is hoped that nothing 
like it will ever oeour again.” 

if Mr. Canville’s statment is trie, and there is no reason to donbt if, 
in fact the traditions of the Indians and the evidence of missionaries is to the 
same effect, then the full capacity of the Neosho to overflow has never been 
realized by the oldest white inhabitant, for the floods of 1869 and 1885 would 
be emall m compurison, 

Where this mart once flourishea there is little or nothing to indicate that 
it ever existed. here the farmer “ploughs the field amain” and the reaper 
reaps the golden grain,” 


The Terrible Benders. 


In 1871, there settled in the north-west part of Labette connty, near 
the Neosho county line, a family of Nollanders or Dutch, consisting of John 
Bender, his wife, each about 60, Kate, about 24, and John, about 23 years, 
While they resided in Labette county and their principal horrid crimes were 
mostly committed there, yet the scene of their evil deeds was so near this 
county and their wiekud acts resulted so disustrously to some of the former 
citizens of this county, a brief notice.of the facts relating to their conduct, the 
discovery of their erimes, their flight and mysterious disappearance, will not 
be out of place in this history. 

They erected a one-story box house 16 by 24 feet, upon their claim on the 
public read. The interior of this house was divided into two rooms by a 
eurtain or cloth partition. The front room, about 11 by 12 feet, was aced as a 
store, in which was kept a tew articles that might be desired by a traveler, such 
as canned goods. Eyidently meals were also furnished and sometimes lodging, 
In the back room of this building a door was fitted into the floor and im- 
mediately beneath the deor, a pit ar hole in the earth was made, The several 
members of the family were strong and hardy. Kate sometimes made trips 
to surrounding towns advertising as a medium or clairyovant, 

The scene from their house was a great streteh of treeless prairiv, One 
could be seen approaching at a great distance. No nuighbors were near, 
There they carried on systernatically the business of murdering the unsus- 
pecting., Like the spider in its web, or the wild bast in its lair, these lrates 
in human shape, would wateh for the coming of the lone traveler and when he 
came, with flendish pleasure in the act, would brutally murder him. 

Onoe entered he their den and seated himself at their table, his doom was 
sealed and he came not ont again, alive. 

At what time they commenced their horrible business or who was the 
first victim, or how many people they murdered, is not known, but from the 
number of bodies found and the condition of some of them it is probable that 
they commenced the work soon after their appearance there. The road upon 
which they built, was that usually traveled by a person going from Indepen- 
dnee or Cherryvale to Osage Mission or to Fort Seott, The nearest town was 
Cherryvale something over six miles south-west. Osage Mission, then one nt 
the principal towns im this part of the state, wae nearly twenty miles north- 
east; Thayer about ten miles north and Parsons about 14 miles east, It is 
probable that Kate was the only one in sight when an intended victim arrived. 
She would seat him at the fatal table, engage him in conversation and John or 
the old man would do the rest. The generally accepted theory of the way 
in which they disposed of the victiin was as follows: He was seated at the 
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table with his back to the curtain partition, probably his head touching tho 
curtain whenever he sat upright, thus making the outline of bis head clear to 
the person behind the curtain. | 

That person, with a huge hammer, would, at the opportune moment, 
crush the traveler’s head while he wae in the act of cating a meal or being en- 
tertained by Kate. He would then be taken into the back room, his valuables 
removed and his body dropped down through the floor into the pit, there to 
remain till it could he removed and buried in eafety. 

Men who had started upon the road to yo to one or the other of the points 
fhove mentioned, dropped suddenly ont of sight. Repeated inquiries and 
advertisements failed to give information or eall forth an answer. But it is 
not known that anyone suspected the Benders or connected them with the dis- 
appearances. “They seemed to be an honest Dutch family incapable of sach 
horrible deeds, 

Tt. is likely that had they remained upon their claim, cooly leading the 
apparently contented mode of living, the discovery of their crimes would not 
have been made, or had they been found out it would have been by aceident, 
for the premises were not actually searched until a month after the Benders 
had departed, 

The search of the honse and grounds came about in this way: 

On April 6, 1873, a team, wagon and dog had been discovered near 
Thayer; The “Headlight” published at Thayer, of April 4th, says: “Our cit- 
izens have been in a state of perplexity for several days on account of the 
diseovery of a wagon, # mare and a colt and a horse just outside the city 
limits south of town. They were first scen last Saturday morning by Mr. 
Charles Nelson, Tho wagon box contained a little corn in the ear. A Scotch 
terrier was the only guardian of the property. The harness was found under 
the wagon and was covered with mud. One of the horses wae a little lame. 
The wagon was a heavy lumber wagon and looked as though it had been run 
for sometime,” This team and property, under the adyice of J, M. Dunsmoare, 
was taken charge of by Constable A. H. Wheeler, In the wegon was & sign 
with the word “Groceries” marked upon it. The poople af Thayer came to 
the econelusion that there was foul play and immediately searching partics 
were sent out in different directions and the ravines about Thayer and even 
Lake Richmond, were searched, but nothing discovered, 

The team was advertised as stray and an account of the finding of the 
team and wagon, dog and sign, was published in the Thayer Headlight at the 
time. After this, four weeks, 8 searching party, having discovered that the 
Benders were gone, went up to Thayer and identified the team, wayon and 
dog us the Bender property, That same day the bodies of the murdered pat — 
sons buried on the Bender place, were discovered and the fact wired to Thayer. 
In May Silas Tale, in passing the Bender place, noticed its apparently de. 
serted condition. He also noticed a calf there which had died from starvation. 
These facts he reported to the township trustee, L. F. Dick. 
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Thereupon an investigation was started which showed that the Benders 
had evidently left some time in ‘April, or several weeks before, and upon the 
same day that the team and wagon were identified at Thayer, the dead 
bodies were ciseavered on the Bender land, The trap-door and the hammer 
mal in crushmg the heads of the victims were taken possession of by Hsyuire 
Dunsmoere, who turned then over to the county attorney of Labettu county. 

The searching party found the house deserted, with a starved animal the 
only occapant of the premises. In the honse the door in the floor was openud, 
perinitting an overpowermng stench to arise from the pit below. This was some 
evidence of butehery. Then the gronnds were sounded and a number of dead 
bodies were discovered in the garden—a varden of the dead, The hody of Dr. 
York, brother of Senator York of Independance, for whoin search had been 
made for months, wae found: also the bodies of a Mr, Longor and his little 
girl, Brown, formerly of Neosho county, and four others, who were iden- 
tified. They had heen buried promiscuously, seemingly damped into the 
ground in any position. The probabilities are that the little girl was buried 
alive in the grave made for her father. How many people these fiends in 
human shape murdered during the few years they lived upon that claim will 
probably never be known, A. Tt. Sargent, of Thayer, who helped take up-the 
bodies, sive that all their throate were cut. Kate evidently used her beat en- 
deavors Lo lure victims to hor home and consequently to their death. The 
following is a copy of a cireular seatterd throughoot the country and neigh- 
boring towne: “Prof. Mise Kate Bender can cure all sorte of diseases; can 
cure blindness, fits, deafness, and such diseases; aleo deal and dumbness. 
Residlenwe fourteen miles east of Independenge, on the road from Independence 
to Osage Mission. one and one-half miles south-east of Morehead station. 


Kate BENDER. , 
June 18, 1873," 


Tn ite issue of May 7. 1873, the ‘hayer Headlight announces the dis- 
covery of the crimes of the Benders in this language: “Dr, Wm. York's body 
_ was diseoyered yesterday (May 6) by hie brother and Mr. Beers of Indepen- 
dence, The grave wae found in a newly ploughed field, about ten rods sowth- 
east of the house. On going to the field they found a sunken place where they 
ran an iren rod and tinding that the vround was soft, concluded to dig, when 
they discovered the body of the mardered York. He was buried face down- 
ward and alinost entirely naked. He was identitied by his brother instantly, 
as his face was very natural in ite appearance though the rest of bis head was 
terribly mashed. He also identified him by a pair of spectacles worn by de- 
ceased, ‘They also found a part of a bridle in the honse which was identified 
as Dr. York’s. Two hammers, one of them a shoemaker’s and one a blaek- 
smith’s, were found m the house. A prayer book was found in the honse 
which contained (he following writing in German: ‘Johanna Bender, born 
Jily 80, i848. John Gebhardt came to America July 1,18.” 


The Headlight then calls attention to the discovery of the team, wagon, 
etc., O71 April 6, and says it is identified as belonging to the Benders, 





TLIRPLORY OF NEOSIO COUNTY, KANSAS, 113 


The following incident, showing how narrow an ¢seape he had from the 
Benders, was told by Father Panl Ponziglione, some time after their crimes 
were discovered, Ile had been upon a visit moong the Osages, whieh had 
necessitated the travel by pony or team, of suveral hundred milns, in the 
carly spring of 1873, when on his way home, he arrived ut the Bender place 
late in the day er teward night, He and hie team being prutty well exhausted 
and alee hungry and nearly twenty miles from Osage Mission, he thought 10 
take supper there and stay all night for uo rest. Father Pant notiead the old 
man Bender place o large hammer behind the cuytain partition near where 
the table was standing. 

ile also noticed whispered consultations between the old man and Kate 
partienlurly, The grewsome surroundings, the forbidding sud hard Toatires 
vf the Benders und other sete on their part, noticed by him, aroused a feeling 
of uneasiness, His ponica were restless and goin ont to see to them he found 
that for some reason they bud not. eaten. Te remembered reading of the 
disnppearance a! persone in that part of the state, of whom no truce had been 
discovered. The said thot some power seemed to urge immediate departure. 
The more he thought about it, the more suspicious and alarmed he became 
and acting upon a sudden impulee, he hurried sway withowt arousing the ats- 
picion of the Benders, who probably did not disuover his having left until it was 
tow lute te follow him. Cle was used to the hardship of travel and to the pange of 
hunger, so that the long drive home in & hungry and almost exhausted condi 
ten was only one among many such orcurences. 

Not long after this incident, the Benders left and upon the discovery 
of their orimes Father Paul saw that he had reason to be thankful to a higher 
power for lis safe dliyery from the bloody wretches. 

What hocame of the Bondors? This question has heen asked many 
times and has heen answerd in different ways. Some assert positively that 
they were silled 5 others are ss positive that they still live. As to the old man 
and the old woman, it can be pretty safely said that they are dead, for if still 
living, cach would be over ninety years old, One writer, who pretends to 
know, says that the Benders left the farm the night before the discovery of the 
hodies there, and that the wagon in which they went fo Thayer was tracked! to 
that point that day, and that the agent informed the party that they had 
hought tickete to Chanute, where they changed to the M., K. & T. Ry., buying 
tickets for Chetopa; that this information was all learned by telegram that 
day; that immediately a party of four men rode over to Chetopa where they 
learner! that the Benders had left in a wagon for the Indian Territory; that 
the party immediately set out in pursuit and finally, overtaking them, acensed 
them of the atrocious crimes, and at once destroved them, 

This is a very nice and interesting story and would be all right if trae, 
But the facts ure os stated above, that the team and wagon of the Benders 
went to Thayer and was there at last four weeks before the dead bodies were 
(ligeoverel on their Janud—before any search was made of the premises. That 
they had heen gone for weeks before the search was made is evidenced by the 
fact also, thaf an animal belonging tu the Benders and left by them, wae 
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found starved—dead—npon the premises before the search for bodies com- 
menced. After the team was identified at Thayer as belonging to the Benders, 
(some weeks after they had left their place) the agent of the L. L. & G. Ry. 
at Thayer had a recollection that four persons answering their deseription 
hought tickets for Humboldt, Kansas, a day or two before the constable took 
up the team at Thayer, This would give the Benders at last four weeks the 
start of pursuers, after the discovery of the dead at the Bender farm. So 
these facts demolish the story above given as to the manner in which they met 
their fate. They have been confidently discovered and identified in many paris 
of the country, only to be as certainly shown not to be the Benders. Wheat 
became of them is not known, at least not to many. The theory of the writer 
is that the Bender place was a station on or in the line of thieves and cut 
throats, which probably extended into and through the Indian Territory, 
That they had accomplices would appear from the fact that the horses of most 
of the murdered persons disappeared also. here being no place about the 
Bender farm where they could coneealed for any length of time, it follows 
that they must have been taken away by some one. If this supposition is eor- 
rect, then other persons beside the friends of the missing persons were inter- 
ested in the fate of the Benders. If the Benders were arrested 1t was more 
than probable that they would divulge the names of their accomplices. Some 
of these, who had opportunities of Jearning the trend of pubhe sentiment, 
which the Benders did not have, may buve beeome alarmed as to their own 
safety und at once frightened them into leaving. For it is evident from the 
condition in whieh things were left, that their departure was sudden and not 
previously contemplated. Whether they went by way of Thayer and there 
took the train, or whether the team was taken to Thayer by one of the gang, 
while the Benders were hurried into the Territory by their friends, matters 
not, for the result at the end of the journey m the Indian Territory would bu 
the same—death at the hands of their accomplices. They knew that soonrr 
or later the crimes of the Benders would be disclosed and that the only sure 
way of preventing their capture and a full disclosure by them, was to kill 
them. This tate, the writer belioves, befell them a very short time after they 
disappeared from the farm. 


Political, Election Returns, Etc. 


Politically Neosho eounty has had a varied experience, For several years 
after its settlement, the Republican party was dominunt. In fact, but few of 
the early settlers eluimed to be anything else, nor is if; probable that any other 
kid of political convention was thought of for several years. The first cou- 
vention bo nominate county offters was held in a log school honse on the 
bunk of the Neosho river about. three miles east of where Chanute now stands, 
in the fall of 1864. The candidates nominated there had no opposition at the 
election. A republican convention was held at Trotter’s Ford in September, 
1866. There seeme to have been no opposing ticket at the county election 
that year, and owt of the 384 votes cast, it appears that there were 67 votes 
cast uguinst the Republican stute ticket, After that the question of county 
eit arose and then the fall eleetions or rathor the choive of county officers, 
wae dilored by that, and tho locality in which the candidate lived. This 
local question had more or less influence on the choice of certain officers for 
years, and haa not become wholly eradicated from the minds of same yet, 

It ts vurious to note that upon the question of negro suffrage, the vote of 
the vounty in 1867 was nearly two to one against, while upon the question of 
female suffrage the yote was more than three to one against it, In 1868 the 
vote on the state ticket was strictly party, the Republican ticket winning by 
about three hundred majority. 

In the election of 1870, the land question influenced the result, the 
liepublican state ticket being defeated in the county by about four hundred 
majority and loss of Representative and Senator. This was caused by the 
convention’s turning down Hon. Sidney Clark, whom the settlers desire 
renominated for Congressman, It did not change the politics of the county 
however, for at the election of 1872 the Republicans carried the county againet 
the combined vote of the Liberal Republicans and the Democrats. Evidently it 
it was intended as a chastisement. 

The next decisive defeat was met at the hands of the Farmers’ Alliance 
in 1890, when the elephant had to take to the woods because of the overwhelm- 
ing numbers against it, but it has come out smiling again smee then. The 
retarns here given are intended for reference and will he found of-great 
yalue for that purpose. 

Tn the tables, the politics of a candidate, if known, is designated as fol- 
lows: Republican by “r’; Greenbackers by “gr”; Democrats by “d’”; Populists 
by “p*; Independent reform by “ind, ref’; Settlers by “set”; and Uniou 
Labor by “u. Y”. 
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The several tables of returns were compiled by our efficient county cleric, 
BOW. Garvin. The following incident will serve to show how local feeling 
influenced conventions and muminations: In 1868 part of the county Repmb- 
liran eentral committee called a county convention to meet at Erie upon a day 
designated. In the call, Mission township, then the most populoos in the 
county, was apportioned two delegates, while Erie was allowed eight or ten. 
At the primary in Mission, the Repallicans elected thirteen delegates, claimmy 
that nuinher as their just. proportion, Upon the day and promptly at the 
hour designated, the Mission ilelegutes took seats in the room. ©. P. Hutchings 
of the Mission, being secretary of the eounty committee, read the call and the 
deloyates present elected a lemporary chairman. The delegates there were 
those from the Mission und some outside, Erie not having come in, They 
then proceeded to effvet a permanent organtwation by electing T. C. Cory 
of the Mission as permanent chairman and J. HL. Seott, secretary. The 
chairman at once began the uppointment of committees, In the midst of this 
work, the Erie delegation came in in force, just having awakened to the 
situation, Then begun an uproar in which not only the delegates but other 
citizens of Brie took part, for the house had hy this time heweme orawded., 
The committee on credentials reported in faver of seating the thirteen from 
Mission, which report was deilared adopted notwithstanding the protests 
and motions of the Erie men. Fer a time it appeared that there might he 
a row, the noise, the confusion, and the threatenings, all contributing to thot 
appearance, while nature took a hand in the uproar by the production of a 
suslden storm, during which lightning struck the building next door, Through 
it all the chairman appeared “calm, caloulating and uncompromising,” turning 
down the Erie party with a coolness that wae exasperating. It heeoming 
evident that there was no show for the Nrie delegation there, Major J. L. 
Coulter mounted a scat and in # voice heard above the roar of the convention 
and the storm, invited the delegates to follow him to the school house where 
they could hold a conyention. The Erie and several other delegations followed 
him and naminated a ticket at the school house. 

After they were gone, the remaining delegates nominated a tieket, ap- 
pointed a central committee and adjourned. Some of the candidates on both 
tue tickets were elected. 


STATE ELECTION OF NOV. 8, 1864. 
First Blevtion held in the County. 


Por Governor. Treasurer of Stute. 
Solon O, Thacher ..........+- a aR, ER, BEAR nn alee jane ose soa cs ai 
S. J. Crnwiord 4.259. ea-4s.: 2 Wm. Sprigus ...... ryesqyes ‘! 
Lieutenant Governor, Auditor, 
J. Tells 6.2 easecgeesy cee ee Kaw PISiTgTON ss acsseveris 2 
James Me(irew ....----.--- sa Q John KR. Swallow ...,.4...4.. 0 
Secretary of State. Attorney General. 


Wnt R. Saunders ........-006 26 Hirain Griswold .......-6656. 3% 
TR, flee ERENT. io! soiclolnwts' ocelo mi ccd os J. D. Brambaugh .....-...... 0 
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Superintendent Public Instruction. 


dunn Ss. Betiwir<.cisc's op's's ee 26 
Isaac T. Goodnow .......... i) 
Associate Justice, 

Samuel A. Kingman .......... 25 
Presidential Electors. 

Md. Parrot. sca tkend%on7% 24 
Andrew Edge ............... ul 
We hot rec S05 os cree «% D4 
Nelson Oobb .....6.50. ceweas li 
Robert MeBratney ........... pat 
Thos Bridgens .............4 11 


Judge Fourth Judicial District. 


Geo. W. Smith .. vce hen vile ole 29 
Member of Congress. 

Albert L. Lee a-a'a pha ute ple fecra'e die 27 
Senator, Sivteenth District. 
vat Biotiher 22.4.8 bee Gos 29 
SB. wrist 2.3 is. e, ands ns 1 

Representatwe, Seventy-eighth 
District. 

Darius Rogers ........eee eee 32 

Whole number of votes ....... 35 


FIRST ELECTION FOR COUNTY OFFICERS—HELD DEC, 29, 1864. 


B. Vaughn, Sheriff ........., 46 


R. W. Jackson, Co, Com, .,.. 47 
S. W. Hadden, Co, Com, ...... 4h 
T. Jackson, Co. Com, ..,..-.. 47 
D, Rogers, Co, Attorney ...... 47 
Wiley Evans, Assessor ..,..-.. 45 


Total Vote, 47. 

ELECTION NOY, 7. 
Daria Rodgers, Representative 50 
Thos. R. Peters, Sheriff ....... a2 
J. RR. Frost, Coroner .........: 54 
Thos. Jackson, Co. Com. ..... 53 
EB. F. Williams, Co. Com, ..... 57 


W. H. Davis, Coroner ........ 39 
J. L. Fletcher, Co. Clerk ..,... 46 
Wm. Jackson, Treasurer ...... 45 


S. Jackson, Surveyor ........ 46 
S. I. Beach, Supt. Pub. Ins .. 45 
H. Woodward, Probate Judge 45 


1865—T otal Vole Cast, 59 


J. L. Fletcher, Co. Clerk ..... 40 
B. C. Miligan, Reg: Deeds .... 25 
S. W. Jackson, Co, Surveyor .. 57 
S. E. Flanegan, Co, Assessor .. 36 
B. C. Baker, Co. Treasurer .. 35 


ELECTION, NOV. 6, 1866—Total Vote, 334. 


S. W. Hadden, Co. Com. ...... 53 
Governor. 
Samuel J. Crawford, r........ 266 
James L. MeDowell .......... G1 
Lieutenant Governor. 

N. Grom ff 2-metetete foeer% 261 
James R. McClure .......... G6 
Secretary of State. 

i As Barktee, ous sc cwccess 259 
Matthew Quigg ......-...048; 67 
Treasurer. 

Martin Anderson, Fr. .......- 261 
Isiah Walker ..cvccurccccsns 6 
Auditor. 

J. Bes Swallow, Fo. sees scat. 256 


WY. She VIER | con) o! oe © ole eet of .0 Fybiry0 70 


Superintendent Public Instruction. 


Peter’ MoVicar fT, .0ispe esses 259 
Joseph Bond .+.+-..12..45.. 62 
Chief Justice. 

Samuel A. Kingman, r. .....- 259 
Naledi Cobb. ..u.05 24 ost 0 00's- 65 
Attorney General. 

J: H: Hoyt, nr. 24.5 .xsas cca, BOR 
Ret Rete. 's Fe idclesid gis dos 70 
Congressman, 

Sidney Clark, r, «..-.. pecsas 2068 
Ge W.. Bait .. 0+ pes agesesewes 9 
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Senator, Sixteenth District. 


Js We Seat, BA cca cze hale: 285 
We Whats 4 occ 8 dot $2 


Lepresentative, 78th District. 


Dy. Hares, B66. ch soles abicele 24. 
Perse WaIthy ic ce tts bea-cieiea ee 
Bh Nos: WERUGS Sense bist! © ale shed Lb 


County Officers. 


County Attorney 








Sheriff, 

Assessor, J. Barnhart :...<... 115 
Clerk Dist. Court, — 

Coroner, 8. G. Denny eaete Ee SOL 


Reg. Deeds, C. P. Pendergrast 297 


Probate Judge, J, A. Wells .. 281 
Surveyor, HE. T. Williams, r. .. 18 
Supt. Pub Ins., M. L, MeCaslin 296 
Treasurer, S. E. Beach ...... 297 
Co. Surveyor, 8. W. Jaekson, r. 17 
Co. Surveyor, W. 8. Brewer ..’ 1) 


ELECTION NOV. 5, 1867.—Total Vote Cast 559. 


Representative, 78th District. 


Thomas H. Butler .......... 237 
DD. TZ, MHS . act. 2ee 154 
1 ES) 1st 

Judge Seventh Judicial District. 
John R. Goodim ............ 290 
N, F. Acers 9 ‘Whia's aes adaeiry 204 223 

Clerk of District wise 

A. J. Douglass ....... . 308 


Calvin Dickerson ........... 230 
County Treasurer. 


BS; Ep. SCM ec eeu cocs 305 
Waite POPE oo Woic sec dhes 217 
County Clerk. 

Jot ACRE, os cx er tens 3 279 
MF orate STURT is i aes ee dg See 266 
Register of Deeds. 

David #urnea® «os s<5-s4000h2 533 
County Attorney. 
eG. “CAREY © owls) ihe lamin e's ie 8 342 
JiTy Bendeans ... le lesivccwice 12 
County Assessor. 

Bis BPI ate ac onc SoS ecm veeee W 
Israel Stoddard ............ 300 
Wim. T. Haddon ............ 202 
County Surveyor, 

Bis ibe EXBUON We, eda tesa ce 237 
Solon Marston .........-., 293 


Shertff. 
Joseph Bennett .........-.. 131 
John Bogard ...........-:- 143 
Thos. Leahey ....-..ese00e: 193 
Ts, BS. PEGE Ve nb bong dpnat ts aT 

Caraner, 
Virgil Stillwell ..,......... 513 
County Commissioner, Ist District, 
Thos. Haddon ...........+s, 19 
S. W. Haddon .......ncs0s 107 
Pes UAGKEON + cbisirretenen 207 
Wesley Garroutte .........-- 67 
County Commissioner, 2nd District. 
J. M. Allen Coser eroeresesnse 333 
John Hasterty + ..stcccteers 106 
County Commissioner, Srd District. 
A ee ee eee 57 
Mi An Patherai peice i citiecaee 313 
A. Ts Waite <5ofl isc cltiy es 163 


For Constitutional Amendment 

striking out word White .. 151 
Against same .........0+.0 322 
For Amendment to See. 2, Art. 

5, restricting the elective 

franchise to loyal persons . .236 
Against 8€M@ .......esseeee 180 
For Amendment to Sec. 1, Art. 

5, striking out the word male 101 
Against s@M@ .....-.2eee00 367 
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ELECTION NOV. 3, 1868.—Total Vote Cast, 1118. 


President. 
GU, Be RIES 6 ' oia.044 tanta 79 Horatio Seymour ......... 
Vice President. 
Schuyler Colfax ............ 679 Cranks Ps BRB o14.<, «90s 
Member of Congress. 
Biante. Qlatic <4 costs anae oe 679 hase Wi BBE. cccccccess 
Governor. 
James M. Harvey .......... 706 Geo W. Glick 2 csis cone es 
Secretary of State. 
Thos. Moonlight ........... 708 Wilson Shannon, Jr. ...... 
Auditor. 
ho Terai 0. d clove de tad ale 707 Gotleib Schauble ......... 
Treasurer. 
nee, Graham 55 5.<5.0.25.<625.05 708 Allen McCartney ......... 


Attorney General. 


AB. Toeatiet of lowest hci meee 70S Ross Burns ..c...c..2.00. 


Associate Justice. 


fc, is Vale aerie.'s wise oases as V07 Wee Hh. Wagetait .09.58+-0 


Superintendent Public Instruction. 


P. McVicker 4 .....0 04699003 VO? Be SIGBER pba c's 's Silateuje 


Senator, Stateenth District. 


Jno. C. Carpenter, r. ....... 615 BML OR 0% sida Set wd Le 


Representative Seventy-eighth District. 


S. L. Cottter, m . 2.54 2 et dee 453 Thos. H. Butler, ind. ..... 


Probate Judge. 


Cie HHOEORGP Tt oo dies eek dan 532 Te EMR cs ys ceney sigs 


W. W. Wilhams ............ 111 
Clerk of District Court. 


J. i DOTRe Doe sates rac 612 J, B. Rowley .......eccers 


County Attorney. 


T. GC, Cerys Bid. cascades ws 581 L,. Stillwell, ro... eee cees 


119 


.. 403 


». 409 


2». 629 


.. 496 
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Superintendent Pubhe Instruction. 


Ps Be INOBIO-> e845 oman ts aced be 576 


ELECTION NOY., 1869.—Total Vote Cast, 1144. 


J. D. Evang, &% capesvicizecus 616 
Ji. Ta SH, 5 ts one destsc 102 
Representative. 

Thos. H. Butler, r. ..2...2., av 
Ac T- Phila |... renews, B45 
Abraham H. Holman ......., 215 
Seabee. ts ale tie cs wo ge pg 25 
Sheriff. 

Michael Barnes, r. .......... 638 
Retiben: Take wos cass cteccan St4 
RB. BF. Bowman : oe. eee ne ene ws 
Treasurer. 

Thomas Leahy .1i.....seees SUT 
Benjamin M. Smith, r. ...... 283 
SCRTTOPIOS ah, vic itt ee nainer se o'e s 5b 
Register of Deeds. 

We He Mois, Se oo. 2% Hee. 676 
SOUS NIG «sw tb ew hisecche 243 
David Parnas .............. 214 
BCRCET. gta t J ty beens 10 


County Clerk, 


Philip Smith, rT. ...---s-euss 530 
J. i. Deawgwan vevegescyecs 298 
William H. Foster ........-. 283 
O.. ES Howard <.is3irckd eons 26 
wg 0 ae ee ee ee ee ee 7 
Surveyor. 
Philip Henson .........+.++. 521 
Samuel Winfield, r. .......-. 452 
John, O. Gigs... piace vt oe eek 164 
Coroner. 
Stephen Carr .........2.... S64 
F ©): PeMGHe: asics + e806 50.0.0 316 
Phrilin- Sait. 1... 620 on becom | BO 
POOP “s.3 oe os henentas 366 


County Commissioners Elected, 
First District, Isracl Stoddard. 
Third District, G. W. Gabriel. 
Second District, S. E. Marston, 


ELECTION NOV. 8, 1870.—Total Vote Cast, 2175. 


Congressman. 

BP Fen RADWES) Uy sha eleridole ahemiee POL 
He-G; Wroetiir. .2f. eect sitc. 1301 
Governor. 

Rime SHAD «2... i.e seas see 1292 
James M, Harvey ind, ref. .... 709 
Lieutenant Governor. 

Me hs AMR. wane denlider De 1246 
P. P. Elder, ind. ref. 2.5.6.5 825 
Secretary of State. 

Wm. Smallwood, gr. ........ 873 
(5. C5, THATIGHTE 4s 6000 Poin id he's 1222 
Treasurer 
of ABs: FARE, BT. siairic cfelnie ejae 863 
Be Be GT igre sac cone ox0ne: ate 1214 
Auditor. 

B.. USA, BP pa cthen seers 882 
EL, MeMaheat « .)j.:. e000 ste 1213 


Attorney General. 


A Ls, “Waitlist 99 0:00 niajeie a a $30 
Av W: Busker ais ves seer we 1213 
State Senator, Sixteenth District. 
HH. O. Whitney, BT... ee scse, 1791 
J. Hi Crichton, fr. ....0000%% 327 
ppapresenraltsins 78th District. 

e We Fema wan din ovn'e tone 139 

. Ww. Gabriel Pee ee eee 359 
7: 0 AR th STE ara eeu Ppa 137 
Bi. Wl Dade fate see crea vet 53 
S. W. Irwin, ind. ref. ........ 892 
Jahn O'Grady +5..057 Aaeees 596 

Clerk of District Court. 

J. R. Brunt, md. ref. .......0 439 
Oa ee 880 
| A RS a 850 
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Probate Judge. 


John Moffitt, ind, ...... neyo SUR 
County Attorney. 

TF. Rager, Td. oo)... sash 1044 

We A, Nichols ©. . os ac4-c 000s 156 

Ch, Se, Sarees T.. hoes avin abiis 913 


Dic Eh, UE To o's paen'orele 1112 
County Supt. Public Instruction, 
SPT, Bviine Gay... Ck osteo te 1068 
NO Ae) a 303 
GD. Wr Bayes oo. no oe wieiels ee 795 


HLECTION NOV. %, 18%71.—Total Vote Cast, 2095, 


Senator, Sixteenth District. 
Ae. Te, Baler bo iea kien dtses 505 
J. W. Stewart, Ty cecevsveyes 517 


Representative, Porty-fifth sia 
0. 8. Copeland 


“ee eee eree 


Register of Deeds, 


Ws BY Morri8) arcciecte testes 100 
R. J. Vanlandingham ...... 993 
Sheriff. 

SD. Wh, BOWER. Weaccdy fueysuse 589 
we eee ES wea 8 as ne Gdice 1594 
Coroner. 

John Syms ......-...--.-3+ 5ST 
We. TT. -Bueeteh, yous ecuitanuse 732 
Surveyor 
Bes Tes Uae si cectd a ntd cisccds 456 
2 a 1444 
County Commissioner, First Dist. 
1: F.. Gaemes .0.2 50. wden de 385 
A, &. ROR... bea sewn AN? 
County Commissioner, Second Dist. 
ee ee nee rey 351 
te GR BL, GHYORIEE, 3). ole che aie of a 16-4 
County Commissioner, Third Dist. 
ik> tl» SUPIGIL 4a vlo-rda > d riche tide cle 182 
ye RD ee ee 2 468 


ELECTION NOV. 5, 1872.—Total Vote Cast, 2791. 


BR. N. Baylies, gr. ivy.%-se-s 51 
Representative, Forty-sizth District. 
J. C. Carpenter, gr. ....-.... 331 
>, CR. Se cts tn oe 568 
Judge, Seventh District. 
ds F GGG «cco otters 10i4 
i, We, Ot .. & beac ees 703 
County Clerk. 

ES M.. Bett, Gis + SS Oley 648 
G. W. McMillen .....-..... 1368 
County Treasurer. 

Israel Stoddard ............ 103 
CS ABABY sre i.$ sie tles's. we ney 733 
Coiasee 5 CAIERIET™ seb 1c 5,0 ble shonin v, pode 826 
tes eee SU PUIUOU. ryig's's epee ee ta 356 
President 
Le BAI eaein wie 'e anes caret 1409 
Horace Greeley ......s..04. 1825 
Governor. 

Thos.’ A. Osborti ”.% ..psure 1433 
Thad H. Walker .......... 1340 
Lieutenant Governor 
NG, Be SStOWOR. 5 oclans Hips 1433 
dno. Walrull <+.<vece<scase 1337 
pecrventy of State. 

W. H. Smallwood ......... 
D Waeket <:..a¢t cavern tee 1336 


Auditor. 

D: W. Walder 4.4. .ivdsccrce 2055 
WB CORROTO. cic ie $48 ae bos 1337 
Treasurer. 

@. JG. “Hbgee 44 + 6304 ectes 1382 
BS 2 RN te .- 1390 
Chief TaRie 
Sam’l A. Kingman .,....., 1425 
H. © Madowias. nitentasas 1182 
Attorney General 


122 HISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. 


Superintendent Public Instruction. 


H. D. MeCarty ........... 1438 
OF DR, BA WRBE a c:00 moje bei ciclenle 1326 
Congressmen. 

BD, Poe DGWa 8. cass indbunt 1387 
S, ASCO Be Wer ieke a's 0 pens 0 1415 
Ss es ERR a cipal rere oo 4% 1354 
Wee she. HMI, Tec id ciew ss 1407 
R, B. Mitchell ce pise so 4 20% 13th 
a eh ee ee 1839 
State Senator. 

W. i Simons, rv «.......6. 1513 
R. N. Baylies ........... 1223 


Representative, Farly-fifth District. 
Oi, SaRRG GPIB B oha:6 epladete nha gia ea 648 
C. F. Hutchings «......08.0: 827 


Representative Forty-sixth ie 
An Dy “TeV, Se oes doe 5 fo. TS 


Frank Bacon ......+.e00+- 58) 
Probate Judge. 

GAB. Drnhanl, DP. ooo odie cave oie 1392 
Gein” HIG) <og'> sua d's wale cui 1317 
Clerk of District Court. 

J, G Denon, Te + oy ecegdee 1513 
Johw Ky Brnnt. + .554...3.0608 1266 
County Supt. Public Instruction. 
a i a a oe 1260 
jE: i eee 837 
WM: Pikteptias i. nes nies cas 671 
County Attorney. 

Weds Betpa I. 24 s26 wh 0 80 1147 
J. R. Woodsworth ,.......-. 1471 


ELECTION NOY. 4, 1873.—Total Vote Gast, 2063. 


County Clerk. 


G. W. McMillen ...1...4... 1063 
W. I. Henderson ........., O74 
County Treasurer. 

LTiasats CHOSE aieenis Pacis ci dig ts 4s 903 
Otin. EL. BOAkb 2.2%. pan eet an 429 
, FS Pepete., cic4 Sone pat oes 725 
Register of Deeds. 

LAR ET) | 905 
R. J. Vanlandingham ........ 82 
A W. Cole eae rete eerste rear 353 
Sheriff. 
of é BA ERATT 4. B26 ng 8 OO 949 
T. B. Tamboeker <..3<422..2- Go1 
Haney Billa octets cain td s'e-n 47 
County Commissioner, Ist District. 
BE PB. Cotinbe 2. seis edhe 535 
W. Tt. Samples ...........5. 271 


County Commisstoner, Second Dist. 


Henry Lodge .............. 594 
CN, GIGN EAs uw cons shencod o> 13 
County Commissioner, Third Dist. 
) AS ag eee 376 
Mal. Baer wee weesce sa we 230 
Representative, Forty-fifth District. 
Ui Ms. ASH, £257. 225 web ecae- 508 
GC.  Fitehings oi. cere ccciioe 450 
Thos. H. Butler ............ 196 
Representative, Forty-siath District. 
TY BS DMB, «0.0 cht meine ete’ s 595 
M. MeLachhn .............. 197 
Wi A. SNTONOTE «oie eb Gee ns 846 
Surveyor. 
Mnod. GC. QURR sede vee tan 2031 


ELECTION NOV. 3, 1874.—Total Vote Cast, 1868. 


Governor. 
James. CO. Cusey ,..-.-.03:-- 1178 
Thos, A, Osborn, ind. ref. .... 551 
Ntate Senator, Sirteenth District, 
G. W. Spurgeon .....:2-.2, 840 
W. L. Simons, r 


Rpresentative, Forty-fifth District. 
94 


Babt. Brogarr 2.046 ised ete 3 

Ox FB. Stauber 2 os cereit be 47% 
Representative, Forty-sizth District. 
Fratik Bacon «...ia2.ss000, 291 
A. PB. Gibsons Te. o).sic siete sea 486 
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Probate Judge. | 
SE, Dy PETER icicle Hae cy ae, 61 
C, E. Dunham, r. 
Drath (Gone etsc2 sis. Feeec awe UP 
(Nerk of District Court. 


J. TD, Corey .eeasstgdesusnee O71 
J; To Didiriaott. Sp wcheoeneses sul 


County Supt. Public Instruction. 
TB. 


WLECTION NOY. 2, 1875.—Total Vote Cust, 1895. 


Judge, Seventh District, 


DCH. ls carn aeties ete 980 
es WITTGIG, De ic he cidh abide ade 825 
Caunty Attorney. 

OB. ABER avg bare sty ope’ 908 
FG: Allens Be 6 sips vencasn 99°3 
County Surveyor. 

Sh Betarritelld |. base oy. c: 8h a whe 526 
M. A.. Seranton ..,......... T34 
id 5. Pe Be ace Se Baty pa S47 
A. H. Holman, tL ...... teperele 
Survyor. 

S. Statfield, f° sa eieeveteven 17246 
P. Huffman, ee as 2s 
Coroner. 

BR. W.*Goring ll 5 og ow cee vs os OBB 
John Huffman .,.........4. 673 
W, De Ditton yee pesca ecsie 230 
d- Ws Carpenter ws eeciaas 146 
Representative, Forty-sixth District. 

A, ¥. Ne ind. ref, ...s. 354 
A Me a re are 
Re sroniohink, Forts ht Pee 
w. a Rager, ind. rly ff » Adeeb 

W. H. Williams, r. ......,..- a5 
Adnah Eaton, d. ....-.....-- TL 


ELECTION NOY. %, 1876.—Total Vote Cast, 2590. 


R. N. Baylies ...,,.... ee2a0 S82 
EL We Waleott ..02 45. cece 623 
se ee 336 
County Treasurer, 
J. W. Bluine, ind. ref. 2.2.2... 817 
A..8. Lapham, rm. .....225.455 900) 
A. Kuykendall, d. .......2.. 163 
County Clerk. 

A. I. Taylor, do oc... .ea. ca, 816 
C. FY Stanber, r. .:..2..--, 1015 
Sheriff. 

J. IX Brunt, ind. ref. ...... 1060 
Thos. Limbocker, r. .....-.., 693 
J. O.. Higgins, d. 6.404 05-403 130 
Register of ee 
R. F. Kennerly, ind, ref. .... 829 
President, 

Be, SAVORS 6 0452 obaststs os Voy 
Ss. CHG F215. die ontbasss 393 
PRE COOPE? a omer stasstgne 108 
Governor. 

Geo. TT. Anthony «.. 5.0.56. 1309 
FTG). ASEAN. a) did 0\d ioe dine 1180 
State Senator, Sieteenth District. 
Jno. C. Carpenter, r. .....-. 1285 
T.. F. Rager, ind, ref. ....... 1170 
Representative, Fifty-first District. 
ys Se) | | A Sr ry oe ee 696 
S. W. Foster, ind. ref. ....... 520 
Representative, Fiftieth poaieie 
Ira Steinberger, ind, ref. ..... 577 
L, Stillwell, vr... ec.n2¢. pees GOT 


Clerk of District Court. 
S. S- Danisoas?, ew iee+ <2 o i324 
J. D. Cory, ind. ref, ..:..... 1172 
County Supt. Publie Instruction, 
A, H. Turner, fr. .:.-3:..0:- 1414 
Martha Shannon, ind, ref. ... 1033 
Probate Judge. 


COnT Dunham, 1 4. 94.3544 4 1399 
A. McGuffey, ind. ref. ...... 1071 
County Attorney. 

T. W.. Cogswell,.r ..--5.05 1262 
John Hall, ind, ref. ....,... 1183 


County Attorney. 
(To fill vacancy.) 
Jno. Hall ind. ref. 
R. N. Allen, r. ...+-4-+-4-3- 533 
T. W. Cogswell, r. ....-.+-.- 155 
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ELECTION NOV. 6, 1877.—Total Vote Cast, 1965, 


County Treasurer. 


Register of Deeds. 


W. F. Henderson, r. ....... La 
0. A. Voone crsessserseets 848 
Surveyor 
. GC, Waite is sipstazenecs 875 
Se DNAS 6 oak cto) Cees L065 
Coroner 
RR, FOREVER. 4.005. sé peba~ rp 19.8 
Pa, aes PRO. occurs tee Pret 15 


ELECTION NOY. 5, 1878.—Total Vote Cast, 2478. 


Chins, Cattin. «wists o-uicle s Beds +9 
A, &. Taphamy, t 2...54.05 6. 1096 
County Clerk. 

C. FL Stamber, 2. xent geese 1045 
De Ae REMEGI 8 ie Fie tv Sec mse 915 
Sheriff. 
donne Bota: . view s5 e+ bet 118+ 
John H. Sperry, rv. ....-.-+- var dy) 
(fovernor. 

John P. St. John, r. 2... 2. 1044 
John R. Goodin, d. ... 2.20... 847 
Dy EB Mitenel af Pos<-.ca.5 GOL 
Senator, Siateenth District. 

Tc; SORE rels Be 4 bet dts 1169 
Gi. W. Spurgeon, gr. ......-, 1241 
Representative, Fiftieth District. 
John Hall, ind, ref, .....-., 686 
G. N, Bacon, B tccntee ndash 53+ 
Representative, Fifty-first District. 
B.D, artetiorh, Pe ons aces 510 
Mc G Robisteotis th, ¢.2ss os ye 420 


J. W. Stewart, ind. ref. ...... 272 


Clerk of District Court. 


ELECTION NOY. 4, 1879.—Total Vote Cast, 2293. 


County Clerk. 


AL Gabadis Bye c's 0 na oes eas one 1132 
G. W. McMillen, d. .......- 811. 
Ben MecPheeters, gr. ....-.-. 335 
County Treasurer. 
WiuicW. “Wire. B Shad. t cst! 1050 
John R. Brunt, d. .......-.. 699 
ds Mi Allan, (gf s..005 os sam 522 
Sheriff 
Jobn Bert'y, rr. ... 0. cece ens 1066 
B. ©. Clevenger, d. ......-.; 719 


Ds Wy Beaty, Br. co viecis oop e 421 


S. F: Denison, tT: .5..4.0.425 182 
Wm. George, ind. ref. .. 1164 
County Attorney y 
T. W. Cogswell, r. ......... 1164 
Tr. BL Teawery Bp eer 6s ea tee 1208 
Probate Judge. 

C. BE. Dunham, vr. o wee sss 1130 
M. Wallace, pr. .cncccviacen's 1261 
County Superintendent. 

A, FL. Tare, Ma ete ho ae Home 1192 
G. M. Coffman, d. ......... 11453 

Coroner. 

W, Dutt Bet teen 1014 
G. W. McMillen, d. .......... aye 
Register of Deeds. 

W. F. Tlenderson, r. ........ 1214 
hs: DS GIT yy Hla: ic s'sel sie celec sits fild 
B. An bagan, BP. os ood a0s 463 
Coroner. 

RW, Felis, Awe 1117 
J. M. Slaughter, gr. ........ 1110 
Surveyor. 

O:-G. Walle, Bosasasa ds .saae 1205 
Adnah Eaton, d. .......0.0e. 390 
Be) Spee, WE a ak coco ues 663 
Judge District Court. 
RW, SETA ns Cayenne is Hk de'as 780 
L, W. Keplinger .......... 1380 
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ELECTION NOY. 2, 1880.—T otal Vote Cast, 2976. 


President, 
Jas. A. Garfield .......... 1558 
W. 8S. Hancock ............ 1030 
Os DB. WROBVROK 6 ck civ ciccoe mae 488 
Governor, 
John FP. St, John .......... 1550 
Kdmund G. Ross .......... 1049 
Te. Ba VEGOMRT 4.5 v's os oociennes 480 


State Senator, Sixteenth District. 
MT, Jones, £. .se44-.5.-., 1868 


oF. DANG, 2 awarcvsmiawe 1454 
Representative, Fifty-first District. 
By FO6et, tet, rei ects 971 
J. W. Stawart, gr. ..4040, 04 683 
For Prohibition ........... 1528 


Representative, Fiftieth District. 
W. T. Dutton, r 54 


-_ += we we eewerrer ee © 


John Hall. di ts ces nc stocsi 813 
Probate Judge. 

M.. Wallace, r. 2.2... eee ee 1601 
A, th WOEnee, GS Fh en snayes 1454 
Clerk: of District Court. 

a Fs ie a Oe ae 1558 
Wm. George, gr. .....-..-- 1493 
County Attorney. 

J. M. Dunsmore, r. ........ 1516 
1, IF. bagrete, Gil oj onic sig oie pave 1522 
County Supt. Public Instruction. 

My Lights Te as svevtassss 1680) 
W. Si Marks, di. .,sccivess 1BTT 
Against Prohibition ..,..... 1164 


ELECTION NOY. 8, 1881.—Total Vote Cast, 2097, 


County Clerk. 


A ee rs eee 1202 

Z. TV. Postlethwaite, d. ....... 621 

Dh. Kis? SWUNG) BRA 5 no tdelatnss ava 
County Treasurer. 

W. W. Worlkee. 7.5.2: .0258h 1250 
J, W. Blaine, gr, ..+s0-.see 845 
Sheriff. 

John Berry, r 21. leases eae 1017 
ls RUE, Gi oo 'o.n see syi'g'e 7738 


S. J. Hatchor, gr. . 2.20... 289 


Register of Deeds. 
W. F. Henderson, rm .......- 1122 


BLEUTION NOV. %, 1882.—T'otal Vote Casl, 2520. 


Governor. 
John P. St. John, vr. .....05- 1068 
Geo. W. Gligk, ds... econ 1144 
Chas. Robinson, gr. ......+.. 298 
Probate Judye. 

EA i es 8 1355 
John W. Locke, Ht jabhede sep 1022 
Clerk of District Court. 

A A | oo ee ee M. 1216 
J+ DL. Portor, gr. ..cscewas. 932 
\ AS Norris, ‘RAP 313 


County Attorney, 
C, A. Cox, r. 


G. M. Cotiman, d. ..,.+-:... 732 
J. W. Stewart, gr. «.,.:...» 243 
Coroner. 

Jd. BP. Hickey, f 2.4 tsasesere 1103 
Ira Steinberger, d. .......4- 714 
J. M. Slaughter, gr. ..:....:. 2% 
Seerone: 

O. W. Hayden, r. ...32..3:. 1153 
HC is B., done, gP.. + esa~h, os 269 
P. W. Hansen, d. z..:2...:.. 201 
T. F. Rager, ds iiss: sens caret PH 
GM, Martin, Bo catsouy nce 297 
County Supl. Public Instruction. 
C.. M. sighs, Soba espetes R 

FP. M. Abbott, "L 41194 

_ Representative, Thirty-ninth Dish 

H. FE. Cary, t 4st. vsitectios 

Tiina Bee teas ove be peocace ie 
Representative, Thirty-eighth Dist. 
J. M. Dunsmore, tT ..,-.<+-+- 538 
John Martin, d. -.... Febvae? 515 
T. B, Leach ,.:03; s igtale'd nafalt 231 
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ELECTION NOY. 6, 1883. 
Judge Seventh District. 


Le td well au sce vadinse 1900 
et. DE DGheta 2c si idles oot 804 
County Treasurer. 

He Lodpe, £5. ec.cueech ined 1394 
Th: Ceaei se Reiss sites 1314 
Sheriff. 

. FL. Sided. te Jet tvensecs 1492 
O. F. Prange .2:¢.4:0.7 5443 1214 
Register of Deeds. 

T. W, Alexander ...4...-0- 1430 
ake A. BOMULT, Bu. v-ciecieridd cietie 1285 
County Clerk. 

A. <Giteon. %. .ataseesersns 1523 
HOUN Ele. BOW Fo dcsceecess 1139 
Surveyor. 

CO. W. Hagden, fo . occeies so 1448 
RS.” eee a, ats-sddoe eles 1246 
Coroner. 

J. W. Berguson, vr. .<..6.00% 1499 
WE. Th, Tae: ic ole risoA-cid os vk 1200 


Ticket opposed to republican was 
non-partisan, 


ELECTION NOV. 4, 1884. 


President. 
Jas. G Blaine ............ 2113 
G. Olbvyéland. .acvesstessics 1536 
By Es a See bv 5 aigiete” eee 
(Fovernor. 
dno. A. Martin ...n-.cbc-4- 208+ 
Sy A EE 8 Porat due wedi 1762 
H,, Teg SS Wo 5. oe O3Eh. 209 
Senator, Rleventh District. 
BR. OW: Aller Ta asasiecc sinus 2108 
yd eG ee ee ee 1901 
Representative Mclp-aghe- Om 
T. B, Limbocker, r. .... 867 
ds. W. Gartin, Why. 4, eos ee 956 
J: W. Forest). and.. .4.esdexvess 73 


oem exentative Thirtu-ninth Dist. 
Ben. J. Smith, r. ...-.2.00 201 
Jno. C. nee, Ti. ba ftt ‘08 


Clerk of District Court. 


wha at RLVENy Te ca nid'pto Waleed dant 
R. C. Anderson, d. .....s-0.. 195 
Probate Judge. 

BW: Uoryy age. eih.ca she 2044 
of VS a 1975 
County Attorney. 

Day Aes CE PS ics isp ape anh ana aah 2141 
ohn al), eon a's kon se deo 1817 
County Supt. Publie Instruction. 
EL“A, Hered, % sacs axceans 2324 
M. BBG. hus esusiaies aeis 1448 


ELECTION NOY. 3, 1885, 
County Clerk. 


T. B. Limbocker, r. ........ 1715 
Geo. M. Coffman, d. ........ 1707 
County Treasurer. 

Henry Lodge, br. .....20eseee 1945 
John Dale, “d. fin acdhinenen 1527 
Sheriff. 

SO dt eS enter ehurs ast 1697 
J. E. Parsons, a a ye oe 1761 
Register of Deeds. 

G HN. Baeda, 860 wee suds t 1652 
G. W. Alexander, d. ......., 1788 
Coroner. 

DW BAPE Pak oS aivicsai 1960 
A. Woodatdvdi oa... 45554. 1515 
Surveyor, 

CoG. Waite, t, .,- 0 ww nee. 1941 
Goo. Suith, Gi. n. ct etdees 1494 
ELECTION NOY, 2, 1886. 
Governor. 

John A. Martit, 7. i crewese 1921 
Thos. Moonlight, d. ........ 170 
County Attorney. 
ee Lie LOBTBS T. sod sew nbines 1862 
TT. B. Hager, G. iden scoters 1809 
Probate Judge. 

Ee, Cry Fs Bids ote do wsive’s 1896 
Jno. W. Locke, d. ........., 1655 
County Supt. Publie Instruction. 
RP Pa es ee ee 2032 


F. M. Abbott, d. .......0.5. 1616 
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Olerk of District Court. 
1 


D. M. Kennedy, r. .......-.. 929 
SB Syatne, he hte von: 1696 
Representative Thirty-fourth Ms. 

Wros Millet T. « ssc chess 181 
B. J. Craver © ioc’ fiacedene "ar9 
Representative Thirty-third pes 

Bo, Oe ER, $2 sje clacc ec en'ads 641 
J. We Marting dd! a sen pert B70 


ELECTION NOV. 8, 1887, 
Judge Seventh District. 
Ly Stillwell o..405..e83402.0. 3602 
Counly Treasurer. 
T. H. Crawford, r, ......... 1676 
J. W. Martin, d. ........... 1240 


J. A. DeMogs, u. Ll. .:....,.. 3890 
County Clerk, 

T. B. Limbocker, r. .........- 1815 

A, McGuily, do, .<.5.+.-s0s 1132 

G. E. Tiitt, u. J... s+ 765 

Register of ‘Deeds. 

&, He Hos, Ts s¢ie:e44645 »-+ 18234 

G. W. Alexander, d, .,...... 1201 

R. A. Brogan, u: l...4.s.0-; 670 
Sheriff. 

om Le Vafisandh T .0. scones 1626 

J, IB, Parsons, d. ......-s< 1591 

a. > Golagr. 0 10.35 26528 S055. 778 
Surveyor. 

O.. Wi. Hayden. 2.) 2.0 wes ees 1733 

Carl Neighbors, d, .......-.- 1121 

S. Stanfield, u. L ......0.60- B47 
Coroner. 

J. We. Alford, Te cen cteuwons 1809 

J. Molesworth, d. ........0. 1112 

Steward Marshall, u, l....... 793 

ELECTION NOV. 6, 1888. 

President. 

Banj. Harrison .....--2e0e 2136 

Grover Cleveland .......... 1144 

a she. SAGE oJ enretéagond nt 982 
Governor. 

L. U. Humphrey .....-.-.-- 2122 

Son Matta, i. 8. oc ne ethic 1236 

B. Ec THIBRE ace vuhivesser we» 9253 


Senator Twelfth District. 


S..5, Kirkpatrick, vr. .......«- 2138 
O.°G, Qlemhe 033. 2s6.acccees 2147 
Representative Thirty-fourth eri 
Wm, Mille To". foe aes fees 

me MG, Beatle 000s. te sies inde 
Representative Thirty-third Dist. 
B. WW, Meow, Ty asec asp udcless 86-4 
Dei Wr BABE BAIE 010m aajeht ale mone'e 18 

Probate Judge. 

Frank Smith, r. ........:.25 2139 
By MRE eu iv este vsivse 2113 
County Attorney. 

J, Ide IEMIBOW. TA We bac. baa 178 
We DO VOLL 4:0 evens wrnssteee 2045 
Clark of a iy Court. 

BE: M. Kennolyy ¥. no.) «<'0)}. 2365 
W. Ri Gis 3c. aes 85 
PRRs TABS osc \e)soppeslenio's 1392 


County Supt. Public Instruction. 
W. Ly. Cron, ro 4.4.4 eae4ea2 2B08 
Lizzie Barnhart ......+-.-+- 2003 


Opposition nixed U. L. and Dem. 
ELECTION NOY. 5, 1889. 
Register of Deeds. 


B. Tie Bae 2D." A s54-§-sccebarayade 1669 

Z. T. Postlethwaite, d. ...... 1174 

Wee Wa GieGiite. Ud sop tsclvc t cued'op 404 

Counly Treasurer. 

EB. OH, Gritwiord, F eceyeccce 1455 

Jotin, Branik Ge! iol o aie wore o ere 1161 

T; PD, Taman, stds. te beac opens 625 
Sheriff. 

S. L. Vansant, Ti. ..c 2c cence 14675 

J. T. Parsons, d .....cecsees 1330 

D,. Be Clann ted i wiaiccteg eas 378 

County Clerk. 

T. W. Reynolds, r. .....-.. ». 1613 

BoB Witaan, ‘Gs | iesins de 10d 1063 

M. H. Gloves, wil «22.16 scsi 584 
Coroner. 

al. Lemon, De, ee Rieefadewedt 1623 


J. Molesworth, d. ........... 1204 
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Surveyor. 
Frank Fl, Greene, r. o....... 1606 
Chas. Neighbors, d. .,...... 1205 
S. Stanfield, wl .2.....-..4 527 
ELECTION NOV. 4, 1890. 
Gavernor, 
L. U. Humphrey .....c..24 1691 
J, FB: Wiihts 52:54. 572. 1548 
Chas. Robinson ......4...4. 822 
Representatine Thirty-fourth Dist, 
W, M. BALGTH To. cba nts, cis 1105 
MM, A. Dover <5 < cece cenk 1273 
Representative Thirty-third Dist. 
Geo. E. Smith, p.......6.. 1045 
J. D. Gillespie, Be vava vlptota pigry’s 615 
Probate Judge. 

Frank Smith, mr. ........025. 1815 
J. W. Anderson, p - . 2240 
County Stora dian, 

Ae Fie st gt Aan ee 1743 
i P.. Harreily; di x. detze: 2307 
Clerk of District Court. 

We Ee ee Liss wos yes 196? 
5! H. xy oper £5 bt: 2074 


= ¢@gq @ aes ore @ © 


‘ea Behnet 
ELECTION NOY. 3, 1891. 
Judge Seventh District. 


Tay Sparel, Pee oe hg ois haces 1913 
Th. Reger. th: .2:2 02k wreak oe 1968 
County Clerk. 

T. W: Reprioliis, r, osx... 1967 
B. Venneman p. ..........- 1918 
County Treasurer. 

L. &. Camberm, fT. 2 essences ‘2016 
G. M. Coffman, p. .......5. 1877 
Sheriff. 

C. W. Bennett, r. .......... 1953 
WB. Seat, Di. io oig. 0 oop 1939 
Register of Deeds, 

Be EMU Eos oen'apiee'n bade 2112 
EB OQ, ZIP PHAT, We 90 snip olovls of 1767 


Surveyor, 

Frank H. Greene, rT. ........ 1973 
1D She: PERT iis ce je-n.siejend ens 1919 
Coroner. 

J. Lemon, r, wdc tikswtobea LOS 
GW. Crees pe ..150 vvice seis e's 1918 
BLECTION NOY. 8, 1892. 
President. 

Benjamin Harrison ........ 2001 
Jo Fy WOAGEE 5 os she ened clowns 2169 
Governor. 

We We SUA fing soe gewe'd 2014 
L. D,; Lewellitig 5. issiats see 216) 
Senator Thirteenth District. 

J. C. Carpenter, Pr. .......... 2013 
S. C, McFadden, p. ........ 2163 


Representative Twenty-ninth er 
L. G. H. Greene, r 


@ @ 6 oo’ S's 0s? @ 


J. M. Dunsmore, p. .....+... 178 
Probate Judge. 

Wm. Palmer, r. ........... 2014 
J. W. Anderson, p. ........ 2182 
Clerlt of District Court. 

W. P. Wright, r. .......... 2079 
ONO -B. Hod, Gd. 42522060202 2114 
County Supt, Public Instruction. 
Jacob Hunt, 7 rey Tee 1967 
Anna Zehner, d Mo idea talon’ 3208 
County Attorney. 

Ba.) Wy LGUs Tce oe Sy cktantes ss 1944 


H. P, Farrelly, d. .......4.2. 2222 
ELECTION NOV. 7, 1893. 
County Clerk. 


VE Bi Wright, 2 ses et aces 1949 

A. P, Magniras de. iis veces ves 280 

W. H. Nation, p. ....:..... 1311 
Register of Deeds. 

i “Tisiee, B.00396etsebsissy ee 1963 

OU. T, Mepaker.G. .ocsch inca ds. 323 

B. P. Burris, p. . 1247 
County Treasurer. 

L. $8. Cambern, ro «..-ci. ees 2917 

B. Mitchell, d. ........... ». 332 

G. E. Smith, p. ‘ 1279 
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Sheriff 
C. W. Bennett, vr. ..... cseee 1868 
hic Oy, Bho tne tabors's okie doe's He 363 
D. ©. McKay, Th. 4) pcrencnt »-. 1302 
Coroner. 

Cres POU, De. 6s 5 shes ane 1824 
lL. Vanlandingham, d. ...... 1642 
Surveyor. 

Frank H. Greene, r. ........ 1842 
S. Stanfield, p. ............ 1419 
ELECTION NOV. 6, 1894. 
Governor. 

EDs Mgt 44 3 2 Te 2017 
David Overmyer .....-...-. 433 
L. D. Lewellmg .....,..... 1632 
Representative Twenty-ninth Dist, 
Car oe er eo ee 2148 
J. M, Dunsmore, p. -....... 1857 
County Attorney. 

S.C. Browty-t. . cas 24. 62903 2077 
J. Q. Stratton, d, .......-.; 28 
S. W. Brewster, p. ....4..... 165% 
Clerk of District Court. 
ote Die. FD hp se awce tes 1980 
Jy he ROG pie vtd ich ve hinde 2041 
Probate Judge. 

. Danidnd, ©: .dashmccsitucs 197: 
FB A Pe 353 
WG. Wittlow Be ' 00 Biche 1698 
County Supt. Public Instruction. 
deco Hunts Vix acct 1cie-de<a- 2015 
G V. Dennis, dis... oi. cides 1999 


ELECTION NOY. 5, 1895. 
Judge Seventh District, 


T, Stilt!) ofc caleetsicni 2310 
County Clerk. 

W. P. Wright,  wetriecder’s 2141 
B. GB. Fitzetmmons, d........ 1649 
Counly Treasurer. 

J. T.. SHOR, De sre snctteye 1851 


Seth Nation, p. ....-+,--+.- 1915 
Register of Deeds. 


We Sr ON SS oS 1829 
Jno. W. Locke, d. ....2.4.4. 1970 


Sheriff. 

(xX. Pang to ir cer 2007 
pe: Pa Cs a se PO 1802 
Surveyor. 

Frank H. Greene, ro ........ 184) 
Ne Fy Ooch, pie. pao. sc tecce IBID 
Coroner. 
do EF. Routh, #.% 0. ous ticy 192-4 
W. C. McConnell, p. ........ 1782 
ELECTION NOV. 3, 1896. 
President, 

Wm, MeKinley .....:.-..- 217 
We Se BEA wees gtiestgs9 2601 
Governar, 

Fi, es SOUT 4 vaats adres 2214 
i ee oe Pe 253% 
Senator Thirteenth District. 
©, Fee ees Fee Specie done ot 2155 
He P. Barriliyg a. 20.516 ci cce o's 2595 
Renresentative Twentu-ninth Dist. 
Oi A, Dae, Go ndacivccaavias 2175 
Mh lye SO OIEE, Ph. og grad sage ws REIT 
Clerk of District Court, 

J. AaB, Ko a 5 Sonido 2209 
J. We Mell, G, o3n.ctanesd%~ +’ 2510 
Probate Judge. 
©, Denious, I 2... eta. ciasae 2273 
Henry Mills, sp. .ccineies sues 2453 
County Attorney. 

a ee ST, ne mee 2527 
SS. Ch Brown: J ecu. wot. tye ek 2215 
County Supt. Public Instruction. 
Jacod Hite F © oc os whic t 2274 
Lizzie Frazier, p. .-.......+. 2441 


HLECTION NOV. 2, 1897. 


_ County Treasurer, 
D. L. Houston, r .......... 1864 


Seth Nation, p ..........5 2053 
County Clerk. 

Kk. W. Garvin, To... eee ne. BOS 
Foster Allen, f oo. .seesces- 1885 
Sheriff. 

MS ie ee oe. 210) 
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Register of Deeds. 


os DT, ORG i, doc tcarvie’ 1817 
Jnp: W. Locke, d .......... 2086 
Surveyor. 

We Gs Weare, © ils cheoie si 1772 
NeW Goth FF an ccd.'on ns dowd 2117 
Coroner. 

RB: OG. Grandon, vo .cseciana. 1952 
x fae A: a ee 1869 
KLECTION NOV. 8, 1898. 
Governor. 

W. B. Stanley i4...¢..900,. 204) 
7 eA oo ee 2007 
Representative Thirty-first Dist. 
Do hs TRE Doig ra eee a ecy 2089 
M. “V* SONG DD era hte ees 1948 
Clerk of District Court. 

Awe. MOBS ® 3s suet ce elites 1975 
oP ee ee ae 2013 
County Supt. Public Instruction. 
Al M1, Saat oye seed ed 2009 
Elizabeth Frazier, p ........ 197 
Probale Judqe. 

J+ N, Rpaeverrys? nic vacsie 2075 
Benry Milley. 0 vw senpenss 1935 
County Attorney. 

ORY A ee Oe 2 1818 
W. A. Cline, ie ee 2201 


ELECTION NOY. 7, 1899. 
Judge, Seventh District. 


Nhe ee re oes ns ole as See 2034 
A. §. Lapham, p ........... 1898 
Sheriff. 

RL it el oS a ee eg 1763 
Ps Saeed oe ts th bees 2183 
County Clerk. 

By We. GY ot es cone 2056 


TOTS: FVD, Fh ss o/s <n! doi Hicevils ofc 1823 


County Treasurer. 


R. Stevenson, © ....cseeeese 1965 
a T=" 18s 
Register of Deeds. 

J. Ne Gepler, $25.8 hse fovea te 1851 
BH. Pa Burtt d 24.66 vere cane 2071 
Surveyor. 

W. E, Adamson, r ......... 1980 
A, A. George P . voce ere cen 1888 
Coroner. 

Fhe Pi SLGTER: Pio wig atarntohe nla dane 2130 
J. &, DeMlosa; pn cdseeaeecae 1732 
ELECTION NOY. 6, 1900. 
President, 

Wm. McKinley ...........-. 2424 
Wy ols EIRGAE -o'ele oe Meinakeon ee 2270 
Governor. 

W.. EK. Stanley...........56, 2389 
J. W. Breidenthal ........., 2305 
Senator Thirteenth District. 

Js Co Carpenter, © vec tie ces 2354 
STS COSpG ID 70 0 ese 2259 
Representative Thirty-first Dist. 
al. ML, Nation, 2! idesdsiaeeds F 2375 
W. C. MeConnell, p ........ 2258 
County ‘Attorney. 

S, 0, BrOwh, fos ees cccwes 2317 
B TF. Bbitthy pens ee daies 2338 
Probate Judge. 

J. N. Roseberry, r .......... 2449 
Geo. E, Smith, p ........... 2176 
Clerk of District Court. 

Pred Qjartey,. 0 sdewtinnaal Pals ae 2402 
J. 8, Dawe Ad & cheasa oe sins 2216 
County Supt. Public Instruction. 
A&M Pailora Fh 6d. en Ho 2341 
Ben. F. Roe, dh aes caec ce eee 2269 


Bench and Bar. 


The legislature of 1867 created the Seventh Judicial Distrivt out of the 
ciinties of Anderson, Allen, Neosho, Labette, Woodson and Wilson. The act 
took effect Mureh 4, 1867, and wpon the same duy Governor Crawford appoint- 
el Hon, Willian Sprigys, of Garnett, judge of the new district. Ho held 
the offiee until January 18, 1868, when Hon John R. Goodin of Humbolrt, 
who had been elected judge at the regular clection in 1867, succeeded hin. 
At the general election held in 1871 candidates were yoted for for that officer, 
and Judge Goodin received a majority of the votes cast for cancidates for 
(ld position. 

The legislature of 1872 passed a law fixing the time for electing a judge 
in the Seventh Judicial ¢istrict, whieh deelared that the judge should le 
vlectact at the general election in 1872 and every four years thereafter, This 
law awomed to be regarded by the lawyers generally as all right and the resutt 
wis that announcement of the candidacy of Judge Goodin, J. B. FP. Cates, 
of Humboldt, and W. A. Pelfer, then of Fredonia, was made. In the shert 
ciivass that ensued, some heal was generated and some hot things were said, 
This is interesting reading tuatter, even now, but it properly does not go in here 
Curiotsly one objection urged hy a newspaper against the re-election of Judge 
Goodin was that it did net believe in giving one a life lease of olive, Thos, ie 
view of the fact that Goodin had held bat one term, would not seem to be 
a vury weighty reason, But it became necessary for Judge Goodin to proceed 
against the State Auditor to compel Lim to audit the salury claimed by hint 
as judge, elected in 1871. In that proceeding the Supreme court decided that 
1871 was the proper year for the election of judge in the Seventh Jndicial 
district. (State ex rel, vs, Thoman, 10 Kane, 191.) This decision, coming in 
July, 1872, effectually closed the controversy. Judge Goodin waa elected in 
Congress in 1874, and thereupon resigned as judge. Hon. H. W. Taleott of 
Jola, was appointed by Gov. Thos. Oshorne to the vacancy, to hold till the 
election of 1875. At that election Judge Taleott was elected for the ful) tert 
wommencing in Janyary following. 

At the same election, Hon, Peter Bell of Woodson county, was eleated 
to fill the time from the election in November, until the commenvement of 
the term of office proper in January following. dudge Taleott was re-elected 
in 1879, and held the office till the expiration of the term in January, 1884. 

The candidates for judge in 1875 were H. W. Taloott, R. N. Bayles and 
T. J. Hodson. 

The candidates in 1579 were IT, \W, Talcott and L. W. Keplinger, both of 
Allen county, 

In 1883, Mon, L, Stillwell was elected. At the time of his election, 
Judge Stillwell was a resident of Osage Mission, where he had heen residiny 
since 1871. He had been engaged in the actiye practice of law in Neoshn 
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conty from the spring of 1868, having at that time looxted at Wrie, So that 
at the time of his election he wae well eqnipped for the duties of that position. 
Hon. Henry Dickson of Woodeon county was bis oppanent in L883. 

In 1887 he was re-electod without opposition. In 1591 he was re-electerl 
over T. FP. Rayer of Brie. He wus again elevted in 1895 without opposition. 
Lin 1809, he was re-elected over Amos S. Lapham of Channte. At the end of 
the present term he will heve been upon the bench for twenty years, a length 
of continnone sutvied not Weually acwerded to trial) judges. 

The first term of the district court was held by Judge Wm. Spriggs at 
Old Erie, in the fall of 1867. Some court business was transacted, an attorney 
or two admitted, and court adjourned. The resident attorneys who attended 
Lhat term of eourt were C. F. Hutchings, T, C, Cory, B. P, Ayers and Jemes 
T. Bridgens. W. L Brewer was clerk and Thos, R. Peters sheriff, TL (, 
Corey was appointed county attorney and acted as such during the term. 

The spring term of 1868 was held in the pmblie schoo! house at the new 
town of Krie. At that term both tha court and jary had work to do. J, L. 
Denison was clerk, Thomas Lealiy, shorifl, and Byron P. Ayers, county allor- 
ney. Uere the writer first met Hon. John R, Goodin. 


Lurge, rounded ont, well fed body, with full face and well formed bead, 
the first impression was a strong vender of Senator Oliver P. Morton of 
Indiana. Of easy, pleasing address and graceful manner, and yet of greut 
intellectual force and strength, he wae not a close student of books, but was a 
scholar of no tnean attainments, Tle depended more upon the attorney for 
anthorities upon a disputed question than upon fis own labor, A lover of 
good things, vet a hater of framl and deevit, he enjayed good company aid 
lighly appreciated genuine humor. 

Attorneys not residents of Neosho had the lion’s share of the business o! 
the April term of 1868, They were Judge Eli Gilbert, John Seernet, J. Boe. 
Cates, of Hiumbolili, M. V. Voss, of Fort Seott, and others, The resident 
allurneys were C. IF. Tlutehings, B. PY Ayers, John O'Grady, T. C, Cory, J. (. 
Carpenter and T. Ff. Rayer, 

The writer, a boy with lithle experience in the law Iyisiness, listened with 
wonder to the retnarikuble stories of Judge Gilbert and concluded that 1 
wl! he told as to his surprising achievements were trie, there was little show 
for the small fry. But then as t observed Lim more closely and listened Io 
his musical yoice, Falstal? stood before me and T took courage, 

lt wae worth while lo listen to one of Its famous speeches—he never 
nude any other kind, He shidied to please the audience as well as to con- 
vince the jury. His sentenves bristle) with surprises, metaphorical, rhetorical, 
erammutical and illustrative, 

At that term of court he had « client who claimed to have been elanderadl 
aml was humbly praving for damages, Upon a question as to the sufficiency 
of his petition, among other convincing arguments to the court, he said, “!t 
hath never yel been holdin by any court in Christendom that a man must get 
as wad as a bob-tailod bull in Ay time before the action of slander will lie.” 
When the opposite counsel snovringly intimated that his chent was not of no- 
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sullind reputation, be effectually silenced him by striking an attitude and say- 
ing, In his emphatic way. “my client is as pure as the icicle that hangs from the 
dome of the great Diana’s templo.” 

All of the foreign eontinyent and moet of the local attorneys at that: 
term huarded at the residence of Peter Walters, a log house in the west part 
of the town. Walters was a farmer and furnished the regulation country 
meal for visitors, in which chicken was paramount, When the term closed 
Judge Goodin, accompanied by Attorneys J. C. Carpenter, J. B. F. Cates anil 
T. F. Rager, drove in an open wagon ucrose the country to Oswego, the next 
Place ut which the Judge was to hold court, 

Arriving at Oswego, they found a hotel, a log house, where plenty of 
food was provided, and lodging. Four in a room and two in a bel was the 
order, Lt was in that room that the Judge prevailed upon Col. Carpenter ta 
read, “The Bells’ This he did, to the apparent satisfaction of all. But the 
the Judge never asked him to clo it again, 

Judge Goodin died al Kansws City, Kas. in 1885, Me had served as 
Judge from 1867 to the latter part of 1874, when he resigned to become Con- 
freesman, in whieh capacity he served one teri, alter the expiration of which 
he returned to the practice of law, later removing to Kansas City, Kansas, 
where he formal a partnership with L. W. Keplinger. 

Of his successors in office, Judge H. W. Talcott, is a resident of Califor- 
nia, Hon, Peter Boll sleeps in the cemetery at Lawrence, Kansas, and Hon, DL. 
Stillwell yet oceupies the bench, 

The bar of Neosho county has always been intellectually and morally 
strong, 

The foreign lawyers, who were nsed to ranning matters to suit themselves, 
before the advent of the Neosho conuty bar, soon learned, after that event, to 
respeet the learning, knowledge and legal acmanen of the young men who cou 
posed that vizorons body, Below is given short sketches of members of the 
bar who were once residimt here aud who have either moved away or died, 


HON. C. F. HUTCHINGS located at Osage Mission in 1867, where he 
unmiMliately started in to practive law. Prom the start he made a anecess 
of it. He was a downy cheeked youth then, who did not regard it much of a 
hardship to ride a pony fifteen miles to try a ease before a justice of the pean. 
He would prohably not do so now, He did not devote much time to politics, 
He, however, served a term as a membor of the legislature in I873. Asa lawyer 
he had the happy faculty of being able to show that the position veeupied ty 
hin was the proper one. For a field offering greater opportamty, he Torme:l 
# partiership in 1885 with Hon, I. W, Keplinger. of Kamsas Cily, Kansas, 
where he is still successfully practicing law. 


JOHN O'GRADY was a son of the Rmerald Isle. Bright, witty. vrsatile, 
he could entertain and amuse the most stoiral of his friends. Always neatly 
dressed and scrupulously clean, he presented a pleasing appearance. He was 
an accomplished linguist and could talk as rapidly in Preneh as m English. 
He had attained to a high degree of knowledge of the law and of the world, 
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when he dawned ttpon mine host Naudier at the Neosho Honse in Osage Mis- 
sion in the winter of 67-68, and proceeded at once to make the acquaintance of 
muny seemingly interested citizens “ at the bar” It is related by an old 
timer that a formal reception was held at Carr & Leahy’s in his honor that 
night and that when it ended a wew lawyer emerged in a suit of very wot 
vroad cloth and wonderfully crushed silk hat, Ue tound afterwards that: it 
was the way the “boys” had of initiating a new “line haired” comer, so he lool 
itin good part. He was a successful lawyer and was lor several years a meni- 
her ef the tim of Hutchings & O'Grady at Osage Mission, 

About 1874, desiring a niore extensive field, he removed to St. Louis. 
Several years later he selected Kuusag City, Mo. as his home where he still 
practices law, 


IL L. PESTANA wae located at Osage Mission in 768-9, during whicn 
time he was a partner of C. Fy Hutehings. THe wae a young man of ability, 
had heen in the Union wemy, where his conduct was commendable, Desiring 
a broader field where the question-o! eounty seal would not be the preyailin,s 
issue, he went to Elsworth county, which he afterwards represented in the 
Legislature, From Elsworth he journeyed over to Russell county, where he has 
continued to “rustle until the present day. Ife is now the State Senator 
from the Russell county district and is said to have been the author of the 
ras feature of the election law which has for its object the prevention 
of fusion. 


JOHN MOFFITT came inte Osage Mission in 1468 from Nauvoo, UL, and 
coon after formed a partnership with John (Grady. after which he and B. 
P. Ayers were assoniated together for a time, He took an interest in agri 
culture and horticulture, helping to organize the firet agricultural and horti- 
cultural societies formed in the county, He gave up the battle tn Kansas, 
about 171 and went back to Tinos, 


BYRON VP. AYERS located at Osage Mission about the year 1567. He 
wie in LAGS, appointed County attorney by Judge Goodin, which office he held 
until 1869. Avers was probably the oldest of the lawyers then in the county. 
Ad, that time he was about thirty years of age, tall, well-formed, und, when 
properly clothed und free from the effects of practicing at. “the other bar,” of 
jomnmanding and dignified appearance. Ie practiced without a brary, draw- 
ing upon his recollection for the Jaw. It as doubtful whether, if he had a 
house full of Jaw books, he wonld have consulted any of them. He would 
vive away the last cent he had, especially if he were under the mfluence of 
hyner. He was well informed upon most subjects and had a knowlodge of the 
law superior to some who were more studious. Yorng as he was, in 1868, he 
seemed to have lost interest in the future, He apparently had no desire or 
ambition to be anything more than he was, He had, as ith seemed, met with 
a disappointment that had shattered all his hopes, destroyed all ambition and 
left him drifting. About 1874 he went to Barber county, where, under thre 
influence of new surroundings, he came to himeelf, ne it were. He was twice 
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lected county attorney of that county, His record as a soldier was excellunt. 
Captain Ayers died in Barber county in the latter eighties. 


T, C, CORY settled near Canville trading post in 1867. At the fall 
term of court that year he was appointed county attorney and at the election 
of the sume year he was elected to that office, but refused to qualify. At the 
eloction in 1868 he was again elected county attorney. In the meantime he 
had married and removed to Osage Mission, where he continued to reside until 
aolmiutimne in S70 when he removed to Ladore, staying there until the fate of 
that town tus sealed, when he went to Parsons in March, 1871, There he 
continued to reside until his death, June 14, 1888. Ho was 40 years old at the 
time of his death Ho was a man of more than ordinary ability, but relied 
eye hi the law books said for authority, rather than upon his recollection 
of the law, 


3.5. BRINKERHOFE came , in the sanimer of 1864, to Osage Mission, 
An Ohio man, an old soldier, probably near Lhirty, il was natural that he should 
at onee form the acquaintance and acquire the friendship of T. C. Cory, a 
comrade, They formed a partnership which lasted until December, 1868, when 
Mr, Brinkerhoff became the partner of Mr. Danford of Fort Seott, who had 
just been elected Attorney General. ‘This necessitated the removal of Me. 
Brinkerhoff to Fort Seott, at whieh point he was accidentally killed in hte 
autumn of 1884. 


THOMAS W. COGSWELL came from Llinois. Loeated at Osage Mis- 
gion in 1869. Was im partnership with T. C. Cory when that gentleman re- 
moved to Ladore. Afterward he formed a partnership with W. L. Simone, 
which connection lasted until Mr Simone removed to Parsons. He served 
as county attorney. For several years he was one of the firm of Cogswell & 
Kinney at Ovave Mission. 

By « determined and persistent effort he overeaine a serions impediment 
of speech and became a fluent speaker. Te lover a joke and was full of 
good stories. One night at the Methodist church at Osage Mission, he eame 
in late with a number of friends and relatives—he leading—and as he 
marched wp the aisle the choir struck up, “See the mighty host advancing, 
Satan leading on.” 


HON. WALTER L. SIMONS had his home also at Osage Miasino, 
arriving there early in the 7s, Quiet and nnaseuming, his ability as an 
milvocate was uot apparent, Tt needed, however, but the opportunity to prove 
to the public that he was not only a good lawyer, hut an unusually brilliant 
and elognent orator. This opportunity came when he was called upon to 
assist in the defense of Warren Cooley, who was charged with the murder of 
A. Easley in 1872. 

While residing at Osage Mission he teok an active part in politics and 
was elected to the State Senate in 1872 and again in 1874. As one of Quin- 
lin’s Angels” he seryed ac mayor of Osage Mission in 1872. In Octoher, 1879, 
he removed to Parsons where for seyeral years ho practiced law. From thence 
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he went to Port Seott, there engaging in the practice of Jaw until 1895, when 
he hecame Judge of the Sixth Judicial district court, which position he yet 
hotedas. 


R. N. BAYLIES located in Erie in 1868 as a member of the firm of 5till- 
well & Baylies, where he remained wntil the county seat was removed to Osage 
Mission. Becoming a citizen of that place in March, 1871, he. as a member 
of his firm, continued in the practice of law wotil 1876, when he removed to 
Des Moines, Towa, where le served for a time as District Judge, removing next 
{o Chieago, TIL where he engaged in a street railway speculation which proved 
to be his financial making. 


W. 8. CARROLL, when he located at Osage Mission m 1870, had the 
advaniage of fifteen years practice and of course, at once divided the wort 
with his predecessors. In aye he ranked as an old man as compared with the 
hoys who were practicing law there. He rated his ability as high, as witness the 
fact that he convineed the city ceaneil and mayor of Osage Mission that the 
city should employ a man of ability for city attorney and pay him # good 
salary. The city government engaged him at the price of $1,000 per annum 
which salaried office he continued to enjoy until April, 1872, when the reform 
party organized by Blacksmith John Quinlin, swept all the old officers away 
and placed a new set in power, They were known as “Quinlin’s Angels.” 


CHARLES H. WINDSOR, a young man, probably 24, came down upom 
18 at Osage Mission in 1869, found no compensating work, stayed long enough 
to establish 4 reputation for singing “Once Fat Pocket Book,” and vanished, 


GEORGH A. RITTER, probably 24 years old, dawned upon the bar at 
Osage Mission in 1872. He at once annooneed himself as a candidate for 
county attorney, at the nuxt election, publishing his platform as opposition to 
“Centralization and concentration.” Tle did not wait for the election, but 
glided nek to the paternal demicil in Tllinois. 


ED. KINNEY. a young man of more than ordinary ability, well read, 
a good speaker and attractive, personally, drifted into Osage Mission in 1582, 
His had been what might be ealled a billowy experience, He had been in ligh 
esteom at his former home in & western town. but for same reason had lost 
his practice. Un seeking a new location he had a roagh time, as he found it 
necessary to engage in inanual labor to obtain money enough for expenses, He 
worked owhile at railroading and, after reaching Osage Mission, for a time 
worked ina printing oflice, bat tiring of that he resuined the practice of las as 
@ member of the firm of Cogswell & Kinney. 

The termination of his carter was pathetic in the extreme. He had heen 
away from town, and returning on the night train, was killed about half u 
mile east of the city. His body was fonnd the next morning, Dec. 28, 189), 
heside the railroad truek, The verdict of the jury was accidental death ly 
falling Irom the train. 
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GEORGE HILL, early began practice at Osage Mission as a partner of 
John Hall. He was « graduate of Ann Arbor and consequently was well 
posted in the common law. He was a student of books, quiet and unassuming, 
A man to be trusted with implicit. confidence. He remained at Osage Mission 
with varying sucvese ae a lawyer. until about 1889, when he removed to 
Pittsburg, Kansas, where he practiced law until recently, when he mover upon 
his farm near Walnut, Kansas. 


JOHN HALL came to Osage Mission about 1869, but not as a lawyer. 
From Osage Mission he went to Ladore township and took a clan, where after- 
ward, he beeaine & justice of the peace, and when the tewn of Ladore was laid 
out he was there and opened a store, This business be carried on till Ladore 
“wave ap the ghost.” He finally brought up at Osage Mission, where he was 
examined and admitted to the bar, He was, for a time, a member of the finn 
of Hall & Full. He would have been # success as a lawyer if he could have kept 
his altention riveted to that business. He mixed tm politics, wus » member 
of the legislature three terme, and wis a candidate for eonnty attorney. He 
removed to Eriv and opencd an office, but was ceon afterward engaged in selling 
(ry goods and groceries and shipping apples. He is now located somewhere in 
the state of Washinton. 


1,7. TIDWELL came to Osaye Mission in 69, tried the law awhile, but 
finding school teaching more remuneratiye, turned aside for that and was 
lost to sight. 


H, ©. KELLERMAN, an Ohtoan, a graduate of Ann Arbor, T believe. 
lovated at Osage Mission in 1871-2, becoming a member of the firm of Rayer 
and Kellerman. He was studious, competent and upright, but was inpatient, 
not rush enough, so he severed his connection with the firm and nested at 


oi aa Kansas, where he wae finally engaged to take charge of the public 
schools, 


W. HH, Tibbles, Prior and Rager, Elmer Gray, Houston Carr, S. 8, 
Knoles, Thomas Knoles, 0. O, Felkner, Judge Mick. G. M. Martin, Mr. 
Downey, G. W. MeClellan, J. R. Woodsworth, A, 'T. Philley, A. Cumming, D. 
J.J. Martin, J. D. laws and George Young might possibly be elussed as thow 
who, as it were, looked in upon the bar of Neosho county, had their names 
mrolled among the honorable brothers, said “Goodbye” and passed on. Of 
these J. 2. Woodworth was, for one term (‘75 and *74) county attorney. 


(GG. BURTON located at Erie in 1868, was a member of the firm of 
Jarpenter, Kimball and Burton. He was active, energetic and pushing. THe 
understood the business which he widertook, was a good lawyer and an eloquent 
speaker. He was for a time one of the editors of the Erie Dispatch, successor 
to the Hagle, the first paper published in Erie. In 1870 he was a candidate for 
county attorney upon the republican ticket, but was defeated. In 1871 he 
chose Novada, Missouri, as his home and was afterward elected Judge of the 
district court at that place. Several years later he was elected to Congress 
from that district, 
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R. D. HARTSILORN came to Thayer in 1871 as the president of a rail- 
road company, then engaged in constructing a road through Thayer north- 
west. After the abandonment of the project by the company, he settled dowa 
to the practice of law in 1872, practicing at ‘Thayer for a number of years. 
He wae elected to the Legislature in 1878. He was a native of Pennsylvanian, 
and was admitted to the bat in 1846. He removed to Arkansas in the early 
80s where he died, 


C. E. DUNHAM and L. H. CARTER, of Chanute, were members of the 
bar who found it more congenial business fo be merchants than to continge to 
practice law. Judge Dunham was for six years probate judge of this county 
and inade an excellent officer, Mr. Carter died some ten years ago, ent off in 
early manhood and in the midst of » busy and useful career. 


WILLOUGHBY NUGENT was a bright young lawyer who came to 
Erie about 1869-70. He sojourned a year or so at that place, but the shekels 
not coming in as rapidly and heavily as he believed they ought, he moved west, 
where hoe died. 


J. F. BELLAMY was a native of Indiana who opened an office at Jank- 
sonville about 1869, when that place was flourishing and when all its inhabi- 
tants expected it to be the metropolis of southern Kansas, Wntering into the 
spirit of the promising future of the town, he invested in town lots and farm 
property and, bringing his young wife with him, he settled down to be the 
leading legal light of the community. Whew he saw Jacksonville fade away 
and its glory iepart, he departed also. He practiced law at Girard for 
several years and is now engaged in the practice at Cherryvale, Kansas, 


J. H. FISHER opened un office at Chanute, coming there from lola, Ile 
was a youny man of ability, lull of energy. He enjoyed a good practice for 
sume time at Chanute, but believed a better field was open for him east. He 
moved to Conneaut, Ohio, several years agu. Recently the friends here were 
shocked hy news of lua sudden death. 


G. W. FARRELLY located at Chanute, coming from Ilinms. THe was 
a member of the firm of Farrelly & Farrelly, enjoying the confidenve of the 
public, and at once commanding 4 good and paying business. He attended 
closely and strictly to business. Was postmaster of Chanute in Oleveland’s 
first term, and also served aa such under @leveland’s second term, THe died at 
Chanute in 1898, soon after the expiration of his term of office. 


C. HW. KIMBALL, He was a member of the firm of Carpenter, Kimball 
& Burton, at Erie in 1868, Being a gentleman in the true sense of the word, 
he made friends or admirere of every one with whom he became intimately 
acquainted. He was a sound lawyer, and was intellectually and physically 
strong. He removed to Nevada, Missouri, where he took a prominent part 
as lawyer and politician, His sterling qualities secured for him the nomii- 
nation for Governor upon the republican ticket in 1888. He died a few months 
later. ! 
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J.T. BRLDGENS was one of the earliest lawyers ine Neosho county anil 
we find evidence of his battles before justices of the peace as early as June, 
1807, In those battles there appears as opposing counsel, Joel Barnhart or 
le R. Nugent, then prominent farmers. From motions filed he appears to have 
been a atickler for the strict enforcement. of the rule as to pleadings before 
Justices of the peace. He removed to Girard, Crawford county, about the 
first of 1868, where he died recently. 


W. A. NICHOLS pitched his tent several miles south of where Chanute 
is now located about 1868, taking a claim which he afterward entered. He 
was a wholesouled, genial gentleman, full of funny sayings and amusing 
anecdotes, While he bad an office at Chanute, yet his time was ‘moatly 
devoted to farming. He was by nature well fitted for the profession, and had 
he attended to that exclusively, he would have attained greater success. He 
died while residing upon the farm, aged about 40. 


MAJOR $8. L. COULTER located at Erie in 1867. Of prepossessing ap- 
pearance, gentlemanly deportment, genial nature and intellectually strong, he 
was popular with all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance. He had served 
ws Major in the 64th Ohio Infantry and prior to muster out, was promoted 
to Lieutenant Colonel, in which capacity he was acting at that time. He was, 
for a short time, at Osage Mission. In 1872 he removed to Labette county, 
where he afterward held the office of probate judge four successive terms and 
where he died May 4, 189+, 


HENRY CLAY ALLEN was a member of the firm of Allen & Allen 
of Chanute, commencing there about 1870 and continuing in the practice of 
law at that place until 1876, when he removed to Indianapolis, Ind., where he 
was afterward elected to the position of circuit judge of his district, which 
‘coat he now holds. He was elected county attorney in 1874, but served 


ittle more than one year, when he resigned to enter a larger field at Ind- 
Tanapolis, | 


W. J. YATES was a young lawyer who located at Thayer sometime in the 
early Tis, THe was bright, well posted, and energetic. He had scared up some- 
thing of « practice there but believing thera was a better field for him some- 
where else he changed his location to Kansas City. He was the republican 
candidate for county uttorney int872, but the county seat question elected his 
opponent. 

So far as ascertained the following are the resident members of the bar 
of Neosho county at this time, 


Brewster, 8. W., Thayer. Jones, J. 7, Chanute. 
Brown, 8. ©.. Chanute, Jones, Neal, Chanute. 
Budd, C., Erie, Lapham, A. §8., Chanute. 
Bell, J. B., Saint Paul. Leake, F. A., St, Paul. 
Carpanter, J. C., Chanute. McClay, A. J., Chanute. 


Catea, J. B. F., Chanute. Nation, W, H., Shaw. 
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Cates, K. W, Chanute. Nation, C. 8., Chanute. 
Cline, W. R.. Erie. Nation, J. M., Erie. 

Cone, Lather, Channte, Raver T, I. Erie. 

Cox, C. A.. Chanute. Roc, John F., Chanute. 
Denison, J. L., Erie. Shinn, B. ¥., Chanute, 
Dunham, C. E., Chanute. Sharrock, J. W., Brie. 
Dimsinore, J. ML, Thayer. Stratton, J. (), Erie 
Farrelly, Hogh P., Chanute. Shinn, Jesse F., Chanute. 
George, Alva A., Erie, Thompson, lz &., St, Paul, 
Hurt, J. J., Chanute. Wells, J, A., Brie, 

Teett, S. G.. Chanute. Walker, W. J., Chanute. 
Jones, T. C., Chanute Young, Geo., St. Paul, 


Jonvs, J. J., Channte. 
The lawyers, now resident of the county, can speak for themselves, but in 
passing, | would say, in the beautiful and expressive language of this poet that 
Go where you will. look where you may— 
In city, m eounty, in district or state, 
More honorable men you'll not find on your way 
Than members composing this bar at this date. 


Incidents. 


When Judge Stillwell was a young lawyer at Osage Mission, newly wed, 
poor, and struggling, like the rest of us, lo obtain edibles other than turniy 
tops to supply the tavle, there came to his residence a poor, little, lean, runty 
starved pig. The pig persisted in putting in his time in the pateh of ground 
proudly called by Mrs. 8. their “garden,” vainly endeavoring to root the hard 
earth and find some sustenance from the straggling plants. He was a stayer. 
for being driven away. he would return at first opportunity. This continued 
daily for many days till one morning they found him leaning against the well 
earl for support becanse of sheer weakness. He cast his eyes pleadingly upon 
them, as if praying for succor. Mrs. Stillwell’s kindly heart was tonched and 
she said, “Poor little pig, he will die if not taken care of, why not make a pen 
and feed him?” 

Her suggestion was acted upon and day after day for months, Mrs. Still- 
well fed and watered that pig, By a judicious selection of food and a plentiful 
supply, the pig grew in strength and waxed fat and fatter. As it grew and 
became fat and slick, from time to time the lawyer and his wife would lean 
over the pen and noting the pig’s fine points, congratulate wach other upon 
saving its life and at the same time, securing a supply of juiey pork chops for 
winter use. Finally the pig became ripe and the young lawyer, as he passed 
down the street, was cogilating on the best way of harvesting the hog, when he 
was startled by a shrill voice which said, “Mr. Stillwell, they say yees has little 
Mickey's pig shut up,” and Mrs, MeCarty stood before him. 

He answered, “I have a pig, but I’ve had it ever since last spring.” 

“Did yees post it?” she asked. 

“No, 1 didn’t post it,” said he. 
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“Well,” she said, “it’s little Mickey’s pig an’ ho’s boon eryin’ his eyes wit 
i it an’ yees had it shut up all the time. Now Mickey wante bis pig an’ must 
av it.” 

‘The conclusion of the whole matter was that Mr. Stillwell went hore 
with a sad heart and opening the pen, watched the 250 pounds of fine pork 
waddle down the street. He tried to console his wife by telling her that 

“Of all the words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these, Tt might have been.” 
The Judge even now often asks hintsell, “Was it veally Mickey's pig?” 
Th following lish of jurors was drawn for the first term of court to be 
held in the eaunty, by J, L. Fletcher as clerk, in the presence of D. Scannell 
and QO. G. Taite, justices of the peace, and Virgil Stillwell, deputy sheriff, The 
clerk designated it the “Cirewit court of Neosho county commencing on the 
s0th day of September, A. Db. L867." . 
William Miller, Walnut Grove Tp. J. M. Putman, Big Crock Typ. 


(. W. Lemmens, Centerville T'p. Jeremiah Sullivan, Mission Tp. 
Sion Barby, Big Creek Tp. James Thorp, Mission 'I'p, 
Gideon Fowler, Walnat Grove Tp. J. W. Rakestraw, Erie ‘T'p. 

J. M. Noble, Canville Tp, R. Lake, Centerville 'T'p, 

W. d. Douglass, Erie Tp, Theodore Rinnels, Centerville ‘Tp. 


Of the above jurors and the officers who drew the list not one now lives ip 
thus i a he county clerk, the two justices and al least nine of the jurors 
are dead, 

One night in 1868. at the Neosho House in Osage Mission, [ was awakened 
ly the yoice of revelers. Jt was about one o'clock, A. M., and the words that 
floated through the open window were, 

“OQ landlord fill the flowing bowL 
Fill it rimming ever: 

For tonight, we'll merry, merry be; 
To-morrow we'll be sober.” 

T teoornized the voices of three young lawyers, now prominent, From tlie 
variations and the ebb and flow of sound, evidently they were diseribing a 
worn fenee movernent, arm in arm, down the middle of the principal street. 
The song gradually died away midst the other yoices of the night, but the 
inpression made upon me has never been erased, 

And now looking back through the intervening years, the incident calis 
to mind the faet that of all the young lawyers who commenced practice at 
Ouayve Mission, in that early day, not one became an inebriate. This is the 
more surpriding, when it ie considered that those young men, mere boys, away 
from family influence. thrown upon their own resources, time often hanging 
heavily upon their hands, the blue devils pressing for recognition, with num- 
erous saloons, the only place of resort for years, lineptingly inviting them to 
enter, drink and get. rid of the blues, led sober byes and attamed distinction. 
At least three of the earlier members, beccame district judges; at least six o7 
them served as members of the Legislature, four held the office of county attor- 
nay of this county, several other counties of this state and of Oklahoma wern 
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supplied with county attorneys from later members of the Osage Mission bar, 
while one, W. H. Morris, became state auditor. 

The County Bar has produced at least four district or circuit judges. H. 
C. Allen, circuit judge at Indianapolis, Ind.; R. N. Baylies, who was district 
judge, Des Moines, lowa; W. L. Simons, judge of Fort Scott district, and L. 
Stillwell, judge of this district. Those who have been members of the Legis- 
lature are R. N. Allen, J. C. Carpenter, W. L. Simons, H. P. Farrelly, sena- 
tors. J. L. Denison, C. F. Hutchings, John Hall, T. F. Rager and L. Still- 
well. tepresentatives. 


BIOGRAPHIES. 


STEPHEN E. BEACH—In searching for the facts of history of any 
community the mind of the chronicler turns naturally to the “first things” 
or initial work in the formation of that community into a social and political 
body, There is always an interest attaching to these “first things” which is 
undiscoverable in anything else historic and when we have found the first man 
or the first house, or the first teacher or the first preacher, we look upon them 
with more than ordinary respect, and we instinctively retrace the steps of 
time to the point where this ohject of our respect began the career which led to 
his rare distinction. 

The “first things” of thirty-five or forty years ago are frequently difficult 
to ascertain on account of the death or removal of the actors and the absence 





STEPHEN E. BEACH. 


of records concerning them. But when we are brought face to face with one 
who hap witnessed it all and helped do much of it we are siezed with a1 
enthusiastic interest and are led to pursue his record and to preserve it for its 
value to the generations which follow. In this connection interest centers 11 
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the tlrst Superintendent of Public Instruction of Neosho county in the persona 
of Stephen E, Beach, yet one of the active apirits of his county and wo leading 
citizen of Chatute. 

In the spring of 1859 Mr. Beach eanie to what is now the territory of 
Neosho county and has reeidul within the limits of the county, now, nearly 
Fourty-four yours, One of his firef acts was the establishinent of a store at 
Osage City, later Roger's Mille, which he eoudueted for a period af two years, 
trading with the Intions aud yathering together the nneleus of * a start” in his 
ew home. When the public domain, or rather the Indian lands, came into 
market, lie settlal on a tract on Beach Creek—numod after himself hucanse 
he was the first settler gn it—but this quarter he abandoned in 1865 and 
settled on anuther lanet on the Neosho river whieh he deeded, improved, andl 
“ill owns. He vngaged early in the cattle business and, in partnership with 
pioneer Benjamin M, Smith, grazed cattle all over the townsite of Chanute and 
the present center of the town was used ae the salting growuds for their herd. 
‘The orivinal farm of Mr. Beach has been inereased by one-half and he is still 
m the achive conduct of it, although he removed lus family to Chanute for 
better educational and other advantages in 1885. 

As a merchant out subject was one of the first tn the county, He brought 
lis first stock of guards, consisting of two wagon loads, from Leavenworth, Kan- 
wis, Where |e lad been engapen! similarly for a few months mimediatery 
preceding, fis supplies later on came from Kansas City, which pomt he 
visited frequently as he needed goods or us was necessary as a freighter of goods 
for others. Uis store yielded him but little profit and he gladly gave ib wu 
for other pursuita. 

Mr. Beaeli’s first experinee with the trontier began at Kansas City about 
the first of the year 154— when he reached there from St, Lows by boat, in 
conipuny With a frien fron: the vast, Elmer Johnson, and enroute to Leayen- 
worth At Kansas City they abandoned their journey to Leavenworth, pur- 
chased a horse aml light wagon, added Sain Purdy, a small boy, to their 
niaber, and started a¢ross the plains ta Denver. When away out on the 
Arkoensas viver thay loft their caraven and drove on slone, mtonding 1o make 
henmping proond in advance of their comrades, Mr. Beach and one coumpation 
Nevidial to walk pver the bluffs in search of gue, keeping in sight of their 
Wagon aa they eame to high points overlooking the river and trail below. They 
were greatly disinayed and somewhat dispirited on one oveasion to ave their 
wagon, surrounded hy Indians. going in the direction of a retreat and the herse 
on thu trot, a ynit that was anusual on the pleine exeept when fleciuy fron 
dangu. The two footmen made a break direct for the wiagen and, wheo die 
vovered by the red men, duided te ywive battle if it cume to the worst. As 
was expeeted, a few of the Indians approached but every time young Beach 
would raise his yun to shoot at thoi they woald yell und make signs and 
motions not to do so and the boys did not understand whether the Indians were 
friendly or whether it was desiyned to take them alive and then bateher them. 
Diseretion was the better part of valor in ihis case and they did oo personal 
violence to the red anen and were really not interfered with more than Lo be 
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deprived of a supply of sugar and other articles of their commissary whiclt 
the poor Lidian always needed. 

Pike’s Peak was eventually reached but the country wae so over-rim 
with gold seekers and settlers that nothing encouraging presented iteelf and 
the *one-horse tovrists” look the “back track.” On reaching Leavenworth Mr. 
Beach and his partner, Johnson, cugaged in the grocery business on a small 
svtle but in two months they landed ap two wagons and brought the goods 
ty Neosho county and established theniselves at Osage City, as before stated. 

Stephen E. Beach was born wt Wallingford, Coun., November 25, 1837, 
ume wus a son of a Tarmer, Nathan Beach, who was born in the same state in 
1511 and die! there in 1882. He and his wift, nee Lacey Pierpont, were both 
of plonwer New Bovland stoek, tho latter stl residing on th old family homie 
in Connecticut. Their children were. Joel, of North Huven, Conneetient: 
Stephen E.; Zerah, of Wallingford, Connecticut, and Wether, wile of Rien 
Stone, of the same pout. Stephen Beach passed his boyhood in the country 
and obtained a good education in some of the literary inatitutions of his stati. 
After reaching his majority he was induced by neighbor boys to try his for- 
Cut in the weet, henee bis trip te the Rockies and hie floal settlement and. 
reaidenve in Kansas. 

During the war Mr. Beach was a member of the state militia and was 
aommissioned Ensign ty Governer, Robinson and Third Lieutenant hy Gov. 
ernor Kearney, the Governors issuing commissions without question for what- 
ever position requested. He was commissioned by Governor Kearney a meni- 
her of the first hoard of commissioners of Neosho county and at the first 
election, called by this hoard and the county clorlk, he was elected Swperintend- 
ent of Public Instruction which otlice he filled two years, On aceount of the 
refusal to serve of the first man elected to the ollice of county treasurer, Me. 
Beach was appointed to the vacancy and held that olfiee by appointment and 
election for a period of five years. He has filled the office of trustee of Tio 
township four years and is now one of ils justices of the pence. When the town 
of Chanate was established he was uo member of the townsite company, It was 
largely throngh his services—as mutter of inside history— that the Santa Ve 
raibway company were enabled to make sock arrangements with the settlers 
as to justify them in locwhng o station near the junction of their road with 
the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Tine, 

Mr. Beach was firet inarried February LY, 1862. to Sarah Sinelair, who 
died August 31, 1865. no issuu of this marriage now living. March 11, 1866, he 
inarcied Tressa Bureh, who died Febroary 21, 1871, and has a son, Charles, of 
Ottawa, Kansas, married to Nellie MeKeever, and a son, Harvey E., of the 
state of Washington. On the Srd of Angost, 1875, Mr. Beach married hie 
third wife, Mary A. Brooke, who died March 2nd of the following year, without 
issue, In 1874, on the 24th day of December, Miss Sarah Stanfield became 
the present wife of onr subject. The isene of this marriage iz Leona, wife of 
Dr. Johannes Rudbeck, of Kansas City, Kansas; Sylvia E., a prominent teacher 
in the Chanute schools; Eunice D., deceased, and Don C., a pupil of the 
Chanute high school. 


146 TLUSTORY OF NEOSMO COUNTY, KANSAS, 


The politics of this branch of the Beach family was—ot the early time— 
Tudependent, with Democratic leanings, The Pierponts were Whigs and the 
fact of origin itself guarantees the hitense loyalty of their descendants. §. B, 
Beach cast his first presidential yote for a Republican and remained with the 
party till 1872, when he became a Greenbacker and voted for Torave Greeley. 
Since then he has supperted the opposition to the Republican party including 
Cooper, Butler, Stveater, Weayer and Bryan. 

Throngh all his long life in Kansas it will be seen that Mr. Beach has 
been an active, earnest citizen and laitlfal to every public and private trast. 
His connection with many interests has not left his name sullied with the taint 
of suspicion and his position on matters of public policy has always sustained 
the belief in his loyalty to our national institutions and his devotion to the stars 
and stripes. He is a Mason, Mister and Royal Arch, and has been Master of 
his lodge and High Priest of his chapter. 


JOSEPH L. DENISON—In presenting the subject of this review, we 
do so with a feeling oppermost that his wide sequatntance and universal popu- 
larity, both a8 eitizen and lawyer, render wov extended introduction super- 
fluous and mnneceasary. Tle has buen in the Neosho valley and identified with 
its affairs so long that a plain statement oF the facta concerning his life work 
will prove sufficient to distinguish him as a leading character in all that per. 
tains to pioneer and present day events in that valley. 

Joseph L. Demeson started on the journey which finally led him to Kansas, 
in 1850, from Chambersburg, Ponnsylvania. tLe hesitated briefly at Prineston, 
Hines, but proceeded to southwest Missourt where be remained till 1860 
when he erosaxl the line and east his lof with the pioneers of Allen county, 
Kansas, He wae bern in Westmoreland oounty, Pennsylvania, on the 11th 
of July, 1847, and isa son of a miller, Davicl Denison, who was, by diroct 
deseent, a Scotchman and bern also in the Keystone State The lattor married 
Elizabeth Rhodes who bore hin five sons and three daughters; four song yet 
gautviying, Our subject entered Franklin Academy at Chambersburg, Penn- 
sylvanin, with a fair education and finished his school days in that institution, 
li will be observed that he was only nineteen years of age when he left his 
native slate, with weatern inclinations, and somewhere enroute to Kansas he 
adopted the law as his calling and began reading for admission to the bar, 
He reached the vietnity of Tola, Kansas, at twonty-three years old, and was 
induewd by the surroundings to enter a piece of the public domain. He went 
throagh the usual formalities of filing on and proving up his “claim” and 
finally patented if. In 186) he enlisted in Company E, Ninth Kangas cavalry, 
and was promoted during the course of his service through the grades to 
sauehaditel, adjulant and has now in his office the old regimental desk which 
went through the war. In July, 1865, he reached home after three years 
and eleven months of service, a veteran yolunter of the civil war. 

Tn Dewember, 1865. Mr. Denison located in Neosho county, where he estal- 


HISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY. KANSAS. 147 


lished a post for Indian trading, the firm being Roe & Denison. This business 
venture was conducted as such firm till the autumn of 1867 when our subject 
withdrew to pasume the duties of county clerk to which office he had been 
eleeted. He became clerk of the court by appointment and filled both offices, 
atterwaml bemg elected to both, In 1870 he retired from the office of county 
clerk and in 1875 from that of elerk of the court and he then turned his atten- 
tion to the law, he having previously been wdmitted to practice in Kansas, unl 
the first case with which he was counected as counsel was one between Hanuboldi 
and lola fachions contesting for county offices, - He prepared the first petition to 
the Governor of Kansas asking for the removal of the county seat from Hum- 
holdt to Tola, which wax granted, and the seat of the county government 
removed. 

Beginning the praciiee of law regularly, Mr, Denison had as a parmer C. 
F. Hotehings, uo leading attorney, now, ot the bur of Kansas City, Kansas, 
wil they office war established in Osage Mission January 10, 1875. Mr. 
Davison’e connsetion with the har has been eontinneus, and has grown with 
the passage of time in prominence and importance. Le has been identified with 
many noted criminal eases of southeast Kansas, ciel of which was the Frankie 
Morris dase in which attorneys participated who have attained state reputation 
a8 lawyers since. For fifteen years he has represented the Santa Fe Railway 
Wwinpany as attorney. He has served four years as county attorney af Neosho 
aounty, fram 1887 to TB91, and sinee 1887 he has resided In Brie, 

In the month of November, 1868, Mr. Denison married, in Allen 
wounty, Kansas, Miss Mattie HWogueland, a daughter of the Rev, Isaac Hogun 
land who preached the first protestant sermon preached in Brie, Kansas. The 
latter come to Kansas front Ulinois and was jell known in the Neosho valley io 
an early day. The ecluldren of Mr, and Mrs. Denison are Anna, Charles §, 
and Todd. 

In Republican politics Joseph L. Denison is well known in castern 
Kansas. Ve has dove much campaigning in his county and more or less of it 
in his congressional district. Le is a forceful and effective speaker in public as 
well as at the bar and his addresses indicate careful preparation and a thorough 
knowledge of his sabject, dle organized the first Masonic lodge south of 
Humboldt in 1868, by special dispensation, and has been somewhat active in 
Masonic cireles in southeast Kansas since. He was Tigh Priest of the Osage 
Mission chapter for six years. was a charter inember of the Parsons Com- 
mumdery and holds his membership at present in the Commandery at Chanute, 


SQUIRE ROSA—The gentleman introducing this article represents the 
first settlers of Kansas and helonge to the list of Neosho county pioneers. 
He has bees} identifind with the west since 1857 and the state of Kansas has 
numbered him among her citizenship since that vear. He first settled at Osa- 
watonne, but took » claim in Linn county and was iiterested in it till 1869 
when he moved to Allen county and entered a claim on Deer Creek where he 
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lived five years, going thenee to Neosho county where his resitlence has sins 
been maintained. 

Squire Resa was born in Oneda county, New York, January & 1836, of 
parents, Abraham and Emily (Morse) Rosa, The father was a blacksmith by 
trade and in 1854 moved to Town where he resided till 1860 when he came to 
Kansas ond settled in Allen county. He became a settler of Neosho county in 
1865 and the following year died here at the age of sixty years, his wife 
having preceded him three years ut the aye of forty-five. ‘lwo children com- 
mee their family, wie., Nriend, who died in Michigan, and Squire, ont 
subject. 

Squire Rosa had acquired only a fair knowledge of the common branchyps 
When, at the age of fourteen yeare, he azsurned responsibiltty for his own mai- 
lenince, He came west to Michigan whery he worked two years as a hired. mnuin 
ona farm. He went to Virginia then and in that state learned. the mason's 
imide and remained five years. Tteturning to Michigan he was married June 
wt, 1856, to Levy Gay, a native of New York, and the next year the youn 
couple came to the Territory of Kansas. On coming to Neosho county he 
entered his third piece of the public domain, which trach now joins the townsite 
ol Galusbure. The first town located was Rose Hill, and was on his land, but 
later if was moved aeross the public highway and the name shanged to Gales- 
hore. Mr. Kosa engaged in business in the town when it was tirst etarte] 
ant has hud some husiness eomnection with it ever since. 

January 24, 1802, Mr. Rosa enlisted in Company F, Eighth Kansas 
iiifantry, served three years anil was in many of the hardest fought buttles of 
the rebellion, He was in the battles of Chicamauga, Missionary Ridge, helped 
to raise the siege at Kuoxville, was on the Atlanta campaign, where he was 
sixtythrew days under fire, aiden in the capture of Atlanta and in the subsi- 
quent defeat and destruction of Tleod’s army. Mr. Rosa was discharged at 
Huntsville, Alabama, at the expiration of his service and returned at once fo 
Ins Kansas honws. 

The ten yeurs succeeding the war were the dark years for the settlers of 
the frontier, There were eo many interferences to the successful cultivation of 
crops that floor became a luxury at $12 por barrel, pork 206 per pound, anid 
corn colfee and corn bread were articles of dict that could he depended on 
to befriend the hopeful but poor pioneer, There were but three families near 
where Mr, Tosa located in Neosho county and his nearest neighbor was three 
iniles, his next six miles, while on the north it was fifteen miles to a settlement, 

As age crept upon Squire Rosa he has gradually retired from business. 
Hu has witnessed an almost indescribable change in Neosho county and his 
efforts have brought about a modest share of this radical change, Of lis family 
of four children, only one, Argus T'., now survives, and he is the enterprising 
real estale man of Galesburg, and the owner and publisher of the Galesburg 
interprise. 

Argus P. Rosa was born in Muscatine, Iowa, whither his parents went 
from Michigan, and prior to their advent to Allen county, Kansas, on the 12th 
day of June, 1857. He has grown up and heen cdueated in Neosho county 
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and on coming of age engaged, with his father, in the buying and shipping of 
grain at Galesburg. He learned telegraphy and for eight years he was agent 
and operator for the M. K. & 'T. railroad at this point. Since then, and up to 
1894, he has been farming and dealing in and shipping stock and grain. Ta 
1894 he took up real estate and insurance, and induced many men of means to 
become interested in Neosho county and to become owners of real estate here. 
In 1900 he purchased the Galesburg Enterprise, a weekly paper that was 
established in 1885, by King & Schoonover, which is edited and published by 
his son Claire. 

July 4, 1881, Mr. Rosa married Della Allen, an Illinois lady who came to 
Kansas in 1875, with her parents, Marion and Rachel Allen. The two sons 
before mentioned comprise the children of our subject’s household. 

One incident in particular among the many which occurred in his life in 
the early days of Kansas, Mr. Rosa has indelibly impressed upon his mind, viz, 
In Angust, 1863, he accompanied his mother on a trip to Lowa to visit relatives 
and Grandfather Rosa hauled them in his wagon to Lawrence where they 
were to take the stage. They reached Lawrence the 20th of the month, stayed 
over night in the town and got away on the morning stage of the day Quan- 
trell’s band came in and sacked the town. 





BENJAMIN M. SMITH. 


BENJAMIN M. SMITH—One of the earliest surviving pioneers of 
Neosho county, now resident of Chanute, is the retired farmer, stockman and 
trader, Benjamin M. Smith, the subject of thig brief memoir. It is a source of 
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satisfaction to the public at this late day to be able to hear from his own lips 
the story of one who came to this locality sv early, has seen the great: strides 
toward civilization and onlightenment which it has made, and one who has 
Hided with his own hand the great change whoch has thus taken place, Ib is 
no insignificant record toe have simply lived through this important era in 
our stats history aud when is added to it the fact of one’s connection with 
the actual drama enacted In forty-five yeare of life on the edge of the once 
famous “great plains” of the west, it is a record most worthy to be preserved 
and passed reverently to the yenurations which follow. 

To enable the future to have an intelligent grasp of the antecedents and 
early life of one who has heen su conspicuous a character in the history of 
Neosho eounty we shall preseni the records of the family as they come to us 
frou Warren county, Ohio, the birthpleuce of or subject. 

Febrnary 15, 1829, Benjamin M, Smith was borm to his parents, Abram 
ind Sarah (Matlock) Smith. The latter was a daughter of Benjamin Matlock 
und the Smiths and the Matloeks were both indivenous to the state of New 
Jersey, Abram C. Smith and his young wife went into Ohio in the first years 
of the century just closed, settled in Warren county and there both died. 
Their children were thirteen in mumber, as follows. George, who died in 
Wabash county, Indiana; Mary, wife of Philip Mintel, of Warren county, Ohio; 
Elizabeth, who died single: Samuel, whe died in Chanute and is well remen- 
vered there; Hartha, deceased wife of Jonathan Haynes, of the home county in 
Ohio; Abigail, who married Dovid Adair and died in Chanute; Abraham, Sarah 
A. and John, all of whom passed away in Ohio; Benjamin, our subject; Charles, 
whose death is shrouded in mystery and whose burial place is unknown; Jab, 
who died at Sturgise, Michigan, and Lewis, the youngest, whose death occuryeil 
in his native state. 

Benjamin M. Smith spent his childhood and youth on the family home- 
stead in Ohio and was there educated only sparingly. At the age of twenty 
years he parted home ties and went into Clinton county, Ohio, where a 
brother-in-law was located and for whom he was 4 clerk in a store for fire 
years, From this point he went to Putnam county, Indiana, where he wae en- 
ployed at carpenter work and mill-wrighting for a time, and thence to Town 
and later to Georgia where lie spent part of 1856, returning to Indiana in the 
fall of that year. In the arly epring of 1857 he went to Sturgiss, Michigan, 
whore his brother resided. and while there the notion to go to Kansas took 
forcible possession of him and he set out alone, going to St. Louis by rail and 
from there by boat to Leavenworth where he landed on the 19th of April, 1857. 
He fell in company with other axplorers like himself and they scoured Leayen- 
worth on arrival for a stopping place for the night, Every hotel and tavern 
was full to overflowing at the best they could do was to get permission to 
sit by the stove in one of them, which they did, thus spending their first nights 
in Kansas. The next day Mr. Smith went to Lawrence and the next to 
‘Topeka where he prospected for claims on the Deleware Indian reservation. 
He and two others pooled tnterests and each located a claim on this Trust land. 
While waiting for the sale of the land they put in their time in a stone quarry 
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and at whatever other jobs of work that presented themselves for the moment. 
To August they made the payment required by law on their lands, built native 
lionber shanties and made such other improvements as was necessary to hyld 
their claims. In the fall in campany with a party he filled out a rig and drove 
down into the Neosho river country on 4 sight-seeing tour and without intention 
of making a location, They halted about a mile north of the Osage Indian 
village, where our subject decided to locale, the other party relarniig to 
Topeka. The following spring—1858—Mr, Sinith helped purchase a saw mill 
which wae brought into the eounty—the first of its character—and logated in 
the timber near Chetopa’s band of Osuyes where the manufacture of lumber 
for the settlers was first begun. Desiring to establish a trading post with the 
Indians, he rode over to Fort Scott to got a permit from the Indian Agent, P, 
BP. Elder, now of Ottawa, Kansas, but the agent was too exorbitant in his 
charges and the license was not securoad. But trading with the Indians dous 
not seem to have been delayed or hampered by reason of this failure and for 
Tmhany Yeas his store was oue of the prominunt places of rendezvous in all 
southern Kansas. With his store, his saw enill and his cattle and pony interests, 
for many years the income of por enhject was considerable for that time. When 
the Osayes moved their village te the “Monnd” near where Cherryvale now is, 
at their argent request Mr, Smith moved his store to their new location and 
was enyayed in trading at thie point daring the civil war, 

An Incident whieh oecurred during those yeara is worth relating, 4 
ban of horsemen, eighteen in namie, appeared in that locality. They were 
pursued by the Little Osayes, overtaken on the banks of the Verdigris and 
after a short, sharp engavement, were defeated, butchered, robbed and left 
nnturied. The fact cane to the knowledge of Mr. Smith and he reproved the 
Indians for their barbarity, They jnetified the act by saying that they had 
anly deetroyed the Great White Father's aneny. He asked them how they 
knew, They said because the men had papers showing they were enemies; and 
iu proof of it one of the Indiana, “Big TLill Joe,” who had beer educated in 
(he Mission school and could read and write, produced the papers which 
showed that the party lad been sent ont from Little Rock, Arkansas, nuder 
atithority of General ff. Kirby Smith, on a recruiting expedition. There was a 
colonel’s, captain’ and lieutenant’s commission amoueg the papers. The sn 
position was that the party had wot lost and had fallen into the hands of the 
Tndians who slaughtered them and had then attempted to justify the act. by the 
yw pers found on the bodies. Mr. Smith conununicated the facts to Major Haes, 
commanding the Tuited States troops at Humboldt, who amt ont a equad 
under Captain Dowdney and gave the bodies burial. 

In the operation of the saw mill on the Neosho river, Mv. Smith was head 
sawver, and really, the drive wheel of the concern. The only serions amd almost 
fatal accident whieh he ever met with oceurred same months after the aill wae 
installed, A log had been louded upon the carriage with the bow out instead 
of up, as is the correct way, and the saw etarted through it to take off the 
first slab but it pinched the saw and failed fo shake loose the slab for the 
carrier. Mr. Smith backed the carriage clear of the saw, threw off the power 
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and, in jis effort to make the pext mcessury move stooped and his feat slipped 
and his body was thrown forward onte the saw frame with bis head alongside 
the saw. The large cireulay saw wus vel in considerable motion and it entered 
his right shoulder. severing the eollar bone and cutting a long gash two inches 
deep aud letting hit ehoulder drop down. Surgical aid was near and food treat- 
invent healed the wound rapidly aud no bad effects are felt from if now, 

Another incident took place during his career us a post trader in Neosho 
county whieh served fo pive our subject one of the worst scarea of his life, 
and if was the only time in his life that he ever feared vengeance from the 
fudiank, ‘Two halfdronken bucks came inte his cabin ane evening and -t 
begying Sor tobaceo. They insisted on having one of the long Tull plugs as a 
pitt instead of just o chew ws the proprictar felt they were entitled to. This 
refusal finally enraged them and one made» dart for a corner containing some 
firearms while the other sprang toward Mr. Swnith with an open knife. The 
lator was using & heavy poker at the tireplace at the time and raised if 
deflaner when he saw the sittation and ne man stopped; while one of the 
bove who happened to he in the store grabbed an ax handle and with it made 
a large welt on the other Indian's head, He yelled Woah! and both made 
tracks for the tribe near by. ‘Chat night was one of terror te the post trader 
and his friends, They arnied themselves and barricaded their quarters and 
awoited an attack but none was made. Barly the next morning Mr. Smith 
rode down the river lo an old French traders, Godfrey, to relate his experience 
and learn the probable result, The old trader asked our subjcet what he did, 
wid he answered with an aceownl of the last act, and followed it with a question 
to the Frenchinan as to what he would have done, ‘The latter replied that 
Smith had dene just right, except that he—the trader— would haye kicked 
the Indiane off the place. This information solyed for My, Smith the char- 
weter of the Osages, and they never worried lim again, 

In the eattle industry of Neushu county Mr, Smith became one of the fore- 
most dealers nid growers. Ile had aw wide range for his herds and they fed 
slong ‘ull the streams for males around Chanute. When there was not a tree 
on the townsite of this thriving city his cattle grazed over it and there was no 
thought that it would ever be otherwise. He closed oul his stock business when 
Tioga started and became identified with its growth, He erected a livery stable, 
the one which recently occupied the lot east of the Delmonico hotel, to which 
spol it was moved after the consolidation, and also a large hall for dancing, 
preaching and general entertainment, hear the livery stable, using the lower 
part of it as a depot tor beverages with which to refresh strangers and others 
us they passed on their daily rounds, When Tioga and New Chicago got mar- 
ried and Chanute was born these buildings were moved, went into other hands 
and performed their part in housing the early history makers of Chanute. 

For some years now Mr, Smith has not been in active business. His farnis 
and his eity property have finished him with suilicient diversion to lift the 
weight of time from his shoulders and he is in the enjoyment of a comfortable 
and welcome home with a nephew, William Smith. He has been a man without 
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political ambition but wae uominated for treasurer of Neosho eounty and 
defeated, the first election ever held, 

Mr. Smith has gone through life alone, except for the interest and company 
uf Yelatives and friends. THe joined the ddd Fellows in Bainbridge, Putnam 
county, Indiana, in 1853, and the year following was made a Master Mason in 
the same place; was nude a Royal Arch: Mason ut Humboldt, Kansas, and hus 
for many years hell membership in the lodges at Chanute, 


JAMES MONTGOMERY ALLEN—The gentleman whose name intro- 
dates this article is a worthy representative of one of the leading pionewr 
families of Neosho vounty. te has watched its growth and development for 
more than Hurty-seven years wid in that era be has aided in the management 
of its affairs unel in the promotion of some of its substantial interests. 

The family te which our subject belongs had a representative at the 
puoneering of Putnam cowity, Indiana, in the person of Robert N. Allen, 
who crossed the Ohio river inte that wooded conntry about 1825 and entered a 
part of the public detain, becoming a successful farmer therein and reachiny 
_ a substantial and independent financial position. Robert N. Allen was born an 
(een river in the state of Kentueky in 1786, but his parents moved up near 
Shelbyville, that state, where be come to manhood and was married, [is 
parents were ameng the first settlers of Kentucky, moving there from the 
yalley of the Shenandoah in the Ole Dominion state, 

Wee lis wile, Robert N, Allen iarried Elizabeth Talbott, a daughter 
of Willlam "Talbott of the state of Kentucky. She died at Green castle, Indiana, 
in 1860, while her husband survived her sixteen years, dying at Bloomington, 
the same slate, in the ventury anniversary of our national birth. The children 
of this venerable couple were, Sarah, wife of Joseph Allen, of Wichita, Kansas, 
where she died in 190L: Arthur P.. of Brie, Kansas; liza, who died at Bloom- 
ington, Indiana, in 180, we Mrs. W. J. Allen; Mary, wife of John DelFord, 
of Ottawa, Kunsas; James M., of this reviews Judge H.C. Allen, of Indinn- 
apolis, Indiana; and Robert N., of Chanute, Kansans. 

Juiws M, Allen, our subject. learned farming in his youth on lis father’s 
estate. In 1860 the latter took his fninily te Greencastle to reside, when out 
subject untered Asbury University with the hope that events would so shape 
themselves that he could wequire a colleyiate edacation, He wus in the institu- 
tion from September till April following, when the President's call for troops 
to quell the rehellion drew him away from his classes and inte the army. He 
enlisted on the 16th of the wanth in Company K, Sixteeuth Didiana infantry 
under Col. TP. A. Hackleman, When his year’s service expired Mr, Allen re- 
enlisted in Compuny 7, of the same regiment, then commanded by Coloiiel 
Luwas, and served around TRichinond, Kentucky, and with Sherman in the 
Mississippi country where his regiment took purt im the battle of Arkansas Poat 
and the seige of Viekebury, Tho Sixteenth then went to New Orleans with the 
thirteenth corps and saw the rest of the eerviea in that department. 
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Te was taken prisoner at Snaggy Point and held six months at Tyler, 
‘Texas, prison from whieh he escaped and in an effort to cross the Sabine river 
lost his «lothes, was recaptured and finally exchanged October 20, 1864, at the 
mouth of Red River, Ile saw es much real service as the average four year 
man, wos slightly wounded at Arkansas Post and before Vicksbarg, and return- 
ed to his home with the conviction that he did what he could for the preser- 
vation of the Union. 

James M. Allen was born in Putnam county, Didinnn, January 31, 184%. 
When bis long mililary service terminated by his muster out on the 20th af 
July, 1865 he felt that he wanted te come west aud ou the firat of Angost 
following he set ont on his jowney, At Kansas City he fell in with Colonel 
Mitchell and Major Pendergrses, who came to Nevebo county snd settled ut the 
aime time. 

Mr. Allen remained on his preemption five years when he sold it and 
Moved out to the pratrivs of Canville townehip, now in Erie township, where 
he engaged in farming and handling stock for thirteen years. In 1883 he 
became a resident of Erie, the county seat, and, in company with Will T. Allen 
organize! the State Rank of Krie, now the Allen State Bank. They began bus- 
incss November 8, 1884, and on that day sixteen years afterward our subject 
peraes from all connection with it and soon afterward brought his family to 
Chanute, 

The political history of the Allens shows them to haye originally been 
Whigs, then Republicans, and later still, of other political beliefs, The first 
presidential yote east by our subject was for General Grant and he remained 
a reptblican till L878 when he espoused the Greenback cause. Up to that 
dale he liad attended every Republican county or district convention and he 
served in the Legisliture of the state as a Republican. Ife was elected in 1879 
and defeated Hon, C. °. Thuteliings now of Kausas City, Kansas. While in the 
body Le gave his warmest support to the bill which is now the law of the state 
making taxes puyable semi-annually instead of annually as formerly. In 1867 
hu was olected aaucmber of the board ef county commissioners and again re- 
elected in 1871, being chairman of the bourd his second term. From the 
Greenback party Mr. Allen went te the forces of politival reform and when 
the Populist party was organized he beeame one of its chief advisers and 
lie seted with if thronyhout all it suceveses and defeats. 

August 27, 1867, Jnines M. Allen took in marriage the hand of Miss 
Eva Foster, 2 daughter of Henry Foster, of Bainbridge, Indiana. he issue 
of this union are, John F., of Chanute, whose wife was, nee, Mabel Philips; 
Sne L., wife of Ed. EK. Rosebush, of Florence, Kansas; Clay, of Muskogee, 
Tndian Territory; and Ada, who is with the family cirele. 

Aa lw comes into the evening of life we find Mr, Allen retired from the 
arduous cares of active business and in the enjoyment of the reward of past 
years of toil. His life has been an industrious one and has had its successes and 
its reverees, but the latter only served to sharpen and intensify his desire for the 
former. Te fraternizes readily with his fellow men and seems to be in the 
world for the use he can be to it and for the happiness and comforts that it 
supplies. Te is a man worthy to be known and greatly to be appreciated, 
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DAVID L, HOWSTON—Prominent among those who may rightly he 
termed jloneers of Neosho county is the Honstun family whieh is worthily vepre- 
sented by the subject of this personal sketch. He is a son of James Houston, the 
late esteemed Sounder of the fnmily in this western meeca of etvilization, and 
was born July 11, 1854 1m Rockbridge county, Virginia, where his ancestors for 
several generations were born, lived and died. James Houston wus boru in 
180d, and was a son of Thomas Tloneten, who passed his life in the Old 
Dominion statu na a planter and there reared a fumily of four sons and u 
daughter, The formur were Jolin, who died in Indiana: James, our subject's 
father; Samuel, who died ut Larned, Kansas; William, who is supposed to have 
enlisted for the Mextetn war, but hae not sinee been heard from; and Mrs. 
Hurvey. of southern T1linis. 

Janes Houston was educated limitedly in the schools popular in his day, 
amd to his station, was inarried in his native state to Margaret Leech, who 
aurvives wf the ae of eighty-six years, and was engaged in the cultivation of the 
aoil there till the wear 1459 when he migrated to Champaign county, Illinois, 
and there remained) til his departure for the prarics of Kansas in the spring 
of 1866, On the Sth of May of that year he eroseed the Neosho river just above 
Chanute aud immediately zelectod tor his clainy the farm which his son, our 
subject now reeties on. lor a time he remained in wndisturbed and peaceable 
poseeasion Of his land, hivt, as 1b was one of the “odd sections” within the limits 
of the grant to the railroad, he eventually beeame involved, with hundreds of 
othere, ino lewal contest which dragged along for several yenrs and was finally 
decided im favor of the settler, The uncertainty of the outcome of the law- 
aut cid not soem to disconeort or discourage him for Father Houston continued 
the improvement and domestic developracnt of his farm, preparing it for his 
comfortable residence, which it remained during his declining years. Ele liye 
a qiniet Christian life, revered by his friends and, at his death, mourned by all. 
His marriage ocevrred in 1836, and his death in September, 1890, His child- 
ren were Daniel, Thomas, Samuel and John, all deceased; Eliza J., wife of 3. 
5. Diclanson, of Larned, Kansas, and David L,, our subject, 

Mr. Houston, of this review, was twelve years of age when he came to 
Neosho county, The education he obtamed was of a country school character 
and the years of his youth and manhood were passed in the atmosphere and 
under the influence of the homestead on the Neosho, Farming and stock- 
rising las recevyed all lis attention and the old home of two bundred [ifteen 
acres, & part of which was bis original entry, and an eighty acre tract in the 
proved oil belt of the river bottom constitutes the realty holdings which haye re- 
sulted from his life of snecessful effort. 

March 8, 1881, D. L, Hotsten married Allie BE. Cole, a sister of Lemuel 
A. Cole, reference to whom is made in this volume. The children of this 
union are Ethel E. and Ifazel, ‘he politics of the Houstons is double-diz 
tilled and concentrated Republicanism. It comea to our subject from both 
his paternal and maternal ancestry and nothing political short of the party 
which bears the genuine brand has any attraction for him, He has served his 
township as trustee and las contributed his liberal portion toward Republican 
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surcess In Neoeho county. Fraternally he is an Odd Fellow and he holds mem- 


bership in the Anwient Order of United Workmen and in the Kniglits and 
Lalies of Seewrity- j 


JESSE BK. PARSONS—One of the surviving pioncers of the Neosho 
Valley is Jusse Mi. Parsons, of Chanute, whese name introduers this briet 
nolice. THe waa one of the first to become identified with the settlement of the 
fertile valloy and his advent te it dates from the 14th of February, 1855, when 
his father, James Parsone, brought bis family te Allen county and settled 
near Tole where our subject epent fifteen years of his life and made some 
of his most interesting history. 

Mr. Parsons of this review was born tn Jackson county, Missouri, October 
20, 1839. ‘This county of his native state was eettled by the Parsons’ largely 
in the past cevtiury and the family was established there by James W. Parsons, 
paternal grandfather of our subject, who emigrated from Knox county, Ken- 
tuchky, where our subject’s father was born in 1809, The grandfather was a 
soldier in the war of 1812, was the father of nine children by Eliza Parsona, 
and dhed and Was buried northwest of Ladependenee, Missouri, 

James Marsons, father of the suljeet of this sketeh. was the Gfth child of 
his parents and was nutrried in Jackson county, Misseuri, to Ehzabeth Foster, 
who Wis born ii that county in 1811, married in 1828, went to Texas with 
her husband io IS. and settled in Tloplkins county whenee they exme to 
Kansis. She died in Visalia, California, June 3, 1001, and her husband died 
in Allen county, Kansas, June 8, 1860, The children of thie worthy pioneer 
couple were Thomas J, who died on the “*plaine* in 1848 while carrying yov- 
ernment supplies to the United States soldiers during the Mexiean war; H, 
Davis, Of Glen Rose, Texas; Louisa J... who died at Old Cofachique, in Allen 
county in 1857, and was the wife of Hamilton Bertrand; Ehzabeth, who muar- 
rial J. i. Lowery, of Visalia, California; Jesse K.; James, who died at Visalia, 
California, and Fannie D,, deceased wife of Col. C. 8, Clark of the Ninth 
Kansas cavalry. 

Jease E. Parzons was brought up on the frontier. His hfe as a student 
in school would amount, if ennimed up, to about three month= and what he 
learned of the three Rs was obtained largely by the domestic fireside. He 
began life aso farmer two and one-half miles northwest of Iola where he resided 
till he eame te Nevsho county in Mareh, 1270. He entered here » quarter of 
section 36, township 27, range 18. which he deeded and improved and enlti- 
vated till his removal to Chanute in 1889 and consequent retirement from the 
active work of the farm. 

Mr. Parsons enlisted in the summer of 1861 in Company C, First Kansas 
Cavalry, a battalion of six compunies, commanded by Col. 0. 5, Clark, The 
company re-enliated in October, 1561, and was mustered in in January follow- 
ing for three years in the Ninth cavalry, Col. Hd, Lyon, commanding, The 
regiment belonved to the frontivr zuards at first but was afterwards sent to 
the Seventh corps operating on Red River and in Lower Arkansas. The first 
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rebols were cneountered before the regiment got fairly away from home and 
before it was wniformed, but the firet real fylt occurred at Timbered Hills an 
dine, 1861, The chief engayements of the next year were Locust Grove and 
Nowtonia, Miseuuri, and im. 1863 the battle of Prairie Grove was fought and a 
sort of “reugleand-tumble” with the enemy was continued till the close of 
fir subjects term of eulishnent. Mr. Parsons entered the army ua a private, 
Was prowioted tom commission aud mustered out as Seoond Lieutenant of his 
COM Hun y. 

In the month of April, 1866, Mr. Parsons married Julia A. ‘Tye, 1 dangh- 
ter of Drary 8. Tye, who settled in Allen county, Kansas, in 1857, and wee 
from Barhour county, Kentueky, Mrs. Parsons was born in Barbourville, Keu- 
tucky, in 1841, and is the mother of the following shildren. Lowie D.; Walter 
Ly, who died July ¥, 1902; M. Alice; Charles C_; two sons and two daughters. 

Mr. Parsons was elected sheriff of Neosho county November, 1884, and heli 
thu office for tave years. Tle was for twenty-two years director of the schoo! 
board of Diatrict No. dt, this evunty, and bas at all times manifested a good 
citizen's interest in the general welfare of the community where he lived. He 
wis commissioned Second Lieutenant of Company C, Ninteonth Kansas Cav- 
aley, organized in October, 1808, for service on the frontier, his regiment 
covering the territory fram Fort Hays to Fort Sil! during the fall and winter of 
that year, 

In February, 1903, it will be forty-eight years sinco Mr. Parsons became 
i citizen of the Neosho Valley. Practically a half contury has passed oyer 
his head in the healthful air and under the sunny sky of Kansas, and yet 
time has been charitable to him. Uy spite of the many rough experiences of 
that era he is yet unincumbered with the weight of years. His mission, to help 
Nansae start on the road to her final great destiny, has been fulfilled and he 1s 
retired i the consciousness of a well-spent life, 


LEMUEL WH. COLE—A lifetime of intense activity in Neosho county, 
Kansas, is the record of the pioneer whose name introduces this personal 
review. Coming to the county as a youth of sixteen, in Angust, 1869, he has, 
from early manhood, been a loyal and devoted factor in the material, political 
and social development of it, fighting its industrial and commercial battles as 
asciduogsly and determinedly as he did her military oves and rounding oat his 
career in the full assurance of duty well and faithfully performed. 

Mr. Cole is one of “the landmarks” of Neosho county; not solely because 
he fs one of its first settlers, but heeause of the prominent relation he has sus- 
tained to it in the many phases of business life. Whether farmer, livestock 
dealer or counsellor in public affairs, his ripe judgment, (horough reliability 
and demonstrated integrity have been auxiliary elements to his snecese and 
rendered him a conspicuous figure amongst ditizens in private life, 

Qur subject came to Kansae with his father, Edwin H. Cole, who was 
well known among the earliest of Nensho county settlers, and who died here 
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in 1872 at the age of (ifty-one yeare. The family was direct from Jackson 
eounty, Missouri, to which point it lad emigrated from Hamilton county, 
Indiana, in 1857. In Switzerland county, the latter state, Lemne! H. Colo wae 
born on the 14th of Muy, 1844. Cornelius Cole, bis grandfather, pioneered 
to southeastern Indiana and eettled in Switzerland county in the fore part of the 
nineteenth century and spent bis remaining years there, He was horn to 
Pennsylvania. but his children were born in Indiana. 

Kdwin H. Cole grew up in Switzerland county, Indiana, and was married 
there to Rebeccu. Danner, o daughter of Trane Donner, a Virginian, and one 
of the firsl setilers iy the timbered country of “Old Switzerland.” Hie wife 
accompanial Mr, Colo through all his remoyals in Indiana, Missouri and Kan- 
us, id posed away in Neosho county in 1874 at the age of forty-nine. Her 
husband was a farmer and as snoeesstyl as the early day mon of his calling could 
be. Ll gave three yours to the military services of his country in the Ninth 
Kansas Cavalry, daring the rebellion, and after the war look a cloim two miles 
sonthenst of Chante which he deeded and improved and where he passed away, 
Ie was a Republican from the old Whig party but was without political aspi- 
rations or ombition, ‘he following children were born to this worthy couple, 
viz, Lomnel HL, or subjeet; W. M., with the Ransas City stoclyards people; 
Pormelia, wife of J, O, Ifarrison, of Lola, Kansas; Rosa, deceased wife of Eber 
D, Pearess George If, of the firm of Cole & Of, of Kansas City, Missouri, 
and Allie, who married D. lL. Llouston, of Neosho county, Kansas, 

L. H- Cole secured his education in Indiana, where he grew up amid raral 
environment. He aided his father in his operations in the weet preliminary io 
his establishing a home here, and when the civil war broke out he enlisted aa a 
private im the same company and regiment with his father; the latter cotn- 
monded by Colonel Lynn, and the company by Captain Coleman._ The regiment 
served on the border belween Missouri and Kansas and in the states of Missouri 
tiul Arkansas. The seryive it rendered was somewhat of a give-and-take charac- 
ter ond “Bushwhackere” ancl smal! hands of the enemy's troops came in for 
their share of drubbing from the Kansas boys. Mr. Cole was detailed ae a 
scout and while so en yt ing received a wound which, now, only serves as a 
mark to remind him of the experiences of his youth. He was discharged ct 
Leavenworh, Kansas, June 4, 1864. 

On renewing his acquaintanee with civil life Mr, Cole returned to his home 
ind Was soon in the midst of the duties of improving a claim which he tock up 
in Canyille Lownship, deeded and still owns as well as the old home of his 
father. He embarked in the cattle business as a raiser and when his cirewm- 
stunces justified the yenture le engaged in the live stock business as a shipper 
and about this time took up his residence in Chanute, It is in this latter occu- 
pation that he is best and most widely known. For more than twenty years has 
ha followed it and ils extent and importance has been such that his ie a 
familiar face to feeders and shippers and commission men 4]| nlong the line. 
Having an interest in the development of speed in Neosho county he was one 
of the organizers of and is the president of the Chanute Fair and Driving Park 
Association, 
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Mr. Cole was first married in September, 1865, lo Nancy Fisher, a daughter 
of Thomas Fisher, a North Carolina gentleman who came to Kansag ak a 
pioneer from Illinois. Mrs, Cole died in 1882, leaving the following children: 
Angie, wife of John Chrisman, of Anniston, Alabama: Addiv M., wile vf Harry 
Rolland, of Kansas City; Amy, of Chanute, and Waller, who died at twenty- 
four years. Jn December, 1885, Mr, Cole led to the marriage aller Miss 
Perneshia D, Ray, a daughter of Albert Ray, of Bond county, Dlinois, whose 
wife was, nec, Nannie Payne. An only child, Lemuel Ray, has been born to Mr, 
‘and Mrs, Cole. 

Our subject is not a fraternity inan . His membership in the Select 
Knights and in the Ancient Order of DTnited Workmen constitute his connec- 
tions with secret societies. His wife holds a membership in the Degree of 
Honor, the women’s auxiliary to the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and 
in this order shu is the central figure in Kansas. Tn May, 1901, she was 
chosen Grand Chief of Honor of the Degree of Honor, and is conducting a cam- 
paign for the growth and welfare of the order. She enjoys the wnusnal dis- 
tinction of having been chosen Chief from the floor of the lodge room, as a“ 
private as it were, instead of udvancine to the position by successive steps and 
as a reward for long service in lower epheres. This selection cue to her as a 
compliment to her worth and ability and not as a resoll of political manipula- 
tion, as is se frequently the case. 

Mr. Cole’s political bietory ia short and can be summed ap in the state- 
ment that he is a atepublican. He hus voted the ticket. longer in Neosho 
county than any other wan und his familiar countenance has often been seen 
in party wonventions. He has been a lifetime friend of public education, has 
eerved on the school board in his country district and is now serving on the 
Chanute City Council, 


| THEOPHILUS P. LEECII—Among the early settlers on the Osage 

Ceded Lands of Neosho county is one whose identity with the great legal 
struggle which removed the cloud from the title to the odd sections of that do- 
main and patented them to actual settlers, was prominent and whose sincerity 
and integrity as a citizon has over been acknowledged. He was one of the 
first to enter land in Shiloh township, where he still resides, and as a public © 
official, a citizen and a man the county which he has served does him honor, Jn 
this connection we refer to T, P. Leech, the subject of this review. 

Mr, Leech came to Kansas from Edgar county Tlinois, where he bad 
resided temporarily teaching school, and in the hope of benefitting his health, 
and it was in the autumn of 1869 that he entered the wilderness of Shiloh 
township, Neosho county, and took up a quarter of section 28, township 30, 
range 18 and engaged in the work of building a home. His means were limited 
to his savings of a dozen years as a teacher in the statea of Illinois and Ohio 
and with the exception of his stock of energy and industry, constituted lis 
tangible and snbsfantial resource, In the third of a century which has elapsed 
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a pradnetive and subetantially ineproved farua has risen from the tangled roots 
of the prarie grass, from the simplicity and beauty of nature to the symmetry 
mul beanty of art. 

Korn in Adams county, Ohio, Jie 25, 1858, our subject is a son of 
William and Latha (Barrett) Level, both native of Adame county, Ohio, 
the former boru mm Oetober, 1800, and the latter March 15, 1812, William 
Loech passed his life as a farmer andl died in 1859, He wis a son of John 
Looch, born tn Pennsylvania, and moved into Ohio daring the first yeare of its 
history asa state. He died in Adame county us the father of John, Samuel, 
William and James, and twe dunghters. His forefathers were Mnylish ani 
Seoteh and the pioneer aneestor who cstublished the family in Amerion did sy 
ala very early day in our mitional history, Joho Barrett, the maternal grad. 
father of our sulject, move to Olio from Virginia. THe was, like the 
Leechs, a farmer and was the father of six chuldren of whom Latha was the 
youngest, ‘The latter lived to be nearly ninety years of age, dying in Neosho 
county, Kansae, Pebruaey, 100. Ter children were William, of Etna, Okla- 
homa: Theaphilue I’; David. of Neosho county: Naney, wife of A. TL Lock- 
hart, of the sume county: Sumuel, of Neosho county, and Louisa, who married 
M. 8. Haskin and resides in Neosho county. 

T. P. Loweh pussed his youth on the farm and acquired # liberal education 
im the country and in the high school and academy at Manchester. He engaged 
in teaching when young and followed it for twelve years, The circumstances 
of his failing health caused lis removal from lis native state and his abaned- 
opment of the sehool room, The vigor of the western climate and the rough- 
and-turble of the “elaim™” brought him health and the ceaseless activity of 
the farin carried hitn loward wealth and it can be said that his coming hither 
benefitted not only himself bot Neosho county as well. 

December 25, 1861, Mr. Leech wus first married. His wife was Sarah, a 
daughter of Knoch Lawson aml Klizobeth (Watson) Lawson, In February, 
1863, Mrs. Leevh died leaving a daughter, Nellie F., wife of John Decker, of 
Neosho county, whose children are lla, Rosa, Alva and . Mareh 3, 
1872, Mr. Leeeh married his first wite’s sister, Susan Lawson. who is the 
mother of an ouly child, John 'T. Leech. ‘The latter married Lola Swope and 
has three children, vis: Ralph, Ray and Karl, 

Tn Ls!) Mr, Leech engaged in the grain business in Thayur, turning the 
native work of the farm over to his son. THe hed yviven twenty-seven years to 
its enltivation and welfure anid if the change was in the nature of a rest he 
was entitled to i The affairs of his gerard and his county were nof 
neglected by him during the early years of their history for he was called to 
serve in public as well ae in private life. He has been an official of Shiloh 
township where he demonstrated the same mtegrity and efficieney character- 
istic of him in other fields. Until 1800 he was an independent voter with 
Denioeratic leanings, but when the great upheaval in polities occurred in 
Kansas he joined forces with the Popnlists and wae aetive with the party 
from the first. Ho was a delegate to the Cincinnati Conference, which led wp 
to the organization of the People’s Party and was a member of the Omaha 
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National convention of the party which convened az a reault of the conference. 
He is a man of ideas rathur than of party and if a proposition suits him be 
endorses it and not in particular the party which ecepouses it. He wus a 
member of the stute lwislature in 1873 and 1874 and was instrumental tp 
passing a bill appropriating the sum of $2500 to aid the settlers of the 
contested belt of the Osage Culed Lands in maintaining their action againet 
the railroad company to declare their claim invalid. Tn the fall of 1874 he was 
elected county superintendent of Neosho county and held the office two 
years. Tn 1889 he wae choeen county commissioner and filled the office one 
term. While his service ip behalf of his county and township was disinter- 
ested and uneelfiah, and won the stamp of public approval, yet it was eclipeed 
hy his serview to the people as a member of the ‘Settlers’ League” during its 
fight with the L. Le & G. Railway Company fer the contested lands in tho 
Osigd reservation. Mr. Leeeh’s entry was not a part of the disputed grant 
und his title was not im jeopardy as was those of the odd sections, but he joined 
his neighbors to help them either lo win a great victory or go down with 
thom in defeat, His capability and (raining recommended him for a place on 
the committee of managers of the League and he was thereby brought into 
lose contact with the real inwardness of the case. With the other members 
of this important committee he was active in the accumulation of evidence, in 
the counseling with their attorneys and in offering suggestions looking toward 
the successful termination of the lawsuit, Tor eight years and from the 
lowest court to the highest wae this question litigated and when, at last, the 
yerdict was vendered in favor of the settler one of the greatest civil cases on 
record ended with a righteous yerdict and to the glory and harmony of the 
harily settler of Neosho county. 


ANDREW P. GIBSON—Widely and favorably known as a citizen and 
prominently identified with the farming and stock interests of Neosho county 
ie Captain Andrew P, Gibson, of this reviow. As a settler he dates among the 
first to settle the prairies, having located on Rig Creek in the year 1870 where he 
purchased a tract of school land, then wild and unimproved as nature had left 
it, Out of the vears whieh have since elapsed has come the magnitude of his 
possessions and the stability and independence of his financial position, placing 
him in the foreground of Neosho county’s eurcess{ul men. 

Our subject. is a native of Indiana, haying been born in Marion county 
on the 12th of June, 1837, His people were Kentuckians, in Bourbon county 
of which state his father, James M. Gibson, was born in 1797 and in which 
atate he married Polly Tamm who was born there in 1802. The parents 
settled in Marion county, Indiana, in the early thirties and resider there till 
1842, when they removed to Mercer county, Illinois, and there died; the father 
in 1855, and the mother in 1852, Of thelr ten children a three survive, as 
follows; Mrs. Mary A. Noble, of Humboldt, Kaneas; Andrew P., and Mrs. 
A. P. Finch, of Chanute, Those deceased are Huldah, James H,, William A., 
Marvin, Louisa J., Amanda F. and John O, 
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Andrew P. Gibson grew up on a farm in Mercer county, [Mlinois, and was 
left an orphan af the age of eighteen years. Tle acquired a fair education in 
the country schools at lis command and exhibited an aptitude and a fondness 
for trading early in life, His handling of horses and cattle in this way proved 
protitable and he took board ate hotel and engaged m it as a business. He 
jJoned o company in 1858 and crossed the “plains’® to Colorado where he was 
one of twenty- seven to diseover wold in California Gulch, now the Leadville 
istrict. THe owned mine number 3 in the Gulch, by right of discovery, which 
he worked till his supplies were exhausted. Returning to St. Josaph. Missouri, 
for more supplies, he Jearned of the firmg on Fort Sumpter and the ontbreak 
of the civil war. His patriotisiy burning within him he deserted his diggings 
ih the Roekies and hastened to his home in Mlineie where, in July, 1861, he an- 
listed as a privute in Company 1, Forty-fifli Tlinoie Voluteer Infantry. His 
regiinant buwame a part of the troops operating wider General Grant at Port 
Donelson and if remaiovd with Ut commander in wll his engayements along 
ihe Missiesippi river and alsewhere to Chattanooga, Tennessee The 45th 
Hlinoia wae the first to heist the stars and stripes over Vicksburg after its 
surrender and, a8 provost officer, our subject marched into the captured city 
at the head of the victorious army. After the settlement of the situation al: 
Chattanooua, Missionary Tidge and Lookout Mountain, this regiment weut 
onthe Atlante campaign and seconpanied Sherman’s army to the sea. Return- 
ing toward Washington if aifled in the reduction of the wavering Confederacy, 
the capture of Johneton’s army, and the close of the war. Ite last public 
servive was to partidipate in the Grand Review at the National eapital and our 
subject was with it, and an official part of it nearly all the way through. The 
nearest call to a wound he had was whon his shoulder strap was shot away and 
he was never taken prisoner and never server] @ day in the hospital He was 
tuken from the ranks and comunissioned a second heutenant, was promoted to 
first lieutenant, and finally made captain of hie company. He was mustererl 
aut in June, 1865, with his regiment, and returned home a veteran volunteer 
of the rebellion. 

November 8, 1865, Captain Gibson was united in marriage with Nettie E., 
a danghter of Clinton G, Taylor, born in New York state February 2, 1859, 
When five years old Mrs. Gibson moved with her father to Whiteside county, 
Illinois, and later on removed f Rock Island county, where she rame to 
womanhood. Clinton G. Taylor married Eliza M. Karnes of New York, and 
died at Galesburg, Illnois, in 1872. His widow is a resident of Ottawa, Kan- 
sis, in full possession of her faculties at the age of ninety-one. Their children 
were seyen in number, five of whom survive. Leona A., Nettie F., Rev, Mark 
a of Brooklyn, New York; Grant H., Arthur L., of Iola, Kansas; Asa, G., and 

lla CO. 

Captain Gibson farmed five years in Illinois after his marriage and came 
to Neosho county, Kansas. He erected a small log house on his quarter of 
land and the one room down stairs and the one “up-stairs” provided their 
domestic acconmmedations for some years. He brought with him to Kansas 
hwo teams and six hundred dollars and has brought to his possessions nine 
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hondred eighty aoares of land, three hundred seventy of which he hus diverted 
to his son and the remainder still a part of his estate. We hae long sinee 
erected a fine commodious residence and his large barn is the third one to 
avcupy the same: foundation; the others, with contents of lay, grain, imple- 
ments and stock, haying been destroyed hy fire, He has come to be one of 
the heaviest feeders and shippers of eattle and hogs from his eounty, four 
hundred head of the former going trom his pens to market every ordinary year. 
His firet experionce im the feeding of cattle began with a yoke of oxen with 
whioh he broke praric. He fatted them in an old log stable and when ready 
Yor market he could not pase them through the door and one side of the 
huilding had to come out to permit their escape from prison. 

In the polities of Neosho county, Captain Gibson has been nist active 
and influential, He isa staunch Republican and represented his district in the 
state legislature in 1875. He was o delegate to the Republican National eon- 
vention of Minntepolis in 1884 when Blaine and Legan bevame the party 
nominees. He was an ardent admirer and personal riend of General Loguu. 

The children of Captuin and Mors. Gibeon sarviving, are Mark G. and Ruth 
,, and those deceased are Bertha L., Clinton J. and Ben C. 

February 2, 1902, all the widows of settlers as early as 1870 were invited 
by Captain Gibson to his home to «4 reunion and nine ladies were present and 
honored the invitution, Reminiscences of the early times were mdulged im 
freely and, in spirit, old age gave way to youth, for the time being, and the 
mecting was one of the events of Big Creek township. By a study of the 
situation at the meeting, Captain Gibson was discovered to be the only male 
survivor on the creek who settled there in the year whose inemory they were 
eilled tomether ta celebrate. | 
As a citizen Captain Gibson is sbove reproach and without suspicion of 
evil. While he has been earnestly devoted to his personal interests, the spirit 
of humanity has ever pervaded him and he has lent a baud to the straggling 
aod deserving poor, Wherever duty called him, whether as plainsman, soldier, 
farmer, or in the whirl of politics, he has gone about it with the same earnest 
contidence in the accomplishment of bis purpose. He is a genuine character of 
his county and Big Creek township furnishes no more worthy or honored em. 


CHARLES A, B, JACKSON—Among the genuine pioneers of Neosho 
county is ©. A, B. Jackson, the subject of this notive. THe has lived on 
Vegetarian Croek since boyhood and his residence occupies the spot where 
the “Vegetarian Colony” was established, and which is discussed mlsewhere in 
this volume. Mr, Jackson is a son of the prominent pionecr, Thomas Jackson, 
who was a leading factor in the early affairs of the county and who was a special 
friend of the Qsage chief, Little Bear, and on intimate terms with the whole 
Osage tribe. Mr. Jackson, Sr., came to Kansas and settled in Neosho county 
in June, 1857. His first location was on what is now known as the Garoot 
farm bot the Comanche Indians were so oear and eo treachervus that he 
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crossel the river and entered, in time, the tract which the “Vegetarians” desert- 
ed. He became early a warm friend of the Indian and each roaating-ear time 
he gave them a green corn feast. Te was of such value to the settlers in 
mediating between them and the red men, and ut one time saved the life of 
John Garoot, the pioneer, who Had slain one of the tribe and was sentenced hy 
them to be burned ut the stake. He never had o horse stolen that was not 
returned, nor never suffered phivsival or financial injury at the hands of his 
savage neighbors. At the first election held in the county it is said that only 
fourteen men voted and Mr. Jackson was one of these. The election was held 
at Canville’s trading post, almast on the site of Shaw, Neosho county. He 
was & member of one of the first boards of county commissioners, Clay, Allen 
and Willioma having served with him on different boards, He was a member 
of the Kansas militia during the war and in politics was a Democrat. 

Thomas Jackson was born in North Carolina in 1805,, and was a son of 
Renhen Jackson who died in the “Tarheel State” at one hundred and five 
years old, and was a soldier in the war of 1812, In 1821 he took his family 
into Indiana and located four miles north of Rochester, in Fulton eounty. 
There Thomas Jackson came to manhood and was engaged for many yearé in 
(he business of keeping a stage barn on the Tippecanoe river, THe marriod 
Hannah Walls, a daughter of the Watts’ of Virginia, and her father was one 
of the first settlers of Fulton county, Indians. Mrs. Jaekson died im 1870 and 
her hushand in 1871. ‘Their children were Seth, who died in Neosho county 
im TSSA; John, deceased; William, who died in Indiana; Isracl, who died 
in Neosho county: Charles A. B.. born September 1. 1855. Onur subjeet is 
the youngest snd ouly surviver of lis father’s family anc has spent all bat two 
years of his life in Neosho county, He was first married March 2, 1875; his 
wife being Ehvabeth Akers, who came to Kansas from Illinois with her father, 
Mr. Akers’ first. wife was Elizabeth Crawford, whose first husband was a 
Wills. By her first marriage a son, Samael, of Walla Walla, Washington, was 
born, By her second husband the following children were born. Abe, deceas- 
ed: John, of New Mexico; Kate, wife of Samael Nigh. of Neosho county; 
Elizabeth, deceased wife of our subject. Mr. Akers married Mary Staley for 
bis second’ wife anf had two ehuldren, ————, of Tioga township, and 
Anderson, of Oklehoma. 

Mr. Jackson’s children by his firstanarriage are Clarence, of Wilson county ; 
Ete M., wife of Brown Wells, of Chanute, and Lawrence G. In 189% Mrs. 
Jackson died and in 1896 Mr. Jackson married Mrs. Maggie Minister, a. 
daughter of Patrick Tughes, of Murshall, Missouri, The children of Mrs. 
Jackson are by her firet husband ————— Minister, and are Mary, Frank P. 
and Nellie. 

Like hie father, Mr. Jackeon has devoted his hfe to the farm. THis 
place is in eection 3, township 27, range 18, and ia the northwest quarter of 
the section. His is an historic family amid historic surronndings and hoth 
are interesting to the searcher after facts relating to Neosho connty history. 
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GEORGE W. GREBE—The retired merchant of Chanute whose natme 
introcuces this revord is one of the carly settlers of Woodson county, where, in 
Perry township, he entered a piece of the public domain and became a per- 
manent settler. It was in the epring of 1870 that he established himself among 
the pioneers farmers of South Woodsen, poor in purse, bat rich in industry and 
experionod, and in the autumn of the same year ho opened a frontier store ut 
Center Ridge, with a wagon load of woods ns his stock. and began a career 
whieh has been marked with success and which his finally terminated with 
his voluntary retirement from business toward the evening of life. 

Mr. Grebe had been a merehant in the east before his removal to Kanens 
and the mismanagement of his partner led io the fimancial undoing of the 
firm. To recuperate and rebuild his fortunes in the east secmed inipossible 
To ovr subject and he brought his family und his seint moans to Kansas, He 
improved his new farm along with the conduct of his store at Center Ridge 
and as his profits acemmulatal he replenished and increased his stock, freight- 
ing his yoods from Hinnboldt twenty miles away. He remained a prosperous 
country merehant until 1890 when he disposed of his interests in Woodson 
county and left there with nearly tem thousand dollars, 

Reantering bueiness in Elumboldt hw became » partner with H. Tholeo 
in the wholesale grocery business and the fires of Tholen & Grebe existed and 
did a profitably luweiness for three years. Retiring from this counection, Mr, 
Grobe purchased the wracery atock of Geo. N. Lindsay, of Chanute, moved hia 
family hither and was identified with the retail Wueiness till 16897 when he 
again bevamne a wholesale grover and bwlt wp & prosperous bueiness and con- 
ducted it five years. January 1, 1902, he soli his business to Frank Knakal 
and Matthew Sommer, which sale marked the clos of his long and active 
hosiness connection with his locality. 

George W. Grebe was born in Madiaon, Indiana, Oclober 14, 1839. His 
father, Jacob Grebe, was one of the early merchants of the old river town where 
he engaged in business about 1820. The latter wae born in Waldek, Germany, 
in 1800, was the son of a farmer and came to the United States at the apy 
of sixteen years. He drifted into Mudizon, yet in his yonth, and soon took up 
merchantile pursuits there. He vontinued business successfully and retired to 
his farm in the wood near by in 1848 and was identified with the country, 
farming and teaching his children habits of industry, tll his death in 185%, 
For his wife he married Mary Buhler, who died tn 1876, and was the mother 
of eight children, of which number the following survive, viz., Jacob, of Wis- 
consin ; Charles, Selia and Simeon, of Madison, Indiana, and George W., and 
John, of Oklahoma. Celia is the wife of Edward Kampe ancl has « family. 

The education of our subject was contined largely to the rural echools 
and was, therefore, limited in extent. He passed his life chiefly on his father's 
farm till his enlistment in the volunteer army for the civil war. In April, 
1861, he joined Company B, Sixth Indiana Infantry—three months service, 
and took part in the campaigns in West Virginia of that date. He was in the 
hattles of Phillippi and Carricks’ Ford and was discharged and returned home 
at the expiration of his enlistment. He enlisted in August, 1862 in Company 
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A, Fighty-second Indiana Infantry, for three yoars. The regiment was orgau- 
izedl at Madison and went into the field in time to encounter Bragy at Perry- 
ville, Kentucky. After the battle of Stone river the regiment. wintered near 
the scene and began the Tennessee campaign the next spring, Chickamanga 
hattle was fought among others duriug this campaign and the army wintered 
af Chattanooga neur by, In the spring of 1864 Mr, Grebe was detailed for 
duty m Washington, D. C., and, later, in Fort Schuyler in New York harbor, 
ancl was disvharged from thy serviee in February, 1865. Pate passed him 
through the war without aceilent or injury, He enlisted ae a private and 
Was nustered out ns a sergeant if his company. 

The first year after his return to civil life Mr. Grebe passed on the farm 
near Madison. He opened a store in that place in 1806 and was prosperously 
engayed for three years, Misfortune overtook the firm im the manner briedl 
mentionad ubove and in the full of 1869 our subject removed himself from the 
seenes of hia childhood aud became a zetiler of the west. 

January 25, 1866, Mr. Grebe married Martha Rea, daughter of Robert. 
Rea, & Scotchnmu. The children born of this union are Clarence, who mar- 
reek Elva MeKeever and is « member of the grovery firm of Grebe & Me- 
Keever, of Chanute: Miss Mamie; Sallie, wife of Albert Wakefield, of Hum- 
boldt, Kansas, andl Bertha, who passed away April 6, 1902, in the full bloom 
of womanhood, 

In his political wetion Mr. Grebe has heen rather of a liberal turn. He has 
aupported the man rather than the candidate and in National affairs has 
mainly been in line with Republican thought and action. He te a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, 


GEORGE M_ ROSLER—One of the active ey: of the Santa Fe Oil 
Company af Neosho county and the managing head of its field operations ancl 
development is George M- Hosier, of Earlton. He is a Kansan by recent 
acloption and within the past decade has resided in both Wilson and Neosho 
counties where he is known as both a suecessfal farmer and general merchant, 
M, Rosier is a native son of Logan county, Ohio, and was born October, 
1858, His father is Asa 8. Rosier, of Merwin, Missouri, a farmer in his early 
life, but of recent years engaged modestly as a loan broker. The latter was 
hom in Legan county, Ohio, in 1835, is of Penneylvania Dutch stock and 
took for his wife Mary Chambers, Of this union George M, is the oldest: 
in a family of six elaldren, the others being Lewis, of Cedar county, Missouri ; 
Helen, wife of William Milliard, of Idaho; Clara, wife of S. A, Akins, af 
Merwin, Missouri: Jacob, of the same point, and Asa, of Earlton, Kansas. 
George M, Rosier started life as a farmer hut the next year he became a 
merchant at Archie, Cass county, Missouri, where he remained three years, 
coming thence to Kansas and locating upon a farm five miles northwest of 
Fredonia, in Wilson county, He soon changed the humdrum of the farm 
for the more exciting and remunerative life of a merchant at Buffalo, Kansas, 
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where he was in business three years. Returning to the farm he located, this 
time, in Canyille township, Neosho county, but remained in his new locatinn 
hut a brief period. He returned to Missouri and engaged in selling goods az 
Rosier for two years. He then changed his location to Merwin, that state, the 
site of the family home, where, for cight years he continued one of the 
active and leading business men of the place, He then eame back to Neosho 
vuunty antl establish himself on his Canville township farm where be main- 
tains Ine family home. 

November 14, 1888, Mx. Rosier married Kate Lacey and the two children 
of this union are Ray and Lacey Rosier, who divide their time betsyeen the 
work of students and the duties of a well conducted tarm, ’ 

The subject of this review is one of the promoters of the oil company 
whos interests he is managing, Its holdings in the Chanute oil belt comprise 
several thousand acres lying in and adjacent to the proven field which, when 
developed, promises to show a production of crude oil—and of gas also— 
that will greatly increase (he importance of southeast Kansas as an oil field, 
Operations of this character are peculiarly adapted to the bent of Mr. Rosier. — 
Ho is vigorous and filled with energy and requires the excitement incident to 
such important Wusiness transactions to kindle its fives and 
fan their flames, No matter how rich and = promising the 
ml field, there is always an element of uncertainey 
entering inte ite development which produces an anxiety that adde zest and 
serves as & slimulus lo each new operation. The developers of all proyen 
Mineral zones live ala high tension—it cannol be otherwise—and the makeup 
ob ae M. Rosier amply qualifies him for the work for which he has been 
chosen. 

Our subject has resided in Kansas continuously since 1599. He is tho 
vwner of the old 'Cown and Rutherford properties in Canyille and Chetopa 
townships which, after his other engagements, come in for a share of his atten- 
tion. While the family politics of the Rosiers are somewhat mixed, and his 
father and brother are soli(l Repoblicans, he is without political ambition or 
aspirations und it is only in the interest of good government and good citizen- 
ship that he participates in political affairs. 








ABNER J, CRAVEN—One of the early settlers, a prosperous farmer 
and an old soldier of Neosho county was he whose name introduces this record, 
He was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania, on the 3rd of March, 
1843, His father was Joshua Crayen and his mother was Elizabeth Blaine, an 
own cousin of “The Plumed Knight” of Maine, Our subject’s mother died. 
the year he was born, and his father went into Virginia where he died there 
at; seventy-four years of age. He was the father of nine children, William, 
Reason, Cyrus Leonard, Harrigon, Sarah Ann, John, Joseph and Abner Jack- 
aon, our subject. 

Mr. Craven, of this review, was left to the care of his grandmother when 
be was a tender habe. When he was eight years old Ins Grandmother Blaine 
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(hed and he fell to the care of an mele whu reared and educated him in the 
commen schools. Ile was with the latter whun the war broke out and on the 
15th of September, 1862, enlisted in Company E, 220d Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
He took part in all the ingngements of his regiment smi was not away from it 
for one continuous period of twenty-five months. He was in the battle of 
Cedar Creek, where Sheridan tade his historic ride and turned Eurly’s vie- 
turious army inte a root, and witnessed the Geueral us he rode his famuua 
black charger into his demoralized troops and changed a defeat into a victory, 
He was in the fight wf Harper's Ferry and was under fire many other times 
when the boys in blue were Sulling wll about but he eseaped withont wounds, 
He was discharged under general orders on the expiration of the term of his 
enlistinent. 

Upon his return from the army Mr. Craven fitted ont a team with the 
money he had saved while in the seryice and began farming as a renter ™m 
Pennaylvania. Ile was identified with the state of his birth till 1871 when he 
cart tO Kartisas and bought the claim in Neosho county upon which he now 
resides. He set about the enlture of hie farm in an intelligent and systematic 
manner. He is an extensive grain grower and has come to be one of the 
successful and prominent stock raisers of his township. His financial growth 
is acon in hie inereased acreage. in the improvements upon his homestead and 
in the extent and quality of his credit. For three years after his arrival im 
Kansas he kept “hatch,” the monoteny and inconvenience of which was beyond 
longer endurance, and in January, 1874, he was married to Miss Fannie Ford, 
an Ohio lady who came to Kansas with her parents in 1867. Mrs. Cravens’ 
father, William C. Ford, was a native of Ohio, her mother, Lucy J. Cass, being 
horn in Pennsylvania. They were as stated early settlers of Neosho county, 
where the father died January, 1848, and the mother in January, 1899, Six 
miles northeast of Hrie and six miles north of St. Maul lies the farm of our 
subject. It is regarded as one of the beautiful, fertile and most desirable ranch 
farts i» Neosho county and its every condition has resulted from the industry 
and energy of its owner, A. J, Craven. 

Six children hve blessed the anion of Mr, and Mrs. Craven, namely, Roy, 
and Kthel, both of whom died young; Grace L., Verne, Verral and Elizabeth. 

Mr, Craven extended his political sympathy and support to the Repub- 
liean party. He filled the office of trustee of Walnut Grove township three 
ternmis and wae otherwise active ae a leader and counsellor in his party. 

We died May 26, 1902, 





M. V. SNYDER—Resident of Brie and o traveling salesman, comes of 
old revolutionary stock. His great-grandfather was one of the heroes of the 
war for independence, serving in the Colonial army for almost seven yeare. 
Andrew Snyder, the grandfather, served in the war of 1812 and was afterward 
granted a pension in honor of this service. Mark Snyder, the father of our 
subject, was a native of Virginia and in his youth accompanied hie parenta to 
Ohio, the family becoming pioncer settlers of Scioto county. Mark Snyder 
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hecatne a farmer and tanner aud tanned leather for much of the distrivt iu 
Whielt he lived, He was a practical man, who possessed much mechanical in- 
genuity and his life was a busy sod useful one. Te died in February, 1578, 
it the age of seventy-six years, while his wile, who bore the maiden name of 
Klizabeth Galford—and also a native of Virginia— died in 1862, at the 
age of fifty-five, in the faith of the United Brethren church, She was highly 
usteumed for her many pood qualities and is well remembered for her many 
kindly nets. Of the eleven childron of the family, five are still living. Abigail, 
the willow of J. W. Welch, resides in Prie: W. G, of Bement, [linois, served 
for four vours and eight wonths ae a private in the Union army and was 
later promoted major Hoe enlisted In September, 1841, and after three years, 
vetorantaed, heooming a momber of the Pifty-sixth Ohio Infantry. He received 
i timber of thesh wounds, bot was oever away from his regiment, bemg 
always found valiantly defending the old fag, Thomas B. resides in Lucasyills, 
Ohio; aud John PL, is a farmer of Piatt county, Tlinois, The deceased are 
Andrew J., who served three months at the beginning of the rebellion and 
afterward enlisted in the One Handred and Ninetyfourth Ohio Infantry, 
serving until the elose of the war, is «leath ovcurred in 1885 at the age of 
fifty-might years; Jane, the wile of Daniel Martin; Henry J,, whe died during 
the war at the age of thirty-one: Georgy W.. who died at the age of sixteen, 
three days after lis mother’s death; and Lydia, who became the wile of Wil- 
liam Anith and died at the age of thirty-four. 

M, V. Sryder was born near Lucasville, Seiote county, Olno, January 24, 
1842. He enlisted Deceniber 11, 1864, in Company TH, Ohio Infantey, 
Which fegiment was largely engaged in garrison duty and in fighting gaer- 
riilas wetil Oetober U, 1805, when Mr, Snyder was honorably discharged, 
After his veturn home he wae ¢ornectedl wilh a sawmill for three years and iu 
the fall af 1868 removed from Ohio to Bement, inois, where he engaged in 
faring. On the 4th of February, 1874. he came 16 Neosho county, settling 
in Biy (Creck township, where he purchased yovernment land, but with the 
M, K. & 'T. railroad holding a claim by government grunt. Por eight years 
there wae litigetion ower this dispute bot ultioutely the settlers won their case 
and title to the land was obtnimed. My. Snyder continord farming until 1883, 
when he removed to Brie and engaged in the grain trade; but uboul. two years 
ago he ebanidoned that basiness and has since been on the road selling heayy 
machinery. 

On the ith of Decumber, [866, Mr. Snyder married Mise Hannah M, 
Wyo, a native of Ohio. wid a daughter of Willinin and Hannah Wynn, who 
wert born in Virginia but became early settlers of the Buckeye slate, Bix 
children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Suyder, William B., who resides 
on # ranch in Kingman coonty, Kansas, and is married to Miriam Roll, by 
whom he had one child, Robert R.; Charles R., a railroad employe at Hotsing- 
ton, Kansas, who married Ruth Blake and has a daughter, Hstella; Oscar K., 
of Kansae City, who wedded Daisy Quackenbush, and has one child, Lena; 
Ettie L.; Mark W.. and Elizabeth, who died at the age of nine months. The 
parents and children are members of the Methodist Episeopal church. Mr. and 
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Mrs. Snyder bulony to the Knights and Ladies of Seourity, while he is 
identified with Erie Post, No. $11, G. A. R. The family have a pleasunt 
home in Erie, Mr. Snyder has led an upright, honorable lift, with due 
regard to the duties of citizenship, of business and of private lify and bie 
fidelity to honorable principles stands as an unquestioned fact in his career. 


IRA ELLIS—The subject mentioned abeve is one of the worthy farmers 
of Neoveho county in Lineola township, where he settled in the winter of 188%, 
He was from Illinois to Kansas bit grew up and was married in Rush county, — 
Indiana, where his parents settled in an early time. He was born in Wilkes 
county, North Carolina, on the 4th of May, 1827, and was a sem of well-to-do 
parents, Rvan and Diey (Cook) Ellis, whe left the “Old North State” in 18354 
and settled in the above mentioned county in Indiana where the remainder of 
their lives were spent. The father became a large and influential farmer in his 
adopted county and our subject was the oldest of his ten children. 

Tra Ellis was educated liberally for his time, and the character of the 
schools accessible, and learned farming well under a competent instructor—his 
father, After he had been farming some years for himself he left Indiana. and 
settled in Chiishian county, Ullinois, where he established himself and oecupied, 
among the members of the clan, u prominent and influential position. He 
resided in LUlinois from 1860 to 1882 and then moved westwurd once more, sut- 
(ling this time in Neosho county and purehasing the farm which has since 
heen his home, Here he owns two hundred and forty acres adapted to both 
agriculture and grazing and his couduel uf lus affairs hus been such as to 
place him among the substantial men of his township. 

October 11, 1840, Mr. Ellis imurried Maury F.. oldest daughter of John W. 
und Nancy H, (Stone) Ferguson. Hor purents went to Indiana from Ken- 
tucky and in Green county, Indiana, Mrs. Ellis wis born Ovtober 23, 183°, 
Hor father, Rev. John W. Ferguson, was u Christinn minister and served two 
terms in the state legislature of Indiana. He had two sons, J. F. and J. . 
Ferguson, who served as Indiana soldiers during the war of the rebellion. 

Seven of the ten children of Mr. and Mrs, Ellis ure living, as follows. 
Evan O., who is assistant postmaster at Parsons, Ranene; Jerre F., who is a 
merchant al. Blue Mounds, Ilineis; Horace, prosident of the Idaho State 
Normal School, « graduate of the Indiana State University, class of 185; 
Sarah A., w member of the Silver City Normal College faculty, of Silver City, 
New Mexico; Mary E., wife of I. 8. Hewitt. of Neosho county; Fannie, wile 
of TB, J. Rudeliff, a prominent farmer of Madison county, Mlinois, and Errett, 
a farmer of Neosho county, Kansas. 

The life of Mr. Ellis has been passed most industriously, usefully und 
honorably. The living of a modest life and the proper training of their 
family have ncoupied himself and wife to the extent of their time and ability, 
and rat success they have met with a brief reference to this record will 
reveal. 
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MARION JOHNSON—A wion’s reputation ia the property of the world. 
The lawe of nutare have forbidden isolation. Every human heing sabimts to 
the vontrolling influence of others, or, as a master spirit, wields a power either: 
for good or evil on the masses of trankind. There oan be no impropriety m re- 
viewing the acts of any man as they affeet his relation to the public. If he i» 
mninent in his chosen fiell of labor and has gained that eminence by honor- 
ible means publicity will auly brighten his fame aml point the path that 
others may follow with like stieeess. From among the tanks of this clasa of 
citizens of Neosho county mention may appropriately be made af Marion Joli 
son, senior menber of the firm of Johusen & Son. dealers in lumber and baild- 
ing materials ab Erie, 

Mr. Johnson was born in Parke county. Undiana, April 28. 1854, his 
parents being John and Mary Jolson, watives of Kentucky. ‘The father was a 
farmer and an the early “30s moved from his native state to Undiana where he 
passed the remainder of his life, dying there in 1857. His wife long survived 
him and departed this life in 1879. In their family were four ehildren all of 
whom are still living. 

Marion Johneon reecived very poor wdientional advantages when growing 
up. As great umphasis was not lid on the matter of edavcaton then ae now 
nor were the freilities for acquiring ane as good as they are now. He began 
werning his own livelihoad while yet e boy taking employment at whatever he 
vould get to do us farm land or laborer, Tn 1871 he came to Kansas driving a 
team through for D, S. Beard and stepping in Neosho county where he again 
went to work at common labor and by dint of industry and economy saved 
dnouh Crom his earnings to engage in faroing on his own account. THe fol- 
lowed this till 1885 at which time he beeame connected with the operation of 
the Krie Roller Mills then conducted hy Bruner & Lodge. Two years later he 
inereased his interest in this when the firm name wae changed ta that of Lodge. 
Johnson & Co, and again m 1872, to that of Johnson & Kyle. In the mean- 
time they established a lumber business at Erie and the mill being disposed of, 
Mr. Johnson bought bis partner's interest in the lumber yard and changed 
the firm name to that of Johnson & Son, though he and Mr Kyle still have 
extensive partnership interests tn lands and business enterprises in and around 
The. Mr, Johnsen is one of the heaviest taxpayers af Neasho county and ana 
of the county's niost public epitited, progressive and suceesefnl men, 

In S70 Mr, Johnson married Miss Luey .\. Beard, a danghter of W. Lb. 
Beard, now deceased, but whe came to Kansas in 1872 and settled in Neosho 
county. ‘Mrs. Johnson was born in Rockbridge county, Virginia, where she was 
partly reared, her parents moving from Virginia to Indiana at the close of 
the civil war.  Iler father was a Union sympathizer durmg the war and lost 
practically all he had by veason of tis loyalty, Mrs, Johnson’s early advan- 
tages. as was the case with her husband, were, in consequence, very meagre, 
but these deficiencies were neutralized by a strong fund of common sensé and 
the will to doz and Mr. Johnson is just enough to accord fo her a good share 
of eredit for whatever success he has attamed, It was her constant encourage- 
ment and wifely devotion to his interesta and especially the tight grip ehe 
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kept on the family parse strings during lhe early years of their struggles that 
enabled him tu gain on the workd and thus secure a start. 

They litve had bern to them two sons, Fred A.. jamior member of the 
firm of Johnson & Sen, who muarrivd, September 22, 1900, Miss Vera Lodge, 
daughter of Henry Lodge, of Erie, and Arthur K., who died January 18, 1901, 
in his eyghteenth year, a young inan of great promise and a social favorite 
among his associates. 

Mr. Johnson is a wwmber of Erie lodge No. 76. A. FL aw A. M.. and Mrs. 
Johnson belongs to the Methodist church, In polities hu is independent, 


[SAAC N. WIMAN—The gentleman whoee name introduces this personal 
votice 18 a well known farmer of Big Creek township, Neosho county, and hue 
resided in the county since TH80, when he moved to his farm a retired minister 
of the gospel. He was born in Graves county, Kentucky, June 4, 1837, and is 
a son of Rev. Milton S. and Elizabeth (Thorp) Wiman, the father a Baptist 
minister in the state of Kentucky for over thirty years and the mother » 
daughter of Charles Thorp, a aoledier of the American revolution. Adan 
Wiman, father of Milton, was in the regular army of the United States for 
five years andl participuted) in some of the Indian wars of the carly time. 
Milton Wiman died Dooomber 10, 1808, at the age of fifty-five years, and lis 
wife died in TS86 at seventy-ceven years of age. Thirteen of their fifteen 
children grew to he men and women. and twelve of them etill survive, the 
youngest having grandehildren. 

Isanc N. Wiman, our subject. is the eixth of his parents and came to man- 
hood in Graves county, Kentucky. He was an apt student and became a pro- 
ficient scholar of the district schools, He hegan life as a teacher and, having 
joined the Baptist chureh when 4 mere ohild, he followed his inclination to 
preach and was licensed for the worl at the age of nimcteen years. He alter- 
nated between teaching an preaching for twenty-five years and was regularly 
ordained a minister at Salem church in Graves county, Kentucky, in December, 
1858. Noyember 1%, 1857, he was whited in Marriage with Jane E, Parrott, 
who wus born in Marion county, Kentuelcy, June 11. 1837, and was a daughter 
of Rhodam and Mary (Willoek) Parrott. Rhodam Parrott was born in 1815 
and died in 1868 and his wife wae a daughter of Robert Willock, 

Rey. Wiman, of this review, preached in his native state from 1556 fill 
1875 und ceeupied the pulpit in Mount Olive, Emmans, Salem, New Concord, 
Milburn and Blandsville; following the calling all through the period of the 
eivil war and preaching as often to the rebels as to the Unionists and onex 
preached the funeral sermons of three soldiers, Federals and Confederate, alter- 
nately, While holding meeting on one occasion, and while engaged in prayer, 
Confederate soldiers threw open the church door and thrust their gune in, 
almost creating a panic in the audienee, but when our subject assured the 
captain of the company that the Union soldiers they were searching for were 
not there the company departed without further interference with the services. 
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In 1875 Rev. Witen) was called to take the pastorate of tho Baptist church of 
Iola, Kunsas, where he preached two years, going thence to Mrie, Neoshs 
county, and filling a pastorate of three years, He then moved to his farm near 
Odense where, in 1880, he and bis son, Rhodam, engaged in the merchantile 
imsiness which he continned till 1900, Tle was appointed postmaster of 
Odense during Cleveland's first administration and held the office Lourtecn 
years. Retiring from bnsiness he returned to his farm and has taken ap, in 
partnership with his eon, the raising and hadling of stock and is devoting hiin- 
self further to the management of their four farms in Big Creek township. 

Mr. and Mrs, Wiman’s children are eight, of whom seven survive, as 
follows, Charles W., born in Grayson county, Kentucky, December 19, 18458; 
Ella (Wiman) Kimbrough, born November 4. 1860, resides in Lewisten, 
Idaho; Mellie (Wiinan) MeGuttey, born October 15, 1862: Rhodam, born 
February 12, 1865; Anna, wife of B,J. Kennedy, was born March 4, 1867, and 
died August 26, L901: Currin, who married W. F. Crapson, wae born May 18, 
1870: Ida, wife of Arthur Olson. was bor August 7, 1872, and Edgar H., bora 
October 31, 1874. The last wamed is a civil engineer and holds a position as 
assistant city engineer of Seattle, Washington, prior to which lw was on the 
Great Northern railroad, He is 2 voung man of literary tastes and inclina- 
tion andl has produced some voor verse. 


RICHARD B. PURVLANCE—One of the eabstantial farmers and early 
settlers of Neosho county ix R. 5, Puryianve of Erie township, Ile was born in 
Jefferson coumby, Pennsylyania, on the 2nd of April, 1851, and is a son of Owen 
D., of Jefferson county, Ohie, and Mleanor Fale Purvianee, the latter a 
native of Jefferson county, Petunsylyania. ‘The father passed his life as a 
farmer and soon after his marriage moved his family ont to Ohio, in Jefferson 
county, of which state he resided till 1863 when lie went to Deleware county, 
Lown, and remained there five years. He then came to Kansas and became 
one of the early settlers of Big Creek township, Neosho county, taking up a 
quarter section of school lund and gaining title to it in the usnal way, He was 
residing on and improving this tract at his death on the 17th of March, 1873, 
at forty-six years of age, Hie wife died im 1871 at forty-four years old. 

Twelve children comprised their family, only four of whom are now living, 
us follows. Richard B., Ebner E., of New Mexico: Mrs. Jennie [. Jones, of 
California, and Nathan, new a resident of Neosho county, Kansas. 

Richard GB. Purvianee resided with his parents while they lived and soon 
after their death he was married and purchased a claim of 160 acres in Chau- 
tauqua. county, Kansas. He spt the years from 1877 to 1881 there and, sell- 
ing his possessions, returned to Neosho county and after renting a time pur- 
chased a 160 acre tract near Urbana. He also owns a quarter section in the 
southwest corner of Wilson county, all his holdings being the accumulation of 
labor and untiring effort. 

Our snbject has been twice married, His first wife, whom he married 
in 1874, was a native of Dlinois and came to Kansas in 1866. She waa a 
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daughter of dames A. and Elizabeth Piatt of Olio and Indiana, respectively, 
hoth of whom died in Katisas. Mre Purviance clied on the 6th day of January, 
1492, leaving three children, uamely, Elias P., who died at sixteen years old; 
Mary B., and James Owen, ‘The daughter is a graduate of the Parsons Busi- 
Hess College, finishing the course in July, 1902, and is a competunt typewriter 
and stenographer. December 21, 18938, Mr. Porvianee tnarried Mrs, Ligaie 
Rinne, widuw of Milan Kinne, and a daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth 
Broadbent, mentioned elsewhere in this work. Me. Kinne was bern in Ohio 
April 16, 1855, and died Febrnary 16, 1890. He was a son of Levi and Arvyilla 
(Rose) Kine and his death made orphans of three children, viz., Leonard L., 
of Janesvillu, Wisconsin: Lawrence F.. near the same point, and Nelha B., a 
student in Brookin College, South Daketa. 

The possessions of Mr. and Mre. Purviance represent four hundred and 
five acres of lund, Their residence stands on a sightly place four miles north- 
west of Erie, which place is in plain view and the proximity of which adds 
materially to the value of their farm, Mr. Purvianee is engaged in the 
business of breeding and raising fine cattle, sheep and swine. Tis stoek is rey- 
istered aod his Shorthorn eattle, his Shropshire sheep and his Poland China 
hove an among the purest and finest of the blood. 

Mr. Puryinnee has witnessed the growth of Kansas from mfaney to a 
full grown member of the sisterhood of states. He has performed a modeat 
ut positive part in the development of the commonwealth and ts the archi- 
tect of his own modest fortune. He has heen identified with the polities of his 
county to only & limited degree and that with the Republican party as his 
political home. Ho has served lis township as its clerk. 


CHARLES A. WIMAN—More than a century ago, George Washington 
sald that “Agricultural is the most useful as well ae the most honorable oceu- 
pation lo which mun devotes his energies.” Tt is to this department of business 
activity thal Mr. Wiman guye his time and attention until having acquired a 
handsome coinpetence he retired to private life, Me‘is now a resident of 
Erie und is well known throughout Neosho county, 

A native of Washington county, Kentucky, he was born June 17,1658, 
His parents, Rey. Milton S. and Elizabeth (Thorp) Wiman were also natives of 
Kentucky. ‘The latter way a daughter of Charles Thorp, whe took part tm the 
Revolutionary war serving in two campaigns and was present al the surrender 
at Yorktown. He was fifty-two years of age before he married at which time 
he took wp his abode in Kentuelky, there rearing a large family, Tis death 
occurred at the very advanced age of ninety-six years. Adam Wiman, the 
paternal grandfather of onr subject, participated in the early Indian wars 
and was only fourteen years of ave when he beeante a soldier, ‘The father 
was a minister and farmer, preaching for the Baptist church, but he received 
little inoney considerations for his services, which were freely given. His ser- 
viees at funerals, mariages and baptiems were frequent, and he put forth his 
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every effort te promote the cauae of the gospel. He was one-of the pioneers of 
the “Jackson purchase,” removing there from Mead county, Kentucky, in 183%. 
There he aided in the waterial opbuilding of his community ae well as in ite 
moral advancemeut. His birth occurred Angust 10, 1808, and he passed away 
December 10, 1563. His wife also belonged to the Baptist church and died 
in that faith al the advaneed age of seventy-seven vears, Their marriage was 
blessed with thirteen children, namely, C. A.: William T., of Kentucky; MéI- 
tou S., of Texas: laaae N. of Neosho county, Kansas; Mary E.. the widow of 
tev, J. R. Parrott, who was a Baptist minister; Christian H., of Kentueky5 
Sarah, the wife of Rev. Alfred Taylor, a preacher of the Baptist donomination ; 
Ann, the wife of Rev. Thomas Taylor, ol Texas; H. P., of Kentittky; Jamos 
HL, a minister of the Baptist church, preaching in Kentucky: Frances L,, who 
hecame the wife of Rev. John Black and died in Neosho county in March, 
Laa4; ‘Thomas D., who also makes Iris home In Kentucky: and Eliza, the wite 
of Zach Buswell of Arkansas, Of this large family twelve are still living. Ail 
lived to mature years and Were inembers of the Baptist church, while the 
father, bye sons and four of his sons-in-law, were ministers of that denomina- 
tin. Certainly the family reverd for religions zeal is one of which representa- 
fives of the name have every reason Lo be proud. 

In the commun schools C, A. Witnan pursued his early education, bub he 
was a lad of ten years before he entered the schoul room. Dis traning at farm 
labor was bot meager, haying sesisted lis father on the homestead ap to the 
last day of his minority. Throughout his entire life he has carried on agricul- 
tural pursuits. He removed from Kentucky to Kansas in November, 1879. and 
ha= since resided ii Neosho county. Porehasiny a farin of one lrundred and 
sixty acres in Kentucky. he sold that properly on his removal westward andl 
here he bought five lote on which his commmodious farm, residence, a two-story 
building combining seven reoms, ie now lounted. [1 is the home of himes!f 
aud his good wife and iz noted for its pracious hospitality, 

Qo the Sth of December, 1850. Mr. Wirnan was married to Rebeeea 
Folyhwin, a native of Tennessee and a daughter of Edinund gid Rachael 
(Scott) Pulvham. Mrs. Wiman’s father ied at the age of sixty-four in 186%, 
and her mother passed away in 1584 at the age of mighty-four years, Of a 
family of ton daughters Mrs. Winn is the third. There wae also one brother 
in the family, Elias. Hy wae the eldest of the frinily and died at the age of 
seventy-two vears, ‘The others wore,Martha and Rhoda, algo doapiett s Mire 
Wimen; Sarah, who married Frank Pueket and died in 1878 at the age of 
forty-eight years; Susan, who is the widow of Isaac Hoper, and is hying 
in Chanute, Kansas; Jane, who heeame the wife of Colbert Lanth and died 
when about twenty-five years of age; Mary married John Moteher and died at 
the age of thirty-three; and Angie, who is the wife of Trank Lowe of Ken- 
tucky. In 1900 our subject and his wife celebrated their golden weddiny. 
For a half century they had traveled life’s journey together, sharing each other 
in all the joys and sorrows, the ailversity and prosperity which checker the 
career of all. 
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Unto Mr, and Mrs. Witmen have been bern eleven children. James &., 
a gardner of Erie, Kansas, who married Sarah BE. Smith, has six children— 
Prank L., Homer, Ray, Ruth. Lillie and Nellie: Melvinn M. is at home. 
Robert H.. of Kentucky, who married Minnie Sims, has five ehildren—lnes, 
Anna B., Novella, and two others; Thomas 1, of Galesburg, Illinois, married 
Artie Critger and their children are Cecil, Mabel and Kittie. Susan C. died 
August 24, JA9G, at the age of thirty-five years. Milton M., of Crawford 
county, Kansas, married Rhoda Perry and their ehildren sre Clande, Audry, 
Mula and lloyd: Charles A., af Pittsburg, Kansas, married Minnie Mooney; 
Lonella Winan las for fiftean years taught in the publie schools of Neosho 
county. Aldon. of Carl Jonuetion, Missouri, is a teamster und married Nettie 
Smith by whom he hae bre ehildren—Maude and Vada. Frances W. H. has 
for six yairs been enynged in teaching in Neosho county, Kansas, both she and 
her sister haying exenllent abilily as instructors, The parents and all of 
their children with oow exception are members of the Baptist. church im 
which Mr, Wiman has been a deacon almost a quarter of a century. He gives 
hit political support to the Prohibition party and has always been a stanch 
ilyoeate of temperinee, doing everything in his power to promote the cause. 
xh life hus indeed been honorable and wprighi, worthy of the regard of his 
ellowmen. 


ALBERT H. TORNER—That the printing press is an educator has 
come to be toiversally recognized, and that its influence is the most potent in 
the dissemination of general information is universally admitted, Journal- 
ism is distinetly a literary field wherein advancement in the sciences and the 
arts is eneouraged and wherein the ethics of business, polities and the profes 
signe finds reformation. Its elfeets upon the world of civilization have been 
inagical asa stimulator and developer of the principle of originality, the faculty 
of tavention, and as an eshiliter af the world’s doings in one grand panorama 
of wetivity, In the light of its general results then, he who chooses and 
carries forward upon a high plane the profession of journaliam, as applied to 
the realm of newspaper work, is a benefactor of his rave. The editor who, not 
withstanding public or personal adversity, cheourages his readers to be 
hopeful, patriotic and virtuous in the eyes of the law, performs a service to 
humanity, the measure of whielt cannot be expressed in words. To effectively 
do such a work requires a breadth of information and a wealth of experience 
not in possession of the eccapant of every editorial chair. 

A journal which has had much to do with the educational, industrial and 
moral affairs of Neosho county, is the Chanute Times, It came mto existence 
at the tine of small things in Chanute and its policy has done much toward 
shaping the destiny of ils town and county. Whateyer may be said with 
reference to the talent of its founders its present owner, A, H, Turner, is one 
of the vharacters of Neosho county whose reputation for learning, yprighteous- 
ness and qpwtriotisin has been long established. He was not unknown to 
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Soosho county Centennial year, for he had already spent two yeare within 
its borders and the public and private relitions he has assumed to its citizen 
chip have Bown seeh as to establish an unalloyed and .mnreserved confidenc 
between them, As an editor, although comparatively a novice in the work, 
he is regarded as one of the strong men of the fraternity, and his periodical 
imitintaing a patronage and # wirculation eewond to none in the county. 

Mr. Turner was horn in Clinton county, Ohio, August 5, 1850. His par- 
ents were Martin Ta and Mary Jane (Spears) Turner, natives of the state of 
New Jersey and Ohio. The futher was a teacher in carly life, then became 
a farmer, und in 1865, located in Knox county, Tilinoia, where he resides at 
the aye of seventy-seven, while his wife has reached the age of seventy-two 
years. "The former has passed a life of physical and mental activity, possessed 
vOoong convictions and radical views on ajl great national questions, was on 
avowed Union man during the rebellion and has been more or less active in the 
politiva of his county since the war. He is a good talker and on this account 
uspociily, is his suppert of personal friends for office yalued and appreciated. 

Our euljent is the eldest of three children, the others being Lawrence K,, 
whe died at twenty-one vears, a widely known, highly respected and popular 
young man, and Addie, wife of Cyrus Dikeman, a large stock farmer in 
Hiineis. Mr. Turner was educated in Abington College, linsis, and grad- 
wited in the scientific course, class of 1875, We had prepared himself frp 
tewching and had taught several years before finishing his college course, so that 
when he completed tos course he entered the profession with experience, He 
taught a vear in Illinois and in 1874 came west and located in Neosho county, 
ftaneas, (ood and able men were in demand in the schools of Kansas in 
that «iy, more so than now, for they were the exception then, now they ar 
The mule. Tle immediately identified himself with seliool work and after two 
years, Was choven a candidate for county superintendent. Tis administration 
was endorsed with a re-eleclion in 1878. and in January, 1881, he retired from 
office, having given the cause of pablic education in Nepehu county four years 
of diligent, intelligent and efficient service. ‘The next year he was principal 
of the Chanute schools and. following this, he served a year and a half us 
cashier of the Chanute bank. An opening then presented itself for an engage- 
toent in the hardware business in Chanute and this he took advantage of, For 
sixteen years he handled hardware and implements and was only retired in 
1894, whew he met with a heavy loss by fire. In the space of the following 
four yours he wathered his scattered and weakened resources together pre- 
erniey to another business venture. In 1898 he purchased the Chanute 

‘imiws, one of the oldest newspapers in the county, and is engaged snecess 
fully in ite publeation, 

In his political leanings My. Turner is noted for his advocacy of Repub- 
lican dowtrines and candidates, and while he is not violent and abusive of the 
rights und opinions of others his defense of his own position sometimes 
amounts to an arraignment of the party opposed lo him. His position amo 
(he able men of the state warranted Governor Stanley in appointing him one 9 
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the Regents of the State Normal school in 189, which position he held two 
years. 

Mr. Turner was married to Miss Ida Stone in 1878. She was a daughter 
of Luther and Susan Stone and was born in the state of New York. Her 
father brought his family to Kansas and took up his residence in Neosho 
county many vears ago. Mr, Stone died several years ago and Mrs, Stone is 
now spending her last years with her danghter in Chanute, The children born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Turner are Addie, deceased at eight years; Clair K., a student 
in the State Normal school of Kansas: Emma R., who is in the same institu- 
tion; Vyrl, and Eva and Ava, twine, 

In his sodiety conneetions Mr, Turner is a member of the Christian 
church, a Blue Lodge Mason and a Worlmnan of the Ancient Order. 





LOU GRIESEL—One of the enterprismy young farmers of Chetopa 
fowuship, Neosho county, is Lon Griesel of this review. He was born in Youngs- 
town, Ohio, January 24, 1861. and is a sen of Conrad and Elizabeth Griesul 
who settled early in Wilson county where, in Colfax township, they are well- 
to-lo and esteemed citizens. They are of German birth and are the parents of 
tive chuldren of which number Lou ts the first born. 

The subject of this sketch was reared to manhood on the prairies of 
Kunsas and aequired his education in the rural schools. February 3, 1884, be 
married Mena, a daughter of John W, and Clara Walker, whose history appears 
elsewhere in this work, Mrs. Griesel was born in Clinton county, Lowa, and 
caine to womanhood in Wilson county, Kansas. Upon their murriage Mr. and 
Mrs, Griesel settled on » farm in Wilson county and were engaged for some 
yeurs in the enitivation and improvement of the same, He exchanged this 
eighty acre farm for one twice the size in Neosho county and since February, 
1898, has resided in the latter county, 

Two sons, Harry and Chester, constitute the children of our subject and 
Mrs Griesel. The parents are among the energetic and mdustrious citizens of 
Chetepa township and are building up @ good name along with a good home, 


JAMES W. ELLIS—The [act is often adyerted to that the American 
people are an amalyamation, their character a composite. From every quarter 
of the wlohe and from every race under the sun have come representatives tu 
swell the body politic and to give force and direction to the National character. 
The fuet is well illustrated in the family history of the subject of this 
eketeh. He comes of English, Irish, Scotch and German ancestry, the strains 
being mixed in about equal proportion and running back into early Colonial 
history. So far as can be determined, Virginia was the place where his 
European ancestors firet cast their fortunes in the New World and they seemed 
to have settled there any years before the American Revolution. Family tra- 
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(ition has it that his forefathers of that era were participants in that great 
struggle, on the side of the Colonists, and as most of the sturdy yeomanry of 
the Old Dominion were ardent patriots under the teachings of Patrick Henry, 
Thomas Jefferson and their co-wdjutors, it is fair to presume that the ante- 
oulents of James W. Klis were not Jacking in their devotion to the cnuse 
of freedom nor failed to make their influence felt on the field of battle under 
the leadership of the noble Washington, 

Pron Virginia Janes Hllis, the paternal yrandfather, John Scott, the 
maternal grandfather and Thomas Doughty, the paternal great- yrandfather 
Of James W. Milis of this article migrated and settled in Kentucky in the days 
of Daniel Boone. James Elis wae of Trish extraction, John Seott came of 
Seoteh antecedents, and Thomas Doughty was a native of Germany. These 
settled in northeast Kentueky, mainly in Nicholae, Harrison and Seott 
counties and there lived a wamber of years, Thoms Doughty dying there, The 
Kllix xnd Seott families as well as a oumber of the Doughtys moved from 
Kentocky shout 1830 and settled, the ENiws and Seotts in Sonthern Indiana, 
along the White river, and the Doughtys in the western part of Tilinois along 
the Mississippi river. As the date shows, they became settlers of that region 
m bidion days and of course went High the experiences common to the tines 
and cireumstances in whieh they lived. The Doughtys, from the faet of thait 
hein a large family, and one of undeminon strength of character signally 
impressed thomacives on the communities where they lived and performed moru 
then average service aa ploneers. Thro were six daughters and three sons i 
the Doughty lamily--that to which our subject's grandmother belonge(—and 
they were prominent ae earty settlers in each of the three states, Indiana, [li- 
nots and Towa. The two oldest sons, John and William Doughty, remained 
in Kentucky, but Skillman, the third son, moved to Indiana, and later, about 
1840, to Towa. The eldest daughter, Nancy. was married to George Peyton and 
remained in Virginian, Osie was married te Charles Brady and lived and diet! 
in Kentucky, Tarcinda bocame the wife of George Ervin and moved to Iowa. 
Vrances was Tuervied to James Elhs, grandfather of our James W., and 
moved to Indiana. <Alzira was married to William Crawford and moved to 
Illinois and Malinda became the wife of Samuel Knox and also settled ip 
Iifinois All of these were men and women of marked intividnality, pos- 
sessiny large phivsiques, great courage, and strong powers of endurance, were 
fond of personal freedom, devoted to their families, and strict members of 
the ¢ghureh, being for the most part followers of Barton W. Stone and Alex- 
dmler Caipbell in the New Light or Christian church, 

Janes N, ilies and Maria R. Scott, father and mother of James W, 
Ellis of this review, were both born in Nicholas county, Kentucky, and were 
taken by their parents when young to Southern Indiana where they met and 
and married. Bottling on a farm in Martin county, that state, they spent a» 
number of years there, but moved in 1859 to Cumberland county, Illinois, 
whence in 1865 they camo to Kansas, settling in Neosho county. There the 
mother died January 5, 1890, at the age of seventy-four, the father dying 
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September 3, 1882, while on a visit to Cowley county, this stale, being in the 
eighty-first year of his age, 

James N. and Maria R. Ellis were the parents of twelve children, of 
whom James W., of this sketeh, was the sixth in age. His birth oecurred in 
Martin county, Undianu. Marcel 19, 1846, and he was reared in that county 
and in Camberland! county, Ulitois, passing his early years on the farm. Sep- 
tember 22, 1864, he was onited in iarrisge with Margaret A., a daughter of 
John and Deliluh Campbell of Cumberland county, Ilhmois, and started at 
once for Kansas. He caine overland with wagon and teain, the usual mode of 
travel in those days, and utter a six weeks trip unmarked hy anything of more 
than usual interest pitched his tent on Conn Creek in what is now Big Creols 
township, Neosho county, on the day of ——————, 1865. He whe 
one of the first settlers of Neosho county and is now in point of fact one of the 
few real early settlors luft in the county, Mer, Ellis is living within a mile of 
where he bail the pole cabin which firat gave him shelter on the prairies of 
Neosho county and where he has lived continuvasly for thirty-eight years. He 
hus witnessed the many marvellous changes which lave taken place in the 
times and tides of men during these years and these changes have not heen 
without (heir effect on his awn fortunes. Al of the early hardships which 
made up the daily life of the average settlor were his by foree of circumstances 
as were aleo the ruder pleasures by which these were sometimes relieved. With- 
mut seeking wnieeessary responsibilities or shirking them when fairly presented 
he has endewvored to discharge his duties us a neighbor and aitizen and how 
well he haa done it ia attested by the esteem in whieh he us held. THe has hoew 
reasonably prosperous, having now entered up to lis eredit on the tax rolls of 
Neosho county four hundred and eighty acres of good land, most of which is 
lmaproved, and on that portion where he resides is a good class of farm build- 
ings contrasting favorably with the pole cabin and hay sheds which gave him 
and his stock shelter durimy the first few years of lis residence in the cownty. 
Mr. Ellis has bewn clerk and treasurer of Big Creek township which offices hw 
acdepibs]) out of a sense of duty; for he is hy no means a public yuan pnd 
interests himself but little in public matters. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis have one daughter, Berth, who is a graduate of the Erie 
high school and of the Kansas State Normal, und is an efficient teacher now in 
the Neosho county public schools. They have also raised three orphans whom 
they have educated and given start in life snd now have two more in their 
home whom they are bringing up with a view of fitting them for usefulness. 





CHARLES A, DORON —The subject of this notive is a native Kansan. 
is a representative furmer of Neosho county, and was born in Allen county, 
Novemtvr 15, 1860, His parents, William and Listine (Clark) Doron, came to 
Kansas before they became acquainted, the former from Cass county and the 
latter from Tipton county, Indiana. In 1867 they settled in Neosho county, 
on a farm in Ladore township, where Charles A. grew up and attained his 
majority, 
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Our aubject is the oldest of six childven and was educated in the common 
schools uf Neosho county. He became a farmer on taking up life 
inflependent, and is numbered among the successful young stock 
men of his locality. le owns a farm on the Chetopa and Canville township 
line three miles west of Urhana and is doing the work of a progressive citizen im 
the improvement of his homestead and the consequent development of his - 
county, 

November 1, 1807, Mr. Doron tharried Mrs, Maggie Lopeman, a daughter 
of John and Catherine Greve, and was born in Germany April 21, 1869, By 
her first hushand, George Lopeman, Mrs. Doron is the mother of two children, 
Tracy and Catherme Lopeman, By their niarriage Mr, and Mrs. Doron have 
one child, Brion. 

A son of a pioneer and a life-Line Kansan, Mr. Doran is familiar wilh 
the hardships and inconveniences of the early day on the frontier. As an in- 
fant he passed through the ravages of the civil war, in which, as a Ninth 
Kansas soldier, his father participated, and through the scourges of the ten 
years succeeding the close of the rebellion, and he yet has strong faith in 
Kansas and feels bound to it by ties inseparable, He affiliates with the Re- 
publican party and has contributed as a modest voter to the success of those 
principles at the polls. His first vote was cast in 1881 and in 1884 he lost 
up Eerie vote for president when he supported the “Plumed Knight” uf 

ane, 


LUKE 8. BYRNE—In 1869 the subject of this review pioneered to Kun- 
sus and became a settler of Neosho county. He entered in Ludore town- 
ship and did, not only the initial work on it, but has remained with it through 
all the poriod of its development into a productive, inviting and valuable home. 
While his residence in the county hae not been continuous since his firsl entry 
to the state his share in the county’s development bus been the work of hie 
own hand and the improvement of his farm made under his own supervision 
and direction. 

Mr. Byrne was born in County Meath, Ireland, September 11, 1848, and 
came to the United States when aix years of age. His parents wure Patrick 
and Bridget Byrne, who settled in New York on immigrating to this connty 
and died there; the father at seventy-nine and the mother at seventy-two years 
of age. Four of their six children survive, viz, Thomas, Maggie, Sarah and 
Luke §, 

Our subject passed his childhood in New York state and on reaching his 
majority went to Michigan where he aeeured employment with a Chicago firm 
in the manufacture of lumber. He hecame familiar with the business, both in- 
eide and outside of the mills, and remained with the company hill the spriny 
of 1869 when he came out to Kansaz to get him s home. He resifled on his 
Claim till the autumn of 1871 when he returned to the “lumber woods” and 
took the position of foreman for his old company, spending his summers buying 
timber tor the mills. He continued in this work till the year 1876 when he 
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came back to his farm in Neosho county and has remained with it as a farmer 
and stock raiser sines. 

In 1874 Mr. Byrne was united in marriage with Maggie Corbett, a lady 
of Canadian origin, and a daughter of James Corbett. Bight children have 
been horn to these worthy parents, as follows, Carey, Mamie, Agnes, wife of 
Bert Lytle, Maggie, Osear, William, Evaleen and Hazel, 

Born within twonty miles of the city of Dublin and within four mles of 
the field of the decisive battle of Boyne, the spirit of liberty and independence 
ie characteristic of the family and found satisfaction in its remoyal to th: 
United States. Seven weeks spent on a sailing yessel in crossing the water and 
the Byrnes landed at Castle Garden, poor in purse but rien In substantial 
family traits. From this condition and environment emanated the subject of 
this sketch. The term “wesl” seemed to him a synonym for freedom and 
liberty, and he identified himself with it and brought up hie family in its 
inspiring atmosphere, His was the first cabin buill upon the prairie around 
Where he settled and his are some of the most substantial and attractive im- 
provements representing the progress of the present day, It was good for 
Luke 8, Byrne to come to Kansas, The broad prairies gave him an opportunity 
to expand ani. the varted interests of a farmer haye grown and prospered under 
his scrutiny and care, His farm embraces two handred and forty acres and 
is the accumulation of his own hand and head, 


JOHN BE. KELLEY —The subject of thie sketch, a leading faymer and 
atockman of Big Creek township, Neosho county, was born in Calaraugus 
county, New York, November 15, 1848. His father was Nelson Kelley who 
was born in Cortland county, the same state, and his mother, before marraige. 
Anna Whipple, a native of Pennsylvania, The parents were married in New 
York where they were living at the opening of the civil war, The father 
untered the Union urmy im 1862, enlisting in Company B, One Hundred and 
Sixty-fourth New York Volunteer Infantry, with which he served for a 
period of nearly three years. He was in the transportation de ent, first as 
teatnster and afterwards us wagon-master and while in the latter capacity was 
injured by the overturning of a wagon and sent to the hospital at Shipping 
Point, West Virginia, where he took the typhoid Fever and died in 1805, age 
fifty years. The mother of our enbject ded some three years before the 
father. ‘Chey were the parents of three children, Warren J.. Mary and John 
B., only the youngest of whom is new living, 

John FE. Kelley was reared mainly in New York state where he grew up 
ou the farm, His early educational atvantages were nothing to speak of. By the 
death of his parents he was early thrown on his own resources and worked 
ax a farm hand and at common labor till he managed by industry and economy 
to save a little, after which he began contracting in the lumber business. [a 
1X6) he came to Kansas and progpected over a good Pees of this state, spent 
the winter of 1869-70 in the Indian Territory and Texas, and returning to 
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this stale in the fall ef 1870 located on a claim seven miles northeast of 
Clianule in Big Cresk township, Neosho county, where he built a log cabin 
and tool up his abode in bachelor quarters as one of the first settlers of thar 
locality. Havmg made up his ain ta stay in the west, he returned to New 
York ancl on the 22nd day of February, 1871, married Miss Ida BE. Brown, 
of Caturangus county, that state, she being a native of that county and a 
daughter of Alman and Margaret Brown, who were born, the father 1 Hastern 
New York, and the mother in Eastern New York, Accompanied by his wife, 
Mr. Kelley came out and vesumed life as a settler on the plains in the spring 
of 1871 and went through all the hardships of those early years. But hard- 
ehipe, though they were, they bore lightly on him, for he was young anid 
vigorous, full of hope and was buoyed up with the thought that he was winning 
by his pluck and endurance a home for himself and braye companion, and 
thus sustained, he resolutely carried forward the work before him. So engros: 
“| was he in his task that not even the contest which he in common with many 
of tne neighbors Was forced to wage against the railroad company for title to 
his home discouraged him, but only caused him to ply his energies the harder 
until every obstacle was removed and the way clear to the full, free and rational 
enjoyment of his possessions. ‘he log cabin yave way lo a more substantial 
stricture, and olher improvements in keeping with the advanced con¢dition of 
the country mark the seene of his aetivities and testify ae to how faithfully he 
did his part as one of the first settlers of the county. Tle owns four hundred 
and eighty acres of land, most of which he has redaced to cultivation and he 
raises stock sulficient to consume the produce of the same, Uius conducting 4 
etock farm in the strict sense of dhe word and on the only correct principle 
for sueh farming, Mr, Kelley has plenty and lives well, for his farm yields 
hin not only a good living, but a surplus besides, but he has seen the time 
when all the land he owns vould not have made him bread enough to wr his 
family from want. The winter of 1874 he gol lus living outside of thy 
farm, warning it killing and ehipping pruirie chickens But as the old saying 
woes, it is an ill-wind that does not blow some good. The grasshoppers and 
other imseels took the crops. the prairie chickens gobbled up the hoppers and 
then the gettlers fell to and killed the chickens so that the score was in a 
rmiewsure, at least, evened ap. . 

Mr. and Mrs Kelley have had born to them a family of ten children. 
Warry J,; Annie, who died in Infancy: Nelson, William, Watson, Bert, Emmet, 
Tya, and Eva, deceased, and Clarence. 


JEFFERSON Db. OGDEN—A Kanaas pioneer and 4 gentleman who can 
almost be reckoned among the pioneers of Neosho county, is the subject 
of this brief notice, Jefferson D. Ogden, of Earlton. Le ts a western man 
by birth, for that event in his life occurred in Jefferson county, Towa, on the 
o3rd of January, 1849. His father, Nathaniel Ogden, and his mother, Mahala 
(Casada) Ogden, were natives of the state of New York and Tennessee, and 
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hat o family of twelve children of whom Jefferson 1D. was the sixth. In 1859 
the parents left lowa and moved wut to the frontier in Brown county, Kansas, 
aul the next year made another move, settling in Lyon county, where the 
father soon died, The widowed mother took her large family, in the year 
Isl, to Buchanan county, Missouri, where our subject grew op amid the 
scones aod associations of country life, Toward the closing period of his youth 
he went to Washington county, Jown, where he found omployment on a farm 
ad at which he Yemained a few years, practicing some economy und saving 
ont of his wages enough to pay his expenses one year in school. Tn the sum- 
wer of 1870 he came in company with George Johnson to Wilsen county, 
Kansas, where he worked az a ranchinan for Johnson for a year. ‘Then in 
1871 he purchased Johnson's claim in Pleasant Valley township, where estab- 
lishiny himself in bachelor quarters, he remained for two years. At the end 
Of that time he reharned to Jown and for two years was a resident of Washtna- 
ton county, that state. On the 26th of February, 1875, he was united in may- 
riage: with Lizzie Winters, born in Washington county, Towa, September 27, 
1866, She wae a daughter of Christopher Winters, who married Hannah 
Spence, bath of whom were natives of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, wheoce 
they moved in 1854 and settled in Towa, In the spring of 1875 onr young 
vonple began their residence in Wilson county and industriously set about mak- 
inge them a home. ‘Their dustry was amply rewarded and im twenty yeare 
Lev were so substantially situated ae to feel warranted in spending a season 
in sight-seeing and prospeeting im the west. They visited several of the 
states of the Pacitic slope, spent some time in Colorado and California, and 
returned the following year (188) to Neosho county where Mr. Ogden pur- 
chased the lumber yard and engaged in bugmess at Earlton. 

Mr. and Mra. Ogden have had bern to them six children, two of whom, 
Nellie and Ola, reside in California, while Flora, Wilmman and Halle wre still 
about the family hearthstone. Opal, a little daughter of three years, was 
burial im ISHS, . 

J. 1). Ogden, to the present generation, needs oo introduction. His life 
has been an open one in the community where he lives for the past twenty-five 
years and but for the interest and claims of posterity no reference need be 
made te his excellence as a man. Loval and true as a citizen, faithful and 
constant as a friend, and thrifty and honorable as a business man, his place 
is firmly fixed in the history of the locality he has helped to settle and will 
endure to the end. 


HON, LEANDER STILLWELL—A pioneer citizen of Neosho county 
whose life has influenced the affaires not only of his county but of the Seventh 
Judicial district is he whose name appears at the head of this article, The 
thirty-four years which he has been in Kansas comprise almost all the yeais 
of his majority, and. with one important exception, constitute the history- 
making era of lis eventfal life. He approached manhood at, perhaps, the most 
critival stage of the nation’s life and when he had attained scarce more than 
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his majority he had served nearly four years in her military establishment 
ond Was discharged a veteran volunteer of the civil war. 

Leander Stillwell was born in Otter Creek precinct, Jersey county, Ili- 
nos, Seplember 16, 1843. His futher, Jeremiah O. Stillwell and his mother 
(whose maiden name was Ann Eliza White) were natives of the slate of North 
Carolina, but migrated from there in 1834 und settled in Ilinois, Their 
home waa!*in the backwoods of western Illinois” and there their first children 
were reared and received their meager education. Leander made a hand on 
his father’s farm till a few months after the outhreak of the rebellion when, 
on Janurry 7, 1862, he enlisted as a private in Company D, Sixty-first Lh- 
nos infantry. He re-enlisted mm the same company and regiment as a yeteran 
volunteer in Vehruary, 1864, and was mustered out with his regiment as 
first lieutenant of his Pararnary some months alter the close of the war, having 
aorved continuously nearly four years and haying participated in, among 
ofhor enyvagemente, the battle of Shiloly and the sege of Vieksburg. 

After lis discharge from the army our subjeet studied Jaw in the Albany, 
Now York, law school amd was admitted to the bar in December, 1867, He 
eame to Kansas the following May and located at Evie, in Neosho county, and 
was chguged in the practice of law in the county seat of this county till his 
elevation w the beneh. Tle is and has always been well known for his Repub- 
hean provlivities in polities and has contributial in his modest, yet effective, 
wiy toward the success of his party at the polle sinee his advent to the state. 
Te was elected to the lower House of the Kansas Legislature m 1876 and first 
elected judge of the Seventh Judieial district in T885 and was re-elected in 
1887. 1891, 1895 and in 1890. He enjoys the distinetion of having been a 
districh judye mm Kansae for a longer period than any other incumbent of that 
office sinee the mimission of the state foto the Union, a distinction, in itself 
a most eloquent eulogy showing, as it does, that lus conduct on the benen 
has been sueh as to win wid hold the reepeect and confidence of the people. 

Atiulge Stillwell was united in marriage in May, 1872, with Anna L, Stan- 
ber, of Meio Five children have been born of this union, four of whom yet 
SUTVivY. 


JACOB RUFI—Prominently identified with the agricultural interests of 
Canvilly township, Neosho county is Jacob Ruti, whose name heads this article. 
Of foreiym birth, but of thovough American ideas and sentiments he is re 
garded among the inost representative of our German-American citizenship. 

Mr, Rufi was born al Stauffsbergz, Switzerland, September 24, 1842, antl 
vame to the United States with his parents when eight years of age. He is 
son of Abraham and Mary (Schabback) Ruf, and is the eighth in a family of 
twelve children, Upon their advent to this country the Ruii family settled 
in Osage eounty, Missouri, where Jacob grew to maturity and was educated 
limitedly. At the outbreak of the eivil war he chose the side of the Union 
as against the Confederacy, went to Iowa and enlisted June 14, 1861, m Com- 
pany M, Fifth Jowa Cavalry. He was at Port Donelson, Shiloh and Nash- 
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ville, while his three yeare of uctive service was passing and, on the 28th of 
October, 1864, when hu was discharged, he immediately re-enlisted as a. veteran 
anil helped to finish the war, being finally discharged on the 25th of August, 
1806. The war being over he returned to Osage county, Missouri, and engaged 
in the work of the farm till 1884 when he decided to try Kansas and came 
to Neosho county, Here be owns a substantially improved farm of two hun- 
dred and forty-five acres whioh he is successfully and profitably operating. 

In the month of ——————, 1866, Mr. Rufi married Christina Meyerato, 
who died in I881, being the mother of seven children, only one of whom i+ 
living, viz., Katie, wife of W. Roderick, a barber, of Colorado City, Colorado. 
Tn 1883, Mr. Rufi marriel Mise Enan Sehmoker, a daughter of Jacoh and 
Annie (THostetler) Schmoker. This wife died in 1891 leaving Fred, a teacher 
in Neosho wounty: Martha, Liazie, Mertha, Lydia and John. Mr Ruf married 
again in 1900, Mrs. A. L. Mine, his prosent wife. He is deeply interested in 
the education of his children and his eldest son gives promise of becoming one 
of the first teachers in the public schools of his county. 


THOMAS C. SALLORS—One of the well known farmers of Grant town- 
ship, Neosho courty, and one whose spirit of enterprise and progress ia uni- 
versully recognized, is Thomas C. Sailors. He settled in his adopted county 
iu what will be referred to as “modern times” but has made the years of hie 
residence here felt in a substantial and permanent manner, State develap- 
tent is the result of individual effort, of personal expansion, where each 
sopplants nature with the builder's art. To the mor recent generations is due 
the yrand march of progress in raval improvement in Kansas, apparently in s 
apirit of emulation. Numberel among this cluss of farmers is the subjeet of 
this personal record, 

He was born in Rush coynty, Indiana, Septembur 25, 1866, und is the 
firet son of Willinin M. and Lucinda Sailors, whose brief sketeh appears with 
thut of A. M. Sailors on another page of this volume. Indiana was the home 
of our subject until he was eighteen years of age. He was schooled there in the 
country and im the Kansas common schools, te which latter stute he accom- 
panied his parents in 1884. He resided in his father’s household and aided the 
emmon treasury til hia marnaye. In their trip to Kansas, Erie was their 
objective point, and when they arrived there our subject’: cash capital anrount- 
ei] to nine dollars, while he was thirteen dollars in debt, Nine years later, 
when he was married, his balance was well up “in the black” (on the credit 
side) and he has made steady and regular udvaneement since. The home farm 
of two hundred and forty acres is his and beside, le is acknowledged one ot 
the leading steckmen of his township. He is a breeder and grower of short 
horn cattle and of heavy draft and road horses, His herd of short horns are as 
fine as the state attords and his black Percheron and registered Hamiltonian 
are equal lo any thing ever brought to the state, Dis Mammoth and Spanish 
Jucks excite the admiration of the lovers of horse flesh and his pens of swine 
aro of the best blood obtainable, 
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The Cloverdale Steck Farm, embracing four hundred and one acres, is the 

name chosen by Mr, Sailors for his pluge and if the future is to be judged 
by the past, in his particular case, it is destined to become one of the widely 
an favorably known stook and breeding farms in Southenstern Kaneas. T'o 
rin a model stock and breeding farm is the high ideal to which he hopes to 
attain. To maintain his place stacked with the best blooded cattle, horses and 
mules, and to hold, annually, sales of this stock and to advertise the same 
Wiflely and thus promote its popularity and establish its permanence are the 
chief elements in his plan. The formation of a stock breeders’ association 1 
one of the early possibilities among the fine stock men of the district of 
Southeastern Kansas and the cataloguing of their registered stuff and their sale 
by catalog is anticipated at each annual public sale, 
"The head of Mx. Sailors’ herd of Shorthorns is “MeKinley 3,” and his 
lirst cow, or the mother of his herd is “Lettie B2* This pair is of the best 
vegisteral stock to which qualification each and eyery successor in the herd 
Mah unequivocally answer, 

‘Lo house lis stock comfortably requires five bums, at safe distances From 
eaeh other, and his machinery and implements of all kinds are as securely 
bheltered gs oie etovk, lis farm is divided into thirty-one lots and eleven 
tiles of fenee separate his erops from his herds. The owner of this property 
did not possess any land til July 16, 1896, and his estate has come to him 
as @ resulh OF hie individdal industry. foresight and good management. He 
not only asters his private affairs but takes an interest in public wiatlers, 
doing a citizen’s part 1m political campaigns und at times, serving as comunit- 
iceman for Grant township in Republican county caucuses. His attendance 
upon party conventions im county and state is no wnosual inatter bat official 
preferinunt for himect! has no special charm or attraction, Wis interest aud 
auceess in ayticulture has caused lim to be chosen director for several years of 
the Neosho Counay Mair Association. THis family consists of wife and three 
children, dle wis nurricd to Jessie C. Parker October 20. 1893. The ehildren 
are William Alonzo, Ruth and Ula, and his home is one of the tntereeting 
places in the country life of Neosho county, 


DAVLD W, STALL—The subject of this personal reference is one of tho 
wirly settlers af Neasho county and an nterprising’ -nd thrifty farmer of 
Shilo: townslap. He aceompanied his parents to the state in 1870 and, with 
the exception of two years spent in the Rocky Mountains, has been a perma- 
nent resident here since. 

Mr, Stall was born in Noble oounty, Indiana, February 23, 1853, and his 
varents were John and Lowsa (Weimer) Stall, the father of Pennsylvania 
lieth ind the mother of Ohie. The former came inte Ohio with his parents 
at four years of age and grew up in Star county on a farm, As a young mar- 
ried man he settled in Noble county, Indiana, where he resided till 1870 when 
he joined the throng westward bound and settled in Kansas, Te entered a 
clain} two and one-half miles southeast of Thayer, in Neosho county, where fie 
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rumaimed and prospered there till his death in 1890 at the age of sixty years. 
He acenmulated a body of three hundred and twenty acres of land, improved 
it handsomely, builling lis last residence in u pretty grove which he planted 
during hie first years in the state. Te attained prominence pot only ag a 
successful farmer but in public affairs of Neosho county, aleo. THe was an 
active Republican, was riliable and capable as a citizen and was, in conse- 
quence, taken up by his party fo represent the county im the legislature, He 
was twice elected to the office and hie service in the lower house was up to the 
full measure of party expectancy, 

John Stall died at three store years. lo was the father of five children 
and luis widow still survives at the age of seventy-three. The ohildren are 
Elmira, wile of Borda Cole, of SanFranciseo, California; Dayid W.:; Mattie, 
who married Nicholas Hardy, of Cottage Grove, Oregon; L. Albert is a 
merchant of Thayer, Kaneas, and Charles, of Los Angeiws, California. 

Davicl W. Stall aided his father in the development and improyement of 
the family homestead in Kansas ancl remained a member of the parental 
household till past his inajerity, Going west he spent two years as a Wage- 
worker in Colorado and then returned to his home county and made a hand 
by the month on a farm til lis marriage when he became a tenant on a rented 
farm. Ue now occupies the family homestead aud is engaged in its cultiva- 
Hien and inanagement, 

Mr. Stall was marricd December 25, 1882, to Miss Avis Butterfield, 
daughter of Franklin Buttertield. who came to Kansas from Lacelles county, 
Illinois, when Mrs. Stall was seventeen years of age. January 1s, 1892, Mrs, 
Stall passed away leaving motherless four small children, yiz. Iva, Arthus, 
Harry and John, ys was then a vhild of seven years and las taken @ prom- 
inunt part in the care of her younger brothers, She is her father’s mainstay 
as housekeeper and gives daily evidence of one having an old head on youny 
shoniders. 

Onur subject ie qaore than passively interested in polities. He is au 
ardent admirer of the principles of Republicanism and supporte the party of 
Abraham Lineoln at each recurring election. 


JOSEPH A. WELLS—The ecarhest known record of the Wells family 
tegins with the birth of John Carter Wells near London, Engluod, in the year 
1719. Hoe came to this country while a youth and though a cobbler by oaeu- 
pation he engaged in farming near Richmond in the Colony of Virginia. Te 
was married in 1746 and died at the age of 55. THe had a son, Carter Wells, 
who was born on the old homestead near Richmond in 1750, Carter was a 
soldier in the Revolutionary wer, was a farmer and a local minister. He was 
married in 1774, and removed to Nashville, Tenn., where his son, Philip, was 
born July 4, 1776, In 180% Philip married Miss Lucy Bottom. He served 
in the war of 1812 and participated in the battle of New Orleans. On his re- 
turn home in 1815 he began preaching as a Baptist minister, He moved to 
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Green county, Il, in 1829, where he diced at the age of 74. TLis wife died at thy 
home of her son, Samuel, March 23, 1863, aged 90 yoars. This son, Samuel 
Wells, was horn September 15, 1809, near Nashville and emigrated with his 
father to Llineis. Soom afterward he lost hig wife and three youngnst ehild- 
ren by «leath, leaving Samuel with one son, William L.. who died in 1900 at 
the age of 69. After the death of his first wifo Samuel iarried Mary Powers, 
the mother of Joseph A, Wells, the sulyjact of this sketch. He was born March 
24, 1888, near Walkerville, Ullinois, where he Jived mtil 1860 when he mar- 
tied Matilda Wood. He enlisted Auguet 10, 1862, a8 a private io Company HF, 
Ninety-iret Mlinois Infantry. He was mustered in as orderly sergeant Sep- 
tember 8, 1802, He was captured by John Morgan’s raiders at Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky, December 21. 1562, He was paroled and sent to Benton barracks 
until he was exchanged Jome 24,1868, While at Benton barracks le was allow- 
ed lo make frequent. visits at home, While heme on parole in June, 1868, be 
joined the Masonic ordi taking all three degrews on the same day. After hy 
joined his regiment he was sent to Viekwhure, July 7, 1863, where he remained 
for thirty days and then went to Port Hudson. From there he went to New 
Orloans, in August, thence on the Atchafalaya campaign where he participated 
im all its memorable Iwtitles. He returned to Now Orleans on October Lath 
and left for Texas on government steamers October 23, 1403. Te landed ot 
Pomt Tsahelle, Texas, November 3, 1863, and marched te Brownsville, skirm- 
ishing most of the way, Ie remained ot Brownsville until Joly, 1864, when 
he returned to Point Lsahelle whore he located at Boea Chica until December 
of that year, Ae then went to New Orloans where his regiment served as provost 
guard until February 20, 1864, when it was assigned to the Thirteenth army 
carps and started for Mobile, fighting the battles of Spanish Fort and Blakeley 
in April, 1865. He was on the battle of Whistler, this being the last hostile 
atfair cast of the Mississippi river, where as many ag 1,000 mon wero engage. 
aid was fought April 14, 1865. At this battle Captain Jos, A. Wells was in 
command of the advance line, On April 16th he went to Fort Granger where 
he remained till May {th when he went to Mobile and was mustered ont on 
July 12th, reaching home on Joly 2th. The second lieutenant of his eqm- 
pany resigned Awrust 16, 1863, the first lieutenant resigned September 1, 1805, 
and (Captain Lakin having deserted February 28, 1863,) this left Mr. Wells 
virtually in conimand of the company. THe was mustered in ag first lieutenant 
on August 14, 1864, and was made cuptain in November, to rank from March 
1, 1803. Captain Wells never lost a roll call or missed 4 meal while he was 
in the service. After he was mustered out he was tendered a commission in the 
regular army. as lieutenant of cavalry but declined the offer. 

Joseph A. Wells was one of the founders of both Erie and Chanute anil 
waa a member of the original townsite company of each town. In the early 
days he served a term as probate judge of Neosho county. His children are 
as follows. Taryel T’., who died at the age of thirty-nine; Seth G., the anbject 
of the sketch below; Byron C., who died in 1898, aged thirty: Logan EL, now 
living in Oklahoma; Jay ©.. of Erie, and Jennie E., now Mra, J. 8. Rogers, 
of Wellington, Kansas. Judge Wells was married again in 1894 to Miss Mary 
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J. Hazen but there are no children. He has been an active participant in all 
the enterprises thut have been carried on in the city and county since his 
residence in the state, and has organized most every secret society in the city 
of Brie, He was the founder of the Select Friends and was at the head of 
that society for a number of years. He is a thirty-seeond degree Mason, being 
a member of the Conaistory at Fort Scott. 


SETH G WHLLS—sSeth G. Wells, son of Jos. A. Wells, was born Jan- 
uary 12, 1803, in (areen county, Illinois, and came to Neosho county with his 
peaple when he was two years old. With the exception of two years which he 
spent in California he has lived continuously at Erie. At the age of nineteen 
he entered the Republican Record office, then owned by Ben, J, Smith, and 
worked there as a printer wntil he became postmaster in 1807. He has filled 
every position on the Record from imp to editor, While foreman of the office 
in 1897 he was appointed by President MeKinley to be postmaster at Erie and 
Was renppointed by President Roosevelt in 1902. In both cases the appoint- 
ment was made without any opposition at home, At the Republican state 
convention at Wichita. May 28, 1902, he was nominated for Auditor of State 
vn tle secon ballot, receiving every vete of his home congressional district. 
Qn June 1, 1902, he bought the Republican Record and is now the editor, 
publisher and proprivtor of the paper ou which he set his first stick of type. 
He was married April 28, 1884, to Miss Ella Edwards and they are the parents 
of two children, Elizabeth Olive, born January 25, 1895, at Erie, and Don K., 
horn July 20, 1887, at San Diego, California, Young Don was a page in the 
Kansas state senate in the session of 1901 and is now learning the printers’ 
trade in his father’s olfice. 


TENNESSEE M. CHAMBERS—An illnstration of the reward which 
certainly follows intelligently direeted effort is found in the brief but bril- 
liant career of him whose name introduces this article. Born of humble but 
honorable and industrious parents and with the most limited opportunity for 
intellectunl advancement, aside from reading and self-instruction, he has 
carved out a destiny oveditable, alone, to one who has reached the last stake in a 
lifetime of Jahor. A vouth without the quality makes the man of poverty, 
purposeless and a crane in society, Industry and integrity constitute the wedge 
which enables the boy to drive himself inte the great mass of wriggling human- 
ity and possess some channel which leads m the direction of success, 

Bates ommty, Missouri, is the native place of our subject, and on the Sth 
day of October, 1869, he was born, John W. Chambers, his father, wos a 
farmer and a native of Missouri, as was likewise his wife, nee, Sarah J, Cowlev. 
Upon leaving the farm the senior Chambers took a clerkehip in a mercantile 
establishment in Butler, Missouri, and was employed there @ number of years. 
Following this he went into the employ of a railroad company and is today 
occapying Oo position with a Texas line. 
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At sixteen years of age T. M. Chambers engaged to work for the Missouri 
Pacitio Rojlroad company as call boy at the Pleasant Hill station. For a year 
and a half he filled this position and then went out onto the road as a brakes- 
man, After four years he left the Missouri Pacifie and went to the Missouri, 
_ Kansas & Texas railway and took a ram from Parsons to Hannibal, Later 

he went into Texas and had. headquarters at Denison and Hillsboro with the 
saline Cumipany. While down there he received an injury to his spine which 
disqualitied him fur further railhoad work and which kept him an invalid 
for two years. Upon recovering his strength he loeated in Xenia, Kansae, 
Where he parchased a amall stoek of goods and established himeelf as a mer- 
chant. Jn leas than a year he mover his business to Blue Mound, Linn county, 
und enlarged his establishment to a general store, Ho continued business 
there with exeditable sueeess for two and a half years, or until his removal io 
Stark, Neosho county, hie present location. 

The firm of Chambers & Kimball hegan business in Stark in February, 
1901. Theirs is a general store and is one of the large and popular places of 
hosiness in the county. Its proprietors are men of good business judgment 
and the success of their enterprise is assured from the very nature anid extent 
of their business experience and training. 

Mr. Chambers met, in Denison, Texas, Miss Lottie Mergill, who became 
his wife on the 15th day of January, 1896. They haye a quiet and comfortable 
home tn Stark where they are appreciated for their real worth. 

Mr, Chambers exchanged his interests in Stark for a farm near Hepler, 
Kansas, and resides on the same. , 


CHARLES SUMNER NATION—Among the pioneers of Kansas ia 
wumbered Charles 5, Nation of this review. He was born in Des Moines, Lowa, 
January 6, 185%, but the following year his parents moved into [Kansas, 
éettling in Doniphan county, where the father enlisted for service in the 
Union army. He joined company B, Fourth Kansas Infantry, but the hard- 
chips and exposure incident to army service weakened his cqnstitution so that 
he was sent. home where he died on the 10th of April, 1863, The widow 
and mother of onr subject, then took her family to her old home in Indians 
where Charles was reared and where, in the Normal school at Valparaiso, he 
acquired his education. He graduated from this institution in 1879 and the 
next year returned to Kansas and located in Wilson county where be taught 
school in winter and read law in summer. His teaching waa dono largely 
in the rural districts of Wilson and Neosho counties where he became widely 
known as a strong and effective teacher. THe was identified with educational 
work in the two counties for fifteen years: was principal of the schools at 
Altoona and Benedict and finished hig sehool work as principal of the St. Paul 
ethools. He served on thy teachers’ examining board of each county, has 
been a member of the Chanute board of education for five years and is now 
aorving hie second term as its president. 
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Mr. Nation was admitted to the har at Erie in 1891 and practiced law 
there and at 8. Paul til 1896, when he located in Chanute and formed a law 
partnership with H. P. Farrelly. In a short time he purchased the Chanute 
Blade and for 1 few months devoted his time to its publication. He sold 
the paper in November, 1896, to John I’, Roe, and the month following, of (he 
sane vear, purchased the Chanute Times and published it (il Joly, 1898, when 
he sold tt to A. H. Turner, 

In L887 our subject became Mmterested in the breeding of thoroughbred 
cattle and hogs, and in the raising of fine chickens, Hereford cattle, Poland 
China hogs and Plyniouth Roek chickens become his infatuation and he 
equipped himself for their saceessful handling adjoining the vity limits of 
Chanute, southwest of luwn, and this business consumed his attention for a 
number of years. 

Charles S. Nation is a representative of au old and influential family of 
Indiana. Ie is a son of Samson Nation and a grandson of Enoch Nation, 
whose origin and history ie referred to in the sketch of Seth Nation in this 
volume. Sanson Nation married Naney KE. Conn, a daughter of Adam IV. 
Corn, a suceessful farmer of Heury county. Lidinnn, The latter married Mary 
Clary and was the father of eight children of whom Mrs. Nation wae the 
third. Seven children were orphaned hy the death of Samsan Nation, as 
follows. Sophia, wife of G. N. Resoner, of Pueblo, Colorado; Adam Eli, who 
diel in ISTH: Eve C., who is Mrs. 3. BR. Brown, of Chanute: Willinm H., af 
Shaw, Nanais; Florette May Snodgrass, who died in 1897; Charles S., and TB. 
Frank, of Webb City, Missouri. 

To the polities of Nuosho county Mr, Nation is not a stranger, Ho ia 
one of the staunch and representative Republicans and his is a familiar face in 
wounty and district conventions of the party. He is eommitteeman for Tioga 
township and at this time (Aug. 1002) secretary of Neosho connty central 
committer and also justice of the peace. He was an enthusiastic member of 
the Kansas Sons of Veterans during the bighwater mark of the ordur, He 
serve] his camp us captain, his division as inspector and his state ue eoloyel, 
being elected in 1889, and having acquitted himself with honor and credit and 
was held in high esteem by the order as testified ta in their presentation to him 
at the clase of his vear’s serview (at the Salina encampment in 1890) of a 
handsome gold wateh, elegantly and appropriately envraved. Of his achieve- 
nents in connection with this order, Mir. Nation is justly proud. When he 
retired trom the colencley nearly every county m the state had a eamp und 
the membership had reached away into the thousands, reaching the highest 
point in the history of the order’s existence. 

On the 14th of May, 1895, Mr. Nation married Lora M. MeCune, a 
daughter of Jacob and Catherine (Dome) McCune, Pennsylvania people. Mrs. 
Nation was born near Chambersburg, Pemnsylvama, in 864, and came fo 
Kansas in 18TH. Mr. Nation ts a Master Mason, an Odd Fellow, a Knight of 
Pythiag, and A. H. ‘T. A. He resides with his wife at present mm » handsome 
and comfortable dwelling udjoining the townsite on the southwest, where he 
has cus, telephone aod other modern conveniences. He owne n number of 


TUSTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS, 105 


tenant houses in the city of Chanute, a valuable tract of land to the south. 
west of town, has enough of money at interest to make him a comfortable 
ting. ile is at present doing a real estate and loan business in the city of 
Chanute. 


GEORGE P. WILDER—When the old town of Tioga, Neosho county, 
was founiled there was identified with it, among a few other leading men af 
Channte, George P. Wilder, the snbject of this review. He came to the 
eounty in 1871 and opened a drug store for B. W. Woodard and Company, of 
Lawrence, Kansas, establishing himself as the second druggist of Tioga. Hé 
hod been in Kansas since 1855 and had accompanied his parents hither from 
Massachusetts where, in Bolton, he was born on the 20th of December, 1844. 
His father was Abrain Wilder and his mother’s maiden name was Cynthia 
Fletcher and the parents reared their family of three children to honorable 
and useful lives. The father was a blacksmith by trade and passed away in 
Lawrence in 1868, He was born also in Bolton, Massachusetts, in which stan 
his wile was also given birth. The latter died in Lawrence in 1875, 

George P. Wilder wus only eleven years old when he became identified with 
the frontier in Kansas. He grew to manhood and was educated in Lawrence 
aod hegan life ona farm, During the war of the rebellion he was quartermas- 
ture ¢lurk in the 2nd Kansas colored regiment aod was in the service some 
maonths, He engaged in the drug business, as an employv, some time after 
the war and came to Southern Kansas at the direction of Woodward & Com- 
puny, to whose business he afterward succeeded as proprietor and owner. He 
has continued in the book and stationery and drug business to the present. 
Aside from being a merchant, his relation to Chanute has been that of a member 
of the city council, in which capacity he served eighteen months. In polities 
le is & Republican and his secret order connections embrace u membership in 
the Masons, Kmghts of Honor, Woodmen and Workmen. 

Mr. Wilder married Miss Eliza M. Crew November 28, 1867, and has a 
daughter, Miss Anna C, Wilder. 


ELIJAH W. WHEELER—'The well known farnier of Neosho county, 
Biv Creek township, whose name heads this article, was born in Brown county, 
Illinois, September 13, 1839, and is a son of Charles ‘Tl, Wheeler, a Kentucky 
veritleman, who married Elizaheth Morris, a native of North Carolina. The 
parents were married in Hlinvie and lived in that state till 1876 when the 
father migrated to Kansas and settlud in Neosho county where he died in 
al seventy-five years of age. The mother died in 1850 at about middle life, 

Our subject is the oldust of eight children, five of whom yet live, He 
was reared in Sehuyler and MeDonough counties. Tllinois, and remained with 
his parents till he was of age. He married Mary A. James in 1862 and was 4 
tenant there on a farm till 1869 when he came to Kansas. He settled on a 
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piece of the disputed Jand in Neosho county and helped fight the famous suit 
with the railroad company for eight vears before he obtained a patent. for 
his home. He came to the state with wagon and team and a little money and 
began building his home right out on the wild and grassy prairie ond the 
erection of his pioneer shanty absorbed nearly all his cash. To help sustain 
life during the period of pestilence and drouth he worked for fifty cents a day 
unl took his pay in earn at “seyenty-cents a bushel’ and, on one occasion. 
worked three daye for one grist of corn, While these conditions were dis- 
coraging, he did net give up, but kept moving and came out of the fire of 
isaster an intrepid warrior and a courageous man. Today his well improved 
farm yields to him abundantly und the secant raiment and cornbread and 
sorghnm have given way to abundant and fashionable attire, and to a table 
croaming toder the weirht of « variety of healthful food to satinte the eon- 
science of the inner man, 

Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler's children are eight in number, as follows. Perry 
K.. who died at twenty-six years; John W.: Sidney C.: Charlee E., who died nt 
twenty-four; Sion R.z Lizzie J.: Alice TL, and Surah 1. The parents are 
inembers of the Sayonburg Councl, Knights and Ladies of Security, and the 
father iso Democrat and has served hie township six years as a peace officer, 
As a farmer hw has done his best with the resourees at his command and as a 
citizen he has fulfilled the letter of the law and his eharaeter is unscarred by 
slander and his reputation unscathed by neighborly gossip, 


REASON V. MYERS—In the person introduced in this article we pre- 
sent riot only a pioneer of Neogho county but also a pioneer of Kansas. Tle 
was brought into the state in 155) and passed the nine years preeeding his 
advent to Neosho county in Brown county, near Hiawatha, Kansas. His par- 
enie were of the tenant claas, very Limited in means and came to Neosho county 
Lo acquire a home on the public lands then so numerous in Southern Kansas. 
They took a claim in Canville township in L468 and remained permanent and 
respected citizens of the locality, 

Mr. Myers was born in LaSalle county, Mlinois, November 2, 1857, and is 
u son aud second child of Ransom and Mutiida (Cecil) Myers, who had eleven 
children. The father was born in the state of North Carolina in 1824, and the 
mother’s native stute was the same, where she was born in 1828. Of their large 
family of ehildren, ten still survive. Reason V. was, like his brothers and 
sisters, educated in the country schools and his training was, therefore, Limited. 
When he began life it wae with more of « etore of youth and strength than 
education. He took up farming as a farm hand or tenant, and continued it 
till he located himself near Karlton and began the improvement of hia one 
hundred and sixty acre tract just couth of that place. At this time he engaged 
in the hay, grain and coal business in the little village and has, since 1895, 
continued im this occupation. The venture has proven a successful one and he 
has prosecuted it vigorously, He is well known among the dealers in the 
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markets of Kansas City, Chicago and St. Louikx and other points, to whom his 
honsigninents have been made and each year wntil 1901 hie weekly output—in 
seasoii— was a large and profitable one, 

011 December 25, 1899, Mr. Myers married Miss M. J. Gihzon, a daughter 
of Randolph and Charity Gibson, and born in Neosho county, Kansas on the 
15th day of March, 1876. The Gibson’s came to Kansas from Indiana anil 
wwere the parents of eleven children, Mr. and Mrs, Myers’ only chilil i+ 
Randall V. Myers, born May 4, 100. 


LUTHER CON E—Born near Deleware, Ohio, March , 1842, Son of 
Luther Cone and one of the 8,000 direct descendants of Daniel Cone, (bh, 1624 + 
d. Ort. +, 1706.) who was one of the twenty-eight founders of Haddam, 
Connecticut, in 1662. He was the seventh of a family of twelve, six of whom 
are today living, His father was born near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, anid 
his mother, whose maiden name was Margaret Obershiner, was reared there, 
In 1847, his father sold out his farms and his factory at Deleware, Ohio, and 
moved to Missourl; moving on to Kansas in “60, and settling at Lawrenee, 
where the family remained some years. 

At the outbreak of the civil war, the subject.of this sketch, following im 
the footsteps of his older brothers and sisters, was attending the Ohio Wesleyan 
LC mversity at Deleware, Ohio, and remained there until be could stand the 
war fever ho longer. Ile enlisted at Deleware, and was mustered in at Camp 
Chase, in Company ©, One Hundred and Eighty-Sixth Ohio Infantry, a privare 
dul received) his discharge in February, 1865, He was home on sick leaye tc 
Lawrence during the Quantrell raid, and narrowly escaped death, He caine 
to Chanute from Luwrence June 18, 1870, and has been a resident of the town 
ever sinee. 

He studied law with the old firm of Knowles & Woodsworth, and was 
admitted to the Neosho county bar in 1874, retiring from the profession i 
1890. Durme his active business life here he has been justice of the peace 
eight years, police judge six yeurs, erty clerk twelve years, city attorney two 
years, city treasurer one year, and was once a candidate for probate judge vn 
the Independent ticket, 

He married, May 4, 1874, May Bertha Giles, daughter of Pearce Giles of 
Isle of Wight, England, and of this union, four children resulted, three boye 
and one girl, all now living. He is at present the editorial writer on tho 
Chanute Daily Sun, estublished in 1896, by his eldest son, Frederick P. Cone, 
and still publehed by him. 


WALTER G, STIERWALT, an early Kansan and a farmer of progress 
and stability of Neosho county, was born in Morgan county, Indiana, August 
22,180. His father, Henry Stierwalt. was a native of the state of Kentuely 
where he was married to Miss Ruth Guys, a North Carolina lady. The parents 
were distinetly farmers and left the Hoosier state in 1870 and settled on the 
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frontier of Kansas. They established their home in Grant township, Neosho 
county, where the father died in 1872 at the age of sixty-five years while the 
mother lived to be sixty-six years of age, dying in 1884. Their children were 
eleven in number and our eubject was the Jast birth but one. 

W. G. Stierwalt was schooled only limitedly, He aided his mother 
greatly in her widowhood, as he was the only son then at home. He cared for 
her and was her mainstay till death, He still remained with the old home-, 
stead and is now its owner, having a well improyed farm of a quarter section, 
well wattered, well tilled and fertile. Beside the work of the farm, for fifteen 
years he endured the exposure incident to the proper operation of a threshing 
machine, whieh work did munch toward the injury of his hitherto robust ancl 
vigorous health. His ambition was te acquire the ownership of the old home 
and he was determined to do it tf Industry and perseverance would do it, This 
accomplished, he has been content to conduct the simple affairs of his estate 
and to deport himself as a loyal evtizen and true neighbor, 

December 7, L885, Mr. Stierwalt was married to Miss Luella Baird wito 
was born in Indiana and who came to Kansas with her parents when A 
child. The children of this marriage are four in number; namely, Artie, 
Frank, Parl and Ralph, who are being trained to duties of the home and farin 
ail to become tiseful men and good citizens, 

Mr, Stierwalt was reared a Democrat but possesses strong Republican 
leanings. He is a member of lodge number 472, L. O, O. I. of Stark. Mr. 
Stierwalt died March 26, 1902. 


— 


DR. 3S. H. MURPHY—One of the early settlers of  Nuoslo 
county is Dr §8& 8. Marphy. of ‘Thayer, He was born 
in Gibson county. Indiana, October 17, 1862, and at eight years of 
ave his parents migrated into Kansas und located in New Chicago, now Cha- 
oute, His father was Samuel D, Murphy and his mother was Emuw (Barton) 
Murphy, both of whom were of Indiana birth. They were farmers and both 
diel in the year 1870 at forty-live and thirty-nine years, tively. The 
father was a Union soldier and surverl three years in defense of the “old flay” 
when rebel hosts were threatening the integrity of the Union of the states. 

Dr. Murphy is the fourth of seven children—Jolin H. and Lewik W. 
Murphy, of Chanute being his brothers. The doctor received a good education 
in the common schools at Earlton and Grenola, Kansas. He learned telegraphy 
and served several years as agent and operator at different poimts, five years 
of which was at Grenola, Kansas, in the employ of the Santa Fe Railroad 
company. In L892 he took up the study of medicine with Dr. F. P. Hatfield, 
of Grenola, and attended the Eclectic Medical Institute at Cincinnati, Ohin, 
and graduated from it in 1886. He located in Thayer the same year where 
he is in the enjoyment of a most eatiafactory practice. He is examiner for the 
benevolent societies, the Mocern Woodmen and -Ancient Order of United 
Workmun, the Fraternal Benefit Association and the Patriarehe of America. 
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He is an Odd Fellow and a member of the State Eclectic Medical Assooiation. 
fle is a Workman and has been initiated into the mysteries of Free- 
masonry, 

Oetober 5, 1896, Dr, Murphy married Anna Lawrence, a daughter of (y. 
W. Lawrence and a native of the state of Illinois, One child, a daughter, Ethel 
Mario, has been born of this union. 

The foreguing is a brief review of the life work of a self-made man. 
Thrown upon his own responsibility at a very carly age he has achieved some- 
thing subetantial and has worked his way honorably into the realm of useful- 
nese, Limited resourees have not deterod him from the accomplishment of his 
object in life and he promises to comport himself with eredit to the schoo! 
he represents. 


SEMI ROBINSON—For twenty-one years the subject of this memotr has 
been a resident of Kanes. Tis settlement in Coffey county in 1881 marked 
the beginning of his connection with the prairies of the Sunflower State, and 
a residence in Woodson county and ten years spent in Neosho eounty tell the 
story of hik exreer on this side of the Mississippi. But Mr. Robinson is essen- 
tially u western man. He was born in St. Clair county, Illinois, where his 
futher settled as a pioneer, hie birth oceurring on the 14th of February, 1835. 
He is a son of John R. and Piety (Wakefield) Robinson, the former’s people 
beinw North Carolinans and the lattor’s native of Georgia. The parents were 
ilarriegt in Indiana and came from that state into Tllinois before the latter 
was admitted into the Unien- 

Semi Robinson was the fourth child of his parents, who had five sons ane 
ive daughters. He was a country youth and his opportunities for an education 
wore those of the rural district, Ln December, 1863, he enlisted in Company L. 
Twentieth Mlinois Volunteer Infantry, and took part in every engagement of 
his regiment during the war. He was discharged at Louisville, Kentucky, in 
July, 1865, and settled on a farm in Jetferson county, Hlinois, on his return 
to civil pursuits. He remained in his native state till 1881 when he swelled 
the throng of old soldiers bound for the west and located in Kansas. He resicl- 
ed in Colley county four years, in Woodsen county seven years, and has been 
Humbered among the modest farmers of Neosho county for more than ton 
years. 

In 1852 Mr, Robinson was first married, his wife being Mary B. Cochran, 
of Franklin county, Illinois, who lived only a few days. August 7, 1853, he waa 
agmin married, Mary. M. Dale becoming hie wife, June 17, 1900, Mrs Rob- 
inson died leaving the following children. John W., who is in the employ of 
the Missouri Pacitic railroad at Yates Center, Kansas, and Chas. A. Robinson, 
a blacksmith, of Gas, Kansas. April 17, 1902, Mr. Robinson took » third wife, 
Mrs. Klizabeth Adkison becoming the lady of his choice. She was formerly 
Miss Blizabath Woleott and is a daughter of Moses H. and Mary (Burney) 
Wolcott, and was born in Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, April 28, 1833. 
The Wolcotts were originally from Connecticut and the Burneys from Penn- 
sylvania where they met and where Mrs, Robinson’s parents were married, and 
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from whence they emigrated to Louisa county, lowa, when Mrs. Robinson wus 
a little girl, She grew up there and married Robt, O. Watson who died as a 
member of Company (, Righth lowa Infantry. Mrs. Robinson married the 
second time May 2, 1867, her husband being John Hodson, He died in 1894, 
antl in 1895 his widow married J. W. Adkieon, who died in 1900. Mrs, Rob- 
inaey came to Kansas in L870 with her second husband and settled in Neosho 
vounty. 

Mr, Robinson is not only well known as a citizen but his political senti- 
ments are matters of common information. He has been Republican ever 
since the party Was organized and has helped to fight its battles for more than 
forty years. He cast his first vote in Franklin county, Llinois, and in the cam- 
pagn of 1846 he cast his first ballot for president. As a citizen he is a wentle- 
man of wide aeqnaintance and wherever known is highly esteemed. 


HENRY M. CHRISLER—One of the wealthy and worthy farmers vf 
Walnul Grove township is lie who is under consideration and discussion in this 
reyiew. He was born in Schenvctady county, New York, July 22, 1845, had 
rural training of mind and body and whe a son of Sylvester Chrisler. The 
latter came lo maturity in the same eounty and state and was married there to 
Mary Vine. This umon was productive of William J,, of Freeport. Illinois; 
Rolund O.. of Clarion, Iowa, und Hiomry M. The mother died m 1850 and the 
father married a second wife, who bor him a son, Jolin Chrisler, of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. Sylvester Chrisler died in 1876 ut sixty-five years of age. 

At the age of eightven years Henry M. Chrisler began learning the car- 
riage mantlueturing business and when he had anustered the trade he built 
a factory in the eity of Sehnectady and wae engaged im its operation eight years. 
About this date his tather died and the son found it necessary to suspend, or 
close our, his own affairs to attend tye those of his father’s estate. He closed 
it op successfully and about thie time (1888) was married to Miss Jennie 
Knowlton, a New York Indy, who survived only a comparutivyely short time. 
Reing ugain alone and having a desire to see the west he took a trip to the 
central western and northern states of lown and Minnesota, and finally to Kan 
sis, reaching the last named state in 1890.) He was captivated by the climate 
f the west and by the country itewlf, and ineidyntally by one of its fair 
inhabitants, and he decided to locate here, He returned to New York and in 
the early aprimg of 181 returned to Nansas where he was married Jime 4, 
1891, te Miss Twnora V. Boght. Mra Chrisler wae born in Freeport, Dlingis, 
September 30. 1867, and was the daughter of Hiram and Hulda Ann (Tisdale) 
Bright. Tor father was one of the noted men of Ilingis, bemg a member of 
congress froin one of the districts of that state when Lincoln and Douglas 
were stumping the state on their famous debating tour, He was chairman of 
their meeting at Freeport, was widely known over the state, was a good lawyer 
und waa ulwaye a prominent figure in polities, LHe died in 1883 at the age ol 
fifty-nine years. His wife survived him till 185d when she died at fifty-four 
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years of age. Their three daughters still survive, viz, Mrs. BE. H. Pond, of 
Denver, Colorade; Mrs. H. M. Chrisler, and Mrs Marvin, of Freeport, Ilinois, 
In 1580 Orlando Tisdale, uncle of Mrs. Chrisler, came to Kansag and bought « 
half soetion of lund. At his death in 1893 this beautiful farm became the 
property of Mrs. Chrisler, the uncle haying no more fayored heir. This farm 
is Hear the center of Walnut Grove township and is one of especial beauty and 
fertility. Here our subject makes his home, surrounded by all the comforts 
and many of the Inxurics of life. Biennially he and his wife make a trip to 
Mr. Chrisler’s New York home where he has large real vstate interests, in 
hoth the country and eity of Schenectady. As a farmer Mr, Chrisler is an ey- 
teusive operator, combining the cultivation of the soil with the raising of 
fine road horaes, he owning some of the best in the state, 

Two children have come to Mr. and Mrs. Chrisler to bless their union, vie., 
Lucig Allen and Iornold Bright. Republican principles are espoused by Mr, 
Chrisler in political controversies and while he has no record as on active 
worker or an enthusiast he defends the faith when his belief is personally at- 
lackeeL Noosho county is fortunate in the possession of a man of Mr. Chnie 
ler’s character and integrity, adding a6 it does, to the high moral tone of the 
unty and to its standing as one of the solid and wealthy counties of the 
alate. 

In the spring of 1902 Mr. Chirislor leased his farm and returner to 
Sehenmitady., New York. 


AUGUST FE, HEWETT, M. D.—Medicine as a science hae engaged the 
attention of learned men io all times and countries and their researches and disz- 
coverives have broudened and enriehed this fleld of seience and bronyht to it 
development surpassing that of any branch of the industries or professions, Ag 
3 calling it has been dignified with the serious attention of persons of the 
highest attainments, in all ages and climes, and it is their love ter Tt and faith 
in it that has eaused schools and colleges for its propagation and norturing 
to spring up all over the states of our mmion. Men and women of promise are 
entering upon careers of preparation for the practice of the science by increased 
thousands each year, and. in the light of past achievements, with almost limit- 
loss possibilities. "Their college curriculum finished, their real work las but 
just begun. The practical side is the interesting and developrog side and 
without a self-confidence and a degree of originality the young doeetor sono 
iscovers the word “failure” written across his future and loses the race. 
It is with the hope of suceess that men engage in business or the professions. 
and this fact alony was the inducement which led Dr. Hewett to prepare him- 
self for the profession’ which he is practicing. 

Tike most persons who engage succesefully in the prefussions, Dr. Hewett 
was a farmer’s son and his savial and educational environment, until he 
reached his majority, were entirely rural. THe was born in Wayne eouty, Indi- 
ana, July 22, 1860, and in 1869 came with his paronts to Neosho county, Kan- 
sas. Thomas Hewett, our subject’s father, was born near Dayton, Ohio, in 
1835 and was married to an Indiana lady, Miss Emily A. Barrett. The father 
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learned the trade of a@ carpenter and also carried on farming. On settling in 
Neosho county, Kansas, he entered a tract of government land, improved it 
and cultivated it till his retirement to Stark only a few years since. It wae 
within three miles of the village of Stark that he reared his family of six suns, 
August E. being the second born. 

At twenty-one years of age Dr. Hewett entered Baker University where he 
completed a two year’s course of instruction, going thence into the office of an 
uncle in Fort Seott—Dr, Barnett—to begin his medical training. In the 
course of time he entered Keokuk Medical College, Keokuk, lowa, and spent 
a year and a half there, Returning to Dr. Barnett’s office in Fort Scott he 
continued his studies for entrance to Rush Medial eollege, Chicago. He 
graduated from this institition in 1889 at the head of his clause and, upon 
receiving his diploma, returned to Fort Scott and became a partner in the 
practice with his old preceptor. This business relationship continued for three 
years, or until the failure of the health of our subject when he withdrew from 
the firm, returned to Neosho county and spent some months recuperating wpon 
the old home farm. Tis health restored, he opened an office in Stark, his 
home town, and has here built up a most desirable practice and an enviable 
reputation as a physician and gentleman. 

While practicing temporarily at Suvonburg, Kansas, Dr. Hewett met 
Miss Bertha Moore, a teacher in the village schools, whom he married on the 
lst of November, 1898. Mrs. Hewett’s father was J. D. Moore who settled 
in Allen county many years ago, an emigrant from the state of ———————— 

In_1900 the doctor had the misfortune to lose his oMioe, instruments and 
library by fire, but his energy and determination are winning back the finan- 
via! feature of his losaes. He is medical examiner for the Modern Woodmen, 
the Knights and Ladies of Security, the Fraternal Aid, Royal Neighbors and 
the New York Life Insurance company. 


SETH NATION—An ex-tressurer of Neosho county and a gentleman 
whose residence therein dates from centennin) year is Seth Nation of thie 
notice, He came from Howard connty, Indiana, to Kansas and located in 
Canville township, Neosho eounty, where he purchased a tract of raw and 
untamed land upon which he made his home so long as his residence was mnin- 
tained in the country. 

Our subject is a native of Deleware county, Indians, born April 16, 1843. 
He was brought up in that and Henry county and had the advantages of a 
country school education. His father was Enoch Nation who went to Tndisua 
about 1819 from near Ashland, Kentucky, where he ‘was a neighbor to the 
“Groat Pacificator,’ Henry Clay. He was born in Tennessee 
and = livel in Kentueky before he settled m Indiana. He 
took up a tract of the public domain in Deleware county, 
Indiana, upon which he did the first work toward — establish- 
ing a home for the Nations in that state. He married Sophia Thompson in 
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Honry cowity. the “Hoosier State,” whose father, David Thampeono, settled 
there in 180, The latter was one of General Anthony Wayne's scouts unl his 
written distharge from the army is an heirloom of the family. 

Kuoch Nation was # militia captain in Indiana and when the Mexivan 
war came on the whole company enlisted but the war ended before it reachod 
the scene of hostilities, Captain Nation died in Dublin, Wayne county, Indi- 
ana, in 1877, at the age of seventy-seven years. His wife died in 1874, being 
the mother of the following children. Sampson, who died at Wathena, Kansaa, 
in L663; Davi, whe was captain of Company B, Sixty-ninth Indiana Volun- 
ter = nfuntry, war of the rebellion: Mary, who dint in 
Wh3; William. who diel — in IN77: Susan, who died in 
1846; Celie ALY, wife of John B. Mills, of Marion, Indiana: James R., 
captuin of Company &, Ninth Indiana Cavalry; Rhoda, deceased wife of Mark 
Tulley; Emily, of Sioux Falls, Sonth Dakota, wile of Milton Leakey; Seth, 
our subjects Enoch, who was ane of the yietine of the “Sultana” near Mem- 
his, Tennessee; Charles, of Matthews, Indiana, and Sarah, who married 
Joseph Hedlgepeth and resides at Union City, Indiana, 

The Nations of this line emanate from a trio of that name who came to 
America and settled in North Carolina very early in the history of our country. 
Sampson Nation, grandfather of ovr subject, was a soldier in our second wur 
with England, Tle had four sons, namely, Seth, who died in Deleware county. 
Indiona, leaving a sons William, of New Lisbon, Indiana; Abel. who resided 
af the same plave, and Enoch, father of our supjeet, 

Seth Natron of (hie review passed hie boyhood upon the famn. Angust 
i, Us61, he entisted in Company A, Bighth Judiaim Infantry for service in 
(he war of the rebellion. LHe was mustered in at Indianapolis and the regiment 
was Placed under General Fremont, who was then stationed in Missouri and 
looking after Lhe rebels there. The Wattle of ea Ridge, Arkansas, was tha 
first serious engagement in whielr our subject participated, Following this 
tame the Vieksburg campaign and then came the Bayou Teselt expedition in 
Lowsiann. The Bighth Indiana was then sent to Texas with other troops and 
was rendesvoused for a time at [ndianola at whieh point Mr, Nation was trans- 
ferred to the Sisty-ninth Indiana and tovk part in the Red river expedition 
with it. Ia July, 1864, le shipped with his regiment af New Oricans and weet 
uy way of Washington, D. C., to the Shenandoah Valley where. at Clirleston, 
Virginia, on the Sth of September, following, he was discharyed froin the 
Servier. 

Beginning vivil life Mr. Nation engaged in arming in Howard county, 
Indiana, to whieh he moved in 1865, and where he was mafried Jannary 13, 
1866. His wife was Mary ,l. Simith, a daughter of Jesse B. Smith, who wae a 
settler there from Ohio. Mre. Nation was born in Coshocton county, Ohio, Sep- 
tember 26, 1845. The issne of this marriage is, Bertha, who died December 
18, 1880; Ktta. Dora, teacher for five years in Erie schools, and Ton. James 
M. Nation. representative from Neosho county to the state legislature. 'The 
lust named whe # farmer boy in Neosho county till sixteen years old when he 
hegan teaching school, also. ITe became a student in the Kansas State Normal 
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svhool antl graduated there with the class of 1893. He wus superintendent of 
schools at Valley Falls for five years after which be returned to Neoeho county 
und became deputy county treasurer under his father. THe studied law, and was 
wimitted to the bar April, 1900, and the sume year was elected as a Republican 
to the lower house of the legislature by a majority of one hundred and twenty- 
five in a county whose majority was largely fusion. He married Cora Cowan 
at Valley Falle in 1895. he remaining children of our subject are Lillie, 
Winifred, teaching in Chanute. who married Eva Gunn; Odella and Carrie. 

Seth Nation 18 Pust Commander of Krie Post G. A. R., is a) Mason and u 
Republican, He was elected county treasurer asa Populist but the issues of the 
Spanish-American and the Filipino insurrection caused his return to the party 
of his first choice, Ie has heen justice of the peace. trustee of Canville town- 
slip, was commissioned by Governors Baker and Tlendriaks as justice of the 
peace in Tndiaia, und was elected as 4 Republican in 1882, momber of the 
bouwrd of county commissioners of Neosho county, Kansas. 


MRS8. MARY J. DOON—One of the substantial and progressive farmers 
of Neosho county is Mary .- Doon, of Grant township. She was boru in 
Sumner county, Ohio, August 7, 1853, and was the youngest af fiye children 
of Elijah and Mary (Hult) Elutfman. The mother died during the babyhood 
of our subject. and her father wae married the second time at the age of forty- 
five years, By this latter union he was the father of four chtdren, whom he 
orphaned by his death in 1864. 

Mary J. Doon came te Nansas in 1865 anel lived with her sister, Mis, 
Daniel Markham, until grown. She obtained hor education in the pioneer Kan- 
sas sehool and in 1873 was married to James Doon, a native of the same state 
with her father—Pennsylvania. Mr. Doon came to Kansas from Towa in 
1871 and bought the farm upon which his widow now resides. He had not pro- 
eressed) far toward the improvement of his farm whon, in 1878, death claimed 
him at the age of thirty-three vears. Widowed in a new country and with two 
emall children, Mrs. Doon was not paralyzed with discouragement. She ac- 
vepted the situation and teok up the mantle where her husband threw it off. 
The supervision of the farm, m addition to her domestic duties, has claimed 
her allention and she has not only lived and reared her family but has enjoyed 
a degree of prosperity, beside, She has made the substantial improvements 
necessary for the cemvenience and comfort of her household, and attends to 
the buymg and gelling with the same shrewdness and avidity of her sterner 
compeers. 

Mrs. Doon’s children are two daughters, Stella and Cora. Stella is the 
wife of William Wrestler and Cora the companion of her mother on the farm: 

Mrs. Doon was united in marriage June 12, 101, with Wm. C, Cunning- 
ham and resides in Argentine, Kansas. 
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ORLANDO BRADEN—The subjeet of thie sketch, a leading farmer and 
stockman of Big Creele township, Neosho county, wae born in Pike county, 
Illinois, Oetober 1, 1843. His futher was John Braden who was a native of 
Shelly county, Kentacky, and his mother, before marriage, Jolia Townroe, 
native of New Yurk slate. ‘The parents went when young to Indiana where 
they met and were married, and moved thence to Jlinois, settling In Pike 
county, where they spent the greater part of their lives aml where the mother 
died at the age of fifty-eight years, The futher died in Neosho county, Kansas, 
While on a visit ty lis eon, the subject af thie sketeh, in 1876, aged aixty-threa. 
They had bot two children, a daughter, Melissa, whe was married to John B. 
Harris, and Orlando, 

Orlando Braden was reared in his native county in Llinois, in the schools 
of which he received the uverage advantages in the matter of training. In 1802 
he marriel Mary Jane Purley of the aime county, a daughter of James B. 
und Relweca Farley, and with his voung wife settled on a rented place in that 
county and engaged in tenant farining tL 1869, That-year he came to Kansans 
driving overland with two time and wagons, these oonstituting the greater 
part of his possessions, anid settlipg in Big Crock township, Neosho oounty, 
which hae heen the seene of hik antivities for the past third of a contury- 
Mr. Braden selected as a olaim (buying the right of the oceupant) the north- 
west quarter of seetion 8, township 27, range 19 east, which had nothing on it 
tehn in the way of 7mprovements, but on which he took up his abode and began 
the labor of reducing 1 to enltivation and erecting a shack and sherds sufficient 
fo honse him and his belongings till move prosperous times. His first dwelling 
wis uv hex shanty the Immber for which he hauled from Ottaws and his teams 
were sheltered under a structure built of poles banked with sod and thatched 
with prairie hay. Having ho nieans to go on he supported his family and 
bought feed for his stock the first winter by freighting from Ottawa to Hum- 
heldt. He broke sod ond putin & small erop in the spring of 1870 and con- 
tinued to break ont and improve his place a little from year to year, but marle 
very slow pYogress at first, having to contend with the drouths and grass- 
hoppers as did all the first settlers. He was reduced to such straits during the 
winter of L874 that he kept bis family from actual starvation only by hanl- 
ing wood to Chanute, and what he was able to carn at this being spent for 
floor at $9 per hundred, meal at 33,50 per sack and basen at. twenty-seven 
vente per pound, was barely enough to keep body and soul together. With 
better crops came better times and while Mr. Braden would willingly have 
left the state as many of his neighbors did, his enforced stay finally resulted 
in his own wood; for out of his 160 acres he has built up an estate of 640 
acres, all well improved and he is, in his old age, im the enjoyment of 
eomprtence and in the respect and good will of those among whom he lives, 
their regard for him being more vn account of the character he has develope! 
thao for the possessions he has accumulated. He 16 a stirring, wide awake 
farmer, with a keen appreciation of the possibilities oped to the man of ideas 
and energy and conducts his affairs on the principles of progressive hushandry, 
combining agriculture with etockraising in such way as to get the host results 
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from eneh. He also interests himself in a general way in the publie affairs of 
his county, and in these numerous small matters pertaining to the welfare of 
the community where he lives, and holds himself at all times in readiness to do 
a gould citizen’s part in furthering whatever tends to the betterment of the 
political, material or social conditions around him, He is a Republican in 
politics, having cast his first vote for president for Lincoln in 1864, and hae 
aime voted that ticket in National elections, 

Mr. and Mrs. Braden have had born to them a family of eight children. 
Charles, George W., Phoebe, who died at the age of twenty-seven, the wife of 
Zellar Roll, and leaving one son, Claud; William, Alonzo Roy, Melissa, wife uf 
James Davis, and Wallace, who aed at the age of seven. 


CHARLES E, EVANS—The hardware and implement business of 
Thayer is ably and prominently represented in the person of Charles E. Evans, 
the subject of this brief biography. He was born in Riehmond, Wayne county, 
Indinna, Mareh 2, 1863, and is a son of Job and Gwinne (Teyshon) Evans, the 
father an Englishman, and the mother of Pennsylvania birth. The father has 
heen a hardware dealer for many years uni is now a resident of Greenwood 
county, Kansas, Tle lost his wife when she was thirty-five years old, Their 
children were three in mumber, viz, William, of Colorado; Fannie, now Mrs, 
L. KR. Crandall, and Charles E.. our subject. Tn 1870 the father came to 
IKkansas and settled in Lawrenee, Douglas county, where he engaged in his 
favorite business—hardware. Ile went to Greenwood county in 18— and is 
now # resident of 

Charles E, Evans was educated in the schools at Lawrence and in other 
public schools and began merehantile life as a clerk in his father’s store. In 
182 he began hnusiness for himself in Thayer and ie next to the senior firm of 
the city in his line. Purnitwre, undertaking and embalming, and carpets. 
wallpaper, éte., constitute a portion of his extensive stock in trade. His store 
room is 75x) feet and he carries the largest assortment of any establishment 
if ite kind in Neosho county. In the fire of June, 1900, his buildings and 
almost his entire stock were consumed by the flames but im less than six 
months his new etere rose from the ashes of the old and was restocked as 
rapidly as space was prepared. 

December 21, 1857, Mr. Mvans married Miss Minnie A. Stocking, a native 
of Minnesota, and daughter af Giles and Julia Stacking, of Neodesha, Kansas, 
and their only child. Mr. Evang is a Mason and a Republican of standing and 
influence, His prestige as a business man and socially, is much to be desired, 
and envied, and bis courteous manner is, on all occasions and everywhere ap- 
parent, 
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C. 5, STRAHAN, M. D.—The subject of this brief review is the leading 
Medical practioner of Galesburg, Neosho county, und has been a resident of 
the eounty for a period of ten years, That he is porsenally worthy and pro- 
fessionally suceesefn! is commonly recognized, ind of the Eelectic school of 
medicine he ia an honorable exponent. 

Dr. Strahan was born in Bandolph county, Indiana, Uotoher 19, 1861, and 
was Tonred in the country where his father, Samuel R. Strahan, conducted a 
modust farm, The father settled in Randolph county in 1848, going there trom 
the state of Kentucky, Pleming county, where he was reared, He was born in 
the Old Dominion State, hut left it with his parents in his childhood and grew 
op and was marri¢d in Kentucky to Miss Martha Hunt, a daughter of Rey. 
Basil Hunt, » well known Methodist minister of that county, His wife died 
in Marcel. 1896, at the age of seventy-three years while he himself lived till 
January, 1901, dying at the age of eighty-five years, 

The Strahans of this article originated In Scotland, from which country 
the vrand father of our subjeet emigrated, in company with a brother, aod 
aettled in the atate of Virginia. In bis family were three sons, ‘George, 
Fielden and Samuel &., father of Dy. Stralian herein. The two original emj- 
grafts separated upon their arrival in the United States and cach became lost 
to the other. Any other branch of the family in thie country is most likely 
descended from the lost uncester above referred to and is of Seoteh-Trish blood, 

Samuel R. Strahan and wife were the parente of eleven children, seven of 
whom yet survive, a6 follows. Clem It. of Winchester, Indiana: Russel P., 
and Basil TH. of the same stute; Jr. CL So: Nathan UV. and Jas. F. of Indian, 
and Hattie, wife of Albert Moorman, of Indianapolis, Lodiana. 

Dr. Strahan possessed only rural advantages in his childhood and youth, 
His hands were used to the work of the farm aud his brain was developed 
under the guidance and influence of a country school teacher, At twenty 
years of age he took wp the study of medicine with « eousin, Dr, AH. C. Hunt, 
of Huntaville, Tndisna, and after a course of reading with him he entered the 
fudiana Medical College at Indianapolis. Te spent a part of two years in 
that institution and then entered upon practice of medicine, rather ae a means 
at providing lim with funds necessary (6 completa his medical course in 
college than as a permanent addition, ak that time, to the professional ranks. 
When he got effectively into the practice he never found just the right place 
at which toe discontinue if while he finished his university course and he never 
took a diploma from a medical college. He represents the best thought and 
discoveries of both old schools of medicine and has done eflicient and elfective 
work amongst the sick and aflicted wherever he has been located, The first 
two years of his entrance to the professional field were passed in Huntsville, 
Tndians, He came west in L888 and east about over the stele of Kansas for 
two years in search of w location. He chose Mound Valley, Labette county, and 
left there ten years ago to locate in Galeshury. 

Dy, Strahan wae married in his native county in Indiana June 26, 1880, 
to Misa Rebecea C. Borror, a daughter of George Borror, formerly of Pendleton 
county, West Virginia. He is the father of seven shildren by Sarah Miller, his 
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wife, ae follows, Miles: Henry; Etta, wife of Chas. Harmon, and Addison, 
ull oF the ola home in West Virginia; and M, Strahan. One is deceased, Tho 
Dr. and Mra. Stralian’s children are four in number, as follows, Edna, May, 
Clay and Lela. 

The Strahan of this branch are all more of less interested in politics. 
The early ones were Democrats of the old school, but the sons of Samuel R. 
were Republicans on coming to their majority, Dr. Strahan has held to this 
faith till the campaign af 180 when he took issue with bis party on the money 
question and supperted the candidate of the Democracy, Since then he is re- 
eognized us a Mopulist and has accepted the responsibility of committee work in 
Centerville townehip. In matters fraternal he is an Odd Fellow, a Workman, 
and «& member of the Sens and Daughters of Justice. 


EDWARD E, ECKLEY—K, , Bekley, the general merchant of Shaw, 
Noosho county, was born in Gibsun county, Tennessee, January 24, 1859. Tis 
father was a native Ohioun and hie mother was born in Kast Tennessee and 
they were Harvey and Martha (Winch) Eckley, respectively, The father was 
for inany years a teacher and was a graduate of the medical college of Cal- 
umbus, Ohio, mt never engaged in the practice of that profession. Laying 
weide leaching he engaged in the aatcantthe lusiness at Kenton, and was agent 
for the Mobile und Ohio Railroad company there. Ue refugeed to [lingis in 
1863 and remained till the war was over when he returned and was appointed 
justice of the peace by “Parson” Brownlow, then Governor of Tennessee, He 
was assistant assessor of internal revenue in that slate for four years and re- 
sided in the slate till 1881 when he came to Kansas and settled in Allen 
county. A year later he removed to Neosho county where, in 1884, he was 
appointed postmaster of Shaw and held the position for cight years, He 
seryud two terms as justive of the peace of Eric township and died here Octo- 
her 2, 1807, at eighty-five years old, while his wife survived till January 27, 
18%, when she passed away at seventy-two years of age. Their five children 
wernt, Mre. W. J. Watte of Neosho county; Mrs. .R B. Arnold of Allen county; 
Mrs. Luey Halley, of Ash Grove, Missouri; Mrs, Arva Bagwell, of Sharp, 
Kentuelky, and Edward §., our subject. 

Edward i. Kekley acquired a conmmon school training and remained with 
his parente till their death. He wus murried on the 7th of May, 1899, to 
Lotne Miller, a native of Piatt county, Ulinois, who came to Kansas with 
her parents, James Piatt and wife, in 1867. 

Mr. Kekley has paseed his life chiefiy as a farmer, He was appointed post- 
master at Shaw April 4, 1897, and hus been engaged in mercantile pursuits 
there since 1899, Hu is juetice of the peace and has been since 1898, He is 
one of the influential spirits of his community and the business Interests of the 
villaye are enpably cared for by him. Ie is an earnest Republican and of the 
type of his fathur and other war Republicans and does well whatever his party 
calls him to do. 
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DAVID EK. MeCLELLAND—For many years and during the period of 
its greatest. development the city of Chanute has known the subject of this 
review as an active, zealous and publicspirited citizen. He came to Kansas ani 
to Neosho county in the year 1880 and immediately identified himself with. its 
metropolis in the copacity of a real estate and loan broker, which business, in 
the course of years of constant and uninterrupted application to it, has assumed 
the proportions of a leading factor in the inodern development of the county 
of Neosho and of its chief city, Chanute. : 

Hoe came to Kansas from the state of Lilinois, where, at Nashville, Wasii- 
ington county, he was bern on the 13th of June, 185%. Hia parents were 
Jamos and Jane (McMinn) McClelland, of [rish and Seotch birth, respectively. 
Throughout his active life the father wus a farmer and he died im 1894 at the 
age ul ninety-four years, while his wile passed away in the year 1896, heing 
then seventy-six years of uge. ‘The former becainy a Republican on the issuos 
of slavery and the war and he held to these views, and was a political leader 
in his coanty, notwithstanding a iujority of its population were identified 
With that political cxyreseence uml Confederate adjonct, the Knights of the 
Golden Cirele. 

Six sons constituted the family of Janes and Jane MeClelland of whom 
David E. iz the youngest survivor. ‘The latter was liberally edacated in youth, 
his sehools being the Normal Sehool at Irvington, and the State Normal 
Sehool of Ulinpis, His preparation was in the line of teaching which oeeupe- 
lion he was engaged in for one year just preceeding his advent to the west. 
Attaming « good measure of success in the real estate business he became inter- 
ested in practical farming in Neosho comnty and. together with his connection 
with the breeding and growing of Hereford cattle, has made satisfactory pro- 
gress io these lines of imdustry. 

In hie political relations to his county and city Mr. McClelland is also 
well known. Reared a Republican and schooled under the infinence of pat- 
riotic parents when he reached manhood’s estate he espoused the cause of the 
eurne party and took a deep and enthusiastic interest im its welfare. He became 
an active factor in the polities of Chanute » few years after his removal here 
and so conspicuously and of pusitve value were his services that ha was honored 
with the vice presidency of the State Republican League which sent him as 
a delegate to the national meeting of that body held in the City of Buffalo, New 
York. In 1897 he was warmly supported for postmaster of Channte and on 
the 24th of April of that year he entered upon the dutice of that office, having 
received the appointment from President McKinley. 

On the 22nd of June, 1887, Mr. MeClelland married Miss Pauline Ed- 
wards, of Chanute. Mrs. McClelland wae a native of Greenfield, Indiana, and 
came to Neosho county with her parents in the year 1857. Of this union three 
children have heen born, but only one, Beseie M., survives. 

The subject of this sketch ia one of the men who do things in his town 
and county, He ie energy und push ifself and the secrets of suceess are np 
strangers to him. During the years that Chanute was entertaining the Grand 
Army of the state he wae made, by the mayor,.a member of the executive com- 
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mnitte to arrange and manage the affairs of the encampment on the part of the 
city. Ho is a Kiight of Pythas and an Elk and holds a membership in tha 
Ancwnt Order of United Workmen, He is interested in all things pertaininer 
to public progress und especinily to the welfare of his home and county to 
which his loyalty stands unchullenged and unshaken. He will again be the 
appointee for poslmaster. 





WILLIAM ( LANE—One of the active business men of Galesburg and 
i citizen whose life record is an open book and whose eharacter is onassailable 
is he whose name introduces this article, He is a pioneer to Kansas, having 
come inte its confines in the year 1867 and been a resident of the southeastern 
part of the state sinee that date. Mis birth eceurred im Washington county, 
[linois, April 1, 1834, and his father, Williston Lane, died during the arly 
childhood of our subject, No information as to the origin of this branch of 
the family ls obtainable from this source which makes nevessury the passing 
over of the geneological part of the sketch. Polly Powers, of Missouri, became 
the wife of Williston Lane and bore him six children, the survivors being 
William C.; Thotnmas PL. of Webb City, Missouri; and Williston H., of Brown- 
wood, Texus, A daughter of Williston and Polly Lane becaine the wife of Sal- 
anon Allen and died leaving ehildren in Calhoun county, Uhnois. A son, Pen- 
uinglon L., left a family at Altamont, Kansae, and another son, John P., left 
a Tamily in Washington coonty, Mlinvis, 

Willinin C, Lane’s parents were farmers and his youth and early man- 
hood were passed anid voral and pastoral influences. His school training was 
not sullivient to relate, yet he is © person well informed and capable of trans- 
acting any of the ordinary alfaiva of his daily life. He remained with his 
widowed mother till her death in 1867 and the same year he sought the bor- 
ders of eivilization for his future home. He learned the trade of » shoemaker 
in Hlinoie but followed it only two years. The first years of his residence tn 
Kansas were passed in Oswego from which point he went to Columbus where he 
lonmned the trade of harness-maker. His next place of residence was In Parsens 
where, for five years, ho wus engaged in the livery bnsiness. In 1886 he located 
in Galesburg where he resumed his trade, opened a harness and repair shop, 
extablished a livery bueiness ane engaged in the hotel business. <All of these 
enterprises aro in operation still. the livery being conducted by Charles W. 
Whaley nod Hart Lane and the hotel business bemng cared for by Mrs, Lane 
mud her daughter Pearl A more orderly nnd hospitable little hostelry does not 
exist than is prorided over by this worthy household, 

My. Lane was firet wwrriced in Washington county, Illinois, lo Miss Martha 
Bogus, who died in Labette county, Kansas, leaving live children, three of 
whom aurvive and reside in California. namely, Lemuel, Eliza and Minerva, 
In 1378 Mr, Lanw married Mrs. Mary Whaley, a daughter of Jno, Haghes, of 
Macon county, Mlinois. Mrs. Lane’s first child by her first marriage is Charles 
Waller Whaley, one of the young business men of Galesburg amd a member 
of Company C, Third Mississippi Volonteers, Spanish-Anerican war, Mr, and 
Mrs. Lane's children are three in number, Pearl, Karl and Roy. 
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The political history of our subject is told in few words. He joined the 
Republican party at its inception und cast his maiden presidentail vote for 
Fremont. He has not wavered in his support of that party all these years 
ind has cast a ballot for every presidential candidate of his faith since. In 
1866 he united with the church and the teachings of the good book have been 
his inspiration and his guide for well on to forty years. He is an active 
member of the Methodist church in Galesburg and his counsel and adyide 
in the conduct. of affairs unite im harmony with others to the well-being of the 
congregation. Mr. Lane moved to Longton, Kansas, in September, 1902. 





JOSEPH STALL—The subject of this sketch has been a resident of 
Kansas for more thon thirty years and of Neosho county for the same period, 
He is well known in Thayer as a retired farmer and has resided in the city 
sinee 1892, He was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, December 12, 
1kS52, and is a son of Dayid and Julia (Ritter) Stall, both native of the Key- 
stone State. The father was a wagon-maker, gun and silver amith and mill- 
wright, and almost a mechanical genius—a most nseful citizen for his day. Ia 
coming west the family stopped first in Stark county, Ohio, went thence tu 
Noble county, Indiana, and, in 1870, came to Neosho county, Kansas. Here 
they settled on L. L. & G, land. 

David and Julia Stall were the parents of Levi, who died in Indiana, at 
seventy-five years; John, who represented his county m the Kansas legislature 
aid is deceased; Joseph, our subject; Cyrne, who resides in Bryan, Ohio; Cath- 
ering, who married BH, C. Robertson, formerly a lumber merchant of Thayer, 
but now of St. Joseph; atid two others who died young. In 1871 the mother 
of this fminily died and the father followed her some years later. 

Joseph Stall learned the cabinet-maker’s trade, among his first acts aa 
a young inan, and, later, was the proprietor of a sawmill for a time. He sold 
thia just before he started for Kaneas and in this state has devoted his lita 
to the work of the farm. He wae actively and successfully engaged in that 
pursuit till 1892 when he disposed of his interests and took up his residence 
in Thayer. 

In 1859 Mr, Stall was married to Miss Henrietta Layer, a native born 
German lady. There have been horn to Mr. and Mrs, Stall three children, 
namely. J. C. FL, who died at four years of age; Sylvester, who married Julia 
Pouck and resides in Pueblo, Colorado. Sylvester's first wife dying. he marriod 
her sister Anna Pouek, who bore him two children, Walter and Mabel, Jennie 
Stall, wife of Henry Carville, of Thayer, has one child, Albert. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Stall is a Republican. He east his first 
presidentail ballot for General Fremont. In business relations he is moet 
trustworthy and reliable and he and his wife are among the highly esteemed 
citizens of Thayer. 
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ANDREW JACKSON HUDSON—For more than twenty-five yesrs has 
the life of this snbjeet influenced the community about Galesburg and bis 
efforts at home building have, when estimated with the great aggregate, vou- 
served the state and heen tinportant in its development and progress. He has 
taken u tract in its virgin stale and as nature dlothed it, and transformed it 
into a fertile and domestie farrustead and, as one of “Uncle Samuel's” bene- 
ficiurios, has fulfilled all the requirements of {he government and je in posses- 
sion of title to the same. Having completed a quarter century of honorable 
toil, in possession of bis reward he ts passing the evening of life in modest eom- 
nivrcial setivity, 

A. J. Hudson, one ul! Galesburg’ merchants, and ou pioneer in her roral 
development caine to Neosho dounty in 1875. He entered lund in section 31, 
township JU, range 1, and this farm he left te become « resident of and 
engave in business in Galesburg, Hoe was reared in the west and was, donee 
quently, inured to life near the frontier, for Illinois, his birth state, wae 
eointed “away ont’ in the first half of the Nineteenth century, Edgar county, 
Illinois, gave him birth May 24, 184, and he was there continuously till his 
advent to Kanaas, He was a son of William W- Hucson, a Tennesseean whose 
mirth ocenrred near Knoxville in 1820, Back of and bevond this ancestor 19 
rocards have been preserved of the doings or personnel of the family, a faet 
which is to be yvogretted in view of the value of such geneological facts. 
Wilham W, Hudson left Tennessee and settled in Ulineis early in the history 
of that state. His occupation was farming and he aided in the general farny 
improvement in Douglas county. In April, 1862, he enlisted in the Union 
army and served with the Sixty-second Dlineis till November of the follownn: 
year, as hospital stewart, In 1875 be came to Kansas with is son and diel 
in Neosho eounty, January 4, 1887. His wife was nee, Martha Allen, 4 
daughter of John Allen whese original home was in North Carolina. Th 
following children were the issue of the marriage of William W, end Martha 
ifudson, Delilah, wife of Guorge TL. Mason, of Douglas county, Mlinois; 
Andrew J, of this review; Mary, wife of Willtam Shaw, of Neosho county, 
Kansas: Nuney, who married Samuel Sharp, of the same county; John W., 
of Parsons, Kansas: Caroline, wife of Paulis Esley, of Labette county, Kansas; 
Jnmes B., of Puchlo, Colorado; Eliza, now Mrs. John Kruse, of Neosho county, | 
ad Plomy (.. wife of Thomas Andrews, of the same county. 

The lity of A, J. Madson was one continued round of farm worl: till ho 
engaged in qereantile pursuits in Galesburg. In his beyhood the school house 
of the trontier was the educational mecca and it often furnished little more 
than suffleient to prevent illiteracy. By dint of a measure of persona) applica- 
tion he acquited reading, writing and ciphering in a limited degree hy the time 
he reached his ‘teens and soon thereafter he called it finished and became one 
of the steadys on the farm, October 11, 1866, he was married to Miss Vietorio, 
a duuyvhter of Cornelius Sharp and Nancy Shoah Sharp, all of whose ten 
children survive but one, They are Wilbur, of Douglas county, Iliinois; Franks, 
Jecoused: Samuel, of Neosho county, Kansas; John, of Douglas county, Ili- 
ovis: Rlnora and Victoria, twins, the former now Mrs, Danicl Rush of Douglas 


IMISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. 2ul 


county, Dlinois, and the latter Mrs. Hndeon; Sarah, wife of Thomas Reeder, 
of Douglas county, Ulmnois; Susan, who became the widow of Casper Bollinger, 
of Neosho eounty, and Martha, wife of Nathan Smock, of the old Llinvis hore. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Hodeon are Martha, wife of William Harris. 
of Neosho county, Kaneas: Wesley N. Hudson, of Galesburg; Wilbur, a twin 
of William, resides in Neosho county; Rosu, who married Frank Maher, resides 
in Parsons, Kansas; Sadie, wife of Florence Cain, of Indian Territory; Grace, 
James, Raymond and Edith. 

So far us the political history of this branch of the Hudson family ts 
known it has been persistently and always Democratic. The kind of Dem- 
ocracy lo which they have adhered is best. indicated by the initial letters of our 
sthject’s name, a type to be revered for the memory of the patriot who enunci- 
ital its foundation principles. 


(-HORGE A. GARDNER—A well known farmer of Neasho county, and 
vapectilly in Walnut Grove township, is George A, Gardner, the subject of this 
personal sketch, He was born in Davidson county, North Carolina, August 11, 
IS7, and was a son of Zimri Gardner and Mary Sink, the former being a 
native of the old “Tarheel State” as well as the latter, The next year suceeed- 
ing the close of the rebellion the family removed to Missouri where the 
mother died in 1891 at sixty years of age, while thw father lived until 1899, 
wher he died. having lived to be eighty years old. Five children were born to 
this worthy couple onty two of whom ure living, namely, George A., of this 
hecord, and Sarah A. Myers, now residing in Missonri. 

Our subject remained under the parental roof in North Carolina till he 
wis sixteen years of age, when the conscript act of the Confederacy made ii 
neeessury for him to leave his state or enter the rebel army. ‘This latter he 
refused to do and he wenit to Dlinois and there worked for an unele, who 
gave him much aid and encouragement. In 1871 he wnt to Texas and engayed 
in the cattle business but only remained @ brief time when he returned north 
and stoppel in Green county, Missouri, He resided in that county for more 
than a score of years when he dropped southwest and lived a time in Jasper 
county, that state. Tn 1583 he eame to Kansas and settled in Neosho eonnty. 

Tu March, 1883, Mr. Gardnct was married to Miss Jennie Canady, a 
natie of North Carolina. Afler their marriage they moved to the Sunflower 
state where he purchased, in Neosho county, a quarter of a section of cheap 
land, out of which be has made ong of the soli places to be Tound in the 
township of Walnut Grove, The raising of young cattle has aided him ima- 
terially in his onward wareh toward finaneial independence and to them is his 
surplug garin fed. He is thrifty and progressive and intelligently liberal in 
his support of public enterprizes. He has two children, Joseph and Jessie, 
who are being reared to useful and industrious lives and to whom parental 
indulgences are extended with wisdom and with loving hearts. 
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JOHN A, BALLA—Seanning the list of representative farmers of Wal- 
nut Grove township, Neosho county, we find one who stands conspicuously as a 
self-made scion of the plow, John A. Balla. It is many years since he caine 
into the Buntlower state and settled upon a piece of unbroken prairie and begun 
the endless task of making a finished home, Ile has reached that point in the 
stage of his improvement where, it may be said, he has achieved the goal of 
his early ambition, but the state of perfection where “there is nothing moze 
to be done” ts neyer reached by the progressive and pushing man of today. 

Mr. Balla was born in the county of Franklin, state of Pennsylvania. 
December 2, 1846, and is a son of Jonathan and Hannah (Studey) Ball, who 
were both natives of the Keystone state. Jonathan Balla was a farmer of the 
early school and died tn the same county in which he was born, in 1863, at the 
age of seventy years, while his wife died Mareh 7. 1857, at fifty-six years oli. 
Only one-half of their family of children tire yet living, viz, Mrs, Elizabeth 
Starliper: Mrs. Maria Ward: Daniel 8.; Solomon und John A., our subject. 
The last named was brought up on his father’s farm and was taught the 
common branches im the district school of the eowntry. Before he was 
eightesn years ol age he Onlisted in the volunteer service of the United Status 
te aid in pulting down the rebellion. His command was Company I, Seventy- 
ninth Pennsylvania, and his duy of enlistment was March 7, 1864 bis 
regiment formed » part of Sherman’s army and he went with that old vom- 
mater to the sen, after the fall of Atlintu. He was in many small engage- 
mente aod skirmishes before Savannah wus reached and enroute to Raleigh, 
N. (1, near which place General Johnston's army was surrendered. He was 
mustered out of service at Alexandria, Virginia, and was discharged at Phil- 
adelphia during the suinimer of 1865, 

Upon hie return from the army our subject gave his attention to farminy 
and the year 1866 was spent in Illinois, Returniny to his native atate he 
settled up the estate of his futher and in 1869 he separated finally, from the 
east und became a settler—and almost a pioneer—of the weet. THe purchased uo 
ciaim in Neosho county, the foundation of his present home, and has simee 
aided in the yreat work of supplanting ature with art, The third of u 
century which he haa devoted to this task line been filled with successes and 
reverses, yet the former largely predominate and the latter have served to 
stimulate to a new und more vigorous effort. The stock business has come to 
be an important feature of his business operations and the yield from this 
source hae heen encouraging and gratifying in a high degree, Time after time 
has he dieeoverwd that his domains were too small and cramped for his enter- 
prise and ambition and he has added, as often, unother tract of land till his 
farm cwbraces five hondred avres, as wood as the best in Walnut Grove anil 
inferior to none in Kansas. In the improvement of his grounds whieh 
encirele his commulions residence, one of the first acts was to plant loreat 
trees anil these are now the pride and comfort and beanty of the homestead. - 

Yor three years after lis arvival in Neosho county, Mr. Balla passed his 
tim in the solitude of his little cabin-—a bachelor. Augnst 24, 1871, he was 
married to Miss Elvira Samples, who was born in Kentucky and who is a 
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daughter of William R. and Elizabeth Samples, who came to Kansae in 186). 
Mr, Samples died in January, 1894, at the ave of seventy- three while his wil 
died in Angust of the next year aged sixty-seven years. The work of the farm 
prospered more after the culmination of this important event in the life of our 
subject, and since then his hus been # home in fact as well as in name, The 
responsibility resting upon the companion of a successful farmer is in no 
degree a amull one, and it might not he an exaggeration to state that she is 
indireetly the contributor toward the household sucess in the same ratio as 
her husband. It is her frugality and wise economy that almost makes the 
house sustain itself in ite domestic relations and it ts her interest and eneour- 
agement, lent to her spouse, which inspires him to greater effort and insures 
grvater achievments, 

“Tf the heart of man is depressed with cares, 

The mist is dispelled when a woman appears.” 

Fight children have been born to Mr. anil Mrs, Bulla. Sarah J.; Nellie 

K.; Gvorge E., who died March 16, 1894, at zeventeen years of age; Jonathan 
L.; John H.; Edna Honore; Franz, who died October 2, 1889, at one year 
of age, and Verol R., the youngest. Mr, Balla ie a Republican and is a merm- 
her of Grund Army Post 431, at Walnut. 


JOSEPH P. COOMES—One of the pioneers of Walnut Grove township, 
Neoehn county, was born in Nelson county, Kentucky, November 19,1840. Te 
is Joseph P. Coomea, the subject of this article, and is well known throughout 
the municipality in which he lives. He is a son of F. P. and Rachel (Hagan) 
Coomes, Kentucky people,»who, about 1854, emigrated to linois and settled 
in Knox county. hey remained there, engaged in farming, til 1867, when 
they made another advance westward and settled in Neosho county, Kansas. 
April 9, 1886, the father died in St. Panl at the age of seventy-sight years, and 
his wife died in 1889 at the age of seventy-five years. Of their nine children 
Joseph T'. is the fourth. and only seven are living. 

When the rebellion broke ont Mr. Coomes was ready to volunteer for the 
defense of the Union. He enlisted in October, 1861, in Company K, Fifty- 
fifth Illinois Infantry and served three years, ten monthe and seven days. He 
wae in twenty-seven battles heside many small “settes” and skirmishes and he 
kept a diary of his doings all through the service. In studying it after the 
war waa over he found he had been under fire three hundred and sixty-five dif- 
ferent days—nearly one-third of his term of eervica exposed to the bullets of 
the enemy. Notwithstanding this remarkable period of hazard he ago te ut- 
hurt, save the humiliation he experienced when eaptured by the “Johnies” 
July 22, 1804, the day that General McPherzon wae killed. Anderaonyille 
prison waa at the end of nearly all roads for « captured Federal in those days 
and Mr. Coomes was taken to that iniquitons place withont delay. He 
spent two months within its stockade and was reduced, im that time to about 
onc-half of his original size. THe was taken ont with other prisoners and 
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exchanged at Rough and Heady, Georgia, He returned to his command and 
renewed his efforts at crushing the rebellion on behalf of “Uncle Sam.” Upon 
lis return home at the end of the war he resumed farming and, in 1867, came 
to Kansue. He took a “claim” m Walnut Grove township, Neosho county, 
comprising a quarter section, and this he has converted into a fine farm. His 
residence stands on an eminence back some distance from the road and his 
turns and other improvements make an attractive landscape to look upon, 

Mr. Coomes was married on the 2nd day of May, 1876, to Miss Nettie 
Parkhurst, an Illinois lady who came to Kansas with her parents in 1867. Ten 
children have boon born to this worthy couple, namely, Frederick A., Thomas, 
Clarence, Engene, Maud, Joseph E,, Alice, Florence, Grace and Ada. 

Mr, Coomes’ record as a citizen is without blemish. He has performod 
bis full portion toward the maintenance of our Republican institutions and 
a stable government, He believes in a policy of government advocated by the 
Democratic party and supports its candidates for state and national officers at 
the polls. 


THOMAS B, FILSON—The subject of this sketch was born in Sanpa- 
mon county, Tilinvis, on the 17th day of December, 184+, Hie father wes 
Leander Filson, a native of Kentucky, born in 1802,, and his mother, before 
marnage, Mlivabeth Burbridge, a native of Pennsylvania. Both father and 
Mother were taken when young to Ulinois where their parents were early set- 
Hlers, Leander Filson, being a United Brethren minister, who preached and 
organized many churches of that faith in Southern and Central Ilingis in 
pioneer dave. 

Thonms Filson was the fifth ehild and fourth son in a family of ten child- 
ren born to his parents, there being three brothers and one sister older than 
himeelf, The brothers being Jomes, Newton and Henry. James and Newtoa 
Cnlisted in the Ninety-eighth Illinois Infantry, the former dying in the hos- 
pital at St. Louis, and the latter at Chattanooga, Tennessee, Henry wae 
drowned! in the Mississippi river. Mayyie was the fourth child, and then comes 
Thomas B., Morgan, Elisabeth. Mary, Hester aud Leander. He was raised 
una farm in Haneoelk county. DMlinois, and received ordinary common school 
iulvantages, In 18638 le enlisted in Company B, One Hundred and Thirty- 
eivhth Ulinoie Volunteer Infantry and served for six months on post duty. 
November 30, 1867, he married Susan M. Kimbrough, a native of Hancock 
county. Ulinois, and a daughter of Thomas and Rebecca Kimbrough, and three 
years later (1870) moved to Kansas and settled in Howard county, After a 
residence there of two years, he retarned to Dlinois and remained there two 
years when he came again to Kansas in the spring of 1875 and settled in Big 
Creek township, Neosho county, which has since been his home. After making 
two changes of residence in Big Creek township, Mr. Filson bought eighty 
acres of land in seetion 9, township 27, range 19, where lie took up his perma- 
nent abode and now Lives, haying been engaged in farming and stock raising 
and devoted his time and hest energies to improving his place, He has a good 
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small farm in a tair state of cultivation and is surrdunded with a fair share of 
comforts, all of which haye come to hin in response to the earnest, laithtul 
efforts he has put forth during the twenty-seven years of his ups and downs as 
a Neosho county farmer, 

Mr. and Mrs .Pilson have had born to them a family of three sons and one 
daughter, Henry N., born September 7, 1868. whose wife before marriage was 
Anna Maynard; Edward T.. born Febroury 25, 1871, whose wife before mar- 
nage was Anna Newman; Nettie M., born May 31, 1874, wife of M. M. Bool; 
nad Frank O., born November 5, 1878, died at the age of seventeen months. 
The three living reside on or near the old homestead. 

In politics Mr, Filson is a republican, 


GEORGE M, COPFFMAN—The name presented at the head of this arti- 
ule is a familiar one to the citizens of Erie and Neosho eounty. Its owner has 
participated in the social and business affairs of these localities for more than 
* quarter of a contury and the regard and esteem of his fellow citizens thus 
avhieved| is bestowed only upon men of the highest integrity and unquestioned 
business sagacity. George M. Coffman has built himself a name and an en- 
viable fame in Neosho county, coming up the scale from teacher to farmer, 
etockman, merchant, public official and banker; in each of which vocations he 
has exhibited genuine elements of character. Coming to the county in April, 
1872, the best years of his life Lave been devoted to ite internal affairs, Lis 
industry aud his education were his original capital and they have been his 
mainstay and the pivot of his success. | 

Ove subject is descended from two old American families, the Coffman 
and the Hoghes’s, Ie was born in Adams county, Indiana, April 10, 1852, 
of parents, David L, and Rebecea (Hughes) Coffman, who emigrated from 
Yairfield county, Ohio, in 1809 and there his wedding also occurred, His 
wife's Tather, Jesse Tlughes, was a Peonsylyanian and a soldier in the 
war of 1812. He went into Ohio as a pioneer from the Keystone state, and 
Martin Coffman, grandfather of our subject, emigrated to Fairfield county, 
that state, from the state of Virginia. The Coffinans were connected with the 
Colonial army in the war for American independence and our subject’s great- 
grandfather lost his life in that service. David L. Coffman died in Adame 
county, Indiana, in 1870, aged sixty years. and his wife died in 1572 wt the age 
of sixty-one years, 

George M. Coffman is the youngest of nine children, six of whom survive. 
His education was obtained in the Decatur high school and in Roanoke Col- 
lege, Indiana, and at the age of seventeen he began his long anid sueeeseful 
career as a teacher in the common schools, Three years in his native state and 
twenty years in Neosho county toll, in brief. the story of his connection as a 
leather, with the public schools. While teaching he also carried on farming, 
buying eighty acres of new land in Ladore township which he improved and 
expanded into an estate of two hundred and forty acres and which he oreupied 
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till 1897, In 1896 he embarked in the hardware business in Galesburg, and 
was, about the same time, appointed postmaster of the village. Im 1897 he 
moved his stock of goods to Erie and formed a partnership under the firm 
name of Bell & Coffman, which firm dissolved the following year when our 
subject took the presidency of the Allen State bank, 

Mr. Coffman was trained in the school of Democracy in youth and has 
held to the tenets of that faith through life, He became interested varly in the 
success of his party in Neosho county and has always been active in the manipu- 
lation of its affairs, De was electea county commissioner in 1897, which office 
he filled till he entered the bank mm 1898. He haz also filled the office of 
trustee of Ladore township. 

March 26, 1880, our subject was united in marriage with Mise Addie 
Ferguson, of Benton Harbor, Michigan. Three children have resulted froin 
pie union, namely, Guy, graduate in the Kansas State University; Clyde and 
‘Thomas. 

In matters fraternal Mr. Coffman is a Mason and a member of some of 
the mutual insurance societies, notably, the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men, which sent him as a delegate to the state grand lodge in 1901. Like a 
progressive citizen, he has encouraged every movement having for its object 
the ultimate good of lis community. 


J. NEWTON SHAW—The lumber interests of Galesburg, Kansas, are 
represented by Joseph Newton Shaw, the eubject of this review, THe hae beea 
identified with the county nearly a quarter of a century and has allied himself 
with farming and etowkraising as well as with commercial pursuits. In 1878 
he purchhsed a farm two miles northeaat of Galesburg where, for twelve of the 
fifteen years which he remained there, he was engaged in farming. Althongh 
his activities have heen transferred to the little village near by he has maiu- 
tained his home in the country continuously, next to and adjoining the town- 
site on the west. In the fall of 1900 he purchased the interest of Gray & 
Smith, lumber dealers, in Galesburg, und, in connevtion with the sale of 
lumber, deals extensively in grain, cowl, call and seeds. In ordinary years hia 
shipments of farm products from the Galesburg station amount to many thous- 
and dollars in value, the year 1/00) showing o shipment of one hundred und 
forty-five ears of corn alone. ‘The year 1901 was an unprecedented one, for 
not a car of corn was billed out of the station, on the contrary, some thirty 
cars of corn and other feed were received by Mr. Shaw to supply the actual 
needs of the community. 

Joseph N. Shaw was born in Fairfield county, Ohio, December 8, 1845, 
and was reared partly in Hocking county—that. part of Fairfield bemg attached 
to Hocking county. Tis father, Joseph Shaw, was born in Barbour county, 
Virginia, and was reared and married there. He was one of four sons of an 
lrishman, who immigrated to the United States and settled in Barbour county, 
Virginia, The father passed his life as a farmer, dying in 1866 at the age of 
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sixty-six vears. He married Phoche Poling who was ten years his junior and 
who thed in 1901. The Polings were of Holland stock, their early ancestors 
having settled first in Maryland, and from that state migrated to Virginia. 
Josph and Phoebe Shaw were the parents of eight children, four of whom sur- 
vive, viz.. Sarah, widow of John Sheets, of Hocking county, Ohio; Elizabeth, 
wife of Samuel Scholl, of Fairfield county, Ohio; J. Newton, and Baxter M.,, 
of Corinne, Utah. 

Mr. Shaw, our subject, learned the secret of his success on a farm in his 
youth. He sequired a limited schooling but learned industry and possessed] 
perseverance and the two made a combination te achieve success, His first 
independent, venture was a sawmill which he purchased and operated about 
four years, With the funds from its sale he came to Kansas and in doing s) 
gratified a desire whieh had possesséd him for years, He had read mueh re- 
yarding the Neasho Valley, information disseminated through the agency of 
the local press and furnished by the zealous land agent, and he cane prepared 
to do his share in the general development necessary to make a great state of 
Kansas. How effectively he las done his work the history of his twenty-four 
years struggle and the testimony of his neighbors fully show, for his moet 
recent estimate shows his asaete to he pineteen thouaand dollars; liabilities 
nothing. 

Novetuher 21, LX71, Mr. Shaw married Elizabeth Hamilton, a daughter of 
David Hamilton, a Union soldier who died in the service of his country, Mrs- 
Shaw's mother was, nee, Mary Lacrone whose children were Noah, of Fairtiold 
county, Ohio; Amoex, of Fert Lupton, Colorada; Mra. Shaw; Anna, decease! 
wife of Noah Ruff; Jacob, of Ashland, Ohio, and Minnie. The ehildren of 
Mr. und Mrs, Shaw are “Dora;” Vinnie L., wife of 8, M. Scholl, of Rocky 
Ford, Colorado; Homer 1. Stanley W.. and Clarence I. lla, the oldest, divi 
in her sixteenth year, 

In politics the Shaws of this branch are Democrats, Our subject has 
served two terms as trustee of his township, also its treasurer, and is one of tho 
trustees of the Galesburg Methodist church, He js a member of three of the 
fraternal insurance orders, also, 

Born without luxury in a log cabin but reared amid the comforts of a 
inodest Christian home, Mr. Shaw possessed the moral hent to qualify him for 
a career of usefulness, His achievements have come. to him as a rewarel for 
honorable service and right living and his life stands as a monument to virtue, 
honor and Christian integrity. He has never used stimulants or intoxicants tn 
any form, never played a game of cards and his personal habits have heen 
as free from vice or the saspicion of evil as are the virtues of his domestic life. 


WILLIAM ENLOW—The pioneers are the advance guard.of civilization, 
Their desire for achievement and their personal courage prompt them to 
hazardous undertakings, to the accomplishment of a porpose for which the 
succeeding generations are ever grateful. The pioneer is determined, tndus- 
trious, honorable and almost ulways poor. Jf, in his business, he is ambitious 
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beyond his means. the hearty co-operation of a neighbor enables him lo carry 
out his scheme. If misfortune befalls him and adversity seems his business 
partner for a time he meroases his efforts, boge the anchor of caution and rides 
into the harbor of financial! safety with the first favurable wind, He is eon- 
acious that his credit is his main capital and that its violation and whuse means 
ruin and retreat. His bisiness integrity maintained his supremnuey is assured 
and be je a leader throughout lis day. 

The same causes which lead men to the frontier made a pioneer of 
William nlow of Galesburg, Neoshy county, dtu is an Ohio settler and, in 
Mareh, 1871, reached Hamboltdt by rail and finished his journey te Galeshbarg 
without delay. Ile had come west to getia “claim.” » thing which Ohio people 
did not know the real meaning of then, but instead of entering a pices of the 
public domain he followed the advice of friends and engaged, the followimy 
May, in the mercantile business. Without experience and with but. little 
capital he opened a einall store at Galoshurg, Kanaas, with a few bolts af calico, 
inuslin. wid corrse dress woods; some boots and shoes, and a half saek of green 
voffee and other “roeerins Tn propertionale quantities. He was the third 
person te open a store in Galesburg aod the day he had his “opening,” while 
it was nok tiie most wuspicious on lis qilondar at that date, marked the hegiu- 
Hine of an “1 in his career destined to control him thronghowt the remain- 
der of his lite. 

Mr, Kulow’s carcer usu eitigon of Neosho county has been one of devotion 
tou business, of etriet conformity to the duties of citizenship and of antlayging 
energy in the expansion of his wereantile interests. He has achieved markod 
suceess nd thas outlived all his predecessors. boing now the pioneer merehunt 
of his town. He je without ambition Gevond the snecess of his business, never 
aspiring to public offive or wishing its glittiring emoluments, The appointive 
alice of postmaster of Galesburg came to him under the administration of 
Melintey and he hae received his eeeond Four your apporntinent. 

During the civil war Mr. Knlow joined the Ohio National Guard August 
), 1805, and served the state till May, 1804, when his regiment, the Onw 
Hundrm) and Porty-first, was mustered info the United States eurvice, Ais 
commanding officers were Colonel Jaynes and Captain Wim. Karta, of Company 
H. The events of the war and suceveding political events combined te form tis 
Kepublienmism, and he has bern proud to eeponse the canse of that political 
party since reaching mis majority. 

William Enlow was born in Athens county, Ohio, Mareh 5, 1845. The 
is a son of the late Abraham Eulow whose birth occurred in Washington 
aunty. Pennsylvania, where he srew up anil was married, The latter wae a 
farmer, as was his father, und wae a descendent of some German eniyrant. He 
was Warried te Nancy Lavely and their five children were as follows. Silas, 
dewoased: John, of Parsons, Kansas; Susanna, deceaswl, who married Willian 
Enlow (of another family): Henry, of West Pinion, Dodridge county, West 
Virginia, and William, our suliject. The two latier are twins, 

The subject of this sketeh sequired only a limited education. He yrew up 
in a community where thy sentiment for education was not far advanced anid 
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the three mouths achooling during the winter monthe was the measure of lis 
opportunity, Tle helped work ‘he farm in summer and remaimed at hone, 
under the parent roof, till after he came of age. Indood his experionce away 
froin home began with his trip west to help settle Kansas. He was iarrivd 
just before starting on this journey and the events of the trip and of hie first 
winter in Kangas inark the concluding chapter in bis history before he be- 
came a business man tn the weet, 

Devember 4, 1870, Mr. Enlow was married in Athens county, Ohio, bo 
Haniih Buxton, a daughter of Geo. W. Buxton and Sarah MeVay, the former 
of Athens county, and of Enghsh deecont, and the latter of Washington county, 
Pennavivania. Mrs. Mnlow is one of tive ebildron ane was born in 1852. The 
other four ehildren are, William, of Galipolia, Ohio; Mary, wife of J. 2. 
Crockett, of Neosho county, Kansas; Warren, of Athens county, Ohio, anid 
Frank Buxton, of Golipolis, Ohie. The sole heir and son of William and Han- 
nah (Buxton) Enlow is Franklin Evertt Enlow, born October 4, 187], He 
has passed his ife from birth in Guleshurg and was educated io ber public 
schools, in the printing office, and in the Lawrence Business college, He hae 
hoon a valuable adjunet to his father’s bustiess sinee early youth and, when he 
was properly equipped for the responsibility. became an aid to the succesaful 
conduct of that business. Ile was married in Galesburg, June , 1899, to Miss 
Myrtle B. Francia, for several years a prominent teacher in publie schools in 
Neosho county, a daughter of A. Hoand M. EB. Prancis. Her parents were from 
Lasulle county, lineis, where she was born 

Frank E. Enlow was schooled to the life of a merehant Tle is a slock- 
liolder in the Allen State bank, one of the strongest institutions of its kind in 
Neosho county, and takes much interest in local polities, and hae held several 
offices in Centerville township. Ilia early training followed the rules which 
underlie the primeiples of honor and right and justice, and bis life has 
reflocted—like that of his worthy father—nonght but the honor that he feels, 


FERREL N. BRELSFORD—One of the well known and prominent nrer- 
eantile firms of Hriw, Neosho county, is that of Brelsford-Kyle Hardware com- 
pany of whieh the subjeet of this sketch is the senior member. He is also 
ex-mayer of the city and hae been identified with ifs interests as a citizen sinve 
1889. Mr. Brelsford came to Erie asu railroad man and assumed charge of the 
business of the M2 kK. & T, Ry. company as ite agent, remained so till 1897, 
when he retired and engaged in business as the suceessor to George M. Coffman 
of the firm of Bell & Coffman, general dealers in hardware, implemente and 
vehicles, 

Our subjeet was born in Moutgomury county, Missouri, May 6, 1864, aod 
ig a son OF Dr. Harrison Brelsford who died at Burlimgto, Lowa, in 1893, at 
fifty-six years of age. The lutter wae a native of Troy. Ohio, wna educated ot 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, and was many years in practice at Montyomery City, 
Miasouri, which he left just after the rebellion to go te Town. The Brelsfords 


220) HISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. 


were Originally English and came to the United States as one of the early 
faiuiles of the country, Dr. Brelsiord married Nancy A. Whitsett, whe is now 
a resident of Creston, Iowa. Her children wre V. D., of St. Joseph, Missouri; 
Perrel N., our subject; Elmer FP., of Kellogz, Jowa; Charles W., of Council 
Bluffs, lowa, and Bertha A., wife of John W. MeKee, of Creston, Iowa. 

Ferrel N, Brelsford acquired his education in the Burlington, Iowa, higit 
school and in the business college ut the same place. He quit school at about 
sixiven years of age and entered the railroad service as messenger boy, and 
rose through successive promorions to bill clerk, operator and travelling 
wuditor, He came to the Missouri, Kansas & Texas company at Erie and left 
the service after fifteen years of devotion to the duties of the craft. 

Mr. Brelsford is not only identitied with the commercial interests of his 
town but is one of the large stoelkholders in the Erie Gas and Mineral Company 
and one of its board af directors, He is w director of the Erie Building and 
Loan agsoviation and is president of the Erie Telephone company. He has 
served two terms on the oity counell and was electod mayor of the city in 
April, 1899. He is a Republican in polities and is a Mason, a Knight of 
Pythias and a Workman. 

Oetober 3, 1894, Mr. Brelsford married Alice, a daughter of G, M. Ven- 
able, who came west fron) Lodiana and was engaged in the cattle business in 
Texas for some years... A son, Victor V., born November 28, 1895, is the only 
child of this union, 


RALPH (C. HENDERSON, M. D.—tThe sobject of this artiele is an hen- 
ored representative of the medical profession in Erie, Neosho county, ani is 
rapidly distinguishing himself by his sneeess in the profession he has chosen, 
He is a native of the county in which he resides and was born in St. Paul 
(Osaye Miseion) Augnet 2, 1875. He is » son of the well known ex-repister 
of deede of Neosho conuty and merehant of Brie, William F, Henderson, who 
came to the county im the year 1870 and established himself in the mereantile 
business in the now extinet town of Ladore, 

William F. Henderson came to Kansas from Covington, Fountain county, 
Indiana, where he was bern in February. 1544. His father, John Henderson, 
wus 4 tunner, merchant and man-of-affaire of Fountain county to which he mi- 
grated ut an early date froin Montgomery county the same state. His birth 
occurred in Indiana and he died in Parsons. Kansas, in 1897, at about seventy- 
seven years of ave. John Henderson came to Neosho county the same year his 
son did but moved to Labette county about 18— where he wne elected a 
county comiuissioner and served as chairman of the board, 

The Hendersous of this review wre believed to have had their origin in the 
state of South Carolina. By origin in this instance,is meant the point to which 
their remote ancestry can be traced, and the male descendant who established 
the family on Hoosier soil was probably an offshoot from the Hendersons of 
the Palinetto state, Our subject= grand mother was Jane Johnson. ‘This 
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family was of Virginia stoek but our subjevt's maternal grandfather left the 
Old Dorninion in the early part of the nineteenth century and settled in Shelby 
county, Kentueky, where his daughter Jane wae horn, The olildren of John 
anil Jane Henderson ware William F., our subject's father; Albert W., of La- 
fayette, Indiana; W. L., of Parsons, Kansas The mother died in 1867 at the 
age of about forty-five years. 

Williamn F. Henderson, father of Dr. Henderson, paesed hie childhood in 
Covington, Indiana, where he wayuired o good oommon school edueation. Lu 
February, 1862, in Company ©, Sixtythird Infantry, he 
enlisted for service in the civil war, his colonel  bwing 
John 5. Williams of Lafayette, His regiment was made a part of the Army of 
the Potomac and was in battle first at Second Bull Run. Jt was ordered back 
to Kentucky soon after this engagement and was set to guard the Louisville 
and Nashville railroad for a time. It returned east in 1864, to Tennessee 
where it joined General Sherman's army for the Atlanta campaign and 
participated in all the prominent engagements leading up to the fall of the 
eity. When the great army of “Old Teenmeuh” was divided—one going to the 
sca and the olher returning north—the Sixty-third Indiana was made a part 
of the latter under eonunand of General Thomas. The battle of Franklin was 
fought and following this that of Jvashville, when General Hood’s army wns 
30 completely destroyed as to be of no further annoyance te Thomas and 
Seofield on their further advance. My. Tenderson was with his regiment on 
transport for Washington, D. C., where it was finally sent to Fort Fisher and 
engayed in some closing engagements and skirmishes of the war, Mr. THen- 

_deraon was captain of Company C, and, as senior officer of the regiment, 
brought four battalions of it to Indianapolis where they were mustered out un 
May. 1805. Captain Henderson entered the army with the commission of 
second heutenant of lis company, was promoted to first heutenant im Ken- 
tucky in 1868, and to captain in the Atlanta campnign in 1664. 

Taking up civil pursuits, Captain Henderson engaged in the boot and 
shoe business in Covington, Indiana, whieh he eoudacted Hl his emigration to 
Kansas. In 1871 he transferred his mercantile interests from Ladore ts 
St. Paul where be contanved business ill the hegimning of 1877 when he 
entered upon his duties us register of deeds in which he served three terme of 
two years each. Retiring from office he removed to his farm near Erie, upon 
which he still resides, and in 18¥0 engaged in the dry goods and clothing bus- 
inest in Erie; first as the firm of Lodge & Henderson, but later, and now, 
under the firm name of Henderson & Company. 

Captain Henderson was wnitel in marriage m 1867 with Susan Camborh, 
a daughter of Rey. H. H. Camborn, a Presbyterian minister of Attica, Indiana, 
An only son of this union is the subject of this review. 

Dr, R. C. Henderson was reared, und obtained his literary training, in 
Neosho county, and at Neodesha and Pittshurg, Kansas. We finished the higa 
school course in the latter city in 1892 and in the fall of the same year he enter- 
ed the Kansas State University and remained till Janoary, 1894, when he re- 
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furped home and spent some two years in business; first as clerk in his father 2 
story and then as book-keeper and assistant cashier of the Bank of Erie. While 
in the bank his spare time was deveted to the study of medicine and in Sep 
Temnber, 1406, he enter! the Kansas City Medical College and received lis 
diploma from the institution in March, 1899. Tle opened an office in his home 
lown at ones and has heen favored from the beginning with a large and growing 
practice, 

Septernbur 11, 1895, Dr, Clenderson was united in marriage with Mise 
Oka A. Miller, a daughter of A. HL and Emme Miller, und has a son, Williaa 
R., born July 4, 1897. The Doctor is a Master Mason and is Master of lodae 
Tt. Like his father, he is a Republican but is without political aspirations him- 
sell, being interested solely in the work of his profession. 


AMOS KK, COLAW—One of the early and well known settlers on the 
prairie in Pleasant Valley townslip was A, K, Colaw, of this review, He was 
identified with the county as a farmer and stockman for nearly twenty-tive 
years and became widely known as an industrious, successful and substantial 
min. In August, 1895, he left the farm and engaged, about the same date, in 
the hardware business in Chanute from which he retired three years later ancl 
is now siuply one of the retired farmers of that city. 

Mr. Colaw caine to Wilson county from MeLoan county, [linois, where his 
fathor settled in 1842, being an emigrant from Pendleton county, now West 
Virginia, In this latter county and state our subject was born September 23, 
1841. His father was William Colaw, born also in Pendleton county, a euc-, 
cessful farmer and hwecoming one of wealth and influence tm his Ilinvis home, 
His birth oceurred about 1804; he wae of German origin and he married 
Subina Grum whe divd in 1858 leaving the following children, Laben and 
Harmon, deceased ; William, of Leroy, Tlinois; Amos Is.: Benjamin, deceased ; 
Dyer, of MeLean county, Dlinois; Ellen, deeeased wife of William Staten ; 
Jane, who murried William Frost, and both she and her husband sre de- 
cenaedd, 

Amoe KK. Coluw, oar subject, aeyoired his education in the district schools 
oF Tilinois, Tle Gegan life as a farmer and continued it as such will his final 
retirement io 18), He enlisted in 1862 in Company I’, Ninety-fourth Volan- 
ter Ivtantry of Illinois, Col. MeNulty, and their first year the regiment saw 
service in Misaouri and Arkansas, The year following it was down on the 
Missisaipyy river around Vicksburg and below. to Mobile, and was finally sent 
to Texas whwre tt was stationed ut Brownsville and Galveston, leaving the state 
some tone after the war ended. Mr. Colaw was in the battle of Prairie Grove, 
the sieve and capture of Vicksburg, siege and capture of Forts Spanish and 
Morgan at Mobile and served through his term of enlistinent as a private, Ile 
reached home m the summer of 1865, haying given three of the best years of 
luis Life to the defense of his country and tts Mag, 
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Mr. Colaw came into Wilsun county in the fall of 1871 with two teams 
unl wagons and purchased the northwust quarter of section 3, township 24, 
range 1. He proceeded at once to the task of makiog a home on the bleak and 
unfriendly prairie, Short crops the first years bronght want an starvation 
dangerously near to lus door; at times his next meal being almost a matter of 
speciation, Lis family ate corn bread three times daily when they had it and 
when there was no meal ¢. b. did not appear so often. Having “weathured the 
crisis” the era of plenty dawned and remained a fixer! fael to the great enjuy- 
ment of all industrious settlers of the farm. 

In August, 1866, Mr. Colnw was married in McLean county, Illinois to 
Mary Grail, « daughter of Amelia Graff. The issue of this marriaye is as 
follows. Charles, who was killed by necident in a smelter at Anaconda, Mon- 
(niin, at Lwenty-two years of age; Edward A., Burt, und Arly, all of Chanute, 


JAMES J. WHEATLEY—The secretary of the Neosho Valley Frait 
Growurs’ Association and one of the large and succersful growers of small froit 
of Neosho county is he whose oume tottiates this article, Te is a son of 
Spencer Wheatley, whose history and aneestors ure tecorded in another place 
in this volome, and wae born in Dorchester county. Maryland, July 6, 1853, 
The lnther brought his family to Dender-on county, Tlinois, in 1860, and 
resided ihere Gl 186 when he came on weet ancl settlal in Neosho county, 
Kansas. He owned a farm in Big Creek lownship, and on it, he brought up his 
iarey Tannily te be honorable mon saul women, 

Janos J. Wheatley came to his majority and was linitedly edueuted in 
Neosho county, He wae caver for the battle of life at fwenty-one and at thot 
ave liis career can be said to have hewn. Heowas married February 20, 1876, 
to Lydia A. Stanfield, a sister of Samuel Stanfivld, whose sketch appears in this 
work. Mer. Wheatley resided in Big Crevk township till 1885 when he came to 
lis prevent. location three miles northeast of Chanute, where he owns the south 
lwif of the southeast quarter of section 14, township 27, rauge 18. This was 
practically on unimproved tract when Mr, Wheatluy purchased it md the seven- 
teen years he has spent on it shows plainly the effect of that many years of 
labor and attention on a Kansas farm. He abandoned general farming some 
ten yours ago and begin the cultivation of small fruit—chielly the berry—in 
whieh business he has execlled and shown his genuine adaptability, 

By his marriage with Lydia Stanfleld Mr. Wheatley ie the father of Viola. 
wife of Bert Manley, engineer of the Chanute water works; Gertie, Myrtle, Tal- 
maye and Bruce. In politics our subject was brought wp a Republican, tut 
he became # Populist during the era of political upheaval in Kansag and lwe 
served two ternis as trustee of his township by election of the adherents of 
that purty. All who know Mr, Wheatley acknowledge in him genuine man- 
howd. Te is in a high degree honorable and the substantial elements of chur- 
acter ure daminent features of Lis mental makeup. 


R24 HISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. 


BENJAMIN F, BOERSTLER—One of the first settlers of Neosho coun- 
ty was he whose name heads this article, He settled in Tioga township, Neosho 
county, in December, L869, and entered the northeast quarter of section 13, ~ 
township 27, range 18, which he patented, improved, converted into a model 
fruit farm, and on which le has smce made his home. Jn the erection of his 
native lumber shanty he made trips enough to the sawmill to have hauled the 
lumber for a mmsion and then had only six joists and one sill, He went to 
Humboldt to get the lumber to complete his honse with but “foond a yard 
there with no Inmber” and he kept on north to Tolu and there got some 
flooring with which he built his 14x16 eabin and a door with which to enclose 
it—one-half the dwore in the Tola stock. On his return he camped with an 
“old timer” on the bank of Elm creek, just south of Tola, and the night was 
cool and the only blanket the stranger had would not keep the two warm 
and Mr. Boeratler got out his new door and laid it over thera to keep off the 
frost. His first residence completed, he moved in and the first work of the 
farm development began, With the secant means at their command it is dift- 
culf for those unacquainted with the experiences to understand how the 
Pioncers conld pay $1.25 a bushel for corn, 30e a pound for bacon andl corres 
pondingly high prices for other necessities of life and at the same time stay and 
hope and work for and reach “better times.” The scourge 
of bugs and hoppers and drowth almost made the coun 
try intolerable bot the element of conrage was tanght them 
by degrees and it fostered a spirit of endurance unconquerable and 
tenacious in the extreme. Pood was not only sewrce at times but clothing alse 
und it ie asserted by our subject that he owned ahout as little clothing as was 
gonsiatent with actual decency und that his rags on more than one ocoasion 
seamed to serve as a scarecrow to Toxas cattle as he orossel the pratries in their 
midst. 

Mr. Boerstler came to Neosho county from Towa but was born in Mahon- 
ing county, Ohio, Decembar 23, 1839. His ancestors emigrated from Lan- 
easter county, Pennsylyania, where Samuel Buerstler, bis father, wae born. 
The latter was a cabinet maker by trade but spent his Inet days on the farm. 
He was born in 1788 and died in 1858, He was a econ of George Boerstler and 
married Elizabeth Schuimp who died near Clarinda, lowa, in 1871, being the 
mother of the following children, viz.. Sarah, John, Jeremiah, Samael, 
Michwel, George, Elizabeth, Catherine, Mary, Lavina, Benjamin F., oor sub- 
ject, and Mosee and Carrie, 

Benjamin Franklin Boersther came to manhood on the farm and was 
educated in the district schools. He came to Indiana from his native state 
in 1858 and in 1860 warried Miss Suthine by whom a son, Dayton, was born. 
This union proved unhappy, a separation occurred and in 1865 Mr, Boerstler 
went to Page county, Jowa, where he married Sarah Fisher who bore him four 
children, Ida, Walter. Oscar nm) Cora. In 1809 Mr. Boerstler came to Kanena 
where he has ainee resided. He lost his second wife here und in 1882 he mar- 
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ried Anna Ketchum, a daughter of BE. F. Ketchum. The issue of this marriage 
are Loe, Ross, Bessie and Harry. 

The political history of this ancient German-American family shows the 
prevailing beliet to have been Democratic. Our subject acted with that politi- 
cal organization till the era of politieal reform moved Kansas to its foundation 
when be joined it and finally became a Populist, When Mr. Boerstler cam 
to Neosho county he entered largely into cattle raising and continned im it 
till 189% when he reduce his herd and has since kept only an amount of stock 
equal to his present needs as a modest dairyman. 


WILLIAM B, SULRLEY—The gentleman whose history is presented im 
this article is one of the early characters of Wilson county where, in Collax 
township, he resided many years, entering and improving a tract of the public 
domain. There were seven claim-eligibles in his father’s family and all of them 
made filings and thus started the process of securing land title from the govern- 
ment, The Shirleys were among the first families of settlers in Western Colfax 
—Chifton township extended over and included their locality when they went 
there but it was soon afterward divided und the firet election held in the new 
township of Colfax was held at the house of our subject’s father, Charles M. 
Shirley. William Shirley wae made the tirst treasurer of the townehip, gave 
Pm it a cost of $1, but never had any funds in the treasury to be respon- 
sible for. 

Churles M. Shirley, with his family, came to Kansas from Coles comnty, 
I}linois, shipping their goods and teams to Kansas City and driving down into 
the new country of Southern Kausus from the junction of the Kaw and the 
Missourt. He had passed the yeare from 1859 to 1570 in Ilinois and had gone 
to Coles county from Grayson county, Kentucky, where oar subject was born 
July 24, 1845. The father was born in Adair county, that state, in 1808 and 
was married there to Sarah Henderson, He learned the tanner’s trade but took 
np farming in Mlinvis and Kanens. He was a Whig in politics and was elected 
justice of the peace ue such in his county in Kentucky and held the office many 
terms. In 1860 he cast his ballot for Mr. Lincoln for President and furnish- 
ed two sons for the volunteer army when the civil war came on, He died in 
1872 and his wife eurvived till two years later, being the mother of the follow- 
ing children, viz., David ‘I’, deceased; Amanda J. Capps, of Etfingham, Illinois; 
Samuel R., of Yates Center, Kansas, and Charles K,, of Humboldt, I[lmois, 
veterans of the rebellion; Marens P.; Mrs. Mary Brown; William, our subject, 
and George T., all of Chanute, Kansans 

William Shirley was a country boy in hie youth and acquired a liberal edii- 
cation in the district schools and im college at Weetfield, inois. Fle became a 
teacher in early life and engaged m country school work in [llinois and ia 
Kansas for several years. In 1872 he was elected county superintendent of 
Wilson county and filled the office four years. His chief work in this capacity 
whe organizing new districts, instructing new boards and visiting schools, The 
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salary of his office was su reduced by some ollicial act alfecting the whole state 
that, daring tos sceond term, he was obliged to take up the ferule again to suup- 
port himself while finishing his terinof office. For some eight years alter retir- 
iy from olfice Mr, Shirley was enguged in farming. Jn 1884 he first came 
Chayule to engage in mereantile basiness. He seeured a clerkehip with Jolin 
Carter & Son, vrocers, where le remained for a time, going next into the real 
estate Intsiness with J. J. Hurt & Brother. Following this connection he wis 
four years police jude of Chanute after whieh, in Dewwmber, 1895, he eupayed 
in the voueral, mercantile business in Buffalo, Kansas. He remained at this 
point till six years later, when, in J904, he returned to Chanute and became 
ove of the firm of Shirley Brothers, leading grocers, composed of Williarn and 
Gworge T. Shirley, 

July 15, 1875, Mr. Shirley married Mise Belle Hedges, a Wilson county 
teacher, who came to Kansas from Warrensburg, Missouri, in 18738. and who 
was 4 student im beth the Missouri State Normal and the Kansus State Nor- 
mal schools. She tanght sucwessfully several yeurs, and was married at twenty 
years of age. James Wy Pledges, Mrs. Shirley's father, was a Kentucky man 
and married in that atate, Mr. and Mrs. Shirley have bad a son and a daughter, 
viv., Walter T.., who died at the age of seventeen, md Margaret, who is mow 
grown aud quite popular in Chanute society and a good and fmithlul worker in 
the M. E. church, 

Mr. Shirley first voted for General Grant for president and lias cast 
i ballot for each and every Republican candidate for prescident since 1868, He 
hue been a meter of the Chumoate eity eouneil and of the board of education 
and hue manifested a lively interest in all of the city’s municipal affairs, 


JOHN TR. JON KS, M. D.—The subject of this review is a well known and 
able practitioner of medicine residing in the rural community of Tioga town- 
ship, Neosha county. where he settled in February, 1876, entering—on the 
Osage Cede Lands—the tract of land which has since been his home. He is an 
THinvis settler aod came to Kansas to aid in-its material development and. for 
the ultimate improvement of his individual fortunes, 

Onur subject wae bern in Pinckneyville, Mlinois, Oelober 6, 1836, His 
father, Humphrey B. Jones, was the founder of the town of Pinckneyville, in 
Terry county, gving there from Kentucky in 1618 and naming the town in 
honor of Governor Pinekney, of South Carolina, of whom he was an admiring 
friend. Te was borw at Brownsville, Kentucky, in 1799, received a college 
education, became a fine lawyer—and consequently a wan of polities—and was 
contemporary in his practice with Lyman Trumbull, Sidney Breese, General 
Shields aud Don Morrison, whom he knew personally and had the honor of an 
intimate acquaintance. He filled the important offices of his county im Till. 
nois, first by appointment and next by election, and wag a member of the Dli- 
nvis lewislature and of its seeond constitutional convention, He was eminent. 
ae u civil lawyer, was a Pro-slavery Whig in politics and died at the age of 
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filty- six years, He married Harriet Dobbins, who was born in Rockbridyy 
county, Virginia, December 26, 1801, and died the 10th of July, 1878. She 
wae u daughter of Frederick Dobbins, a representative of one of the prominent 
slave-holding families of Virginia. 

Humphrey B. Jones was a son of Wilham Jones, a gentleman of Virginia 
1772 birth, and a pioneer to Kentucky, settling there about 1790, He married! 
in the then Territory of Kentucky and reated the following children, namely, 
Humphrey B.; David; Sarah, who married Ambrose Gordon; Elizabeth, wife 
of George Kinley. of Dade county, Missouri; Sallie, who married) Dr. Leo, ¥. 
llamilton, of Perry county, IMinois, The children of Homphrey B. and Har- 
rivé Jones were Lucy M., who died at Dufjnoin, Mhinois, in June, 1901. ne 
Mrs. I) VP. Tlanilton: Richard, who was a soldier in the Fighteenth Dlinots 
Infantry, and left three children; Aun W., who died in 1866; Benj, W., who 
Was a captain in the Forty-ninth Iinois Infantry, died leaving two sons; Dey, 
John I, of thie notiee: DeWitt Ca prominent Chicago lawyer; Vashti, 
who died in September, 1808, as Mra. Charles U. Hoe. (Brother and sister.) 

Dr. Jones yrew up in his native plaice and was educated in the schools ef 
the town. He chose merlicine for lis fe work ane read the subject in the 
olfice of Dr. Samuel Mo Carter three years. Aft twenty years of age he entered 
the Missouri Medical Collegu at St. Lonis and completed the course with 
graduation in 185). He opened an ollice in Pinekneyyille and continued th 
practices there till his departure for Kansas seventeon years later. His first 
vxperience on a farm was when he entered his claim in Neosho county and 
while he has been practicing his profession—covering miles and miles of the 
prairies of both Neosho and Wilson counties, he has also been farming anil 
the active outdoor exercise of both have done their part toward the assurances 
of his longevity. 

April 12, 1868, Dr. Jones married Franees G. Gillis, a danghter of 
Samuel Gillis, #od born at Salem, Olio, in 1846. The doctor and Mrs. Jones 
children pre Lydia A., wife of W,. F. lrwin, of Allen county, Kansas; Joho 
Jy who graduated in the law department of the State University of JKansas 
in 182, and is a prominent attornay of Chanute; Dr. Fred W., of Karlton, 
Wattsae: DeWitt Ry; Tlie Li: Frances V., nnd Benjamin FP. 

Inan early day Dr. Jones was active in the polities of Neosho county. THe 
isa Republican, was made a Mason in 1858 and a Knight Templar in Chanute 
in 1{02, and was grand lodge representative many times in Tilinois. He is 
0 nian of progress, believes strongly in public improvement—bhut not in honds 
for their promotion in Kansas—and lends bis support and encouragement to 
the worthy and aneriterious in all lines of enterprise. 
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ARTHUR N, ALLEN—Conspicuously identified with the financial inter- 
ests of Neosho county and the city of Chanute is the cashier of the First 
National bank, Arthur N. Allen, the subject of this review. He has been 
a part of the business life of Chanute sinve 1885 when he came here froni 
the east and entered the real estate and loan office of R. N. Allen as a clerk, 
Since that date his connection with the business life of the city has grown 
in importance and prominence as promotion has come to hom from time to 
titre until he has reached the position of second rank im the leading financial 
concern of Neosho county, 

The subject of this noti#e was born in Mount Vernon, Indiana, November 
13. 1866, and is a son of Arthur P, Allen, of Erie, Kansas. He finished his 
education in the Millsboro, Mlinots, high sebool and the year of his graduation 
witnessed his advent to Chanute. In 1888 he entered the First National bank 
at hook-kveper and in two vears was made assistant cashier of the institu- 
lion. He filled that position till 1101 when he was promoted to his present 
position of cashier, The First National bank was chartered mm 1888 and be- 
fan business in November of that year with R. N. Allen as president, BE. 2B. 
Ward as vice president, aml R. L. Nay as cashier, H, N. Allen was succeed- 
hy J, W. MeDonald as president in October, 1901; the vice presidents since 
Ward have been Jeffries, Dildine and Kennedy, while Mr, Nuy, the cashier gave 
way to Mr. Kennedy in 180 and eleven years later A. N. Allen moved up to 
the position. The mstitution is capitalized for fifty thousand dollars and has 
a surplus and undivided profits of fifteen thousand dollars. 

For thirteen years Mr, Allen hus leen city treasurer and for eleven years 
he served as secretary of the Chanute Building and Loan association. He iz 
a director of the Driving Park Association and a Republican in polities. He 
was married October 2h, 1896, to Miss Nettie M. Cross, a daughter of the late 
John A, Cross, editor and proprietor of the Chanute Blade. 

Mr. Allen is a Mason and an Odd Fellow and a gentleman whose interest 
in the welfare of his town is marked and well defined. He is one of the choer- 
ful contributors to meritorious and deserving enterprises and it is to men of 
that class that the Oil City of Kansas owes its stability and promise. 


VIRGIL WILSON—One of the promoters of educational interests in 
Chanute and a gentleman whose business interests in the city have heen 
varied and conspienone is the subject of this sketch. Mr. Wilson came to 
Kansas in 1878 and settled three miles cast of Buffalo in Wilson county, where 
for six years, he managed und conducted a large farm. Disposing of his inter- 
ests there in 1884 he took up his residence in Chanute where, for a time, he 
was connected with both the First National and the Chanute National hanks, 
He bevame actively engaged in business when he took an interest as senior part- 
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ner arid publisher of the Chanute Bludo which he edited for eight months. 
Selling out his interests in the paper he invested in the zine and lead mining 
district of Pearson Creck, Missouri, Disposing of this business, he then 
engaged in the coal oil and gasoline business in Chanute and continued it 
till 1898 when he purchased the Chanute Steam Laundry and has been its 
proprietor and operator sinee. 

Mr. Wilson is a native of Kentucky, being born in Grayson county, that 
state, November 15, 1846. His father was John Wilson and hia grandfathor 
was Jesse Wilson, which latter settled in Kentucky in the early years of the 
nineteenth century and was an emigrant from Virginia. ‘The founder of the 
family in the state of Daniel Boone seems to have been the pfoneer Baptist 
preacher, John Wilson, who served in the Virginia militia during the war of 
the revolution, and was a farmer as well as a preacher in Kentueky. Jesse 
Wileon married Miss MeGee, reared eleyen children and is buried in Fayette 
county, Kentucky. His fifth child was John Wilson, our subject's father, who 
marriv Sallie Broce, a daughter of James Bruce, a Pennsylvanian of Scotch 
blood. Of this dnion there was born Mary, James B. and Jesse 5., of Ken- 
tneky ; William, who died in Texas; John F., of Kentucky; Samuel, of Mon- 
tana; Virgil, our subject; Emma, wife of Z T. Proctor, of Litchfield, Ken- 
tucky; Joel C., and Warren L,, of Kentucky: Minor, of Dickens county, Texas, 
ind Josie, at the old home in Grayson county, Kentucky. 

Virgil Wilson grew as a country boy and by early manhood bad acquired 
a good mlucation. He was a student of the college men W. B. Haywood and B, 
W. Vineyard, well known in Kentucky, and at the age of seventeen he began 
teaching bis first term of school in a log sehoul house. He rose in his profea- 
sion by successive steps till he heeame a high school principal and taught as 
such at Upton, Cloveport, Hardinsburg and Bewleyville, Kentucky. ‘This 
closed his work in the profession covering a period of fifteen years and he came 
to Kansas and settled down tpon a farm. 

August 25, 1874, Mr, Wilson married Kate Heyeer, a daughter of Adami 
Heyser, a Virginia gentleman with Holland Dutch antecedents. The latter 
merried Harriet Board, reared eight children and was himself a eoldier in the 
war of 1812. Mre. Wilson wus born at Millerstown, Kentucky, August 21, 1550, 
and iz the mother of Fayette. who was born in 1875, is married to Nellie Me- 
Caslin, and resides in Chanute; and Wavy, born in 1885, 

The political history of Mr. Wilson traces buck into the old Whig party, 
beth his grandfathers belonging and acting with that virtuous organization, 
Farther down the lime Democracy became the controlling influence in the 
family and when our subject came to caet his first presidential vote it was 
for Horatio Seymour. He espoused the Greenback cause later on and, when 
the wave of political reform swept over Kansas he joined forces with it and 
enrolled with the Populist party. He filled the office of eounty examiner of 
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teachers in Breckiuridge county, Kentucky, for a time and has been a member 
o! the board of education in Chanute more than ten years, serving three 
forms ae president of it, and has held the office of city assessor of Chanute. 
Ile has heen a Mason since 1867 and a Good Templar for years. 


ILENRY MONTAGU R—A gentleman who has been prominently iden- 
tifa) with both practical and theoretical farming in Neosho vounty [oz 
nuitly a seore of years is Henry Montagne of this article, He is one of the 
worthy sneaessors of the pioneers of the county and came to 1t April 1, 18385, 
fram Lorain county, Ohio, where he was born September 10, 1840. His father, 
also Henry Montague. settled in that county in 1836 and was an emigrant from 
County Fermanaugh, Ireland, where, near the town of Dniskillin, he was born 
Mareh 8, 1813. Ho sailed Trem his mative land in L826 with his parents. 
Michael and Klizabeth (Crooks) Montague. and stopped first in New York 
state. ‘They came on west to ten years and settled in Laram county, Ohio, 
where the family engaged in clearing up a new farm and in improving a home. 
Tho grandparents had four children of which number our subject's father was 
the oldest. The only surviver is I. M,, of Dane county, Wiseonsin, 

Henry Montagcue, Sr, warried Kuniee Porter, a danghter of Lyman Por- 
tur, who vame to Ohio from: Massachusetts where his danghter Hunice was born. 
He was a grandson of Asa Porter, one of the patriot soldiers of the American 
Revolution, who enlisted Trom the Old Buy state. Munies Montagne wae bora 
im 1821 and died in 1805, whilu her hashund earvived her till April 26, 1885. 
They were the parents of Henry, of this review; Elizabeth, deceased wife of & 
2, Cook, of Lorain eounty, Ohio: Margaret, of Chicago, Illinois, wife of 
M. D. Mason; Mary 1, of Ohio, wife of C. 1. Mead; Kulen, of Chicago, is the 
wile of James Stokes; Harrict, deceased wife of Smith Crowell: Wealthy, of 
Cleveland. Ohio, iz married to James Diekson; Albert, on the old homestead in 
Ohio, aml Kaniee, of Cleveland, Ohio, whe is married to Levi Baker, 

Henry Montague, of this notice, passed his boyhood in the country amid 
the wooded seenery of that carly time. The primitive raral school house housed 
lim while he acquired his education and the clearing and cultivation of the 
farm furnished the eyercise for hie imusenlar development, When the war 
caine on he enlisted in the three months’ service but failed to get into the 
fielL He offered his services agnin, however, and was enrolled in Company 
D, Twenty-third Olue Volunteer Infantry, and had the rare and unusual 
distinction of serving with two presidents of the United States, R. B. Hayes, 
who was © mayor and William McKinley, who was quarter-master-suryeant. 
The Twenty-Uhird Ohio served in West Virginia till August, 1862, when it waz 
erdered to Washington and jomed the forces sent against the Confederates in 
Maryland. Subsequently Mr. Montague went with his command hack into 


HISTORY OF NMUSHO COON'TY, KANSAZ. al 


West Virginia and towartl the close of his service he was on the raid about 
‘Stiunton, the “Old Star State”” The battles our eubject participated in ware 
Carnifes Ferry, South Mountain, Antictam and Cloyed Mountain—chief of the 
list, Ile was discharged from the service July 6, 1864, having served as a pri- 
vate and done his full duty in defense of the fay. 

Returning to civil pursuits Mr. Montague took up farmmg and continucd 
it in Ohio fill his engagement with the Weet & Wilson Sewing Maehine cow- 
pany in their factory at Elyria, where he remaimed three years. When he caine 
to Kansas he purchased two hundred and forty acres of land northwest of 
Chanute whieh he cultivated in person till 1899 when he removed to the city 
and Jett the werk of the farm to lis sons. is interest in crops, their cond: 
tions and prospects, is yet lively and through his agency the state secretary of 
igriculinre receives reports, when requested, pertaining to the conditions of 
agriculture and horticulture in his community. 

He has always taken a lively interest in dairying and was one of the pre- 
moters of a co-operative creamery at Chanute which has grown to be one of the 
hest in the state, doing «a business of $40,000 annually, The creamery was open- 
ed for business May 4, 1890, and has been in continned operation smee The 
subject of this sketel was elected presidimt of the board of directors at tho 
organization of the company and has been eleeted president of the hoard wp 
Lo the present time, 

Mr. Montague married Betsy Toaeh, a duughter of John Roach, who 
came to the United States from Kngland in L857. The wedding occurred 
Qetober 1, 1804, when Mrs. Montague was twenty-three years old. The isene 
of thie union are Edward T., who married Laura Cox and resides on the 
farm: Pred W.. of the firm of Henninger & Montague, implement and buggy 
dealers in Chanute: George F., a farmer, ie married to May ‘Tippie; Mary A. 
and Morris. 

The early Montagues were Democrats in politics and our subject was 
identified with that party till the forces of reform in Kansas organized ae a 
party when he joined them and went into the Populist purty. 


ANDREW BATRD—The pioneers of Neosho county are worthily repre 
sented in the person of Andrew Baird, of Chanute, the late farmer and early 
settler of Tioga township. He came to the county in 1868 and entered a tract 
of the public domain on the east side of the township whieh he patented and 
which is now the property of Judge Ayres. Subsequently he occupied a farm 
two miles east of Chanute where he owns two hundred und seventy-five acres, 
n tract admirably situated, substantially improved and of fertility and product- 
iveness rarely surpassed. A portion of it is the old home and original place 
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of settlement of Richard W. Jackson, one of the wetl-remembered pioneers uf 
Neosho county, and one of whose daughters is the wife of Mr, Baird, 

Andrew Hair’! was born near the town of Duntop, Ayrshire, Scotland, 
July 30, 1846, and is a son of Alexunder Baird, who was for many years well 
known as a farmer and citizen of Tioga township, Neosho county. The latter 
waa born in 1812, brought his family to the United States in 1848 and located 
in Randolph county, Illinois, where he resided till his udvent to Kansas in 
1870. He married Margaret Barr who remained his companion through life 
and died in 1895, being the mother of Alexander; Andrew, vf this sketch; 
Jane, wife of George N. Chappell, of Neosho county; and John T., of the 
aame county. Mr. Baird ilied in 1895. 

Our subject crossed the Atlantic ocean at two years of age and was reared 
and received his education in Randolph county, Illinois. On approaching his 
majority he began life as a farm laborer and, when he started for Kaneas in 
1868, had accumulated some three hundred dollars which served to give him a 
slight advantage in this new country. He engaged in the work of his early 
training—farming—and continved it with a good degree of success, together 
with all its proper accompaniments, till 1901, when he moved into Chanute 
an began a partial season of rest. 

Oetober 1, 1872, occurred the marriage of Andrew Baird with Minerva 
Jackson, whose father came to Kansas in 1858 from Cass county, Indiana, He 
left Neosho county after some years and settled in Greenwood county, Kansas, 
where he died August 1, 1803, at the age of seventy-three yeare. Te married 
Margaret Oliver who died in 1872 on the 16th of February at forty-four years 
of age. Their five children were Amanda J., wife of George Iryin, of Neosho 
county; Eli, who diwl at the age of twenty-four; Mrs. Baird, born October 9, 
1856; Andrew, who died at the age of fifteen years, and William T., deceased at 
twenty-eight. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Baird are Maggie, wife of August Peterson, 
of Chanute, whose only child is Lola; John W., of Neosho county, who is mar- 
ried to Myrtle Heller, and William A., residing on the family lomestead, 

In polities Mr. Baird was brought up under Republican influence but his 
views conflicted with those of his worthy ancestor and he became a Democrat. 
Te has followed out this line of political reasoning and activity and is a re- 
liahle exponent of his party’s snecess. 


DELMONT M. KENNEDY—As a representative of the post pioneer 
period of Chanute’s cominercial history the name of D, M. Kennedy may hw 
mentioned in this connection. For the past twenty years his relation to the 
business interests of the city haa been that of a banker and loan broker, and it 


is in this important channel of domestic commerce that he has justified the wis 
dom of the public confidence reposed in him, 
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Mr, Kennedy was born in LaSalle county, Dlinois, June 1, 1862, His 
father, Lafayette Kennedy, was a middle states man, born in Watertown, New 
York, and a son of John Kennedy who died there in 1878 at the age of seventy- 
eight years. Lafayette Kennedy was born in 1832 and died at Winfield, Kan- 
gas, in I871, He made settlement in Cowley county, Kansas, from Illinois, in 
1869, and passed away on a farm in early life. He married Ellen F. Haven- 
hill in the state of Illinois. She wae a daughter of Marshall Havenhill, a Ken- 
tucky gentleman, and to her and her husband were born two children, viz.. 
Edith, wife of Dr. T. R. Edwards, of Cleburne, Texas, and Delmont M., of this 
review, Lafayette Kennedy passed hie life in the main as a carpenter and 
when his death ovourred his wife cared for her children and managed suocess- 
fully all their domestic affairs. She trained her children to moral, opright and 
useful lives and saw them reach manhood and womanhood’s estate educate, 
miltured ani refined. In the home of her son she also abides and her declining 
years are eheered and comforted by the assuranve of an ever weleome and 
loving home, 

The subject of this notice had a somewhat varied career in boyhood anid 
youth. He passed a few years of his life on an Illinois farm, drove «a delivery 
wagon for a Winfield, Kansas, grocer, and also clerked for a vlothing firm 
in that city. He acquired his education chiefly in Fowler Institute in the 
atate of Dlinois and the Winfield high sehool, and really began the business of 
life as a delivery boy at ten dollars a month, When he came to Chanute in 
TSHO he secured a position with the Chanute Milling coinpany where he 
ach ae flour salesman and all round handy man. From this position he 
went inte the Chanute hank, now defunct, as book-keeper and man of all work. 
From 1882 to 1886 he remained with this concern and in the fall of the 
latter year was elected elerk of the district court of Neosho county. He 
war recloeted in the fal] of 1888 and conducted the affairs of the offine person- 
ally till September, 1890, when he was eleeted cashier of the First National 
lmnik of Chanote and, in January followmg, entered regularly upon his duties 
a6 aneh. his position he tilled eleven years, retiring in May, 1901, when he 
wie elected president of the Bank of Commeren of Chanute, but remaining 
the active manager of the First National till September of that year, wher he 
and A. N, Allen parted with the controlling interest in the bank. In the 
reorgunivation and readjustment of its officers, Mr. Kennedy was chosen 
view president of the bank and on the first of October, 1901 engaged in the 
brokerage and loan business with office m the bank building, He has some 
other intervets affecting the welfare of Chaiute, chief of which is the gas and 
ail development of her territory now going on with such substantial and 
promising results, 

Oetober 1, 1883, Mr. Kennedy was married in Chanute to Miss Ella Lyen, 
a daughter of the late pioneer J. T. Lyen, notice of whom appears eleewhere in 
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thie yolunie, The living issue of the onion are Cecil C,s Rune P,, and Opal 
, Those deceased are Ralph L. and Hagel. 

In polities Mr. Kennedy is a firm believer in the efficiency of Republieu- 
ism as pracheed by the lamented McKinley and aa continued by his successor, 
Ho is established in the faith of the Christian relizion and is one of the useful 
momhers of the Methodist congregation, Asa citizen he bas ever been alive 
to the best intereste of the community where he lives. No honorable and 
worthy enterprise but that reevives his encouragenient and no deserving charity 
but that ie aided by his substantial contribution, Life's labors with him have 
been satisfactorily rewarded and at ite meridian he is in the enjoyment of 
firmneial independence, 


DAVID (. NELMAN—The pioneer whose name heads this personal 
notiew is a character whose connection with the varied affairs and numerous 
events which ovearred in Neosho county, both before and since its organization, 
was that of a leader and chief factor and when lis shade shall have passed to 
the renlme beyond wnch of the romance and tragedy of the early histery- 
making period of lis connty will perish with him, No settler of recent ties 
can possibly know the anxieties, misgivings, fears and physical sufferings of 
those who neighhored with the red man along the Neosho, and if this volume 
were devoted to “The Terovs of Neosho County” instead of to the history of 
its representative cttizens, David (. Newman and the others of his time would 
serve to furnish, exclusively, the subjects of the worl. 

Mr. Newman is truly a Kansas pioneer for he settled in it two years 
before it became a state, when ho loeated in Allen connty and, at Tola, erected, 
as a carpenter, the first house on the townsite, Ile caine west from Washing- 
ton eounty, Ulinois, where he was reared, sparingly educated and where he 
learned his trade. To that locality his father emigrated from Blount county. 
Kast Tennessee, in 1888, and there he died four years later. The latter was 
also David Neuman, was horn in Germany about 1782, came across the ocea)) 
with the Phillip’ —whose daughter Elizabeth he married as soon as they reavhed 
Philadelphin—and made his home carly in Bast Tennessee. He was a farmer 
and died leaving a family of ten children of which our subject is the sole 
survivor, 

David C, Neuman wae horn in Blount county, East Tennessee, December 
30, 1828, and was a boy on the farm till nineteen yeurs old, He then engaged 
to learn the carpenter and eabinet-maker’s trade and this he followed about 
twelve years when he decided to become a settler in the wilds of Kansas, A 
team of three voke of cattle served to bring his family from th old home 4o 
the new and when he reached his destination fifty cents eonstituted his capital 
in cash, He turned his attention to the business of his trade and purened it 
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clovsly, during the time he was not in the army, building several of the early 
residences of the new town af Jola. He remained in that place till November. 
1805, when he came to Neosho connty and entered a tract of Ingd in the 
river hottom which he deeded and still owns, 

While a resident of Allen county Mr. Newman enlisted in the volunteer 
artny for the civil war, joining the first battallion in May, 1861, which luttalion 
hecame part of the Sixth Kansas, upon consolidation, Company G going ints 
the Righth Kansas Infantry. Our subject enlisted as a sergeant im Captain 
A.W... Brown's company where the making out of the muster rolls, issuing, of 
npusitions and drilling the company fell to his lot, He was transferred, with 
fiftewn men, to the light artillery with whieh he served till July, 1863, when he 
was discharged. Soon afterward he was commissioned by the ypovernor te 
recruit for the army, recruiting from the invalid ranks and taking able-bodied 
mer from sixteen to sixty years. When he had raised a company he was 
cornmissioned ils captain, The company’s duties wore to keep in cheek the 
Indians and fight Bushwhackers and it was only aceasionally called out. 
While in the regular aervice Mr. Neuman was in the battle of Drywood at Fort 
Seott and other lesser eneounters with the enemy and escapd without bullet 
wounds. 

Farming has constituted the (nployment of our subject since the war. 
His aspirations were those of a liote-huilder and every obstacle which appeared 
to counteract the efforts of the whites of civilizing and eettling the country met 
his sudden, swift and positive rebuke. While his condnact toward the Indians 
wae chavacterized with discretion and wilh apparent timidity, that toward all 
forms of erime—espevially liquorselling to the Indians—found in him one of 
the improvised agents of justice to the end that the membership of the fra. 
termity declined with startling regularity with the eapture of the author of an 
ifense. [9 1871 Mr, Netiman moved to the prairie and started a new hone 
anid the one he now occupies. His industry and tenacity are well known chr 
acteristics and asa progressive and prosperous farmer he is widely and Tavay- 
ably known. 

(i the 14th of February, 1849, Mr. Nouman was united in marriage with 
Saruly A. House, wha died June 6, 1852, leaving a daughter who married! 
Jolie Rogers and died, hersel! leaving a family of three children. September 
28, 18538, was consummated the second marriage of Mr. Newman, this time 
with Rosanna Logan who died in 1870 withont issoe. He returned to Tlinois 
anil] was there married on the 20th of August, 1871, to Elizabeth Hechler. 
a daughter of Michael Hechler whose family was of German birth, The chili 
ren of this union are, Mayyie M., wife of John Reinhardt, of Neosho county : 
Rosanna, wife of Joseptins Clover, of the same county; David C. Jr. ; Anning, 
wile of B.D, Felson, of Neosho county; Lena, John M., George P. and Lola, 
all yeb with the famnly home. 
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Mr. Newman's first yole was cast for a Whig candidate for president when 
he was just past eighteen years of age. Tle wore a heavy beard and he offered 
to yotu more as a joke than in earnest and when he was not challenged his first 
and whole duty as an American citizen had begun, He helped elect Abraham 
Lincoln to the presidency and remained a Republican till 1896 when he shifted 
polities and supported the ehampion of silver. 

Mr. Neuman has the distinetion of being the oldest married man im 
Nvosho county, No man is known to him who came to the county as early as 
he did and was married when lie came. His influence has been wielded always 
for good and those who know him are pleased to think of him as an upright. 
worthy and honored citizen, 


ISAAC TP. BROAD—In reviewing the life of the subject of this sketeli 
we present to posterity and to the present the record of a character in the 
settloment and development of Neosho county. Ln point of settlement he was 
one of the very first. Few white persons were to be seen mbabiting the prai- 
ries of the valley of the Neosho on that May day in 1859 when he drove into 
it and cast his fortunes with Kansas and her pionvers, trusting to the fairness 
of the Osages to he wnrlisturbed in the possession of his “squatters” clain’ 
and in the peaceable pursuits of the frontier. Although the Osaye tribe 
owned all the land alony the river in Neosho county, Mr. Broad selected a» tract 
east of the river which he oeeupied and began immediately to convert into 
settier’s home. When the reservation became public domain after the war he 
entered his claim, proved up on it in due season and made it his home till 
18080 when he gave up rural pursuits and became a resident of Chanute. 

By hirth and education our subject isan English-American. He was born 
at St. Johns, New Bronswiek, December 13, 1830, prew up there and acquirer 
his mental drill in the schools common to his station and time, Ile comes of 
New England stock for his father, Mlisha Broad, was born in Massachusetts, a 
grandson of an English eettler in the old Bay Colony who established the 
family on this side of the waters, On his maternal side our sulyject isa Pickett, 
his mother being Maria Pickett, who. with her hushund, died at St. Johns, New 
Brunswick. The family were farmers and reared eight children to paths of 
usefullness, Tsaas P., being the eixth birth. One other only, Hewlett Broad, 
of Buffalo. New York, survives. 

In 1857 Isaac Broad left his Canadian home and directed his footstep- 
toward the great Mississippi valley. He made two temporary stops enroute 
to the Missouri river, one in [linois and the other at Kirksville, Missouri ; 
spending the winter of 1858 in the latter place. Pe set owt in the spring with 
the Neosho country as his objective point and he reached it at the time and in 
the manner as before mentioned. He came armed with # firm purpose to 
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establish himeel! a settler in the then territory of the west, to become un in- 
tegral part of the social and political fabric and to participate modestly in ils 
varied affairs. As the country offered the best possible opportunity for the 
raising of stock he was soon engaged in it in a small way at first, but grew and 
expanded till he became one of the leading factors in the cattle business of 
Neosho county. His fondness for horses dates from his boyhood and he has 
loved a goo horse more than all things else. He has handled them, bred them 
and owned them and it ean buy safely ventured that his stables were never 
without a fine specimen of this noble animal. 

While the war of the Rebellion was in progress, Mr. Broad served his 
state in the militia, only, whieh body was occasionally called upon to repel 
attacks of the Confederates under Price and Van Dorn. 

Mr. Broud has manifested little concern in the perpetuation of the family 
tome, He has apparently enjoyed the solitude of bachelor quarters all his life 
and now, when past the age of eligibility, he clings more closely to the deter- 
mination of his early yours to parry cupids thriiste and pass away unfettered] 
by matrimonial bonds. 

The conditions in Kansas in the historic dronth of 1860 rendered many 
persons destitute; so much so that it was felt necessary to send a settler east 
to secure food and clothing und seed for the next year’s planting. Mr. Broad 
contributed $5.00 toward the expenses of Captain Stewart on his trip and 
received half a bushel of meal as his share of the charity shipment, 

Tn his political actions Mr. Broad has been governed more by principles 
and policies than by party names, His earliest affiliation was with the Re- 
publivans, nest with the Greenbackers, then the Union Labor party and 
finally the People’s party to its union with Democracy. 


SAMUEL RAUGHMAN—The subject of this notice is ane of the well 
known business men of Chanute and has been identified for many years with 
both Neosho and Wilson counties. He was an early settler of the latter, going 
there in Mareh, 1874, and taking up his residence in Chetopa township, where 
he became well known os a farmer and where he resided till the year 1880. 
That year the Republicans elected him sheriff of Wilson county and he removed 
to Fredonia to take charge of the office. In 1882 he was again elected and 
serverl another term of two years. Hw dischorged his duties without fear or 
favor as will be recalled by many of the citizens of Wilson county who witnessed 
the altempt of a mob to take from his possession the notorious Hardings who 
were charged with the murder of Charles Conner, in which attempt the leader 
of the mob, John Huffman, was killed. the mob dispersed and the dignity of 
the Jaw maintained. 
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Upon the expiration of his term of office Mr, Baughman engayed m the 
hotel lusiness in Fredonia, wrecting the three story brick building on the south 
east corner of the square (now the “Gold Dust") and opened it for lnusiness. 
Mm 1601 he traded this property for land in Dent connty, Missouri, and went 
(here to reside. Four years in Missouri is, for a Kansas man, a long period ancl 
this snffieed for our subject, for he retraced lis steps hither and located m 
Chanute where he is now well established in the bakery business. 

Samuel Baughinan was born in Westmoreland connty, Pennsylvania, on 
the Gth of January, 1842. His father was Peter C, Baughman, who died in 
Chanute in 1894 at eighty-cight years of age, and his mother was Barbara Heer 
who, like the Banghmans, was of Pennsylvania Dutch stock. The Raughmune 
located? in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, about the outbreak of the 
Revolutionary war—aome of whom served in that struggle—oud were from 
Germany. Peter C. Baughman was an old line Whig, then a Know-nothing 
and finally a Republican and of this latter his son Samuel participated freely. 
His wile died at Shaw, Kansae, in 1888, at the age of eighty-one years. Their 
children were ne follows. Mrs. Elizabeth Truxwell, of Moline, [lnois; Daniel 
who came to Wilson county with out subject and died there; Rev. John W., of 
Chanute, for many yeare engaged in the ministry of the United Brethren 
choreh in Southeast Nanas: Margaret Frivs, of Moline, [linuis: Catherme, 
deceased, who marned Aaron Gamble, of Wilson county; Samuel and Lydia 
Pierre, of Orion, Tlhinoia. 

In 1850 Peter C. Baughman took his family to Rock Island county, IIL 
pois, where our subject grew up and was educated in the country schools. 
After the war the latter took a course in Bryant & Stratton’s College in Dayen- 
port, Lowa, and this equipped him for the real battles to be encountered i 
civil life. He enlisted in Jine, 1861, in Company ©, Fourteenth Missouri, 
Illinwis already having her fall quota of men in the field. The Fowrteenth 
Missouri was enlisted az an independent regiment of sharpshoolers and it he- 
came sveh later on, and was called the “Burgess Sharpshooters,” Sixty-eixth 
Iilinvis, 1b took part in the trouble at Fort Donelson, the battle of Sliloh, and 
in the second Corinth fight. Ut was left at Corinth to guard supplies and re 
nine) Fl the autumn of 1863, when if joined General Sherman and went 
into Missionary Ridge fight. The regiment veteranized in the winter of 1863 
and from Pilasid, Tennessee, oor subject furloughed home. On lis return to 
his commmnd he went with Sherman’s army from Buzzard Roost to Atlanta, 
participating in all that series of engagements to the fall of Atlanta, and then 
on the mareh from Atlanta to the sea, uceeompanying Sherman's victorious 
army through North Carolina, where it captured Jolnston’s army, and on to 
Washington to the Grand Review. Mr. Baughman was discharged at Spring- 
field, Ilinois, in June, 1865, and engaed in the butcher business at Milan, 
that state, till his departore for Kansas, 
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Mr. Baughman was united in marriage at Moline, Ilinois, in the month 
of October, 1865, with Lenora F. Kidder. Mrs. Ganghinan was a daughter 
of Wilson Widder and Marilda Curtis, Vermont and New York people, respect- 
ely. Mrs. Baughman was born in Warren county, Pennsylvania, on June 
14, 1845, and is the mother of one son and two daugliters, namely, Nellie, wife 
of Judge CLS. Reed, of Sandusky, Ohio; Walter 8., who married Inex Midkipp 
of Montgomery county, Kansas, December 19, 1901, and Elsie B., who married 
B. B. Blaekburn, of Chanute, Kansas. 

Mr. Baughman is a well known Republican and is a Knight ‘Templue 
Mason. 


JOSEPH EB. PLUMMER—The season of pioneering im Neosho county 
Wilhessed the advent to her confines of many men and women of honorably 
and sincere purpose Whose assets were all the elements of character and whose 
resources were the enorgy and industry contained in their physical composition. 
They came not to prey upon the hospitality and abuse the charity of their 
naghhors but te settle the prairies and build homes for their own comfort ani 
to establish a society that speaks for the moral, educational and religions aun- 
timent of a community. 

The passing of the years has witnessed also the passing of the pioneers, A 
score and a half of years spent in a new country with its anxieties and respon- 
sibilities, with varying fortunes and onereaching age, taxes men’s enduranw 
often beyond its limit and it is not surprising that now, when the first work 
is all practically finished, the pioneers are also uicarly finished and there is 
only here and there one of the whole population of a county. What is true 
in one connty is also true of every other Kansas county with referenee to its 
early settlers. he season of pioneering in Neosho county was from 1860 tr 
1870 and the remaining few chan coming-tine entitles them to be mentioned 
in that eategory und whose lives and achievements warrant a reference in their 
county's memoirs are herein presented as true to life as the memory of advanced 
age and the civelimstances of the case justify. 

Of the few who now answer to the call of pioneers of Neosho county and 
whose life has been one round of activity and filled with honorable deeds if ic 
pleasing to mention Joseph EB. Plummer, of Chanute, the subject of this 
personal sketeh, 

September, 1809, Mr. Plummer and hie young wife crossed the Neosho 
river in au “dogout™ near the site of Osage City, the first town in the county, 
ani stoppad the first night under the hospitable roof of the pioneer, S. E. 
Beach on the banks of that important stream, They came with willing hands, 
hopeful hearts and little money and at once took possession of the southwest 
quarter of section 20, township 27, range 18, a claim which Mr. Plummer’s 
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brother, Jucob, had previously selected and now largely built upon as a part 
of the townsite of Chanute. Mr. Plummer erected his box shanty of native 
lwnber within a few feel of the site of his present home and the 16x20 cabin, 
when ready to occupy, Just about exhausted their modest supply of cash. Cot- 
tmwood boxing sold at $40 and pine flooring at $60 a thousand feet and 
shingle: were correspondingly high so thut the house of a pioneer, however 
modest and unpretentious, was worth more than his farm. The first season 
Mr. Plumer, by means of borrowing, and swapping work, broke out a portion 
of his ¢laian but raised nothing on it and the following winter he and hie faith- 
ful wife took a job of grubbing for their first acquaintance, Mr. Beach, 
starting from home before day, walking three miles and returning uffer dark 
when the day's work was doue. At another time Mr. Plammer spent the 
winter making rails on the shares. His work lay on the opposite side of the 
river and he would walk to the stream, pull off his boots, wade across through 
the mush ice often floating down, work all day and return in the evening 
the same way. When (he consolidation oecurred which started Chanute, Mr. 
Plummer secured employment in town as a stationary engineer and for some 
nine years or more was so occupied while his wife managed affairs on the farm 
and herded the cattle on the prairie. In the early seventies the east eighty of 
their farm was exchanged for $500) in money, some stock and implements 
necessary to culfivate the remainder of their farm, this being the first slock of 
any description which came into their possession alter the date of their settle- 
ment in the county. Since 188 Mr. Plummer has been occupied more or less 
with the affairs of hie farm, Forty acres of that which he deeded from the 
yovernment is all that remains im his possession, the remuinder haying heen 
sold off and become additions or small tracts adjoining the spreading cor- 
poration of Chanute. August 15, 1900, Mr. Plummer became the rural mail 
varrier on Chanute route number one, and not a day has elapsed since its 
inauguration that he has not r@ported and gone on duty, 

The subject of thie review came to Kansas from Whitley county, Indiana, 
to which his father teok fis family from Preble county, Ohio, in the samuner 
of 1835, and where he reared lis family and died in 1889 at the age of eighty- 
four years. The latter was William Plummer and he was born in Rutherford 
county, North Carolina. THe acvompanied his father, Joseph Plummer, into 
Randolph coanty, Tennessee. when a youth, was reared there and afterward 
emigrated to Preble emunty, Ohio. He served three years as a yolunteer in the 
civil war, buing a member of the Fifth Indians Battery, and was twice woun- 
ed. In his western wanderings the grandfather, Joseph Plominer, settled in 
Franklin eounty, Missourt, where he died. He wae a Highland Scotchman, 
and reared four sons, viz., Jerre, John, William and Samuel The old patri- 
arch was with General Jackson at the battle of New Orleans ond as a civilian 
followed the vocation of a farmer. 
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William Plummer married Sarah Crowell, a daughter of Michael Crowei), 
of German blood, who served im old Port McHenry in the war of 1812. The 
following ehiktren of William and Sarah Plummer grew to maturity, vie. 
Michael, who died in Whitley county, Lodiann, of wounds received in the ser- 
vice during (he rebellion; Josuph .. oar eabject: Hannah; dueob, of Whilley 
county, Indiana, who served two years as a member of Company B, Seventy 
fourth Indiana, during the civil war; Jane, who married Mitchel Polson arid 
roside# in the same county, and David L., also of the old home county. 

Joseph H, Plummer grew np in the country and aequired only such mental 
training fs the country schools of his time and place provided. One thing 
he learned, and that was how to do lots of hard work. That came natural to 
him and he liked it for it is one of the family traits, As the events trans- 
pired Whieh brought on the civil war he analyzed the situation and when the 
outbreak occurred he was ready to offer his services to the Union, On the 21+¢ 
of April, 1861, he enlisted as a private in Company BE, Seventeenth Tndiansa 
Infantry, under Colonel, afterward, General Wilder. Lis regiment became a 
part of the Army of the Cumberland in time and remained with the Fourteenth 
vorpe from the fall of 1861 till the end of the war. Jannary 4, 1864, Mr. 
Plumer yeleranized at Pulaski, Vennessee, and was stationed af Chattanoogs 
with the Firet United States Veteran Enginoers when the war closed, Ho wae 
in two hundred different cneagement: and participated in thirty-seven of the 
real battles of the war. In February, 1865, he was detailed a scout and served 
as such till the 2nd of Au@ust, 1804. and was eleeted and had been recormmenc- 
ad for a lieutenuncy but before he-could be commissioned the surrender uf 
Lee closed the war. Ue haz the distinetion of having served longer in the 
Union army during the rebellion than any other salilier enlisted from Whitley 
county, aml was in the service four years, five months and five days. 

The first three years iter his return civil pursuits Mr. Plummer 
gassed asa farmer where he was reared, He decided then to help settle Kans 
and with his wife came by rail and stage to their objective point, Neosho 
wounty, We was marned November 15, 1866, to Martha A. Spangler, a 
daughter of Aumuel Spangler, one of the early settlers of Whitley county, 
Indiuna. The latter was born tn Ohio where he married Elizabeth Snyder. 
From Lidianea they caine to Douglas county, Kansas, in 1870, but he died in 
Perry, Joifereon county, this stale. Their children are Henry, of Lecomptou, 
Kansas: Mrs, Plununer; Jacob; Joseph W., of Pomona, Kansas; Phebe, wife 
of Richard Pullerton, of Tecumseh, Oklahomu: Benjamin, of San Bernardiny. 
Californins wand Mary, wile of H. D, Larimer, of Perry, Kansas, 

My. and Mrs. Plimmer had but one child, a son who died in inflancy in 
L567. 

The Plummers were originally inclined toward Democracy in politics. Our 
subject cast his first presidential vole for Stephun A. Donglas but the issues of 
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the war made a Republican of him and when he saw an opportunity tu vole 
for Lincoln in 1864, while in the field, he did so in the name of “John Smith” 
of the Kighteenth Ohio, which regiment was stationed near his own. the 
Indiana soldiers not being allowed by stute law to vote while in the field. 

Mr. Plumer has served lwo terms us a member of the Republican cen- 
tral oonmnittes of Tiaga township, two terme ag constable and two terms az 
road overseer; was oue of the origina! stovk-holders of the first National hank 
of Chanute, and belongs to the G. A. R. and the A, A, T. A. 


lL. B. RELVER-—The subject of this sketch, a representative business man 
of Clatute and respected cihxen of Neosho county, while nut an old settler of 
that locality, is nevertheless an old Kansan, having lived in the state ever sinee 
it has been a state, in the institutions of whieh he received his education, wilh 
the interests of whieh his own have been identified and of whose history his 
own is &omodest bit none the lese essential part. 

Samuel Weifer, father of our subject, settled in Johnson county in 185%, 
and later in Douglas county, Kansas, near Baldwin, in 1860, moving from 
Belmont county, Olio, where he had boon a resident many years, He wae = 
native, however, of Pennsylvania, a son of Tlenry and Elizabeth Keifer, also 
natives of Pounsylvania in which state the family settled in Colonial day+ 
Samuel Keifer went inte Ohie when a voung man, locating in Belmont county, 
Where. i 1887 he married Lucinda Dallas, a daughter of Robert Dallas, by 
birth a Virginian, In Olio all their children were born and in L859 Myr. and 
Mrs, Keifer brought them oul to the frontier in Kansas, Mr. Weiler’s lif 
was uneventfol saye for the good that he did and the example he set as an 
earnest Christian man. Ht wis a Republican of the vriginal schoul but with- 
out political aspirations or ambition, He died in 1879 at the age of seventy, 
while his widow survives ut the age of cighty-three years. ‘Their children were, 
Cornelius W., of Leavenworth, Kansas: Asbury D., who died al Independence, 
Kansas, in 1887; Lizzie, of Chanute; Wilbur F., of Hydro, Oklahoma; layman 
Beecher, our aubjeet; and Allie C., widow of F. B. Reed. 

L. B. Keifer was boru in Belmont county, Ohin, November 4, 1854, and 
was educated in the public schools of Kansas, and in Baker University. whure 
he lacked only # few studies of completing & course to graduation, At the 
uge of eighteen he was called from college to engage in business m Baldwin a- 
amerchant. ‘The store was owned by his father but who from severe and contin- 
uéd illness transferred the responsibility of its conduct to the son. He severed 
his connection with Baldwin in 1889 and came te Chanute where he opened a 
store, which has expanded into the present lucrative business. 

While his interest is contered in his store, Mr. Keifer hua not been unimine- 
ful of matters connected with the development and progress of his town. Tis 
money and influence were spent in promoting the brick industry of Chauints 
and the same is true of other enterprises looking to the material and moral ai- 
vancement of the community. He has manifested a good citizen’s interest in 
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politics and is regarded us a safe counsellor on matters of party poliey. He ts 
4 ee who believes in honest polities us well az honest business and his 
popularity was tested when he was nominated to lead a rather forlorn hope for 
representative to the legislature in 1898 and was elected, overcoming 4 majority 
of inore than 610. In the lower house he was a member of the committee on 
ways and weans, ane other minor committees and served lis constituency wilt) 
dignity and eredit, 

Anguet 25, 1886, Mr, Weifer was anited in marriage with Miss Joseiv 
Fremont Breyfogle, a daughter of L. W. Breyfogle, of Johnson county, Kan- 
sia. Mr Breyfogle came to Kansas from Deleware county, Ohio, where, on 
the 13th of May, 1862, Mrs, Keifer was born. The result of this marriage is 
three children, yiz, Jean E, Grave and Lyimian Beecher, Jr. 

Mr. Keifer las been identified with the Chanute Commercial Club and 
Board of Trade since its existence and he is now its presiding officer. He is 
ome of the active members of the Methodist Episeopal charech; is president of 
its board of trustees, and has grven liberally of his time and means to promote 
the welfare of the denomination in his city. 


SAMUEL STANFIELD—Well known amony the residents of Neosho 
conmty as one of its successful and pioneer teachers and now prominently 
identified with the small frnit culture of Tioga township is Samnel Stanfield, 
of this review. Ife came to the county in 1871 when everything was will 
and open and free, ao to speak, and has witnessed the thirty od years of won- 
derful development which has pecurred and has, himself, taken a modest hand 
int the work of domestic improvement. 

Mr, Stanfield is a native of Indiana. He was horn in: Wells county, of 
Ohie purents, whose removal to their native county of Green occurred soon 
after cir son's birth and thore he was brought up. August 14, 154, was bis 
tratal cliy and year aml he is the third of eleven children of William and 
lwilia (Evans) Stanfield. Having acquired a taste for knowledge im the 
country schools our subject became a student in the famous Holbrook Norm! 
school at Lebanon, Ohio, and spent the years 1867-8 there, completing the 
teachers’ course, and in L870 completed an independent course in the same 
imeatitation. Well equipped for the work he taught in the public schools of 
Green county for three terms. He then came to Kansas and identified himeelf 
wilh the same work in Neosho county, where, for seventeen years, he we 
aniguy the leading and successful charuelers in this professional field. He 
(lizplayed his efficiency not only in the school room, but in the teachers’ mect- 
ings and associations where he took an active part and where the results of 
ite experience were received with much interest and satisfaction 

Whie engaged in teaching Mr. Stanfield also engaged in farming and + 
this occupation he retired, wholly, m 1890, and las since devoted himself to the 
cultivation and improvement of his farm, ‘The raising of small fruit engage | 
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his interest at this time and in the Neosho Valley Froit Growers’ Association 
he is an entertaining and instructive member. 

tn Mny, 1864, when the civil war wae at its height, Mr. Stanfield and 
his lather enlisted in Company G, One Hundred and Filty-foarth Ohio In- 
fantry and took part in some of the important service of the last yeare of the 
rebellion, The chief engayemonts in which he participated were New Crock 
and Greenland Gap Ttoad, and when the war closed le returned to the work 
of farming. 

December 24, 1874, our auhjeot married Mary J. Cole, a daughter of J. 
W. and Naney (Day} Cole, whe came to Neosho county in 1868. Mrs. Stan- 
field was born in Switzerland county, Indiana, Marali 17, 1856, and ts the 
mother of four children, namely, Mabel, wife of Alonzo Braden, of Neaslo 
county; William Wesley, whose cdueation terminated with a ecouree tn the 
State Agricultural College at Manhattan; and Lucian It. and Nannie. 

Soon after his arrival in Neosho county, Mr. Stanfield wae appointed 
county surveyor to fill the wnexpired term of John Guss. This poattion he 
filled with such satisfaction os to encourage his election to the office twice, being 
an incumbent thereof some five years. At this date and for some years after: 
ward he was a Republican, but new his political home is with the Socialiet 
party of whose principles he is an ardent ehampion, 


JOHN KIRKVUATRICK—In this brief record is presented the salient 
events of an exciting and adventurous life. It is the life of an ambitions youth, 
self-cast upon his own resourees at a tender age and forced to touch elhows 
with experience when he should have heen eatering the freshman class ™ 
some boys’ college, But “what is to be will be” was as true last contury a= 
it is today, and if John Kirkpatrick did not grow wp as the average boy dows 
it was because his inclinations led him in a more original and exciting course. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick was born in the Provinee of New Brunswick, March 
40, 1843, and was the fifth in a family of eleven childyen of Robert and Mary 
Kirkpatrick, people of English birth. Robert Kirkpatrick was a gentleman 
of Jearning—a lawyer—and desired, among other things, that los son, Jolu, 
vhoald have the best educational advantages. Ile placed the latter In schwo!, 
but to little porpose, for he soon tired of the monotony of the school room and, 
at the age of fourteen, shipped lo Liverpool, Muglund, there lo live with an 
uncle. The nmnele had the same designs on the youth’s mentality that the 
futher had and he was again placed in school, Again he soon tired and this 
time he “ran away” and apprenticed himself to a sailing-master of the English 
navy in which employment he was just prior to the oulbreak of the civil war 
in the United States. While his vessel was al Hampton Roads protectin, 
British interests our subject slipped away from it and over to the United 
States recruiting office where he enlisted in the Twentieth United States 
regulars. An officer from the vessel learned of his intentions and hurried 
around to intereept his move but the enlistment papers had been made out and 
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Jolin had signed the rolls and was under the protection of “Uncle Sam.” 
This important event in his career happened in 1860 and the next spring the 
whole conmtry was in an uproar over the approuching rebellion, Mi Kirk 
pattick’s regiment went into active service the first year of the war and ecan- 
tinued it till the close of the struggle in July, 1865, He was discharged from 
the army at Port Leavenworth in 1865 and at once secured employment driving 
i hack in the city, Some time later he got into railroad work on the Santa Fe 
roid. He worked in the track department for many years and became wn 
expert track-layer for which he received fancy wages, The construction con- 
pleted he got inte the operating department of the road as a brakman and 
Wis eo employed for several years, In this work he covered many of the 
muddle western states and gained a knowledwe of the geography of our country 
by actual contact with it, fn 1888 he came to Neusho vounty and purehased 
4 small tract of ground at Austin, a little station on the line of ihe Missouri, 
Kansas and Texae railroad, where he located and las since inade his home, 
In 1900 he purchased the remainder of the quarter section and on it in 10028 a 
fine flow of natural gas was struck by drillers searching for oil. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick's life in Neosho county has been that of a farmer. Ile 
has had suecess, as suceess of farming povs—slow and sometimes sure, ‘The 
excitement of youth all wore away while in the army and in his varied es- 
perience since, and if is not surprising thit now. that he has reached almost 
iis sixticth milestone, that the serious sidu of life should. predominate andl 
thit a reign of quict should prevail. While a soldier few men saw as severe 
service as he, for he was in nearly all the great campaigns and heavy engaye- 
ments, chief of which were Second Bull Run, Seven Pinos, where he was first 
wounded, and seven days battle in the Wilderness, Gettysburg came next, and 
s0 on through the war. Pie first wound wae eaused by the falling of u limb 
ent off by cannon hall and the second wound was the breaking of the 
bridge of his pose by—he knew not what. 

Mr, Kirkpatrick was married February 23, 1879, his wife being Amanda 
E. Ellis, a daughter of David and Lucy (Storm) Ellis. Mre. Kirkpatrick was 
horn in Ripley county, Indiana, June 26, 184%. 


NIKOLAUS LEY—In this article is portrayed the reeulte of a life of 
uneriry and determination on the part of a German boy who was orphaned ‘4 
youth in a foreign land, who sold a year’s service for his passage to the United 
Stites, mek every obligation of lis minority, surmounted the difficulties and 
obsticles of middle life and has achieved an enviable financial and social 
i ape in Neosho county toward the evening of life, The record of Nikolaus 

uey is one to be preserved and his achievements perpetuated for the emulation 
of our posterity. His life has had. in if the elements which drive one to 
financial independenoe. A degree of thrift is characteristic of the foreigner, 
for the sume induetry practiced in the countries of Europe to maintaim an 
existence will, when applied to the United States, gather wealth rapidly and 
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pat one on the high road to aflluenee. Tn onr land of free imetititions and 
blessed opportunities few foreigners know failure. Im proportion te their 
numbers they own the wealth of the nation und in proportion to thet ad- 
vantages they achieve the Tang of honor and distinction. 

On the Lith of November, 1846, the town of Hintersteinan, Germany, pro- 
duced an infant, Nikolaus Loy. His parents were Andreas and Gertrude 
(Looe) Ley and Nikolaus was the first of three children born to them. He 
was kept in echool from the day of his eligibility to the death of his father and 
méther, anid graduated at fourteen years old when he was at the head of his 
(lass. For the first four years he did farm work for wages with little results 
beyond the earning of sufficient to clothe and sustain himself. He opened 
np a eorrespondence with «a maternal unele in Pennsylvanu 
looking to a favorable opportunity to reach the United 
States, The uncle offered to advance the paseage moncy 
to bring his nephew to America if the latter would repay him in work, The 
offered money was aceepled, the boy landed in New York April 9, 1866, and dis- 
charged his debt to his relative with a whole year’s work. With this obligation 
cleared he was free to do his will and he went to work in a glass factory in 
Pittsbury, Pennevivania. He remained » year und then went to St. Clair 
county, Illinois, where he spent two years in mining coal in winter and working 
oa farin i summer and then farmed three years for himself, In the spring 
of 1874 hit next move wae made and he came to Neosho county, Kansas, ans 
began a career which has ended in wealth and honor. From the modest small 
furmer he rose by degrees to the stution of proprietor of a good estate, well 
stocked, and his lands and his stuck are not all of his achievements. Four 
hundred and forty acres of furtile soil constitute his farm and describe a part 
of his aecumulations. he others are in the improvements, appurtenances and 
hereditaments of the farm. 

Mareh 6, 1871, Mr. Ley married in St. Clair eounty, Illinois, Mary 
Weber, o daughter of John and Henrietta (Stritsinger) Weber, born in Hesse 
Darmstadt, German Wmpire, February #6, 1860, The four children of Mr, and 
Mrs. Ley are Mary, a teacher in the public schools of Neosho county, and 
John W., William F. and Walter A., who ure valuable aide fo the family 
home. 

Thus briefly is told the story of poverty, industry and material prosper- 
ity. To posterity let the exumple of industry be a valuable lesson and it will, 
when coupled with a wise economy, bring always, thy saine result. 


RUDOLPH UMBARGER—The late subject of this memoir was one of 
the first settlers of the prairies of Neosho county, coming to Cunville townehip 
and taking a claim in the spring of 1871, and ever afterward making it his 
home. He was one of the thrifty and independent farmers of his locality and 
cate among the settlers of the county to do aa well us to be and met every re- 
quirement of good citizenship. 


HISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS, 247 


Rudolph Umbarger was born in Bureau county, Illinois, on the ath of 
March, 1846. His parents were Joseph and Hlizabeth (Bear) Umbarger and 
he was the seventh of ten ehildren in their family. Rudolph left home as a 
young man to bewin life. He hired to @ farmer in Putnam county, Ulinsis, 
and remaine! with him till his own enlistment in the army during the progiese 
of the civil war. His was | Company, and his regiment was the One Hondred 
and Forty-sixth IMinois Volunteer Infantry, His captain was George W, 
Baker, and our subject served till the close of hostilities and was discharged 
from the service July 8, 1865. At the end of the war he engaged in farming 
on his own aceoont and eontinued it in Putnam county, Illinois, till his 
departure for Kansas. 

In lis Career in Kansas Mr, Umbaryver was a tireless worker and an 
honest and upright man. Industry was his chief characteristic and he prosper- 
el as a reward of his efforts. He came to Kansas without riches and he left 
the world with a well-improved, well-stocked and fertile four hundred acre farm 
a5 lis accumulations. This he left to his family we well as the rich inheritance 
of a good maine, 

Fobruary 18, 1869, Mr. Umbarger married Carrie BK, Clemens, She was 
a daughter of John C. and Salome (Shultz) Clemens and she and her 
husband were the parents of ten children, viz., Charles B., Minnie A,, Jessie M.. 
Nollie G., Lottie V., Guy V., Winnie G,, Harry L. aud Carrie, twins; and 
Bertie i. Mrs. Usnbarger comes from a family of four children and she 
was born in Lebanon, Penneylvania, Joly 23, 1840. Wer father warked at his 
trade of milling in Pennsylvania, Virginin, Tinois and Indiana, and died in 
Rey county, Missouri in 1S. 


PETER L, SCHAAL—One of the recent settlers of Neosho county who 
has identified himself with agriculture in Tioga township, is Peter L. Schaal of 
this mention, Tle was born in Will county, Illinois, February 16, 1866, is Ger- 
ian stock and is a son of Christian and Elizabeth (Lantz) Schaal, the fathor 
Wurtemberger-born and the mother of the Germans of Pennsylvania. Tho 
parents had a furmily of twelve children of whom Peter L. was the eighth. 
Emigrating to the United States the father soom settled in Will county, Ili- 
nois, where he resided and was engaged in farming till 1885 when he came 
west with his family and settled in Dickinsun connty, Kansas. At this location 
he remained until 1897 when he disposed of his interests and became a settler 
of Wilson county and, in two years more changed his residence to Hrie town- 
chip. Neosho county. 

Peter L. Schaal was a member of his father’s family (ill the latter loft 
Dickinson county, Kansas, when he set up housekeeping on his own aceowny. 
He was married November 16, 1893, and in 1898 came to Neosho county anid 
purchased a tract of unimproved land in Tioga township—without tree or 
building. Jn the four years of his ownership and occupancy of the farm tt 
has been broken out, fenced, watered with wells and substantial buildings have 
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been eructed on it until the whole is in happy contrast to many of the older 
places surrounding it. 

Mr. Schaal married Kate Bricker, a daughter of Susan (Line) and Samuel 
Brieker. She was born June 22, 1870, in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, 
inoved Lo Diskinson county with her parents in 1880 and lived there until she 
moved with her hushand to Neosho county in 1898, Jesse R, is the issue of this 
tuirriage and he was born January 3, 1896, 


GRORGE SELLMANSPARGER-—A well mown farmer and Germat- 
American settler of Neosho county is the subject of this brief notice, Le has 
resided in the county for the pust twenty-two years and has been a Katisas 
ore 1860 when he accompinied his parents to Labette county where they stil 
reside, 

Mr. Sellmansparger was born in Gerininy, January 31, 1849, and iz a son 
of George and Traey (Holtahyer) Sellmmansparger. ‘The latter wure the parents 
of cight sone and three danyghters and our subject is the third birth, He came 
lo the United States with his parents in 1866 and settled in Hastings, Minne- 
sota. But they removed to Lewis eounty, that state, in a short time and there 
resided till 1869 when the settlement in Labetie county, Kansas, took plac. 
The father is, by trade, a brass moulder, but he settled u claim in Kansas and 
has improved and enltivated it since. 

The edueation of our subject is linuited, for those advantages were poor 
when he was eligible to public school attendance. However, by observation and 
the training of experience he hes become us capable and competent as the 
exactions of his calling demand and his shrewdness and keen foresiyht are 
clearly revoenized, Te began life for himself in Labette county some ten 
years before he bewane identifled with Nosho and here le owns # quarter 
section of land not far from Burlton 

George Sellmunsparger and Magvie Rett were married in Labette county, 
Kaneaas, in the month of Auguet. 1871. She was a daughter of Matthew Rett, 
ove of the foremost farmers of his county and the father of six children. Mrs 
Sellmansparger was born in Noyerber in the year 1851, and is the mother of 
the following children, to-wit. ‘Tracy, wife of John Greve, « Neosho county 
former; George, who is on the parental homestead; Annie, wife of Benjanvin 
Greve, a fireman on the Santa Fe road; and John, Edith, Frank, Michael, May- 
gic and Leo, yet at home and valuable aids to paternal prosperity. 


THOMAS 0. BARKER—Harly in 1880 there settled in Neosho county 
Thomas ©, Barker who has become well known im Lincoln township, where 
he resides, as a suceessful farmer und a thorough-going representative citizen. 
He came from the historic county of Spencer, Ind,, sacred with the memory 
of Abrahwin Lineoln and the boyhood home of the Great Emancipator and 
lamented president. Born in this county June 17, 1835, Mr. Barker was.a son 
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of William and Sarah (Crawford) Barker in whose family there were ten 
children. The father was a native of Kentucky and the mother of the same 
state, and they aetteld in Southern Indiana and there died. They were molest 
farmers anid our subject learned the lessons of industry and the principles of 
farming as (lone in that wooded country under their direction. The education 
he obtained was such as was provided by the rural district and when, of 
twenty-two, be was married he can be said to laye begun life. When tho 
rebellion came on he endeavored to enlist bit was rejected on physical grounds 
and the only military service he could render was in the Indiana ome Guard. 
He remained in Spencer county, Indiana, till the floodtide of immigration to 
the west was well on when he sold hie farm and other property and brought 
all with him to Nansas, He chose Neosho county as his future locality and on 
voting here purchased @ fame im Lincoln township, and owning now 160 
acres on the Neosho and Lahetle county line, 

On the 8th of October, 1857, Mr. Barker wus united m niarriage with 
Jilia A. Lloyd. whose parents were Reaben wid Nancy (Brazier) Lloyd. Ten 
children eompose the family of Ma, and Mrs. Barker, seven of whom survive, 
as follows. Naney ol. wile of W. CL Weaver, a carpenter, of Parsons, Kansas; 
Mathivu A. who married P. 5. White, » lomberman. of Parsons: Reuben L.. of 
Grand Summit, Kunsas; Anise B.. wife of Horace Merrill, of Webb City. Mir. 
sourt; Willitin K.. a Labettu connty farmer, Grace B., now Mrs, Warner 
Ropebbach, of Parsons, and Clyde d.. a grndaate of the Parsons high sehool and 
student of the Ottawa university. Mes .Barker was born m Clermont courrty, 
Ohio, May 28, 1856, and was the youngeer of aix children, In 1848 her parents 
moved their residente to Speneer county, Indiana, where she grew up and wae 
married. Ter father died during the civil war and was a prominent. and well 
known farmer of Apencer county. 

to the improvement of toe farm Mr. Barker's mechomieal penins has stoad 
him in good turn. Tle handles tools with muel dexterity and whether with the 
saw und plane or with the trowel he makes a reliable hand and has done muea 
of his work honself. Asa farmer und stock raiser he is markedly seecessful and 
hes achieved a position which ranke hin among the well-to-do men of his 
fawtelip. 


WELLIAM Il, EDWARDS—tIn Tebruary, 1871, there settled in Neosho 
county a gentleman who was actively \dentitied with the agricultural mterests 
of Canville township for a quarter of a century, both as an original settler and 
is a Progressive farmer, but who, for the past six months has been a retired 
resident of Chunute. We refer in this connection to William H. Edwards of 
this review. He boyan life, in its terol sense, on the (ith day of November, 
1824, in Stewart county, Tennessee. His father, Jesse Miwards, wae horn ite 
North Carolinn August 25, 1804, and in 1805 bis parents settled in, Middle 
Tennessee where Jesse ovew up, Was ¢dycated and marrivd. He was of 4 
ehudious turn and equipped himeelf with an education far beyond the possihil- 
ity of the avernge youth of the tme fo attain. He was hrought to a strict 
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observunce of the proprieties of Christian ordnances and when he reached ma- 
fure years he ehose the miniatry for his life work and was ordained by the 
Charlotte Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, He began his 
rehyrioue work in Tennessee and continued it there for a time but finally moved 
to Hickman county, Kentucky, where he died September 24, 1851. Although 
cut down apparently in the vigor of life, his gospel work had been enthusiastio 
and effective and the world abowt him was mado better by the labors he per- 
formed. Hoe married Louisa L. Brigham, a daughter of a prominent Ton- 
nessce farmer, and she died July 26th of the same year of her husband’s death. 

William H. Exdwards was the oldest of cleyen children and was twenty 
years of age when his parents weut into Rentucky. He was trained to the work 
of the farm, although he jas possessed of a desire to study medicine in early 
life, and he resided in the slate of his adoption till 1871 when he brought his 
family to Kangas, Be setiled a elaim in Neosho county, patented it, im- 
proved it and farmed it for more than thirty-one years, and is yet its thrifty 
owner, A prosperous cureer on the farm and the encroachments of age com- 
bined to persuade him to leave the farm and take up his residenee in Chanute 
and for some veare the light exercises of the warden and the lawn have been 
his portion. 

October 3, 1854, Mr. Edwarde married Antoinette A. Alexander, a sistor 
of the Jate Janine H. Alesander, whose fe work and family record oveurs on 
another page of this volame. Nine children have been the issne of this mar- 
riage. viz., Lunu A.; Sallie, wife of S.J. Paul, a merchant of Emporia, Kansas; 
Endora, wife of John R. Francis, of Akron, Ohio: Dr, Robert §., of Foss, Ok- 
lahoma; Dr. J. B., of Maize, Kansas, a gradnate of the Lonisville Medical Col- 
lege; Dr, Mamie J., a graduate, who married Dr. Barl D. Tanquary, of Tde- 
pendence, Kansas. Three children have died, viz., Mande, at six years of agu; 
Flavius, four years, and Walter L., nine years of age. 

Mr. Edwards has heen a lifelong Cliristian and since boyhood a member 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian charch. Had not the andden taking away of 
his parents changed his plans his life would have been spent in the practice 
of medicine instead of on the farm, He was preparing to enter on a course of 
training for the work but this sad family affliction frustrated hig plans and his 
life conunued as in the days of his youth. 


CHARLES BE. ALEXANDER—One of the well known early settlers of 
Canville township, Neosho county, in Charles RK. Alexander, of Harlton, He 
settled im this loeslity in He spring of 1870, entered a claim and has been 
identified with the county since. He endured the privations of the lean years 
of the early seventies, suffered, with the rest, the inconveniences of the 
frontier settler, and passe dawn into the substantial and encouraging condi- 
tions of the later daye with energy stimulated and appetite sharpened by the 
eril, of experience, 
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Mr. Alexander comes from the stale of Pennsylvania, where, in Warren 
county, he was born April 2, 1856. He was a son of James L. and Lonisiana 
(Willard) Alexander, who came into Pennsylvania from the state of Conneebi- 
cut and located at Wrightsville in the fore part of the Nineteenth century. 
They had a family of five children of whom Charles B. was the youngest and, 
as the father Was a mechinic-a. shounmker—it was deemed important by the 
parents that our subject shonld also have a trade, He was pat to the cooper's 
trade al a youthful age, which trade was iinportant und profitable, being, as he 
was, in close proximity to the oil held where the demand for barrels wea even 
préeater than the supply. His trade wae finished and he was drawing three 
dollars per day at it when the civil war came on and the president issued his call 
for troops. He offered his serviews to the government but, om examination, ha 
wae found 10 be pluvsically wneound, and waa, for the time, rejected. Te cort- 
tinued at his trade till some tine in 1864 when he again offered to enlist and 
was accepted without melical examination. It was m the month of March 
that hw joined Company I, Pourteenth Penneylvania cavalry and was in, during 
the year and a half he was out, forty-five engagements and skirmishes, his 
company being the severest loser in the list of regimental casualties. Toward 
the autiwnn of R05 the regiment wae ordered to Fort Leavenworth and the 
supporition among the men was that a campaign against the Indians. was in 
store for them, which was true, if the original plan had been earried out, but the 
officers af the regiment wielded an influence with the authorities which caused 
the discharge of the regiment at Fort Leavenworth in September of that year. 

Returning fron the war Mr Alexander returned te his trade in Warren 
comnty, Pennsylvania, which be followed till the introduction of iron tanks and 
the pipe line and the consequent deeline in the demand for barrels when ne 
ihandoned bis trade and caine to Kansas to do a modest share of the work of 
development in the state. 

In the month of Deeember, 1854, Mr, Alevander married Elizabeth Betta, 
a daughter of Christian Bells. Klivabeth Alexander died May 1, 1890, and Mr. 
Alexander wae agein married in the Srd day of December, 1897, to Mrs. M. 4. 
Kritzer. ‘The present Mrs, Alexander was born on the $th day of August, 1534, 
and is the mother of onv ehild, Nima, wife of Silas Hummer, a Neosho county 
farmer. 


WILLIAM BAL NDERS—One of the nore recent settlers and suceessful 
farmers of Neosho county is William Sauulera, of Canville township. He was 
born in Lanecastershire, England, on the 21st of April, 1852, At twenty-two 
years of age he came to the United States and located at Evansville, Indiana, 
where he took aut papers of naturalization. He was w machinist and steam en- 
gineer by trade aud be soon found employment in the shops of the Evansville % 
Terre Haute railway company and remained with them til] the outbreak of the 
war of the rebellion, Tn 1800 he jomed the Second Indiana Volunteer Artillery 
and served throughout the war. Returning to civil life he became an enginwr 
on the Indianapolis, Terre Hante & Kvanaville railroad and wis with the road 
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twenty-five years. and on quitting it soon became superintendent of the Evans- 
ville water works. He was a@ vitigen of the city of Evansville until 1890 and 
while there served on her commen council, From 1890 to 1896 he was engaged 
in farming in Texas, being lueated in MeLennat county in that state, Tn 1894 
he came to Kansas and purchased a farin in Neosho county where he has since 
mite his haymne. 

November 17, 1864, Mr, Saunders was united in marriage in Terre Haule, 
Indiana, with Sarah C, Richardson who has borne him a daughter, Mary A,, 
Wwite of ILenry Tottersman, of \readia, NWansas. 

The life of Mr, Saunders lws been neefnul, honorable and well spent. 
Whatever he has undertaken in life he has pursued diligently and to a purpose. 
In learning his trade he became competent wnd efficient almost to perfection and 
he was easily the best mechanic in the shops where he worked in this country. 
When he entered the army his aim was ta serve his country faithfully wml 
loyally and he remained as long as a defender of the flag was needed, When he 
took hold of the throttle after the war, his reputation for sobricty and attention 
to duty won him the confidence not only of the employes and officials of Lhe 
road, but of the traveling public and it waz commonly said that “with Saunders 
in the cah a safe trip was assured.” He was thrifty ve life ao that when 


the infirmities of age crept ever him it found him financially prepared to merct 
lis dermal. 


FREDERICK W, JONES, M. D—The enbjoot of this review ic one of the 
young merical practitioners af Neosho county and is a son of Dr. John RB. 
Jones, & rural practitioner of Tioga township, Neosho county, where he has 
hoen loonted since the year 1876, The history of Dr. Jones, Sr., and that ef 
the family forms a part of the personal history meorporated in this valume and 
need not be repeated in this article. Fred W. Jones is the fifth ehild of his 
parents and was born in Perry county, Tlinois, May 12, 1871. He was tive 
years old when his parents came to Neosho county and bis youth and early 
manhood were passed on the head waters of Village Creek northwest of Channte. 
He secured a liberal edacation in the country schools and, in preparation for 
his profession, he entered Barnes’ Medical Institute at St. Louis, Missouri, 
where he graduated in 1898. He lovated for practice at once at Karlton where 
he enjoys the professional confidence and personal esteem of a wide patronage. 

July 10, 1901, Dr. Jones married Fannie Wyman, born in Graves county, 
Kentucky, July 15, 1873. and a daughter of Charles A. and Rebecca (Pulgham) 
Wyman, who came to Kansas in 1879. and are mentioned at some length on 
another page of this volume. 


CHARLES WADE PAYNE—One of the progressive and suecessfnl edu- 
vators of Neosho county and also a young farmer of the county is. Charles Wade 
Payne of this record, Not only is hu interested in the education and the agri- 
culture, but in the political affairs of his county, and in Republican circles his 
voice and influence are of much service to the local organization in Canville, 


ILISTORY OF NYOSUO COUNTY, KANSAS, 253 


Chir sulject springs from the prairie conmmonwealth of Tinvis, in Craw- 
ford county of which state ho was born on the Sth of February, 1870, Tis 
parents were John HK. and Orpha L. ( Bority) Payne who reared fonr children, 
Charles Wade being the third. When he was seven years old Charles’ mother 
(ed and, two years later—187%—the father brought the family to Kansas and 
made settlement in Neosho county, His home was established in Canville 
township and here min subject passed his childhood and youth, an earnest 
atten lant upon the public schools and a valuable adjunet to the father’s farm. 
He was possesed of a vigorons and nective mind and took rank early ue a student, 
Af. the age of sevenieen he had earned a teacher's certitieate and the next 
years he taugheé his first dietrict school. By elose application he helped himself 
toa first grade certificate at the age of twenty-two and he has maintained him- 
elf al (iis suggestively high etandard of excellence siuee. He is » young man 
of culture, of broad information and of much professional exevllence and i 
deserving of the pablic confidence which he enjoys. When not actively engaged 
in school work his time is spent on his farm in Canville where rest and recup- 
eration are firned into profitable exercise with good results both bo himeelf and 
to the farm, 

Mareh 1, 1895, Mr. Payne married Myra B. Ticknor, a daughter of B. R. 
and Lovina (Baring) Ticknor, Mrs. Payne ig a twin and is one of seven 
ehildren, and wus born August 30, 1870, in Nodaway county, Missouri. Her 
parents came to Neosho county, Kansas, in 187%, and Mr. Ticknor is a. woll 
known farmer here. Three children have been bern to Mr. and Mrs. Payne, 
viz., Walter E., Florence L. and Jo W. 


— GRORGE W. DITMARS—The days of pioneering in Neosho county have 
lone singe closed and the records of persons and events connected with that 
listeria period are now being made up and will become the source of all infor- 
mation pertaining to original things and happenings in this section of the 
Neosho Valley, Connected with the pioneer actors in the eettlement of 
Nensho county was the Ditmars family of whom George W. Ditmars, our 
subject, is a worthy representative. Some years before the county became & 
earporate existence he settled on the land where he has since made a rich and 
attractive farm and, when it was thrown open to settlement, he made the entry 
and became the patentee. 

The Ditmars were eastern folk, in origin, the state of New York being the 
seenu of their ancestral activities. George W. Ditmars was born in Tioga 
county, February 22, 1852, and was a son of John and Sarah (Fairbanks) Dit- 
inars and is the oldest of a family of three sons. The parents left New Yors 
stale when our subject was a child and settled in Ionia county, Michigan, whore 
they resided till their settlement on the frontier m Neozho county in 1659, 

George W. Ditmars was reared, educated and married in Ioma county, 
Michigan. le drove through to Kansas with his small family and few 
effects and began life here under as many dizcouragements and inconvenieneos 


a4 INISTORY OF NEOSILO COUNTY, KANSAS. 


ae were the lot of any pioneer. Among the first eventa which he encountered, 
in which he felt bound to participate, was the civil war, He took his wife aud 
children to a safe place at Tola and there left (hem till his service in the army 
should expire. He joined the Niuth Kansas, Company D, and did his duty 
as a soldier, fighting the force of Price and VanDorn with his command and 
passlog through three yours of rough-and-tumble, give-and-take service without 
other casually to himself than a rupture made by the pourmel of his saddle, 
und from this injury he has never fully recovered. The Ninth Kansas was a 
regiment of troops that made itself known and felt by the rebel forces of the 
west and its charges und asaindis were to them about as flerce and terrifle and 
disastrons ay a spring hurrioone to a garden plant. They were always in the 
way and became shout as odious te Confederates in the west as Kilpatrick’. 
eavalry dil in the east. Mr. Ditmurs received his discharge after having served 
three yours and three months and at oneo renewed his acquaintance with his 
nevlected and abandened farm. 

The initial improvements on Mr, Ditmars’ farm was a pole shanty whien 
housed his family until visited by such prosperity as would warrant the erection 
of a more desirahle and pormanent house. Life’s luxuries, for many vears, were 
ohiefly confined to cornbread and pork and the homespun of the family loom and 
when thea were scarce then the common things of the frontier were resorted 
to, Otten the horescope was dark and foreboding and the prospect forbidding 
in the extreme, yet he remained, and finally landed his craft in the harbor — 
of safety where is smooth sailing and only zephyrs blow. 

Mr. Ditmars’ farm contains 140 acres and is among the richly improved 
ones of his township. Tle has devoted his life te the growing of grain aiid 
stock and no other revenue has poured into his coffers but the rewards of tojl 
till the year 1899 when the discovery of ofl in the Neosho valley found him to 
be in the belt, and new three producing oil wells and one gas well on his farm 
‘a vielding bim a substantial monthly income and lightening the burdens of 

ife. 

November 8, i857, oceurred the marriage of George W. Ditmars and 
Nancy Taylor in Tonia county, Michigan. Mrs. Ditmare was a daughter of 
Riehard and Roth (Hontley) Taylor, of Trish extraction, who came into 
Michigan from the Province af Novia Scotia. Mrs. Ditmars was born in 
Michigan on the Lith af March, 1840, and was the seeond in a family of six 
vhildren. Two sons and a daughter have been horn te Mr. and Mrs, Ditmara, 
viz.. Judson and Warren, farmers im Neosho county, and Mary E.. wife of S. 
H, Rugyles, a farmer of Guilford, Wilson county, Kansas, 


TORN A. JOPNSTON—One of the early cettlers of Lincoln township, 
Neosho county, was he whose name heads this article, He was a young man of 
twenty years when he udeompanied his parents hither from Grayson county, 
Kentucky, where he was born on Oetoher 22, 1847, He is one of u family of six 
sone and three danghtera, children of Absolom and Mary FE. Capes) John- 
ston. ‘The father was born in Virginia in 1800 and came, as a whild, info 
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Kentocky where he was reared and married, and resided till his departure tor 
Kansas in 1867. 

Absoloin Johnston was one of the splendid characters of Neosho county. 
He wus gentle, kind and obliging and died in September, 1881, without baying 
an enemy in the county. He and his matronly wife who died in April, 1882, 
reared & family of nine children, our subject being the youngest of the group. 

John A. Johnston preempted a claim in Neosho county and secured his 
patent from the government, He prospered at farming and in 1880 engaged 
in the shipping of stock, which business has grown from the most modest 

retentions to a business of large proportions, including in his operations ths 
dling of the marketable stock over a wide extent of territory. The lifile 
villages of Sonth Mound is his shipping point and much of the prowmi- 
nence of the place results from the business which he brings to if. Sines 
1876 he has resided one and one-half miles north of town where he accumulates 
an estate of a section and one-half of land. Two quarter sections of this he has 
sot off to two children, leaving him with a square furm of six hundred and forty 
acres, one of the valuable traels of Lincoln township, 

Angust $, 1876, Mr. Johnston inarried Teresa Speake, a daughter of 
William and Mary (fads) Speake and the eighth birth of their eleven children. 
She was born in Grayson county, Kentueky. January 1, 1852, and six years 
later her mother died. The family afterward moved to Sangamon county, 
[Hinois. then to Bates county, Missouri, and, in 1867, to Neosho county, Kan- 
eas. Here Mr. Speake was prominent as a farmer and div! im 1873. Of My, 
wal Mrs. Johnston's family of seven children, six survive, as follows. Fra, 
Charles Roy, Pan] Bertram, Frances A., Stella, and John and Omer. 

Mr. Johnston possesses in #& great measure, the popular personal traits of 
his distinguished father, He is hound to the world by ties of haman sympathy 
and the measnre of it is fell in the kind acts and worthy deeds emanating from 
his brain. He came to the county poor and the atcmmolations of thirty-five 
years have marked him as one of the safe sod enecessful busmess men of 
Neosho county, 


MERIT A. CLOVER—Prominent as a citizen and succussful as a farmer 
of Neosho county is Merit A. Clover, of Big Creek township. In point of set- 
tlement he can be classed almost with the pioneers for he came to the county 
when all but the river lands were unclaimed and open to settlement and he 
settled upon the southeast quarter of section 19, township 27, range 19, four 
tiles east of the city of Chanute, 

Records show the Clovers to be genuinely American. They had a rep- 
resentative in the first battles of the Republic of the United States in the 

zrson of John Clover, grandfather of the subject of this review. He was born 
in Germany, came to the United States in time to help win its mdependence, 
and then settled down in the state of New York, His son, Cornelius Clover, 
was the father of our Merit A. Cornelius was horn in the state of New York 
in 1793, moved to Ohio soon after his marriage and afterward settled in 
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Indiana. In 184 he made his final move into Illinois where he died in 1862. 
Tle was by trade a mill-wright and carpenter and passed the greater portion of 
his life engagwl im these pursuits, having at the same time some farming intur- 
vets. He was twice married, his first wife dying many years before his advent 
to Illinois and leaving lim the following children, vis., Armenia, now aged 
Wighty-two years; Verry, deceased; Clarissa A, White, Elizabeth Boydston, 
deceased; Mary J, Stockton, deceased: Cornelius T., deceased, and Rebovea 
Nets. For his second wile Cornelius Clover married Narcissus Billingsley who 
hore him the following named children, LaFayette, Josephus, deceased; Merit 
A,, our subject: Jolin F., Mareetlus and Licina. The mother of these last 
named died in 1885 at eighty years of age. 

Comelius Clover was in the wir of 1812. being the youngest son of 
the family, and seryed with an older brother, William Cloyer, 

Merit A. Clover of this review. came to manhood’s estate on an Ilbnois 
farm and aequired a country sehool education which reintoreed by years of 
practical experienee, fits him for any of the ordinary duties of ebtizenship. 
Fariaing has claimed his attention from early manhood to the present andl 
he has enyaged in ik intelligently and suecessfolly. He helped fight the last 
battle: and ekimmnishes of the civil war, enlisting Mareh 14, 1865, in Camputy 
H, Tweoty-vighth Ulinvie lifantry, whieh regiment from thence forward 
served in Alabama and Tess. He was in the battle of Fort Spanish and that 
of Whistler venr Mobile, and in frequent “bushwhacking’ enpayements in 
Alabama, ‘The regiment was sent to Texas to eapture Kirby Smith but the oid 
Confederate bad crossed dhe Rio Grande river into Mexico and the porsut 
war vivon up, Mr. Clover wae discharged ai Brownsville, Texas, in the 
apring of 1866, a+ a emmpany corporal, wand tmmedintely went buek to his 
I}linois hore, 

On the 17h of April, 1867. Mr. Clover wnurried Hester Ann Whwatley, a 
daughter of Spencer Wheatley, referred to in the Whestley sketehes in this 
work. Coming west. the next year and becoming settlers af Neosho county, Mr. 
ind Mrs. Clover erveted on their elatm « sinall log house in which they resided 
durinw all the years the initial work of farm dirprovement and home develop- 
ment wus going on. He had but $25.00 of the $125.00 he started life with in 
Allen county tu L8tk, when he reached Neosho coomty and from this infinitely 
emall nucleut hae his present position of semi-opulence comes. So fur ua the 
active werk of the farm gous he is retired and the splendid estate of over four 
hundred acres which he has weenmulated is in the hands of tenants. 

Mr. Clover las taken a lively interest in local polities in his emumty. 
Tle has served two tern us justice of the peace and two us township truetec 
and was lected in the fall of 1690 bo represent hie county iu the lower house 
of the state legislature, Tle became o Populist as a result of the reform 
movement of 1800 und has acted with that party since. Ife is a man of 
progreseive ideaa, of intelligent action und of sound business judgment. He 
hos reared his family under Christian influences and is a member of the 
Methodist church, Tlis three surviving ahildren are Walter ML, Josephus, and 
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Alta Cordelia, wife of John F, Ermy, of Bourbon county, Kansas. Que 
dnughter, Trene, died in infaney. 


CHARLES KOEHNE—In this hrief article is portrayed the life of one 
whi was a pioneer to Kansas, whose connection with the frontier stamps hin 
us a plainsman and whose relations to the social and agricultural affairs uf 
Neosho oounty marks him as a worthy citizen and successful farmer, Having 
wome to the county during the “claim-taking” era he beeame one of the original 
nr pioneer settlers of the township of Ladore where le purchased a claim, built 
i “shanty” and, with his young wife, began the serious duties of life. 

As the name indicates Mr, Koehne is German. Le was born in Pruseta 
on the 8th of August, 1846, and is «a eon of Frederick W. and Elizabeth 
RKoehne who brought their family to the United States in 1848 and made 
selilement in Ross county, Ohio. The father was bern in the year 1808 and hia 
wife a year Inter, while his death oecurred i 1859 and that of his wife took 
place in 1892, Their ehildven were Alexnndar, William, now deceased ; Charles 
and Gustavus, also deceased. 

Charles Kochne’s youthtfal opportonities were not of the best. He obtainer! 
a fair education in the publie schools of Ohio and was apprenticed early in Tify 
to the trade of harness-maker. At the age of eighteen he wodertook the 
responaibility of lis own keep. Te came to Kansas in 1865 and stopped at 
Fort Rilev where he sevured employment of the yovernmment as a hariess- 
taker wt the ealury of $75.00 per month. His duties were with the transpor- 
tution train caressing the plains with government supplies for Rocky Mountain 
posts and stutions of the urmy. ‘The five years that Mr, Koehne spent in this 
arvinw were perhaps the five most dangerous years io the history of the 
‘een’ The [ndinns were becoming intensely hostile to the constant en- 
croachments of the white man and they alwaya met amall bands of emigrants 
“on the warpath.” Depredations committed by them were of almost daily 
accurroence®, and if was no unusual sight te come onto the smouldering ruins 
af some ill-fated caravan whose history was sealed under the closed lips of the 
dead lying all about, In 1870 ovr subject loft the government service, returned 
to Ohio and was married on the 17th of February to Josephine Davie, With 
limited means and with determined hearts the young couple returned to 
“Blevding Kansas” to help subdue nature and to build themselves n home, The 
veurs that have passed since then have witnessed the toil and struggles of the 
experimental age in Kansas and at the same time they witnessed the gradual 
forward movement of Mr. Keehne toward that condition of financial inde- 
pendence which warrante any phase of retirement which his disposition might 
sclovt. Until recently three hundred and twenty acres of land under substan- 
lial and permanent iivprovement and in a high state of cnltivation wns the 
substantial achievement of Mr, and Mrs, Koehne. In the autumn of 1901 they 
sold all this with the intention of retiring from so arduous 4 life and purchased 
the tract where they now reside on which to pase their remaining years. 
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Mr. aud Mrs. Noeline have no living ebildren, and having none, their lives 
have been filled with svinpathy and charity for needy and deserving friendz i 
the ond that material aid has by them been worthily and intelligently In 
stowed, 


EDWARD MAHER—Those who have resided within the oenfines of 
Mission aud Ladere townships sinee the year 1867 will remember the advent. tn 
Neosho eounty, that year, of a settler trom the west instead of from thy: 
rast, one who, for two years, had been ehiefly a wanderer on the coast of the 
Pacitie and lad aequired while there little beyond age and expertence ; this se- 
tler Way the prominent and esteemed citizen of the township of Ladere, 
Edward Maher, whose saan lends this brief review. 

Mo. Mathur is a native of Ulinois, being born in the county of Cook on the 
Lith of December, 1846. His futher. Michael Maher, was one of the firet 
mon to become connected with the locality of what is now the City of Chicagu, 
and he went there as a contractor on the eanal from Joliet to Luke Miehigan, 
Out of this tranmaetion he hucame half owner of eighty neres of watery wuste 
near the mouth of the Chicuge river which was disposed of for uw vyake of eattic 
and an old wagon, the awners never drewming that the ngenuify and versu- 
tility of man would some day make it worth hundreds of millions of dollars, foe 
it is now in the heart of the metropolie of the ereat lakes. Michael Maher was 
born in Vermont and was married te Anna Ryan, a lady of New York birth, 
They were the parents of seven children, and died, the father in Cook county, 
Tilinois, wt the age of forty-five and the mother at the age of seventy-two years. 
Their children were dohn, deceased; Mdward; Stephen; Thomas; James; 
Dennis, deceased: Michael, and Maria, who married Georve Anderson. 

Kdward Maher wos reared chiefly in Stephenson county, Tlinois, The 
common and high schoale of Stephonsan eaunty supplied tim with a fair knowl 
algo of English and enabled him to enter colloge at Cedarville about the our- 
break of the civil war, ‘he enthusiasm and excitement of the tunes were irre- 
sistable and he enlisted in April, 1862, in Company H, Sixty-seventh Illinois 
lufantry, served in the field twenty-two months and was discharged beeanse 
of hodily tativnmities, Fle experienced some of the real service of the war, hav- 
ing participated im battle at Belmont, Island No, 10, Helena and Vicksburg, 
receiving a wound in the ankle from a piece of shell at Telena. 

On his return from the anny Mr, Maher was iy such poor health thal Ivis 
physician recommended an overland (rip to the Pacific coast as the only possi- 
ble way of restoring his health, and even this offering but little hope, Accord- 
ingly the family whieh consisted of his widowed mother, himself and four 
brothers set oul for California whither an older brother and sister had gone, 
The trip wae made with wagens and teams at a time when the country wae 
lly infested with Imlians and this fact in connection with the hardships 
incident to the trip made the undertaking memorable in the experience of the 
fainily at least. They reached Sacramento county, Colifornia, in September. 
1864, and during the next two years Mr, Maher was on the Pacific slope en- 
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gaged in Mining, Lrading and railroading; mm the mean time also taking a trip 
through Mexico and Central Ameriea during which he visited most of the 
cities of importance in those comntries, being then young, unmarried and in 
(lest partly of adventure and partly of restoration of health. Teaving Califor- 
ma he went to Idaho and from there, hy wagon and team, to Kaneas. He 
decided on Neosho county as his future home and located in Osage Missiou 
where he established himself us a blacksmith. After some months he took the 
claim near Fort Roach, occupied it and engaged in both the blaekemith and 
butcher business for a time. Meeting an opportunity te sell his possessions te 
vol advantage he entered another tract of the public domain four miles north 
of Parsons, which became the nucleos of his present home. Lis land was in 
the disputed strip, claimed by the railroad and their tithe disputed and the 
whole grant entered by settlers. To sucevas!ully carry on a legal contest with 
the railroad eorporation the citizens organized themeclyes into a teague ond of 
{his hedy our subject was a charter member, Of all the affictions which beset 
the settlers of this historic strip—prasshoppers, llood and what not—this was 
hy all oads the most expensive and annoying, bul it termimaterd to the sati-- 
faction of the settlers some twenty years since and all that now remains of it is 
its memory as one of the greatest land cases on record, 

The Maher homestead is one of the bright spots on the face of Ladore, {t - 
comprises Tour handred and eighty acres hedged, cross-lenced, shaded with 
forest trees, and house and burne commensurate with the size and requirements 
of the estate. Recently each of his children has received from My, Maher eighty 
acres of his and his wife's avemmolations, retaining Tor himself the prized spot 
pon whieh his settlement was maile. 

The vear he settled bis present home Mr, Maher marricnl—lk69—Harriot 
Higginbotham, who was a nutivé of the state of Hhnois. She died on the 24th 
of May, 1896, leaving four children, viz, Prank, who married Rosa Hudson ; 
John, whe married Mollie (raves: and Ndward and Anna, both single and wt 
home. Mer. Maher married the seqond time on the tst-of September. 1805, His 
wife wae Mrs. Mary Outland, a native of Ohio and a danghter of Dr. O. L, 
Peters, whe came to Kansas in TASS, settled in Parsons and died there Decein- 
hor 5, 1901, at sixty-nine veare, his wife having passed away April 28, 1900, at 
the age of sixty-eight. Their tive children were Mre, Maher; Liazie, wife of 
E. F, Swift; Bvert H_: Wellington G., and Stella, who married F. B. Russell. 

Ridward Maher has been one of the inteneely active, sineero and earnest 
inen of his eounty. As well as a large and suecesstul farmer ho has been an 
extuusive sloek feeder and shipper, has been called to All every office of his 
township and his distriet chose him ¢wice to represent them on the hoard of 
couily commissioners tn whieh capacity he served, im all, six years. Hi- 
position in polities is well known, being, as he fs, a leader in Republic An 
political cireles, bat in nothing is he more highly regarded than ae a eitiven. 
neighbor and friend. 


‘ 
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DAWSON TH. FISHER—In touehing briefly upon the life work of the 
subject of this sketch it is fitting and appropriate that we confine our obeur- 
vations to himsell as a citizen wil as a oman rather than to enter inte an 
extended mention of his origin and antecedents, Comparatively spouking, his 
residenes in Chinate has been o brief one, but the character and intensity 
of hie relations to the wiried affairs of the city, and of the county of Neosho, 
render him conspicuous beyond the average citizen of the municipality, L4 
composition he represents a perfect anion of the dominant characteristics of 
the vast and of the west, harmonious in thought and action, and tuned to the 
spirit of the times in this intense and progressive age. Ho is a combination 
of elamonts that bring positive results in whatever channel directed and whay- 
ever Clee is disueverable in his makeup that would be apparently Mmeonsistent 
with the tenets of orthodoxy the primeiple of good citizenship predominates anil 
is the controlling and powerfal element of his natare. 

Dawson HH. Fisher was born in Beaver county, Pennsylvania, September 
2H, IS+, and is the oldest sun of Jolin and Rachel Fisher, farmer residents 
Of that eounty, John Pisher enlisted in the Union army at the outbreak ef 
the civil war and was Milled in the battle of the Wilderness in 1864. IMs 
dewth left the eare of a large family of small children to the mother and the 
oldest con, ‘The latter was then fifteen yours old, strong and active in mind 
and body and possessed liberally of the family traits of energy and industry 
and with theae quulitives he acquired a liberal knowiedge of the text looks 
of the common school wnd at the same time contributed lis portion toward the 
care amd tmtintenance of the fuiily. In 1880 the family moved to Spartons- 
borg, Ponnsylvania, where Mr. Figher, our subject, engaged in the Tumtwa busi- 
ness with whieh he was connecter! till 1893 when he transferred hie residenes to 
Kansas and becnmu identified with the affaires of Chanute, 

Reginning life in Chanute Mr. Fisher engaged in the hotel business. a 
business with which he had had we experience but for the succesefil conduct of 
which he was, by nature, pre-eminently qualified and adapted. He became 
the proprietor of the Oriental hotel, the largest property of the kind in the eity 
hut a house deplorably lacking in patronage. He took rank at once as a hotel 
man and the Oriental became a popmlar resort for the traveling public. Its 
accommodations have kept steadily in advance of the growth of the city and 
now, as the devilopment of the natural resources of oil and gas proceed and 
are carried on, the capacity of the historic “Oriental” is insufficient. and the 
demand for its enlargement is daily increasing. ; 

Bunt it is not alone as a landlord that Mr. Fisher excels. THis patriotiarn 
toward hie town, his proverbial public spirit, bis woselfish and liberal contri- 
butions for the public gend saat his versatility of resources directed toward 
the general, material welfare of Chanute mark him os one of the distinguished 
promoters of the metropolis of Neosho county. Although his commercial 
enerey is unbounded if does not exceed his political energy. Tt seems as 
natural for him to take a hand in polities us to eapouse the cause of some 
business enterprise. Indeed, business and politics are almost interchangeably, 
Right polities is good business and it is az essential to practice the one as to 
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promote the other. Dawson H. Fisher can not remember when he was not a 
Repoblican. The fundamental principles of the renowned party came to him 
from his patriotic ancestors of the Keystone state and he still rejoices in 
their promulgation, He isa ready and forceful conversationalist and delights 
in Friendly controversy. His enthusiasin does not lead him away trom the 
conunon courtesies due from gentlemen und if his adversary is not vanquished 
it i# because he flees trom the ring belore the debate is econelgded. He takes 
in wvtive part in all local political gamnpaigns and backs his judgment on the 
result. He is one of the leading mombers of the Chanute board of trade and is 
one of the charter members of the B. P.O. E. of the city. 

Tn 1881 Mr, Fisher married, in Spartonshorg, Pennsylvania, Miss Jessie 
Tyler, a lady of culture and refinement, and a daughter of the late T. G. Tyler 
who died in Channte in 1901. A daughter, Cecile, is the only child of this 
union and is a young lndy just approaching womanhood. 


THOMAS ('. JON ES—In the compilation of q representative volume of 
local history it is essential that it contain a creditable and truthful reference ty 
the charactors whose lives haye been interwoven with the events of the locality 
so a8 te make them actually a part of its history. One who has helped settle a 
commmounity, whe has helped build it, who has been a chief attendant aul 
confidential counsellor during the period of its growth and who is still connect- 
al with many lines of its business may, with strict propriety, be considered an 
historic character of that community. Such is Thomae C. Jones of this article. 
He was born in Oneida county, New York, Marcel 19, 1839, His parents were 
Hugh 'T. and Annu (Morris) Jones, inmtioned otore folly in the sketch of 
M. 'T. Jones in this work, Thomas: C. Jones was one of a family of nine 
children. He attended the cominon echuols and m loval academy in his native 
stale, acyniring a liberal edacation. I) carly life he took up the study of Jaw 
in the office of Doolittle & Floyd, of Uhien, New York, und was admitted to the 
bar on the Sth of April, 1860. Tho examination for his admission was taken 
im Avracuse before the jndges of thy supreme court and he located, at once, 
in Utica for the practice of hie profession, The progress of events early ui 
the civil war caused him to relinquish the law for a time and he enlisted in 
September, 1862 in Company A, One Hundred and Forty-sixtl New York 
infantry and was commissioned « first lieutenant. His regiment formed a part 
of the Army of the Potomac and participated in the battle of Pvederickeburg, 
anil in mony minor engagements, but physical disability soon thereafter forced 
his retirement from the service, not, however, till after he had been promoter 
to the ranks of captam. 

Returning to civil life. Mr, Jones crossed the plains to Montana where 
he engaged in mining for a time and where he received the appointment of 
judge of Madison county which then embraced, in addition to a consideratle 
area of Montana, nearly all the settled portion of Idaho. After a years 
service in this capacity he was appointed clerk of the United States district 
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court ot Helena and spent three years in that position, being the greater part 
uf that time also doputy internal revenue collector of the territory. Tn 186) 
he left the mountains and went to Kansas City, Missouri, where he was associ- 
oted with his brother m the mercantile business under the firm name of Jones 
Lrothers for a short thine. The following spring he came to Southern Kansas 
ond, in connection with his brother, M. Tl. Jones, Col. J. C. Carpenter, Samuel 
W. Foster, J. A. Wells, C.) H, Pratt und WK. P. Stone, established the town 
of New Chicago, ‘The plat of this town was filed in the name of 'T. C. Jones 
who wae also the first mayor of the village. 

Entering on the practice of luw about the same tine, in partnership with 
Col. J. C. Carpenter, he was so éngaged fora period of ten yeare, He retired 
from the practice about 1880, since which time he has devoted his attention. tu 
general business eoterprises in which le holds large interests, and to his 
private affairs. Te waa deputy revenue collector for the district of sonth- 
vast NWaneas tinder the administrations of Presidents Hayes and Arthur. Ie 
has served on the board of education and us a member of the city council of 
Chanute and bas rendered valuable serviees in a private capacity as one having 
promiment financial relations to the community. 

August 15, 1878, Mr. Jones was united in marriage with Miss Nettin 
Skillman, « daughter of Girardos Skillman. of Prinecton, New Jersey, whore 
Mrs. Jones was born. On the 12th of September, 1879, Mrs. Jones passe 
away, leaving a son, Niel Skillman, a student of the law department of the 
Tniversity of Kansas, 

Mr, Jones is a Blne Lodge, Chapter and Commandery Mason. He east 
his first yote for Abraham Linealn for president in 1800. He has led an active 
and varied life, with Industry, energy, integrity and sabriety as its chief char- 
acteristics and for that redson he has been a histery maker in Neosho county 
and this brief record touches only the salient points in his active and busy 
career. 

Mr, Jones dived i Petasky, Michigan, September 2, 1902, and is buried 
in Chanites 


ALBERT |. ABBELL—The gentleman of this notice was born in Marion 
county, Kentucky, June 12. 1840, His father, who was William M. Abell, was 
a Kentucky gentleman aud came to Kansas in 1871 and died in Neosho county 
m 187 at sixty-three years of age. His wile. who was, before marriage Miss 
Mary Thomas, died in LS89, at the age of eighty-four, Their three ehildren 
were Suaan A. Albert TL. and Samuel tL, 

Our eubject was the swoon ehild of his parents and remamed with then 
till part twenty-one, when, in the month of November, 1863, he married 
Amanda Luckelt, a Kentucky lady and « daughter of George W. Tmekett. Mr. 
Abell came to Naneus in 1871 and located upon his present home farm where 
he purchased one hundred wid sixty weres. Lt is substantially inproved, a 
shady lune leads from the public highway to his residence, twenty rods away, 
where all is homelike and inviting. The form is nine miles from Parsons 
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an! cight miles from St, Paul and the pride of its products is the stock 
that its owher raises and sells. 

The children of Mr, aid Mrs, Abell are seven in number, as follows: Lil- 
lian, wife of James J. Owens, of St. Paul: Kate, a sister of the Lorehln 
order; William F., of Take City, Colorado: Nora. of Pueblo; Lomise and Os- 
brevet Mr. Abell is a Democrat in politics and has served his township as ite 
rusty, 


CYS W. HAYWARD—A voutituonus and permanent resident of 
lacdore township, Neosho county, since 1885, is C, W, Tayward whose name 
heads this article, Te is one of the esteemed and prosperous citizens of his 
lnoality and was born in Upper Alton, Madison county, Illinois, January 1. 
1842, Lis father, Cyrus ‘T. Hayward, was a native of Massachusetts and was 
1 son Of Atisel TLayward who whe a pattern maker for Ames, the eclobrated 
shovel maker of the Old Bay state. Cyrus T. Hayward inarried Elizabeth 
Olinstead and. about 1840, came west to Tlinois and settle! in Madison county 
Where, in Alton. he worked at his trude of cabinet maker, He lost his witu 
hy death in 1858 but himeelf survives in Macoupin eoanty, Mlinoia, at the 
age of civhty-sevin years. He married Mary A. Johnson for his second wife 
and by vaeh twarriage he waa the father af eight children, Of the first family 
of children four survive, via, William 2, Cyrus Wi, Caroline and Jane S., and 
of the second fumily the living are Lillian ©., Tlerbert M., Mary E., aod 
Horace, 

The subject of this notice was reared in Madison and Macoupin vounties, 
lines, and made lis home with his parents till his enlistment tm the army 
for serviced in the war of the rebellion. December 40, 1863, he joined Company 
Fy Twelfth Ulinois cavalry and served along the Missisarppi river to New 
Orleans, helped capture Fort, Donelson, fought guorriila bands in Tennesser, 
an] went with General Banks’ army on its expedition up Red River. The 
regiment was at Memphis, Tennessee, when the war was declared over but it 
was ordered up Red Tiver again, this time wonder command of General Cueter. 
At Alesandria, Louisiana, the command started across the sountry for San 
Antonio, Texas, but wae detained somewhat at Tlouston where Mr. Hayward’s 
regiment, which was commanded hy Col. Davia, of Chicago, datied the orders 
of General Custer, whe lad tied some ot the Twelfth Ulinois up by the thumbs 
ax a punishment for misdeeds, and released the men and thus earned the 
displeasure of, their somewhat inluinan commander, When the expedition 
again started this reviment was left behind with General Gregory in cone 
mand of the post The latter oftieer made a detail to escort him abont over 
the state of ‘Texas, and Mr, Hayward, being a sergeant, was placed in command 
of this detail, A year was spent in this kind of service in the state and in 
May, 1866, the regiment was ordered to Springfield, I[lineis, to be dite 
charged, which order was carried into effeet on the 29th of the same month. 
While in the serviee Mr. Hayward lost the sight of one eve as a result of the 
meaeles for which injury he draws a pension of $17 2 month. 
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As an officer General Custer achieved the reputation, im this instance, of 
lwing most crnel and brutal. He seemed to have little sympathy with the 
common soldier and punishment was meted out to them greatly in excess of 
that merited by offense. Of two men whom our subject saw condemned to be 
shot hy the General one waz released at the last moment and the other pair 
the penalty with his life, 

Augnat 18, 1866, Mr. Hayward married Mary Ann O'Dell, born in Jersey 
county, Dlinois, on the 2nd of April, 1848, Tn 1873 he made bis first move to 
Kansas, settling near Wichita where he built a “dugout” and began the work 
of improving a claim, One vear of this experience sufficed to discourage the 
cmiple in their new home and they returned to civilization in Illinois, In 1885 
they returned to Kansas again and this time settled in Neosho county, eight 
folles north of Parsous where they are comfortably situated on their farm of 
two hundred acres, well improved, well stocked and well tilled. 

Mr, and Mrs, Tayward’s family numbers seven children, az follows, Eva 
Leona, wifeof John F. Maupin, of Parsons, Kansas, with one surviving child ; 
Arthur [E. and Rosa May, both deceased: Artemus Ward, who married Telyia 
A. Mixon and has two ehildren; Elmer L., deceased; amd Minnie E. and 
annie Adelia. 

Mrs, Hayward’s parents were John and Franees A, (Metcalf) Odell, 
The father died in 1880 and the mother resides with her danghter Mary. The 
Odell children were Mary A., Willis T., Richard W., Thomas N., Luella J. 
and Martha 8. 

Mr. Hayward started in life $1500 in debt, has drunk all the “ups and 
downs’ of life and hak come out on the right side at last, 


JOHN J. RYAN—Few men in St. Payl are mor widely known than 
the subjewt of this sketch. All the years of his*manhood have been passed 
in Neosho and Crawford counties and what he is and has have been achieved 
in and near his favorite town, Industry has its sure reward, and, when 
dirwted toward a specific end, the acquiring of wealth or the achievement o£ 
position, or what not, its conflict is only the shorter and the victory more cer- 
tain. In the end, the measure of one’s success is his usefulness and if our 
subject has not acevmulated great wealth or reached the highest position of 
honer the burden of testimony is that his life is filled with useful industry. 

John J. Ryan is, ae his name indieates, of genuine Irish stock. By 
accident of birth his father, William Ryan, was an Englishman, being horn 
in the ewpital of the British Empire, but his forefathers were wont to stray 
whore the shamrecks grow, When a sniall hoy the father crossed the waters 
io Conada and, when a inan, married Bridget Daughany. As a contractor he 
was Widely known in Ottawa, where our subject was born, and in the autumn of 
that same year he migrated to Omaha, Nebraska, then a village on the banks of 
the *Big Muddy.” Tn 1870 he came toe Kansas and settled in Neosho county 
where he died in June, 1844, at sixty-seven years of age. 


ILISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANEAS, 205 


It Was the disposition of William Ryan to be a leader and not a fol- 
lower, In his new home in Wensas the opportunity presented rtself lo dem- 
onstrate leadership ina high doyree. The publie domain, instead of belongin 
tu the public seemed to belong to the railroad and filings on tracte. whieh 
really belonged to the government were being vaeated daily on the pretext 
that they were railroad grants. The settlers decided to test the validity of 
these holdings in the highest tribunal in the land and organized themsebvis 
inte a tengue for that purpase. Lande in Neosho county were invelved in the 
tronble as well as those in Crawford connty and the whole affected district 
was mde te Teal the power and effectiveness of the league. The settlers 
chose advisors among themselves*ta aid their eounsel in the manugemunt of 
there ease qnd Mr. Ryan was one of these, The suit lasted for yours and was 
fought bitterly for every thread of testimony bearing on the case was un- 
earthed and preeented to the court for what it was worth, and when the end 
finally came the settlers had won. Tt was a happy and joyous hour for Mx 
Ryan when the news of the court’s decision arrived. The long years of legal 
strife had been fraught with doubts and many diseouragements and, while 
an adverse decision to the settlers would have swept away his prospects and 
shattered his hope, the burden would have been the pveater to bear in yiew cf 
Ins responsibilities in the case. Bot it was not thie. Justice prevailed, and 
when he diel the grent disputed area was one vast farm and field occupied 
ane owned by contented and happy and prosperous people. 

Willian Ryan's wife died in 1887 at sixty-two yours of age. ‘Their eleyen 
elildren, Daniel, William, Thomas, James, Andrew und John ,f., were the 
sons; and Ellen, Mareuret, Katie, Mary Ann, and Anastasin were the daagh- 
ters. Their son, Willian A, was one of the prominent lmsiness men andl 
politicians of Crawford county. He wae elected state senator, and onee 
reevived the Democratic nomination for conyress, 

Joho J. Ryan was reured in Omaha, Nebraska, till sixteen years of ave 
when he accompanied his parents to Kansas. He obtained a commen school 
olucation and hi hud ample experience to prepare him for life's duties he- 
fore he was twentyeone He took a claim in Crawford eounty and he and 
lis young wife (did much toward couverting it into a farm, At the expira- 
tion of eight years in the country on his cluim he moved, in 1862, to Osagy 
Mession. now St. Paul, and engaged im selling real estate. Por a number ef 
veur's he carried an this business, ceasing it when he yielded to the wishes 
of friends and accepted @ position in the state auditor's office, under the 
Leedy administration. Closing his two years’ service there he retarned Ln 
St. Paul and engaged in the real estate, loan and insurance business, his 
former oeeupation. 

Mr, Ryan was worried in 1874 to Miss Sarah Hayden, a daughter of 
Felix and Jane (Hayes) Hayden. The children of this marriage are eigit 
m Humber, namely, Mamie, wife of Owen Morirty; and Hattie, wife al 
Chavles Cooney, both of Tola; and Nelle, Agnes, Margaret, William, Edward 
and Frank, all at home. 
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Democracy furnishes Mr. Ryan his political home. lo has fought the 
dominant party in Kansas from the time of his majority and he can be said to 
le a factar to he reckenm! with im Neosho county polities. He believed ja 
fuston to defeat the Repulicans and thus disorganize them and weaken then 
for future contests but he has nothing in common with populism as it las come 
to mean today, 


JONATUAN ©. LIN DSEY—Ladore township, Neosho eounty, firnishus 
us With characters who have lived and prospered on the farm sinew 181 
and among them is the subject of this notice, Jonathan C, Lindsey. He was 
born in Moundwille, West Virwinia, on the banks of the Olio river, June 14, 
1B. His father, Mlicha Lindsey, was a native of New Jersey and married 
a New York lady, Catherine Graham. Elisha Lindsey was born in 1812. went 
into Weet Virginia in an early day and died in Washinglow county, that 
state in ISTH. His wife divdl at the age of aeventy-cight years. Their 
children were wight in number, ex of whom still live, viz, Robert 3.. who was 
caplam of Company ©, Sixth West Virginia Givalry: William B., a member al 
the same command in the army; Jonathan CL. our subjects John Wh. Pormelia, 
laura Ve and Gearge, 

The subject of this sketch was compassed about with rural scenes upon the 
farm in his native state and acquired the rudiments of an education. Jane 1, 
LSS, he enrolled as a tpember of Company C, Sixth Volunteer Cayalry—tis 
brihers company—ani after secing three years of hard and dangerous 
services wis discharged in 1800. During service he was detiilod as a seaut an 
in ab engagement with the enemy he was taken prisoner dressed in the Cor 
feleyate gray. When he discovered that he was to be hanged he determined ta 
aeeape or die and, watching Wis opportunity, he made a break up the ienn- 
fain side with a hail ef fitlets following him but luck was with Jim and le 
renched the Federal lines, Ile was present at fhe Grand Review in Washing- 
ton where he did provost duty, and for three months after the war. He wus 
orderal to St. Louis and thenee to Fort Leavenworth, trom which point he 
wie senp west with the army to fight the Indians, He was on detached duty 
the greater part’of this service and carried the mail from Fort Casper, Wyorm- 
img, to Deer Creek, all one wmter, making the trip every day up and Imek, 
Skirmishes were [requent, with the Indians, and on a certain day one mised 
up out of the ground that our subject had just passed over, The guards in 
camp made a ruzh for the eattle to corrall them but the redskins rose up (o 
tha nomiber of severul handred, ran the cattle off and killed a strange stock 
ian in the vieinity. ' 

When his time of enlistment expired Mr. Lindsey was discharged at Fort 
Leavenworth and returned home bal in 1868 came west agam and went into 
the wovernment service uf Fort Hayes and was put in charge of the government 
cattle between Forts Hayes andl Dodge, and Camp Supply, Indian 
Territory. He went to his Virginia home again in 1869 and in the spring of 
1870 was united in marriage with Julia Helen Ney, who died in 1875 leaving 
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ony Child, how stirviviug, viz. Mrs. Laura Zimmerman, of Louisville, Ken- 
lucky. ty 187 Mr. Lindsey went to Colorado and worked in the mines Son 
threw 4 vents, going thence to Arizona ani finally to New Mexico, in whieh latler 
eountry he was ou stuge driver nearly two vears. In 187) he returned to 
Virginia, where, in 1881, he married Maury ‘A. Matthews, an Trish lidy why 
came ta the United States at twelve yeurs of age. In July 1881 oor subjnct 
brought his family and ofvets to Kansas am) located in Neoeho county where 
lw was a tenant Lil LS94 when he purchased a tract of one hundred and sixty 
weres four and one-half miles southeast of Galesburg and upon which he now 
resides, Ly lis present wife Mr. Lindsey is the father of seven children, 
vamely, Wilbur K., Charles A. Frances, Robert, Katy, Joseph and Pant J, 


STEPTEN A, MAYNARD—The subject of this sketch was born it 
Missisytiod county, Canada, Mast, March 18, 18389. This father was Stephen 
Maynard and his mother, before marriage, wae Lucretia Baker, the former 1 
nitive of Vermont, the latler a native of Massachneells. Mr. Maynard comes 
a! New Knyland anevetors, but hig parents went when young to Canada and 
were there married and afterwards lived wnd ched there, his father dyimyg io 
180i at the age of seventy-one years, his mother in 1864, aged sixty-six. 
Stephen and Luervtia Maynard were the parents of wight children, but two of 
whom are vow living, Martha Ellen who resides al Mechanic ‘shure, Ohio, and 
Stuphen of this article. 

Stephen A. Maynard was reared in his native place On a farm, receiving A 
conimen school education and learning the carpenter's trade in his youth. In 
1866 he murried Bliza Larkin, a duughter of Miram A. and Thankful Larkin 
wit a native of Missiayuol ceunty, Canada. In 1873 he came to the Cited 
States und lived flor fifteen vears in Mechanicshury, Ohio, moving thence to 
Naueas To TSR. Ae worker! at bie trade for a number of years in Canara, 
iso in Ohio, and ter ene your in Kansas, bit in 1884 having hought eighty 
Heres OF land in Big Creek township, Neosho county, he settled on it and toox 
up firming pursuits, He began in o small way as a farmer in this county 
luy having @ liking for the business has succeeded remarkably well at it for 
ne takin it wp ose late in life. Fle has purchased other land owning a farm 
ow of two hundred and forty seres, most of whieh is in enltivation and on 
Which he has 4 superior elass of farus luildings and other cenvenienees, tah 
ine his farm one of the really desirable places of the township and on whieh 
le raises yood yields of grain and runs nice bunches of hogs and cattle, 
feeding. his surplus proditets to live stock of his own raising and this getting 
the benetté of the bwo prowths, “Mie. Maynard lias earned what he has both 
we to property and experience by lard knoeke and having thus come ly it 
honestly knows how to use it wisely, Ole is aq ruin who has made it a rule 
through life to allend strietly to lis own business, not that he is lacking ia 
pablie spirit or a proper appreciation of the services of those whe give mich 
of their time fo the doing of those things of a public kind whieh must be 
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fone by some one, lit he bas always been coolent to leave these things ty 
others, He is a Repoblicnn in politics and believes in the progressive ideas for 
which the Republican party stands, and in progress m general, and is always 
age to eneourage anything tending to bnild up the communtiy where iu 
ives, 

Mr, and Mrs. Maynard haye had three children born to them, Anna, 
Wife of Tlenry Wilson. Hattie and Frank. 


J, EMORY BELL—Ex-Clork of the District Court J. FE. Bell, was born 
in Shelby county, Missouri, September 8, 1866. Ile js a son of J. T, Bell of 
Neosho county, and his wife, Louisa (Saunders) Bell, both native of the 
stute of Missouri. In 1867 the parents moved to Neosho county and took up 
their residence five miles southeast of St. Paul where they still live, ager 
respectively sixty-one and fifty-eight years. By his first marriage J. 'T. Bell 
has one chill and by his marriage with his present wife he has nine children of 
whom our eubjeet is the oldest. 

d. Emory Bell was reared on the farin and lacks only one year of being 4 
nitive of Neesho county. He was educated in the common schools, except thit 
he tool a course in one of the business colleges of Kansas City, He began 
teaching at an early age and engaged in it a mumber of years in his hoine 
county and one vear in the state of Colorado, Following his marriage hw 
taught school in winter and farmed in summer for a time, In 1896 be be 
came a candidate on the Fusion tieket (as a democrat) for clerk of the district 
oourt and was elected. In 1898 he was reeleeted, serving in all four years andl 
retiring from office in January, 1901. While an inevmbent of the clerk's 
Olfice he oeeupied his spare lime in reading law that he might be the better 
equipped fer the buttle of life when he should again become a private citizen. 
In Deeember prior to his retiremnt from the eclerk’s office he was admitterl 
before Judge Stillwell at Erie anc is equipped to practice before the district 
courts of the state. ‘The renl estate and loan business form an important ad- 
junet. to his law business and he is well known in his dine already. 

June 13, 1894, Mr, Bell was married to Miss Ellen F. Taymans, born 
in St. Paul on the 13th of June, 1873. Their children are Vlorencve, Beatric:, 
Vineunt, Joseph and Ruth, 

The foregoing is a brief but pointed review of the life of one of Neosho 
county's honored young men, Born of poor but worthy and honest parents, he 
has, hy dint of hard work, won his way to a ereditable position in the business 
und professional world of Neosho county. 

. 


JESSE TERRI NS—One of the genuine pioneers of Neosho county is thu 
porson whose name heads this brief sketch. He preempted a quarter section of 
land in the northeast portion of the county at a date when there was but two 
settler huts in all the county and a detailed history of his experiences while 
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tuaking a home in the west would, Uf presented herein, orenpy oo stall aniousnt 
of space of our volume. Snuilice it to say, they would reveal vears of tail antl 
strogule, seasons of hardships and misfortunes, and hours of mental depression 
and sadness and grivf as well as those of contentment, and happimese and jay 
The year of his entrande to the county was 18%4 and the point from which he 
wmigrated Shelby county, Indiana, He was born in that county, October 20, 
1881, and was a son of Josse TLerrin, whose native place was Pulaski county, 
Kentucky. The latter’s wife was Celia While. a aative of the same state with 
Himself. In September, 1831. they removed from svath of the river up inte 
Indiana and eleared up a farm in the beech woods. In this state the father 
rearel a family of eleven children, by bwe marriages, and died in Marion 
county, at the age of ninely-one years. Jessy Herrin, our subject. was the 
fourth child of this number, His boyliood was devoted io hard work upon his 
father’s tronticr farm and the achools he had neces bo, in wequiving an educa. 
hon, were the inferior subseription school. When vighteen year= old he hired 
toa fariner by the month mid m the two years he passed aa x farm hand hi 
accumittated a staall amount of money, THaving been fully thrown apon his 
own resources and being nesr to his majority he decided to eaek him a houga- 
keeper and establish himself under his own roof Accordingly on the Ser 
of Devemlur, 1850, he married Miss Phoehe Crawford, a danghter of Thora: 
and Johanna (Seott) Crawford, the former a native of North Curolion and the 
latter of Virginia After bis marriage Mr, Herrin ofterapted farming u lew 
years on rented lund but fownd it to be a dependent and unpleasant business, 
He decided to seek uo Joowlity where there wae o better proapevt for a poor inan 
to svcure tile toa farm. As the yours pasted he approached nearer and nearer 
to the time when he could trust his future te the west, and in L874 he emi- 
vralod to Kansas, Ontof the homeetend whieh he took in tha corner of Neosho 
county he ultimately developed o dine farm and he has rematinel with ot till 
it luis yielded lira o sum sufficient to place hin in circumetandes of comfort 
and independence. When the Missourl, Kanens & Toxas railway built its line 
to Kansns City the tewn of Stark was located vpon the homestead of our 
suhjoot and all bis improvements ave within a few rods of the main street of the 
little town. This situation is, in reality, most desirable. Tt is the culmina- 
tion of yeare of family work and waiting and is a fitting compensation for the 
personal sacrifices of more than a quarter of a century. Mr. Herrin was not 
alone in bearing the burdens, Tis wife shared her portion, and once had an 
experience the shoul from which left ite impression upon her for years. One 
bright day, in the early and unsettled condition of the county, she wae visiting 
at a neighbor’s and, on her return home, wandered off her way and was lost. 
The frivht aud terror resulting from he position, upen the bleak and tenant- 
luss prairie with no compunions bmt the birds of the air and the beasts of the 
plain, for hours, until found by her sun, was almost sutticient to meduce nervous 
eollapse nod its effects did not pass away in @ day- 

To Mr. and Mrs. Herrin have been born eleven children, six of whom 
survive, viz., Mageie; Josephine, wife of Jefferson Muirheird; L, V.; Wim. H-: 
James A.: John M.. and Flora C., wife of M. Pagh. The parents celebrate - 
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their gulden wedding December 31, 1900. Fifty years together, down life's 
pathway tread ; filty vears together, wish them both (red specd. 

In politics Mr. Herrin was reared a Democrat and bas espoused that faith 
uring all the years of tus majority. t™ religious matters his bringing up was 
in the Quaker belief. 


A. W. HAYWARD—The early settlers of a country lave a considerable 
advantage over later arrivals in the matter of securing a pood footing, Tt is an 
udlvantage which they fairly earn by reason of services performed and hardships 
endured, but is an advattage, nevertheless, and one which the later arrive! 
feels the effeet of when le comes to establish himself in the country, There 
is Dut one way he can meel Tt and thut is by euperior industry, Improved 
methods and advaievd ideas, With these he may, in time, reach a point 
where the solition of (he brew! and butter problem is as easy for him as for hie 
neighbor of yredter real watate holdings, but without them he ean never do it, 
Vhe subject of this sketch sevrns to understand the conditions here set forth and 
is operating tm line with these observations. 

Artemus Ward Hayward, son of Cyrus and Mary A, Hayward, was born 
in Macoupin county, Hingis, January 10, 1875. He was brought by his parents 
ty Kansas in LaS4, and reeeived his education in the public schools of Ladore 
township, Neosho county, where they settled, Ile was brought up on the 
farin ane has followed farming all lis life except one year he worked in the 
Williams Nursery in Lahette county. Tle married Miss ‘Telvia Hixon, Deeen- 
hur 23, 1R04, ane alter farming on a rented place five years, purchased the place 
where he now lives in Ladore fownship whieh he has improved to the extant of 
u neat cottage, goul barn und several plats of fruit and ornamental trees, 
having the nucleus of a desirable homestead and one that avidences much 
thiaft and good management on the part of ite owner. 

The facets relative to Mr, Hayward’s ancestral history wil) be found in the 
eketeh of his futher whieh appears eleewhere in thie volume. Mrs. Tlayward’s 
father was James Hixon and her mother’s maiden name was Martha Men. 
denhall both born in lowa where, in Lee vounty, Mrs. Hayward wae born. 
Her parents moyed ta Wansas in 1877 at which time they settled in Osborne 
eoanty, Where the daughter wae reared, The mother died in 1884 at the age 
of thirty-five, the father living now in Oklahoma. Mrs. Hayward is thy 
youngest but two of a family af eight children. E0a Maud, Laura A. George 
M., Jessie Ruth, Luther W.. Telvia, Hay Everett and Meile 1. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hayward have had born to them three children, Agnes, wha 
‘liedl in Hifaney; Violet, born February 11, 1899, and Cleo, born dine 25, 1/00. 

Me. Hayward is a Republican im politica and a member of the A. O. TW. 


GEORGE (. LEWITT—One of the first men to settle in Lincoln towu- 
ship, Neosho eoumey, wae George C. Hewitt, of this review. THe was several 
years ahoal of the average settler of this locality aml the red mun, the edyote 
and nature wrestrainal were the companions of that early time. Th was early 
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in LAGS that he “squatted on” a piece of Indian land, grassy and unbroken, 
Within the limits of Lincoln township and began the labers whieh have produvad 
tie generoos equipment of his present home, Th is nearly thirty-eight years 
since that settlement was made and the physieal, social und political ehuoge 
whieh has taken place in that period constitutes the county's internal develo p- 
ment and the past stands in vivid coutraat with the present. 

Ceavee C. Lewitt Was born near Syracuse, New York, August 13, 1533, 
ant is the sixth child of the family of seven children of Jolin and Mary ( Pot- 
ler) Itewilt, In childhood Mr. Flewitt’s parents moved to Brie county, Pen 
evivania, where le came to manhood'’s oxtutey On the farm he was rearad aul 
bis education was confined to such schoola ae were provided for the youth of 
that day. . He was married October 13, 1860, and he made the firet and last 
nove of his life when he brought his little family to Kansag and set them down 
iinony the Osage Tndians in Neosho county. The trip from the cast was mad 
“overland,” wud the journey lasted from carly spring till the month of Deve 
ber, in which month our subject reacherl his objective point. He had little 
money, as Was common for the pioneer, and he resorted to many makeshift 
lo husband what he had. The little shanty which gave first shelter ta lis 
family was a model for rudeness and simplicity and it afforded protection from 
(he elements till the claim was entered, opened owt aid under profitable eulti- 
vation. Te provide for his family necessities Mr, Dewitt broke prairie until 
hin own farm responded with suflicent to keep the domestic larder full Some 
supplies had to be hauled from the markets and over toto Missouri Mr Howitt 
had to go, leaving his family alone for the time, the journey oeeupying sonw- 
times several weeks for the rownd tip, Provisions were cxorhntant, corn meal 
at the first mill—near where St, Paul now stanids—was 5,40 per sack, This 
was a lusury the settler kept with him—if he eould raise the price of it—and It 
wight be said if helped settle Kansas, for wheat flour was certainly heyand thy 
reach of the prem body of common people, Mr. Tewitts first effort to get ito 
(the cattle business proved the usual luck of the poor man, Ite made the trip to 
lola, bought three cows and took them dowa to the meh grassy plain only to 
lust them in a short time with Texas fever, ‘Two others were purchased with 
the sume result and the attempt, for a time, sobsided, Mrs. Hewitt tried en- 
gauging in the chieken business ab the same line, baving ber stock at 8.49 
per daxen, and had a good degree of prosperity, By degrees the home dovelop- 
ed and the farm was stocked aud neighbours (rom everywhere settled all about 
Vhem, and ae the county fille! up the first settlers saw the wisdom of therr 
early determination. 

“Mr, Hewitt took for his wife Rachel Britt, a daughter of William and 
Louteu (Altum) Britt, She was bern in Avex county, Tennesseo, January 24, 
1841. She was the oldest of ten children and, at the age of thirteen years, 
went, with her purents to Green county, Illinois, She married Mr. Hewitt im 
Thinnis and they are the parents of three children, namely, Lyman, Warren 
an‘ Loren, who are all eoinfortably situated in Neoshe county an! near the 
family homestead. 
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BEV. J.  CHAMBERS—The American oneestors of Joel Ridings 
Chambers were, oe far os is known, Southerners throughout, the old family 
suit beinw Wake and Richland counties, North Carolina, His paternal grani- 
father, Jol Chambers, was o soldier in the Revolutionary war, ebared the 
fortunes of the Continental army in the field and on the march during all 
those years when the liberties of the Colonists lung in the balance; it having 
come down in the traditions of the family that he was present at Monmouta 
where such was the suffering even for water that $5,00 was offered for a single 
cupfall ‘Two mneles of our eabjeet, Green B, and Henry Chambers, too’ 
part in the second war with Creal Britain and were with General Jackson at 
the battle of New Orleans Still other members of the family volunteered for 
servicer m the Lidian wars of the country and one, Gen. Thomas J... Chambers, 
rendeved conspietious service in the war for the independence of Texans, Cham- 
hers cownity, Texas, being named for him in recognition of this serviee. Froja 
Wake und Nichland counties, North Carolina, the grandfathers of our subject, 
Jola Chambers and Joel Ridings, migrated with their familivs and settled 
nuir Nashville, Tennessaw, and which was, at that tune, the outpost of civili- 
mition for that section of the country. Wilson Chambers, the father of Joel 
R.. and Klizabeth Ridings, hie wife, were born in North Carolina and were 
mere children at the tine of their families’ removal to Tennessee. They grew 
upon the then frontier of middle Tennessee, were married and lived there 
ani in West Tennessee—iainly in Carroll county—for some years, moving in 
I8d4 to Hancock county, Nliueis, whern they were early settlers and where they 
passed their mature and later lives. Thev both died on the homestead which 
they settled in that county and on which they bad lived for nearly half a 
contury, (he father dying in 1886 at the age of eighty-two and the mother in 
16! at the age of ninety years. 

Wilton and Elizabeth Chambers had one of those large, old-fashioned 
families of ehildren—nine in number—all of whom grew wp and seven of whom 
ar’ vet living, Joel R. of this article being the youngest of the number. 

Te was born in Carroll county, Tennessee, Pebruary, 4, 1848, and wae 
roared in Haneoek ooynty, Illinois, whither his parents moved the following 
wir This early elueational advantages were of the ordinary kind and he 
wviilecd himself of them much at the average vouth toes, Later, however, 
he developed a studions turn and neutralized the defeets of his earlier training 
iw private study. He entered the Union army as a member of Company A, 
Kightyninth Tinois Volunteer Infantry and was with General Thomas’ ari 
anid took purt im that serie= of fleroe Cogagements known as the Atlanta und 
{he Nashville eampaigns where the Confederate forces with the courage born 
af desperation, contested every inch of ground, leaving the flower of their youth 
along with many of the hovs ty blue on the battlefields of Tesaca, Peach Tree 
(reek, New Hope Church. Roekv Face Ridge, Altoona, Kennesaw, Jonesboro, 
Franklin ond Nashville Mr. Chombere was slightly wounded at Pickett’s Mill 
in May, 1864, hut remained with his regiment and was discharged at Cara, 
Tints, July 26, 1865, 
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Returning home he married November 15, 1866, Hattie C, Rowland, a 
daughter of John P. and Sarah (MeConine) Rowland. then of Tancock vounty, 
Hinais. Mrs. Clambers is a native of Dearborn county, Indiana, where she 
was born January 29, 1516, ‘Taking up farming pursuits Mr, Chambers resid- 
«| in Haneock county, liinois, till 1868, when he came to Kansas and live! 
about two years in Linn county. He then made his final move, locating *n 
Pleasant Valley township, Wilson county, April 8, 1870, He took a claim 
there at that time, moving onte the prairie and living two weeke in a tent ontil 
he could put ap a shanty, 12x14 feet, which housed him and hie family for 
three Vears, ur till he Iwame able to erect a better building, For twenty-one 
years Mr. Chambers lived on his firm and went through all the experiences 
that fell to the lot of the early settlers, His Caith as well a6 his physical endur- 
anve was often aorely tried, but snetained by the belief that there was a future 
for this conntry—as well as lis confidence in the universality of the law af 
vompensalion—he stood resolutely by the home of his sdeption and labored 
with as much seal as though the full fruition of his hopes were daily to be 
rentized, as in fact they were, in a measure. 

During the winter months Mr. Chambers (anght school for thye years after 
aetiling in the county and about the same tue he took wp the work of the 
ministry, preaching at first in the school house where he taught to congrega- 
tions made up largely of his scholars aud their parents. Hxtending the sphere 
of his activities, he preacher to the people of nearby communities and continy- 
ed in this way as an ftinerant wotil le eovered imost of the territory of Andey- 
son, Allen, Neosho. Wilson, Woodson and Monteomery counties. He wor 
ordained August 18, 1875, by Bishop M. Wright of the United Brethren churel 
ahd has filled polpits all over Southenst Kangas. He has been active and in- 
fluential in the conference work of the denomination and is now serving bi. 
seventh yenr as Presiding Elder of the Neosho conlerence, and his twentieth 
year as ite secretary, He has representa the conference as a delegate in 
venerul conferees at Fostoria. Ohio, York, Punevylvania, Dayton, Ohio, and 
Frederick City, Maryland. Daring the past twenty years he has preached on 
un average of onw himdred and eighty sermons wunaally beside attending to tu 
oumWrous other duties which belong to the loenl pastorate and ta the work uf 
the churel in the capacities lefore mentioned. For four years past he hos 
resided at Earlton, The physical and mental energy consiimed in thes: 
lahore has been very erent and only a splendid physique reinforced by a res 
lute purpese to make the most of one’s natural endowinente could have stove 
(he straan, 

To Me. Chambers and lie wife have been born a family of threw sons 
ond one taughter, all bot the voungest of whom are grown, married anid seo 
tled to themselves. The oldest, Harry T.. is & practicing physician at 
Lewempton, Kansas; Sarah 7, wife of J. W. Starr, resides on a farm neur 
Kdmunds, Odahoma; Oliver W., occupies the old homestead in Plonsant Valley 
townahip, and Ralph 1. vet remains with his parents. 

In polities Mr. Chatmbers hae been a ees Republican, ensting his first 
yete for Mr Lineeln for president in 1864 and for every Republionn nominee 
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for that office since, as well ue for the nominees on state and wounty tickets. He 
is oman of conviction and believes m effective orgarniaation in matters per- 
tating both te church wd state. 


PRI) IK, DAY, M. D—A practical printer has acquired the physician's 
skill. A fellow of “the erat” has been transformed into a worthy exponent of 
“the ald school” and the transformation was induced hy a burning desire and 
natural tendency to go up higher. In his present field of professional activity 
the doctor, of this review, will find a wide range of eonerete knowledge, 
sulltiment to satisfy an extraordinarily studious and industrious bent. 

In St, Paul and viemnity Dr. Day is a gentleman of high professlonal and 
social standing. In 1899 he located in Kansas and brought with him a good 
college record and a personal and professional bearing of much promise. His 
atlyent to the state at this time was not a new experience to him, entirely, for 
he first visited Kengas in 1889 and spent two or more years with an tnely 
in Morris county, in an effort to reuvew his health upon the farm. The second 
year after the completing of tis medical course he practiced in Dwight, Morris 
county, and it wae from this point that he came to Neosho comuty. 

Dr. Day wae born in Clermont county, Ohio, Oetober 11, 1865, and is 
son Of Runyen Day and Hannah (Musie) Day. The father was a machinist, a 
native of Ohio, and resides in Clermont county at the age of seventy-two years 
while his wife is sixty-six years ald, Of their ¢ight children Dr. Day, o! 
this review, is the fourth eld. He reeeived his literary education in the 
New Richmond high sehool and, later, in a print shop and at the printer’ 
cast. He began learning this trade in New Richmond, Ohio, and in 1889 left 
his native state to reenperate his health in the west. After a year of country 
exerejse Near Dwight, Kansas, he went te Omaha, Nebraska, and spent two 
years in a printing office. From thene he went to Lewis, lowa, and there 
edited the Lewis Independent, a weekly paper, for one year. Undoubted 
signs of failing health caused him to again give up “the quill” and take un 
a position with hie farmer unele near Dwight, He remained in the open air— 
s) to speak—till 1894 when he decided to study medicine and entered the 
attiee of Dr, C. FP. Wainright, of Nansas City, Missouri, for that purpose, He 
entered the Kansas City Medical University and graduated from there in 
1807, equipped and ready for a successful career as a physician. He begau 
his practice im the Santa Fe hospital at Las Vegas, New Mexico, and remained 
with the company one year, returning thence to Dwight where he wus marrieil 
July 20, 1898, to Miss Janie Wilkes, a native Kansan. A danghter, Ruth, now 
three years old. has come to bless the home of Dr, and Mrs, Day. 

r. Day belongs to the Workinun and the Modern Woodmen and their 
auxiliaries, and is their examining physician. 
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JAMES J. OWENS—Vhe mercuntile interests of St. Paul are nicest 
ably represented by the yventleman whose name heads this article, He was 
born af Grayson Springs, im Grayson county, Kentucky. March 10, 1860. His 
father, John Y. Owens, was a native of the same state and was married there 
to Ella J. Comningham. In 1869 the parents moved to Missouri amd two 
years later came on west to Kansas and located in Osage Mission (now 8&1. 
Paul), where the father engaged in the hotel business for several years anid 
ied here June 16, L898, at the age of eighty-one, while hie wife died in 1894. 
Ten children were born to thes worthy couple, of whom five only, survive, 

James J. Owen was the eighth child of the family and was eleven years 
old when the family came to Kansas. He reeeived a fair common school 
education and at the age of sixteen years hegan his mercantile career os a cler': 
in the establishment of L. Steadman, of St. Paul, turning his wages into the 
family treasury at home, For five years he remained with Mr. Steadman an¢l 
then took a position with W. S. Willtanis of St. Paul where he did efficion® 
service for two years. In L885 he fornied a partnership to engage in mer- 
ehandising in St. Paul, the firm bene Shannon, Owens & Simpson. This 
firm cid business for two aid one-half years when My. Owens withdrew, In 
the latter part of 1885 he joined his brother to engage in thy same line of 
husiness, the firm of Owens Brothers buying oul our subject's old employer, L. 
Steadman. The new firm continued business till 1887 whea James J, pu 
chased the iterest of his brother and has sitve conddected the business ia the 
name of James J, Owens. The business of Mr. Owens is extensive and im- 
portant. Ele owns the large double store in whieh he does Irusittese and “The 
Lindel” a large brick hotel building, The prestige of his mume tas pone ine 
{he remotest parts of the St. Paul territory and that his yoliine of business 
is great ts not a matter of wonder. The accumulations af this modest mer- 
thant never began till after he had fulfilled his obligations to his parenta, an 
twenty-one years of ave. He attributes his snecess in u great measure to the 
influence of his first employer upon his young life and the principles of right 
dealing and right living winch he langht hin, 

Oetoher 25, 18ST, Mr. Owens was married to Miss Lillian Abell, a Kea- 
tucky lady, wend a daughter of Kentueky parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Owens’ children are six iu number, namely, Ethel, John, 
Athert, Raymond, Ellen and Lillian. 

In polities our subject ig a Democrat. His part mm the political work of 
Neosho county consists in voting the ticket of his choiee and in perforining 
his duties aka representative citizen. 


a 


JOACHIM LINDEN—The subject of this review is one of the snl- 
stantial business men of St. Paul and hus resided in Neosho county more than 
thirty yeare. He was born in Lawrence county, Ohio, Mareh 15, 1850. Lis 
father, John Linden, was a native of the German Eanpire and came to the 
United States about 1840. He located in Avon, Ohio, where he worked at his 
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trade we a carpenter, Te married a German lady, Christina Liseh, in the 
state of Ohio, und she died at about forty-five years of age. Hye fived till 1871, 
pussy away at the age of seventv-one years, Four children were born to 
hem, Joachim being the oldest. 

At an early age our’ subject hogan learning the blacksmith trade in Ohio 
ald at the age of eighteen left that state, with his trade completed, and went 
into Michigan where he worked two years. In 1871 he came to Neosho county, 
Kaneas, and located in St, Paul, then Osage Mission, Tlere he employed with 
Mr. Cooney two years and then engaged in bosiness for himself. We bought 
some lots and erected him a shop on them and las continued hie business ac 
this location ever sinve, In May, 1873. he returned to Michigan lor a wile, 
and there, on the 0th of May. he was married to Miss Barbara Dunnebocka, a 
native of the Wolverine state. Mleven children have resulted from Usis mar- 
riage, yiz., Cecelia, Ida, Joseph, Mary, Madge, John. Barbara, Anton, ,Joachiin, 
Pruoik and Delores. 

Mr. Landen has prospered in St, Paul, He was turned loose in yout 
tu face the world and its stern realities withont an inheritance. From an 
apprentica he became a journeyman workman und then his acewnwrnlations be 
gun. He kept at it antil he has pounded out a modest competeney for his 
retirement, should he eonvlude fo do so in the evening of life. Tn 1900 he 
took a reeese—noruch deserved—and went by wagon Lhrough the Indian Terri- 
tory and Texas, hunting und fishing by the wav. He derived much pleasuri’ 
from the journey, as well aa rest und recuperation, and returned with sur 
Linproved plyysique, 

A number of years ago Mr. Linden was elected to the city council of St. 
aul and has been kept there by enccessive reelections. Tis service has been 
of such a valuable character as ty demand Ins presence where the business of 
the corporation is transacted and the citizens have seen to it that he is there. 
fle is a Workman, is preawdent of the Anti-TTerse Thiel Association, anc a 
Son and Daughter of Justiow. 


DAVID M, ALEXAN DBER—A citizen, who is representative of the agri- 
cultural interests of Neosho county, 1s David M. Alexander, He is one of the 
original settlers of Walnut Grove township and has shared the successes and 
failures and withstood the sconrges of pestilence and drouth and flood with 
his colemporarics of the farm and field. He js a native of the east, began lis 
lasiness life in the Prairie state and jis closing it in Kansas. His birth oceur- 
red in Franklin county, ennsylyania, September 12, 1837, and he was a son of 
Samuel and Catherine (Myers) Alexander, hoth native of the Keystone state. 

The Alexanders of this review are of Scotch and German deseent, the 
parents of Catherine Myers representing the latter blood. Samuel Alexander 
was born in 1501, settled in Towa in 1872 and died there in 1888, having out- 
lived his wife just a score and four years, she dying at the age of sixty-five. 
Their children were twelye in number, ten of whom grew to maturity. Five 
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of their sone enlisted in the volunteer army for three years wud setved until 
they were discharged or were removed by death or disability, viz, John served 
in the One Hundred and ''wenty-fourth Pennsylvanian Infantry; Albert died 
in the Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry: Georve. who was wounded at An- 
tietam, in the Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and died of wounds av 
home; Cyrus who served in the Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry and diel 
after he returned home, and DavidM., our subjeet, who served in the Bighty- 
fourth Iinois Infantry. 

The subject of this brief record resided im hia native state till he was 
eighteen years old when he came westwied to Illinois and there worked .te 
& farm hand till his enlistment in the army. July 4, 1860, he was married to 
Hannah J. Smith, wyo was born in Montgomery county, Indiana, On the 12th 
of Angust, 1862, le enlisted in Company G, of his regiment and served wntil 
the close of the war. He participated in fourteen hard fought engagements, 
utnong them bem the battle of Chicamauga, Buzzard’s Hoost, Resaca, Atlanta, 
Lookout Mountain and all the engagemonte of the Army of the Cumberland, or 
rather, the Fourth corps of that arniy, wntil the fall of Atlanta, when he waa 
sent to the hospital siels. 

The war over Mr. Alexander retarned to hie little family and he and 
his young wife began life for the second time, Mrs, Alexander has the distin- 
guished honor of being sister and sister-in-law to twelve soldiers of the civil 
war, and, including her hnshand, thirteen of her nearest relatives offered thetr 
hives, if neoessary, in defense of their country and its fag. 

Our subject remained in Illinois till the year 1870 when, in the hope of 
lettering his condition, he came to Kansas, He reached Neosho county in 
December and took a clim in Walnut Grove township which his labor and that 
of his family has developed into a valuable homestead. 

The ehildren of My, and Mrs, Alexander are thirteen in number, nine 
ef whom survive, as follows. Alberta, wile of William Hickman; Alico, 
Florence, Belle, James IT,, 8. 1D,, Albert, Ethel and Edith. The brothers of 
Mrs, Alexander who served in the army are A, Simth, Seventy-second Indiana 
Mounted Tntuntry; dames Wo: Benjamin, Company G, Bighty-fourth Illinois; 
Jolin, Fourteenth Ubmois Cavalry, was eaplored and sent to Andersonville but 
made his escape und returned to his voinpany: William C,, Company C, 'Thirt-- 
sixth Ulinois Infantry, also caplerecd and sent te Andersonville, ond was 
wounded, and Robert fh. Mr, Alexander is a Republican, 


JUDSON B. OSBURN—On the 12th of Pobruary, 1845, the subject of 
this sketch was born in Sussex county, New Jersey, He is a son of Henry and 
Mary A, (Havens) Osburn, aleo of that state, who moved their family to Dele- 
ware county, Ohio, in 1853 and passed hie life there asa farmer, dyimg in 1895, 
al eighty-one years and surviving his wife many yeare; she dying at the age of 
forty-tive. 

Judson 38. Osburn was the sceond child of seven in family and passed his 
life, up to the civil war, in the household of his father, When just past 
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seventeen years oli! he enlisted in Company K, tet Ohio volunteer infantry, 
and Went at once te the front, Te took part in the battle of Perryville, Ken- 
tucky, alter whieh he was taken down with a cold which settled in his right 
eye and destroyed the sight of that organ. He was discharged from the 
service on this account, after nine months of army life. Returning to Ohio be 
hired owt aso farm hand by the month and continued this until he saved 
eufficiunt means to begin life. He purehased eighty acres of land and was 
employed with its cultivation till 1883 when he disposed of hie Ohio interests 
and came to Kansas. He reached Brie in Neosho county on the 21st of Decom- 
her and bought one hundred and sixty acres three miles northwest of town anil 
in the fall of the followme year took pessession of it. For the past nineteen 
years he has heen eecupied with the cultivation and substantial improvement of 
luis property. His spacious and comumodious residence are plainly visible 
on an eminence back from the public Lighway and his farm of two lndred 
and twenty aeres, stocked with horses and thoroughbred White Pace cattle 
constitutes a prosperous view. tle drops something fine inte his herd every 
year or so froin the White Face sales in Kansas City and his stable of Clyde= 
dales are equal to any draft horse property in the state. 

Mr, Osburn has been twice married. THe was married first in 1872 to 
Catherine King whoa only livel five months after her wedding and ‘lied at 
eighteen years old. tle wus married the second time in 1875 to Mary Neff, 
a native of Ohio, and a danghter of George and Eliza Neff, Two children 
resulted frmo this marriage, one of whom survives, vix., Homer C,, a young 
man of twenty-five yours, 

Mr. Osburn’s achievements in the west have all been industrial ones. Be 
has nob pone off after polities in an unguurded moment, but bas stuck to the 
interests of hie farm and the enterprises he has established in connection there- 
with aml has made them pay. 


ALVIN PETERSON—The subject of this notice is ane of the old set- 
flere of Bhiloh township, Neosho county, and was born in Ross county, Ohio 
November 16, 1846, His father, Jonathan Meterson, was a native of Ohio and 
his mother, Harriet Crocket, was also born in that state, The parents came to 
Kansas in 1568 and settled in Shiloh township, Neosho county, where thev 
hed. the father \agust 17, 1869. and the mother March 16, 1898, the former 
beinp forty-eight and the latter seventy-two years old. ‘Their seven children 
were Alyin, our subject; Mrs. Rachel Cox; James; Joseph, who died af 
twenty-four, Jonathan; David, and Hattie, who married Joseph C, Kasiley, 
and whose second husband is John B. Colher. 

Alvin Poterson wae brought wp on the farm in Obie and enlisted tn the 
185th Ohio infantry, eoupany A, Jungary Tf, 1865. At the close of the war ‘ie 
wae discharged at Columbus, the eapital of the state, returned home and re- 
mained in bis native county till the removal of the family to Kansas, ma L868, 
when he took a claim in Shiloh townehip, three miles southwest of Galesburg, 
and the site of his presunt hore, 
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Mr. Peterson was united in marriage in 1892 with Mrs. Anna D, Andisa, 
widow of Wm, Audiss, and s daughter of William Boaz, Her father came to 
Kansas from Illinois in 1880. Myra. Peterson is the mother of four childre:, 
viz. Della Audiss, and Bthel, Mackie and Charles Peterson, 

In his thirty-fonr vears’ experience in Kansas Mr. Peterson has had his 
shure of the fortunes and misfortunes of the settlers. The mast serious lose 
which he sustained oceurred on the 17th of March, 1902, when his residence 
burned with much of ite contents, and with pictures and relics which cannot 
lg ae A new residence oecupies the old site and is convenient and 
asty. 

“Tn politics Mr. Teterson is a Populist. 


J. R. LONG—Is a young farmer of standing and worth in Neosho county 
where he is almost a pioneer, haying located there in 1872, as a boy of eight 
years He was born in Lawrence vounty, Indiana, February 23, 1864. and is 
a son of Dayid Long, a gentleman of North Carolina birth. The latter immu- 
grated to Indiana when six years old and was brought up there. He marricl 
Miss Jeanette Lowder and maintained his home in the Hoosier state till 1872 
when he sought Kansas and settled near St. Paul (then Osage Mission.) He 
(lied in Neosho county in 1896 at the age of severrty-hwo years while his widow 
still survives him and ia a resident of Erie. 

Of the nine children of David Long our subject is the sixth, As it appears 
he was brought up ona Neosho county farm und aequived his mental traimimy 
in the country sehool, aud in the Normal sehools of Kinporia and Fort Scott, 
Wansas. At twenty-one years of age he began « earewr of publie schools wore 
which continued for a period of fourteen years. To this time he came to be one 
of the oldest teachers in the county and was regarded as onv of the able and sae- 
cessful in the profession, In June, 1893, he waa married to Miss Mary I, Hix, 
an Indiana lady whe came to Kansas with her parents in TASS, 

Since hie marriage Mr. Long has dropped teaching and has come to be 
known o# a practical farmer. He has been long enough a resident of Kansas 
to wnderstand aceurately the zcourges which afliot Kansas fariners, having been 
through pestilence and drouth and toad, hut none of these have destroyed bis 
faith in his state or paralyzed his ambition to win snevess, He is interester 
in a good farm two miles south of Stark and this and his stock, provides 
him with ample opportunity for constant employment, Tu politica he ig a 
Republican. 


LENSIA EF, DOWELL—The gentloman whose name heads this artiels, 
was born in Daviess county, Missouri, Docembor 22, 1841, His father, Peter 
C. Dowell, was a native of North Carolina, a soldier in the 43rd Missouri 
volunteer infantry, and was married to Hester Delany Brown of that state. 
They settled in Tndiana in an carly day bus soon came on west to Missouri, 
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settling in Daviess county where the father died at the age of fifty-six and the 
mother at thirty-three years. heir children wore John A., Lensia E., Henry 
U., Anna MeComb, Isaue, Mary and Joel, Peter C, Dowell married for his 
second wife Maria ‘Torner, who bore six children, namely, Elena, Lillie, 
Mauna. Maria, Jacob and Sylvester, 

Lensia M. Dowell passed bis childhood on the farm and learned the gun- 
emith’s trade by the time he reached his majority. THe came to Kansaé io 
1800 and wae one af the early settlers of his county and community. H-= 
took # claini near the southwest corner of the county, improved it partially and 
residad on it three vears, when he went to Morehead and opened a blackemith 
shop. Tle made anything that conld be made of iron er wood, and neewled ia 
this agricultural region, and he maintained his shop eleven years, when he pur- 
chased a farm two and one-half miles northeast of Morehead and has himself 
established as the neighborhood tlacksmith and as a fruit erower and farmer. 
He has twelve acres devoted! to fruit te which he gives his idle hours from his 
shop while the cultivation of the farni is left to the care of his two sons. Mr, 
Dowell possesses nusial mechanical talent and is master of five different 
trades, im any one of which he is as proficient as in any other. He is a believer 
in the principle of co-operation in industrial affairs and is a director in the 
Co-operative Mercantile Company and in the Farmers’ Co-operative Plow and 
Wind-Mill Company of Morehead, 

December 4, 1879, Mr, Dowell marricd Adda R, Moore, a native of Wis 
consin and a daughter of Andrew J, Moore who came to Kansas with his 
family in 1872. The four children of Mr. andl’ Mrs. Dowell are Arthur E., 
Andrew fi., Laura &.. and Lindsia &, 


ALFRED Tt. CLOVERDALE—One of the enterprising and 
successful farmers of Neosho county, whose home is estal- 
lished in Gyant township, is he whose name introduces this article. 
Farming and stock raising constitute his occupation and his ability to do both 
with mnarked suceess is a [act nelknowledged by his cotemporaries of the art. 
For one whese experience with country life spans no more than a space uf 
fifteen years and whose whole training was in on ocenpation so different from 
the commonplace life of the farm that there is ne comparison, he has dene 
admirably and maintains himself upon a plone of financial independence en- 
viable to many who have known no other pursuit, 

Alfred R. Cloverdale was born in Tlendrieks county, Indiana, February 
6, 1854, and wasa son of Reuben Cloverdale and Elisabeth Tiley, The father 
was a native of Deleware and the mother of Indiana. The former was engagil 
in any vocations during his lony and active life, from farmer through the 
vitevory of miller, woolen tnannfaclurer, herse dealer and back again to 
farming when he came to Kansas. Te moved mto [lmois in 1861 and remain- 
wl in that stwte till 1884 when he took ap his abode in Neosho county where 
he died in 1890 at the age of seventy-two years. His first wife died at the 
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ave of thirty-six vears and he was married a second time, the second mion 
heing productive of five children and the first one of four. 

Our subject was residing hear Danville, [linois, when he was approaching 
the years of personal responsibility. The country school furnished him with 
a fair education which eontroled his life for so many years and from whieh 
if Was bo ensy inaller to divorcee himself, He began work for the 1. B. & W. 
railway as a brakeman and after seven years was promoted to conductor and as 
such he served that road and the Big Four and Wabash railrouds for a period 
of twenty-six years. He made three attempts to get away from the road before 
he succeeded, Tn 1886 he first resolved do quit) and he eame out to Neosho 
county and purchased a quarter section of land. The contrast between the 
farm and the excitement of the train service was eo great that he was wonble 
to endure the lonvaomeness of the latter and went back to the railroad, In 
1895 he tried ta heweome a practical furmer the second time and left the road 
to du so bul the result was the same as at first. He returned to the Wabash 
railroud und spent three more years, leaving his family on the farm, and ut 
the end of that period he had sehooled himself into a reconciliation to the 
farm and he has since found contentment in the raising of hia horses, caltly, 
hops and mules, and in the other interests which » systematic and ambitious 
farmer always has. 

Mr, Cloverdali waz married Oetober 1, 1878, to Miss Rosa B. Harmison 
who was born in MeLean county, [Minois. By this union there are six children, 
viz., Alice B., wife of Oscar Remby, residing in Canada; Grace A.; James.; 
A.: Anna S.; Clara Marie and Frank A. Mr Cloverdale is a member of the 
Order of Railway Conductors. 


WILLIAM A. WALTHALL—One of the farmers, stock andl 
fruit growers of Shiloh township, Neosho county, is he whose name heads this 
personal referenw, He eame to Kansas in 1886 and settled in Shiloh town- 
ship where he purehised vighty acres of land which formed the nneleus of his 
present estate. Rorn in Howard county, Indiana, April 10, 1853, Mr. Walthall 
was a con Of Daniel B. and Elizabeth H. (Mascett) Walthall, natives ol 
Virginia and Ohio, respectively. Fred A. Walthall, owr subject’s paternal 
grandfather, and Robhuwrt Pascett, his maternal grandfather, were both native 
sons of Virginia. Daniel Walthall was a carpenter in his younger days and hie 
parents settled in Ohio when he was five years old. Some time after his 
marrige he came out bo Toward county, Indiwnu, where he resided till 1800 
when he returned to Ohio and in 1865, wont Trom there to Hardin connty, 
lowo, where the parents still reside; the father at seyenty-nine and the 
mother at seventy yours of age. They celebrated their fiftieth wedding anm- 
veraory on the 22nd of April, 1902. Their eight elildren are Wilham <A., 
Lovi F., Sovah B., Mary M, Robert M., Blijah D., Jolin T., and Samuel J., 
all of whom, except our subject, reside in Town. ‘The eight children were born 
in fifteen years, the birthdays of the oldest and the vyoutgest coming on the 
same dav and ionth fifteen years apart 
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William A. Walthall passed his boyhood in Indiana, Ohio and Towa, THe 
whs educated in the district schouls and in New Providence academy, a Quaker 
echool, at New Providence, Iowa. March 19. 1884, he wae married, his wife 
being Ida Miller, a native of Ohio and a daughter of John ‘T, and Doreas 
(Ellis) Miller, the former a tative of Ohio and the latter a sister of the 
hoted Dr, Ellis, of Marion, Indiana, ‘The Miller children ure Hiram, a 
banker of Towa Falls, Lowa: Lewis Miller, a farmer of Missouri: Ellis, general 
agent of the Champion Machinery Comapny ut DusMoines, Iowa; David, af 
Chicayo: Laura, Texido, Florence, and Lydia Smith. Mr. and Mrs. Walthall’s 
vhildren are Inez V., Alta D., Clara E., Leroy A., Sarah Ta 

Mr. Walthall had acquired a farm before hig marriage which he disposed 
of preparatory to his advent to Kansas. In hie new location he has come to 
bo one of the farmers of ns township, He las twunty-five acres devoted 
to fruit and the remainder of lis farm of four hundred and forty acres he 
puts Lo the uses of grain and steck, This estate, together with property i 
Thayer, constitutes the results, largely, af Mr. Walthall’s efforts on a Kansas 
farm, The meane be brought here with him have been judicionely expended 
and managed and every dollar of it has yielded moet satisfactory returns 
from the source of its investment. 

Our subject has taken some interest in polities in Neosho county. He has 
served his township ae justice of the peace two terms, as trustee two terms, and 
4a ¢lerk one term. 


ADAM 8. REX FORD—April 17, 1841, the subject of this review was 
born in Canada. His father, Sylvester P. Rexford, was born in New York 
but went to Canada as a young oiau and was there married to Mary Dodge, a 
lady of Canadian birth. He remained in the dominions of the Queen till 1848 
when he returned to the United States and became a citizen of the state of 
Miehigan, In that state he finished his life, dying in L883 at cighty-eight 
years of age. Eis wife died at evighty-seven years old. heir seven children 
were nis J... who died im the army while serving in a Michigan regiment 
durmg the civil war: Jesse D.. who served bis term of enlistment und died the 
uext morning after receiving his discharge; Amelia J.; Charles; Adam &., 
Daniel D., and Anna P. 

Adain 8. Rexford grew 1p in the wooded country of the Southern Penin- 
sula of Michigan. As soon as he became able to handle the ax profitably he 
went into the pineries and chopped logs all winter, in summer working In the 
saw-inills. Following this employment he spent two years logging on the 
river wad then spent his savings prospecting for oil in Canada. Returning 10 
Michivan he rented a farm for two years when, in 1866, he moved to Jones 
county, Towa, and passed thy sneceeding eleven years there. In 1877 he came 
to Kansas and settled near Galesburg. residing there six years and then pur- 
chasing an eighty acre farm in Shiloh township, where he has since resided. 
His farm is five miles south of Thayer, is conveniently improved and, on au 
average, brings its owner a profit year after year. 
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On the 15th of December, 1864. Mr. Rexford married Deborah 3. Corlyin, 
u natice of McComb county, Michigan, and a daughter of Howard Corbin. 
Mrs. Rexford was buried July 12, 1902, and left five children as follows. 
George, of Neosho, Missouri; Ferdinand A., with the Santa Pe company ut 
Morehead, Kansas; Earl I’.. who is with the same company at Morehead ; 
Frank 8., who is ronning the home farm, and Mary L. 

In political affairs Mr. Rexford affiliates with the Democratic party, 


ULYSSES G. GLENTZER—Introducing a young and prosperous far- 
mer of Neosho county we present the name of Ulysses G. Glentzer, of Shiloh 
lownship. He completed the period of tus youth and attained his majority 
in this county and is now in the twenty-fifth year of bis citizenship. Mr. 
Clentar was born in Jay county, Indiana, November 25, 1862, and is a son 
of the venerable settler, John A. Glentzer, well known throughout Shiloh 
township and» native of Pickuway county, Obie. The latter was born on 
22ni1 of September, L832, and is a son of John and Nancy (Hart) Glentzer, 
native Pennsylvania people of German blood. John Glentzer was born August 
4, TOR, and soon after his marriage heeame a settler of Ohio. In 1841 he 
mover out to Jay county, Indiana, and died there at seventy-three years af 
wwe. This wife dicd at about sixty years old. Her parents were taken captive 
in Penneylvania by the Indiane and never again heard of while the five ehild- 
rou were deserted and left to die in the wood, had they not wandered into the 
vicinity of some white settlers and been rescued. 

dohn A. Glentzer was the aldest of five children and was brought up and 
wluwwted in the country schools of Indiana till after his marriage when he spent 
three years in college in Jay county, fitting himself for a teacher. Ife engayed 
in the work but gave it np after three years of servicee—it hemg too confining 
amd trying on his constitution—and turned his attention to farming, Some 
years afterward he engaged in merchandising in Bryant, Indiana, and after 
four years, il also proved too confining and he again heeame a farmer. He 
came west immediately. bought a quarter section of land four miles south of 
Thayer which he developed tito a beautiful homestead and where he has ever 
sinee resided. Tle sueeveded as a farmer and invested lis aoqumulations in 
other lands which he lias shared with his children. He was first married in 
ISS. his wife being Charlotte Noll, a native of Indiana. In 1872 his wife 
died leaving nine children, yiz., Rebecea A., deceased; Samuel M.; Mary I... 
wife of Willimm Chatman; Isabella D., wife of John Platner; Ulysses (.. 
Charlotte, who married Thomas Platner: John Augustus, and one who died in 
infancy. In 1873 John A, Glentzer was married the second time, his wile 
being Mary A. Cuskadevn, a native of Ohio. Tn 1882 the second wife also 
diud leaving five children, nainely, Nancy, wife of L. Paddock; Cordelia, 
single; Martha J., who was accidentally shot at fifteen years of age, Robert A. 
and Abraham M. 
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Ulysses G. Glentser, of this review, started in life with an eighty acre 
tract, which he bought of his father. His ambition wus to get into the cattle 
business and he early accomplished it, He profited so much from his stock 
and lis farm that he became able to purchase other lands as he needed them 
and as a consequence his eelale now embraces three hundred and eighty-nine 
acres, substantially and attractively improved, well stockud with horses, cattle 
and hogs, We inarricd. Mareh 27, 1889, Rozina Adams, » daughter of Rolston 
Walterney Adame who brought his fanily to Kansas in 1871. Ola and 
Andrew are the children of this union, In politics Mr. Glentzer is liberal, but 
is interested im lis farm and stock beyond that of any political or fraternal 
connection, 


WILLIAM BRAINERD—In the your 1867 there came into Neosho 
county a settler whose lify had been passed as a mechanie and volunteer sal- 
dier and whose ohjeet was the entering of piece of the government donrain 
then open and being taken up by men of all climes and conditions. He selectit! 
a good quarter of land, deeded it, and has substantinily improved and developed 
it into one vf the fine farms of the county. This settler and tmonigrant was 
Willivm Bramerid, our enbject. Hu wae born in Madison county, New York, 
November 8, 1532, and was roared there to altain his majority. He was a son 
of Amico and Clarissa (Hopkins) Bramerd, uatives of Massachusette and New 
York, respectively, The father died in 1844 at the age of forty-five while bis 
widow survived HIl 885, dying at the age of sevunty-six years. 

In 1853 My. Brainerd left his native state and directed his eteps wesc 
ward. He stopperl in Illinois and there worked at the carpenter trade wntil 
the breaking out of the rebellion September 10, 1861, he enlisted aga member 
af Company B, First Missourm Nogineers. After some six months service he 
was detached from his command ond made an assistant quarter-master ia 
which capacity he served twa and a half years. This was an important 
position of trust and he filled it with eredil to himself and with satisfaction 
to his superiors. Loe was in the service till the close of hostilities and, upon his 
discharge, returned to the ge of his enlistment. 

Upon taking up civil life again our subject became a wagon-manufacturer 
in which buziness he engaged till the year of his advent to Kansas. The fact 
of his taking a claim here haa already been referred to. His thirty-four yeara 
of residence in this state finde him in possession of two hundred and forty 
acres of land so improved and planned and managed as to make it one of 
the admirable and envied places in Walnut Grove township. Its owner 
has reached a point of financial ease and independence that he can with 
justice to himself and family, devote his time only to general supervision of the 
premises while the actual work can be done by others. There need he no 
anxiety in future about the comforts of life for his labor and his management 
have assured them for all time to come. 

December 21, 1857. Mr. Brainerd was married to Malinda Jane Davis, a 
daughter of Noah and Nancy (Mings) Bavis, the former born in Virginia, 
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and the latter in Kentucky. The Davis's setiled in Fanon county, Illinois, 
at ant early day and there Mrs, Brainerd wns born on the 29th of September, 
1840. Mr. and Mrs. Brainerd’s children are Bertha and Elmer W. Bertha is 
the wife of Dr, DeNiedman, a native of Russia, whose appoinhnent as a sur- 
geon in the United States army was made in 1898, and he is now serving in 
the Philippines, Mrs. DeNiedman was born April 20, 1859, and her brother 
was born just lwo years later. 





PEMBROOK B, KING—The successful farmer mentioned in the in- 
troduction to this sketch has resided in Neosho county since 1870, the year 
that he purchased a preemption right of a settler and oeeupied the claim out. 
of which he has developed his present farm. Mr. King was a settler from 
Hlinois but was born in Ross county, Ohio, on the Sth of January, 1840. 
His parents, John and Mary (Apple) King, were born in Virginia and becanic 
early settlers of Ohio. In 1847 they moved out to Minois and settled im 
Crawford county where the father died in 1868 at sixty-eight years old, while 
the mother passed away mm 1855. Only three of their children are living, Wil- 
liam I., Harvey R., and P- B,, of this review. 

(na farm in Illinois was our subject reared and in the district schools was 
he educated. He enlisted in Anguat, 1862. in Company D, 98th Tlinois volun- 
teer infantry. He served through much of the important work of the war and 
Hoover's Gap and Chickaniauga and Selma were some of the engagements in 
which he took part. Te was wounded by a piece of shell in the Chickamauga 
engagonwnt which laid him up for eight months, after which he was detailed 
to the transportation department at Louisville, Kentucky. As soon as he was 
able for field duly again he rejoined his regiment and remained at the frowt 
till the close of the war. 

The time between the close of the war and his adyent to Kansas Mr. King 
spent on the farm in his home county in Illinois. As @ citizen of Kansas he 
has built op a splendid farm in Neosho county, six miles north of Parsons, 
and the area of ‘his estate numbers one hundred and sixty acres. He is «# 
Republican, a member of the Grand Army and not married, 








LOUIS E. SWOPR—One of the intelligent; farmers and representative 
citizens of Shiloh township, Neosho eounty, is the gentleman whose name 
heads this personal sketch, He was born in Clermont county, Ohio, June 40, 
1854, and isa son of Philip D. and Minerva (Page) Swope, born in Ohio, The 
father was uo farmer anil merchant and died in Ohio at the age of fifty-seven 
and the mother survived to sixty-saven years of age. They were the parents 
of five ohildven, us follows. Mrs. Augusta Cox, of Morehead, Kansas; Thomas, 
of Cherryvale: Charles L,; William Tell, of Morehead, a business man. there, 
and Louis F., of this notices. 

Coming to Kansas in 1878, Mr. Swope, of this review, purchased the 
rights of 4 settler near Morehead in Neosho county, and continued the work 
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of improvement om the horthwest quarter of section 31, township 30. range 
18, Vor ten years immediutely after hie location on his claim Mr. Swope was a 
teahor in the country schools. This ocenpation engaged his time during the 
winter and his farm during the summer and between the wo vocations he 
deeded and developed his farm. In 1887 he received the appointment as clerk 
in the United Stutes Land Office at; Oberlin, Kansas, in which which position 
he served two and a half years, Sneceeding this he was appointed deputy 
register of deeds of Neosho county, under Recorder Alexander, and filled the 
‘ae two years, He has served his township as trustee and as justices of 
Lhe peace, 

im 1896 the Co-operative Company of Morehead established a store and 
chose Mr. Swope to become its imimager. Te took charge of the business at 
once and hae since condueted it with success and profit. The stock at first rep- 
resented an investinent of S200. but now, after six years of euceessful existence, 
the atock is valued at $9,000, a creditable showing for the management of the 
atore. 

Mr. Swope was married in Oberlin, Kansas, October, 1888, to Ella. Clark, 
who ilied the next year, He was married the second tims in Auguet, 1897, his 
wife being Maggie Jones, of Marengo, Indiana. Mrs. Swope is a native of 
Indiona, and is a daughter of Lyman Jones. She came to Kansas in 1895. 
Mr. and Mrs, Swope lave two children, namely, Helen and Edwin. 

My. Swope is an iidependent io polities and has wielded an influence In 
local affaires for many yeare. [is public service has been of that \nselfish, 
efficient sort that makes (he servant popalar and his residence in the county 
Jias been mutually agreenble and profitable, 


WILLIAM MeNAUGIIT—A. vitizen ul Neosho county for the past 
jhirteen years, William MeNaught is well known i Shiloh) township ag er 
farmer and fruit grower. le has resided 1 the stale twenty years and in 
the United States thirty-six years, for he accompanied his parents lither from 
County Lamerick, Ireland, about 1846. He was born in the latter place July 
16, 1846, and ie & son of George MeNaught who married Dianna Moore and 
had « family of tem ehildren. The family settled in Canada the same fall he 
was born, being only four weeke old when they left Treland, on coming fo 
America, and there the father died rather early mm life. 

Willian: MeNaughty our subject. acquired his edneation in the schools 
of Cniada and in that country learned the harnessimakers trade. THe remained 
thera till twenty year? of age when he crossed over to the United States and 
workeat in New York state Yur a lime. He vibrated to and from Canada, ax 
the mood took him, working as a mechanic all the while and saving his 
wages preparatory te engaging in business himself. In 1875 he opened a 
harness business tn Attica, New York, and was there till 1850, Selling his 
store he came ty Kansus where, at Parsons, he spent nine years as a clerk in 
a mereantile louse. In 1889 he purchased a poorly improved farm in Shiloh 
township, Neoshy county, which has been developed under the magic of his 


HISvoRyY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS, 287 


hand into one of the nice places in his township. THe has a bearing orchard of 
twenty acres, nwunierous kinds of froit, forest trees in profusion are planted 
aboub his house and grounds and an attractive two story redidence occupies its 
proper place in the grove. Neatness is the noteworthy characteristic of his 
farm, Everyihing seems to have a place and everything is in its place, which 
displays system as well as neatness. Hie accumulations have all resulted from 
the industry of his own hand and from the ingenuity and wise management 
of his own brain. 

Mr. MeNanghi married in May, 1873, Jennette Howie, a lady of Scotch 
descent and of New York birth. Their four children are William H.. now im 
thy Island of Samar in the Philippines as assistant hospital steward; Hele, 
wite of Fred J. Taylor, of Keosaqua, Towa, and George and Jennie. yet under 
the paternal roof. 

Tn his politieal beliefs Mr. McNaught isa Republican. Tlis public seryine 
is sumed up in a service of two and one-half years ae justice of the peace 
of his township, which aftiee he resigned, 


COMFORT D. SMITH—The subject of this article, Comfort D, Sinitir, 
as the rare distinction of being one of the oldest setilers in Centuryille town- 
ship, Neosho county. TIe was born in Maecoupin county, [limois. Pebruary 10, 
1840, and his father, Comfort Smith, was a mitive of Connecticut, and his 
mother, Clarissa Phelps, was of Penasylyania origin. The parents were mar- 
ned in New York state nnd inoved ont to Illinois and heeame settlers in an 
carly day. ‘hey passed their lives nz lirmers in Macoupin county, that slate, 
and died ut seventy and seventy-five years, respectively. 

Comfort D, Smith was one of nine children in the family and remained 
in Ltinois till past his twenty-foorth year whim he came te Kansas and stopped 
first near Atchison where he worked by the month on a farm, He became a 
teamster at Fort Leavenworth next and did hanling for the government during 
the sununer of 1865, He went to Nebraska in the fall of 1565 and took a 
homestead in Johnson county where he resided four years, coming thence to 
Neosho county, Kansas. Here he purchased a claim which he has developed 
into the productive farm which he now resides on, Te was one that helped 
tu organize his echool district. His land was included in the disputed belt and 
the famous suit. with the railroad for possession and title was one of the many 
hardships through which he had to pass, He planted the seed for a maple 
grove ou his farm and has survived to see large trees forming a pretty grove, 
the inviting feature of the farm. 

April 26, 1866, Mr. Sinith married Priseilla Wood, born in Morgan 
county, Ulinmsa, February 24, 1846, and a daughter of James and Rebecca 
(Conlee) Wood, both native Kentucky people. The parents moved to Ne- 
hraska in 1864 and in 1871 came to Kansas where they resided till 1876 when 
they went back to Tilinoie and died in Morgan county. To Mr. and Mr. 
Smith have been born six chaldren, as follows. James, of Neosho county; 
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Cora, wile of William Knapp, of Colorado City; Zella, who inarried Ira Hicks, 
of boron Kansas; Oscar, died in infaney; Nellie, wife of Jacob Waggoner, 
and Edith, 

Mr. Smith haz contributed of his means and his seryice toward the up- 
building of the internal affairs of his community and as a citizen belongs to 
that numerous and worthy class whose thoughts do not feast upon their 
uthievements hut are content to perform their modest portion without osten- 
tation or show. He has Leen clerk of his township and was chosen by his 
lriends as a candidate on the Democratic ticket. 


MRS MIOME CUMINGS—The snbject of this sketch, one of the early 
settlers of Bir Creek township, Neosho county, was born Mareh 11, 1833, in 
Indiana. Her father was Williain Delaney and her mother, before marriage, 
Nancy Wood, both natives of Muryland, the mother born in Baltimore. The 
parents moved to Indiana about 1830 whence after a residence of a few years 
they moved to Wheeling, West Virginia. There Miome Delaney and Jahn A. 
Comings were married Mareh 15, 1855. 

Mr. Cummings was a native of Ohio, born June 14, 1831. He was taken 
by his parents when a child to Towa where he grew to manhood, but returned 
east and mada bie home for a time in West Virginia. After lis marriage he 
went wes! again and lived for a time in Ohio and Illinois, and then moved ta 
Towa. He was wu resident of thy laat named slate when the civil war came on 
and entered the Union army from there in 1862, enlisting in Company T, 25th 
Towa infantry, with which he served from the date of his enlistment till the 
clos: of the war, taking part in all the operations in Kentuely, Tennessee, 
the Atlunta campaign, the march to the sea, and the campaigns in the Caro- 
ae in whieh Sherman’s army participated, and wus with it at the Grand 
av lew. 

After the war Mr. Cumings returned to Iowa nod resided there till 1868 
when he moved to Kansas and settled m Neosho county taking # claim in 
Big Creek township in section 28, township 27, range 1), whieh after five years 
residence thereon he traded for a claim a mile south in section 28. Here he 
planted his family rooftree and began the task of opening « farm and bailding 
a home when less than two yeurs later, m 1875, he died. Hard as had been 
Mre. Comings’ lot up to that time it was now in some respects woree; for ly 
the death of her hushand she had to take on herself all of their joimt labors and 
responsibilities, and these in a new country and in the circumstances she was 
placed in with a family to raise and educate made her task a particularly 
trying one. But by persevering industry and unbounded faith in the future 
she jade good headway from year to year, and finally had the satisfaction of 
seving her aons and daughters grow up to manhood and womanhood, provided 
those of them who chose to remain with her a guod home, and has now a 
pleasant home and enough to keep herself in comfort in old age. 
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The issue of Mr. and Mrs. Comings are Lather; Nettie, wife of John 
Baird; Mary, Adram, ‘Taylor, Nancy, Herbert, Stella and Matilda, wife of 
Anderson Acres. 

Mrs, Cumings has lived in Kansas for more than a third of a century, 
being oumbered among the oli settlers of the community whure she resides. 
She has seen a great deal of Kanaas from the view point of housewife exper- 
iencing many of its hardehips, and yet there is no more stanuch supporter 
of Kansas interests and none prouder of Kansas history than she. Ooming to 
the state with her husband when their joint possessions consisted of a wagon 
und team, & few household goods and $15 in money, they went through every 
phase of Kansas history as it was experienced by the first settlers, and if ie 
probably this fact that has made the state dearer to her, because into the 
making of it she has, in her humble, unpretentious way, put the energies of 
hor life, and for it enchared all, even the loss of her husband. Her rdeseend- 
anta will doubtless live on Kansas soil for all time to come, and if they should 
they will always have good reason to be proud of what she has done in helping 
to plant civilization and promote the arts of peace on these western prairies, 





DAVID F. DEEM—Of Stark, Neosho county, druggist and chemist, is 
one of the more vecent settlers of Ins adopted county. He became a resident of 
Kansas in 1892, sinee which date he lias been located respectively at Topeka, 
Savonburg and Stark, and all the time identified with the drug trade. He 
wits burn in Indianapolis. Indiana, Janiery 12, 1865, and grew up and was 
ectwvaled in (hut state. James KF. Deem, his father, wig a leading citizen of 
Union City, Indiana. to which point he remover from the capital of the state. 
He married Florella Ferguson, who, liku himeelf, was a maitive of Ohio, Thrive 
children were barn to thei unipo, « son und two daaghters, ‘The mother still 
maintains her home in Union City. 

At sixtuen years of ave, after having lewrned the printers trade in the 
offiee of the Dnion City Times, David F. Deem started on his career as a drig- 
gist. Te entered a store in his home town and commenced the etudy of 
pharmacy, In 1853 he became a student in the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy from which lie gradwited two years later. Hie first. position, ufter the 
vompletion of his course, wis in a large drug house in his native town, Ind- 
lanapolis. Le remained im that house two years when, in 1889, he came weat- 
and teok omploymert with » large establishment in Kansas City, Missouri. LHe 
ramaimed in the metropolis of the Big Muddy threw years and left it to locate 
in Kansas. While in Topeka he was professor of chemetry in the Topela 
Colloge of Medicine for two years. Leaving the state capital he located tem- 
poranly in Savonburg, Allen county, where he held a drug clerkship two years, 
Secing an opportunity to engage in business for himeell, and with good pros- 
pects for the future, he invested his savings in o stock of drugs and druggiats’ 
evindries and established himself in Stark, Kansas. His store was one of the 
important places of business in the little city, was populur and wae doing a 
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thriving trade, when if was overtaken by a conflagration and was destroyed 
with ull its contents. With the small insuranee—200—which he earried he 
purchased the nucleus of another atock and began life over, as it were. 

Mr. Deem was married January 20, 1897, to Miss Anna Kerr, whose 
lather, Kanee Kerr, brought her to Kansas from Ohio when a child. Mr, 
Kerr was one of the carly settlers of Grant township, Neosho county, 

Mr. Deom is gradually recovering from his fire losses and is enjoying a 
steadily increasing business, Tle engages somewhat in Republican politics for 
his own amusement and the geod of the party, being at this time committer- 
man frow Grant township. Asa reereation he iz editor of the Stark News, one 
of the best papers mi the county. Ile is a prominent Mason and is active in 
lodge work, and altogether is somewhat of a rastler, with hopes and prospects 
for the foture. 


—_—————~—™  —_— 


WILLIAM W. GRAVES—The person whose name intreduces thi- 
urticle is the editor and proprietor of the St. Pan! Journal. Young in years 
and with a eomparatively brief experience in business, bis life work is hefore 
nin and his history is necessarily brief. Born near Blineo, Washington county, 
Korntneky, Oetober Wi, 1871, Mr. Graves is a son of James P, Graves of Mont- 
vomery county, Tndiana. This parents were also native of the state of Kentucky 
and bis mother wae, before her marriage, Minerva Ballard. In 1881 they left: 
their native state and tool up their abode in Neosho county, Kansas. The 
father ongaged tu Wueiness in St. Paul and a few years later, removed to his 
present lowtion. Elo wae bern in 1862 and bis wife js one year hie junior. 
Nine of their eleven children are yet living and William W. is the first born. 

The eduration of our subject was obtained in the district schools and in 
St. Mrancis [netitute in St. Paul from which school he was graduated in 191. 
His business careor began with a clerkship in hie father’s store in St. Paul in 
whieh position he had the management of the affairs of the firm for one year. 
He then turned bis attention to evhool teaching, which he followed one year. 
About this time he decided ta learn the printer’s trade and made arrangement 
with the Pittsburg World to “take him on” without wages, him to “board 
himself.” Te worked, completed his contract with them the first year and 
his naive was then entered woon the payroll. The World was a daily paper 
and in 1893 ib was moved from Pittsburg te Girard, Kansas, and Mr. Grayes 
went with it as loeal editor, He remained in Girard till 1895 when The 
World suspended publication. The first day of January, 1896, he became con- 
nected with the Neosho County Journal, a weekly paper published at St. Paul 
and owned by Filvsiinmons Brothers, [Le purchased a one-fourth interest in 
the paper at the start and ia August following took the remaining interest hy 
purchase and has since hoes the paper's editor and owner. He changed i's 
nume, on bevoming chief of Ute ofice, to St. Paul Journal. The paper was 
estublished in 1868 by John TT. Scott. Tt is Democratic in politics and sings 
the praises of St. Paul and Neosho county. 
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April 80, 1895, Mr. Graves was marcie«d to Miss Ewana Hopkins, u New 
York lady who came to Kansas with hw parents in 1874. She ie a daughter 
of Joshua B. and Charille Hopkins. 

Tn 1896 Mr. Graves was elected to the city council and again in 1897. 
He served as clerk of the city and us clerk of his township and in each of those 
ollices has acquitted himself creditably. Me is clerk of the St. Paul camp of 
Modern Woodmen and holds » membership in the local lodges of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen, Royal Neighhors of America and Anti-Horee 
Thief Association. 

January 6, 1902, he was oleeted editor of the official paper of the Anti- 
Horse Thief Association, Kansas Division, and given the contract for publish- 
ing the same by & special committees appointed hy the state meeting of the 
order beld at Indepoendnee, Kansas, October 16 and 17, 1401, Although many 
predicted the papor would cventnally fail the “A. TT, T. A, Weekly News” és 
alive unt prosperous today. It started with a circulation, from Mr. Graves’ 
offive of ceven hundred copies, paid up, and from February 6, to May 6, cight 
hundred more subscriptions were added to the list. ‘The News has been 
recognize! by the officers of the Missouri and Mlingis divisions of the order 
as their official paper and as the official paper of their divisions. 


MRS, KATE MPPTCHNLL—?Phe venerable subject of this personal 
reference i= a euceese!ul farmer ul Centerville township, Neosho county, und 
is 4 hative Of Ontario, Cunnada. where in Otonabee connty, she was bern wn 
the Sth day of Angust, 1840. Her parents were George and Margaret (Gra- 
lum) rskine, born im Treland and came to America about 1820 and settled in 
Canada. where the father died at sixty-five and the mother at fifty-eight years 
ald. Two of their seven children were born in the eld country and all except 
one subject reside still in the, Dominion of the Wing. 

In 1856 Mrs, Mitchell, then a young lady, beeanie o resident of Delwall 
county, Mlinois, where she was married im 1848, to Nerman Mitchell, Her 
husband was a native of Alleghany county, New York, born May 26, 1827, 
This childhood and youth were spent on the farm and his education was obtaine 
in the country schools. He was of French extraction and ie of the Boston 
family of Mitchells whose family geneology is now being compiled, He emue 
weet to LMinois with his parents im 1837 and settled in DeKalb county, where 
he resided till attaining his majority. In carly life he went to Oregon and 
spent several years on the Pacific const. Returning cast he was married and 
directly moved lo Towa where he purchased land and resumed the occupation of 
lie boyhood, THe remained in that state till 1877 whem he brought his famuly to 
Kaneas and established them in Neosho county; here he died on the 7th 
of May, 1880, 

When her hughand died Mrs. Mitchell was living on a rented farm and 
was left with seven children to provide for and to educate. She soon pur- 
chased one hundred and sixty aeres of land and the real battle of life hegan. 
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What she and the children have acoomplished is best shown hy the possession of 
a well improved farm, with no debts and with a personal credit of the tiret 
order. From u position of penury and scarcity to one of plenty and indepen- 
denes was a long road and a hard pull and none but these with a parallol 
experience will ever know tho sleeplessness and anxiety of this mother while 
guiding ber little eraff over this sca of experience. She has survived to wit- 
ness all her chiktren reach maturity and all but two to go out into the word 
and take their places among honoved people of their communities. Eugene, 
the oldest, resides in Hrie; Frank is in Colorado; and so is Marry; Alta is the 
wife of Levi Waggoner, and Maude is the wife of Charlee Waggoner; and Roy 
and Maggie are with the mother on the old home. ' 

Despite the disadvantages of Mrs, Mitchell in later hfe, she is a woman of 
iittellivence and information, She ts something of a reader of papers and 
periodicals aod is a good listener and # close obseryer. Experience has tanyht 
her ra valuable and pratical things, and, after all, they are the real lessone 
of life. 





J. B, JONES—Prominent among the svecessful farmers and stock 
growers and dealers of Neosho county is J, B. Jones, of Walnut Grove town- 
ship. Tle came to Kansas when bat a youth of eighteen and has consequently 
resided within ils confines jnore than o third ofa century, Although his bertis 
and early trainings oveurred ¢lsewhere, he is essentially a Kansan and possesses 
all the elements of enterprise and thrift and pueh of the best of his calling. 
He was born in Logan county, [linois, August 23, 1849, a son of a pioneer Lo 
that state who wae bwice in Iris life a settler upon the frontier of ctyilization. 
When Larkin Jones, our subjects father, was four years old his father and 
wother emigrated from Kentucky and took up their residence in Ilbinoils. 
In that stute Larkin Jones wie married to Sarah Bodkin, an Ohio lady, whe 
hore him seven sens and four daughters, nine of whom are living. Thi 
parents resided im T)linois and were sneeossful ‘tillers of the soil there, in a 
emall way, till 1867 when they left the prairie stute and reached Kansas oli 
the 29th day of October. ‘They settled near Osage Mission where they improy- 
ed a new farm und achieved a still greater success in the raising of gram and 
stock than in Thinois, he parents spent their last few years in retirement in 
Walnut, dying there, the father on August 2. 1899, at seventy-seven and the 
mothor twenty-three days later, at seventy-one years of nage, 

J. B. Jones was ie third son of Larkin Jones and wife and was given 
snch meager schooling as fell to the lot of the sons of pioneers. In 1868 he 
staked off the clatm which ia nuw included within the area of his farin and, 
with charanteristic energy and youthful ambition, eet about its improvement 
and surface development. Tt was the 11th day of Jone of 1868 that the work 
of improvement began and then he found himself one of a very few settlers 
in his townehip. There was everything present to remind one of the outekirts 
of civilization, the roving and worthless Indian, the wolf, deer, and other wild 
game. F'rom 1868 till 1872, April 7, our subject maintamed a» bachelor’s 
ranch, He did the work of the field by day and the work of the domicile at 
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night. (m the latter date he was married to Miss Rosanna Burns, a native of 
the same state with himself. hey were permitted to live in each other's 
company and confidence only len years when dwath claimed the wife on the 
anniversary of thei! marriage, leaving Charles H., Eatella and Ernest L. as 
her living issue. On the 20th of January, 1885, Mr. Jones married Miss 
Honore McCarty, a daughter of William and Mary (Shine) McCarty, and born 
im Illinois on the 11th of December, 1861. June 4, 1870, her parents eame to 
Kansas and have resided here the remainder of their lives. The ivsne of this 
second marriage was six childron of whom Alice T., Joseph B. and Sarah M. 
Survive. 

Kor some years Mr, Jones has been a Iyer, feeder and shipper of stock. 
He handles up into hundreds during the course of a year and in the first half 
of 11 he sold more than five thousand dollars worth in the Kansas City 
market. Considering that thie record is one of a youth who started in life 
practically penniless and who, by his own industry and hnsiness judgment, has 
acquired a title to two hundred ond forty acres of fine soil, well improved, weil 
tilled and well stocked, it is i most creditable showing and one which the eom- 
ing generations would do well to emulate, 

In polities Mr. Jones is a Democrat. He has been elected to fill the 
iflives of clerk and treasurer of his township, each two terms, and is regarded 
as ane of the highly honorable aud substantial citizens of his county, He is 
the father of ten children, six new living. Tle is a workman by practive and 
rs ea for he belongs to Walnut lodge of the Ancient Order of United 
workmen. 


WILLIAM W. HESS, of Neosho connty, was born in Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, November 18. 1830. His parents, John H. and Anna (Jones) 
Hess, were Pennsylvania people and were fruit growers and farmers, ‘The 
father waa born in 1804 and died in 1886, while his wife was born in 1808 and 
died in 1890. Five of their six children are living, namely, Mary Plizabeth, 
William W., John E., Alcinus and Margaret. 

William W. Hess was the second child. He was reared on the farm and 
received a common school education. His early career a= a farmer was inter- 
rupted suddenly by the outhreak of the civil war, for he enlisted in October 
1862, in Ringold Battalion of eavalry, afterward made the 22nd Pennsylvania 
cavalry. He was a member of Company E, and appointed a corporal. This 
regiment formed a part of General Sheridan's command and consequently sow 
as much hard service a5 any other regiment in the army. A general order 
was promulgated and read to the men on dress parade declaring that the 22nd 
Pennsylvania cavalry had taken part in more engagements and had captured 
more prisoners than any other regiment of cavalry in the whole army. Durin, 
the winter of 1863-4 Mr. Hess returned home at the end of the war an 
remained in his native state as a farmer till the fall of 1860, when he came to 
Kunsas. . 
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_ Our subject's life in the Sunflower state began with his taking a claim 
in Neosho county, four miles north of St. Paul, He brought the characteristic 
Pennsylvania energy and industry with him and both were earnestly applied to 
the reduction of wild nature and the improvement of his farm. Fences and 
honses and barns have been built and trees and hedges were planted which 
add beauty to the howwsteal and give comfort to its occupants. The aren 
of the farm has increased to two hundred and forty acres and its fertility i- 
such as to produce abundantly of all the gruins and seeds common to the fields 
of Kansas, 

Three years after Mr. Mess located upon his claim he took to himself .a 
companion, jarring on the #8th of January, 1872, Miss Anna Hayimaker. 
Mrs. Hees wae born in Ohio and came to Kansas the aame year as her hne- 
band, with her juirents, Allen and Rhoda (Foot) Taymaker, natives of 
Penn A vamiia. 

he chiliren of Mr. and Mrs. Hess are eight in number. as follows. 
John A.; May, wife of William Reynolds; Charles HK; William W., Jr.: Benja- 
min FF, Albert. Pred and Lewis Rae John A. isa merehant ut Trent, Kansas: 
May resides at Erie: Charles and Benjamin are farmers, and William W. is 
attending eollege at Springfield, Missouri. Mr. Hess has taken much interest 
in the welfare of his children, educating and training them and aiding them to 
start in business. 

The settlement of Mr, Hess in Neosho county marked an era in the 
history of its progress. for he has been the architect of one of the most beantiful 
hemes and Yarms in all Walnut Grove township, It is one that would be 
selected hy frequenters of the public highway as heing the typical country 
place and the product of long years of work, perseverance and waiting, 





JACOB WAGGON ER—The subject of this personal reyiew is a repre 
seutative of the worthy farners of Neosho county and has been a eitizen here for 
the past tweuly-five years, Tle is w native of Atiglaize county, Ohio, and was 
born Beptember 22, 1830. He is a sun of Charles C. Waggoner and Elizabeth 
(Stickler) Waggoner, of Pennevivania and Ohio birth respectively. Charles 
(, Waggoner went to Ohio as a young man and there learned the traile of u 
mill-wright and followed it lhroughont life. While on the way to visit ous 
subjuct in Kansas he died at Parsons, within fifteen miles of his destination, 
in LA78 at the age of seventy-three years. His wife died in 1873 at the age of 
sixty-five, Ten childran were bern to them of whom five survive ;three tn Kansas 
and two in Ohio. 

Jucob Waggoner was reared on a farm and in a mill, also. He had ex- 
perience enough in beth placee to became proficient im either, He followed 
mifling for a number of years and then changed his occupation to farming. 
In 1861 he was married) to Mary Ellen Chim, a daughter of Rlias and Mary A. 
Clum. Ten ehildren resulted from this murringe, as follows. John A., of 
Pareon=; Levi Bo: Charles £2: Daniel PL; George J.; David 3; Jesse C.: Katie, 
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wile of PL FP. Sanders; Golda My a teacher in the public schools of Neosho 
county, wnd Sallie A., who died in infaney, 

In 1865 Mr. Waggoner settled in Taxewell county, Tlinois, where he was 
engaged in farming for cloven years, coming thence to Kansas, where he pur- 
chased a prairie farm of one hundred and twenty aeres. Tle owns now a 
quarter seetion on which is erected a commodious house and roomy barn and 
which produces in abundance of the crops of outs, wheat, corn and flax, The 
neatness with which the farm is kept characterizes its owner who learned in 
lis youth that order and system are the first rules of success. 


CHARLES 0, EWAN, of Neosho county, has resided in Kansas for the 
just decade, having eome into the stale in the year 1890. Tle was reared im 
Indiana and if was from Newton county, that state, thal he hails. Tfis 
birth occurred in Jennings county, neur the town of Vernon, Indiana, February 
22, 1856. is father wus Samael Ewan and his mother’s maiden name was 
Nancy Speneer, The latter were born both in our subjeecl’s native state and 
both died there, in Newton county, the father in 1888 at fifty-nine years of 
aye and the mother the sume year at the age af fifty-six years. Four children 
were reared by these parents, the three surviving being William, of Crawford 
county, Kansas; Charles O.. and Waller, who resides in Newton county, 
Indiana, 

The subject of this brief record was trained upon a farm und acquired lis 
edueation in the detrict schools of his native state, On the 28th day of Septem- 
ber, 1881, he was married to Mies Oma Lyons whose parents, John and Kate 
(Gull) Lyons, were nutives of the state of Ohio. ‘The father died in More. 
Ewan’s ehildhood, while the mother reeudes with her daughter berein. Mr. 
Ewan settled on the east line of Neosho county when he came to Kansas, where 
he owns a firm of two hundred and forty acres. Ths noprovements are those 
of thi energetic and thrifty farmer and his premises constitute one of the de- 
sirable farmsteads in Grant township. 

Mr. Ewan’s family constitutes himself, wife and three children. His is 
the provailing polities of Kansas and he emphasizes his interest in Republi- 
ean sucess by a citizen’s service in political canrpaigne, 


AMBROSE PEERCY—One of the self-made and imdependent young 
farmers of Grant township, Neosho county, is Ambrose Peerey, of this review. 
He wae barn in Wayne county, Kentucky, October 18, 1867, and is a eon of 
Mark Peerey, born in the Corn Cracker state, and married there to Miss 
Sarah Hieks, ‘The father died in 1871 and the mother eight years later in 
the state of their nativity. Seven children were orphaned hy the beads of 
thie family passing unto the great beyond, but the older ones possessed the 
eourage to do the part of father and mother for the younger and the children 
remained together. At the age of nineteen our subject began life—started 
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upon an independent career. He came west, stopping in Chautauqua county, 
Kansas, hiring 1# a farm hand near Peru. His wages were sixteen dollars 
per month and he contioued to sell his labor thus for six years, being the first 
young man about Peru to lay up a hundred dollars. At the end of this 
period he provided nunself with a team and implements for farming, but before 
starting in for himself he attended to the preliminary arrangements incident 
thereto—yot married. He had met Miss Eva Kimbrell and on the 27th of 
Augost, 1891, made her his wife. The young couple took up their residence 
in Neosho county and established themselyes upon a rented farm. Mrs. Peerey 
was born in Indiana and is a daughter of Joseph Kimbrell. In eight years 
Mr. Peervy, with the invaluable assistance of his companion, had accumulated 
aullient to purchase two hundred acres of land one mile west of Stark and 
upon this he spends his time and energy, The stock bosiness has claimed a 
portion of his attention and he finds the raising of both cattle and horses a 
profitable pastime, His improvements haye kept pace with his earnings and 
are such as to provide convenience and comfort for his stock. 

Two children have been born to the Peerey household, Flora, born July 24, 
1593, and Raymond, born July 4, 1896. Mr. Peercy is a Republican and 
maintains a membership in the Modern Woodmen fraternity, He has made 
it pay by coming to Kansas and the day was most auspicious when he left 
Kentucky. 


CHARLES lL. DUTCHER—The veterinary practice of the vicinity of 
St. Paul ie ably cared for and represented by Charles L. Duteher, of this article. 
He is one of the “old settlers” of St. Paul, or “The Mission,” as it was called 
then, and hie livery business is the chief of ite kind tm the little city. 

Mr. Dutvhersis an ¢astern man. Te was born in Tioga county, New 
York, (December 25, 1859.) as was his father, Tracey BE. Dutcher, His mother 
nee Margaret Shackelton, wae a Tioga county lady. The father of omr subject 
was 4 farmer, a carpenter and a loeal Methodist Episcopal preacher. He and 
his wife were the parents of four children, two of whom still survive. bo 
1844 the wife and mother died, while the father lived till 1875. The latter 
wos married a sceond time and had a family of etx children, 

Charles Le Duteher and his sieter, Marv 7. Fealey, are the surviving 
children of thetr mother. Mrs. Fraley resides in Elmira, New York. Mr. 
Dutcher spent the years from his sixth year to his fifteenth in Bradford county, 
Pennsylyania, At the latter age he returned ta his native state and county. 
He was apprenticed about this tine to a cabinet and wagon-maker and wher he 
had served his time be world at the trade till 1860 when he went to Owego, 
New York, and ran a line of hacks and an den business till the war of the 
rebellion came on, He enlisted in July, 1863, in Company D, 14th New York 
volunteer infantry. He served two years and over and his chief engagement 
was that of Rappahannock Station, out of which he came without a seratah 
from a rebel ball, At the close of the war he wae discharged, went to New 
York City, and there in April, 1866, was married, He went to work m the 
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Filth Avenue livery, driving coaches, and remained at that place two yeare, He 
changed his business then, going to Towanda, Pa. by request of his father, and 
there he engaged in the business of contracting and building. He followed 
this till 1870 when he came to the prairies of Kansas and took a claim in 
Crawford county. He lived on and was engaged in ils improvement for three 
cars, then traded it for a block of ground in Osage Mission, erected a store 
milding and engaged in merchandising. This business he followed somo 
fifteen years and sold his lots and buildings to the Lindel Hotel company and 
began handling horses, buying and shipping for three years. He then built a 
large livery barn and stocked it with sume of the best turn-outs that could 
be had, rigs that would compete successfully for business in any city. He 
opened his livery with a genuine glare that probably surpassed anything of the 
kind in Neosho county and be has sinee econdueted it with a skill that uatoral 
inclination alone can meure. As a “housekeeper” he is strikingly neat and 
tidy. His premises appear to have just been dressed, at all business hours. 
Repairing js done when it is first needed and there is no unkempt and ghift- 
less atmosphere pervading his premises. Ue hae practiced veterinary work for 
many years und his suceess teaches that he has a perfect understanding of the 
ils of horse flesh, 

Mr. Duteher’s wife was, before her marriage, Mies Elizabeth 8. Hallen- 
beck, of Hudson, New York. One ehild, a son, was bern to them. He ts 
Charles Wesley Dutcher, of Sugar City, Colorado. 

Mr. Dutcher is a meritorious citizen and a good man for his town. His 
business is well followed and because of this fact the interests of St. Paul are 
hatter conserved, He is liberal and possesses the sentiment of push and. 
progress and when anything is wanted for his town he helps to get if. 





J.C, TUCKER—AI! honor is due him who helps with hand and heart 
in the preservation of Lhe integrity of his country: who resists to the death 
the assaults of ite enenies, and who, when peace and quiet is restored, returns 
to the civilian ranks to vacations promotive of the urts of peace. The citizen 
soldiery of the United States are peace-lovers wind peace-promoters, and foel- 
ing and sentiment prompt it to a high regard for right and justice between 
niin and man, enemy or friend, These characterietics constitute, in great part, 
the difference between the soldier of uw Republie and that of a despot, hence, the 
ranown of the United States volunteer, world-wide and world-famons. ‘The 
homes and flresides of owr broad lund are maintamed by thousands who 
“lined up” at their country’s call and every hamlet and village and settlement 
ig honored by the presence of veterans of our humanity-elevating contests. 
A citizen who is numbered conspicuously among these citizen soldiers is te 
whose name introduces this brief notice, J. C. Tueker. 

He was born in Hawkins county, Ohio, February 14, 1844, and his parents 
were Samucl and Rachel (Dary) Tucker, the former born in Green county, 
Kentucky, and the latter in the state of Virginia. The father lived to be 
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seventy-five yours of uge. Only three of their seven children survive, namely, 
J, O., Sylvester and Angustus. In 1846 the parents of these children mover 
into Illinois where they residwl in the country, rearing and educating their 
children to habite of mdustry and to principles of charity and loyalty, Angnyt 
4, 1862, our subject enlisted in Company K, 96th Illinois voluntear infantry, 
and served to the elose of the war He was an actual participant in much of 
the hard service of the last three years of the war, being in the Chickamauga 
campaign and helping to fight all the battles leading up to the capture of the 
city of Atlanta. On the return of General Schoficld’s army north from 
Atlanta the memorable and bloody battles of Franklin and Nashville were 
fought. In the battle of Chicamauga our subject was seriously wounded hy 
the explosion of a piece of a shell, it penetrating his skull, and the force of the 
eyplosion tearing and stripping his clothing from his body, At another time 
his havoersack was shot off of him, indicating strongly the dangers to whieh 
the volunteer soldier of the rebellion subjected himself in the cause of patriot- 
isn. When he was mustered out Mr. Tucker took up his residence in Indian 
where he remained dill 1870 when he brought his little family and their Low 
elfeets lo Kansis. Three yeare before he came west, on February 6, 1867. ne 
was murriod to Miss Elmira Shreve, who died on the 9th of September, 1875. 
She had lived on the frontier of Kansans five years and had aided her youn 
eoldicr husband in hie early efforts toward establishing a home here and her 
rumoval was uw serious loss to him. On the 15th of March, 1877, Mr. Tuckor 
marriad Miss Anna Agh, a native of Audrain connty, Miesouri, who died April 
3, 1900, after having lean a helpful and encouraging companion to her hos- 
band for nearly a quarter of # century. Three children were the result of the 
union of Mr, Tucker and his first wife. Alfred, Harry and Effic. By his 
second muirriage seven children were born, Garretl, Wesley, Mary, Ada, Blsiv, 
Crusta and Malward. 

Mr, Tucker settled upon his present home when he came to Konsas., He 
entered if as a claim and whatever of excellence it has reached in the realm of 
development and in its approach to perfection is due to his care and industry. 
Nxpansion has been an mement in tis tuakeup for his possessions have in- 
ervased from a quarter to # half section of land and liz herd from a very few 
te a half hundred or more cattle and hogs. In his relation to his fellows Me. 
Tueker ie ever honorable and etraight forward and whatever is of interest oy 
rs to education or to the morals of his household finds in him a aupporter and 

riend. 


WILLIAM M. GRAY—The subject ot this review was bern in Carlyle, 
Clinton county, Illinois, Murch 24, 1860, His parents were Willian &. 
and Mary ©. (Moore) Gray, the father a native of the state of Tennessee, 
the mother bern tn Lilinois of Revolutionary stock. The father was horn 
near Nashville, and, bout 1847 inoved to Ulinois where he was married. By 
profession he was a lawyer and practiced in the courts as a protege of 
Abraham Lincoln. to whoin he was a particular friend, and with whom 4e 
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campaigned in those early days in “The Prairie State” The Moores were 
origmally fram Virginia and our subject’s mother was a lineal descendant of 
Captain John Moore, a patriot of the American Revolution. William H. 
(iray was bern in 1820 and died ti 1884 while his wife was ten vears his 
Junior and died in 1882, being the mother of three children. ‘'I'wo of these 
children survive, namely, Emma, wife of §. 1D. May, of Decatur, [limois, anil 
the subjoet of this sketel. 

Wilham M. Gray was the youngest of his father’s family. ‘Che country 
school house where he was reared was his edneational Mecea till his entrance to 
the high school in Decatur, December 22, 1883, he was married to Fannie 3. 
Smith, a daughter of Benjamin F. and Rmily Smith, of Decatur. After mar- 
ridge My. Gray entered thy Hamilton Seminary, a theological institution at 
Hawilton, New York. He graduated there in 13893, snd was ordaimed minister 
wil called to the charge at the Baptist church in Brewster, New York. Later 
le deeepled a call from the chureh of Fondulae, Wisconsin. He was a hard 
cLudent and the intense strain upon his eyes caused their partial failure of 
sight und he was forced to give up his work and suk other fields of useful- 
nose for atime. In Lh04 he came to Kansas and purchased a lumber yard in 
St. Paul, in company with J. W. Tackman, the firm being Gray & Hackman. 
hi 18) Mr. Gray moved his family te lus new location and from St. Paul 
rumovel to Chanute where he is now serving na paetor of the First Baptist. 
church, having retired from the mereantile bnsinees. 

Mr. and Mre Gray's children are Cleora, Harry B., William ML, Jr, and 
A. J. Gordon. 


GEORGE F. SAMPSHEL—In the words of Decker, “Honest labor bears 
0 lovely face” = And what labor is there which bears more strongly the mark of 
true honesty than that of the farm. Vuried us if is, and in so many of ite 
forme honorable toe, yet he who fills the soil wears the crown. It ts this 
vharavler of Jubor, ina vreat measure, whieh builds homes upon the plain and 
in forest and transforme the wilderness ito the abiding place of man, The 
same general plan of civilization-establishinent bas been followed from Ply- 
iouth anc Jamestown and Albemarle to Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St, Lovis and 
the fur woat, and when it had reached the prairies of Kansas its promoters 
were only & trifle more daring wud ingenious, andl) much more enlarged and 
expansive in ther notions, than their forefathers, 

Neosho county does not omimber among her pioneers the subject of this 
brie! article, Ter first settlers came te her borders twenty-tive years before 
he loft the Prairie state of the east and onrolled hintself as a citizen of the 
county. But be hae helped to establish civilization there for he hag iniproved « 
laree area of its wild Jand und developed it into a fertile and beautiful farm 
and has reared an hoennrable family to carry on and continue the work. Like 
many of his contemporaries, My. Sumpeel is from Ulinois, in Kantales 
eounty of whieh state he was born September 14, 1849. His father, John 
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Sainipacl, was a Pennsylvania German who went into Ohio as a boy, Was reared 
ind married there to Sarah Ann Rodgers, In early life John Sampsel was 
a latter but in middle and later life became a farmer and lived from the laber 
of the farm and field, Fle went into Tlinois when that state was new, and 
continued his custom of “keeping up with the Frontier” by coming to Kansas 
in 1887. Tle died at the home of his son in Neosho county in 18— ut the 
ave of wehty-five years, Tis wife preceded him many years at the age of 
aixty-two, Theirs was a family of ten children, only three of whom suryive. 
viz., Argrin A., of [llinois; Mrs, Sarphina Magruder, of the same state, and 
George F., our subject. 

The subject of this review is the younpest of hie father’s family and at the 
age of seventeen began life independently, Te joined his two brothers, then 
livitig. ia a plan te purchase the family homestead, Their partnership existes 
eight years when their property was divided and George F. took his share of 
the proceeds and went into Trqnoia county, Illinois where he purchased a farm 
ail tonde Iris home for ten years, In 1884 he disposed of this tract and brought 
hie rather limited capital to Kansas. He spent a few months, upon hie arrival 
in the Sunflower state, in Sumner county, but the same fall settled in Neosho 
couTily where he started with one hundred ane sixty aerés. Te set diligently 
in work, plowing anil planting and surrounding himeelf with a supply of 
stock und as the veors have sped by has gradually found himself growing 
finrneially stronger and approaching nearer and nearer to a larger degree of 
indupendence. The aron of his farm has expanded to five hundred and sixty 
avres aod the nombers of his stock have mereased to hundreds of head. He 
hak come to be rocognized ne one of the prominent shippers of his end of the 
county and his suas in brooding and raising fine blooded horses is mark 
and positive. 

Maroh 25, 1877, Mr Sampsel was married in Tlinois to Miss Sarah Har 
lan. Thoir six chililren are Effie M., Lydia A,, Charles C., Mabel Bell, Elmer 
Arthur ond Harry C. 

Through industry and good inanagement has Mr. Sampsel come into 
possession of lis desirable estate and reached a position of senvi-opulenee, He 
vane west when opportunities were plentital and waiting for persons of the 
right composition to snatch them and he was not slow to seize one. He joined 
the Republican party in early life and hat bad something to do with the 
transaction of the public husiness t) Grant township, having served as its treas- 
uver, Tn all things he is prompt and reliable and serves the public as he 
would serve himeel. 


JOSEPH MeGINNTS8S—On the 14th of August, 1847, the subject of this 
eketeh waa born in New York City, now Greater New York. His fathur was a 
Scotch tailor, Turner McGinnis, who came to the new world in the firat half 
of the Nineteenth century. Ue located in the metropolis of the United 
States and was there married to Miss Mary Brand, an Trish lady. Rather late 
in life he removed westward into the Prairie state and died there, in Me- 
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Donough county, in 1893 at the age of seventy-three: his wife haying passed 
away in the winter of 1848. | 

Joseph MeGinnis was reared in town until twelve years of age. at which 
time he went into the country to do furm work by the mouth, He was so 
employed for three years when, at the age of fifteen, he enlisted in the 11th 
Ulinwis cavalry, Robert G. Ingersol’s degiment. He served his full term of 
enlistment of three years and saw some of the “rough and tumble” that took 
place in the south, Tle was in the battle of Gun Town, Mississippi andl 
Parker’s Cross Roads, Tennessee, and other engagements and akirmishea, and 
was taken prisoner by General Forrest in one of these—on Grierson’s raid. He 
was held thirty days and, with four others, made his escape by awimming the 
Yazoo river and risking their lives on the outeome of the attenrpt. 

For three years alter his discharge from the service our snbject remained 
in Illinois, a farmer. He then, in 1868, came farther weet and settled in 
Kansas, Te located in Kriv where he engaged in the livery bosiness and con- 
tinted tt, with a partner, for three vears, when he hired to a firm to elerk tor 
and siperintend a sawmill, Leaving this latter employment he took up a pince 
of government land in Walnut Grove township, Neosho county, proved wp the 
same and deeded it, During this period, and for wany years after it, he lived 
the life of a bachelor, In Febroary, 1886, he was married to Miss Luey Chat- 
terton, a New York Indy of Anglo-German lineage, Two danghters have come 
to bless this mmion, viz, Mary and Abigail, aged 14 and 12 veara, Mr, Me- 
Saws is A Mason, member of Erie lodge, No. 76, and is politically a Repub- 
ivan, 


CLIN'TON L. RANDALL, M. D.—Dr. Randall, as a settler of Neosho 
county, is of recent date, but he is firmly established at Morehead as a ploysi- 
clan and draggeist, of which interests he is a worthy representative, 

The state of Missouri ig our subject's native place and he was born in 
Macon county, August 18, 1873. Wis father ie Captain James M, Randall, a 
farmer of Macon county, Missouri, and and a native of the state of New York 
and his mother was Martha M. Pollard, a Wisconsin lady, Captain Randall 
was born in the year 1841 and is a son of Ora P. Randall, a native of Vermont, 
Captain Randall came ont to Missouri early in life and when the war came 
on enlisted in Company G, 21st Wisconsin infantry, and served nearly four 
years, being mustered ont as captain of his company, a promotion he won for 
distinguished service during the rebellion. His regiment experienced macs 
of the hare service incident to the war. was a part of the Army of the West, 
and went with Sherman's troops to the sea and northward through the Caro- 
linas to the last scenes of the war. 

The war over, Captain Randall took np his residence upon a farm im Wie- 
consi, remaining there three vears, at the end of which time he returned to 
Missouri where he and and his wife reared their family and have the high 
regard of-their fellow citizens, Their children are Lena RK, wife of TN. 
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Decker, of Callao, Missouri; Linden M., of the same point; Clinton L., of thie 
review, aud Myrtle, yet a member of the home circle. 

Dr, Randall grew up on the Macon county, Missouri, farm and acquirer 
his imermediate education in the common schools, He attended the State 
Normal school at Wirksville two years and two years in the Macon Military 
academy where ho graduated at the age of twenty-one years. After teaching 
two years he took up the study of medicine under the direction of Dr. W. Y. 
Yates, of Callao, Missouri, When prepared for college he entered the North- 
western Medical College al Clivayo, where he conmpleted the course, ond 
vradnated in 1900, CGuing at onee to Poeblo. Colorado, he entered the C. FP. 
& 1. hospital where he had a practice of six months. The following six monthe 
he did the surgical work for a Wyoming mining company and then, in the 
fore part of 1001, le came to Kansas and wie located a short time at Cherry- 
Vale. Purchasing the drug store and practice of Dr. McConnell at Morehead, 
lie established himeelf at this point m the month of October, 1901. 

June 27, 1901. Dr. Randall marriod Bessie L. Benning, a lady of his 
home county in Missouri. She is a daughter of Hardin P. Benning, a native 
vf Missouri, who married Misa Mary E. Collier and reared a family of four 
children, Mrs, Randall was born on the 27th of July, 1877, and is the mother 
of a daughter, Mary M. 


EDWIN H. MINARD—Among the pioneers of Neosho county and ver 
orans of the civil war is KH. H. Minard, the person whoee name introduces this 
brief record. He was born in Medina emmty, Ohie, April 29. 1842, and te the 
sion horn in a family of eight children, His father wae Milton D. Minard, 
a native of Obie, and his mother was Hannah KB. Smith, a lady of New York 
birth. Milton TD. Minard was by trade a cabinet maker, In 1842 he settled in 
Victoria, Mlinois, on the frontier, and in 1861 he enlisted in Company UH, 51st 
Illinms infantry for serviee in the civil war, In L865 he came to Kansas, 
again casting his lot with the people of the prairie pioneers, He settled in 
Crawford eounty and theve died in 1876 at the age of seyventy-elght vears. TVis 
widow survives and posides with her sou, cur sibject, 

Edwin Tl. Minard was reared in Knox county, llmois, and reeeived such 
lucation ae the country schools there allorded, Tle learned the trade of car- 
penter aml cabinet-maker aod wes employed at the same when the war came 
on, Anpust 1, 1862. he enlisted in Company K. 83rd Illinois infantry and 
was discharevd from the seryive in duly, 1865. le participated in the second 
lattle of Fort Donelson in February, 1865, and was tn other smaller engage 
ments and skirmishes of the war, Owing to his height he always stood nuiaber 
lwooin his company, there being one other in the ranks of the same height or 
taller, 

In October of 1865 Mr. Minard came to Ransas and sionped in Fort 
Seott where he worked at his trade til the 9th of April, 1868, when, having 
returned to his Dlingis home, he was married to Miss Mary UWarris, He 
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brought his young wife to his Kansas “claim” in Crawford counts, where they 
remamed in the act of impreving a home and fulfilling the laws requirements 
for a tithe to the land. In 1871 he sold his farm and engaged im coal mining 
at Fort Scott four years. Im 1880 he remoyed to St. Paul worl has sinee beew 
oceupled with the building and construetion of houses and dloinw other things 
in line of hia trade. Wagon and earriuge rvpair and maunfaeture now cin- 
ploys his attention. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Minard had three children born to them but only one 
survives, viz,, William, a resident of Adelle, Oregon, Mr. Minard is a Repab- 
liean and is # member of G, K, Warren Post, No. 114, Grand Army of the 
Repuablie, - 


GHORGE W. HIZEY—My. Hisey is one of the early settlers of Neasho 
county where he located in 1872 and parehased the nucleus of what is now one 
ol the prettiest farms of the township. Ib contains two bundred and forty 
avres, is splendidly stocked and produece abundantly in response to the efforts 
of its industrious and thrifty owner. 

Born in Fairfield county, Ohio, July 9, 1843, Mr, Hizey ia a son of Abyu- 
ham and [Elizabeth (Newman) Hiaey. the lather non in Virginia, Novernber 
20, 1795, and the mother born in the same stale im fa00, ‘he parents were 
married in their native state and in 1827 movecl wut to Ohio and sewed in 
Fairfield county, ‘The father’s ocenpation was tliat of olacksmith and farmer 
and he died July 12, 1850, while his’wife enevived GOL 1871, Their children 
were Verjane, wile of George Fritz, was bom Jane 12, 181: Mary Ann, wife 
of Noah Foltz, was born November 28. 1320. lizaheth Catherine. who miar- 
rial Frederick Huger, was born October 38, 1322: @aroline M.. was’ born 
August 32, 1824, and married Simeon Langbrake; William darvey, born 
August $ 1826; Taswell, born Decumber 24. 1838, John. bon Jane 5, 1531; 
Annanda, wife of Puter Foltz, was born November 17, 1833; Jacob, born June 
1). 1886; Abraham, born October 10, 1858; Georwe W., born as above noted : 
amd Harriet, who married Amos Miller, was born Oetober 17, 1848, Of this 
farmily ouly Taswell, dohn, George W. aid Tarrict are living, 

George W, Hizey secured a fair elacation in the conntry schools. When 
his father died he was but seven years of fate and ae soon at he was old enn 
he took charge of his mother’s portion of the estate and managed it and lived 
with her till her death, The war on he enlisted in 1864 in the 190th Ohio 
volunteers and served as a privals THis regiment mmeountered some little 
skirmishing and desultory felting but our aubject escaped wounds and also 
servieo In the hospital. 

(hur subject resided in his native state till 1871 when he migrated to 
Nebraska and spent nearly one year in Gaga county, coming to Neosho county, 
Kanszag, in the spring of 1872. THe brought snfficiont money along to make the 
necessary payment on his quarter section of land and to build a small house 
and then the real battles of life began. His farming was interspersed with the 
general improvement of the place, the planting of trees, the erection of new 
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lnullings, the breeding of fine horses, in which he finds a yvrvat interest and ds- 
light, and the doing of the innmmerable things which udd to the substantial 
and attractive appearance of a well regulated fain. But prosperity did not 
visit Mr, [livey every year alter his settlement in Neosho county. There was 
ene time that he would haye been sorely tried had not a neighbor loaned him 
$500—withoul even a note as security—to pay an installment that was due on 
is farm, "This and other kindnesses were experienced from other sources and 
tue harmlships of the frontier were relieved thereby. When the income of the 
farin began to overlap the “ontgo” then Mr. Hizey found himself making 
inoney amd the anprovement and development of the home went steadily on. 

Noveniber 28, 1867, Mr. Hizey married Melvina Jones, a daughter of 
Charles and Elizaluth (Loomis) Jones, both native of Ohio, where the father 
died November 26, 1651, and the mother February 9, 1852, cach at the age of 
twenty-vight years. They were the parents of three daughters, namely, Abuira 
who firet married Joel D. Hull, now dead, of Ohio, but is now the wife of 
Deman Banner, of Llinvis; Melvina, born September 22, 1848; and Henrietta. 
J.. who died single. The five children of Mr. and Mre. Tixey are Charles 
Abriham, born September 15, 1868, died of paralysis June 12, 1809, leaving 
A child, Prank Denman; George, born July 4, 1872, is married and has a son, 
Raymond Davis; Elizabeth (., wife of Sayls Woealey Trabue, was barn October 
4, 1874, and has one ehild, Edith Pearl: David 'TL, horn Maroh 4, 1877, 18 
single, ond’ Mary Hattie, wife of Byron Neeley, was horn November 7, 187%, 
and has a ehild, Lloyd Hiaey- 

Mr, Ilizey is well known as a life-long Republican. Tfis bringing-up was 
under Democratic authority but when he saw the real light he followed 7% 
and helps maintain the principles of his party on all proper occasions. He has 
boen coummitteeman for his township many years but has declined all efforts 
to induce him to became o@ candidate for anything. He is a Methovlist andl 
lias server lis congregation Many years as its steward. 


EDWARD A, THIELEN—Edward A. Thielen, a well known draiggist of 
St. Paul was born in Waterloo vounty, Ontario, on the 25th day of June, 1865, 
His father wae Jacob Thielen. born in ‘Vreves, Germany. Some time in the 
fifties the latter came ty America und stopped in New York City, and went 
suon thereafter lo Waterloo county, Canada, where he married Elizabeth Starr, 
Remaining there only a short thane they returned to the-Unrted States, locating 
in Milwaukee, Wiseonsin, Nine children were born to the parents, Kdward A. 
being the third, 

The enlject of this memoir was educated in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, being 
u wraduate of the high school and business college ol that city. Im 1882 the 
aubject of this sketch wont to Grenola, Kansas, enyaging first in the drug bas- 
iness wnd then in the banking busimoss. From 188? to 1895 he was ilentified 
with that town, selling ont the latter your and going to Aurora, Missouri. He 
(ngaged there ae o superintendent iy the mines for four years and then went 
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to Nevada, Missouri, where he was engaged ae u traveling salesiuun repre- 
senting a St, Lonis firm on the road for two years. He then went to Galena, 
Kansas, and from there to Parsons, seeking u point al. which to renew his 
aequaintance with “his first love.” In the latter place he engaged in the drag 
business and continued it some months, selling out and, November 8, 1909, 
coming to St. Paul where he purchased the drug stock and business of Dr. 
J.T. Tinder. 

Mr. Thielen is a ventlenian of family. He was married in 1587, to 
Martha BE. Harbur who came west from Tlinois and died in Elk county, Kans. 
Five children haye been horn’ ta Mr. and Mrs. Thielon, viz., Emily, Albert, 
Berthy, Mildred and Inez. Mr. Thiclen affiliates with the Workman society, 
in Which he qarries a policy of insurance, and he is one of the well known and 
reliable Demoerats af his town. 


DR. WM. 0, CECLL, the oldest practicing physician in Stark, Neosho 
“ooOUnLY, Is numberal amoung the eastern men of the eralt who cast their lot 
With Kansas during the “era of settlement,” just before 1880, and has eou- 
sequently been one of its citixens for twenty-two years. In October, 187). he 
located’ in Morrill, Brown county, where he early took a leading position as n 
sucevastul physician and ekillfml surgeon. The suddenness with which he 
built up a practice was aA surprise and an ustonishment to the old pstablished 
of the profession anil so long us he remained in oortharn Kansas he was one ° 
of the best known doctors in Brown-counly. 

Our subject wae hore in Hanvock county, [linnis, Novernber 5, 1850, 

He came to mminhood’s estate upon a fam in MeDonongh county, that state, 
and acquired his edueation tu the common schools.’ At twenty years of age 
hu lett the parental roof, temporarily, to prepare for the business of life. He 
chose medicine for his calling and, as a preliminary te his college course, read 
with Dr, W. D. Wade. of Plymouth, Tinos. Tle took lectures in the Belectic 
Medical College, of Cincinnati, and graduated in that inetiiution in 1675. 
This firet location for practice was at Basco, Ulinois, where the task of huilding 
up a crediteble practice was easily aceomplished. Tle contmued his residence 
at this point till the year he came to Kansas.  [resh from college and with the 
prestige of four years suceeseful practice rendered i only a matter of a short 
writ when hoe should possess an enviable position in the professtonal world 
im his new location, In 1888 he made his third and final location, in the little 
new town of Stark an the Missouri. Kansas & Texas railroad. Tis rank here 
is sooond te none of bis cotemporarics and he enjoys the full confidence of a 
wide cirele of friends in Neosho and adjoining counties. He is o gentleman of 
hiisiness sense, with high regard fow the ethics of the profession, and with 
friendly and pleasing address, The position of pension examiner has been 
twiee tendered lim Int his duty te bis patrons made it necessary for him to 
refuse the otfer, 

At the age of fourteen years De. Cecil acquired a desire to enter the 
yolunteer army and made one or more meffeetial attempts to de so, being balle- 
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a try parental blockade. Finally he tool the matter into his own hands and 
“run away,” enlisting January +, 1865, in the 148th Ilinoie infantry, Com- 
pany H. He wae sent to Tennessee where his company did guard duty ot 
Chattinoogs and other points Till the close of hostilities. Th May, 1865, he 
wis discharged from the service and is believed to be now the youngest “old 
soldier” in the state of Kansas. Doctor Cveil’s father served one year in Com- 
pany Is, 47th Illinois volunteers and his older brother, Henry A, Cecil, saw 
hard servios for four years in Company G, 72nd Uliiois regiment, 

he subject of this review isa son of Reuben Ceeil and Frances (Hortner) 
Jecil, the former twain being natives of North Carolina, and being married 
in Wlinols. Mr, Cecil, Sr, went inte the Prairie State in an early day and 
reared his family in Haneoek and MeDonough counties. *Dr. W, C. Cecil was 
his fourth child. ‘The latter married Mise Sarah FE. Robinson in 3868 in Hin- 
eock county, Llimois, ind line peared three children, a daughter and two sons, 
the former being Lena, wife of C. AH. Burris, of KRimeaid, Wansas, and the 
latter two bet Ralph and Eogh Ceeil who are still under the parental roof. 


VALENTINE SS KELSEY—The suecessful merchant ts the real lite 
dnl activity of @ village, Jlis lusiness place is the center of attraction, vv 
Meeva toward whieh lbuiiat kind grayitates, Beeause he overcomes difficulties 
and eurmounts obstacles and saceeeds he is regarded az a superior being and t- 
voonseled with regarding all matters which affect the wellare of Ins town, 
Oceupwing & position parallel to that alladel to wbowe we find Valentine 8, 
Kelsey, of Kimball, Though young in years and coimparatively new as + 
svttler in Neosho county, he is rich in experince as a merchant, haying passel 
aboul oue-hall of lis life beltiind the counter, 

A native of Tennessee Mr, Kelsey was born in Green county, the home 
of Andrew Jubnson. Mebruary 20, 1873, This parents were William and Sarau 
(Bromley) Kelsey, both native born of 'Teonessee. Six childven resulted froin 
their marriage and in 1891 the father died at forty-tive years of age while the 
mother followed to her long rest the next year aged thirty-five years. The snp- 
ject hereof was the first born, We attended the public schoole wnitil an aye 
when he might properly begin his life of merchandising. Lile all young men 
without means who have ambitions to gratify he began al the bottom ronnd of 
the ladder—ne a elerk. In the eleven years he clerked he became in expert in 
dry goods, as buyer and salesman, and when he had reuched a position whieh 
would warrant him in- prospecting about for a loeahon where 
he mivht. establish a business fur himeelf, he sought Kansas, and located in 
Neosho coumty. He worked a short fime on the famn near BSimball (one 
month) when, in June, 1895, he entered the mercantile honse of Mr. Morgan 
of Kimball, where he worked one year, After # shorf season spent in the an- 
voy of Mr. Talley, im a general store, he formed a parmership with Mr. 
MoKay and purehased the business of Talley, the firm being KRelaey & MeKay, 
They continued together one year sil suld their business, Mr. Kelsey forming 
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i partiership with Mr. Simmons. This last business arrangement was of 
short duration for Mr, Kelsey honght out his partner and is now conducting 
the alfiirs of the store alone. Tle ourries a stock of about $4,000 and is doing u 
business, the profits of which amply warrant his continuance. 

In 1807 Mr, Relaey was married to Miss Lissio Simmons, 4 daughter of 
Dennis aud Martha Simmons, Indiana people, who came to Kansas in 1868. 
Mrs, Kelsey wae born in Kansas. 

At the outset of his business career in Kimball Mr. Kelsey possessed little 
invans, about two hundred dollars. He had enlarged his capital somewhat 
when he forme hie first partnership 6 that, in all, he must haye had less than 
& thousand dollars when he became a real merchant, From this small begin- 
ning has he grown to be one of the substantia! men of the town, a matter which 
is moat ereditable fo him and gratifying to his friends. He i¢ a Democrat 
in politics and has filled positions of trust both in ‘lennessee and Kansas, being 
deputy pestmaster in his old home town and also in his adopted yilluge. He 
holongs to Savonburg lodge number 315, A. F, & A. M.; Kimball lodge number 
re 1. A O. F.; to the Knights and Ladies of Security. and is secretary of the 
A. H. T. A, 


DE, WILLIAM ©. MeCONNELL—Prominently identified with the bus 
incss Interests and successus of the town of Morehead, Neosho county, is he 
whose name introduces this review. He is the father of eo-operative enter- 
prises in this state and has demonstrated the suecuss of his theories in the 
stecessful operation of various enterprises of that character m hiz town. 

Dr, MoConnell was born in Whiteside county, Illinois, Jannary 18, 1867. 
and ia a son of John and Alice (Itingle) MeConnell. well known farmers ol 
Laboile eounty., Kansas, The parents are native of Indiana and Michiga-, 
respectively, and came bo Kansas in 1871, one of the early settlers of Labette 
county. Seven children were born to them as follows. George W.: Willtwin 
(.: Annie, whe died at three years; Charles Ry; James 
A.: Sylvester Al; Poul ond Olive. 

(hire subject was four yeare old when he came to Kansas and m the 
istrict schools of Lahette county he acquired his early edneation. He grad- 
vated in the Parsons Buetness College in 1887 and began life hy teaching 
school, Afters number of years engaged in school work he took up the study 
of medicine with Dr. Wheeler, of Montana, Kansas. He heeame a student in 
the University Medical Colleowe of Kansas City in 1590 and fintshed his course 
in 1894. He opened an office In Morchead, Kaneas, and soon built up a desir- 
able and lucrative prachee. 

Tt was in 1895 that the little town of Moreheud took ite first lesson in 
industrial co-operation, the idea of Dr. MeConnell. The Co-operative Mer- 
eantile Company began business that year with « eapifal of 4250 with Dr. 
Mo('ounell as secretary, and after seyon years the stock of the concern in worth 
3.000) and it is doing a busimess of 420.000 annually. Theough his efforts 
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the Cooperative Windmill and Plow Faetory, the Cooperative Creamery, and 
the Cooperative Brick and Tile Factory, (being organized), of Morehead have 
been organized and eslablished, representing an investment of $35,000, and 
demonstrating the fensibility of the idea of cooperation, It was Dr, McConnell 
that infused life into the village of Morehead: it was his idea that spread 
throughout Kansas aml resulted in the dstablishment of businesses on ép- 
operative lines; it was thy success of tis plan Chiat led capital in California to 
wstablish factories rapresenting hundreds of thonsands of dollars and it was 
hw who first successfully ran a cooperative stock company in the state of 
Kansas. He is seeretury of oll the cooperative enterprises of Morehead and nis 
wane and integrity land confidence and stability te the concerns. 

Dr. MeConnell was tnited in marriage in 180 with Liszie Downey, an 
Ulinois Indy who came te Kansas in 1HA0 and settled, with her parents, in 
Lahette county, She was bern im the state of Illinois, and she and the 
Doctor have (wo children, Sylvia Pearl and William TTLoward, aged eight and 
five years, respectively, 


sce dU "——__ 


JOSEPH M. MY EUS—By a stady of the history of the first settlers of 
Kansas the reader discovers them to haye been persutis with more ambition, 
energy and experience than money. They were the honorable poor whom the 
conditions of the east rendered incapable of martaining themselves in that 
¢lute of financial freedom niest desirable to people of their intelligence and 
ambition, They were men and women largely in the springtime of life whose 
early adyvantapes were meager atid with hope springing eternal in their breasts. 
From outof this host the state has chosen its artisans, soldiers, statesmen aul 
professional inen and fron among them have develeped, each for himeet!, 
tillers of the soil and beaatifiers of the landscape whose modest experiences 
are worthy to be preserved in a volume devoted to the makers of a particu 
portion of the state. Conspleneisty armeng this latter class is the subject ul 
thie review, Joseph M. Myers, 

Ho was born in Stark county, Olio, June 8, 1847, and was a son of Wil- 
liam and Sarah Myers, farmers, the latter of whom died during the childhoel 
of her son Joseph. Four elildven resulted from their marriage. as follows, 
Alphous, Joseph ML, Jacob and Mlizabeth. The father was married a seconi| 
tine and dial in Ohio in 1805 at seventy-four years of age. Joseph spent his 
youth in his native county and perfected himeelf in the trade of a carpenter, 
When he was bventy-one he made his start westward, and in 1870 found hinm- 
self im the state of Missouri and teing his trade as a livlihood. One year 
was sufficient to give him all the experience with Missouri that he wanted and 
he moved his goods and chattels one noteh farther west, into Kansas, He 
located in Neosho county where lie boners a homestead claim of one in. 
dred and sixty acres, preparatory to hoginming the initial strokes of developing 
uw home. He got us far as the erection of a cabin (which would now be con- 
sidered almost n toy) but, little else conld he do for the lack of means. ‘To 
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supply the latter he determined to assume the dual role of farmer and car 
penter and set to work at his trade, For ten years he pursued both with all 
the energy he possessed hut discovered that the farm made little progress in the 
direction of improvenent oor would it witil someone who was personally in- 
terest! took possession and pushed mutters with a driver's hand, He acted 
upon the decision at onee and inaugurate! the movement which brought per- 
manency to his homestead improvements aud bountiful yields of products from 
its fertile soil, Ie put away the carpenter trade entirely, except as it was 
caller into use in the construction of his own permanent improvements, As 
rapidly as his resources would permit he gathered together a herd of cattle and 
began the nucleus of his present large and profitnble stock Wusiness. 

On the 24th of Deeember, 1871, Mr. Myers wns married to Miss Kioma 
Shidler, a daughter of the venerable John Shidler, who resides near our guh- 
ject, at the age of ninely-one years. Mrs. Myers was born m Stark county, 
Ohio, August 22, 1850, and came to Kansas in 1869, since which dine ehe has 
resided in Neosho county. The little box louse which eerverl ag the home Ff 
Mr. andl Mrs. Myere so auiny years is still preserved as a aouvenir of pioneer 
days but they vacated it when their present conmuodious residence was com- 
pleted. The original quarter section of land, like the pioneer eabin, became 
too stunll for the necommodation of its owner's prowing business, Tracts ac- 
joining have buen added from time to time until Ins farin mmbraces five 
hundred und fiflewn acres. Th is well stocked with feediva and range cattle 
and out of his feed lots and pastures a half! dozen or more care of cattle are 
shipped each year, The marketing of two and three hondread head of hove 
unoually indicates the profits which come from this source alone. THis place 
is well appointed and convenient and is one of the attractive features on the 
highway leading in to the county seat. Fis residence is almost hidden from 
view by the forest of native trees of his own planting. His barns and sheds 
are oxtensive and commensurate with the demands of his atock and the whole 
vetate had for its foundation a cash capital ef only two hundred dollars. 

leven evhildven have been bern to Mr, and Mrs. Myers, seven of wlio 
survive, vin, Laurel, wife of Joho Zimmerman; Anna, wile of Frank Baird: 
Mila, Caralme, Arthur, Lowisa and Foster, oll ot home, 

The foregoing is the record of a mam He posseseas, well mixed, the 
tloments which contribute to make up ebaracter and whieh insure the ustah- 
lichment of an enviable reputation. Correct business principles have been 
ractioed by him and it can be said that he is a strict observer of the Golden 
ule, 


SAMUEL & WHEATLEY—The Wheatleys are among the carly settlers 
of Big Creek township, Neosho county, and several representatives of the 
family have bevome prominently identified with its agricultural and horti- 
cultural interests, conspicuously among whom is Samuel §., of this personal 
sketch. He was born in Dorchester vounty, Maryland, on the 18th of January, 
1852, and isa son of Spencer Wheatley, 1 native of the same state, and Nanoy 
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(Twillev) Wheatley, likewise of that state, As far as history records, the 
Wheatleys have resided in the state of Maryland for many generations, and the 
most remote ancestor accessible for this artiele is laaac Wheatley, the grand- 
father of this review. Spencer Wheatley was one of a family of six childron 
and in 1860 he came west to Henderson county, [linois, where he remained 
eight years, coming to Kansas and geitling in Neosho county, He purchased « 
claim of some settler, built a sinall house on it and made the place lis home till 
death, February 2, 1872, at the age of forty-four years, His wife survived him 
fill LAOS4. when she died at the age of sixty-three years. Their family of nine 
children were, Hester A.. wife of M. A. Clover; Samuel §8., of this article; 
James J.; William A.; elmira, who married Ira Noyes, of Allen county, Kan- 
eas Elizabeth V.. wife of Jneob BE. Hamblin of Humboldt; Isaac B., of Iola; 
George W., a prominent lawyer and Republican politician of the 3rd Con- 
eressional district of Nansas, and Augusta 4. 

Samuel S. Wheatley remained on the old homestead till he attained his 
inajority and obtained a common school odueution. When he begun life 
independently if wae as a farmer and this oecupation he las followed since 
with a good degrow of suceess. Octoher 31, 1876, he married Hattie MeCunnon, 
a native of the state of Towa, und « daughti of James MeCannon, of Hen- 
(lerson county, Mlinois. He is the owner of the old homertend of his Tather 
and has improved and beautified if tL it is one of the attractive lendseapes 
in the township. Crain, stoek, and small fruit constitute prodnete of his fara 
and of these tt yields with much profusion, 

Mr. andl Mrs, Wheatley’s children ure Earl §., Harry M., Ralph W., Noia, 
Vaugho M., and Samuel 8, Jr In polities Mr. Wheatley is a republican wd 
he has server lis township ae both justice of the peace and trustee, He is a 
Mazon, an Odd Fellow and a Modern Moodman. 


MRS. SIDNA HANSON—The venerable lady whose name heads this 
article fs one of the early settlers of the township of Big Creek, Neosho county, 
inl was born in Maclison county, Ohio, December 11, 1825. She was a 
daivhter of Reuben and Phoebe Gregg, Virginia settlers who came to Ohio 
and settled in Madison cownty at an early period im the Mstery of the state. 
The father died in widdle life and the mother survived to the age of eighty- 
six years and leaving a family of five living children, viz, Mrs. Hanson, 
Reuben, Jolm and Adison. 

Sidna Gregy was married te James H. Hanson on the 24th of December, 
isiti. Ter husband was a native of Ohio and was born September 11, 1824. 
He woe reared on the farm in hie native state, reecryed a common schoo) edues- 
tion and, in 1851, moved to Indiana where he rented land for ten years, remoy- 
ing thence to Troquvis county, TNinois, He enlisted in the Federal service, 
war of the rebellion, from thie county mm 1864, jonmg Company D, 150i) 
Mlinvis afuntry, along with bis oldest son. They each served a year and were 
distharved al Uie end of the war, Returning home our subject's husband 
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resumed the work of his life and had accumulated very little ly the year 1871 
when he took up bis residence on a Kansas claim, He came to Neosho county 
Where he anlered a quarter section of land on the banks of Big Creek where be 
and his industrious sons labored and toiled in the building of a home. When 
the father’s home was assured then one for the sons was provided until each 
head al a family is comfortably and satisfactorily housed on his own ostate. 
The old homestead hag grown from its oriyinal urea to that of nearly two 
mndred and eighty acres and thy plenty and peace of its oceupants is assured 
for all time to come. Mr. Hanson served his township as treasurer for a 
number of years and was regarded as one of the aubstantial and thrifty citizens 
of his community, Tis death occurred September 28, 1889, when sixty -five 
years of ape. 

Mrs. Hanson is the mother of nine children, namely, William A., James 
Madison; Mrs. Mary KE, Cummings: Jolin A.; Margaret. A.; Thomas .!., who 
lied im 1890: Robert Ao; Low W., and Lincoln. 

Robert A. Hanson waz born in Traqnois county, Ulinois, September &, 
1860, and has been a useful wud important part of the domestic arrangement. 
all his life, He manayes the affairs of the homestead and, in partnership 
with his brother, “Link,” he is in the steele business in Wilson county where 
they own a ranch of several hundred aeres. Tle is a good business man, a 
worthy citizen anid is doing ou molest part in the internal development of nis 
township and county, 


ABNER HORR—The agricultaral and stock-raising industry of Neoshn 
eminty has Imown but few more successful representatives than Abner Horr. 
and none more worthy or honorable, THe ioved te the county in 1869, bewwme 
immediately identified with this industry and gave to it thirty-five of the moet 
active years of his life, retiring from it only recently in the enjoyment af a 
woll-carned competenee and the distinction of an ansullied name. 

Mr, Horr migrated from MeLean eounty, Tbinots, ta Neosho county, 
Ransis, being a native of the former place, born August 26, 1840. His father 
Was Josiah Horr. a native of New York and his mother, before marriage, Teiw- 
purmnce Cheney, native of Ohio, Tho parents were carly settlers of Illinois, 
whore they passed the greater part of their lives, the mother dying there, agod 
seventy years, the father dying while en uo visit to his children m Kansas m 
1880, aged eighty years. 

Abour Horr was the fourth in « family of six children and was reared in 
the coanty of his birth, being brought up on the farni and recetving the meager 
wueation of the public evhools of that day. He remained with bis parents ane 
worked for them until about the time of reaching his majority, when 'n 
February, 1861, he married Kmeline Martin, a native of McLean county, 
Tilinois, aud with his yoony wife settled to himself and began farming on his 
own account. Tn 1864 his wile died and shortly afterward he enlisted in the 
Tnion Army, Company B, 150th Nlinois volunteer infantry, and served till the 
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close of the war, his command lwing held as part of a reserve corps antl en- 
gaged in varrison and ontpost uty. 

On July 3, 1806, Mr. Horr married Maria Rodman of MeLean county, 
IWinois, wand again settling on « farm engaged in agricultural pursuits in his 
native Wounty till coming to Kansas in L860. On settling in Neosho county 
this state, Mr. Horr took 9 claim on the prairies: in Ladore township. He was 
one of the first to aettle on the prairies, the belief then being that nothing away 
from the.river and not covered with timber was worth having. Once settled, 
the labors and havidships began, and what these were, whether the resisting 
¢hements of nature, the plagues of grasshoppers and chintz bugs or the great 
fight against the railroad for the land itself, Mr. Horr went through 1t all, 
bearing bis part and discharging m full measure his duties as a citizen uf 
the community where be lived. The contests of those early years called for 
the best there was in the settlers, and as is well known many were not equal 
to the demand made on them: but most of those who proved themselves to he 
so, profited well ly thelr early residence m the county and the efforts they 
moodle, May. fore ie one of the number. His faith in the country was never 
seriously shaken and being of an earnest, sanguine temperament he never 
doubted bis ability to umake the sol of Neosho vounty yield him enough to keep 
lim th comfort im old ape. 

The growing and handling of stovk formed, from the first, an important 
feature of Mr, Horr’s operations and he has probably done as much as any 
Man in Neosho county who has nut made a specinily of fine stock breeding, to 
raise the vrade and inproye the strain of the stock of the county, He has also 
been # large fowler, feeding fis own and buying, feeding and shipping the 
surplos of his neighbors. In this he (ook great interest and met with more 
than ordinary success. But in dhe spring of 1902, owing to positive indications 
of declining health, hie farm was stripped of its herds, pens and stables and the 
period of netaal retirement began; anc now afler thirty-live years of preat 
wctivity, with a mid etill cleae and uw keen interest in all things around him, 
he finds hinosell!, aa le «vs. with nothing (a do bal to nurse the infirmities of 
iu. a task whieh, it ean be readily dnderstood, weighs heavily upon him and is 
as hard fur ene of his tenperument iad ways of life to bear as any of the hard- 
ships he knew im former yours, Bub the compunion of his early years yet 
abides with him and he has # plewswot home, 2 comimotdious residence deep- 
set ina grove of treos, planted by his own hand on an eight hundred acre 
homestuad, and these things of a material outiare Pere by the atten- 
lions of good tivighbors. wo far lownrds winking lis declining years all that, one 
might reasonably eocpect, 

To Mr. and Mrs, Horr have been born six children, namely, Een, who 
died February 28, WOL aged thirty-three years; Tempie, who died July 28, 
1A88, aged twenty-two vears; May, who died October 31, 1901, aged twenty- 
three: Josiah, who married Minuie A. Sperry and resides in Neosho county, 
Kanaos, and Misses Mattie and Sadie, who are teachers in the Neosho county 
pnblie sohoeols and make thetr home with thir yairents. One daughter by the 
first marriage, Mary (., wife of Allen F. Corthon, lives at Ottumwa, Towa. 
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Mrs. Horr was born in Shelby county, [linots, August 4, 1839. Ter 
father was Willian Roduan and her mother’s maiden name Emily Harmon, 
the former a native of New York and the latter » native of linois. Her 
purints came to Kansas and settled in Neosho county in 1870 and died there, 
the father at the age of seventy-two and the mother at the age of seventy. 
Mrs. Horr was the eldest of a family of nine, the others being Ruth Ann, 
James, William, David, Mary J. Nancy, Lawra and Jackson. The Redmans 
like the Horrs were people of honorable birth, upright in character, an 
minbitious for achievement. Mrs. Horr has had a large part in the suceoss 
of her husband and this brief sketch would be lacking in completeness if it did 
not accord to her a fair measure of credit for the achievements here mentioned, 
Both hear their success with that simplicity and modesty which characterize 
persons of gool browding and genuine worth. 

Mr. Harr died earty in July, 1902, 


WINFIELD S, JUANRKS—<As a teacher and farmer the subject of this 
sketch is well known throughout Neosho county, As a teacher he is one of 
tho anaiente, having begun the work in the public schools of Kaneas In 1873 and 
having prosecuted the same, and the work of the farm, with much energy and 
offect trom year Lo year ainee that date. A love for the work and its rennin 
eration coupled with the vanety, and consequent rest, from the toil of the 
farm, urge him to # oontinuation of the honorable calling. The man that 
dos one thing well and is engaged in an honorable vocation has aciieved auc 
cess, but he that is inspired by opportunity to a dual calling and surmoiuta 
ohetacloe at every point of attack has accomplished that which marks hin «s 
no ordinary man. The work of the farm as well as that of the school room hae 
thriven wnder the supervision and personal conduct of Mr. Marks until today 
he is the owner of a farm embracing a half section of land. 

W. Ss. Marks was bor jn Indiania county, Pennsylvania, May 20, 1845, 
anil was a son of Michael and Naney E, (Stlenman) Marks, both born in the 
Keystone state, In 1851 the parents brought their family inte Missouri and 
settled in Audeian county where they engaged in the work of the farm [a 
L878 they again moved, (his thne coming to Kansas and settling in Neosho 
county, in the northwest voroer of Grant tawnship. Here Mr. Marks, Sr, died 
in 1889. at the age of seventy-three years, his wife having preceded him many 
years before at thirty-eight years of age, Of their cight children Winfield &. 
whe the fourth. 

Mr. Marks of this review was educated in the common schools of Mir 
souri, finishing his career as a student in the Ligh school in Clinton, Missonri. 
At the nge of twenty yeurs he began common school work as a teacher and, ax 
indicated above, has promoted the public good as well as his private ends in the 
prosecution of the work. He’came to Katisas when his father did and “took 
up” a piece of the Osage Ceded Land and was a party to the long legal eontesl 


> 


which was conducted between the settlers and the railroad, resulting in the 
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wittmate (rimmph of the former und the issuing of the government potent to 

them. "This claim Mr, Marks has developed from a grassy waste Into a splen- 

ri farm with substantial improvements. bearing orchard, fertile fields and the 
ces, 

Upon his requiring & traci of land where a home wae in prospect Mr. 
Marke returned te Henry county, Missourt, and there, on the 24th of Deewem- 
ber, 1874, wae married to Harriet A. Cox. They have devoted the yeérs of 
their married life to home inmprovernent and heartifleation and in the eduea- 
tion and culture of their large family, Eleven children have come to bless 
their union, as fellows. Edna, wife of FL. Pisk; Oliver: George W., who 
graduated in the Western Dental College of Kansas City in 1901; J, Millara, 
a teacher; Norman, Iva B., “ella, Homer, Loyd, Virgil and Maud H. 

Tn politios Mr. Marks is in faith and practice a Demoerat and is without 
the office seeking metination, 


ALBERT A. BREN'T—In the person of the subject of this article is pre 
sented ane of the suecesefal farmers of Neosho county and a patriotic and 
progressive citizen. Ho hae resided in the county a third of a century, las 
contributed is modest portion toward ils jnlernal development and now. in 
the season of his decline, he is in the enjoyment of the fruits of his labors. 

Mr, Brent was born in Green county. Tllinols, November 14, 1845. THis 
fathay, John J. Brent, was a native of Massachusetts and born in L810. This 
mother was Mary Avise, a New Jersey lady, born in 1823, and died in Mont- 
fomery county, Kansas, in L882, The parents had five ehildren, yia., A. BK. 
rent and Mrs, Julia Allon, both deceased; Mrs. Mary Wagtier, of Montgomery 
eounty, Kansas; Mrs. Maria ‘I’, Allen, of Webb City, Missouri, and Albert A,, 
of this veview, At seyen years of age our subject was orphaned by the death of 
his father, but he remained with his mother on the farm till fis enlistment in 
the army. When just past sixteen—December 25, 1862—he became a member 
of Company B. 17th Towa infantry, with which he went to the front w= a part 
of the command operating under General Grant down the Mississippi river. 
He purticipated im the battles of Corinth, First and Seeond Luka, Jackson, 
Champion Hills, siege and capture of Vicksburg and at Wort Till where he 
wae severely wounded with a piece uf a shell, one and one-half inches by one 
and one-fourth inches, striking him just above the ankle and breaking square 
of the two bones of the leg. Ue had lad a touch from a rebel ball in the 
battle of Jackson, which shot just grazed lis eve and left its mark, but the 
ehull did its best work. Jt sent our subject to the hospital for a year and he 
was not again in the service. Fle is even now a sufferer from inconvenience a1 
account of the injury and the piece of shell, as a poeket piece, has been his 
daily reninder of events on that fatal day at Fort Mill. He was discharged 
from the army im April, 1863, and went at once to Colorade and New Mexico 
where he spent one year in recuperation and observation. Returting home he 
passed the years 1867 and 1868 there and the following year transferred all 
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his interests lO the new state of Kansas, He settled cight miles weet of Osage 
Mission whore he purchased a quarter of land, improved it partially and 
resided on it wight years when he sold it and repurchased southweat of Gales- 
burg four miles, He ie now a citizen of Shiloh township and iz the owner of 
m valuable and desirable one hundred and sixty acres of land. 

On the 2nd of April, 1874, Mr. Brent martied Mary Maxwell, a Penn- 
svlvatia lady who came to Kansas in 1869, She died July 7, 1890, at forty- 
seven years of age. After his wife’s death Mr. Brent moved his family te 
Parsons where he resided seven years, interested in the education of lis child- 
ren. He then returned to hie farm in Neosho county, where he has since 
residwl. The five childven born to Mr, and Mrs. Brent are Harry, who grad- 
vated in the Parsons ligh seliool and in the business college there and, jo 
1898, enlisted in Captain Elliott?s company, 20th Kansag regiment, Spanish- 
American war, He went to the Philippine Islands, saw service with the reg- 
iment there and retummed as sergeant isajer of his company. He spent a 
vear and a half in the State University. on luling up civil pursuits, and Was 
appmnted in 1900 clerk of the Republican slaty central committee and, on the 
organization of the levislacure that year, was chosen clerk to the speaker of 
the howse, The same year Governor Stanley appointed him his chief clerk 
Where he is now serving, Grace, vor subjeet’s sevond child, is a stenographer, 
and his next, Orville, is at home. Looisa is & teacher. Bertram is still nb 
whool, Mr. Brent isa Workman, a inember of dhe G. A. R. and a Republicaa. 


STEWARD MARSUALL—The apricaltural possibilities in Kansas are 
immeasurable aud fhe achievements of a single man, devoted to farming ane 
its customary auxiliary, stock raising, are endless. Examples of modest for- 
tines gaihered trom Kansas soil tn the course of years are on all sides and im 
every township are these evidences of thrift and energy and push standing as 
fingor-lmards pointing the way to suceess in our progressive state. Conspie- 
gous gone this thrifty and substantial elass of settlers is Steward Marshall, 
of Centerville Lownship, Neosho county, and the snbject of this sketch, Tle was 
bom! on the 4th of August, 1844. in Carroll county, Ohio, and is a gon of 
Daniel and Hannah (Daniels) Marshall, the father a Virginian and the 
nother ja Ohioan by livth, The former lwft his nalive state a8 a young man, 
vane te Ohio und died im Perry county, that stute, af seventy-five years of aye, 
His wile bore him eight ehildren-and died at eighty-five vears old, 

Steward Marshall was the foorth child in order of birth and was reared iy 
Perry county, Ohio, His vouthtul environment was that of farm life and hie 
aineartion was such as waa afforded by the raral schools. He was first inar- 
viel in 1853 snd himself engaged in the occupation of his youth, When the 
civil war came on he enlisted Septanber 7, 1861, m Compmmy D, 51st Ohio 
iifantry volunteers, wml wae discharged in October, 1862, after sercing thirteen 
months, some of it in the south and embracing many skirmishes and miner 
envavements of the first year of the war. He returned to the farm and remain- 
ed uo civilian till the President’s call of 1865, when he enlisted aguin in the 
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sili company und regiment in which he did faithfol service till the close of 
the war, Two years of hurd campaigning in the south comprised this service 
and tt wound wp with Sherman's march to the ser and tha Grand Review ot 
Wishington, He never shirked a duty Which he was able to perform, never 
missed uw battle birt on, when his company was engaged, was never in the 
guard house or on extra duty and never received a wound, allhongh he was 
where bullets flew like hail. 

Resuming work on the farm he remained a citizen of Ohio till 1578 
when he closed up his affairs and became a citizen of Kansas. Settling in 
Neosho county he purchased the quarter section of land where his home now 
alanis and tok up farming and its accompanying pursuits with the same vin 
and vigor that he displayed in the east, For a wamber of years he proseauted 
lis business with great energy and lenacity and then turned his estate of seven 
hundred acres over to the operation of Ins children. 

June 20, 1893, Mr. Marshall met with the loss of his companion by death. 
They had traveled life's pathway together for forty years and she was the 
devoted mother of his four surviving children, yiz., Blmer EB, and Williain 
Sherman, of Noosho county: Mary CL. wife of J.C. Sinith, on the old heme, 
and John G, a railroad nuin at Parsons. The two sons of bis former mar- 
ridge are Daniel and Emery, both Neosho county farmers. 

Asa citizen Mr, Marshall has manifested a friendly interest in the affairs 
of lis miunietpality. In politics he adheres to the People’s party and has 
lwen three times elected trensurer of his township, 


ZACHARY 'T. HEATH —Prominently identified with the farming wool 
fondling interests of Neosho county and widely known as an early settler is 
Zachury T. Heath, of this review. Te is one of that large elass of settlers who 
went through the seourges and afflictions of the early time and vet remained, 
and is today among the substantial und influential men of Centerville township. 

Mr. TTeath is a native of Marke county, Indiana, born October 11, 1847. 
His father, Walter Heath, was o native of Kentucky and his mother, Margaret 
(Bradford) Heath, was a Penneylvanian by birth In his early life the 
father was a builder of flat boats on the Olio river and followed thut and the 
Missizsippi rivers asa boutman for many years. Leaving the trade and traffic 
of the rivers he settled im Parke county, Indiana, and was engaged in farming 
there till 1846 when he mover to Illinois and died in Clarke vounty. that state, 
in T8f1 at the age of fifty-five, and his wife surviving him several years, well 
peer in age. Eight children were born to the parents of whom five still 

ive. 

The youth of A T. Heath found him on a farm in Tilinois, spending his 
winters asa pupil in the country schools. THe left the farm in April, 1864, and 
enlisted jn Company EK, 143rd Illinois volunteer infantry, and did duty chiefly 
in Tennessee and Arkansas through the remainder of the war. He was diz 
charged at Mattoon, [linois, and became a farm hand in that state till hie de- 
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parture for Kansas, Fe came to Osage Mission in Neosho county in L867 
with # horse and « mule und $25 as bis darthly belongings and again went io 
work u3 a hood on the farm. In time he took a “aim near Galusburg, built a 
small cabin on it and began’ a modest career aso farmer. He traded his horae 
and mule for a yoke of cattle, the firet workable team he had in the state. Fle 
worked and manaenvered around till he got together three yoke of cattle and 
then went into the timber along the Neosho river and Ogeese creek and began 
“logeing.”” He followed this bneiness four years, in the meantime giving his 
claim the attention required ta hold it and living for a time a bachelor’s life ia 
his Irttle cahin home As he yiews it now in retrospect those were anong the 
most dheerfnl and happy times of his life. We pulled through the mud and 
tush of winter and through the heat and dust of swumer, while he was laying 
the foundation for a substantial carver. May 7. 1871, lie was wnited mm mar- 
nage with Rosa Remmy, a native of Franklin county. Ohio, and a daughter 
of Petor Remmy, a German who rewehed the Coited States on the 21st of 
dune, IN47, and settled in Ohio, Peter Rummy married Maria Aller, a Ger- 
man lady, In 2868 (hey moved to Tlineis and in 1865 cast their lot with the 
pioneers ef Nensho county, Kansas. Here Mr. Remmy died in 1899 at the 
ago of soventy-ight, surviving his wile from 1870, when ahe died at thirty-nine 
years old, Two elildren comprised their family, vie, Mrs, Death aod Moe, 
Ida Berry, 

Mr. and Mrs, TTleath took possession of his elnaim shanty immediately after 
the marriage. and after securing «& patent for and partially improving they 
farm, sold it and purchased a raw quarter section, the nucleus of his present 
home, Lverything that ie done on this farm has been the work of their hands, 
The planting of trees and shralbery—which resemble now a shady grove— 
wid the general work of foneing wid building to protect and accommodate the 
prodncts of the farm. The aeeomulations of thea labors of years is represen t- 
vd chiefly in their ownership of seven hundred acres of land. improved and 
convenient for the handhng and feeding of stock, In this latter 
occupation Mr. Auath has well merited enecess. From modest beginnings he 
jas como to be an important factor in the enttle-feeding industry of Neosho 
county. With the exception of the winter of 1901 he has, for years, turned 
off from five to eivbt bundred head of fat eattle annually, and during the 
seazon of 1901-2, three hundred head of eattle—with hogs to follow—ate up 
his several) thousand bushels of corn left over from the your before. 

Mr. Heath’s path bas not been strewn with roses all the way. He bas 
had storme to weather, as other financiers have had, and the seoret of how to 
iiake money out of cheap cattle has had te he fathomed, the hardest problem 
ofall. He has met the various trying conditions, one after another, and showi 
his capacity to cope with the most unfavorable clements in a farmer's career. 

Comprising Mr. Heath’s family are three children, only one of whom ,the 
son, is still at home. Isetta is the wife of Elbert Groen, of Neosho county; 
William; and Ella, wite of John Bullock, of La Junta, Colorado, 

Politically Mr, Heath i¢ a Republican but he has not had the time to 
devote to any office larger than that of o. member of the sehool board. 
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RENSSELAER BUTLER—An extensive farmer of Cimterville town- 
ship, Neosho county, and a gentleman widely and favorably known is Rensge- 
lace Butler of this notice. He came to his present locality in 1869 as a acltler 
frou Massachusetts in Berkshire county of which slate he was born on the 21st 
of Mare, 1831. Charlus A. an‘ Annis (Stone) Butler were his parents, the 
fornier being a native of Brandferd, Connectieut, and the latter of Massa- 
ehuselts. The father died at (fty-four and the mother at seventy-two years of 
age. Only two of their five chikiren survive, viz, Charles B. Butler, of North 
Adame, Muas., and Reneselaer Butler. our subjeet, 

Rensatlaier Butler seewred a common school edueation and learned thy 
shoenakers” trade in youth. This he followed till the war came on when he 
enlisted on the 19th of Joly, 1862, in Company E, 34th Massachusetts volun- 
teer infantry. three years service. Ifis regiment was one of the heayy losers in 
hattle, in the hattle of New Market alone haying a casualty list of two hundred 
men, Butler was in the battles of Piechmont, Winchester. Cedar Creek, Lynch- 
burg, Weliiond, Petersburg anid the final capture of Lee's army at Appo- 
atts, Ile wis a musician and detailed with the regimental band. During 
engapementa and Sollowing the lind was employed as hospital attendants, 
seoliring the battlefield for wounded and aiding in dressing wounds in (he 
tomporary hospitals in some residence or abandoned house, mder some big Love 
or ina tent where several surgeons weee operating with rapidity and throwing 
(he amputated limbs on a huge pile newr by. Mr, Batler was discharged «t 
Richmond, Virginia, alter the surrender of Lee and returned at onee to his 
family m Massachusetts. For fonr years he remained in his native state snd 
then sought the weet where land was to be lad for the tuking and where oppor- 
tunities for the poor nw were opening ip. In May, 1869, he entered and 
settled on the southweek quarter of section 2, township 29, range 19 mm Neosho 
couniy. Kansas, and erveted on it the ragalation claim shanty, He procendud 
al ounce to the businesa of the hour i preparing a place for the reception of 
hie Comily which came our the next year, Having sipped a sawmill from the 
eaat, he huuled ik down from Lawrence, the nearest railrond point, and located 
it on The Neosho river where i war known os the Baldwin & Butler oil aod 
wae operated for two years, sawing bomber for the settlers and for Mr. Butler’: 
own residence which wae built in IS71. At this time he wlee laid out his 
rrounide about the residence which inelude about three acres, with eirenlar 
drive, now fringed with evergreen and shade trees dawn to the public highway. 
Lia orchard was planted to the west of the house and his Targe barn and 
eratary lave been erected under its protection and in the back-eronnd. THis 
aatl isa rich black Himestone ancl os productiveness has been ia great measure 
responsible for the preaent substantial and imdependent powttion of ifs owner. 
Three hundred and twenty veres is embraced in hie farm and the responsibility 
lor ite appearance reste entirely with Mr, Butler and ts chiefly the business 
of his daily ile. For many years and while laying the foundation for a 
prosperity which should meet the demands of old age Mr, Butler’s wae a 
busy and intensely active life, AL the attributes and interests of the farm wace 
personally looked after as well as the actualework of ite cultivation. 
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On May , 1854, Mr. Butler married Juha A, Bemis, horn February 13, 
1833, and a resident of Spencer, Woreestur county, Massachnsvtts. She wae a 
daughter of Nathan and Lucey Bemis und is the mother of six living children, 
namely, Eliza A., wife of L. B. Meeker; William, Nathan B. and Walter RB. ; 
Martha J., who married Charles H. Moure, and Ralph A. 

Rensselaer Butler represents onu of the ancient and honorable familios 
of Now England, Born at Wilhamstown in the Old Bay State, le is of Con- 
neetiont antecedents and Of mixed English, [vish and Seotch extraction. Ha 
inherited substantial traits of character from a worthy aneestry und the fire 
of the patriot of 1776 is yet unconsumed. His maternal grandfather, 
Nathan Smith, was a captain of » company of Minute men from Williame- 
fown, Was present and tools part in the battle of Bunker Hill and at Benning- 
ton, and probably also was with Stark at Saratoga. They loved independence 
and abhorred slavery and the blood of their sons was spill in ite annihilation, 
Morust citizens and industrious artisans and farmers they have, from first to 
last, performed their individial portions in the settlement and development 
of their country, 


AMI H. MILLER—Ami H, Miller, recently engaged in blackemithing 
in Erie and a citizen who enpoys in a high degree the regard of his follow 
fownsmone—as indicated hy the fact of lis clection to the mayoralty of Ene-- 
is newa resident of Iola, Kansas. His administration, as a public officer, won 
for him high commendation, because it was shaped along lines of publie useful- 
ness, Hnprovement and reform, 

Mr, Miller was born in Preston county, Weat Virginia, May 7, 1842, hie 
parents being Joseph M, and Mary (Myers) Miller, the former born in Tenn- 
eylvania, and the latter in West Virginia, The father was an expert black- 
smith and an enterprising farmer but is now living retired in West Virginia 
ab the age of ninely-three years. Hor iany years be served os justice of the 
pein, performing many weirriage ceremonies and settling many neighborhood 
dizputes, both in and out of his court. Te is a Methodist and was widowered 
by the death of his wife 1 Nuyerber, 1900, whon she was ninety years of age. 
OF their fourtem children, ten are still living, all yet reside in West Virginia 
with thy exouption ol we. Wlitha J. is a blacksmith there. William, also a 
blacksmith, served for three years ab a sergeant in Company H, Third West 
Virginia infantry. Josiah J. died tn 1895. Lucinda is a widow residing in 
West Virginia. Our subject is the next of the family. H. M., a resident of 
Ohio, served for three years in the army during the civil war under General 
Averill of the cavalry forces. June is the wife of J, U, Jenkins, Martha is 
dewensed. Levi F. was « member of the Sixth West Virginia cavalry-for three 
veare, serving under Sheridan. Elizabeth has passed away. Jacob A. is next in 
order, Knauma is the wife of William Ringer, Ida is the wife of Henry McElroy, 
and Benjamin is the youngest, 

Our subject was educated in Virginia, learned the blacksmith’s trade with 
his father and to some extent followed farming. On the 28th of June, 1841, 
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he became counevted with military service as a momber of the Third Virginia 
infantry, serving for two years with that command, during which time he par- 
ticipatiwl In many tmportant battles, His regiment was then consolidated 
with the Sixth Virginia cavalry, At the second battle of Bull Run he was 
wounded, having a finger shot off, and in 1864, on the expiration of his three 
years’ torm, he was honorably discharged, Olfering to re-enlist he was rejected 
on account of the injury te lad sustained. 

Returning to his home, Mr. Miller then learned the business of taking 
pictures hy the daguerreotype process and later became acquainted with more 
modern photographie methods, following that business for a year. He spent 
a your as brakeman on the railroad and then returned to the blacksmith shup 
in which he hag until recently been an active worker, In 1870 he came to 
Kansas and vatablished) himeelf in Erie, where his cuterprise, industry unl 
good workmanship seoured to him a steadily inereasmg patronage. 

On the 9th of July, 1878, Mr. Miller married Himann Lake, a native of 
I linois, und » daughter of George and Elizabeth Lake, who came to Katisas in 
the 0s. Mrs. Lake te still making her home in Erie, Her husband passed 
away, however, in the fall of 187 “Coto Moy and Mes, Miller have been born 
five children, Oks A. the wife ef Dr. RR. CL Henderson; Avice 1, Ilda L., Ber- 
mee F., and Lawrence N., all at home. Mors. Miller ia a membur of the Meth- 
adiat Mpievopal church and our anbject belongs to the Independent Order of 
Odd Wellows, having filled all of the chairs of the local lodge, 

fle is also ivlentifled with Erie Post Ne. 311, Grand Army of the Republic. 

In politics he has always heen a stanch Republican und for three years ho 
served as schonl director, In 1883 he was elected muyor of Erie and filled 
the office so ucooptubly that he was re-clected for the second term. During 
his administration the hemutiful eity park was planted with trees and ts new 
an attractive ornament of Erie. He advocated progressive measures, tending 
to the substantial upburlding of the ity and his efferts were greatly appreci- 
ated by his follow townsmen, we indicated by his re-election, In citizenship he 
has ever hoon public spirited and legal, im business relurble and straightforward, 
aol is all that wakes a life honorable and worthy of the regard of hie fellow- 
men, 


JOSHPEHE MARTIN—The subject of this personal notice is the aetive 
lind of the Martin household in Ladore township, Neosho county. He repre- 
suntz a family who eume early to the county and who have heen prominently 
identified with ite ayrieultural and vivil affairs. He is the second aon of the 
late Hon. Joseph Martin, ex-rvpresentative lo the state legislature, and was 
born on the Lith of April, 1880. Tis father was one of the widely known men 
of his county and he excelled not only in his social and political acquaintance 
but in lie busimess affairs also. The latter was horn in Mercer county, Uinots, 
March |, 1842, was reared and educated in that state and came to manhood 
upon the farm. He was united in marrage with Susan Beard of the same 
county, a daughter of Abram Beard. and in 1572 came to Kangas and entered 
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from the government the beantiful farm upon which his widow and son still 
Yeside. His good taste anil industry showed themselves to great advantage 
in the development of one of the most attractive country sites to be found. 
Four hundred and twenty acres are embraced in the farm which stande as a 
monument to the energy and industry of Mrs, Martin and ber late husband 
and its affairs have been markedly conducted in line of the plans of its late 
owner since his assumption of the charge at bis father’s death. 

Joeapl Martin, Sr, was one of the plainsmen of the early time. When 
young aud daring le sought the frontier and became assoctaled with the 
“trail? from dhe Missouri river to the Rocky Mountains. He spent four 
yeare as & wagon-master and followed the rough aod tumble of that life till 
IsT1, when he returned to bis native etate, His suroess in business and lie 
evident fund of information concerning questions of everyday life commenslod 
him for any duty within the gift of Neosho county and in 1889 he was 
nominated by the Republicans for representative to the legislature, He was 
re-eleoted two years later and performed lis duties so as to meet the approval 
of the erjitical constituency and with eredit to himself. On the 15th of 
July, 1898, he passed away at the age of fifty-six years. His children wore 
three in number, as follows. Albert, who is emploved im the epnsion office 
at Topeka, Kansas, is @ gradyate of the Parsons Business College; Mary, 
who died at thirteen years, and Joseph, the subject of this sketch. ; 

Joseph Martin has been responsible for the conrluct of the family home- 
stead’ for four years and he has proven himeclf a worthy sueeessor to his 
lamented father, 

The Martins have performed an important share in the development of 
their county, Their industrial achievenients, alone, are largely a guarantec 
of their character and standing, but when their personal virtues are algo 
cvedited to their account. their enviable veeor( forms a bright spot upon the 
pages of thei’ country’s history. 


WILLIAM F. GROSS—The widely known und suceeseful breeder of 
loney stock in Shiloh township, Neosho county, is the subject of this review, 
W, FP, Gross. He is the owner wad originator of the “Pilot Stock TFurtm,” 
one of the popular institutions of the county, mm whieh he has resided ere 
than twenty years. Mr. Grose was born in Bartholomew county, Indiana, Aprl 
26, 1846, and is of paronts Henry and Sarah Evans) Gross, The father was 
bern in Proasia, August 4, 1815, came to the Mnited States in 1887, settled 
in Indiana and married in Bartholomew county. that slate, Frederick Gross, 
our subject's grandfather, was bern in 1782, camo to this country in 1833 and 
passed away in Bartholomew county, Indians, in April, 1459. Our subject's 
paternal grandmother, Charlotte W. Schneider, whe waa born November 4, 
1788, died in Bartholomew county, Indiana, September, 1876, 

Henry Gross was a lad of 14 when his parents settled in Bartholomew 
county, Indiana, He there met and married Sarah Hvane Anguet 10, 1545, 
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settled in that county and died there in 1895, his wife surviving him till 
1896, She waa born July 12, 1822, in Butler county, Ohio, and is the mother 
of William F.; John D., born May 14, 1853, and died May 2, 1854; Charlotte, 
horn September 27, 1847. and married Thomas Thrailkill; Benjamin, born 
Suptember 16, 1854; Christopher, born January 15, 1856, and Naney C. Wolf, 
horn September 1, 1848. 

William I. Gross was reare! ona farm in his native county where he was 
tducated in the commen schoole He was married July 15, 186, to Arminta 
A. Purvis, whose father, Lewis Purvis, married Naney Tl’. Pottort!, the father 
from Kentucky, and the mother of Indiana birth. Mr, Gross began farming 
fed tenant and prospered slowly and became able to purchase a farm of eighty 
acres in time and this he disposed of in 1880 and, with the proceeds, bought n 
quarter section of land in Neoshu county, Kansas, His farm is situated on 
Timber Hill Creck, three miles south of Thayer. and this he tinproved prepar- 
alory to engaying in the stoelk business. His farm embraces now three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, bwo hundred and fifty acres of whielt is in 
cultivation, the balance in meadow and pastare, and his attention has ever, 
since he has been in the county been yviven to the breeding of fast horses and 
shorthorn vattle, His stallions, Membrino Patehen, Alnont and Pilot Junior. 
ure at the head of hig stable of twenty-six head of trotters as well-bred az any 
in the country, His herd of Shorthorns register ae ereditably as any and 
contains a heifer from on Indiana herd, aa fine as any in that state, His 
«forts have been the dirvel cause of the improvements in the grades of 
horses atl cattle on his lowwlity and his busmeas is, to hin, a source of pleasore 
us well as al profit. 

Octoher 16, 1843, Mr. Grose met with the misfortune of losiny lie wits. 
She was thirty-four years old und left one ehild, Champson Gross, a farmer 
of Lahelte county, Kansas. May 1%, 1897, Mr. Gross, our subject. married 
Mrs. Eimma MeCrone, widow of George MeCrone, of Ulinois, a gentleman who 
representa his county in the state legislature for two terms. Mrs. Cross is 4 
daughter of David M. and Anna (Malott) Price and came to Kansas in 1879, 
(ne child, Einma Vesta, has hoon bern to Mr. and Mra. Gross. She was born 
June 21, 1899. 

Mr. Gross started in life with his two hands as bis assets and the sub- 
stantial position which he occupies makes a creditable showing for his thirty- 
five years of independent effort, Ais chief suecess has heen attuined in Kanens 
and to the evnerosity of this state he acknoweledyes his full measure of obligu- 
tion. 


MARTIN L, QLER—One of the syecessful farmers and stock raisers of 
Ladore township, Neosho county, is the subject of this review. He ie widely 
and most favorably known as a citizen and « man and the presentation of his 
record in this connection satisfies every element of propriety. 

Martin L. Oler’s birth seeurred in Wayne county, Indiana, and the eyent 
took place on the 18th of March, 1839. His was one of the pioneer families 
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of that etate for his parents, James and Nancy (Balenger) Oler, were born 
there, the former in 1811 and the latter in 1816. The Olers seem to haye 
Ginanated from Virginia, ve in that state our subjects paternal grandparents, 
Henry and Margaret (Porter) Oler, were born, They were of German blood 
amt reared a family of nine children. James Oler, father of our eubject, dial 
July 14, 1839, and left Martin L. as his only heir. His widow then married 
Joel Bowen who survived Till 1853 when he died at fifty years of age. Two 
children were born of this marriage, vix., Elizabeth and Caroline Bowen, and 
fi seventy-seven years old their mother died. 

At the age of fourteen years our subject began the task of muking: bis 
own living. His education was limited to a brief and irregular attendance 
upon the country school and when he began life’s responsibilities it was ue a 
hired man ona farm. He “worked out” till he was twenty-four years old when 
he purchased eighty acres of timber land with his savings, tool himself a wife 
ubont the sume time and became a tenant on a rented farm. He continued thus 
fo manage affairs till 1869 when he disposed of his interests in the Hoosier 
state and started to Kansas. He reached Pleasant Hill, Miseonri, etopped 
there andl farmed a season, hot sickness prevailed in bis family, muel of ther 
money was spent andl woder these ciremmstances the journey to Ranaas wae 
completed in the fall of the same year. Mo. Oler entered a claim on the west 
line of Ladore township, Neosho county, and one mile from the Labette county 
line. Here is the seene of his western activities. Here he Joid the foundation 
flor the condition of independence which he is now enjoying and here were put 
forth all the varied offorte of hie life in the achievement of this result. He 
ond his wife were both young and vigorous and full of hope when they drove 
their ox tenn onto the southwest quarter of section 30, built their story and 
a half l4x16 house—then the envied of all residences in the neighborhood— 
and felt themselves settled for life, "There seemed nothing near and con- 
venient but grass, space and Indians. Neighbors were.scarcely in sight of one 
another and it was better than ou day's drive to their trading poimt, Fort 
Seott. The red man crossed the prairies at will, and on one oecasion ag inany 
is one hundred and fifty crossed Mr. Oler’s clanm while his wife was alone. 
vet her faith in God and her conviction that He would give her strength to 
endure wll hardship: sustained her and she was not afraid. When Mr. Oler 
hal completed his house six dollars was the suin of amuney he had left. With 
health and good erops money could be considered an nnimportant item and it 
proved, at leust, partially true in this instance. All the money there was in 
the country was im the pockets of the settler and they needed it only to provide 
a few groceries ond uw little clothing. Jt was a commen practice to swap work 
wnd if this had not prevailed the more indigent of the settlers would have 
fare poorly indeed. The proeperity whieh has cone to our subject has enabled 
him to accumulate an estate of three hundred and twenty-five acres of land, 
improved to perfection, a neat well-kept country seat. 

Augnst 24, 1862, Mr. Oler married Agnes M. Foland, a daughter of 
George aid Bliva BE. (Francisco) Foland, who went to Indiana from Ohio in 
1849, Mrs. Oler wae born in Miami connty, Ohio, October 10, 1843. Her 
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father wus u native of Virginia and he mother a pative of Ohio, They resided 
in Indinnn twenty years and then came to Kunsas where, February 11, 1884, 
the father died at the age of seventy-three, while his widow passed away March 
24, 1902, at eighty-four years old. The children of thie worthy conple were 
George H.. Mary B., Ellen S&S. Agnes M., Jacob 8., Surah F., John J., Calvia 
Olay, und Alfraretha. 

To Mr, und Mra. Oler have been born twelve chililren, eight of whow 
survive, namely, Martha D., wife of Peter Eyzenbrandt: Olive C., who married 
Wilher Owen; William A. ; James Ora.; Sallie E.; Thomas L.; Franklin, and 
Virginia. The four decease are George H., Melisea L, Martin L, and 
Dorn B. 

In polities Mr. Oler is a Republican, having cast his first presidential voce 
for Abraham Lincoln. 


RENJAMIN K, CHARD—Among those whe are termed “old settlers” 
hut not classed with the pioneers, is Benjamin K. Chard, of this notice, H» 
Was born in Steuben county, Lndiana, March 6, 1840, and is a son of Charlies 
Chard and Sarah Ann Willett, the former af Ohio and the latter a native of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Chard of this review has an Anglo-French ancestry, his 
patronyinie being of English origin while the Willetts were of French blood, 
Charles Chard settled in Tudiana tn an early day and some years later inoverd 
into [linois. In 1877 he came into Kansas, keeping pace with the march of 
settlement aud civilization, He was born in L807 and died in 1895, while 
his wife died ten years earlier nt sixty-five years old. 

Benjamin K. Chard wae the third of eight children and was reared in 
Indiana and L[linois and nequired a very lituited education, in fact he was 
unable to write when he entered the army, His surroundings were rural and 
his opportunities were very poor. 

December 22, 1837, Rachel Smith was born in Wayne county, Indiana, 
and July 3, 1860, she beeainw the wife of Benjamin K. Chard. August 7, 186— 
Mr, Chard enlisted in Company G, 84th Iilmois infantry and his brigade was 9 
part of the Army of the Cuinberland, He saw some of the hard fighting of the 
war, was in the battle of Stone River, Chicamanga, and Marietta, and in the 
last named place he was wounded by a musket bell passing through his right 
ankle, He served till the war was over and at its close was discharged at 
Springfield, Tllinois. Te engaged in farming rented land in Hendersvs 
coumty, Tlinovis, remaining in that state till 1871 when he came to Kansas and 
entered vevermment land in Neosho county. Tis claim was in the south- 
west portion of (irant township and all the years of his labor and care since 
then have converted it into one of the desirable farmsteads of the township. 

Bleven children were born to our subject and wile. six of whom died in 
infancy. Those living are, William Honry; Mary E., wife of Alexander 
Trodway; Surah A., wite of Geo. A. Walters, of Illinois; Olive L., wife of Jobn 
M. Herrin, and Benjamin Franklin, at home. Mrs, Chard’s father was 
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William S. Smith, who married Elizabeth Sands, who dicd in 1858 at forty-six 
years of age. They hed a family of ten children of whom six are living. 
Mr. Chard is a Hepublican, 


JAMES STANFIELD—The subject of this sketch was born in Green 
county, Ohie, November 18, 1853, His father was William Stanfield and his 
mother, before marriage, Lydia H. Evans, the former a native of Ohio, the 
latter a native of South Carolina, The father was in the Union mrmy, 14th 
Qhio volunteer infantry, with which he served during the last year of the wae. 
He came to Kansas in 1871 ond settled in Tioga township, Neosho county, 
Where he lived for twenty-vivht and one-half years, dying July 19, 1900, aged 
eighty-one years. The mother died at Dayton, Ohio, March 18, 1900, aged 
seventy-six years, Of their eleven children, James was the eighth in age, the 
olhers being Sarah, wife of S. HE. Beach, of Chanute, Nansus: Massie, wile of 
J. H. Kline, of Dayton, Ohio; Samuel Stanfleld, of Chanute, Kunsas;Naney 
K. Herr, of Florence, Arizona: Beulah, wife of Lewis Edwards, of Brie, 
Kunsas: Robert EB. Stanfield, of Chanote, Kansas: Anna G., wife of FL. ©, 
Todd, of Chanute, Sanaas: William M_ Stantield, of Aften, Indian Territory ; 
Lydia Avabelle, wife of J. J. Wheatley, of Chanute, Kansas, and Isaac N, 
Stunfield of Ele county, Kansas. 

James Stantleld was reared in Groen county, Ohio, and accompanied Wil- 
lam, Samuel and Robert B. Stanfield, William Mosier, and two other compan- 
ions to Kansas in IST1. He had obtained a fair common school education ta 
the schools of his native county and had attended college at Xenia, Ohio. THe 
reawived o certificate te teach before leaving the cast and jt a in school 
rec work one year. After coming to Kansas, he tanght for a period of 
thirteen years in the schools of Neveho county. In 1855 he gave up the work 
and, turning lis attention to farming, las follewed it moet of the time since. 

Not yery long after coming to the county he bought a elaim, the north- 
west quarter of section 19, township 27, range 19, on which he began improve 
ments, building a small box house and stich other buildings as his moans 
would allow, aud used these till able te erect more substantial ones. In 1895 
he put up his present residence, a good two-story frame building and has 
heautified and improved his place with groves, hedge fences and the like, and 
altogether has one of the mosh uttraclive and valuable places in the neighbor- 
hood where he lives. While absorbed in the main with his private affairs he 
has iv general interested himself in matters of public concern and has filled 
zene sruall local offiees the principal of which is that of justice of the peace of 
his fownship, which he has held a mtunber of times. 

Mr. Stanfield married in Neosho county, Kansas, August 5, 1877, Mise 
Sarah Evaliow Evans, who was born in Aamilton county, Tennessee, Septem 
ber 4, 1858, She is a daughter of James J. and Angeline (MeCalla) Evane 
heth of whom were ulso natives of Tennessee and who moved to lowa in 
1864, whence five years later fhey came to Kansas and settled in Big Creek 
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township, Neosho county. The father died here in 1895, aged eighty, the 
mother still living at the old homestead in Big Greek township. Mrs. Stan- 
field is the third of a family of aix children horn to her parents, having two 
sisters older, Mrs. Nancy A. ‘Taylor and Mrs. Mary I. Massey, and three 
brothers younger, William §., James M. and Thomas D. Evans. 

Mr. und Mrs, Stanfield have three children Earl Tssell, Ada Angeline 
and James HK. Stanfield. 

In polities Mr, Stanfield is a Republican. 


ABNER COMBS—The subject of this personal notice has resided im 
Kansas sin the year 1860 when he settled in Leavenworth county and en- 
gaged in brick-making near Tonganoxie. He was a citizen of that county for 
three years, coming to Neosho county with his young wife in 1869 and enter- 
ing the tract in Big Creek township uparn which he now resides. 

Abner Combs was born in Clermont county, Ohio, May 5, 1833, and is 2 
son of Daniel Combs, a native of the state of New Jersey—born in 1804—and 
of Blizabeth (Halladay) Comba, ¢ native of the same state with her husband. 
Thomas Combs, our subject’s paternal grandfather, came west to Ohio the 
same year his son Daniel was horn. He was a patriot soldier of the Revolution 
and entered the United States arm for service in the war of 1812 from the 
new state of Ohia, He opened 4 farm in the latter state and reared his family 
there, Daniel Combs passed his life as a farmer and died in Ohio in 1884 while 
his wife ried at forty years of age. Of thorr family of eleven children seven yet 
BUTVIVe. 

Our subject is the fourth child of his parents and lived with them till 
he attained his najority. He went to Nebraska im 1849 and was engeged there 
in working for a contractor, transporting freight acrose the plains for the 
government to Denver and Fort Laramie, Wyoming. ‘This business he fol- 
lowed for a year and a half andthen returned to Ohio te take hie place in the 
ranks and do his doty toward hie country and its flag. In 1863 he enlisted in 
the Fourth Ohio Independent covalry tn whieh he served till the elese of the 
rebellion, His regiment wae veel largely as a seouting party and consequently 
encountered many skirmishes and small engagements not participated in by 
the main forces. He was in the battle of Nashville and helped to do mach 
of the hard work in the tield during the last years of the war. He was usterad 
out of the servies May 24, 1865, at Camp Dennison, Ohio. 

The war over, Mr, Combs remained about his old home till the next 
simmer when he identified himeelf with the west us above stated. 

At Tonganoxie, Kansas, Mr. Combs married Elvina Cook, an Lowa lady 
and a daughter of Josiah Cook, Their wedding occurred on the 27th day of 
May, 1869, and about a year later they began life on « claim in Neosho county. 
Their tract was included in the disputed stip and for some years Mr. Combs 
was more or less harrassed and worried by the litigation which ensued but in 
the end the settlers were victorious and his farm was patented to him in the 
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regular way. With two dollare in cash in his pocket when he settled in the 
county, Mr. Combs hus pasa! through the hardships and privations of the 
early times and has won 2 vompetence sufticient for the after years of life. Ip 
1874 Mrs, Combs died leaying two sons, Daniel and Jesse, and one daughter, 
Jerusha, The former is cultivating the family homestead and has it well stock-— 
ed and well farmed. Jerusha was sent to Ohio soon afler her mother’s death 
where she was reared and is married to Bert Patehell. 

Mr. Combs hae served two terms as township trustee of Big Creek town- 
ship and he affiliates with the Populist party, 


BYRON DIXON—The business firm of Dixon & Koenig, of St. Paul, 
represents fully the hardware inturests of that city, Its senior member is reeoz- 
tized as one of the yonng men of promise in the community and, although his 
career in businuss has been comparatively brief, yet it is of sufficient length to 
mark him as a snecessful merchant and man of alfuirs. 

Byron Dixon was born in Neosho county, seven miles southeast of St, 
Panl, December §, 1878. “Down on the farm” was where he was reared and 
the country schools gave him his educational equipment up to his entry of the 
business college at Parsons, Kansas. In this institution he remained till he 
completed a businesk course, graduating in 189—, Tle left the farm to beg 
a merduntile hfe in 100 and, with his partner, purchased the hardware busi- 
ness of 0. & S—— in St. Paul Dixon & Koenig formed just the right 
combination to win public contidence and their new venture promised wull 
for them trom the start and brought them a gratifying return on their inyust- 
ment the first year of the firms existence. Implements, carriages and wagons 
form a prominent feature of their stock and the frankness and fairness with 
whieh they moet their trade commends them to the public as the coming leaders 
m their line m St. Paul, 

Mr. Dixon jis a son of Francis W. Dixon, an Illinoisan by birth, who mar- 
ried Elizabeth Dean in that state. The parents were pioneers to Neosho county, 
coming to that area of wnibroken and untamed prairie as early as 18—. They 
settled seyen miles southeast of Osage Mission, which tract the father deeded 
from the government and upon which he still resides. In 1895 his wife died 
at the age of forty-eight years. She was the mother of eight children, her 
eon Byron being the youngest. 

Byron Dixon is a man of business and not a mixture of business and 
polities. He exploits nothing in the face of his trade but the merits of his 
wares and this is done so effectually, yet unconsoiously, that the volume cf 
business of the concern has climbed to surprising and gratifying heights. In 
politics he supports the cause of the Democrata at the polls, and in lodge mat- 
tere he is a Modern Woodinan, 


328 JIISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS, 


OOL, JOHN C. CARPENTER—Werwe there any need of apology for 
inserting in this volume biographies of nen yek living ample reason for the 
following brief mention of Col, Carpenter could certainly be found in the 
thirty-live years of hie active participation in the affairs of the locality where 
he lives wml in the acknowledged eminence whieh he bas attained both ss a 
poblic offieial wad as a man of business. 

John ©. Carpenter was bern in the town of Indiana, Indiana county 
Pornaylvania, February 5, 1858. Tis father was Ephriam Carpenter and his 
mother, before marrige, Elizabeth Shryoek, both coming of New England and 
New York antecedents and themselves carly settlers of Western Pennaylvania. 
The father was a lawyer and practiced in the cirovits of Western Pennsylvania 
for imany yeura, dying in 1560, “a ripe scholar, well-read lwwyer, scrupulously 
honest, tull of integrity, just and wp-right’—so characterized in the veso- 
lntions passed Inv lis honie baron the oecasion of his death, 

Young Carpenter was vdaeated in the schools and an acadenvy of his 
native place and attended two yedre at Kenyon colleve, Gambier, Knox county, 
Olio, from Which istitution he eumne in the spring of L847 to Kansas. Le 
laid at that Gime do older brother, A. G. Carpenter, residing in Allen county, 
this state, engaged in snrveying townsites and locating settlers, and John ©, 
located a clan near old Geneva where he remained for two years waiting for 
the New York Lidinn bows to come inte market, In the meantime his mother 
dim! and wt the solicitation of his father he returned home, entered the office 
of H.W. Weir, Esq.. in hie native plice, and began reading law. The open- 
ing of the civil war found him so engaged, and in response to the call for 
voluntvers he tid aside lis books and enlisted in 1861 in the 67th Penn- 
sylvama vohintevr infantry in whieh regiment he rose through suecessive 
promotions from the position of aecoud liealenant to that of colonel of his regi- 
Tnent and served till the close of hostilities, bem imatered out suly 21 ,1R65, 

Returning hame, Col. Carpenter finished reading low .was admitted to the 
hav on April 6, 186, and the next day started to Ranga. Ue had prospectodd 
considerably over the Neasho country during his previous residence in the 
territory, and tnther he directed bis steps in search of a location. Lahette 
aml Neosho countios were then one, and the population was confined mainly to 
the settlements along the Neosho river, there being no town in the limits of 
either, exeept the strageling village of perhaps a dezen houses which had 
vrowh up around the trading poet at Osage Mission. But the country, thouy'y 
practionlly wotried, gave carnest of its future as the abode of man in its location, 
and by the wealth of ite natural growth, and he wnhesttatingly cast in his lor 
will) those then settling there. Old Erie at that time consisted of n store and a 
dwelling house, the store being conducted by J. L. Denison and A. H, Roe, m 
the half-stery log house above which was held the first term of court ever 
held in the county. Col Carpenter atrended this term of court but in the 
theenee of any bueiness before it of his own to attend to, he interested himself 
in a Lownsite Movement and in company with others laid out the present town 
of Brie. te which the old town moved anc which at onoe heenme the chief seat 
of population in that section of the eaunty, He remained ot Brie till the 
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summer of 1870 when with othere he laid out the town of New Chicago at 
the crossing of the M. K. & 'T. and the old L. La & G. (now Santa Pe) raal- 
way, which place was subsequently merged with ite rival, Tioga, and 
became the present prosperous city of Chanute. With the making of this placo 
as well as with the history of Neosho county in general he has been identi- 
fied during the past thirty-two years; in faet for thirty-five years—ever 
snes he has heen in the county he has been an active and conspicuous figure 
in its affairs, Tn 1868 Col, Carpenter was cleted to the state senate repré- 
senting the Sixteenth senatorial district composed of the counties of Allen, 
Lahette, Neosho, Wilson, Woodson and Montgomery, Im 1876 he was ré- 
elected, was cleeted again in 1892 and again in 1900, and is the present 
representative from his senatorial distriet—Neosho and Wilson cownties, He 
was appointed internal revenue collector for Kansas and the Indian Territory 
in Mebruary, 187s, whieh office he held during the odministrations of Hayes 
and Arthur. Ile receiyed thirty-five votes for lieutenant governor in the 
Republican state convention in 1870; reeived thirty-eight yotes for governor 
in the Republican state conyention in 1872; was u delegate to the National 
Republican convention in Jeane, 1872, and reeecved two yotes in the senate and 
one in the house for United States sunator in January, 1874; was femporary 
chairman of the Repnublicun state convention at Topeku the sme year; was 
appointed register of the United States land office at Hays City, Kansas, J une 
29, 1874, whieh he declined to accepts was made chairman of the Kansas board 
of the World’s Fair ¢oonrssion in 1901 which position he now holds;in Mareh, 
1902, was tmdered by President McKinley the office of United States commis 
sioner of Pensions, whech he declined and which position was subsequently 
given ta Hon. Kugene F, Ware, the present ineumbent of that office. 


BENJAMIN CLARK—We present, in the introduction to this article, 
the name of one who hus pasted a third of w century in Neosho caunty and 
who entered the Jand on which he now resides. Ie began his somewhat cheek- 
ered carver tn Erie townahip in the month of ————,, 156), and was a settler 
from INinois where he went as a vyeuth of seventeen and where he attainvil 
his majority and married. Hoe was barn in Oswego county, New York, on the 
Lith of March, 1834, and is n son of Benjamin and Abigail (Young) Clarte, 
hoth native New York people. The father died in 1840. 

There were tive of the Clark children, yiz, Sarah, Anna, Nanoy, deceased ; 
Benjamin and stephen- 

The life of our subject can be said to have begun at the infantile age of 
seven years, for it was then that he left his mother’s watchful care and went 
to live wilh Danicl Meteal! who agreed to “keep him for what he could do,” 
and those who fall inte euch hands and under such conditions usually do 
enough for ther “keep.” At thirteen years old he hired out at 6.00 pe 
month for a year. For the next three years he worked at anything flat came 
in his way, cutting cord-wood, and what not, and in 1855 he accompanied his 


330 IMSTOUY OF NEGSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. 


other and stepfather te Peoria county, Ulinois. He was a resident of tus 
county and shite fourteen vears und passed lis life as a modest farmer, THe 
wis nirried in 1860, his wife being Mary BE. Fineh, a lady born in the sanw 
county und state he was; lure birth oecurring December 15, 1842. She was a 
danghter of Benjamin and Lowisu A. (Rew!) Finch, and was one of six 
children in the family, Mr Fineh was born December 20, 1819, and died 
Kebruary 4, 1890, Lowisa A, Reed wus born February 16, 1819. The ehildven 
af this venerable couple surviving are, Mrs. Anna Ii. Mindell, Mrs. Mary ©. 
Clark, Mrs, Eroma J. Brown, Nathaniel J. and Frank Finuh. 

Establishing themselves ax proneers in Kansas Mr and Mrs. Clark erected 
a stall house on their elaim where their modest but hospitable home was main- 
tained. Mr. (lark maintained the family by getting ont and hauling ties for 
the Missourl, Kansas & Tevas railroad and for the Leavenworth, Lawrence &. 
Galveston railroad, then building through the state. He took ether work as it 
cane in his way. and thus kept the wolf from the cabin door while he wae 
making his new farm ready for profitable cultivation, The experimental years 
passed, the fertile evil and the family industry combined to produce alundant 
harvests of the cereals and other crops adapted to the elimate and prosperity 
abounded in the hone. 

fn Mr. antl Mrs. Clark's family were nine children, namely, Mary C., 
Wile of Jesse Gilmore: Laura A. who married John Gilmore, now of Kansits 
Citys Flora Mant, born 1866 aud cil 1885; Alya, born July 27, 1868; Oliver, 
hom November8, 1873: Charles B., born January 6, 1880; Eddie G, bora 
Januury 30, 1852, died Jannary 7, 1883; Grace, born Murch 18, 1885, dice 
1854, aud Surdis, born November 17, 1885. 


JOSEPH M. BARN EE Y¥—One of the cistinetively early settlers of Neosho 
county and gs gentloman who is prominently identified with the agriculhairal 
interests of Brie township is he whose mame mtrodnces this review. Bora 
in Warren, Bristal eounty, Rhode Island, Mr. Barney is a son of Hirain and 
Elizabeth (Smith) Barney, of the same state. The father was cashier of the 
Cohanout bunk, of Taunton, Massachusetts, for many years and in 1844 moved 
ouf to Tiinois and settled in Peoria county where he located his family and 
tngaged in mervhandising io Brimfield, Peorin county, He died there in 1865 
at seventy years old, while bis wife survived to the age of vighty-seven, dying 
in 1891. Of their four ehildren Joseph M. ie the oldest, Hiram, the next, 
resides in Topeka, Kansas, and Mmily Lowe and Sarah Gilson reside in 
l'eorin, Ilineiz. 

Joseph M. Barney was thirteen years old when his parents left Rhode 
Taland, ond he completed hie minority on lis father’s farm in Illinois. In 
1855 he returned to New England and was married in Pitehburg, Museachu- 
setts, to Miss Sarah Farwell, a native of Fitchburg, that state. She was born 
May 31, 1836, and is a daughter of John T. Farwell and Mer evlvia (Todd) 
Farwell, the latter of New Hampshire birth. Seven children blessed the Far- 
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well union, five of whom survive—three in New Mngland and John A. Farwetl, 
of Chicago, und Mrs. Barney. Mr. Barney resided in Peoria county, Hlinais, 
till 1867 when he and family came west to Neasho county, Kansas. Ho enterert 
a piece of land six miles northwest of Erie, when he came to Kansas, where he 
pitched his tenf and began work on his log cabin home, He endured the 
scourges and hardships of the early day, with stood the occasional hostility of 
the eloments and lived through the grasshopper raid, twice, and had his prop- 
erty destroyed by fire, but kept on plowing and planting with encouraging 
results, for instead of his original one hundred and sixty acres of prairie grase 
he owns a half seetion, well and substantially finproved and in a fertile and 
productive state. When he took possession of his claim there was not a house 
north of him to the county line, and the surface of the country showed plainly 
the earmarks of the aborigines. During the tine of great need wand when sid 
was being solicited for the settlers of Kansas, Mr. Barney reevived two barrels 
of potatoes from an uncle in the east, a present which wus timely and appre- 
ciated and the ouly ail he ever received Trom any source. 

As an iuportant adjanet to lis farm Mr. Barney engaged in the raising 
of horses. He wae u lover of blooded horseflesh and entered imto the business 
with a zest amd a deep interest whieh forutold snecess. Other matters, aside 
from the general and commonplace work of raising grain, have felt the pulse- 
throb of is imlustry aud the various aveues of income have placed him on s 
financinl plane, independent of and beyond the common wants of man, : 

Mr. and Mrs. Barney lave been blessed with w family of seven children, 
only four of whom are living, viz. Prank, of Longton, Kansas; Elizabeth, cf 
Evanston, Tlinois; Mrs, Emily Whiteley, of Lombard, Ulinois, and Mrs. 
Mabel Young, of Wichita, Kansis. 

Tn politics our subject is a lifelong Republican. Tle was born Septem + 
V4, Lod1, und was consequently a veter in 1852 when General Scott was the 
Whig candidate and was defvated for the presidency by Franklin Pierce. He 
has not had the time or the inclination for polities ae a part of his business 
lait Lis consentod to perform public service whenever required of him. He has 
been treasurer of his township and was for a score or more of years a momber 
of his school bowrd, 


ALEXANDER KR. LAN T—larly as a settler of Neosho county and wide- 
ly known a¢ a citizen of Ladove township, Alexander R, Lant represents the 
interests of the industrious farmer and has hore a modest part in the internal 
development of his county, Ile was bern in Washington county, New Yori, 
un the 17th of September, 1859, los parents being Casper and Ortha ( Bruce) 
Lant, the former of New York and the latter of Massachusetts, The fainily 
chine west to Illinois in 1810 and settled in Llencerson county where the father 
dial at tinmety and the ntother at eighty-cight years of age, 

A. R. Lant was the seventh in a family af nine children and was brought 
up ona farm and limitedly edtcated in the common gchools of Minois, On 
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the 12th of July, 1862, he onlisted in Company C, 1st Illinois infantry. The 
first battle jn whieh he fought was [orterville, Kentucky, and at the battle 
of Bowling Green he was captured by General Morgan’s command, paroled anu 
sent to Columbns for exehange. Ile rejoined the army and was in the siege 
and dapture of Vieksburg, after which his regiment was sont to Texas where 
many skirmishes were partlenpated in while redaeing that state. Returning 
to the eaet the regiment took part in the battle of Mobile at which plate our 
subject was (isetharged on the expiration of his time. 

In resuming civil life My. Lant took ap larming at his old home and 
continued in that state till his departure for Kansas in 1870. Ile provided the 
funds for the deeding of the furm he now oceupies from the guvernment and 
came into possession of it thronyh this souree, Ele owns one Lundyed and 
vighty-five aeres, with improvernents in keeping with the times, the enjoyment 
Of whieh is his delight im the evening of life. He passed through the seourge 
of hardship and trouble in the early day, laving, at times, neither money nur 
much te ent, und doing a job of work wherever he could yet it and at almost 
whatever price. Lf work was searee he cut steve wood, hauled it to Parsons 
and sold it at a dollar a load, which represented the earnings of himself and 
team for two diye. 

DOetober 2, 1868, Mr. Taint married Mary H. Stewart, a native of Lan 
caster, Missouri, and « danghter of —————— Stewart, May 3, 1899, Mrs, 
lant died at forty-nine years old, leaving five children, viz, Kdwin F., Frank 
E., Bertha, wife of Charles Yazell. of Parsons, and Trene and Eugene. 


ANDREW BROADBENT—'The late honored pioneer of Neosho eounty 
ind o gentleman of wile acquaintance and popularity and thrift, Andrew 
Hroadbent, wis an Anglo-Ameri¢an who spent sixty-cight years in the United 
Stites and who was as avowedly assimilated and in full coimnmunion wrth 
Ameritan thought and institutions as if he had never been a subject of the 
English Queen, He was born in 1825 and was employed in a Tactory in 
Englaud prior to bis emigration in 1840, He remained in Pennsylvania for a 
time, working as a machanic, and went to Wieconsin prior to the civil war, He 
enlisted in 1864 in Company IL, Sth Wisconsin velunteer infantry, and served 
till the close of hostilitles. His serviee was arduous and full of dangers for he 
wis in fourteen engagements during his little less than a year in the field, Tle 
wis in the Red River expedition and tm the battle of New Orleans and Mobile, 
antl was hit twice, one ball passing through and spending itself in his overcoat, 
strapped across his shoulders, Ue returned to his family after the war and 
remained a farmer in Wisconsin till 1866 when he drove through to Kaneas in 
company with two sons and settled in Neosho county, Ile entered a tract of 
the public doin three and one-half miles northwest of Brie and began the 
arection of a log house thereon, preparatory to the reception of his family, soon 
fo follow. he sod was broken for the first crop and the corn planted bufore 
he got out the timber for his cabin and when this latter work was going on ih 
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was in the fall, the ehill and fever seasou of the year. The father returned to 
Wisconsin for the family, leaving the sons who took sick and, being wnable tu 
complete the house, they slanted boards up against it for a eovertng and were 
found there almost helpless on the arrival of the fumily. With this eonditiou 
and the near approach of winter Mrs. Broadbent said shu wished the earth 
would open up antl swallow them all at one gulp, Bot the earth wus more 
friendly and did not do so but lett the family to work ont its own destiny, 
Hardships were endured and difficulties surmounted as the seagzons passed wu 
an era of prosperity set in. ‘The eonntry settled wp and imestead of n fry 
neighbors—Snyder. MeCrary, Brandenburgh and Wells—as at first, there came 
to be a settler on every section and then on nearly every quarter until the 
original grassy plain wae lost in a maze of settlements. 

Mr. Broadbent erectod Wis buildings on a spot of high ground a half mile 
from the highway froin whieh elevation bis spacious and handsome residence, 
lis immense barn and his forest of shade everlook the surrounding eountry 
anil bugeest an air of rest and rebivement. Tis farm crew in extent with the 
accumulations of years and when he died June 20, 1898, he was the owner of 
two hundred and forty acres of land. 

Mrs. Broadbent was, like her husband, a native of England, She was 
born m Yorkshire Oetoher 8, 1850, and ber mailen name was Elizabeth 
Turner. She came to America with the Broadbent lamily and resided in 
Philadelphia and near there for some years, going thence to Wisepnsin 
where she married Andrew roadbent. She has been identified 
with the Irentier twice im her life but the settlement in Kansas gave her an 
experience whose repetition woulil be as unwelcome as it is undeserved. She 
hus borne her share of all the burdene of the household and is entitled to her 
share of the credit for the family achievements. She is the mother of the 
following children, viz, John, of Joplin, Missouri: Frank ; Thomas, of Beloit, 
Kaneas; Roderick, of Beloit, Kansas, Miranda, wife of George Wheeler: Albert 
J.; Lizzie, wife of Richard Purvianee; Clara May, who married BE. M. Wheeler, 
of Jotferson, Kansas: Juha, wife of John Tooker, of Brookings, South 
Dakota; and Fred D., who is running the farnily homestead. 

Fred D, Broadbent was born in Neosho county, Kansas, on the 28th cf 
September, L870, and came through infaney to maturity on the Neosho county 
homestead and was educated in the country achoole und at the State Agricul- 
tural College at Manhattan. At his father’s death he took charge of the 
operation of the tarm, He is young fn the bueinese of breeding Shorthorns 
and his Mrs, Mott, Shonota, Wild Eyes and Cleopatra are among the finest 
registered stuff in the county. He is interested im his new enterprise and is 
thoroughly aronsed to its importancy as a profitable industry and as a benefit 
to the courty. 

January 24, 1900, Mr, Broadbent was married, lis wife being Lens Carrie, 
a daughter of J. A. Carrie, who brought his family to the United States from 
Thindee, Scotland, in 1890. One child has been born of this union, Freda, 
born Mareh 18th, 1901, 
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MRS. MATILDA SMITH—Among those numbered as early settlers of 
Walnat Grove township, Neosho county, is the subject of this brief sketch. She 
came to the state in 18% and settled the farnt upon which she now yesides, 
It comprises two hundred and forty acves and is situated three miles northwest 
of Walnut, where her handsome residence, npon an eminence, overlooks the 
rest of the farm and the valley beyond. ‘The residence and grounds are par- 
tivlly hidden by a wealth of maple trees, conspicuous to the pablie eye and 
presenting an appearanee of comfort and eheerfulness, In its native condition 
it was truly a beautiful spot bot as a farm, and under the guidance and 
direction of its owner, its appearance is that of a landscape with forest and 
plain and stream and field, limited by the artist's hand, 

Mrs, Smith was born in Andrew county, Missouri, October 15, 1850, and 
wa daughter of James Sommers and Elisabeth Hall, both native of Tennessee. 
The latter moved into Missouri about the middle of the 19th eantury and in 
1881 the father came on to Kansas, and died here on the ath of Febrnary, 
1807, at cighty-onv vears of age. November 14th of the next year, his wife died 
at the age of seventy-six, Their children were Benjamin N: Jumes A., and 
Matilda. The daughter, our subject, was reared in Benton wounty, Missouri, 
where she was educated in the country echools. She was married to George 
(. Smith July 18, 1809, and soon thereafter drove over into Kansas where 
her home has been maintained since. Mr. Smith was horn in Vernon county, 
Missouri, Seplember $0, 1842, and was conaynently one month past éwenty- 
seven years of age when he joined interests with the settlers of the Sunflower 
stute. He was a man of purpose and with enterprise and ambition. He did 
the work of initial improvement on his farm and managed its affairs sue- 
cessfully for twenty-seven years when, on January 12, 1894, he was removed 
by the hand of death, Tis parents were Isaac Do and Matilda (Ross) Smith. 
The father was born Mareh 88, 1802, and he and his wile were natives of 
Kentucky, 

Our aulject took up the work of her husband when he died and has 
proven a worthy sticeessor in the management of their estate. In LH00 thet 
splendid farm residence took shape und came into existence and it, together 
with hor barns, give the improvements a substantial and permanent appear- 
anen not to be dupleited upen every homestead. 

Eleven children were born to Mrs South, ten of whom survive, viz., Mors, 
Hattie May Parker, of Paraone, Kansas: James D., who died at two years of 
jcw; Motiledla Mlizubeth, wife of Pred Vilmer, of Pittsburg, Kansas; George W.: 
John TL; Mra Mrs. Rertha Putmphrey, of Kansas City, Missouri; Edward; 
Frederick B.: Angie B.; Robert H., and Taaac O. The desire of the parents ju 
that their children should oome te he useful and industrious men and women 
Hag, and ig about to be, fulfilled. The sone are an invaluable wid to their mother 
in the proseeution of the work and affairs of the farm und it is to them that 
she looks for the proper execation of her plang and directions. 

Mr, Smith was a member of the Modern Woodmen and of the Adventist 
chuveh, 
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WILLLAM GOODE, Deevased-—This gentleman, who for many years 
previous to his death was a respected citizen of Chetopa township, Neusho 
county, was a native of Virgima, born April 6, 18%1. Tis parents were 
William and Agnes (Cole) Goode, who were also Virginians hy hirth and 
who migrated from Virginia ewrly in the last century and settled mm Gree 
county, Itneis, and there subsequently lived and died—the father dying ™ 
18++ at aboot the age of aeventy-seven and the mother in 1854 at about the 
age Of seventy-eiy, Ma. Gootle’s father was in the war of 1812 and his grand- 
father was & Revolutionary soldier, The Goodes and Coles Wing among olf 
Virginia fainilies, members of these families figured in all the early Indian 
wars as well as in the Colonies’ vontests with the mother country. They were 
natural fighiers and bern pionwers being people of large frame, strong coneti- 
tations, courageous and sell-reliant with on inbred love of freedom and a 
fondnees Tor the forest and the rude life of the trontier. 


Willian Goode, growing up among such a people and such surroundings, 
notorally took to that sert of a life himeelf and when he found the country 
heeaming too thickly settled for him in Ubnois he cast his eyes toward the 
great Weet and hither directed his footsteps as olfurmge the most promising 
arena for lils activilies. He came do Kanens on a tour of investigation in 186% 
and remained about a year when he returned to Ulinois and haying made up 
lis wind ty settle here moved his fainily oot and located in Chetopa townshin, 
Neosho county, in March, 1870. He fled on a quarter section of land in that 
township and Chere subsequently lived and died. He was, us the date shows, 
an carly settler of that locality, » farmer and stock raiser and met with a 
tnir degree of sueeuss, He never had any desire to ncenmulate a great anoint 
of property but wae contented to live and Jet live. He discharged his duties 
neeeptably as husband, father, friend and neighbor and took such interest in 
the welfare of the commanity as might be expeeted of a good citizen, He died 
April 27, 1901; was for fifteen years previous to his death a inember of the 
Chistian church. 

Mr. Goode married Melissa Sterling in Green county, Llinois, m 1847, 
Mrs. Goode was born in Athens county, Ohio, Ter futher was Morris Sterling 
and her mother bore the paiden name of Roxana Ballard, both of whom were 
vatives of New York and who moved to Athens county, Ohio, at an early day, 
lived there a number of years when they went fo Greene county. Uhnois, where 
they subsequently lived and ried, dying, the father in 1864 at about the age 
of fifty from disease contracted in the Dnien army, the mother in 18%. af the 
aye of ninety-one, 

Mrs. Goode is the eldest of a family of seven children, the others being 
Emily, who was married to James Guthrie and is deceased; Salina, who wos 
married to Nurhaniel Moore, and ia deceased; Sarah, who was tmarried to 
George Sterling and lives in Chautauqua county, Kansas: Selena, widow of 
Azariah MeVey, who makes her home with Mrs. Goode ; James, deceased, ancl 
Myron, who lives at Palmyra, Macoupin county, [lhnote. 


336 WISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. 


Mr, and Mrs. Goode raised u family of two sons and three daughters, 
namely, Mary, wile of Richard Howlett, of Bast St. Louis, Tlinsis; Benton, 
Who lives tu Chautangua county, Kansas; Virginia, who was firet married to 
Francis Messet and after his death to William MeDonald, and resides in 
Wilson county, Kansas, Myron who resides in Kiowa county, Kansas, and 
Annie, wife of Edward IL Deats, a sketch of whom appears in this work. 


NEHEMIAH DYE—The subject of this notice has the distinction of 
heing the oldest citizen of Centerville township, Neosho county, and was born 
in Mason county, Kentucky, February 29, 1816, His father, John Dye, a 
native of New Jersey, went into Kentucky at an carly time and died in that 
state at the age of fifty-two years. Ho married Abigail Dye, who died when 
foyty-seven years old. They were the parents of ten children of whom Nehe- 
injalt wae the ninth, and is the only survivor. 

Mr. Dye was reared in his native state and in 1848 married Rebecea E. 
Chandler, a native Kentucky Jady, and they immerliately went into Illinows 
ad settled im Vermillion county, being pioneers of the Prairie State, He 
farmed in [linois twenty years and then came to Kansas and took a claim in 
Conterville township, Neosho county, where he is one of the surviving pioneers. 
In 1897 Mrs. Dye died at sixty-seven vears of age being the mother of ten 
children, eight of whom are, Jane, wife of George Daily; Susan, deceazed ; 
Julia, A., who married J. Ti. Burnett; Abigail, wife of Thomas Morris; 
Thoehe, now Mys, William Baird; John, James and William, 


HENRY SMITH—One of the neat farmers of Centerville township, 
Neosho counky, i¢ Henry Smith, the worthy eitizen and ol soldier. He was 
born in MeDonouvzh county, Mlinois, December 18, 1544, and is a son of Jolin 
and Emeline Smith, the parents of Virginia and New York birth, reapect- 
ively. The futher made the trip on foot from his native state to Tlinois, his 
mother and the smaller children riding on horseback, as was the enstom during 
the early yeara of the nineteenth century, 

John and Emeline Smith still survive and have lived together more than 
sixty years. They are the parents of eleven children, eight of whoin grew to 
roa tiurity. 

Henry Smith, onr subject, was the fourth child of his parents and came 
to maturity on an Tllinois aed, Tn December, 1861, he enlisted in Company 
I, 5th Ulinois volunteer infantry and served three years anil eight months, 
having videranized and remainel till the close of the civil war. He fought at 
Shiloh, Corinth, and took part in the siege of the latter, where he was afterward 
on detail for eighteen mouths, and closed his service with the mareh with 
Shermon’s army to the sea and back through the Carolinas to Washington, 
D. C., where he participated in the Grand Review. 
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Tho war over our subject returned home and, in 1868, was married to 
Elizabeth James, an Illinois lady by birth, and ten years later the two came (9 
Kansas with their family and settled first in Allen county, taking up a tract of 
lund on which the railroad had a disputed claim, He had a battle with the 
railroud company almost from the start but, believing the settlers would 
eventually win, he set about improving and cultivating his farm. After 
many years of toil and privations and waiting, the railroad won the suit 
affecting the title to his land and he moved down into Neosho county to begin 
life again. He located seven miles southwest of Erie where his eighty acre 
furm is one of the attractive little homes to be found in Centerville township, 

In Mr. and Mrs. Smith's family are six children, five of whom are Ellen, 
(tis, William, Leroy and Samuel, 

In politics Mr, Smith is a Republican. 


GHORGE N, LINDSAY—The permanence of a city depends upon the 
spirit of enterprise of its leading citizens, Its chief industries and substantial 
structures arise from an established confidence in its future and the air of pro- 
gress which permeates the whole municipal fabric does bat refiect the dominat- 
ing spirit of its business men. ‘The importance of the city of Chanute and its 
assured great future are both apparent. Its progressive business men are city- 
boilders und are awake to thy neceasity of luyimg a firm foundation upon whieh 
to erect the future melropolis_of Southeastern Kansas. Conspicuous among 
the men of this desirable and important eluss of Chanute’s citizens is George 
N, Lindsay, of this review. 

For twenty-five years identified with the eity’s commercial intereste, Mr. 
Lindsay established himself in Chanute in 1877 as a grocery merehant, fresh 
from the wholesale grocery firm of Ridenour & Baker, then of Lawrence, Kan- 
sus, Tle came to Kansas in 186) and entered the employ of this well known 
house the same year, remaining with them about eight years or wntil he came 
tw Chanute to engage in lusiness for himself. His embarking in business was 
aniompanied with suecess and he continued it some sixteen years, retiring im 
1893 and passing the succeeding three yeurs in rest and recuperation, March 
2, 1890, The State Bank of Chanute was organived with Mr. Lindssy as one 
of the charter members and a large stockholder. Its ulfieers were J. H. Taght, 
president; Smith Day, vice president, and G. N. Lindsay, cashier. The insti- 
tution was capatalized at $10,000 and ran as u atate bank till 1902, when i 
was hationalized with a capital stock of $50,000, and with J. H. Taght as 
president, Jno, C. Carpenter as vice president, and George N. Lindsay as 
cashier. To the success of thie financial concern hws our anbject yviven the 
greater part of his time and attention for the past stx years. 

Mr, Lindsay’s belief in Chanute hat been constant. He has ever felb that 
the conditions to assure a good business point and a growmg town were 
present and he hae not neglected any opportunity to develop those condition= 
He has proceeded on the theory that whatever wae done shonld be well done and 
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thot the chiel attractive feature of a town is its architectural display. When, 
therefore, he erected the Lindsay block he ehose an attractive design and run 
it up two stories, equaling in beauty and substantiality any business structure 
in the city, 

While the initial work of developanent in the Chanute oil field has been 
yoing on Mr. Lindsay has not been a disinterested speetator, Having farm 
lund in the Neosho valley, he has proapogted it for the mineral product com- 
mon to the valley and brought in the “Lindsay well,” ene of the good oil wells 
in the field. His interest in other lines tending toward local development is wt 
positive one und he is a factor in the promotion of whatever enterprise, requir 
ing large capital to build and maintain, He is a member of the company char- 
tered to build the Interurban railway an electric Ine contemplated between 
Tola and Chanute, and perhaps other cities of the Kansas gas belt. 

George N. Lindsay was born in the Province of Ontario, Canada, Novem- 
ber 17, 1848, and is a son of J. G, Lindsay. He was educated in_the schools 
of the province common to his station in life, He was twenty-one years ol 
when he left his native country and became a resident’ of the United States, 
Hie first wife was Maggie Bonham, an Ohio lady, who died leaving a daughter, 
Velma. In 1894, Mr. Lindsay married Minnie Marquand, of Chanute. She ts 
o native of Ohio and is the mother of one child, George N., Jr. 

Mr. Lindsay is promiment in Masonry. Te became a Mason in early life, 
ond belongs to the Blie Lodge, Chapter, Commandery and Shrine. He is 
liberal im church matters, takes little interest in politics, and promotes the 
cause of education and culture in whatever phase it is presented. 





JAMES ANDREW DeMOSS, M. D.—l'or twenty years the prefessional 
and social life of ‘Thayer, Neosho county, las known the honored eiligen whose 
name introduces this personal record. He came to the locality in July, 1885, 
a& young physician m search of practice and established himself here among 
the old-timers and leading men of the profession and readily und rapidly won 
hie way to suecess and into the nnetinted confidence vf the people. He was a 
Kansas boy und youth and the inflnences of climate and the environment of an 
honored home equipped him with » physical and # moral constitution rarely 
equated and nexcelled. 

The family to whieh our subject belongs is onv of the anctent ones of thu 
United States. Jt is trow that, on both his paternal and maternal sides, the 
family ante-dates the birth of our favored uation, for both grand-ancestors 
fought in the ranks of the Continental army for American independence. The 
DeMoss’s are of French origin—Huyenote—and the family wae founded in 
the colony of one of the Carolinas by two brothers who left their wative country 
on account of the Hugenot perseentions and sought freadom of speech and of 
worship in the asylum of the Colonies. One of these brothers constitutes the 
stem of the family to which our subject belongs and the first of his deseend- 
ants to come to our notice in this review is Sarmel DeMoss, All that we know 
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of Kim ts that he had a son, Peter, and we dismiss Peter with the statement 
that one of his sons was Jacob DeMoss, the great-grandfather of James A, 
DeMuss of this review. This last named grand ancestor was doubtless the 
patriot soldier of the Reyolution previously referred te. He was born in the 
state of Rentuelky and emigrated from there to Ohio with his family when that 
stale was a part of the great Northwost Territory and when a settlement 
was merely an outpost of civilization, One of Jnecob DeMoss’s ehiklren was 
John, born about 1779, his birth occurring, it is believed, in Nelson conniy, . 
Kentucky. He was « boy when his father located near Oxford, Ohiv, where 
he grew up, married, reared and educated his children and moilisted for the 
war of 18l2, He loft Ohio in L839 and became u settler at West Liberty, lowo. 
where he purchased a section of lund with the intention of miuking a homie. 
Bot beeomime dissatisfied with the climate aad the frontier he removed to 
his nalive state—Kentucky—in 1844, and there resided till 1849, when the 
slavery agitation caused him to leave the atate and cross over inte Harrison 
county, Indiana, where he died Febrnary 7. 1852. 


John DeMoss marned Miss Irwin, a daughter of John DTrwin, from New 
Jersey, John Irwin was a patriot soldier of the Revolution, He was aequaint- 
mi with treneral Washington before the war, in which struggle he suppbed the 
troops with a part of their necessities for the war. With stories of his exploits 
and experiences during the war and with the Indisns he used toe interest his 
grandehildren while passing his laet years near Oxford, Ohio. John DeMogs’s 
children were Peter, Jutnes, Morton, Jolin, Mary and Susan, 


Morton De Moss, M. D.. the father af our subject, was born near Oxford, 
Ohio, an the Ith of May. 1817, fle was reared on the home farm and re 
mainad there till hie wlucstion was finished. THe attended Miami University, 
af Oxford, from which he eraduated, and his medical education was receiver! 
in the Ciocrmnat: Medical College. Soon after completing his cowrse he settler 
in Museatine county. Jowa, whither his father’s family alee went, where le took 
uy) & homestead and where he engaged in the practice of medicme on thot 
frontier. Whon his father removed to Kentucky he also wont and followed the 
jarental pilgrimage into Harrison county, diana, also, and Tor the same 
renaens that actuated the father, At Corvdon, Undiana, he resided during the 
heveday of his praction and was mumberod among its citizenship till the vear 
LAGE when he came west, reaching Kansae in L868 and locating at lola, im Allen 
eounty, where he promoted the interests of bis profession practically the 
romalneder of his aetive life Hi was a practitioner of medicine for more than 
tifty years, His net years wore paseo! tn Neocdosha, Raneis, where he died ot 
the home of Ines son, 7. KR, DeMass, Oetober 24, 1898. Tle was first marrici 
Oetober (i, 1802, his wife being Margaret Co Kennedy, Their wedding neenrred 
at Oxford, Ohio, and hia wife was a daughter of J. M. Kennedy, whe, with a 
brother, James*Andrew, came to the Tnited States from Lreland. Jumes A. 
Kennedy became connected with the United States seeret service many vears 
hefore the war of the ‘hellion, and was ¢ prominent detestive ancl finally a 
confidential man of the department. He ocenmed on important position in 
ihe postal department and while so serving j# credited with having saved the 
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departinent from destruction by fire by carrying oul an exploding lamp. He 
renigined with the department until in extreme old age. Marguret C. Kon 
cedy was one of a family of four daughters und was born Januury 11, 1821. 
in Washington, DD, , Her father died in treland where he married Mury M. 
Parrott wlio was born February 18, 1801. Ry this wen there were Mary 
Isabella, Mlizabeth Ana, Margaret Colinds (DeMose) and Mary Ann Rebeves. 
Por her sveond husband Mrs. Mary M. Kennedy married Joseph Shirk anil 
three children were beru to them, as follows, Janes B., Olive and Granville © 
Margaret C, (Nvunedy) DeMose died February t4, 1859, in Tlarrison county, 
Indiana, leaving the following children, namely, Mary f., deceased, wae the wite 
of G. W. Conrad, deeensed, of Neodesha, Kansas: Jolin K., anew living in the 
sane ily; Clementine (.. wike al TL W. Bostwiek, of Toki: Zoe, of Chan 
pain, Minnis: Snel it. who div in dnfaney:'Theoxevia, widow of Dr. FE. 
Youteler, of New Allwiny, Tndiana: Rasemond, wife of Alonzo Dowell, living 
ab Stroud, Oklahowa: Ainelin A. wife ef John Anderson, of Tole: Marwaral 
CL who died at twenty-thrue. ind James A., our snbject. Ry a surbsexyuerit 
nartinge Dr Marten Die Moes had two daughters, Melissa, who ciod young, al 
Flovence A., wife of A. L. A. Street, an attorney of Fort Scott, Wansas. 


De. Jones A. DeMoss was bern at Corydon, Indiana, February 5, 185%. 
Ho was nine years of age when he came to Kansas and he aequired his public 
school education in Tolt. THe began roading medicine at nineteen years of ujeu 
in the offies of his father and took his first medical leetures at Keokuk, Lowa, in 
thy College of Physicians and Surgeons, He finizhed hit medieal edueation 
in (he Louis Collove of Physiciuns and Surgeons and graduated in the 
apring of 1882. In July, 1853, he beeame identified with his persent loeation 
where the community and himself lave wen mutually benefitted. 


Mareh 18, 188+, De DeMoss was united in marriage with Anna M. 
Oliver, a daughter of Row. David Oliver, of Neodesha, who came to Kanens 
frou Ulinois in 1881 and who died in 1809 at the age of eighty years. Mrs, 
Oliver was a Miss Susanna W. Hulet, of Canton, Illinois, a representative oF 
one of the old families of that plane. The doctor and Mrs. TheMoss’s chilelren 
are, an infant son, born January 12, 1886 and died Mareh 4, 1887: Edith §., 
horn January 1, S87. is a senior in the Thayer bigh school: Margarct Mav, 
born January +, 1993, and Janes Wallace, born Mareh 1, 1897. 

Dr. J, A, DeMoss is a Past Master Mason and 4 W oodman. Te was ont 
of the charter members of the Christian chureh, organized in Thayer in 188h, 
at which time he was made one of the clders and filled the office the first fifteen 
years of the chureh’s history, Under his leadership the church building wus 
erveted, aid heeause of his ability to teach, he has, from the beginning, beon 
regarded as one of the ministers of the ebureh of Christ in Kansas. He wre 
ordained Bishop, or Elder, of the church by Thos. Munnell November 28, 1886, 
who was then district evangelist of the third congressional district of Kansas, 
During his leisure [rem lis professional duties he has engaged in literary effort, 
producing “Kansas Zephyrs,” a hook of poems, “T'rom Patmos to the Holy 
City.” just issued, “A Treatise a Daniel.” forthcoming, and a work in muanu- 
script on “Simon Peter.” 
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RICHARD STEVENSON—The efficient treasorer of Neosho county 
who has the rare distinction or laving served a term of three years in that 
office and having been nominated for another two year term is the gentleman 
whose name introduces this review. His residence in Neosho county began 
in 1k6 when he located in Ladore township on a tract of wild land which he 
improved and resided on till his removal to the econnty gent to heyin his dutive 
of treasurer of hie county, 

Richard Stevenson was born in Vermillion eounty, Llinois, April 28, 
1846, and is a son of Henry Stevenson whose native place was Scotland and 
who came to the United Stutes a youth of twenty years. He aveompaniod bis 
father, Richard Stevenson, to Ulinois, whore the latter died leaving three 
sons, two of whom, Henry and George, reared families. Henry Stevenson 
narried Martha Newell, whose people were from Kentuelry and whose father 
was James Newell. The children of this union were, Richard, our sabjeet: 
George, of Texas; Hugh, who died ut Paola, Kansas, and left a family; Ralph. 
whe died af St. Paul, Wansas, and left a family; Mattie, of Paola, Kansas, ani 
Bessie, wile of Kdward Kennedy, of Paola, Kansas. 

The svhvol advantayes of Richard Stevenson were very limited. His hoy- 
hood was passed on the farm and he romained with the parental home till ae 
came of uge. In September, 1878, be married Jenme West, who died January 
31, 1889, leaving the following children. Bert, of Neosho county; Fred. 
Clande, Lee and Jennie. Tn May, 189L, Mr. Stevenson married Ella Risk. 
of Labetty county, Kansas. Mary and larry are the issue of this woion, 

Mr, Stevenson's political history began with his support of General Grant 
for the presilency in 1868. Ifis father had been a Demoerrat bit had allied 
himself with the Republican party on the issues of the rebellion. Our subject 
has acted and voted with his party for more than a third of a cenfiiry and haz 
buen a well known character in [tepublican politics in Neosho equnty, The 
county central committee has known his efficient work and sound advicw for 
many yours, at different times, but it waa not until the fall of 1899 that he 
was nominated for a county office, He was elected by a majority of sevent>- 
six votes over his Populist opponent and, on account of the ehange in the 
election law of the state he has held the office the extra or intervening year 
before the election of 1002. Wis administration hus heen popular and the 
affairs of tho office conducted in a satisfactory and businesslike manner, 


JAMES M. CAVANESS—Prominently identified with newspaper work 
in Kansas for thirty-five years we present to onr reudere the editor, author anil 
honored citizen of Chanute, James M. Cayances. Tn 101 he assutned charge oF 
the Chanute Tribune as the successor of its founder, the venerable George N, 
Dewey, and ig a strong factor in the promotion, through his daily and weekly 
isues, of the interests of his city and county and the welfare and harmony of 
their citizenship, 


342. THSTORY OF NiOSItO COUNYY, KANSAS, 


Born at Monrovia, Morgan county, Indianw. Moa, Cavanese is a son of 
Urban C. and Mary (Amick) (‘ovaness, both native of North Carolina, the 
former of Randolph county, born in 1816, and the lather born im 1807, The 
father was of French origin and the mother of German blood and the intro- 
duction of each family mto the United States oceurred about the firet years 
of one Republican life. The parents were married in North Carolina, went to 
Indiana as early settlers there and, in 1844, came west to Howard county, 
Missouri, where a rather temporary residence was maintained and where they 
came into almost fatal contact with the secession sentiment nven then taking 
deep root in the south. The father was a Union Demoorat but his wife in- 
fuitively opposed both Democracy and the institution af slavery. So ont- 
spoken were the sentiments of the latter that a méeting of the pro-slavery people 
wie called to determine whether the “nigger levers’ deserved deaths and bak rs 
not been that their family connections were so numerons and of such a high 
order in the eoumty a political murder would most likely have been done. Tn 
April, 1540, the Cavanesses came on to Kansas and settled at Lawrence, and 
when the war came on the father enlisted, old as he was, in Col John A, Mar- 
tin’s Bighth Kansas regiment and served with it UL plysical disability foreed 
lis discharge from the seryiee. In hig business connections Urban C. Cav- 
wuess was in the main a hotel man, He aml his wife passed their many years 
in WKansus ab Baldwin and there died, the former m January, 1809, and the 
latter im December, 1898. after » wedded life of more than sixty-six years. 
Their children numbered seven and those surviving are A, A. B., Mrs. 8, C. 
Clayton und Mrs. K, BE. Gaddis, of Baldwin, Kansas, and James M., of this 
nobior. 

Juve M, Covaness was the filth child and youngest son of his parente 
um! care to aanhood’s estate in Douglas coonty, Kansas, When past fgurteen 
years of aw hoe seeored a clerkehip m a moreantile house in Lawrence. whither 
his parents had moved, but aceompaniod the latter to Anderson county In 1858 
and resided with (hem on dhe farm till the sprmy of 1859 when they again 
inoved, this time to Baldwin, thoir permanent and final home. ‘The same fall 
our aubject entered Bukur University and m June, 1566, was graduated in the 
classicul course, the first clascieul graduate in the stute amd with the first class 
of the institution, At graduation le reeeived thy depree of A, B., and, three 
veors later, the dewrue of A. M. He at once engaged in teaching, first as 
principal of the schools of Buatler, Missouri, then in the same capacity in the 
schools of Paola, Kansas. whieh position he resigned and in November, 1868, 
went to Thetopa where he tonk & position a8 4 printer on the “Chetopa 
Advance.” This first, experience ae a printer was gained on the Kanaas Family 
Visitor ut Baldwin which office was, in the fall of 1565, moverl-to Chetepa and 
the Advance established ae its successor. We quote herein an extrach from the 
platform of its principles announeed with the firel iseuw of the paper. “We 
heheve in churches, shook and newspapers; in a cheerful religion and purer 
polities ; in temperance and lionesty; in Kansas, and eepecially southern Kan- 
sie rand we believe in Chetopa, ourselves and in General Grant.” Colonel Hor- 
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ner and A. §. Corey were the founders and the latter retired in April, 186, 
und that month J. M. Cavaness bueame foreman of the office. July 1, 1870, 
Colonel Horner presented a half interest in the paper to our subject as 4 
gift “in consideration of long fidulity and friendship,” says Mr. Horner. Ly 
1874 Mr. Cayeness became solv proprietor of the paper and he retained its 
control till to the dute of its sale in 180). 

For two years, fron 1886 to 1888 Mr. Cayaness was a member of thy 
South Kansas Confurence of the Methodist church and served Neosho Falls ae 
pastor of its M. E. congregation during that time. He assumed charge of his 
paper—which had been leased—on the let of Ootober, the latter year, and was 
from thenew forward a power aod influence in purifying the polities and sus. 
taining the morality of his down and county. He has never held bat twe 
offices In Sontharn Kansas, that of Superintendent of the Chetopa schools amd 
the postmastership of the town. 

Mureh 4, 1873, Mr. Cavanoss was married in Garnett, Kavisas, being mits! 
with Mary L. Swallow, born in Ohio, in 1858, and a daughter of Mrs. K. R- 
Swallow. The issue of this marriage is three children, namely, Ethel, wife of 
J. L. Taylor of Pittshurg, Kansas; and Wilfrid, and Herbert, both of whom are: 
prominently connerted with the Chanute Tribune. Mrs, Taylor and Herbert 
are both praduates of Baker University, the former being the first “gransd- 
ehild” of the institution. 

Mr-. Cavaness has been a member of the Methodist church etmee the age of 
seventeen and has always.taken an active part in church and Sabbath setwo! 
work. His paper, the Tribune, is a daily and weekly publication, Republican 
in politics and a strong factor in the moral and material well- being of Neosho 
county. 


SAMUEL BENDER—One of the early settlers of Neosho county and 
# gentleman who has witnessed nearly all that has happened in Neosho counry 
since its organisation and one who has been # part of it, was born in Stark 
county, Ohio, June W1, 1830. Tis father, Samuel Bender, was a native 
Pennsvivanian, who came west to Ohio in an early day, was a miller by trade 
and served in one of the departments of the United States army during te 
war of 1812. He married a Mise Lyman whose father was a soldier of the 
American Revolution, as was our subject's paternal grandfather, 

The aubject of this record was reared in Wayne county, Olio, and secitredl 
a fair education. He completed the latter at Twinsburg Academy and enter! 
upon a career as an eduentor, He taught in Ohio, Inthana and Illinois up by 
the outbreak of the rebellion when he enlisted in Company A, 76th Llinots in- 
fantry regiment in July, 1802. Foe served three years and was in many hard 
fought battles and minor skirmishes, some of which are the battles of Vieke 
burg, Jackson, Davis Plantation, siege of Fort Blakely April ?, 1865. in whieh 
engaveinent he was wounded! slightly. 

October 40, 1852, Mr. Bender was married to Miss Jane A. Parsons, of 
Wellsville, Columbiana county, Ohio, In 1869 he wmigrated, with his family, 
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to Kansas and took up a clan of one himdred and sixty acres of land io 
Grant township, Neoeho comty, upon which he resided continnously till 18f0 
When he removed te Kimball te take charge of the railway etation where he 
remained fill 1898, He has taker an active interest in the politics of his county 
and has filled the important offices of Grant township at different times. His 
appointment as postmaeter by the MeKinley administration would indicate his 
wlities to a oucisinty. Of the eleven children of Mr. and Mrs, Bender only 
ive survive, namely, Jolin, Celia, Minnie, Myrtle and Gertrude, 


J. C. BELL—At the tun’ of the writing Mr. Bell was one of the leading 
nisines! men of Bane, though intervening fortunes of time have made some 
changes with him whieh will be noted later on. He was born in Hancovek 
county, Tinois, in September, L861, from whenee he was taken by his parents 
to Missouri in 1866, upon the retwn of hie father from the civil war, in which 
the latter sorved until the last arms of the Confederacy had heen surrendered. 
Here the whole family of father, mother and ten children began on a farin 
te rebuild lost fortunes of a devastating war, Notwithstanding the number 
af children, they were kept in sehool during the three and four short months 
of the public sehoal in cach year during early childhood, 

At the age of sixteen the subject of this article. at the unanimons request 
of the school buard of the country district of whieh be had heen attending the 
Winter lero, devepted the spring term, and then began what proved a suceess- 
ful career in pedayory, though he never afterward attended school, At the 
close of this term he laid down the profession for a term of years and accepted 
a position in a hardware and hoot and #hoe store, A year later he resigned 
this position to aceept the edilorship of © republican paper during a polilieal 
campaign in a locality where the opposition had cast practically the entire 
role. At the ¢lose of the campaign he again took np the work as clerk in the 
store where he left off and where he remained til he reached his majority, 

At the age of twenty-one Mv. Bell east his lot in Kansas. and accepted the 
nimigiment of a etore in Krie for hie brother, HW. RB. Bell, whe at the time was 
in Walnut, Nansas, where he wae doing an extensive business. After controll- 
ing the Krie branch store long enough te beeome vonyinewd that it was a yood 
business opportimity, he. with S. B. Bell and [. A. Mills, purchased the stouk 
an continaed the business fora deem, after which they sold out and dissolvid 
jwrtnership. 

Decotnber 21, 1884, Me. Bell was married to Miss Loney Green, daughter 
of Mr. J. M. Greon. at that tine dhe leading: furniture dealer of Hrie, In the 
early spring of 188) they moved to Knox county, Missvuri, and engaged im 
farming, and after two vears lard toil, in which they gained nothing but a 
hitler experience, they again moved to Kansas. In order to renin the losses 
incurred by the above venture, both Mr. and Mrs. Bell began teaching sehou! 
at Stark where they were the only teachers, being the first teachers in the new 
school biilding there. ‘This Utey continued for four successive terms, Mr. Bell, 
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(luring his vacation, traveling in the interest of the Warder, Bushnell & Glessner 
Uo, of Chicago, Mlinois, In the fall of 1893 Mr. Bell accepted a position in a 
hardware store at Chanute, where he remained for two years. In December, 
1494, he again entered the hardware business, (his time at Galesburg, Kansas. 
In the early part of 1897 he sold a half interest. in the business to G. M. Coff- 
man, then a wealthy farmer of the Galesburg vicinity, now president of the 
Allen State Bank of Erie. During their business carver they enjoyed a large 
and lucrative business, but in the full of the same year there were such changes 
in Brie as to leave only one hardware and implement store there and, believing 
it to be a mineh better field, the firm moved their entire stock to that point, 
Where the business they at once commanded folly demonstrated the wisdom of 
the change. In July, 1899, Mr. Coffman retired from the business, transfering 
his interest to F, N, Brelsford, and the nuw firm contioned until July, 1901, 
When Mr, Bell rutired, selling his interest to L. RB. Kyle. From this date on our 
dabjeet las been oat of Kansas. Angust 1, 1901, he went to Anadarko, Ok- 
lahoma, to be present at the public aale of town lots by the United States por 
ernment. having just prior to this time gone to the markets and shipped three 
cars of hardware to that point in order to be on the ground when Unele Sam 
formally opened the new county. Notwithstanding the eagerness with whish 
=o many snapped up the lof when first thrown on the market and the fact 
that his goode were in the cars waiting to lw unlouded, he patiently waited 
until the lots where he thought the business center would locate were reached, 
and then paid one of the highest prices for a lol. Time showed that he Ineated 
right, While waiting for this lot he unloaded goods daily and sold right in the 
iinprovised streets, where the innumerable teams had trampled soil into dist 
from four to six inches deep. Now, however, he went to work with a will and 
a large force of men, and sonn had a store building one hundred feet long 
eon pleted into which he moved the largest stock of hardware in the new «ity, 
Although possessing a very large trade, he hecame diasutiefied with the eoantry 
and climate and February 20. 102. sold his building, agreeing to give posser- 
ainn in thirty days, which he did, notwithstanding the volume of goode he had 
to dispose of. We next find him in Los Angeles, California, where he, with his 
family, arrived April 18, 1902. 

Alter casting about and prospecting [or a business opportunity, on May 
Gth he entered the real estate and loan business and although they have been 
in thu bueiness but a few nienths, Bull & Mangrum, 133 South Broadway, are 
recomnized nea one oF the firms that move real estate, 

To Mr. ant) Mre Bell huve been born tree children Paul, Rath and 
Tueile, (in order of their age) who are now 17 to 9 years, and at home at- 
tending school. ‘The entire family are workers and members of the M. B, 
vhurch. Politioally Mr. Bell is a firm believer in the principles of Republican- 
ism. He has abwaye taken the interest in polities that he thinks every good 
vitizen should and hae always labored to have wood clean men te Mil the offices, 
and manage public affairs. He hus always been for public improvements and 
never has there beon a valuable enterprise promoted in his locality to which 
he has not given substantial aid. 
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WILLIAM SARE—Neosho county is perhaps entitled to the distinction 
of having the oldest citizen in the Seventh Fadicial distrivt. Ln point of reai- 
dence he borders on ploneer days in Kansas and in point of age ecriptural 
“thirwe score and ten years” is searcely 4 cirtumstante as compared with his 
longevity. This early settler and this venerable patriureh is William Sare, 
the subject of this review. 

He is descended from Southern blond and, so far as his memory serves, 
the state of Maryland was the home of the family in remote ancestral daye. 
On the 1) th of May, 1804, William Sare was born im Boone county, Bentuaky, 
where his father, Reuben Sure, settled on leaving his native state of Mary- 
land, The father was born in 1766, passed the first ten years of his life as a 
subject of the British crown, witnessed the ugitation leading up to the declar- 
ation of Independence, heard the patriotic appeals to arms of Chase and 
Howard and Stone and Carroll—the foremost patriots of Maryland— and saw 
Independence made a fact by the Colonial vietories afi Bunker Hill, Saratoga, 
Brandywine, Camden and Yorktown. He went down into the territory of Ken- 
tueky toward the close of the 18th century and was » soldier in some of the 
Tndian wars of the then southwest. In 1810 he took his family into Ludiana - 
the vear the state was admitted inte the Union—and settled in Morgan county, 
ufterwar moving to Putnam county, where he died tu 1850. Throe of his 
ehildren yet survive, whose ages are seventy-cight, eighty and ninety-cight 
years. 

William Sare was married in Putnam county, Indiana—the first time-- 
in January, 1825, to Mary ITadden, who died Ovtober 7. 1857, without tesue, 
March 4, 1858, he took in marriage Elizabeth Beard, who was born in Penn- 
sylvania in 1828, Seven children born of this union wre us follows. Agnes, 
John W., David W., Mary J., Luther B., Renhen and Sallie, 

The epirit of western immigration seized our subject in 1870 and he came 
to Kansaa and settled near Erie where he purchased a quarter section of land, 
has substuntially improved it, and has sinee made it ia Vows. Until he passed 
his ¢ightieth year he was In active charge of his business affairs and is prevented 
now from assuming personal charge of the same only by a chronic r utic 
affliction, His mind is active ond is a perfect storehouse of information andl 
record of events embraced in the era of our country’s greatest national progress. 
His like is so rare in the present age of fast living that to hold communion with 
him seems like opening the closed book of the past century and reading the 
record from its time-worn pages. Ninety-cight completed years spans an era of 
five generations and is an achievement, distinguished in itself. But when the 
fact is appreciated that our yenerable subject has almost completed the cycle 
of one hundred years, such as embrace the richest and greatest achievermenta in 
gtr national life, words fail us and we are unable to express our wonder, our 
admiration, and our fascination with this miraculous longevity. 

Mr, Sare first voted in 1821, That year John Quincy Adams was one of 
the presidential candidates and, as he was » Whig, like our subject, ho probably 
received the Jatter’s vote. He reniained a Whig till the Republican party wae 


(MISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. ot? 


organized when he joined it and acted with it till some ten years ago, when he 
hocame a Populist. His testimony is to the effeet that Populism has proven a 
failure as applied to public affmirs and that the principles of the party of his 
first and second choice are the best. 


ALEXANDER BALKD—Inseribed with honor upen the vralls ef the 
proneers of Chanute is the name of Alexander Baird, whose history it is the 
purpose of this article to record. Tle caine to the state of Kanaas in the early 
years of its infaney and has watched its progress through childhood and youth 
anil inte vigorous middle life with that zealous and triendly interest character- 
ietic of the sincere and permanent settlers of the early time. 

Born near the town of Dunlop, Ayrshire, Seotland, Mareh 31, 1844, Mr. 
Baird js a son of Alexander Baird whose life work is briefly set ont in the 
sketch of Andrew Baird in this volume. Our sobject isthe eldest of four ehild- 
ren and eanie to America with his parents at the age of stx years, He grew up 
near Sparta, Dlinois, where the family hoi was established, and was there 
educated tm the distriet school, walking three miles, to and fro, during the 
process of lis mental development. Approaching manhood he set te learn the 
trade of a blacksmith in Sparta which he finished during the progress of the 
civil wir and then entered the service of the vovernment as a evilian blick- 
smith, being stationed at Nashville, Tennessee, and in that service one year. 
In the fall of 1865 he came west to the Missouri river and, after spending a 
short time in Leavenworth, crossed back into Platte county, Missouri, whare, 
ut Farlay, he ostabbshed himself at his trade und remained Tor a period of 
three years, Tn the month of March, 1869, hoe came south inte the new state of 
Kansas and hegan his carver as u citizen of Neosho county. He entered a 
tract of lund three miles northeast of Chanute and undertook ita cultivation 
wid Unprovement. On his father’s coming to the county a few years later jw 
sold the latter his rights and. in duly. 1870, identified himself with the new 
town of New Chieago, of whielt he was the first blacksmith Central avenue 
was the principal street of the promising village and his shop was situated 
two blocks north of Main street on Central. After the municipal consolidation 
he changed his location te conform to the changed conditions of his town and 
maintained his shop on Main street for many years. His place of business was 
one of the popular and important resorts of rts character in the growing ity 
aid he maintained himeelf a leader in his capaerty until his retirement from 
the forge in 1898. Turning his attention to other matters ho was engaged tn 
their prusecution till bis sudden and unwarned affiction on the 20th of Septem- 
hor, 1890. While im the office of Attorney Cox, of Chanute, and in the act of ex 
plaining a matter of business list eyes saddenly became dint and almost lry the 
time he could reach his residence on foot otal blindness ensued and holds lim 
a prisoner still, 

Of recent years Mr, Baird has identified himself extensively with horti- 
culture. Kighty neres of land have been planted to orchards of peaches, 
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dpples, cherries, aid the like, and aeres of small fruit ovceupy the open space 
betweon them. This venture is non-vxperimental in view of the successful 
raising of fruits of this character in Neoshw county for some vears past, and 
the demonstrated adaptability of its soil to such products, 

Mr, Baird inarried in the fall of 1867, in Platte eounty, Missouri, Louise 
Kintaman, who came with hin to Neosho county and died in Channte in 
May, 1878, leaving the following ehildren, viz., Clara, wife of Wesley Woosley, 
uf Neosho county, who has two children by a former husband, Matthew Keath ; 
Rienza, our subjects second child, is married ta Amy Northeott ; Lavara, wife 
of Lee Smith, of Carrolton, Nentucky, and Leon, who married Oda Fowler, de- 
verse, 

June 8, 1879, Mr. Baird niarried Alico Coromon, a daughter of Morris 
und Nunes (Campbell) Cocomen, the former of Trisn birth and the latter 
of Seoteh blood. The parents came to Neosho commty fom Sanalac county, 
Michigan, in 1872, and passed the reanameder of their lives here, the father 
dying in 188%. Their children are Mes. Baird, born May 24, 1860; Lawrence, 
of Oklahoma City; Kate, wife of J. L. Keath, of Chanute; Ella, now Mrs. 
Horacd Conrad, of Chanute; liner, a soldier in the Philippines with the 4th 
Cited States cavalry; and Wthel. Two oliidren have been born te Mr. and 
Mrs, Baird, as follows. Gerald Co aml Golda L. 

For many yeure prior to hie afflietion Mir. Baird enjoyed a close anid 
personal relation to the affairs of his town. To served his ward on the eity 
eyunell year after year and, although a Democrat, he came within twenty-eight 
votes of being elected mayor of this, a Republican city. Tis public serviee has 
ever heen sincere and unselfish and with the best interests of his municipality 
always in view. Tle carried business into the couneil chamber with hin in- 
stead of polities and on this account the publi confidence went owt te him 
unrestrained. He is competent to advise as to the best methods to apply iq 
public business beeause he has been a sucvnese in his private affairs. Ie can oy 
trueted with the management of public interests because he is a man of ehar- 
aetor and is above suspicion ar reprodel, 


JAMES 'T. LYEN—Onat of the lourly-burly, strife and chaos of the early 
dave of Chanute when that enterprising town was making history—and making 
it too Tast to give mach attention lo anything save the then enyrossing present 
—there arises a few characters which posterity will doubtless look back on with 
more than ordinary interest, men whe were uot of the picturesque, self-assertive 
sort most likely to fill the public eye, but plain, ploddiig individuals. devoted 
to their own affairs and with an earnest desire to see the town grow and 
davelop along legitimate business lines and who by reuson of thie fact eonsti- 
tuted the backbone of the business element of those days and the pillars of the 
warring inagss then dignified with the name of society. One of these men was 
Jaines I’. Lyen, a brief sketch of whom here follows. 

Mr. Lyen was a native of Mercer county, Kentucky, where ho was born in 
the vear 1835. His parents were William and Naney Lyen who were probably 
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ulso born in Kentucky in which state the ancestors of Janus ‘I. Lyen settled in 
the daye of Daniel Boone, coming from Virginia, where his more remote ante 
cadents lived during, and many years previous to, the American revolution. If 
there was anytilung ef more than ordinary consequence in his ancestral history 
it has not come down to this generation. Tis family belonged to the plain 
peopls of the country. They were nol even slave-holders, bat part of that body 
of self-respecting, self-sustaining, and self-contained citizens who prized 
individual freedom above all things else and were ready to grant to others, 
even to the humblest, the same rights aud privileges wheeh they claimed for 
themselves. They were part of the contingent which under the leadership of 
such men as Daniel Boone, Amos Kendall, lames Harrod, Isaac Shelly, and 
others of that kind went into Kentucky when that was a wilderness country. 
firove out the savages, felled the forests, opened farms, organived the muchinery 
of loool government and laid broad and deep the foundation of the state sueh 
iis it ie today, 

James T, Lyen, of course, belonged to a later generation than that here 
mentioned. Int he grew up in a community where the strong types of man- 
hood and womanhood evolved by these conditions were still prevalent and siw 
much of that early life with all ite loeal coloring and flavor. His educational 
advantages were neeessarily limited. Kentucky las never taken firet rank in 
the matter of schools, and its facilities in this respect were much poorer a half 
century ago than they are now, But such as thee were in the conunmunity 
Where he war reared it was Lis privilege to have, and it can be gel down to his 
credit that he had midustry enough to inaster the three Re sufficient for ordinary 
Dusiess PLrposes. 

At the age of twenty-one James 'T. Lien left his native stile and went to 
Missouri where in Buchanan eonnty he took up the trade of a carpenter awl 
followed it there seme three or four years until his marriaye. Fle married in 
Buchanan county, in May, 1859, Sarah A. Allen, who was a native of Mont- 
rornay county, Kentneky, mul whe had bem brought when five years old 
(1841) to Missouri by her parents, Wright aod Mary Allen, at which tine thay 
had settled in Buchanan county where the daughter waz reared. 

Tn March, 1861, Mr. Lyen came te Kansas and settled on a farm in 
Jefferson county where during the succeeding ten years he wes engaged in 
farming at which he met with average sueeess ns success was then meacured, 
In February, 1871, he moved to Chanute und shortly afterwards opened a 
furniture store and was for the next five years identified with the business 
interests of that plice. Though not one of the first merchants of the town, 
he was one of these who early engaged in business there and while 50 engaged 
took rank among the best men im the commonity, Ue was on the ground 
sufficiently early, had means enough and ample enurgy and business ability Lo 
have enabled him to held his own in the fieree contest them gomg on for 
supremacy among the merchants of the new town and against the still harder 
conditions impozed by reason of the newness of the country, had he been per- 
mitted to live and work out the plans he had formed, But fate did not so 
decree. On July 3, 1874, his tore with its entire contents was destroyed by fire 
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and that withoot u dollar’s insurance. He immediately went to Kansas City 
and Leavenworth wud purchased a new stock and returned with the intention 
of opening up again, but while away contracted a malignant case of typhoid 
feyer from which he died October 10th following, his entire family being 
stricken with the disease and narrowly escaping death. 

Mr. Lyen's death was a severe loss both to his family and the community. 
Wis widow was left with five small children, the eldest of whom, a daughter, 
was only thirteen, and hits busiticss in the condition already mentioned. Mrs, 
Lyun was fortuuately a woman of superior executive ability, and she took hold 
of his affairs, alraightened out the fow tangles in them, opened the stock he 
had bought and reestablished the trade. For a period of fourteen years sho 
varried, on the business with a marked degree of success, in addition to which 
ahe raised her five children, olueated and tramed them to habits of industry 
and usefulness. The Lyen faynily has thus beeame not only one of the early 
settled families of Neosho county, but it has had coneiderable to do with the 
industrial and commeroni! interests of Chanute where the parents settled. 
Mrs. Lyen is still a resident of Chanute where she owns good property and has 
substantial investments im its enterprises. 

[tis more than a quarter of a century now since the death of Mr. Lyen and 
lis name js not familiar te this generation. Tle is well remembered however, 
and favorably mentioned by the old settlers with whom he was associated in the 
marly days of Chanute, and from reports which have come down to this day 
he seems especially worthy of recognition im the history of his adopted county. 
The value of hie services to the cowmonity is not to be measured by the 
magnitude of his accumulations nor hy the degree of his personal popularity, 
but rather by the fact that he was one of the men whe at an early day helped 
to organize the seattered tdustrial elements of the community, give force and 
direction to the same, whose name and mflaence stood pledged to the mainte- 
hanew of law and order and who aided by his personal example and weight ~f 
character in the promotion of oll those things which make for the betterment of 
sowiety, od without whose lahore, and earnest, conscientions devotion to duty 
the present condition of things would not. be possible. 

Mx, and Mys, Lyen’s sons and daughters are, Mes. Mattie Bergman of St. 
Louis, Missouri; Ida, wife of George W. Aleock, of Chanute; Ella. wife of D. 
M. Kennedy, of Chanute; James L, Lyen, of Chanute, mention of whom ap- 
ware in this volume, and William W. Lyen of Ottawa, Kanaae. 


JOHN J. MeCOWAN—Neosho and Wilson counties are adinirably adapted 
to both farming and the raising of stock and their earnest, enterprising settlers 
have demenetrated the truth of this assertion by the accumulation of large 
landed estates and by the number and quality of the cattle annually shipped to 
the markets of the east. Instead of the sinall farmer, os of old, land barons 
are springing up in every township of the two counties whose estates number 
far into the hundreds of eres of land und stamp their owners 9% especially 
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thrifty and successful and leaders in their honorable wvovation, Conspiauous 
umong those, and » gentleman whose residence in Neosho county almost 
entitles Iam to the distinction of being a pioneer, is John J. McCowan of this 
review. Ile came to Kansas in 1872 and took up a quarter of land on the 
west side of Neosho county which he patented sea which formed the nuolens 
of his now splendid amd extensive estaty. 

Mr. McCowan was born in Washington county, Pennsvlyania, of parents 
John and BKlizabath (Weik) McCowan. Ufis birth oceurred on the 12th of 
February, 1830 and when he wus yet very young his father died leaving him 
the Only ehild. His raising fell to the lot of an wnele, David Robh, an ilbterae 
hard-working fanner, who moved out to Carrell county, Obie, where our 
subject grew up and was eduated. The latter was moet sparingly done for 
there was little time for auything but labor, in the eves of his thrifty and 
exacting uncle. He settled in Logan county, [linois, moving there in the 
spring of 1862 and abandoned blacksmithing, a trade which he learned in 
Carroll county, Ohio. 

Here hy engaged in farming and, after awhile, the buying and Fhipping 
of stock, continuing both till his departure for Kansas, One of his first acts oo 
coining to Neosho county was to start a bunch of éattle and he soon pot into 
the business of shipping here, As he prospered he extended his business until 
he became well known and widely, over all the surrounding country. Tn later 
years he tonk his son info partiership with bim and the two are among the 
sLrong firms of dealers and shippers in the county, Bach has extended the 
limits of his hamestead. In 1899 drillers prospecting for oi] and gas tapped 
* valuable tlow of gas on Mr, McCowan’s farm. and also found an encovtraging 
ehow of oil, An inexaustible bed of shale was opened ap on his farm and this 
fact, combined with the abundant supply of gas, encouraged the organization of 
i Stock company for the manfacture of brick. Of this company Mr. MeCowan 
is - agit stockholder and the investment has proven to be one of the best 
on tie List, 

Although limited)y learned tm books, Mr, MeCowah possesses rare husiness 
judgment and keen foresight and has been peculiarly tortimate in identifying 
himsel! with enturprises which return a good profit, At seventy-two he is as 
active and takes the lead in his work just as lie did at fifty, notwithstanding 
his alfluence would justify his retirement, Tt is as essential to him that he got 
into his herd of Hereforde and to personally inspect the other pnportaot 
interests of his farm as it is that he have such interests and this disposition will 
remain with him till the cartain is drawn and the shades af night settle down 
to eternal sleep. 

Mr, MeCowan inarried Eliaabeth, a daughter of Captain Iutson, a Mex- 
iran war veteran. Mrs. McCowan was born in 1832 and is the mother of three 
children, namely, Elizabeth, wife of Berry Wilson, of Los Angeles, California; 
Alice, wife of Walter Creasy, of Joplin, Missouri, and John, one of the leading 
farmers of Neosho county. 

Tioga township has few more saceessful and substantial mon than is Mr, 
MoCowan. Left an orphan in the morning of life, at its noontide he is com- 
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pletely absorbed in the work for which he was fitted and in the evening of life 
he is the proud possessor of a record of things accomplished and done and the 
esteemed! of a wide cirele of friends, 


ANDREW L. LINDSAY, Dereased—It is said that soon alter Andrew 
L. Lindsay settled in Wilson county an Irishman came driving along one day 
In a prairie schooner, stopped at Mr. Lindsay's honse and inquired where he 
could got a horse shod as he had one that was lame from travel. Mr, Lindsay 
told hin that he did such jobs oceusiovally and at once put on the shoe and 
gave the needed relief, The Irishman then stated that he had come to the 
new country to settle and wanted to tind seme one to put him wpa small house, 
Mr. Lindsay said that le would do it and there and then took the contract. 
Pat next inquired if there were uny lawyers in that viemity who conld fix ap 
his papers so he could tile on his claim and Mr. Lindsay said that he would 
attend to that matter aleo. When the business was all fixed up Pat steppod 
buck and raising his hat said, “1 take me hat off to yer ‘anor, for indade ve 
are a man of the mast pineral funetione T ever saw.” And he was; for he 
followed, at different (imes in life, the calling of blackemith, carpenter, farmer, 
lawyer, and public official and rendered very good serviee at each, Tis accemp- 
lishinents in this respect stood him in good stead and made him ao useful 
citizen in the Communities where he lived: for ho was a pioneer both in Thi- 
nois and Kansas and in new countries o division of labor dees not venerally 
obtain to any uwreal extent, Te ee 

Andrew L. Lindsay was born in Christian county, Uennsylvania, April 1b, 
1815, Tis father was John Lindsey. Wis paternal grandfather came from 
Scotland m un early day (having to leave his native country on account of the 
religions troubles of the times) and settled in Pennsylvania. Andrew Lindaay 
was reared in the place of his birth and recerved very ordinary advantages in 
the matter of education, but having a vigorous mind and considerable strength 
of purpose, he avereame much of his early disadvantages by private study, and 
came, m time, to be a fairly good seholar, though never a student in the atriet 
sense of the word. His reading was more or less desultory and beige of a 
restless disposition he never achieved the solid results which he might have, if 
with the natural endowments he possessed, he had chosen zome particolar 
calling and followed it usaiduonaly trom youth on through manhood, He left 
Tennsylvania when a young tian and went to Tlinois, locating m Sangamon 
county. There after following his trades for a while he took wp the practice 
of law and was a member of the Sangamon county bar at the time Lincoln prae- 
ticed before it. He knew Lincoln well and met hin as opposing counsel when 
Lincoln like himself was but an ordinary cowntry court lawyer, 

Mr. Lindsay married in Sangamon county, Illinois, September 22, 1542, 
Charlotte, daughter of Lewie and Sarah ( Short) Kimes, his wife beng a 
native of Kast Tennessee whence her parents maved to TMlinois when she was 
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eee’ She was reared in Illinois and is still living being now in her eighty- 
irat year. 

In 1809 Mr. Lindsey moved with his fumily to Kansas and settled on the 
head waters of Chetopa Creek in what is now Chelopa township, Wilson county, 
taking # claim there at that time. He followed his trade as a carpenter in that 
vicinity for a number of years and also did blacksmithing. He helped to build 
the first house in Altoona, and assisted in building many of the first housee 
in Thayer and Channte, He filled some local offices such as justice of the peaca. 
judge of elections, and so on, and in other ways nssisted in organizing and 
ziving direction to the political and industrinl energies of the community where 
he lived, He never aspired to any station beyond that of being an industrivns, 
useful citizen and he filled well the measure of such. He died December 10, 
1887. He was for many years before his death a zealous Mason and a membor 
of the Christian ehoreh. 

The sons and daughters born to Mr. and Mrs, Lindsay were, Andrew L,, 
William K., Amanda, Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Gaughan; Franklin P.,, 
Guorge M., Corella, wife of Joseph Hampson; Traae C., and Robert Lb. 


T. FL RAGER—Was born and grew to manhood at New Albany, Indiana, 
where he was odueated and where he studied law. 

The yoongest of a family of six, at the beginning of the civil war he 
found Dimsell the only support of a widowed mother and as that support had to 
he extracted from the soil of a farm among the hills and farm hands could 
Wot be hod. he found ita difienlt matter to put in crops, allend to stock and 
harvest crops with what little help he could get. His brothers entered the army 
a thing he was uot permitted to do although the war fever attacked hin 
aaverely. Later he jorned a eoupany and was the proud bearer of a musket in 
the army of the Hoosiers who eudeavored to eapture Morgan. ‘This with some 
six mouths serview for tha United States in ‘Tennessee and Kentucky, is tis 
war record, It is wot brilliant nor does it show up great achievements, but 
he rejoices in the fet that what little he did to assist in reaching the final 
Sriinhl triumph, was well and faithfully done. He came to Kansas in the fall 
of 1867, stopping for come months al Topeka, where he was admitted to the 
Kansas bar. In March, 1868, at the age of 22, be commenced the practice of 
law at Osage Mission, where he made his home till 86. He removed to 
Frie, the county seat where he hue continued to reside. He has held the office 
of county attorney three terns, has been member of the legislature, and was 
postmaster ot Hrie under Cleveland’s administration. 


SAMUEL W. BREWSTHR—Well known to the legal fraternity and 
proliinent as a citizen of Chanute, the subject of this review is a representative 
of one of the early families in Neosho county, He came there in 1872 when 
a youth, with hie father, the late Marshall Brewster, mentioned at some length 
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in the sketeh of Sidney L. Brewster in this volame. Wis frst years in the 
county were passed in teaching sehool., He graduated from Wansas State Uni- 
versity in 1885, among the very best in a class of twenty, having spent ten 
years in collegiate institutions, Te engaged in the practice of law soon atter- 
ward in Chanute, in partoerehip with A. S. Lapham, which firm still exists, 
antl has takin rank os ene of the strong members of the har. 

In 1878 Mr. Brewsler married Tate M. Mills, # daughter of Judge 
Heury and Esther M. (Aldous) Mille, of Thayer, Kaneas. The issue of this 
union are Frankie, Karl, Glenn and Florence. 


JOTN GRAVE, Deceased—The late John Greve, an old and respected 
citizen of Chetopa township, Neosho county, came to America in the general 
tile of European immigration which set in immediately after the civil war 
and was in foll flow for several years following that date, He was a native of 
the yillage of Itacho, [lolstein, Gemiany, aod was born September 11, 1542. 
Lis father was Jacob Greve add his mother, before marriage, Anna Schlewter, 
aml he was the fourth in o family of eivlt children, the others being Henry. 
Joachiin, Jacob, Margaret. Mary, Frederiva and Anna, Of these, two, Henry 
aod Anna. died in the old country where now live Vrederica, the others enil- 
piatiog lo Lhe United States, their marriages and settlement being as follows. 
Jonehim canw in 1861 and Jacob in 1868, The former was a volanteer 
the United States nowy and served aboard the Congress during the civil war 
taking part in the celebrated engagement belween that vessel and the Mer- 
rutac. Both Joachim and Jacob were carly settlers of Neostio county where 
they sll vestle being unmarried. The eldest daughter, Margaret, was mar- 
rival to Frederiek Nnoiff. and on coming to the United States settled in Chicaga 
where she died. Mary was married to Casper Walter and now tives in Chicago. 

John Greve, of this articly, was raised in his native place and there mar- 
ried on July 24, 1864, Catherina, daughter of Detlef and Margaruite Bretholts. 
Mrs. Greve bving a native of New Kirk. Holstein, where she was born in 18400. 

Mr. and Mrs. Greve came to tw United States in 1869 and joining Mr. 
yreve'eé brothers, Joachim and Jueeb in Hhnots, moved to Kunsas and settled 
in Neosho county in January, 1870. They took up their residence on the east 
line of Chetopa township where they were thus among the first settlers and 
where they passed through all the trymyg esxperionces of those early years. 
They were poor when they came to this state and unused to the ways of frontier 
life. The privations and hardships of those days bore especially leavy on thei 
hut they were blessed with an asbuudanve of patient endurance, were young. 
strong and full of hope, and the disadvantages they were plaeed onder were in 
a measure, at least, neutralized by their native resonrees in this respect and hy 
a certain liking wluch they conceived for the free and simple ways of life on the 
plains, these being in pleasant contrast with the hampered efforts and over- 
erowded conditions to which they had been used in the old country, They built 
the primitive shack and began in the small way of (he first settlere making but 
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litthe headway during the first few years but gradually gaining on the world 
Wuilil the time arrived when what they had done showed tn eubstantial results. 
Mr, Greve’s first filing was a quarter sectinn on Elk creek and his first efforts 
al home-building and developnient were on this place. From the surplus 
whith he made it vield lum he bought other land which be also improved until 
at the tine of his death he owned over four hundred acres of good valley land, 
somm two hundred aud forty acres wl which he reduced to cultivation and 
which is yielding in accordance with the well known productivenese of that 
avetion of the county. His shanty and Kanes hay sheds gave way to buildings 
o£ a more substantial nature, a large two-story residence and exvellent barn 
antl other eyuipments ant appointments essential to the convenient. and 
suaumesfil management of the place If is one of the neatest and moat 
attractive farmetesds in Chetopa township, and represents the best efforts of 
ile owner during‘ahout twenty of the most active years of his life. Mr. Greve 
wave his tine wholly to farming and stock interests and pursued his calling 
with marked assiduity and noteworthy success. By eo doing he was enabled to 
lowve bis family o beautiful hone and an exeellent ustate, but a better legacy 
thun this was the character behind it. His thorough-going, industrious, up- 
right wave, coupled with « disposition to he helpful to these in need, his 
quiet manner, devetion to hia family and cheerful, companionable nature made 
him a valnable citizen to the county, a good neighbor te live by and a friend in 
whom confidence could be placed without fear of its being betrayed; and, con- 
atituted a more enduring monunient to his memory than the extent of his 
— After a life thas filled with aetivity and usefulness he died 
November 22, 1892, 

Surviving hit he left a widow and a large ninnber of children, most of 
whan are grown, dnarried and settled to themselyes, They are, Jacob; Ania, 
wife of Theodore Swarta: Detlef aud Jolin, twine; Margarel, who was first 
married to George Lopeman, and after his death to Charles Doran; Mary, wile 
of Christopher C. Yorkey, Henry; Benno; Catherine, wife of Ilenry Sheels; 
rant. (aoorge, Milton, Albert, Martin Lather and Ehzabeth Frederica, 

Mr. Greve was « moeniber of the Latheran church as is also n nomber of his 
farnily and in polities he was independent, though he generally gave his support 
to the Republiean tieket in national elections, 


GRHORGH M. DEWEHY—The honored subject of this review hae bein 
identified with the development and promotion of the varied interests of Neosho 
and Wilson counties since a very carly date and much credit is due him fer 
the iudustry, integrity and ability displayed in working out the results which 
have acerned from both his public and private service, He is universally 
regarded as a inan of deep conviction and his hfe has heen controlled hy 
honest motives and sincere purposes and he hae been unmoved except by pyin- 
ciples which bore the stamp of right and honor. 

Tt was the 10th of April, 1869, that George M. Dewey located a claim m 
Pleasant Valley township, Wilson county, and beeame a permanent settler and 
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an avtive factor in the material up-building of that county. He patented and 
improved his land and resided on and netively enltivated it for some twenty 
years, when he turned it over to the attention of his sone and bucame, hinnself, 
a resident of Chanute, Asa Kansas settler he was from Alexandria, Virginia, 
where he grew up from 4 lad of seywn years, He is a native of Nottingham- 
shire, England, and was born April 18, 1837. Hie father was John Dewey and 
his mother Elizabeth (Rose) Dewey and in 1842 the parents brought their 
family to the United States and establishad themselves at ATexandria, Vir- 
vinia, where both father and mother died during the war of the rebellion and 
buth he buried in Alexandrin, Virginia. The father was intensely loyal on the 
issuvs of the civil war and when secession sentiment rode rough-ehop ever 
everything he remainad steadfast with the Dimon and died breathing the hope 
that loyal hearts and loyal arms might prevail. He passed away in 1&4 at 
sixty-five years of ape. 

Our subject is the oldest surviver of two elildren jn hits father’s famil », 
His youthful educutional advantages were of the good practical sort, gamer 
chiefly in newspaper offices, He was with the New York Tritmne for five 
yeara, came to know its famouse founder well and when he loft Ins desk if wae 
to enter the volunteer army for seryice in the rebellion, He enlisted April 17, 
THfil, in the 8th New Yorls for three ojonths, and re-enlisted in the 67th New 
York under Calonel Adams, and was a participant in the first battle of Bull 
Kun, later being detailed te the secret service with Major Pinkerton’s foree, the 
eriginatoy of the famous Piokerton ceteetive ageney of a later day. He wae 
serving in the latter capacity when he was discharged on the 3rd of July, 1805, 
after four years and three months af faithful and loyal service, When the 
war closed Mr, Dewey came to Kansas and was a resident of Fort Seott fram 
180 ty LSGH, when he settled in Wilson county as first stated, 

When Mr. Dewey first cane to Chanute he was emploved on the Chamure 
Videlte, a soldier paper, whieh le established, THe afterward purchased the 
Chanute Times and consolidated the two papers unto the VidetteTimes, He 
sold this and in January, 1890, catblished a Republican paper which 
he named the Chanote Tribune, a daily and weekly paper and the first daily 
in the city. He edited und published this paper Hill 1900 when he sold il to 
J. M. Cavaness and retired from active life. 

Mr. Dewey was marricd ot Lawrence, Kansas, in 1862, his wife being Miss 
Susie J. Gemimel. & daughter of John Gemmel trom New York state. The 
children of this union are Jolin G.. of Wilson county, Kansas, who married 
Bessio Kirk: Kdmund §., of the same county, married to Jennie Miller; Melyin, 
a Wileon county farmer, married Melvina Riley; George R,; Mellie, wife of 
DD. B. Hickie, of Rich Mill, Missouri, and Miss Nettie J,, assistant in the post 
office at Chanute. 

Mr. Dewey has been as positive and sincere in his political as in his busi- 
nese ur sovial life. Among the first lessons he learned were those of patriotism 
and devolion to the Union. To indicate the souree of hig beliefs and their 
righteonsness it is sufficient to stale that Its father was the only Henry Clay 
i 


hig in Fairfax county, Virginia, Leaving home he went into the office 
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of Horace Greely and there learned Republicanism from its famous expownder 
and varly apostle. The events of the war and his service therein clinehed his 
attitude on the question of politics and he is now a veteran of the Republican 
party. 


JOUN WALTER POWELL—Nuamwhered with the native sons of Neosho 
county is he whose name introduces this notice, He was born November 11, 
1872, of pioneer parents who settled in Erie township in 1869, They were 
James and Maggie (Jarrett) Powell and were natives of the state of Kentucky. 
They came from near Lexington, that state, to Kansas and in Neosho county 
the father entered land, deeded it, improved it and made it his home till his 
death im 1892. 

Walter Powell is the youngest of four children and came to his majority 
on the family homestead in Erie township, Tle acquired a liberal education in 
the district schools and soon after coming of age he purchased a farm in Eris 
township which he owned till 1899, when he sold it and bought another, con- 
taming one Londred and twenty acres in Canville township. In 1891 he went 
to California and, near Los Angeles, he wus located fill 1896 when he returned 
to the seenes of his boyhood. He was engayed, out on the coast, us an oyer- 
seer Ona fruit farm and while there he made o hasty trip to Kansas and mur- 
ried ont of Neosho connty’s young women, His stay on the coast was inosl 
jleasant and to a degree profitable hut his yearnings for home were too strong 
for him and he came back in 1896 to stay. 

Deeamber 30, 1844, Mr. Powell married Cardelian Englis, a daughter of 
i. W. and Matte (Woodraff) Bnuglis who were the parents of ix children and 
Mrs. Powell was the youngest but one. She was born October 8, 1876, in 
Kansas, her parents having come to the state i 1865. Fern and Robert are the 
two children of Mr. und Mrs. Powell, and they are seven and five years old, 
reapactively, 


MRS. GLAPHYRA GILMORE—The venerable subject of thie review ie 
vnuw of the few surviving pioneers of Neosho county. No one, perhaps, ever 
cast his lot on the frontier under less favorable cirewmstances and for the ten 
years following 1860 fow persons were tortured with more harrowity exper- 
ivnces and endured greater domestic hardships that she. Her life has been 
passed in the west for her parents were pioneers to Howard county, Missouri, 
where she was born on the Sth of March, 1828. She grew up in Petles 
county, that state, whither her parents moved in 1884, and in Johnson county, 
Missouri, on the 18th of Mureh, 1856, she was married to James S, Gilmore. 
Her husband was horn in Morgan cownty, Missouri, March 8, 1831, and his 
parents were pioneers from Dlinois to Morgan county, Missouri, where they 
settled about 1820. 
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Mrs, Gilmore was a daughter of Anthony and Dorothy (Gentry) Mullins, 
the father of Kentucky and the mother of Virginia, Her grandfathers were 
James Gentry aid Jesse Mullins and both settled in Kentucky when theie 
fuiuilies were amall aud their children young, migrating thence from Virginia, 
Jesst Mullins being u eoldier in the Revolutionary war. Anthony Mullins took 
his family into Howard county, Missouri, about 1826, where he was a farmer 
iid also one of the early school teachers of the state. He was born May 9, 
17TH and ched September 3, 1835, and his wife was born on the tth of Muy, 
1804, waul died July 27, 1888 in Johnson county, Missouri. Their children 
werd Moses G., barn Anguet 19, 1820, and died July 3, 1401; James, born May 
WH, JB2v. died ut twenty-four years oll; Frances, born January 30, 1834, and 
‘lied ty infaney; Mary, bern 1826, died at sixty-eight vears, Glaphyra, our 
subj, David, horn April 40, 1830, died at twenty-one years oll: Elizabeth, 
horn Mareh 1a, 1s, is residing in Washington, D, C., and married to George 
W. Grentry, amd Susan. bern May 24, 1545, resides In Johnson county, 
Missavri, 

Qlaphyra (Mallins) Gilmore was limitedly schooled in the rude schon! 
houses of the early day mm Missouri and she and her lusband began life as 
renters io Johnson county, that state, Mor Gilmore, being loyal, when the war 
came on joined the stale militia and thereby earned the eternal enmity of the 
Bashwharkers and rebels. When he was called into service his family and stock 
were ab the merey of the lawless bands throughout the state and when he 
retiened home he was sel upon. his property taken and limeelf chased into the 
wood, a fugitive from the yengeance of the Confederate gray, He was oneo 
caplired bat releaed and ever after ward managed to keep out of the way- 
In LS he became the owner of a small yoke of cattle and a wagon and with 
these lie brought tis wife and five children to Kansas, They reached Big Creck 
Township, Neosho county. with as near nothing ds ever settlers started in a 
new country, yet he was free from the tyraneus oppressions of hie country’s 
wuvinivs dint thereby felt encouraged (o take ap publie land in the hope of its 
oHimate ownership uncl profitable eultivation, It would be a long story to 
describe all the wisforiones and trials that alllieted the family before the day 
of plenty was at hand. but they met diffentice as they come to them and ib 
was « long stride from the cubrn of 1804 to the comfortable residence of the 
preset day. After fifteen years of toil and when Mr. Gilmore had reached 
a position of independence for his family he was stricken down and died on the 
14th of Janey, 17%, 

There were born to Mr. mid Mors. Gilmore six children, yia., Dayid W., born 
Diwutuber 17. 1846; Dorothy, born Joly 15, 1858, is the deceased wile of Henry 
Howard: Sarah E., born November 28, 1859, married Newton Dennis and ts 
daewasmd: John F., her twin brother: Jesse M., born January 25 1861; David 
W. and Joese M. being farmers of Neosho county, and John F. a railway eni- 
ploye in Nansns City, Missouri. 

A conversation with Mrz, Gilmore about the olden times and early people 
is like reacing a chapter of pioneer history. She is something of a store- 
hous of incidents and old relies of the days of the spinning-wheel and loom, 
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both of whitch she has operated in the manwlacture of the “janes and home- 
spun” 30 fashionable and durable To the palmy days of our mdustrious fore- 
fathers, She has preserved a part of her grandfather’s bible—more than it 
ventuty old— and has, in perfect condition, a copy-boak prepared in_ the 
ae eats of her father when he was a teneher mm the early years of his 
ife, 

Mrs. Gilmore has ovenpied her present home more than thirty-eight years. 
It is the place wpon whieh she settled with her hushund when the cattle and 
eart pulled their effects into Neosho county, ‘The eountry has been settled np 
and developed, her children have grown and departed from the parental root 
and she, alone, is left to tell the story and is a living wttness to the sets and 
things of unother day. 


dD, L. SWAN—Whiether on account of the advanced position Kansas tool 
an the issues of the civil war and the friendly feeling her people were known 
to entertain for wrxsFuleral epldiers or from the natural attractiveness of ils 
éoil and climate, or both combined, it would probably be diffientt to determine : 
bul certain it is tit Waneas of all the Western States, received. daring the: 
days of western immigration and now vurriva as part of its body politie, a 
larger proportion of old soldiers than any other state west of the Mississipm 
river; nnd it has profited well by this secession to ite population; for who is 
hetter fitted to soko a country than the men who saved il; in whose hands 
eould ifs many varied interests be more safely committed and who better 
qualified to promote the arts of peace and maintain law and order than those 
whe won peace hy their arms and established law with all its coucamitant 
blessings ? 

fh. L. Swan was horn September & 1838, in Rush county, Indiana. His 
father was Somuel Swan, a native of Ohio, and bis mother, before marriage, 
Leanila Brooks, a native of Kentucky, Onr subject’s parents went to Indiana 
ae young people ahout 1825 or “30 where they were married and, setthng on a 
farm, subsequently lived and died there, 

D. L. Swan was reared in Rush and Grant counties, Indiana, on his 
father’s farm, the labors of which interspersed with a few months attendance 
at the local schools during the winter eveupled his early years. He entered 
the Union army in Avgust. 1862, enlisting in Company H, 1st Indiana 
yohinteer infantry. Tlis regiment began active service at Louieville, Ken- 
tueley, where ib was assigned to duty guarding the Louisville and Nashville 
railrond which was then suffering at the hands of Morgan’s men, It tool 
part in the battle at Perryville, Kentucky, and that of Stone River, Tennessee, 
an? waa in all the operations about Chicamauga, Chattanooga and Lookout 
Mountain, the Atlanta campaign, the March to the sea and the campaigns 
throngh ihe Carolinas, winding up with the Grand Review at Washington. 
Mr. Swan was wounded and captured at Chicamanga and ont of service sr 
weeke on this account, but with ihis exception he was with his command durmg 
the entire tearm of ite service and shared its fortunes till the close of the war. 
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Returning to Indiana after the cessation of hostilities our subject was 
chyagel in farming in Grant county till 1878 when he moved to Arkansis, 
but remained there only a year, coming thence to Kansas. THe first settled 
in Labette county, un coming to this state, where he farmed seven years: then 
merehandised two years in Parsons and in 1888 moved to Neosho county where 
he now hives. LHe hae had farming and mercantile interests since settling in 
this county, owning a good farm in Canville township near Urbana and the 
principal store in Urbana. 

Mr. Swan married m September, 1861, Emeline, a daughter of William 
ail Margaret Devore of Henry cowity, Indiana, and the issue of this union 
has been Jour sons, Darius, Charles L.. Lawrence P., and J. Fred, These sons 
am now grown and established in life on therr account, 

Mr. Swan belongs to the G. A, f., is a member of the Masonic fraternity 
and of the Christian church and in polities is a Republican casting his first 
vote, for president, for Lineoln in 1864 and for every Republican nominee for 
that office sinee. 


RICHARD ANDERSON—The eaubject of this sketch is a son of Charles 
and = =Mary Anderson, and wae born im Newton county, 
Indiana, Oetober 8, 1848. He is one of a family of four sons and two dangh- 
ters, two of whom hesides himself were early settlors of Wilson county and 
whose descendants still live in the state. These aro William S. and Charles 
H., the former ef whom died in Wilson county in 1887 and the latter in 
Chautauqua county in S—. 

Richaru Anderson was reared in his native state and m company with the 
brothers mentioned came to Nansas in the spring of 1869 and settlod in Shiloh 
township, Wilson county, He took a clann filing on a quarter section of gov- 
ernment lind on which he lived a namber of years, improved and still owns, 
He has been absent from the state considerably since coming here, two years a 
resident of Texas. and seven years a resident of Colorado. He now lives in 
Thayer, Neosho county, but this is only a few miles from his old homestead 
He hee been engaged in farming and stock-raising all his life at which he has 
met with yery fair success, He is a great lover of fine horses and owns some 
yoo, blooded rondsters; has never held any alfices but has given his time and 
atterition wholly to his farming and stock interests, 

Ou December 5, 1881, Mr. Anderson married Miss Frost, a daughter of 
leanne and Surah Frost, who moved from Bartholomew county, Indiana, and 
vultlod, September. 1872, in Wilson county, Kansas. Mrs. Anderson was 
born in Bartholomew vounty, Indiana, and accompanied her parents to this 
state at the time named. Her father was a native of Ohio: her mother a 
vative of Tennessee. Her parents met and were married in Indiana, They 
died, the father in Neosho county, Kansas, in 1894 aged eighty-six years, the 
mother in Wilson county, in 1001, aged seventy-four years. They were the 
parents of nine children—Elijah, Ann, George, Jane, Lizzie and Sarah, twins; 
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lsrae., Belle anil Robert, all of whom accompanied them to Kansas and most 
of whom still live in the state, One full brother of Mra. Anderson, Elijah 
Frost, amd one-half beother, .folen, were soldiers in the eivil war—members 
of the f2nd Indiana volunteer infantry, and the latter died while in the 
service. 


WILLIAM A. [LES, M. D.—It is verging close on to fifty years now 
ained the anbject of this sketch first set foot on Kansas soil, He is. in point of 
Horta! residence, ane of the oldest settlers in the stale. When to this is added 
the foet that be Was « volunteer in the 13th Kansas infantry during the ciyil 
wor and lelped as a soldier to win honor for his udopted state and the farther 
lock that he has eontrilated liberally of his efforts in private and professiongl 
life to the mamtenanee of that high standard of intelligence, morality ani 
good @itizenship for which the state is so justly fumed, the following facts 
coneerning his life bevome vspecially appropriate, interesting and significant 
us part of the biogruplienl feature of this volume. 

William A. Lee was born in Campbell county, Nentueky, March 20, 1843, 
His father wae Matthew Des who was a native of Lancashire, England, anil 
Ins mother, before marringe, Jane Carmack, a native of Kontueky, Matthew 
Hes was eon of Nicholus Hes who was a Lancashire English turmer who live 
and ‘ied in his witive country, and Jane Carmack was a daughter of William 
Carinack, a native of Kentucky, but whose uneestora were from Virginia, in 
Which state they were connected by kinship with the family of George Wash- 
ington, 

Our subjects parents met aod were married in Kentneky and lived there 
for come ten or twelve years after their marriage, moving thence in 1844 to 
Kansas and settling in Doniphan county, The father was bitterly opposed to 
slavery—had been so all his life bot saw enough of the practical workings of 
the inetitution during his residenm in Kentucky to confirm hie belief in 
(he iniquity af the thing, and therefore welcomed the opportunily whieh 
the eontiet then raging in Kansas between the pro-slaverv and the free-acil 
elements offered him to make his mfluence felt. Aseaviated with such mon 
as J. DB. Maynard, Alfred Larzelere, Sampson Nation, Benjamin Harding and 
mon of that kind, he fought the slave-holding power m the new state and had 
many thrilling experiences during those early contests. Fle was a resident of 
Doniphan and Brown counties thirty-odd years, dying in the latler county in 
Felirnary, 1890. aged eighty-one years. Mrs. Jane Carmack Tes is still living. 
helng now in the cighty-first year of her age, 

William A. Tles wae reared partly in Campbell county, Kentuoky, and 
partly in Doniphan county, Kansas. He received but little education during 
his youth. Tle entered the Union army Angust 19, 1862, enlisting in the 
13th Kansas volunteer infantry: was wounded at Prairie Grove, Deeember *, 
following; recoyered in a short time and served with his regiment till the 
elose of hostilities, hie command covering » considerable part of Missouri, 
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Kansas, Arkansas and Indian Territory during the term of its service, being 
mustered out at Little Rock, Arkansas, June 26, 1865. 

After the war our subject lived for a time in Cass county, Missouri, 
and then in Crawford county, Arkansas, engaged in farming and, after 
moving to Arkansas, in the practice of medicine, having begun preparing him- 
self for the practice of medicine before the war. In 1883 he returned to 
Kansas and settled in Neosho county, near the village of Urbana, where he 
now lives and where for the past twenty years he has followed farming and the 





WILLIAM A. ILES, M. D. 


practice of medicine with reasonably good success both in a financial way and 
professionally. Dr. Iles practiced medicine for a number of years as a 
novitiate but attended lectures in University Medical College of Kansas City, 
Missouri, and graduated in the Class of 1889-90 which has since made him 
more acceptable to his medical brethren, but none the more so to his clientelle 
among whom his popularity rests not upon certificates of proficiency but upon 
the knowledge which he has gained from many years of bedside experience. 
Dr. Iles married March 10, 1864, Elizabeth Truitt, a native of Putnam 
county, Missouri, and a daughter of James M. and Mary A. (Guffey) Truitt, 
and the issue of this union has been fiye sons and four daughters—John 
Henry, Deborah, James M., Ellen, Joseph, Mary J., Beatrice, William BE. 
and Robert A, The doctor is a member of the Masonic fraternity and in 
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national poltic= as a Republican, having cast his first vote for president, for 
Girant in 1868, aod for every Republican nominee for that office since that 
lime, In local iatters he dows not adhere so strictly to party lines, giving 
his support to good men and measures regardless of party ties or platform 
declarations, . 

On his mother’s aide Dr. Iles has many kinspcople among the first fami- 
lies of Kentucky and Virginia, the Washingtons, Damerens and Carmacks 
being numerous, wealthy and influential in both states. Hie father’s people 
never came in any considerable numbers to this country. Three uncles, brothers 
of his father, settled, Thomas Les in New Jersey, William Iles in Nebraska 
and pone Tlvs in New Richmond, Ohio, where they died and their descendants 
now live. 


CHARLES B. KNETZER—The subjeet of this notice was born io Put- 
nani county, Ind., April 20, 1638. He grow, up on the furm and his parents were 
Charles and Catherine Knetzer, both Kentucky people who went into Indiana 
in an early day. The father was thrown from a horse and Jailed at about fifty 
years of aye aud the mother lived to be seventy-six years old, dying in 18— 
Hight children were born to their household hut only three survive, as follows. 
Catherine, Marion and Charles E. 

The subject of this sketch received his education in the country schoola— 
the Jog cabin of the «arly day. Three monthe in the year constiluted the 
terms of school then and the large boys did not attend even all the term. Te 
began life af the age of twenty-two, when he was married, and followed the 
accupation of his fathers—farming. He continued it uninterruptedly till 
Pebruary, 1865 when he enlisted in Company D, 11th Indians volunteer infan- 
fry, and served in Forts McHenry and Marshall, in Baltimore, Maryland, till 
the end of the war. He was discharged there in August, 1865, and returned 
home to the farm. In 1876 he left his native county and came to Kansas 
where opportunities for the poor man were greater, He located in Neosho 
county and rented land the first year but the next year he bargamed for a 
tract of wild land south of Canvyille Creel, one-half mile east of Shaw. The 
change that has been wrought in this quarter section seems almost miraculous. 
All the pioneer hereditaments have lung since disappeared and the improves 
ments of the modern day, with bearing orchard and rich fertile and productive 
oil have taken their place, Coming to the county with four head of horses and 
twenty dollars in money he has climbed the ladder of prosperity ever since the 
second year in the state, 

His' relations to the public affairs of his county shows M>. Knetzer to be a 
man of integrity and capability. Fle filled the office of trustee of his townshi 
three terms and in 1896 was clecled county commissioner, His term expire 
in January, 1900 and he retired from the office with the consciousness of 
having performed his duty well and faithfully, Te was chosen commissioner 
as # Populist. 
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‘The children of Mr. nnd Mrs. Knetzer are Oscar, of Shaw; Joseph: 
Sallie, wife of Samuel Hiaverland; Walter: Gordon, and James. Mr. and may 
Knetaer were married March 13, 1860, She was nee, Mary E, Gilford, : 
native of Putnam county, lidiana, and a danghter of Samuel and Qurah 
Gilford. She was bern May 4, 1540, and for more than forty years hae ven 
the theaglitful and helpful conipanion of her husband, 


JACOB RR. MOORE—The subject of this sketch, u well-known fariner of 
Chetopa township, Neosho emunty, was born in Putnam county, Indiana, 
Maveh 29, 1841. His father wis Abram Moore and his mother bore the maiden 
nene of Mirien) Rice, both of whom were natives of Shelby county, Kentucky, 
where their fathers, Jacob Moore snd Abram Rice settled with their families 
iv the days of Daniel Boone. 

The elder Moore and Rice took part in the uurly atrugyles with the Tn- 
(ians in the region of the “Dark and Bloody Ground” wader those distinguish- 

ou fizhlers, Daniel Boone, Amos Wendall, James Harrod and General Isaac 
Shelby, and when the country had been successfully wrvated from the red 
men thuey helped to introduce the arts of peace and lay the foundation for what 
is now the splendid commonwealth of Kentucky. An uncle of the subjeet ol 
(his sketch, John Moore, was a Nentucky volunteer ju the war with Mexion in 
Td46, ; 

Abram Moore, the futher of our subject. was twice married ue was also tlie 
nothin, and they had in their family three sete of ehildren. By his first mar- 
riage Abram Moore has » son John F., who went west many years wee and 
is now a resident al Boise City, Idaho. and a daughter, Sidney, who was iarricd 
ton man numed Harvey Shanke and died at Waveland, Indiana. Our subject’ 
wother’s former married mune was Beatty and she had 4 daughter Mary 1, 
who was first married to John Henry Johnson, and after his death ta T. [* 
Kilon and died at Carlyle, Allen county, Kansas. 

The issue of Abram and Miriam Moore were Harrison Taylor Moore, whe 
was wounded ot Resaca, Georgia, as a member of the 40th Lodlana volunteers 
during the civil war and died at Chatinnoogn, Tennessee, » short the after- 
ward; Catherine who was married to John F. Carver and resides at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana; Jacob R., of this review; Sallie E.. who was married to W, 
H. Johnson and lives at Leroy, Kansas; Susan Miriam who was married ™% 
Jesse Fordiee, and lives in Putnam county, Indiana, and Matilda, wife of 
Cassius M. MeGown, of Thayer, Kansas, 

Abram Moore moved from Kentucky in the early 405 and aettled in Pur- 
tum county, Indiana, where he spent the yrea ter part of his active life, lat 
died at the home of his son, the subject of this sketeh, in Neosho county, 
Kansas, in 1885, at the age of wightly-three years. His wife, Miriam 
Moore, died im Indiana in 1881 at the ape ot seventy-two 

Jacob Tt. Moore was reared in Putnam county, Indiana, and resided in 
that and Montgomery county till coming to Kansas. He came to this state 


TIISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. oie 


in the fall of 1880 and settled in Neosho county, buying what Was known as 
the old Adums plaee being the northwest quarter of section 23, township 24), 
miige 18, which was then in the condition of most of the old settlers’ places— 
i few acres broken out, a primitive shack and a hay shed, without fences, Lrecs 
or other improvements, Mr. Moore has put one hundred acres of this place in 
u fine stale of cultivation, has feneed and ¢ross-Lenced it with hedge and wire. 
has erected an excellent. two story house, barns, granaries and implement 
sheds and has one of the best orchards and finest bluegrass lnwns covered with 
shade and ornamental trees tn Chetopa township. Hie twenty-two yeurs resi- 
dence in Neosho county has been profitably spent both to himself and the 
community in which he lives, He has ben engaged exelusively in furmimy and 
stock raising and with the exception of holding » few township offices has had 
no pursnits except those conneetud with his farm. 

Mr. Moore married in Putnam eounty, Indiana, in 1861, his choice for 
a life companion falling on Sarah K,,.a daughter of Georze and Mary Leonard 
and a native of that county, The issue of this umion has been eleven chiltl- 
ron as follows, John Ellsworth: Carrie, wife of T. A. Stall; Harry 'T.; 
Syd J. now deceusal; Mollie P.; Jennie B.; Myra; Edward C.; Maggie; 
Ferdinand, and Clyde. 

Mr, Moore belongs to the A. O. UT. W, and to the Christian chureh, of 
Which latter organization most of his family are also members. 


JOHN W. BEACH—lohn W. Beach, of Chetepa township, was bern tn 
Adams eounty, Ohio, May & 1848. Wis father wae Williaa Beawh and lis 
mother, bofore marriage, Margaret Caunpbell, both of whom were also natives 
of Adams county, Ohio, where their parents settled in early Indian days, Mr. 
Hwach’s paternal grandfather, John Beach, vame from one of the New Englans| 
states, and his maternal grandfather, Matthew Campbell, from the north of 
Irelnud, the formner descended of old Colonial stock, of Turitan faith. and the 
latter of Seoltch-lrish antevedents, of Presbyterain faith, They were sturdy, 
self-reliant people, noted for thetr large physical mould, strong powers of 
endurance, ¢lean, wholesome private lives, deep religious convietions ani 
ardent patriotic sentiments They were part of the vanguard of eiyiliation 
who in the carly days of our country drove back the Indians, felled the 
forests, opened up the farms and establizhed in the haunts of the red men the 
urte und industries of civilized life. John Beach was a soldier iy the seoond 
war with Greal Britain (1812-15). William Beach, father of .lohn W., was 
in the eivil war, a member of the 94th Ulinois yolunteer mfantry, with whieh 
he served in the Army of the Cumberland till his diseharge from the same 
as a result of disability contracted in the service and from the effects of 
which he died in 1867. Onur subject's mother died avhen he was an infant. 

John W, Beach was reared in the family of his paternal grandparents in 
his native county in Ohio till he was thirteen years old when they, moving to 
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Crawford county, Uhnois, his youth was passed in that county, in the schools 
of which he received the ayerage educational advantages. 

On February 29, 1876, Mr. Beach married in MeLean county, Llinoisy, 
Frances I. Smith, a native of that county and daughter of Joel and Mary 
(Warner) Sinith, and settling on a farm was engaged in agricultural pursuits 
there sone nine years. He then moved to Kansas, locating, October, 1884, in 
Chetopa township, Neosho vounty, where he bought what is known as the old 
Ronyoo place, it being the south-oast quarter of section 16, township 29, range 
18 east, on which he took up his residence and has there since lived, The 
place when it came into Mr, Bonch’s hands, was in the condition of most of the 
early day claime, praghoally wninypreved and afforded him an excellent oppor- 
tunity for the expenditure of all the energies of his young manhood, He 
entered on the task of building a home and surrounding himself with some of 
the comforts of lite, and with great veal and energy has succeeded to the extent 
of having one of the most valuable and attractive farmsteads in the township, 
The primitive shack of the earlier years lias piven place to a substantial two- 
story residence and the Kansas haysheds to a good barn and granaries, while 
the monotony of the landseape is relieved with orchard, shade and ornamental 
trees, the entire place enclosed with fence and properly cross-feneed, A sen- 
lence or two suaflices to tell the story of the transformation, but they conyey 
no adequate idea of the labor involyed. Only those who haye gone through 
the experiences of digging out of the virgin soil of a Kansas prairie and win- 
ning from the adverse forec= of uature a home with all its equipments and 
appoinhnents can knew the mapuitude of the undertaking, the toil. selfdenial 
and heart-uches involved. This represents, in a great measure, Mr. Beach's 
accomplishinents since coming to Kwisas seventeen yeurs ago. Along with if 
le has developed sone character, and, as a citizen with the best interests of his 
neighborhood and county at heart has born his fall share of those labors which 
Tall to the lot. of all. His straight-forward business methods displayed in the 
conduct of his own affairs has commended him to his fellow citizens as one fib 
to be trusted with the transaction of public matters and he has in consequence 
held some sort of publie office for more than half the trme he has been in 
the county, For three years he was county commissioner, five years town- 
ship trustee and is now serving his third year as townshrp treasurer. A 
Republican in politics, he has affiliated actively with his party and given the 
ticket an earnest and effective swpport and has in turn been supported by 
those of his politieal faith where ever questions involving party principles were 
at issue, though in local matters the lines have not been very strictly drawn. 

Mr. Beach has a family of four sons and four danghters, some of whom 
ure yerging onto manhood and womanhood, but all except the oldest remain 
under the parental roof. These aro Evan, Mabel, William, Raymond, Lena, 
Irl, Fay and Ava Margarct. 

He belongs to the Fraternal Aid Society, the Home Builders Union and 
the United Brethren church, 
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GEORGE N. CHAPPELL—One of the carly settlers of Wilson county 
hui a settler of Tioga township, Neosho county, sinte 1874, is George N. 
Chappell, of this review. In the year 1870 he located near Buffalo, Kansas, 
where he took a claim anil remained thore till he had patented it when, in 1878 
hu theposed of it and came over into Neosho county and porchased. land 
movin to lus present farm in 1878. THe owns two hundred and forty acres, 
uttractively and expensively improved, and has reached a point of material 
andl persenal independence, 

Mr, Chappell caine to Kansas in search of an opportunity to get a home 
cheap. He emigrated from Falla Church, Fairfax county, Virginia, where 
he lived both before and after the war. he original home of the family was 
Olsego evanty, New York, where our subject was born January 20, 1844, He 
was # eon of William, a grandson ef William and a great-grandson of William 
Chappell, all of whom, exeept the father, passed their lives near Hart, Now 
York, the great-vrandfather hein, the founder of the family there, Tho latter 
tame to the Minpire state from New Flampshire but his father was an English- 
man bern, and ran a privateer on the Great Lakes during the revolutionary 
war, They were all, and have been, patriots in time of their country’s need 
unl have all heen tillers of the soil, except our subject’s father, whose life 
Wis spent on the harness-maker’s bench. 

Our subject's mother was Mirands Read, « dauvhter of Rey, Caleb Read, 
Who, as well as his father and two of the latter's sons, were ministers of the 
Baptist faith, er first husband, William Chappell, died in 1859, and she 
then married Henry Newcomb. She died in 1869, being the mother of George 
N.: Dwight R., of Neosho county; Charles L., of Oklahonm; Maury, wifu of 
Harvey Surprise, of Woodson county, Kansas, and Nellie, who was the child 
of Mr. Neweamb, and is married to Joeeph Resinger, inentioned elsewhere 
in this work. 

George N, Chappell acquired a poor education, heoause of the tunes and 
of the locality where he lived. In 1840 his father tool the farnily to West 
Virginia—settling at Parkershury—tlnt sold out there and located af Falls 
Church where the family was when the civil war breke out, Their northern 
birth and antecedents rendered them inimical to the perfeet harmony of sen- 
timont desired on the issnes of the war and they were given twonty-four hours 
to move. hey left practically everything behind. went to Washington City 
ind on to their old hone in New York where our subject enlisted in 1862 in the 
114th New York infantry, in which he served till the war was over, THe was 
with hie command on the Red River campaign, at Port Hudson and other 
points along the Mississippi, and in the epring of 1864 the regiment was 
ordered to Washington City and campaigned about in the Shenandoah valley. 
September 19, 1864, Mr. Chappell was wounded in the battle of Winchester 
where the 114th lost three-fifths of ite men while “holding a battle line at 
all hazards.” Tis wound was in the tight arm and he was confined with it te 
the hospital for some time, but in the epring of 1865 he rejoined his command 
in the valley and was near Winchester when the war closed, 
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Mr. Chappell returned to Falls Chloureh, Virginia, where be wae so suui- 
marily dismissed four years before and settled among some of the very men 
that he had met de chemies on the battlefield. We lived aniong them four years 
and then, with neighborly texrets, emigrated to Kansis, He brought a thons- 
and dollars out west with him, thinking he might need it in the opening out of 
& Kansas claiin, and he did need it, for it was all spent with apparently little 
effort and when he left Wilson county he was little in advanee of where he 
started in life. | 

April 12, 1i8—, Mr, Chappell iwarried Jane J, Baird, u daughter of the 
late early settler. Alexander Baird, whose history is related in the eketeh of 
Alexander and Andrew Baird tn this volome. Tho issue of this marriage are 
four. ue follows. Nellio, wife of Megs J. Campbell, of Strasburg, Misseurt, 
and Hil. Alice and Bonita, A young mun, William PL MeNoill, ts alse o 
Tuember of Mar, Chappell’s family. Te was taken from a New York colony of 
children some eight years since, when a boy of eight years. He has shown 
himnesell worthy of confidence, industrious and manly, and ia regarded highly 
Hs “the only hey in the furnily.” 

ln polities Mr. Chappell is a staunch Republican. 


JOUN ROBERPTSON—The subject of this sketeh, an old settler of 
Cletupa township, Neosho county, was bern in Berwickshire, Seotland, Veb- 
ruaury 28, 1830. His father was John Robertson and his mother bore the 
wididen dane of May Nesbet. John Robertson, the father, was a son of 
Thomnas and Isabel (Blaekhall) Robertson and Mary Neshet, our subject's 
tuther, was a daughter of John und Rabena Nesbet, all of whom were natives 
of Berwickshire and whose antecedents liad lived in the low-lands of Seut- 
lant frown time imunemerial. 

In the family of which our subject was a meniber there were seven =015 
and two dunughters as follows. William, Joho, Robert, Thomas and James, 
twine; Daniel, Leabel, Alexander and Rubens, all of whom were born in Ber- 
wickshire, and there erew to manhood and womanhood. After the death of the 
mother, whieh oceurred in 1862, the family oxeept Alexander, eamw to Arer- 
ica and settled in Waehington county, Ulinots, where the father diced in 1868, 
and from there the sone and daughters separated, William moved to Arkansas 
where he died some years later, Robert, Thomas, James and Daniel moved 
to Clay county, Kangas, where Robert and James died and where Thotmas and 
Daniel still live. Tsabel, who was married to u man named James Purvis, set- 
tled in Philadelphia where she died and Rubena, who was married to a South- 
ern man shortly after the fumily came to Ameriea, moved south and hae never 
heen heard of since: while Alexander never came to America Wot settled ia 
England where he row lives, 

John Robertson, the'subject of this notice, taarried in his native place. 
April, 1857, Christian, daughter of George and Christian (Hail) Donglas and, 
accompanied hy his wife, went immediately to Melbourne, Australia, whence 
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in [846 he came to America and settled in Washington county, Ulinois. He 
lived there till 186% when he moved to Kansas and in August. of the following 
vear took up his residence in Chetopa township, Neosho county. buying of 
Joho Post one hundred and sixty ueres of lund in section 8, township 29, range 
17 east. where he settled and has sinee lived. He is thus one of the first set- 
tlére of the township as he has at all times been one of the most highly reapeci- 
wi citizens of the same His industrions, thorongh-going, thrifty Scotch ways 
have shown to good advantage. He las bought and improved considerable 
Jand in the county making it a point to help his children as they come of age 
and get them comfortably settled in life. Te owns two hundred and seventy 
acres of good land now whieh he has well improved and supplied with all the 
needed accessories to handle the same conveniently and profitably. With no 
desire for public life he has attended strietly to his own business, interesting 
himself’ in a general way however in the welfare of the community and holding 
the usval number of small alfices. . 

Mr, Robertson has raised a family of two sons and three danghters—Toln, 
Christian. May, aow the wife of C. B. Williains; William and Catherine, now 
Mrs. W. 5S. Smith, all of whom except Mrs. Williams, live In Neosho county, 
she being a resident of Preble county, Ohio. 

Mr, Robertson und his wife. together with most of their family, hold mem- 
bership im the Presbyterian church. 


DELOS JOHNSON—Lying in the valley of Pig Creek, Neosho county, 
inl spreading out over its adjacent high-lands is an estate, which challenges, 
in extent and fertility, any within the lnnits of the populous, wealthy an 
unstoeratic eastern states and whase area embraces nearly two and one-half 
seotions of land. This princely estate represents the acquisition of a single 
brain, the aectumulation of a single hand and the achievement of one brief life 
of thirty-two years, and the brain and band and life, and the energy whieh 
propelled them, were furnished by Delos Johnson, the worthy subject of this 
review, 

Ue was born im Schoharrie county, New York, February 11. 1847, is a son 
of Cornehin= Johnson, born in the same connty on the 0th of May, 1825, and 
of June A. Robinson, whose birth also occurred in the Empire state. The 
statu of Vermont furnishes us with the most remiote ancestor of this family 
in the person of Janes Jolinson, our subject's grandfather, who went into 
New York in the fore part of the nineteenth century and died in Schoharrie 
county ut vighty- five years of age, He married a German lady, Turpeying 
by namie, and reared a family of five children. The Johnsons were of Eng)iah 
origin hut the Robinsons were Scotch. our subjects grandfather, Moore Tob- 
incon, being born in Seotland, ‘he last named inarried a Van Paten, a lady of 
Dutch antecedents, amd to them seven children were born. 

Cornelius Johnson was a furiner and stock raiser and in 1856 left his 
native state and settled in Fayette county, Indiana, where he died September 
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fi, 1877, laving survived his wife fram July 31, 1869. Their three childrea 
were Delos, Salista, who married Willis Pearce, and James W. 

Deloe Jolmson was nine years of age when taken from his native state and 
it if and in the stute of Indiana he obtained iis education in the distriot 
schools. Te was a student by the domestic fireside by night as well as a winter 
pupil in the school roam by day and he filled his mind with things which 
provad of value to him in after years At twenty years of age his father pre- 
HONuME him with his time ond he began life by teaching two termes of school in 
Payette county, ludiana. He then took up farming on his father’s farm 
and continued it till L870 when. on the 25th of February he had come to 
Kanaas and on that day purehased a claim of one hundred and twenty acres in 
Neoshe county, the nacdens of Lis present home, One month from the day he 
heught hie Tarn le moved nite bis littl: cabin and, with bachelor surroandings 
hogan the work of elenring up and improving his home. He returned to 
Indiana aud married, March 7, 2871, Froneis Khim, an Indiana native nnd a 
daughter of George and Mary Klan. The young couple retarned to Kansas 
ail look possession of their new home, full of hope and with ambition and 
mieryy to spare. They labored aid lived lowether for twenty-five years and 
shared the inisfortimes and fortunes wilh other Kansans of that time and 
builded, in a greet measure, the magnificent estate whieh elande ae a imonu- 
ment to their wonderful prosperity and thrift, July 44, Ls8v6, Mes. France: 
Johnson died without iesne and when aheut ready to enjoy the fruits of her 
lnbor of years. March 30, 1808, Mer. Johnson married Mabel Allen, a daughter 
of James ond Amanda Allen, who came to Neosho county fram Dodiana mn the 
year I871, Like his former marriage this one is also without iseuc, and that 
which seems to usa tuelortune may be the fulfillment of a deere from on hagh 
which doeth only the righteous and has power to turn evil into good, 

The improvements on Mr. Johnsen’s farm are most substantial and 
complete, providing a comfort and a convenienue for his stock and other 
products that is unusual in Neosho county, His reaidence is prominently 
situated, is large. roomy and modern, while his burns, implement honses, gran- 
aries and elevator are so well arranged and handy ae to he a time-saver in the 
handling of stock and grain. His feed lots extend beyond the ereek and water 
courses Through them im abundant and living streams. Fifteen hundred anil 
seventy acres constitute his dominions and the raising of grain and the grow- 
ing anid feeding of cattle and hogs have planted the seed which sprouted and 
grew into this magnificent estate. 

Mr. Johnson has held religious beliefs for a number of years and his 
stiuly of the bible has led him to a deep conviction coneerning the destiny 
of the human soul. So interested has he beeome in the acqoisition of the 
true doctrine and so anxious that it emanate from an original source that he, 
ut the request of the governing hoy of the Roestitutionists, the sect to which 
he belongs, made a trip te Palestine mm 1900 and, accompanied by his wife, 
visited the places where Jesns walked and talked and where the Disciples 
preached and communcd with God in an atmosphere filled with spiritual 
mania from on high. Enroute to the holy land, they visited the Tsland of 
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Maderia, Gibralter, Malta, Algiors, Alexandria, Egypt, where the great library 
of the world is housed ; Cairo, and at Joppa, where the first sacred atmosphere 
was entero. In the Holy Laud they visited Jerusalem, the capital city, and 
the Mewea of spiritual enthusinsts; Palestine, Beyroul, Smyrna and Kphesus, 
On their return home they visited Constantinople. Athens. the center of Gre- 
alan art; and Naples, Rome, Venice and Milan, Italy, where the old cathedrals 
Hd anoint monasteries were inspected, and wp through Switzerland and under 
the Alps through the great tunnel and over the mountains of Luzerne, Basle, 
down the Rhine to Cologne and across France to Paris wad the great French 
exposition, Returning through England they stepped at London and Viver- 
poal where they embarked on the Allon steamship liner, Corinthian, for Quebec 
and reached home after an absence of six months. 

Mr. Johnson is one of the promoters of the town of Rollin on the Banta 
Ve raihway, betwen Chanute and Shaw, where one hundred and sixty wares 
his heen purebased and the townsite platted. The object of this new town ik so 
volonize the members of this religious seet, build churches and sehools and 
hetter advance the canee ol their faith and of the sooial and finwneial interests 
of ite members, A cooperative company will furnish homes for the aged and 
work for the wiemployed and the moral atmasphere of the place will he main- 
tained purrs by efriet requirements coneerning the sale of all forms of stina- 
lants and intoxieantes . 

Tn his home our subject is creating a large library of books which beur, 
mainly, upen the subjeet of the soul's restitution and he has spared no patne 
and oxponee in Is travels ty gathering wp such yolumes as would enlighten 
him upon the ane great question and bring satisfaction to a soul that is yearn- 
ing for Divine truth eoneerming the vital clement of life. 


ALFRED TENNYSON [LEADY—The late subject of this memoir wae 
one of the varly settlers of Mrie township, Neosho county, haying brought bis 
young wife lither from Hamilton county, [ndiana, in 1872. But Kansas at 
(hat time was no parallel for Indiana and the young soldier and farmer return- 
ed cust and remained in the state of lus birth GIL 1878 when he came back 
ti ee and took possession of the parental legacy where he made his home 
anil hed, 

Mr. Heady was born in Hainilton county, Dndiana, Mareh 31, 1844, and 
wis reanal and edacated in his native county, July 6, 1861, he enlisted in 
Company BE, let Iniiana hewvy artillery and passed through the war, veteran- 
iving and seeing and experiencing the closing acts of the rebellion, Ile was 
wounded at Camp Ryland, Louisiana, April 13. 1865, by gunshot wound in the 
left thigh and was sent to Morgan City hospital where he remained tll 
finally disposed of in the Barracks hospital in New Orleans, He almost lost his 
life hy cowmplivations before his wound finally healed but rejoined his regiment 
and reenlisted for the remainder of the war when his first enlistment expired, 
He pasaed through so much hard service and was such a brave soldier that his 
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company and regimental officers united in recommending him to Governor 
Morton for a commission in the regular army should he desire to jom that 
establishment after his release from the yolunteer service, Te finally deter- 
ming) on civil instead of military pursuits and returned to the farnn from 
whenee he came, 

On the 18th of October, 1871, Mr, Heady inarried Martha Castetier, born 
in Hamilton county, Indiana, February 12, 1855, and a daughter of Michavl 
and Sarah (Heady) Castetter, Ifer father died at fifty-onw years but her 
inather still survives at the age of sixty-seven. 

Mr. and Mrs. Heady resided with his father, Juckson Heady, the brief 
year they spent in Kansas bot from 1878 to his death on the 4th of Augner, 
18th, Mr, Heady owned and occupied the old home and was engaged in its 
stiowosstill cultivation, The effects of his army service finally cansed his death 
and le passed away at the age of forty-seven. 

The family of our worthy subject comprised ten children uz follows, 
Charles, James, John, Ada, wife of Henry Fonts; Ethel, Emma, Pearl, Vear! 
ancl dith, 


W. A. PERIHTAM—RKanase ik often called the ehild of New England andl 
nt a certain sense this is truce. Kaneae carly became the trial ground for 
New England ideas, and New England furnished the funds and men to 
establish the first colonies in the atate. That section of the country hos 
vinlded, in later times te other sections in the number of immigrants fwrnished, 
but has always had «a goo! steady tide flowing hitherward nevertheless, ane 
they have heen among the best of the stafe’s accessions, 

W. H. Perham, « farmer of Chetopa, township, Neosho county, was born 
in the village of Pawlet, Rutland county, Vermont. May 26, 1840. His 
father was Paul Perham and his mother, before marriage, Martha Vail, both of 
whom were natives of the same place, He comes of New Kngland ancestry on 
both sides and his antecedents were among the early settlers of Plymouth 
wolony, Governor Sidney Perham of Massachusetts being a representative of 
the same family. 

W. H. Perham’s mother dying when he was two yeara old and his father 
when he was eight, he was raized in the family of an older sister till he was 
thirteen when he ran away from home and worked for two years for a Rur- 
land county farmer for his board and clothes and what little schooling he got 
during three month’ attendance each winter in the district school At the 
aye af sixteen he entered the Union army, enlisting August 27, 1862, in 

‘ompany B, 14th Vermont volunteer infantry in which company he served a 
year with the Army of the Potomac taking part in the battle of Gettysburg and 
minor engagements, He then reenlisted December 23, 1863, in the Ist Ver- 
mont batlery of light artillery which rendesvousing at Brazier City in the 
winter of 1863-4 joined Banks Red River expedition in the spring of the 
following year and took part in all the engagements of that campaign, in 
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all of which, our subject wat present and acted the part of a soldier After 
that his conmuend was tranelorred to Morganga Bond, Mississippi, where the 
lattery proper was discharged and he and his associates were placed in the 
Yn Vermont battery whieh did guard daty along the Mississippi from that 
tine on till the close of the war, being part of the time also with the army of 
opcupation sent inte Texas under General Sheridan. He was discharged July 
31, 1665. Mr. Perham had an older brother, Merritt Tl, Perham, who was a 
member of the 2nd Vermont yoluntecr infantry with which he served through- 
out the war in the Army of the Potomae and later wider Grant taking part in 
twenty-seven straight battles, many of them the hardest fought of the war, in- 
cluding those in Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania from Bull Run till 
the surrender, 

Our subjoeb returned to Vermont after the war but remained there only 
ahout a year when he went to Minnesota and. at Cannon Falls, that state. 
met Miss Ella MeAlexander whom he married September 14, 1868. Mrs. 
Perhain’s parents settled in Minnesota before the war moving from Montivello, 
Indiana, where she was born, lot were themselves natives of Ohio. Her father 
was Cunumodore P. MeAlexander and her mother bore the maiden name of 
Margaret Tilton. ‘lhe father enlisted in the service at the ont break of hos 
lilitivs and served ws leutenant of Company C, 6th Minnesota infantry which 
he eoumanded first on the frontier of Minnesota during the threatened Indian 
ootbreaks in that locality and later took part in the closing scenes of the war 
lutween thy states participating in the battles of Franklin and Nashville. 
‘Tennessee. One further note in the military annals of the family may he added 
namely, that Captain Bugene MeAlevander, brother of Mrs. Perham, grad- 
uated from West Point, was professor in Wesleyan Military college at Mt, 
Pleasant, Jowa, was in the late war with Spain and was promoted for gul- 
lantry at Santiago and is now serving in the Philippines. 

Mr. Perham moved from Minnesota to Kaneas in November, 1872, and 
after a residence of twelve years in Miami and McPherson counties, settled 
March) 1, 1884, in Neosho county, where he now lives. He has been 4 farmer 
all his life and has met with a reasonable dogree of success. Te east his first 
vote for Lincoln in 1864, though not then of age but near enough to deaden 
over the line, and remained a Republican (ill 1880 when he joined the Grean- 
back party. and has voted in opposition to the Republican party since. He 
belonys to the 1. 0. 0. Fo and Knights and Ladies of Securtty. 

Mr and Mrs. Perhain have two daughters, Eva and Ina, the latter the wife 
of Frank Cutright, 


GILLIS G. KEENER—The eubjest of this sketch, one of the early set- 
tlers of Chetopa township, Wilson county, was born in Armstrong county, 
Pennsylvania, July 15, 1839, and is a son of Goorge and Mary (Marsh) 
Keener, both of whom were also natives of Pennsylvania, coming of old 
Penosylyania Dutch stock. Our subject's grandfather, William Keener, servod 
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in the early French aml Indian wars on the Pennsylvania frontier, his ante- 
eodents belonging to the plain, substantial people of the country, possessing 
only moderate means, but industrious, law-abidmg, good citizens. They were 
of that ummber who helped to subdue the Indians, fell the forest, lay ont the 
public highways, open the farms and in similar ways lay the foundation of 
the great industries which have crown wp in the Keystone atate. 

William -G, Keener was reared, as he stys, in the backwoods country of 
Western Pennsylvania where educational advantages werv very poor, the only 
schooling Which he received being what he coold get daring the two or three 
nonths attendance at the local schoole in winter, He mmtured the Union army 
April 17, 1801. in reeponse to the fest call for volonteers, enlisting in Com- 
patty (Tenth Pennsylvania reserves. Elis regimunt became part of the Army 
uf the Potomac and participated in battle: at Drainsville, Virginia, the seven 
days fit around Richmond, the ewcond Bull Gain, Antietam, South Mountain, 
Frederickshurg, Gettysburg, Mine Run, Wilderness, Spottevivania and Gaines’ 
Mill, Morn Keener wits with it and saw active service on all these hard fougltit 
lielde exoopt when prevented from so doing by reason of wountis, He was 
wounded June 27, 1862, at Gaines” Mill wid was out of service till October 
following Hojeining hie command he was with it till the battle at Spottsyl- 
yan where May 12. TSt-4 he was again wounded by # minie hall from a sharp 
shooter in the eight biyy and was disabled GUL February, 1865, when he was 
transferved ty the tivabd corps, Tle was ober captured during the Peninsular 
cainpaign and held by the enemy thirty-four days when he was exchanged, He 
wie mustered oat with (he cetiainder of his rezinent Joly 30, 1865, 

Nor three yours after the elose of the war Me. Weenur resided in Penn. 
Aviva when, io company with a younger brother, William B., and two sisters, 
Mary and Wlivabeth, he cane to Kanewe landing at Humboldt July 1, 1869. 
The brothers and sisters settled a lew daye later in the vieinity of Three 
Mounds mm Wilson county where they toal claims filing on goverument land 
it the same time our snhject filed on a quarter section for another aieter, 
Martha, who remained we! in Cennsvivania, but who was expected to follow 
later and who dil come aut in December of the same year and took up her 
residence i the cowmty. Mr. Reener hae heen a resident of that locality for 
ore than a generation, being in the etrietest enee one of the old timers and is 
the luct of lis family left im the state. His brother William B. Keener went 
to Colorado in 1576 and ie still living at Cripple Creek, that state. The sistae 
Martha was warried ta Abrahan Van Meter, moved to California where she 
still lives. WMlizabeth was marred to Oliver Wright. now deceased, and lives 
it Kareka Springs, Arkansas. Mary was never married and died at Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas, July 14, 1901. Mr Keener’s mother died in Pennsylvania 
before the family’s removal weet; bis father died at Washburn, Miseouri, while 
on his way to Hureka Springs, Arkansas, whither he was gory for his health. 
Mr. Keener has never married, He regarded his duty of looking after his 
parents and provide Tor his unmarried sisters as paramount and before he 
was aware of it the age had slipped by at which men usually take unto them- 
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salves companions, and fhus he passed ito bachelorhood. No one who knows 
him, however, will doubt that had he seen fit tv marry he would haye made a 
wood hushaml: for he is kind, considerate of the feelings of others and con- 
smientious im the discharge of his duties of every kind and character, He hus 
heli the usual number of loeal offices in the township where he settled and 
always showed a proper interest in matters pertaining to the general welfare. 
A Republican in polities, he east his first vote for president for Lincoln in 1860) 
and has maintained an unwavering alleyiance to the principles af that party 
since, 


FAMES A, TLADDAN—'The state of Indiana, oner renowned for its dense 
forests and iinpassable swamps. hus furnished many of the enbstantial settlers 
of the prairie states of the weet. Kansas haz her large quota of that population 
and they began comimg to her borders and “taking up” her demain a few 
years before her admission into the Union. One of this eluss of desirable 
settlers was the subject of thie personal inemuir, whose parents came, with 
their effects, into Neosho county in 1850. They were from Owen county, the 
Hoosier State, where our subject was born September G, 1546. The latter's 
parents, Walliam and Marry (MMarris) Hadden, were native of Kentucky and 
Tennussee, respuchively, they moving to Indiana from the Blue Grass State 
at an early date. Owen county was their place of settlement and there they 
resided till their coming to the west and settling in Naneas. The father 
located on Lig Creek in Nensho county and there sickened and died the let 
of November, 1849. His widow survived hin till the Gth of January, 1879, 
when she (lied at the age of seventy-six years. Six children were born to this 
pionoer couple, only three of whom still survive, namely, Levi, of Chanute; 
Wilham TL, of Bristow, Oklahoma, and the subject of this notice. 

A residence in Neosho county as early as 1859 amounted almost to a con- 
dition of exile. There was scarcely anything to remind one of civilization und 
the opportunities and advantages now provided by the state were unthonght of. 
In consequence of this condition the boys of the frontier were many of them 
untutered and uneulbured. Experience was their teacher and James A, Had- 
dan was one of her pupils. He was the support of the family, largely, after 
his father’s death and when the civil war was in progress he was, for a time, 
hath farmer aud soldier, for ho served some six months in the state militia and 
never reegived any compensation for his services, In those days the pioneer 
wis a busy man. His farm was o stockade and lis house was an arsenal, The 
Confederates were a source of amioyance and the thieying Indians were making 
nightly raids upon the few stock he possessed. All-night guard tluty was not 
uncommon and pursuit of the raiders was of occasional occurrence, His 
trading point was Fhumboldt, twelve miles away, and in winter ib was a bwo- 
day journey to market and for the mail. 

Tn 1871 Mr. Iaddan married Evaline Larrick, who came to Kansas with 
her parents in 1870. They oceupied, aftur their marriage, the claim upon the 
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Osaye Cedid Lands which Mr. Waddan had entered and for the title to whieh 
he afterward had a long eontest with the railroad company. Winning his suit, 
with others, le improved anil finally disposed of his farm and, with the pro- 
ceeds, purchased his present farm of two hundred and forty acres. 

The family of Mr. and Mre, Haddan comprise two daughters and two sous, 
viv., Ada, widow of Benjamin Jenkinson; Effie, wife of Bert Woodward, of 
Toronto, Kansas; and Eimer aod Charles on the home farm, Formerly 
Rypublican political principles were championed by Mr, Haddan, but of late 
ywers he has sided with the Peoples’ Party and voted the Populist ticket, 


JOHN W, STEPP—The subject of this sketch, an old settler ef Chetopa 
township, Neosho county, wee barn a Lawrenee county, Indiana, November 
10, 1848. His father was Michael Stipp, a native of Virginia, and is mother 
hore the maiden name of America Rameey, a netive of Indiana. The mother 
diol when our subjeet was about twenty years old. Tis father ia still living, 
being a resident of Lawrence county, Indiana, where he has passed almost his 
untire life. Le is a farmer and stock-raiser. 

John W. Stipp is one of a family of mine children being the eldest son. 
Je wis reared in his native county and entered the Union army from there in 
April, 1865, enlisting In Company KE, 130th Indians volunteer infantry, for 
LOO days service. At the expiration of his term of enlistment he re-enlisted 
in Company K, 148th Indiana volunteer infantry and served with this com- 
mond till the elose of hostilities. He was nuider Thomas in scouting and out- 
post duty after the fall of Nashville till the surrender, being mustered aut ut 
Nashville in September, 1865, 

Mr. Stipp marvied August, 1867, Eveline, daughter of David and Mary 
Carson of Lawrence county, Tndiana, she hemg o native of that county an 
sister of Willlam Carson, a sketeh of whom appeare in this work (which soe). 
Mr. Stipp came th company with his brothers-in-law, William Carson and Levi 
Batley and their families, to Kansas in the fall of 1868 and settled in Neosho 
county. He bought of Andrew Acton the cighty acres where he now lives, the 
improvements on which then consieted of a pateh of three or four aeres broken 
oul. a box house L2sl4 feet, boilt of hand sowed cotton wood lnmber and a 
hay shed big enough to shelter 4 team. The succeeding years brought the 
drouths. grasshoppers. hail and other hardships only too well remembered 
now by the old settlers and which as it well known caused the depopulation of 
the country, hundreds going away and leaving their claims together with such 
improvements as they had anade and abandoning in some instances their stock, 
the sole thought heing to get out of the country from their afflictions, Mr. 
Stipp Trunkly confesses that he wished many times he had never seen Kansas 
amd that could he have done so he too would have left the country, but coming 
with barely wmeans cnough t) make a start when his slender resources were 
exhausted, he was unable to get away. He simply had to stay and make the 
hest. of the sitnation. ‘Che lean years were succeeded by years of plenty and 
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then confidence in the country being restored settlers began to improve more 
substantially and to uequire more land—he among the nomber—until Kansas 
was lolly reinstated in popular esteem both abroad und at home and has no 
more devoted citizens than these sane men and women who were such sufferers 
during the early years, Mr. Stipp also of this number. He owne one handred 
and sixty acres well improved, the “eighty” on which he lives hemg supplied 
with good buildings all or nearly all in «a good state of cultivation. He 
has been more or less in farming, and also in the stock business, giving special 
attention in lite years to the latter, buying and shipping hogs and cattle. Te 
has given little or no attention to polities, but has held such local offices as is 
expected of every goo citizen. He is a Republican and belongs to the G. A. BR. 

Mr. Stipp Jost his wife in September, 1894, after sharing with him al 
lia early struggles, o faithful and affectionate companion, the issue of this 
inion being eight children—Charles N.; Gordon; Maud, wife of Arnold Liber- 
los: CInud; Michael: Ella, wife of Fred Metcalf; Mary and Virgil. On Sep- 
lember 28, 1899, Mr. Stipp married Mrs, Jennie Whitmore, widow of Edward 
Whitmore, and a native of Schuylkill county, Pennsylyania, whence her 
parents, John and Naney (MeCrickle) Crawford migrated to Kansas about. 
1868 and settled in Smith county. here Mrs. Stipp was mainly reared, mar- 
riod her first hushand and moyed thence to Neosho eounty where he died 
October 2. 1894. By her former marriage she has two sons, Charles and 
Leonard Whitmore. 


WILLIAM CARSON—For a full generation William Carson has lived 
on Kaneas soil. There are others who have lived in the state longer but be 
is ony of the old settlers where he resides in Chetopa township, Neosho emmy 
in the history of which he has had some share and to which he is attache by 
all the ties that arise out of a vesidenve spanning that length of time, 

William Carson was born in Lawrence county, Indiana, July 21, 1848. 
His father, David Carson, and nother Mary Owen, were born near Cra 
Ovehard, Kentucky, the former in 1824, the latter im 1828, when they were 
taken by their parents, Wiliam and Naney (Wilson) Carson to Tndiana ip 
the early settling of that country, were there married and have lived there 
for three-quarters of a century being now residents of Bedford. Our subject 
is the eldest of nine children, the others heing, Mveline, who was married to J, 
W. Stipp, and is now deceased: Mary M., wife of Levi Bailey. (see sketches 
of these two gentlemen elsewhere in this work), George, John, Ella, Florenve, 
Tria, Oliver and Nettie. 

William Careon was reared in Lawrence county, Indians, and there mar- 
ned, dune 7, 1868, Anna M. Friedley, daughter of John M. and Sophia 
(Heistand) Friedley, Mrs. Curson being a native of Harrison county, Indiarn, 
und her parenta born, the father in Franklin county, Kentucky, and the 
mother in Fairfield county, Obiv. Her people were among the first settlers 
of Indjana where they were prominent and influential, 
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Two brothers, Wilham Madison Friedley and George W. Friedley, werw 
soldiers in the civil war, the former & member of the 67th Indiana volantuers, 
and the latter. first, as a member of the 4th Lowa and later as captain of Com- 
pany I, (whieh he raized) 67th Indiana. The former was also a prominent 
minister of the United Brethren church, and the latter a well known lawyer, 
leing at the time of his death general solicitor of the Monon railway. 

Mrs, Carson’s maternal grandfather, Abraham ITefstand, was a pionser 
preacher of the United Brethren ehurch and assisted in getting up the first 
diserpline of that church. A licenze granted him to preach by the annual con- 
ference of Rose county, Oluo, and dated June 18, 1817, is in her possession. 
One of her uncles, Rev. Henry Heistand, was also a prominent preacher of 
the United Brethren church, a well educated gentleman who traveled and 
preached extensively, both in this country and Kurope, being on excellent Ger- 
ian sehelar in which language he preached as well as in English. 

Shertly after his marriage William Carson (of this sketch) moved im 
the fall of 1868, in conypany with bis lrothersin-law, J. W. Stipp and Levi 
Bailey, to Kansas, making his first stop in Woodson county, where he remain- 
wil something over a year, Then in January, 1870, they came to Neosho 
county and were thus among the first settlers of this county, and are in point 
of residence the oldest settlers in Chetopa township. Mr. Carson has witness 
ed the making of Neosho vounty and in which he has hud some part himself. 
He and a neighbor took a contract to build w mile of the M. K. & Tl. railroad, 
rhe first mulread in the county, which he did between tending and gathering 
his erops. De lwuled the material for the first frame building ever erected in 
Chanute, this being # =mall box house which was taken from a claim in Chetopa 
township and moved by him whilv the townsite was being surveyed, He is 
farmer and has been engaged in farming and stock-raising more or less ever 
since settling in the gounty. While tuking some interest in poblie matters he 
has never interested himself to the extent of seeking office. He has been a life- 
long Republican, coming of Whig antecedents. His purents and urandparente 
wire Baptists, but he ie not himself a member of any church, his wife is a mem- 
ber of the United Brethren churels. 

Mr. and Mre, Carson have raised a family of four sone and one daughter. 
Vrank, a farmer, residing in Okfahoma; Emma 1, wife of Frank Lambertson, 
of Neosho county; David F., who was a member of the 22nd Kansas during the 
war with Spain and later graduated from the state normal at Emporia in 
January, LY01, and was one of the three graduates selected by the president 
of that institution om request of the government to be sent as teachers to the 
Philippine Islands where he is now enguged in that capacity, and Harry L,, 
who died at the age of twenty-one, a voung man of great promise, and William 
K., who is now in the state normal at Emporia. 
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LEVI BAILEY—tIndiuna has contrilmted of its citizenship te the set- 
thement of Kansus, From every part of that great state have come good men 
and drue who have borne their full share in the development of this part of 
the west, and have illnstrated in their private lives all the virtues of good cit- 
vans. ‘To the somewhat long list of Hoosivrs appearing in Neosho vounty’s 
rosters of old settlers is to be wddod another in the person of the subject of 
this skutwh. 

Levi Bailey was born March #4, 1850 in Lawrence County, Indiana. THis 
father was Levi Bailey and his mother, Nnily Long, the former a native of 
Virginia; the latter a native of Kentucky. Mr. Builey’s grandpurents were 
early setilers of Lawrence county, Lndiana, and there his purents met aod 
were married. The elder Bailey, father of our Levi, was a very enterprising 
tian, being a farmer und stock-dealer, He bought hogs and hewves m days of 
flat-hoating on the Ohio river and run the slaughtered produats to New Or- 
leans and other points along the lower Mississippi, and amassed considerable 
wealth at this, following it actively up to his death which ooeurred in L851 
at the carly ace of tortyefive. He was twiee married, bis first wife bem 
Annie Holman, by whom he had three sons and one daughter, Jesse, John, 
Marshall and Salle, the daughter, married a tran named John Martin of 
Texas from whence she vetvyrned to Indiana after his death, The two older 
aoms, Jesse and John, were volunteers in the Union army, the foriner as a nym. 
hor of the 4th Indiana cavalry, the latter as a member of the 24th which was 
later consolidated with the 67th. By his second marriage Levi Bailey, Sr. had 
three sons and four daughters. Catherine, wife of Henry Batten; Wlets, 
wife of Alexander Boyans; Gordan, who was a yolunteer in the Union arney 
and died many years ago at Ogden, Utah; David Weakly, who was a yolunteor 
in the Union army and died from disease contracted in the service; Anyis, wife 
af George Ramsey; Levi, the subject hereof, and Clara, wife of William T, 
Gabbard, 

Levi Bailey of this review was reared in Lawrence county, Lidia Tle 
inarried, in 1866, Mary M. Carson, a native of that county, and daughter of 
David and Mary Curson and sister of Willinm Carson, a sketch of whem 
appears elsewhere in this work, and in company with his brothers-in-law, 
J. W. Stipp and William Carson, moved to Kansas in the fall of 1518, and 
settlal in Neosho eounty. 

He wus thus one of the first settlers of the township, and has lived therw 
now for nearly a third of a century, He has been engaged all thease vears 
in farming and etock-raising.at which he hus met with a fair degree of suvcersa, 
owning one hundred and sixty acres of land) which he has well improved and 
whieh improvements represent his labors durmg the thirty-two years of his 
residenve thereon, Tle has held no offices, has no inclination for suet thine, iz 
a man who likes his home and finds hie chief pleasure in it and its associations 
and in wiving his attention unremittingly to his personal interests. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bailey have had born to them six children, some of whom ore 
grown, but all of whom remain with them, These are David L., Minna, [siz 
James E., Homer B., and Charles F., who died November 10, 1881. 
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JULIUS C, FPPERS—YVhe uxperiences of the early settlers of Kansas 
wert hand enough at best. But undoubtedly some fared worse than others, 
Without meaning to indulye too freely in comparisons it may be said in all 
kindness to others that hure ig a man who his known every form of hardship 
and that to the last degree of endurance. Mr. Bppers is living in comfort now 
lot fate laid o heayy hand on Wim in years goue hy, and the sears are there 
aint will always be even though the wounds are fully healed. 

Julius C. Eppere was born in Brunswick, Goruiany, November 11, 1844. 
Wis parents were Juline C. and Sophia Eppers, both nativea of Bronswick, 
Germany, whence they immivrated to the United States in 1854 and settled 
in St. Lonis, Miesourt. After a residence thore of two years they moved to 
Ler comity, Towa, buying & farm, located on it and there subseqnently lived and 
diwd, the futher dying in 1881 at the age of seventy-three, the mother in 1893 
at the age of seventy-nine. They were plain, substantial people; honest, frugal 
wid indusirious, poor when the come to America, but accumulated some meane 
and passel their declining years in comfort. 

The subjert of this sketch is the eldest of a family of seven children born 
to his parents, three of whom besides himself are now living, these being 
Lewis, Henry and William, all of whom reside in Towa, He was reared on 4 
farm in Loe county, Towa, aid leaving home soon after attaining his majority 
he caine to Kansas where he began work as a common laborer, While in the 
vicinity of Wyandotte shortly after the close of the civil war he heard that 
ie alithorities wanted men for service on the frontier against the Indians 
ind on October 22, 1868, he enlisted m the 1)th Kansas volunteer cavalry with 
Which he ranged the plains m the sogthwest covering all that territory along 
the Arkansas river av far west as ihe west line of the state and south to 
Fort Sill in the Indian Territory. That section of the country was then un- 
Inhabited and the sulferings which the soldiers underwent on account, of lack 
of food and water were great, Most of the horses died of starvation and the 
soldiers were paved from the same fate only by subsisting on buffalo meal. 
They passed a number of days at the juiction of the Big and Little Arkansas 
rivers on the present site of Wichita. and there killed buffalo and secured 
neat enough to last them till they made their way back to the forts and get- 
iluments. The regiment was discharged at Fort Hays April 18, 1869. 

Returning to lowa Mr. Eppers married in Lae county, that state, January 
27, 1870, Bliza C., daughter of Henry and Dora Hoyer, and settled on a farm. 
Mrs. Eppers was born May 6, 1849, in Wassal, Germany, and was brought by 
her parents at the age of nineteen to the United States. Her mother div ia 
Lee county, Towa, November 3, 1876, and her father in the same county ‘n 
1889, hoth well advanced in years. 

rom Iowa Mr. Ejpers moved to Kansas in 1878, coming overland by 
wagon and team, and suttled, in Pawnee county where he filed on government 
land on Ash Creek, and lived there twelye years. ‘Those years were filled 
with hardships and disappointments. Mr. Eppers’ belongings consisted of a 
wagon and u span of small mules and one horse, The first year he lost two 
of these and not caising enough grain to do him he gathered buffalo bones and 
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sold them to get money to buy provisions. Each year was in a greal measur 
4 repetition of the previous one, drouth, hail, grasshoppers, or something of 
thea kind happening to rob him of the fruite of his toil. Sometimes he would 
rc down into the Arkansas valley and hire out, working for 50 cente a day 
or himself and horse and sometimes would work on the railroad. He thus 
toiled along from year to year, putting in # erop each year, but meeting with 
fiilure until he finally abandened the struggle and packing what litthe he had 
left mto a wagon he moved farther east, De spent a year im Butler county 
and then in 1891 came te Neosho county, 

Mr. Eppers makes grateful acknowledgment to the merchants of Thayer 
and the citizens of Chetopa township who extended him aid and gaye lim en- 
couragement during the first year of his residence there. Tle wae in need of 
heth and coming to him as they did after so many years of misfortune and in 
his then distressed condition he can never cease to feel the liveliest sense of 
gratitude for the favors reovived. He rented for a few years afler moving to 
Neosho county, but by industry and good management has succeeded in buy- 
by and paying for a small form to which he has added by subsequent pur- 
chases until he now owns two hundred and forty acres of land and has aceuma- 
lated considerable stack and other peraunal properky around him. He is 
regarded ag one of the most industrious and deserving citizens in the commn- 
nity where he lives, To him and his good wife, who yet abides with him and 
has horne him # faithfal companionship during all the yoars of his straggles, 
have buen born a faonly of ten children as follows. Charles, now deceased ; 
Bertha Martin, deceased; Dora C.; Benjamin, deceased; William H., Sophia, 
Frederick, Adam GL. and Hdith L. 


DAVID F. CROCKET—The subject of thie sketch is a son of Joseph 
and Rachael (Ferguson) Crocket and was born in Pike county, Ohio, March 
+, 1840. His mother was of Scotch-Lrish extraction, born in West Virginia 
and was reared in Ross county, Ohio, His father was a native of Maine, where 
he was born May 28, 1779, and where his grandfather was captured by British 
soldiers during the war of 1812 and was held a prisoner of war Tor seven years. 
Joseph Crocket left Maine some time during the early part of the last century 
and went to Ohio where he took part in the early settling of that state, He 
worked on the construction of the canals in Ohio and later followed farming, 
He was twice married and raised a large family of children. His first wife 
was a Miss Wentworth. Both she and the second wife died and were biied ia 
Ross county, Ohiv. He luter came to Kansas and died in Neosho county aged 
eighty-one years, 

The subject of this sketch is the next youngest of u family of six children, 
the others being, Harriet, who was married to Jonathan Peterson, and died 
in Neosho county; Sarah, who was married to Kdward Hudnell, and is de- 
ceased; Julia who was married to Stephen Faught and is deceased; Martha 
who was married to F. H. Pendergrass and lives ut Kansas City, Missouri, and 
John, an old settler of Neosho county. 
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David Crockot was raised in Rosa county, Ohio, He entered the Union 
army from that county October 28, 1861, enlisting in Company F, 53rd Ohio 
voluntowr infantry which wae mainly reernited from Pike, Ross and Jackson 
Counties, captain, James R. Percy: first lientenant, Charles K. Crumit, and 
second lieutenant, George W. Cavet. His regiment served mainly in the 
Aruiy of the Tennessee and took part in the following engugements, Shiloh, 
Where ils losses were seven killed, thirty-nine wounded, and five missing, 
total fifty-one; Corinth to Memphis, Memphis to Vicksbarg, Vicksburg lo 
Jackson, Chattanooga to Knoxville, all tho operntions about Missionury Ridge, 
ind Lookunt Mountain, the Atlanta eampaign, the march to the sea and the 
caipatn through the Carolinas His eompany lost three commanding offi- 
cers, Captain Perey, Lieutenunt Davis and Lientenant Boyce, all of whom 
werv killed in the movement on Atlanta. Mr. Crocket was with his regiment 
from the time of his enlistment til after the surrender, taking part in the 
vrunil review af Washington and being mustered out at Little Roek, Arkansas, 
August 11, 1805. The regiment veterana) at Seottsborough, Alabama, Jan- 
uary 4, 1&4, 

From 1&5 to 1877 Mr. Crocket resided in Ross county, Ohio, where ae 
was engaged in farming. He alse tilled a number of local offices in the town- 
ship where he resided, and bas among his files of credentials a commission 4s 2 
justice of the peace signed by R. B, Hays az governor of Ohio. He moved ro 
Ransas in 1877 settling, in Mareh of that year, im Neosho county, where he 
lids simee lived, has been engaged in farming here at which he has met with 
reasonable siiecess, 

Mr. Crockel married in Ross county, Ohio, June 5, 1859, Marinda, daugh- 
ler of James and Mary (Buxton) Pendergrass, his wife being a native of 
Athens county, Ohio, where her parents settled early in the last century. The 
issue of this union has been bwo sons and one daughter. John R., Franklin 
Li. and Own Leona who was married to I. H. Fairbanks and is now dereased. 
‘he sons are both married, John marrying Mary Buxton, daughter of George 
and Sarah Buxton, and Franklin marrying Frances Peterson, daughter of 
Thomas and Emeline Petereon. ' 

Mr, Crocket cast his first vote for president [or Lincoln in 1860, voted for 
him ayain in 1864 and voted the Republican ticket steadily for a number of 
vears, bul is now independent in politics. 


a) 


SIDNEY LYMAN BREWSTER—The subject of this brief sketch 
comes of Puritan ancestry. His father, Marshall Brewster, was born near 
Pittsfield, in Berkshire county, Massachueetts, in the year 1801, Marshal) 
Brewster was a.son of Jasper Brewster who was also a native of Massachusetts 
and a lineal descendant of Elder William Brewster who came over in the 
“Mayflower.” Some time in the beginning of the last century Jasper Brewster 
settled with his family in Madison county, Ohio, (which was then the North- 
west Territory,) becoming « pioneer of that region. He was of the sturdy 
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Puritan type, somewhat modified by environment. and by the softening in- 
Nuences of advancing ideas concerning civil and religious liberty. MMe died ia 
Madison county, Ohio, after a lite of groat activity. His wife, the mother 
OF Marshull Brewster, was a Lyman, and a member of the noted Lyman 
family, with which the Beechers are connected, 

Marshal] Brewster was young when his parents settled in Oo, He grew 
up on ihe frontier but his was not the isolated life that is generally azsoci- 
attl in thought with the settling of a new country. The first settlers of Ohio 
made ample provision for the mental training of their sons and daughters and 
young Brewster enjoyed the beel im this respect that was to be had. Both he 
and an older brother, Sidney, attended Williams college and graduated, and 
Wile the latter in obedience to a sense of religious duty wenl lo spend. his life 
as a miestonury among the Northwest Indians, Marshall took up the calling 
of & teacher and was professor of the dead Innguages both in Williams and 
Oberlin colleges, being an exeeptionally good Hebrew etcholur. He Followed 
leaching Hill he was aboot forty years old when on account of failare of health 
he yarve ik up and engawed in agricultural pursuits which he ever after followed, 
Minh of his life was spent in Ohio and Indiana, He eome to Neosho county, 
Kansas, i the fall of 1871 and died near Thayer Sepramber 85, 1872, A man 
vf scholarly tastes and habits he mixed but littl: in pablic matters but held 
pronounced views on most questions of Current interest und gave intelligent 
sopport lo whatever inewsures he beliewed for the public wood. Tle wae brought. 
up under the strict religious teachings of his Biny and, in early lifo, was a 
invmber of the Preebyterian church. Tut as he extended his reseurehes he 
vradually came to hold divergent views from those of his church, notably so 
an the dootrine of infant damnation, and finally on thie acuount withdrew 
entirely from ¢hurch membership. He was a man of contle nature, kind and 
aynipathetiot reverent spirit, and never spoke harshly of the chureh ar its 
teachings even after his withdrawal trom it 

The wother of Sidney L. Brewster bore the maiden name of Chloe K, 
Smith and was a daughter of Stephen and Clarissa. Wheeler Bmuith whose 
anewstors were connected by intermarriage with the carly settled Hollandors 
of New York state. Mrs Brewster was born at Harpereficld, Ohno, in 1812. 
She was educated in private schools in Warren, Ohio, and in an Ashtabula. 
vounly acudemy, For a number of years after finishing her education she taught 
school and was a teacher at St. Cliurles, Missouri, when she met Mr. Brewster. 
They were married in Lake county, Ohio, in 1856. She died in Neosho county, 
Kansas, March 26, 1806, 

Sidney L, Brewster is the fourth of a family of five sons and one daughter 
horn to Marshall and Chloe K. Brewster, the eldest of the family heing the 
daughter whose name was Theodosia, and who was married to Edward Henry 
Deats of Bartholomew county, Indiana, where she died, leaying one son, 
Edward H. Deats, of Neosho county, Kansas, The sons are Jasper W., further 
mention of whom appears in this volume; Osear F., who was a volunteer in the 
Union army during the civil war and died in early life from the offects of 
army service; Edward, who was an early settler of Neosho county, and now 
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resides in the Gila river country of Arizona, and Samuel W., who is an attor- 
ney of Chanute, Kansas. 

Sidney L. Brewster was born near Columbus, Bartholomew county, Ind- 
lana, Deewmber 26, 1546, and was reared in his native county. He was 
brought wp on the farm and while still single cante in company with his elder 
brother, Jasper W. Brewster. to Kansas in 19868. After a residence of a few 
months near Paola, in Miaini county, the brothers came to Neosho county in 
duly, 1869, and here took claims, Sidney filing on the northeast quarter of 
section 11, township 29 range 17 cast, which was at that time vacant land. 
Here he has since lived and is now, in pomt of residence, the oldest settler in 
that lovality, Mr. Brewster’s thirty-three years residence in Neosho county 
has heen tnarked by all the ups and downs that that length of time spent on 
the frontier of Kansas means, That he has stood steadfastly by the home of his 
adoption and ever maintained an abiding confidence in it, and all that pertains 
lo it, ig a splendid manifestation of that faith which he inherited from lis 
Pilyrin forefathers, and under the guidances of which they wrought the 
marvels in American history from the first landing at Plymouth Roek to 
the declaration of Independence. Ue is the owner of three hundred and tweo- 
ty-Four acres of excellent Neosho county land in the center of the ereut Kaneas 
oil field. His formes are in high state of cultivation, and he has abundance of 
live stock to Consume what he produces, 

Mr. Brewster married in Neosho connty March 6, 1875, Miss Louisa 
Curry, a daughter of Johu M. and Bhizaheth Curry, and who was born in 
Adams county, Ohio, coming to Kansas in 1870. ‘The living issue of this 
union are one son, Archie Lyman, and six daughters, Laura, Elsie, Jessie, Ava, 
Ruby and Grace, 


RDWARD HENRY DEATS—Young blood counts for » reat deal in 
(his world, but nowhere for more than on a good farm; for the-ceaseless wear 
aod tear from the daily grind is such that however robust and energetic one 
may be the constant drain on one’s physical powers, to say nothing of the 
mental strain when crops are wneertain and debts are accumulating, will in 
time tell, and often it tells all too soon in broken constitutions and failing 
health; so that the ranks of the sturdy yeomanry of the land must be con- 
stantly recruited. Into them is going a steady stream of the best blood and 
brains and the country—mien who with the same natural gifts exerted with 
the saine earnestness and with average advantages would equal their brothers in 
other callmgs of life. An enterprising young farmer of Chetopa township, 
Neosho eounty, who has held hie own in the contest for bread and butter and 
one who if not a product of the soil is at any rate a representative of the best 
type of his kind, is Edward H. Deats of whom it is the intention to here make 
brief mention. 

Mr. Deats waz born in Bartholomew county, Indiana, in 1858. His father 
hore tho same name as himself and his mother, before marriage, was Docia 
Brewster. Little is known of our subject’s ancestral history on his father’s 
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side as the father died early in life. Docia Brewster, however, was a sister of 
Sidney L. Brewster and a full history of this side of Mr. Deuts’ family will oe 
found in the sketch of this gentleman, which appears in this volume. This 
much is known of Mr. Deats’ father, that he was a yolunteer in the Unio» 
army during the civil war, enlisting October 4, 1864, in Company D. one 
hundred and fortieth Indiana yolunteer infantry and that he served with his 
regiment in Sherman's army “From Atlanta to the Sea” and also in the 
Carolina campaign and was mustered out as a sergeant al Greensboro, North 
Carolina, July 11, 1865. 

Our subject’: father dying soon after the war the son was sent to live with 
his maternal uncles, Jaspur W. and Sidney lL. Brewster, by whom he was 
brought to Kansas in 1868 and game a year later to Neosho county. After bhe 
inarriage of his unele, Sidney L. Brewster, in 1873, vorng Deats became a 
inemtber of the latter's household and remained such till he attamed his 
majority. Then with the #200 which he received under his agreement with 
his wnele fur servicot faithtully performed and what he had seved up in the 
mean time, some $550) iy all, he bought an unimproved eghty acre tract of land 
on Chetopa Creek which he begin to put in order fora farm. January 6, 1881, 
he married Annie Goode, a nuighbor girl and daughter of William Goode, an 
old settler of Neosho county, mention of whom also appears in this work. 
After Nia marriage Mr. Deals seriously took up the solution of the problem 
of building him u home, establishing himself as a citizen in the community 
where he lived and eccuring a competence far ald age. He has suceeeded in 
this undertaking to the extent of having one of the best small farms in Chetopa 
township, sixty acres of which ts under eultivation, has on it a good two-story 
house, reasonably good outhuildings, plenty of fruit and as much stock as his 
pines will run. He haa been too busy with his own affairs to help run others, 
but responds cheerfully to all calle on him as a citizen, friend and neighbor. 
provided the call is not to run for office, He has his opinions on most matters 
of public interest and usnally expresses them with considerable vigor; but 
never intentionally gives otfonse and if he should do so is quick to make amenda 
and right any possible wrong. He is an out-and-out Republican and ready tu 
defend his politieal faith on the least notice. 


SAMUEL P. MILLER—For ten years following the close of the civil war 
Kansas was the reeipient of a large immigration of ex-Federal soldiers why, 
being then in the prime of manhood and by reason of their army service, 
eensone!l material as it were, constituted the most valuable arcessions to the 
state’s population. They were valuable then for whai they conld do and they 
have become even more valnable since for what they are; for now that the best 
years of their physical manhood are past they remain in their respective com- 
Mumities ae towers of strength in respect to patriotic public sentiment, and are 
the pride of the people at large. One of these is the gentleman concerning 
whom this brief notice will speak. 
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Samuol P. Miller, an old settler of Chetopa lownship, Neosho county, was 
horn in Lebanon county, Tennsylvania, Ferbuary 16, 1842. He is a son of 
John 5, and Rosa Miller, both of whom were ulso natives of Pennsylyania, His 
parents belonged to the farming community being plain, substantial people; 
industrious, [rugal, reasonably intelligent and patnotic. They alwaye hved in 
Pennsvlyania and there died, 

Samuel P. Miller, the seventh of a family of thirteen, was reared in his 
native county reeeiving bot ordinary educational advantages, He entered the 
Cnion army Febrnary, 1861, enlisting in Company C, 7th Peonsylvania reserve 
corps; took purt in the seven days fight before Richinend, the seeond battly 
of Bull Run, Fredericksburg and the Wilderness; was captured at the last 
named place May 5, 1803, and confined in Andersonville prison nme months 
and twenty-eight duys. At the ond of that time he was paroled and returned 
home in such an emaciated and enfeebled condition that he was unfit for 
further military service. 

In February, 1866, Mr. Miller married Amelia, a daughter of Vincent 
and Nancy Spangler, she being a native of Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, anil 
two years later migrated to Putnam county, [Minois. From there he came 
to Neosho county, Kansas, in September, 1870 and settled on a.claim in what 
is now Chetopa township, filing on the southwest quarter of section 6, township 
2, range 17, Here he has since lived. He hat a well improved place all 
fenced and cross-fenced, 100 acres in cultivation, a good class of farm built 
ings and owns an additional 80 which he has since purchased. Mr. Miller has 
heen treasurer of school district No. 64 for twenty years, and township treas- 
wor for four years. He east his first yote for Andrew Curtin, for governor of 
Pennsylvania, and his first vate for president for Grant in 1868 and has never 
leviated in his allegiance to the principles of the Republican party nor 
erown lukewarm in the support of its nominees, 

Mr, and Mrs, Miller’s children are, Ella, who was married to Dayid Price 
and is now deceased ; John Y.; Dora, who was married to Louis McFarlan and 
is now deceased; William, Flossie, Bessie and Hazel. 

Mr. Miller had three brothers in the Union army, Thomas Jefferson, 
David Franklin and Martin Wesley, , 


JAMES ADAIR—The fact of a common origin, proximity of place and 
similarity of views makes the people of the United States and Canada almost 
one, the line dividing them as a people being as purely imaginary as that 
dividing their territory. Hence it is 60 easy for one brought up on Canadian 
soil to take up the ways of life, habits of thought aud views of current events 
common to the average American citizen, and in time come to be as good a 
citizen as though born and reared ander the stars and stripes. This is especial- 
ly true of those of English, Irish and Seotch ancestry and it is not an un- 
common thing for some of the best families in the United States fo trace their 
history back to the mother country by way of Canada. 
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James Adair, whose antecedenta, as the nuaine indicates, were of Irish 
origin, war born Jane 25, 1844, in Montreal, Canada, of whieh place his father, 
Mathias Adair, was also a ustive, the family settling there early in the last 
eentury. His people were in humble circumstances and there is nothing to 
record of them save what is to be found in the “short and simple annals of the 

oor.” His parents died when he was young and with very little advantag-s 
Ty the matter of early training he was thrown on his own resowrees and eom- 
pellul to earn a livelihood at common labor. He grew up mainly in Rock 
county, Wisconsin, whither he was brought when vet a child, and from that 
county entered the Union army at the age of seventeen, enlisting in the early 
epruig of 1A in Company D, 7th Wisconsin volunteer infantry, He seryerl 
with this command six months when he was discharged on aceount of sick- 
ness; hut as soon as he recovered he re-enlisled in Company GU, 22nd Wisconsin 
volunteer infantry, with which he served till the close of hostilities, sharing 
the fortunes ef his command wherever duty called. Tle was captured at Bont- 
woml, near Nashville, Tennessee, in 1803, und held a prisoner a number of 
woeks, spending one day and night in Libby prison at Richmond, Virginia, 
where he saw something of the hardships impos on Lhe inmates of that 
famous bastile but experienced very little of it himsael, 

After the war Mr. Adair returned to Wisconsin and engayed in logging 
in that state till 1872 when he caine to Kunsas and settled in Chetopa township, 
Neosho county, where he has since lived. He came ta Kansas with compara- 
lively little means and onderwent in an earlier day the hardships which fell to 
the lot of all the old settlers, Hie thirty years of good honest toil and faithful 
endarance have bronght o fair competence and he has nothing to fear in the 
way of privation during old age. He owns 161) acree of land, enough of which 
is in enitivation to yield him # good living and most of which lies in the oil 
and gas belt between Thayer and Neodesho and which may,therefore, when 
prospected and developed place him, without effort on his own part, far be- 
yond the reach of want. 

In 1872 Mr. Adair married Miss Amelia Huyhes in Danville, Vermillion 
county, Indiana, and by this union has had two daughtera, Annie and Marilla, 
the foriner of whom is now deceased. 


JAMES A. BEAUMONT—The subject of this sketoh while not a pioneer 
of Neosho county, ranks as an old settler of the same having lived there for the 
past twenty-four years during which time he has seen a good many of the ups 
and downs of life as relates to the early settling of the country- 

Mr. Beaumont was born in Yorkshire, England, December 28, 1833, His 
futher was John David Beaumont and his mother, before marriage, Hannah 
Hall, both natives of Yorkshire, where they always lived and where they also 
died. His antecedents lived for many generations in Yorkshire, the Beau- 
mounts since the days of William the Conqueror. They were from France us 
the name indicates, and the records show that they crossed over at the time 
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of the Invasion. John David Bennmont, father of Jaines A., was file forger 
and followed his trade as such the greater part of Ine life dying in his native 
eounty, , 

Janes A, Beaumont was reared in the place pt hie birth and learned his 
father’s trade, He married Maryaret Gilchrist then of Yorkshire, England, 
but a native of Glasgow, Scotland, in 1869 anid three years later came to the 
United States. He worked at bis trade in Olin, Michigan and Indiana up to 
1578 when having three years before bought a quarter section of land in 
Neosho county, Kansas, he moved ont and settle on it and has since lived 
there, Mr, Beaumont bought his farm without having seen it, knew nothing 
abou! Kansas and its variegated moods and unpleasant surprises. He had had 
ho experience farming, was unacquainted with the soil and was im fact as 
poorly equiyyped as could well be jmagined for such an undertaking. He had 
aupposwed——harl, in fact hoon led to believe by the parties from whom he bought 
his land, that things were very different from what they wore, He expected to 
find a country reasonably well settled, seasons fairly regular and conditions 
sich thot one might calculate with a fair degree of certainty on reaping when 
he sowed. But it was not so, and besides that le was grossly deceived as to the 
claim he bought. He expected to find considerable of it in cultivation, a house 
suitablo for cecupancy. shed-room for stock and some two or three acres in 
fruit, none of which he found. ‘The heuse had seyen rooms in ib and the 
lumber cost $700 and it had te be hauled from Fort Beott. The fruit trees 
vost $50 und every thing wus stolen off the place when he got there. About all 
Mr, Beaumont found on settling on the place was the earth pretty mach as it 
had vome from the hand of nature. With good Mnglish pluck, however, ouce 
there he determined to stay und set about to dispute the sovereignty with the 

rairi¢ doys, gophers and coyotes, and to wet his place in serviceable condition. 

lis hardships were similar to those of other old settlers, perhaps no worse and. 
fur him with the little experience he had had, certainly no easier than those of 
others; but he lived through them, and has prospered withal, and is now one 
of the sabstantial. well-lovlo men of Chetopa township, owning 240 acres ol 
200d land, most of which is in cultivation and the eréps from which compare 
favorably with those of his neighbors. He has stuck closely to farming since 
taking it up and having no natural inclination for politics or office is ta be 
written down in the annals of his adopted county as “plain farmer,” to which 
the writer hereof begs leave to make the addition “good fellow;* for with all 
his outspoken gruff English waye he is kindhearted, neighborly and com- 
pantonable. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont have had two daughters, Jane Adelaide. wife of 
Edward Murphy, and Blanche, wife of Lon Bussinger, 


J. H. HERRIFF—The commercial history of Neosho county would be 
incomplete withoul mention of this gentleman who is an enterprising merchant 
of Erie and who, in his life, typities the progressive spirit that has led to the 
rapid upbuilding of the west. Honorable and reliable in business, he well 
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deserves mention among the representative men of this part of the stute. He 
was born in Cuyuhoga county, Ohio, February 2, 1844, a son of William and 
Mary (Flick) Herriff, also natives of Ohio, The father engaged in lumbering 
in early Lify and later condnctod a drug store. In 1879 he removed to Nodaway 
vounty, Missouri, where he engaged in the manufacture of brick, but after- 
ward retarned to Ohio, He died when about eighty years of age, while visiting 
his son in Lowitiana, Both he and bis wife were members of the Christian 
church. He was also # teacher of music, a fine singer, and often led his church 
choir, acting us leader of the Christian church at Newburg, Ohio, at the time 
Janes A. Garfield was its pastor, He was widely and favorably known in 
Ohio. Tlis wife died in 1884, at the age of sixty-five. In the family were 
five children: Peter, a himber merchant of Louisiana; J. H.: Alexander, who 
died in Hlinois, at the age of twenty-two; Enmima, who became the wife . f 
David Conner, but both died in Dakota, leaving a child of four years, Jerome 
Conner, whom our subject brought lo Kansas and reared; and Elmer, a 
reeldent of Doniphan, Missouri, The eldest son qnlisted im L862 as a member 
of Company D, 41st Ohio infantry, and served until the close of the war, 
mirtinpating in the Atlanta campaign and the celebrated march to the sea, 

Educated in the common schools, J. H. Herrif worked of the home farm 
and in the himber mills until September, L862, when. aroused ly wa spirit of 
patriotism, he enlisted as a member of Company EK, 124th Ohio infantry. Te 
participated in the bate of Chicamauga and in muny other notable battles and 
Skitmishes, Tn the evening after the battle of Chickamauga two rebel officers 
rode up and accosted hint with “rood evening’ and continued “line day and a 
aplendid vielory.” “Very fine,” said Mr. Herriff. Ue rode along with them 
4 ways without their noticing his blue uniform, Excusing himself, our subject 
hastened to inform his conunander that they were surrounded. 

After the battle of Chicainsuga and while awaiting the arrival of General 
Hooker’s brigade before the battle of Lookont Mountain Mr. Herriff was seleet- 
ed on a detail from General Hazen’s brigade to float down the river on 
pontoon boats st the dead hour of night and armed with a gun and “one 
hundred rounds” and drive hack the enemy's outposts. Successfal in this, 
they anchored their boule to a rope stretched across the river aa a pontoon 
bridge upon which General Burnsides’ army crossed and made the advance up 
Lookout Mountain from this point where was fought the battle above the 
clouds, This feat ascomplished, the detail was ordered back to Chattanoogm 
where another “hundred rounds” was tssued—to the regiment this time—and 
it was placed on the picket line in front of General Bragg’s headquarters pre- 
paratory to the advance on Missionary Ridge. The advance was ordered to be 
made to the lower linc of tho cnemy’s works but the troops, finding this an 
undesirable place to halt, intuitively moved on up the mountain and to the 
top of the ridge in disobedience to the ordera of General Grant. But the 
victory was so complete und the movement 80 apparently justifiable that the 
commander-in-chiet never seriously investigated the source of authority for 
the final advance, 
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The part of the urmy to which Mr. Horriff belonged had not stacked 
arms more than a half hour when the order wae given to leave the top of the 
Ridge ond make a forced inarch to Knoxville, Tennessee, to relieve Burnsides’ 
army from the presenre of General Longstreet. The march was one of the 
severe ones of the war. Rations were short, clothing was scarce and many, 
including aur subject, were barefoot and of this class the latler was placed 
in command and instructed to march at will. On passing a point where some 
beeves had buen slaughtered the command “halt” stopped (he synad and cow 
hides wera immediately appropriated and cut into strips and sewed into 
moccasins with the hair cide in, and with strings of the same material, When 
the company wat thus shod it was prepared for the approuch of winter and 
the snow which seon covered the ground. From Knoxville Mr. Horriff’s regi- 
ment followed the rebels to Ashville, North Carolina, on to Loadon and then 
to Cleveland four the organisation of the urmy for the Atlinta campaign. 

During lis service Mr. Herriilt was twice wounded, At Missionary Ridge 
his comrades insisted on carrying him to the rear but he rallied and went with 
his company to the top vf the Ridge, Mr. Lerriff is apparently well in health 
lo the contrury notwithstanding. Attributable to fatigue and heat of the mem- 
oruble Atlanta campaign, where be was onder fire und heard bullets whiz for 
oov hondred days it susevasion, one of bie eyea is totally lost, and their condi- 
tion bafiles the best specialiete. 

He served throughout the Atlinta campaign and under General Thomas 
proveeded to Wranklin and liter ta Nashville, Tennessee. In the charge the 
former brigade to which our subject belonged captured an entire regirhent, 
The rebel colonel asked of Genera) Wood the privilege of marching hie trooris 
through the streets of Nashville, saying that General Hood had promised Mt 
“they should march through those streets in all their glory,” and continuing, 
he said: “True, we have but little glory left, but we crave to mare just the 
santé as thengh we were victors. The requeet was granted and the regiment 
marched through Nashville, under Union guard, showing no chagrin. [n 
July, 1805, Mr, Herriff was snustered out and made his way to Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

He embarked in the business of manufacturing chairs in Newburg, Ohio, 
remaining there wnti] 1870, after which he engaged in farming for seventeen 
years in Nodaway county , Missouri. THe then went to Sumner county, Kanes, 
Where he purchased a quarter section of land which he operate for nine years, 
when he removed to Labette county, and two years later he came oo Erie, 
where since March, 1900, he has been engaged in dealing in grogeries, flour, 
feed and country produce, haying a large and constantly growing trade. 

On the 27th of January, 1877, Mr, Herriff was married to Silistria Lib- 
bey, a native of Ohio.and a danglter of Rufus Libbey, a pioneer of Cuyahoga 
county, Three children have been born to them, Rufus, a mechanic of Blaok- 
well, Oklahoma, who married Jennie Haynes; Mary, who died in 1873, at the 
age of two years; and Hdwin F., a merchant of Pond Creek, Oklahoma. The 

rents are both members of the Christian church and received religious 
instruction from James A. Garfield, afterward president of the United States. 
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In politics Mr. Herriff is an old achool Republican, Te was the first justice 
of the peace in Nodaway county, Missouri, and was the first to marry a couple 
there, Fle served for three years and then resigned. In 1810 he was the can- 
(idate from Sumner county for the legislature Wut that was the year of a 
fusion landslide im this state, Fraternally Mr, Herriff is comnected with the 
Anwent Order of United Workmen. He is widely and favorably known 
thronghont this portion of! the state, his abilities well fitting him for leader- 
ship in business, political and social Ife. ‘Che terms progress anid patriotism 
might he considered the keynote of his character, for throughont his career 
he has labored for the improvenwnt of every line of husiness or public interests 
with which he has been associated, and at all times las heen actuated by 
fidelity to his country and her welfare. 


MORACE G, CLARK—For twenty yeard the subject of thie brief review 
hav been n well known earpenter and builder in Chanute. His advent .to 
Neosho connty dates from almoet the period of its earliest settlement and for 
thirty years he has performed his part, first as farmer then as mechanic, in the 
improverent and development of the county. : 

Mr, Clark was born in Cook county, Hlinois, July 31, 1849. His parents 
were Thomas S. and Almanda (Ketchum) Clark, nutive: of Massachusette 
and Vermont, respectively, Thomas S. Clark was a farmer in name but in 
reality wae a handy man with tools in most any mechanical line. He was a 
character in his community, being conspicuous for his peace-making disposi- 
tion, He was chosen justice of the peacé and made a valuable officer in dis- 
pensing justice and equity among his turbulent neighbors. He resided at 
Mlgin, (inois, where he died and passed away in LA&80 at the age of seventy- 
two years. He and his wife were identified with the Universalist church, the 
latter dying in 1895 at the age of eighty-one years. 

Our subject is the third child in his father’s family of four, The first 
born. Anson Ll. M. 1), is president of the Rennett Medical College, Chicago, 
and is one of the noted physicians and surgeons of Illinois, He stands second 
to none in his profession as a practitioner and his gentlemanly manners render 
him exceedingly popolar wherever he is known. ‘I'he second child, Arthur L. 
Clark, aerved in the 8th Ilinois cavalry for two years and died in the hospitat 
in Washington, D. C. After H. G. Clark, our sabject, came Herbert T., pur- 
chasing agent for the Bullock Manufacturing Company, of Chicago, 

Il. G. Clark was educated chieily in Jennings Academy at Elgin, Illinois 
He taught eight terms of school and suceseded well as a teacher. In 1872 he 
came west and located upon a Tarm im Erie township, Neosho county, He 
stuck to the farm eight years and then took up carpenter work which he had 
learned while serving five years in a plaining mill in Elgin, Illinois, Since 
1881 he has made his trade his chief means of subsistence, residing in Chanute 
sinve 1883, The BRoschart & Williams drog house and the State Bank building 
are among his many good contracts. 
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Ip municipal edacatioual affairs Mr. Clark has had public duties to per- 
form as a member of the echovl hoard of Chanute and as a conncilman from 
his ward the business affairs of the city were, for a time, undor his observation. 
Tn politics hte i¢ a Democrat, having east his first presidential vote for Horace 
Qreely, alter whom he was named Horace Greely Clark. 

November 4, 1874, Mar, Olark married Lena Clevenger, a mitive of Dlinois 
and a daughter of the late P. C. Clevenger who died Deeember 17, 1900, at 
eixty-tive years of ave. Three children have been born to thie worthy couple, 
rar dada a stenographer and typewriter; Bessie, a high school senior, and 

erbert. 

Mr. Clark is a prominent member of the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men, has served his tnd is ite Reorder ten years. He is a Modern Woodman 
and a Select Kaight, of which order he has bern Lioutenant Commander. 


B. R. JOH NSON—Perhaps no other business enterprise or industry in- 
clicales more clearly the cormmercial and social status of a towa than its hotels. 
The wideawake, enterprising villages und cities must hava its pleasant accom- 
modations for visitors and traveling men, and the foreign public judges of a 
community by the entertainment afforded to strangers. In this regurd the 
Arhington Hotel at Ene, of which B. R. Johnson is the proprietor, is an mdex 
of the character and advantages of the town, for this hostelry will rank favor- 
ably with those of many larger places, and its genial proprietor neglects noth- 
ing thet can add to the comfort of his guests. 

Mr. Johnson was born in Morgan county, Indiana, March 27, 1851, # son 
of Gideon and Edith (Jvssup) Johnson, natives of North Carolina, The 
father engaged in merchandising, dealt largely in hogs and became wealthy 
entirely through his own efforts. He died in 1854. and his wife passed away 
July 20, 1900, at the age of eighty years. They were of Quaker faith. Our 
aulyject was the youngest of their seven children, of whom three brothers and a 
sister are yet living. Sylvester, who resides in Chatanooga, Tennessee ; Saman- 
tha, the wife of Captain Dayid Wilson, of Martinsville, Indiana; Robert, who 
was for three years a soldier of the Union army, and Leander, who resides in 
California. 

Mr. Johnson of this review was reared on the home farm and educated in 
schools conducted by the Society of Friends. At the age of eighteen he started 
ont in life for himself, learning the painter's trade which he followed for 
three years, when he went into the drug business at Monrovia, Indiana, con- 
ducting his store for three years. In 1875 he eamo to Kansas and for four 
vears followed farming in Bourbon county. In the fall of 1884 he became 
a factor in the business life of Erie, following the painter’s trade, and later, 
established the hotel. ; 

On the 18th of March, 1872, Mr. Johnson was married to Miss Mary B. 
Kearby, a native of Orange county, Indiana, and a daughter of Thomas and 
Finetta Kearby. In the family were four children. Susan M., the widow of 
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T. B. Lreland and a resident of Indiana; Mrs. Johnson; Anna, wife of Leander 
Johnson of Loz Angeles, California: and Giles, of Kansas City, Kansas, Unto 
Mr, and Mrs. Johnson have been born five children; Jessie E., the wife of 
Elmer Welker, of Liberal, Missouri; Walter, of Liberal, who married Miss 
Ida Brand; Nettie, Ralph and Anna. 

Mr. Johnson holds memborehip relations with the Odd Fellows, the 
Modern Woodmen and the Knights and Ladies of Seewrity, to which his wife 
alsa belongs. He is an wrdent Republican and a progressive, publie-spirited 
citizen, as well aso relable and enterprising. business man. 





0, M. JOELNSON—O, M. Johnson, manager of the Stevens Racket, store 
of Erie and treasurer of the city. was born in Greenville, Teamessece, Novernber 
§, 1868, und is a son of David 8. aod Jenme (Dearstone) Johnson, who were 
flso natives of that state, The father was envazed in farming and dealing tn 
stovk., Ele cted in Maryville, ‘Tennesse June 6, 1882, io the faith of thn 
Cumberlaul Presbyterian church of which he was a consistent member and 
deacon, Hie wife who etill survives at the age of fifty-four is a Methodist in 
belief and practice, 

Mr. Johuson was not in the civil war but resided in that portion of Ten- 
nessee which wae loyal to the Union. [lis brothers, William, James and 
George were all faithful soldiers and lived to return to their home, George 
being now « resident of Maryville, Tennessee. Mr. Johnson also had two 
brothers-in-law who were in the Union service—Captain W. D. MeClelland and 
Colonel Jack Ray. The former was killed after being mustered out ond the 
latter dind sone yours ago. 

0. M. Johnson, the only child of his parents, received excellent educational 
privileges, as a student in Totter Academy near Maryville, Tennessee, and for 
wight yoors he was successfully engaged in teaching in the public schools of hia 
native state, He was for three years identified with educational work in 
Neosho county, where he took up his abode in 1891, settling in Brie the fol- 
lowing year, Before coming to Kansas however, he engaged in business as 4 
traveling salesman in the east for tliree years, After arriving here he accepr- 
ed a clerkship in the store of Lodge & ILenderson with whom he remained for 
four years, after which le spent one year as proprietor of a livery stable and 
dealer in live stock. On the expiration of that period he accepted the manage- 
ment of the Stevens Racket store but is now a menvber of the prominent real 
estate finn of Johnson & Wells, of Eric. 

On the 8th of July, L889, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Johnson 
amd Miss Lottie, a daughter of Dr. MeGhee of Maryville, Tennessee. Her 
parents were natives of Georgia, and she was born in that state, one of a 
family of nine children, namely, Menry, Willa, the wife of L. C, George, of 
St. Louis; Sandy, of Knoxyille, Tennessee; Anna, the yife of J. P, Thomp- 
son, a farmer residing near Maryville, Tennessee: Katie, deceased; Ella, the 
wife of R. T. DeArmand, of Knoxville; Minnie, a music teacher of Maryville; 
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Mrs. Johnson, und one son who died in childhood The marriage of our 
subject and his wife has been blessed with two children—James M. and 
Joseph M. 

Mr. Johnson gives his political support to the Republican party of which 
he is an ardent advocate and in April, 1900, wae elected treasurer of Hrit. 
He does all in his power to promote the growth of the party and his efforts 
are not withont desirable result. Tle belongs to Bric Lodge, No. 76, A. FL & 
A. M., of which he is Senior Warden and both he and his wife are members 
of the Presbyterian chureh. They enjoy tn-a high measure the esteem of those 
who know them and the hospitality of the best homes of Brie is extended to 
them, Mr. Johoson is deservedly popular and is apright, and a recogniged 
factor in business and political cireles of Neosho county. 


JOHN (. BILES—JOHN C, Biles, a farmer anid stock tralser, owea his 
success to his own offort= and today he is numbered among the substantial 
residents of Chanute, Ue is also an nerive factor in public affairs und has 
boen honered by his fellow eitizens with the office of maver. He was born in 
Mercer county, Pennsylvania, December 28, 1838, his parents being William 
and Anna (Murdock) Biles, also natives of the Keystone state. The father 
devoled his attention to farming and stock raising, making a specialty of the 
breeding of fine horses. He wus a vigorous man, very energetic and persever- 
ing. He ¢lied in 1891 at the age of seventy-six years, and his wife passed away 
in 1854. Both were earnest and zealous members of the M. EK. church m which 
Mr. Biles held the office of deacon. Their lives exemplified their Christian 
faith and commander the respeet ancl admiration of all with whom they came 
in contact. Of their five chikiren, four sons ond one daughter, one son 
is deceased, Andrew, one of the sons, enlisted in the Rdrd Pennsylvania in- 
fantry and in the seven days battle of the Wilderness was injured after which 
he was brought home and died. Those who still survive aro Caroline, James, 
John U., and Patterson, the last named was for a few years a practicing physi- 
vian of Chanute but is now liying in Pennsylvania. 

Tn the schools of his native state our subject pursued his education, sitting 
oH a slab bench in a little frame school house, He attended for about three 
months in the winter season and during the autumn of the year assisted in the 
work of the home farm. He was envployed at farm work in Pennsylvania until 
1870 when he came to Kansas and secured a claim a mile and a half south- 
weet of Chanute although the town was not yet laid out, He arrived in April 
and the village was not platted until the following June, Later he sold his 
first quarter section and bought twenty acres where he now resides within the 
corporation limits) He has thirty-five good town lots, all in one body, an ex- 
ecllent property, and with prospects of good financial return. He makes w 
speciality of the raising of Poland-China hogs and is also engaged in the 
breeding a White Wyandotte and Buff Cochin chickens, in which he is very 
snecessful. 


HISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. 5395 


Mr. Biles was married on the 21et of January, 1862, to Miss Sarah A. 
Williams, a native of Pennsylvania and a daughter of Aaron and Pauline 
Williams, who were also born in that state and representing old Pennsylvania 
families. Both of her parents died there, the father in 1860 when about sixty 
years of age and the mother in 1898 when seyonty-eight years of age. Into 
our subject and his wife has been born one child, Edith A., the wife of C. EB. 
Allison, proprietor of the Chanute Blade, They have had three ehildren of 
whom one is living, Naomi, 

In pubhe affairs, Mr. Biles has been quite prominent, For eleven years hw 
served as eonatahle, filling that office during the hardest period in the history 
of Chanute, but neither fear nor fayor deterred him from the faithful per- 
formance of his duties, In 1888 and 188! he served as treasurer of Chanute. 
In LAG he was elected mayor and filled the office for one year and during that 
time the franchises for the gas plant and the telephone company Werte let. 
Both our subject and his wife hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church in which he is serving as one of the trustees. Since 1867 he has been 
o member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and has filled all of the 
chairs in the local lodge and has been district deputy of the order. THe is also 
identified with the Modern Woodmen of America and both he and his wife are 
connecta| with the Knights and Ladios of Seeurily, From 1864 ontil the 
present he has been a etanch Republican. Theroogh abnost a third of a century 
he has made hig home in Kaasas, passing throngh the grasshopper scourge 
and the wreat drouth, but he was not diseouraged hy the prospects nor hard 
times which followed. Te has made the best and most of his business and as 
the years have passed his labors have hean erowned with u creditable degree of 
sucerss, Tlis efforts have proved very helpful in promoting the progress of 
the county along material, social and intellectual lines, and today he is num- 
hered alone the honored and prominent pioneers, 


MAJOR H, L, HARBAUGH—Prominent among the energetic, farseeing’ 
and suceessinl business men of Brie is the subject of this sketeb. His life his 
tory most happily illustrates what muy be attained by faithful and continued 
eifort in carrying out an honest purpose, Integrity, activity and energy have 
lawn the crawning point of his snudese, and in counections with various basi- 
nee enterprises and industries have been a decided advantage to this section 
of Kansas, promoting its material welfare in no uncertain manner. THe is now 
sumessfully engaged in the furniture and ondertaking business and is also 
interested in farwiitig: His mereantile associations are with the firm of 
Denious & Harbaugh of Erie. 

The Major was born in Perry county, Ohio, April 22, 1836, his parents 
being Leonard and Sarah (Travis) Harbaugh, both natives of Pennsylyania, 
The father was a farmer and about 1833 removed to Perry county, Ohio, where 
he purchased government land at $1.25 per acre, becoming owner of a large 
farm. Ata later date that land sold for more then $100 per acre for it covered 
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yaltuble inineral deposits, which were there developed. Mir. Harlwugh carried 
on eee at that place wntil hts death in 1844, resulting from the amputation 
uf his right feot. Ho liad swered from typhus fever which settled in hie 
dnkle, causing the amputation of the member a few months alter. Chloroform 
was administered in the presence of twenty-one doctors and from its effete, 
om account of his weakened condition, Mr. Harbaugh never recovered. Both 
he and his wife were born in 1800 und he died in 1853, whilo she passer away 
in 1565, Both were long faithfil members of the Methodist church in which 
the father served ae a loval minister, sueeptably filling many pulpits in his por- 
tion of the country. In their family wore seven children of whom three are 
living. Jane, the wife of Dr. T'rimrose, of Nelsonville, Ohio; Asa, of Lan- 
easter, Olie, and the Major. The four who have passed away are John T., 
Mary, Hoa anel Daniel. 

Major Harbaugh pursued his education in an old time log school house of 
Oliio furnished with slabs, Asa boy he assisted in the work of the home farm 
until the 1ith of April, L861, when he enlisted, in responge to President 
Lincoln's call for seventy-live thousand men to serve for three months in erush- 
iny the rebellion in the somth, tle bewme first corporal of Company B, 17th 
Ohio volunteer infantry and took part in a number of skirmishes in West 
Virginia, mieluding those at Rich Mountain and Carnifex Ferry, On the Ist 
of Angust, 1861, he re-enlisted in Company (C, 62nd Ohio infantry in which he 
was made second lieutenant and teak part in the battles of Winchester, Port 
Republic, Chicknhomany and Malvern Hill. He served as first Heutenant of 
his compuny until June, 1864, when he was made major of the 160th Ohio 
infantry and with that conmuand took part in the lnttles of Jackson, Maryland 
Heights, Bolivar Eleights and Monoracy, heing mustered out at the expiration 
of his term of service in Nevember, 1864. He wis never wounderd or taken 
prisoner but lost aoe eye through on accidewt March 22, 1862, 

Returning to his home in Ohio Major Harbaugh spent one year in dealing 
in tobaceo and then began merchundismg, which he followed until 1867. Tn 
the spring of that year he removed to Neosho coonty, Kansas, and after one 
winter spent in Baldwin City settled in Centerville township in the spring of 
1868, residing in thie locality dontinuously since and still has o well improved 
farm of two hundred acres, In 1885 he came to Erie und is now closely aseo- 
ciated with the mercantile interests of this place, his efforts im this direction 
meeting with gratifying success. 

(m the 17th of July, 1862, in Maxville, Ohio, Major Harbaugh we 
wedded to Mias Rebecea J, Ferguson, a native of Ohio and a daughter of 
Daniel and Susana Ferguaon, hoth of whom ure now deceased. Seven child- 
ren have been bern of this marriage. Charles E., who died at the age of thirty- 
one, was born July 31, 1863. Te was a student and a graduate of the State 
University law school, where he was a classmate of Elleworth Ingalls and other 
nen Who have since become prominent. He practiced law in Kanaaa City for 
two years and then purchased the Republican Record of Erie, continuing its 
mublication until his death, flve years later. on the 15th of September, 189-. 

¢ was married November 23, 1892 to Belle LaBarr, who conducted the paper 
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which was owned by her husband until 1902. He was a very prominent and 
infmential man and was twice unanimously elected mayor of Brie, His life 
waa ever honorable and upright and lis ability was of a superior order. When 
called to his final rest the community mourned the logs of one of ite valued 
titizens, whose efforts had heen of material benefit in promoting public progress 
soy mony lines, 

fernon Grant, the second member of the family married Ella Talbert by 
whom he has three children, Augusta, Vernon and Pearl. Tle is now engaged 
in railroading and makes his home in Parsons. Frank Sheridan, who is fore- 
man of the Crashing Camp married Myrtle Eldridge and they hac threa ehild- 
ren—Clarence, who died at the age of five years, Cora and Maude. Jennie 
is stenographer and typewriter residing in MeAllister, Indian Territory. 
Maggie is the wife of R. 'T. Bond of Atoka, Indian Territory, and has three 
children—Jessie, Blanche und Helen, Myrtle is a clk in a dry poods store 
of Kriv, and Blanche, thy youngest member of the family is an accomplished 
musivian. 

Mujor Harbaugh bas served us trustee of Centerville lownship but bas 
never been a politician in the sense of office seeking, preferring to give his (me 
and energies to his business affaire. Ile has supported the Republican party 
since casting bis vole for Lincoln in 1860. He helongs to rie Post, No. 311, 
G. A. R., and ia wife ie » member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Hie 
snecess lias been by ne means the result of fortunate circumstances but. has 
come to him through energy, labor and perseverance, directed by an evenly 
Inilanced mind aud by honorable business principles, 


5. C. BROWN—Shelby C. Brown, who has gained prestige as a lawyer 
of ability in Neosho county, and is now holding the office of city attorney of 
Chanute, was born in Jefferson county, Illinois, March 4, 1854, his parents 
being Russell and Nellie Brown, the former a native of New York ond the 
latter of Llinois, In the year 1852 the father removed westward locating in 
Jefferson county, Llinois. where he has since resided, haying now attained the 
age of seventy-seven years, Aft the time of the civil war he gaye his aid to the 
Union canse by enlisting al President Lineoln’s first call for seventy-five 
(thousand troops, beeorning # member of the forty-fourth Illinois infantry and 
held the rank of lientenant while later he was promoted to the position of 
neting quartermaster. He served for nearly four years in the army of the 
southwest and tovk parl with General “Pap” Thomas in the battles of Franklin 
and Naehville, Te was taken prisoner and held for a week, and was then 
exchanged. He was never wounded nor were any of his six brothers, all of 
whom entered the army and all lefi it to return home after rendering valuable 
sarvies to their country. He has served as county surveyor, as county commis- 
sioner and tax collector, hut hat never been a politician im the sense of office 
seeking, his official honors being vonferred upon him, in recognition of his 
trustworthiness and ability, by hie fellow townamen, His wife is a member 
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of the Methodist Episcopal charch und has reached the age of sixty-four 
years. 

In the county of his natiyity, 8. C. Brown was reared and after acquiring 
his wlucation he engaged in teaching for several terme in the country schools 
of St. Clair and Jefferson counties, Ulinois, in order that he might thus 
provide for the expense of a college course. He also engayed in elerking, and 
in eanvassing for the “Royal Path of Lifes* He pursued bis college course 
in MeKendree college and completed his literary studies by graduation in the 
Class of 1880. He then began the study of law and completed that course 
With the class of 1882. In 1883 he wes invited to return and deliver the 
master oration and at that commencement the degree of master of solence wae 
vonferred upon him, 

Mr. Brown began the practios of law in 1882 following the profession for 
two years in Chicago, alter which he came to Chanute, Kansas, in April, 1584, 
opening an offite in this pape He las since remained here and has become 
an active member of the har, and has practiced law in the state and United 
States courts In 180 he wae appointed city attorney and served for one 
term ond in 186+ was elected county attorney. Since his retirement from the 
latter office he has served for two years as city attorney. While acting as the 
county proseciitor the niost important case with which he was connected wis 
thet of the State vs. Ed Anderson, the latter being proseented and convicted 
of murder i the first degree, The case was tried in the July term of 1896 
and be it said to the eredit of the county that no murder trial has since been 
held up to August, 102, in the Neosho county court, Mr. Brown is a thoroagh 
and puings taking lawyer, devoted to his clients’ interests, vet never forgetting 
that Vie owes a higher allegiance to the majesty of the law. It is the duty of 
the lawver to aid the court in arriving al just and equitable conclusions and tn 
this regard Mr, Brown conforms to the high standard of professional ethics. 
He never surronnds his vase with a sentimental garb of unneeestary oratory, 
bot stwks to present lis cadse in the strong, clear light of reason and common 
sense umd is widely recognized as one of the leading and popular attorneys of 
this portion of the state. In addition to the offices which he has filled in con- 
neetion with his profession. he has served for one term on the sebool board, 

On the 22nd of Devember, 1887, Mr. Brown wae united in marriage with 
Miss Ella O, Heller, a native of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, and daughter of 
John and Kate (feller, aleo natives of that state. They now have two children, 
Shelby Gale and John Russell. Mrs. Brown ts a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and Mr. Brown belonge to the Masonic and Knights of 
Pythins fraternities and to the Ancient Order of United Workmen. He is 
Past Chancellor of the second named and Master Workman of the local lodye 
af the last named organization. In polities he is an ardent Republican and 
comes of a family strong in the support of the principles of that party. <As 
a citizen he is enterprising and progressive and as a lawyer has broad informa- 
tion, learning, and keen insight, which enables him to readily determine the 
strong points of a case, while his argumentative powers enable him to present 
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clearly and effectively the point with which he wishes to impress the jury or 
court, He has won many victories for his clients and his ability as an attorney 
is widely acknowledged. 


WILLIAM POSTLETHWAITE, M, D—Engaged in general practice 
of medicine in Chanute, Dr. Postlethwaite has become a recognized factor in 
professional circles in Neosho county, his skill and ability gaining for him a 
prominent rank. He is today well advanced in years but still renders to his 
fellowmen valued service in the line of his chosen calling. He was bern in 
Huntington eounty, Pennsylvania, on the 4th of March, 1818, his parents 
heing William and Susan (Swisher) Postlethwaite, who were also natives of the 
Keystone state. The father was a farmer and lived and died in Pennsylvania, 
juissing away in the latter twenties. Tis grandfather. Colonel William Po- 
tlethwaite, won his title as commander of a regiment in the militia. ‘The 
doctor’s mother passed away when about forty years of age. In her family 
were two children, William, and a daughter. Hlizabeth, deceased, of Olio. 

Doctor Postlethwaite completed his literary uducation at Bardstown col- 
loge in Kentucky and, determining to make the practice of medicine his life 
work, he began studying in Lonisville, Kentucky, and graduated in the medical 
college of thal city. in the elnss of 1841. He attendad five courses of lectures 
and afterward practiced near Louisville, remaining a resident of that state 
itil 1871 when he came to Neosho county, Kansas, establishing his home 
war Karlton. Later he came to Chanute and here he has abandoned practice, 
leing the oldest physician of the county, 

The doctor was married to Martha (Waters) Smith, a daughter of Peter 
Smith, and this union produced seven children, five of whom died in early life, 
Those still living are Zachary Taylor, who is hving on a farm in Neosho 
eounty and Alonzo William, who married Dora Harp and is living on the farm 
wilh his brother. By his marriage the latter has three children, Martha L., 
Corine and Lawrence. 

Fraternally Doctor Postlethwaite is connected with the Masonic lodge 
and politically with the Democratic party. He is a most highly respected and 
worthy citizen and is the pioneer physician of this locality, having been en- 
gaged in practice here for a longer period than any other member of the 
medical fraternity. In manner he is genial and courteous and the hospitality 
of his home is heartily enjoyed, The same spirit of cordiality that is mun- 
ifested in the Kentucky homes, the doctor and his wife have brought with 
them to Kansas. Although he has passed the eighty-fourth mile stone on 
life’s journey, Dr. Postlethwaite is yet an active man and throughout his lon 
career he has done much to relieve human suffering, winning the gratitude of 
many to whom he has ministered. 
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T. H. ASHFORD—Among the carpenter contractors of Chanute who 
have done no little of the important work of building up the city ts the gentle- 
ian whose name introduces this brief article. Te waa born m Christian 
wvunty, Kentucky, August 17, 1838, and was the son of a grower and widely 
known early seltler of that county. Tis father held the office of postmaster in 
that little Rentuely hamlet and he and his estimable wife were prominent, in 
the Baptist church. Subjeet’s father, Harrison Ashford, married Elizabeth P. 
Watkins, both of wham were Virginia born. In the early thirties they moved 
into Kentucky and settled in Christian county. The father was born Decem- 
her 12, L709, and died June 13, 1854, while the mother was born September 
1, 1806, and died April 12, 1863. To their union was born four children, 
of whom our aubject wus the youngest and is the solo survivor. The oldest 
daughter, Martha B., and the oldeat son, Phili p, both died of cholera. 

T. H, Aehford Was tvalied in his childhood in private sehools but in his 
youth attended Bethel college, Being thus ceadily equipped for the affairs of 
life in [855 he came west and located nemr Indiansola, Kansas. where he 
worked with a cousin, John Majors, with whon he remained till the spring 
af 1859. Tle then returned to Kentueky wad secured a clerkship in a com- 
tuission warehouse at Canton. We filled this position a year and then heeame 
dill-inaster of the Christian connty home guards, under the conunand ef 
Col, J. BF. Buekner, a cousin of General Simon B. Buckner of the Confederite 
army, In September, 1861, he raised a company and joined the Union forces 
at Owousburg. Kantacky, asa part of (he 3rd Kentucky cavaley. The tirst im- 
yagement was at Morganfield, Kentueky, where the rebels lost everything to 
the Federale, Col. Burbridge detailed Ma, Ashford as one of his scouts and 
Wlwn thy Union troope enepantered the rebel cavalry leader, General Forrest, at 
Sacramento, he was commanding the rear guard and lost eleven out of six 
teen men, The ingagement al Shiloh followed and this was the chief battle 
op to thie time, fought by the Union forces in the west. Our snbject’s company 
wotare) Chis fight ninety-eix strong and came out with sixty-five men. He was 
himself disabled and sent home on a furlough, remaining seme ten wooks. 
Upon returning he joined General Nelson's command at Inks, Mississippi, 
and went with it to Athens, Alabama. Here Mr. Ashford was nade provost mar- 
shal. From this point he went te Perryville, Kentucky, whera he was a part 
of the reserve. ils company was transferred from this point and remained 
m Kentucky till General Shackelford raised his mounted infantry to follaw 
up General Morgan in Ohio. Subject became a part of this Shackelford con- 
tingent and helped te capture the Confederate guerrilla cavalryman. In the 
apring of 1803 Mr. Ashford resigned from the service on account of ill health 
and soo thereafter engayed in the livery business in Hopkinsville, Kentucky. 

December 7, 1863, Mr. Ashford married Mary ‘Tully. a native of Ken- 
tneky and a daughter of D. K, and Catherino (Wood) Tully, of Bourbon 
county, Kentucky, Mr. Tully died in 1883 at the age of seventy-three while 
his wife died in 1862 at the age of fifty-five years. 
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Mr. Ashford reaided in Logan county, Kentucky, till September, 1873, 
When ha came to Kansas and settled near Chetopa in Labette county, He 
resiiled there one year and then went to Salina, Kansas. In the fall of 1880 
he went with his family back to Kentucky where he was engaged 
m the Iwitvher business till 1883. This lust year he returned to Kansas and 
settled in Neosho county. Ie held 4 clerkship in St. Paul for o time and 
surceeding this employment he teok up carpenter work. In 1896 ho took up 
hie residence in Chanute and has pashed hie contracting business here since. 

_ Abr. Ashford’s family consists of wife and three children. Benjamin Har- 
rison Ashford, the eldest son, is with the Prairie Oil company at Benerlict, 
Kansas; Myrtle; and Henry ‘I’. Benj. H. is married to Dora Patton, and 
Henry 'T. is married to Anna Smith and is foreman of the “Sentinel” office at 
Hriv, Kausas, Florence, first child of our subject, died at eleven months of 
are. Mr, and Mrs. Ashford are members of the Methodist chureh in which 
hody she was irnstee ut St. Paul, Kansas. Mrs, Ashford holds a membership 
in the order of the Knights and Ladies of Security. In polities Mr, Ashford 
is well known asa Ltepublican He goose as a delegate to almost all conyen- 
tions of his party in the county, bas no ambition for public favers of mn 
official charavter for himself and takes a personal pleasure in helping some 
deserving fellow inte public offiow. | 


8. Z ROTH—S, Z, Roth, « brick contractor actively associate] with the 
business interests of Chanute, las made his home im this pertion of the county 
from pioneer tines and his labors have been effeetive in promoting the general 
welfare of the community, Te was bern in Bureau vounty, Tutois, on the 
24th of January, 1843, lis parents being Leonard and Naney (Perkins) Roth, 
who were natives of the east. The father removed to Tlinois trom New York 
in 1826 and porchased government land in Bureau commty, where he carrier 
on forming uptil his death whieh oceurred in 1849. Tle served in the Black- 
hawk war os 4a teamster and was a well kuown early settler of the Prairie 
state. His wife died in LS4. They were the first white couple married m 
Burean county and Mr. Roth made his way a distance of sixty miles through 
the Indian country to obtain 4 marriage livense. Of the four children horn of 
this union our subject is the eldest, the others being, Rebeeca, Edward and 
Mary, all now deeensed. 

In the country schools of his native county Mr. Roth of this review pur- 
stivd his wlucation and later learned the trade of a brick wason. In 1852 he 
went to California where le engaged in mining through the winter months and 
in the sammer followed his trade, receiving from ten to twelve dollars per day. 
Atter three years, however, he returned home and was employed aa a brick 
mason until the fall of 1861 when he donned the blue uniform of his country 
and beeaine a private in Company B. 52nd Tlinois infantry. He participater 
in the battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, and many skirmishes, and 
aided in driving Price’ army from Missouri. After three years service he was 


102 WIBTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, EANSAS, 


honorably discharged returning home with a creditable war record, He had 
enlisted as a private but was elected by ihe company to the position of first 
lieutenant. Later he was discharged on aceonnt of disability and after 
remaining a¢ home for vix monthe he raised a company with which he went 
to the front as captain and on account of meritorious services was promoted 
to the rank of major, his three commissions being yet in hia possession. He 
Was never wounded nor taken prigoner and made an urmy record of which 
any soldier may be proud. After his diseharge from the army he again 
worked at the briek mjasson trade in Illinois wotil 1871 when he took wp his 
ubode upon a Kansas farin. 

Afler arriving in Kansas, Mr. Roth purchased three quarter sections of 
land. He has greatly improved lus residence property and in addition to his 
farm |nnd he owns desirable realty within the corporation limits. Tle was the 
last mayor of New Chivago, serving in that offlee for two yeare and for eight 
vears he was councilman of Chanute. This city is composed of what wae at 
one time twe separate towne, that of New Chicage and Tioga. Wishing to 
combine, there was wonairlerable difficulty os to which name should be retained, 
bith & Wolipromise was vetoed by adepting the surname of the auperintendent 
of the Santa Fe railroud. From the time of his arrival in the county, Mr. 
Roth has taken a very active interest Mm its progréss, improvement and ad- 
vancement. He built the first brick building in Neosho county, and he hus 
eronted nearly all of the large structures in this place, including several school 
buildings, the Preshyterian church, business hlooks and many private residences. 
He was the first man iv the city te plant evergreen trees and enltivate them 
successfully, Trees of this kind had previously been planted but had never 
heen mule to grow suevessfully- 

Tn 1455 Mr. Roth was united in marriage to Miss Mary Olive Parmenter, 
a native of Ohie and a danghter of John and Mary Parmenter, the former born 
in Pennsylyania and the latter in Virginia. The mother died at the age of 
sixty-four. She belonged to the Baptist church and by her marriago became 
the mother of eight children of Whom Mrs, Roth was the youngest, hut only two 
are now living. her brother being James W., a contractor and builder of 
Olathe. Kansas. Our subject and his wife haye four children; Nannie A., 
the wife of W. D, Keys, who is in the ice business and by whom she has two 
children: Ralph and Dorothy; D, C,, who is clerking in Chanute, and James 
and Samuel, Mrs. Roth belongs to the Episcopal church. Mr, Roth holds 
membership relations with the Masonic lodge and Ancient Order of United 
Workmen and the Select Knights, and in politics he is a Populist. As an 
architect of his own fortunes, he has builded wisely and well. Coming to 
Neosho county at an early period in its development his excellent workmaneahip 
and reliable business methods were soon recognized and secured to him a very 
liberal patronage, which has constantly increased as the years have passed by 
and today he is one of the leading Masonic contractors in the county. No 
movement. or measure calculated to aid the community has sought his aid in 
vain und as a progressive citizen whose efforts have, been beneficial to his 
adopted county, he well degerves representation in this volume. 
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DEMCY GEORGE—A quarter of o century has passed since Deme 
Givorge took up his abode in Neosho county, here to become prominently an 
actively identified with agricultural interests und to win success through strong 
and earnest purpose and unflagying perseverance. He makes his home in 
Erie, and is widely and favorably known throughout this portion of the state, 
A native of Indiana, he was born in Hamilton county, April 5, 1843, bis par- 
ents being James and Miranda (Sinclair) George, the former a native of Vir- 
xinia, the later of Ohio. Tho tather was a farmer by occupation and removed 
from the “Old Dominion” to Indiana in 1838, becoming a pioneer farmer there, 
Muny years later he again sought a pioneer district, taking up his abode in 
Kris, Kaneas, in March, 1875, but he was not long permitted to enjoy his 
new home, his death occurring in August of the same year, when he was 
aixty-four years of age, He was a member of the Friends church and a man 
who was ever found true and faithful to the duties and obligutions of public 
and private life. He held « number of ovinor offices and was esteemed ae o 
valued citizen, His wife died in Indiana, in 1879, al the age of sixty-two. 
Both were believers in the [sith of the Soviety of Friends. Their children 
were Lydia, the wife of C. W. Eddy, of Indiana; William, who is living retired 
i Erie; Huldah, wife of G. W. Wheeler, of Hamilton county, Indiana; Demey; 
Minerva; Rachel; Harriet, wife of G. W. Wagner, a farmer residing near 
Erie; 1, Newton, a farmer living in Erie; Maria, wife of Charles Richhart, 
of Hamilton county, Indiana, and Ida, who died at the age of one year. 

On the home farm Demcy George was reared and in the district achools 
he acquired the education which fitted him for the practical and. responsible 
duties of life. He was only nmeteen years of age when he offered his services 
to the government, enlisting in the Union army August 21, 1862, as a member 
of Company A., 5th Indiana cavalry. He took part in the Morgan raid and 
aided in capturing that genera). THis command opened the fight on the date of 
the capture and later participated in the campaign in eastern Tennessee. ; 
George aleo took part in the Knoxville campaign, the Atlanta campzign, and 
his regiment, under command of General Stonemun. was captured in the 
raid, but at that time Mr. George was serving on detached doty as an orderty 
under General 0. 0. Howard, of whom he has very pleasant recollections ag a 
Christian gentleman, and always considerate of his men. Mr. George was 
honorably discharged in Tennessee, June 22, 1865, having served for almoat 
three years, during which time he was found at his post as a defender of the 
stars and stripes which now floats so proudly over the two sections of the 
country once at war, He was never wounded or taken prisoner, but spent thros 
months in the hospital caring for the wounded. 

When the war was over Mr. George resumed farming in Indiana whery 
he remained until 1877 when he came to Neosho wounty, Here he purchaaed 
land and also owns some town property. He has largely engaged m the 
poultry business, handling the Plymouth Rowk, Buff Cochin and Leghorn 
chickens. He has gained a reputation in tins line of induatry and from his 
salee derives a good income. 
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On the Jet of January, 1865, Mr. George was united in warriage with 
Mise Kliza J. Bash, » native of Indiana, and a daughter of Milo and Sarah 
Bush. They have one child, Alva, now in Kansas City, The wife and mothor 
died March 14, 1874, at the age of twenty-four years and her loss was mourn- 
wl by aany friends and also in the United Brethren church, of which she 
was a faithful member. On the 28th of January, 1875, Mr. George again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Harriet MeQuire, a native of Hamilton 
county, Lidiana, hy whom he has two children, Ella, who died in 1585, at the 
age of three years; and Ethel, at home. Mrs. Harriet George died February 1, 
1898, at the age of fifty years. Mr, George belongs to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and im his political affiliations is a Populist. He is well respected 
far his personal qualities and as a citizen is as true today to his duties as when 
he followed the starry banner apon the battlefields of the south, 


WILLIAM FF. ClHAPSON— William F. Crapson, who ts engaged im 
blacksmithing in Krie, was born in Schuyler county, Missouri, Ovtober 11, 
1861, and is a son of L. D. and Martha E. (Minton) Crapson, the former a 
native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Tennessee. The father was a farmer 
and carpenter und in Missouri held a number of local offices. In 1869 he re- 
moved to Linn county, Kansas, and after a year to Montgomery county, this 
state, where he remained until 1884 when he came to Neosho county, settling in 
Big Creek township. There he iz still living at the age of sixty-eight years and 
his wife hais reached the sge of sixty-two. She is a devout member of the 
Baptist chugeh. The father of our subject was a member of the Missouri state 
#uards and an accident caused him to meet with the loss of one of hie eves, fore- 
ing him te ‘return home. In his family were twelve children, T. J., a farmer 
of Big Creek township; Amy, the wife of J. T. Smith of Grant township, 
Neosho county; William F., Deborah, the wife of A. C, Williamson of Chanute: 
J. M. Drucilla, the wife of L. T. Smith of Big Oreck township; Lucina, who 
ied in infancy; M. D., a resident farmer of Big Creek township; Fannie, who 
died in 184 at the age of twelve years. 

William F, Crapson pursued lus education in the common schools and in 
1880 besan learning the blacksmith’s trade under J. 'T. Smith of Crawford 
county, Kansas. When he had mastered the business he established a shop of 
his own, coming from Leanna, Allen county, to Erie im April, 1894. He is now 
in partnership with his brother, J. M. Crapson, a connection that has been 
mnaininined since September, 1894. They do blacksmithing and all kinds nf 
repair work and have a large patronage, 

J. M. Crapson was married September 16, 1894, to Miss Julia D. Hart, a 
native of Missouri and they have two children—Frederick R, and Bessie VY. R. 
Mr, Crapson is a member of the Indepandent Order of Odd Fellows in which 
he is past vrand and he also belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America and 
the National Mutual Insurance Association, 
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Wilham F. Crapson was married Junu 14, 1894, to Mise Currie M. Wiman, 
a native of Kentucky and o daughter of Isaac and Jane Wiman, who reside in 
Big Creck township, being well known anid highly respected citizens thera. 
Three children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Crapson. Bernice C., 
Herbert L,, and Hilda H. The mother is a member of the Baptist church, 
while our subject belongs to the National Mutual Insurance Association and to 
the I, O, 0. PF. He votes the Republican ticket and ia a firm advocate of the 
principles of the party, He has a pleasant home in Erie, as does his brother, 
and both are reliable business nen, known as expert mechanies, aud, in all thee 
trade relations, are honorable and straighiforward. These qualities have 
ee them suceess and they are now the possessors of a confortable com- 
petenve. 


A. M, SAILORS—No history of Neosho county would be complete with- 
out the record of Professor A. M. Sailors, who is now serving us conuty sup- 
eriitendent of schools, In his youth he came to Kansas and has been an active 
factor here, closely associated with educational interests since attaining his mu- 
jority, He is today one of the most prominent representatives of edueational 
work in this portion of the state and wuder his guidance the achools are waking 
rapil and satisfuctory progress. 

On the 15th of April, 1368, in Rush connty, Indiwna, Profeasor Sailors 
was born, his parents being Willam and Lucinda F. (Miller) Sailors, natives 
of Indiana and Ohio, respectively. In their family were seven children, 
namely, T. C., a farmer and stock-raiser of Neosho county; A. M., of this 
review: J. AL, a harness wiaker and dealer of Stark, Kansas: Alma, the wife 
of Joseph Zimmerman, a resident farmer of Neosho county; Ulysses S., who 
died at the age of twenty-two months and was buried in Indiana; Flora E., 
lhe wife of L. G. Murray, who ie in Colorade City, Colorado; and Olivar FL, 
who died at the age of five yours. 

Under the parental roof Prolessor Sailors spunt the days of his boyhood 
und at the usual age entered the public schools of Indiana. During his youth 
he sweompanied his parents in their removal to Kansas in 1854, and here com- 
ploted a Gratin and English course in the high school of Channte, where hu 
was graduated with the class of 1889. He waa a diligent student, deeply in- 
terestod in the work of the school room and made a creditable scholastic 
record, After putting aside his text books as a student he ussumed the dutizs 
of a teacher afd won a high reputation both as an tetructor and a disciplinar- 
ian, having the ability to impart clearly and concisely to others the knowledge 
he has acquired. He taught in the district schools for some time and for 
seven years was principal of tho first ward school in Chanute. Resiyning that 
position, however, he entered upon the duties of county superintendent on the 
12th of January, 1899, having previously been elected to that position. Twice 
has he been elected so that his incumbency of the office will continue until May, 
1903. During his administration many important changes and improvements 
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have been made im the school system of Neosho county. He is progressive and 
keeps abreast of the times, adopting the muthods which he believes will prove 
of practical benetit ty educating the young and in preparing them for the 
respousible duties of fifw He has the reputation of spendimg more time in 
his efforts to promote the welfare of the schools than any of his immediate pre- 
decessors in office, Ln the county there are ninety-sight regular school distriets 
und Tou joint distriels in which are employed one hundred and thirty-seven 
lonchers. Hue hes held four of the largest teachers” mstitutes in the history of 
the county and has the faeulty of inspiring the teachers with his own zeal 
and interest in the work. The course of study as laid down by the state board 
of education is being followed throughout the eounty and he bas also utro- 
duced the county graduute system, about one hundred completing the proserib- 
wl course each year. Ip this way they received a vertifieate entitling them to 
admission in any high school or the agricultural college, It aleo entitles them 
lo vertain privileges in the state university and admits them to almost any 
collewe in Kansas without further examination. These examinations are heli 
in public and in the spring of 1902 public graduation exercises were held in 
eight places in the county, All this preves a great incentive to the bovs 
and girla, encouraging them to continue in school and Neosho county has «4 
most creditable record for its high grade of scholarship and attendance. 

Qn the 20th of May, 1895, Professor Suilors was united in marriage to 
Mise Anna Dale Rea, » native of Indiana und a daughter of John and Mary 
Rua of this state. They have one child, Dorria Rea, Mra. Sailors was a student 
in the state normal eehool and in St. Ann's aeademy at St. Paul, Kangas. For 
thirteen years she eugaged in teaching, being for eleven years a teacher im the 
schools of Chanute. She made w splendid record in her educational work and 
is a lady of superior culbure and refinement, whose infence has heen marked 
in the social life of the community in which she makes her home. She helongs 
to the Presbyterian chureh and the Profeesor is identified with the Masonic 
fraternity and the Knights of Pythias. He takes quite in active interest in 
politics as a aupporter of the Republican party. Before his election iu hie 
present office he was a member of the county hoard of examiners for several 
years and has held numerous official positions, [n 1897 he was Junior Vice 
Commander of the Sons of Veterans of Kansas and by the State Teachers’ As- 
sociation he was elected a member of the teachers and pupils reading cirele © 
committer, being chosen 4 representative for the third congressional district. 
This committee is composed of seven members in addition to the state supur- 
intendent of schools. As the years have passed Profegsor Sailors has judici- 
ously invested his means and now has uw pleasant and well arranged bone 
in Chanute. He owns other town property there, a business house in Stark, 
and a farm of one hundred and twenty acres in Grant township. His home 
is in the center of the cirele of culture and it contains an excellent library 
which indicates the hterary tastes of the Professor and his wife. At this point 
it would be almost tautological to enter into any series of statements as showiny 
our subject to be a man of broad intelligence and genuine public spirit, for 
these have been shadowed forth between the lines of this review, Strong in his 
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individaality, he never lacks tha courage of his convictions, but there are as 
dominating elements in this individuality a lively human sympathy and an 
abiding charity which, as taken in connection with the sterling integrity and 
honor of his character, have naturally gained to Professor Sailors the respect 
and confidences of men. 


DAVID A, BRYANT—The subject of this review is a self-made man who 
without any extraordinary family or pecuniary advantages at the commente- 
ment of life, has battled earnestly and energetically, and by indomitable 
courage and integrity bas maintained character and achieyéd fortune. By 
sheer force of will and untiring effort he has worked his way upward and the 
success he has achieved now enables him to live retired, his home being m 
Erie. Ie wae born in Bureau county, Ulinois, November 15, 1848, his parents 
heing David and Margaret (Steinbrook) Bryant, both natives of Pennsylvania, 
Washington county. The father was a farmer and in pioneer times in the his- 
tory of Illingis settled in that etate. He afterward removed to Wyandotte 
county, Ohie, thence to Lake county, Indiana, and later he took up his abode 
in Bureau connty, Ulinois, and finally settled in Kansas where he died at the 
ape of seventy-seven years, Both the parenis of oar subject were loyal members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Bryaot was three times married, He 
first wedded Miss Adarns, by whom he had two children; Naney, wife of Wil- 
linn Fisher, o banker of Porter county, Indiana; and Isaac, who was married 
but dived many years ago. The second wife was the mother of our subject, who 
died at the age of thirty-five years. Hor children were J, H., a resident of 
Parsons, Kansas; J. A., who died at the age of forly years; D. 8., who died 
January 24, 1894, at the age of forty-nine; John William, who went Lo 
California in an early day; David A., and George W., who died in infancy. Of 
this number J. A. served as a non-commissioned officer in the Union army for 
more than four years, belonging to Company ©, 42nd Tllinwis infantry, atteuch- 
awl to the Army of the Sonthwest, and with which he saw much hard fighting. 
D. 8. Bryant became a member of Company G, of the 142nd Illinois regiment 
and did garrison duty for six months. 

In the common schools of Illinois the subject of this review was educated 
and throughout his active business caresr carried on farming. In the latter 
part of April, 1867, he came to Kansas and has since resided in Neosho county. 
He bought thirty-five acres in the town of Erie and one hundred and sixty 
acres in Walnut Grove township, all of which is now well improved, having 
been transformed into a valuable tract of land. On the town property he has a 
cod yas well which affords him both light and fuel. 

Qn the 26th of February, 1878, Mr. Bryant was united in marriage to 
Miss Luura A. White, a natiye of Peoria county, Illinois, and a danghter of 
W. H. White, who followed farming in Neosho county until his death, whieh 
oeentred when he was sixty-four years of age. He served as a captain of Com- 
pany K, 77th regiment of Illinois volunteers in the civil war and was a brave 
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und loyal soldier. Mr. White and his wife were members of the United Breth- 
rem church and the latter is now living on a farm in Walnat Grove township 
ut the age of sixty-five years. She became the mother of eight children; 
Joseph, who died in ehildhood, in Hlinois; M. B., a farmer of this county 5 
Mrs. Bryant; Charles W., a resident farmer of Walnut Grove township; Arthur 
S., who died in Seattle, Washington, and was buried in Bethel cemetery. uw 
Walnut Grove township. this county; Clara M., wife of John Samples, a farmer 
living near Kimball; Rosa E., wife of Samuel Hendrex, their home being with 
the mother in Walnut Grove township, and Ora B., wife of J. W. Ermey, a 
farmer living near Leanna. 

Unte Mr. and Mrs. Brywnt was born one son, Bertie Allen, whose birth 
vectirred August 7, 157), wid who departed this life April 27, 1888, The 
parents hold membership with the Knights and Ladies of Seearity and Mre. 
Bryunt is vice president of their jodge. They aleo belong to the Methodist 
Hpiscopal church and the wife is serving as a member of the board of stewards 
and as president of the Ladive’ Aid Seciety of the M. EB. ehureh. In politics 
Mr. Bryant is on ardent Republican and at one time served as township treas- 
itrer, And las aleo been on the city council for three years. His 
business affairs have claimed much of his attention and have been so ably 
manived, his investments so judiciously made and his efforts so diseriminat- 
ingly directed that ho has won prosperity, His business career will hear the 
closest investigation for his methods have ever been honorable and have qom- 
mended him to the confidence of all. 


JAMES THOMASON James Thomason, a retired farmer of Erie, was 
horn in Green county, Tonnessee, April 1, 1840. THis parents, John and 
Klizalwth (Oliphant) Thomason, were natives of North Carolina and Tennes- 
see, respectively. The father followed forming, as did his father, John Thom- 
mason, Sr. The maternal grandfather, ‘Chomas Oliphant, was a soldier m the 
war of 1812. The father of our subject passed to his final rest at the age of 
seventy-three years. He spent most of his life m Tennesses and hoth he and 
lis wife are devout members of the Cumberland Presbyterian chureh. Mr. 
Thomason, who was born in 1804, passed away in 1882. In their family were 
seven children: Thomas, who died in 1894; Mary, who died in 1891; John, 
who died at the age of seventeen years; James; Nathan, a farmer of Neosho 
county; Isabel, who died about 1890 and Marilla, who died at the age of four 
years, Of this family Nathan enlisted mm April, 1863, in Company PF, oth 
Tennessee infantry, for service in the civil war, 

Tn the common schools of his native etate our subject was educated and 
al an early ago received oxpert training at farm labor. On the 6th of April 
1863, he jomed Company I’, 4th Tennessee infantry. His first colonel wae a 
son-in-law of Andrew Johnsen, while, later, he served under Colonel Patter- 
son. He participated in the buttle of Powells sates while attempting to gat 
across the Virginia line. Afterward at Nashville, the regiment aided in sup- 
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porting the artillery, and atl MeMinnyille, it was again under fire. At this 
time the forces were reorganized and crossed the mountains to Knoxville, where 
a battle occurred, Mr, Thomason being sent south of the city during the 
siege, He was with General Thomas’ division in the Atlanta campaign, par- 
tiaipated in the hattle of Strawberry Plains and that of Ashville, North Cai- 
Olina, where the Union troops captured some of General Morgwn’e guns on the 
same night that that officer was killed at Greenville. The Union forevs then 
fell back to Crooked Creok and Greenville, where a lively skirmish occurred, 
after which they again fell back thirty miles, and later, onee tore went Li 
Greenville with cavalry reinforcements. The next move was tr Jonesboro, and 
thence to New River, North Carolina. They were reinforced by the United 
States colored artillery at the time when uid was much needed. At New River, 
North Carolina, word was received of the surrender of General Lee, which 
meant the termination of the war. Mr, Thomason was honorably «discharged 
at Nashville ti Anust, 1865, alter two years and seven months of serviee. 
Ho wae at one time tuken prisoner, but an hour later was released. He was 
never wounded and was never in the hospital, with the exception of # period of 
two months in Nashville when he suffered from meuzles, sixty of his regiment 
being gent to the hospital in three davs and not one-half of them lived to return 
to the army. 

Following lus military service Mr. Uhomason joined his brother Nathan, 
who bad been with him at the front, in planting a crop of wheat and six months 
later bold out to his brother and jn the fall of 1865 he went to Tlineis where he 
remained for a year operating a rented farm. He then went to Missouri, 
whenee, in the spring of 1867, he came to Walnut Grove township, Neosho 
county, securing a quarter section of land which he entered as a claim. THe 
still owns this, together with another quarter scetion and his lande are well 
improved. Mr. Thomason was o progressive farmer and alzo met with good 
sucoess as a stock raiser. For many years he was oecupied with agricultural 
interests, but in 1898 removed to Erie where he purchased a nice dwelling m 
which he has since lived retired, enjoying an earned and deserved rest. 

On the 16th of December, 1869, Ma. Thomason married Miss Callie Deae- 
ton, a native of Green county, Tennessee, and a davghter of Abraham and 
Harhara Deaston, both natives of Pennsylvania, Both Mr. and Mre. Thomason 
are members of the Baptist church and in politics he has always been 4 
Republican, Tf the history of lis life were given in detail it would furnish 
many an exciting chapter for at the time of the civil war, his home was in 
the midst of the contested district, where many atrocities were performed ly 
men who belonged to neither the Confederate nor the Union armies, but who 
embraced this opportunity to give vent to their hatred of their fellow men sir 
to indulge in unlawful pursuits. Mr. Thomason was a brave and loyal soldier 
and as a citizen his career has been marked by fidelity ta duty. 
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B. W. GARVIN—Amoug the respected and worthy citizens of Neosho 
county is B. W. Garvin, county olerk, who makes hie home in Erie. He wae 
horn in Washington county, Tlineis, December 14, 1870, bis parents being 
James and Josephine (Watts) Garvin, natives of Kentucky and Lllinois, 
respectively. The father removed from the former state to the latter when 
quite a -young man and there engaged in business asa dry gvods merchant, IL 
was also shuriff of his county for three terme, filling that office during the 
troublons period of the civil war. Widely and favorably known he commanded 
the respect of all law-obiding citizens and enjoyed the revard of many friends. 

In 1885 he arrived in Kansas, taking up his abode in Erie where for 4 
number of years he soceessfully conducted a mercantile enterprise, his lilwe 
journey being ended in death on the 11th of November, 1896, when he wa- 
severityeseven vears of age. Tn politics he was an ardent Republican. His 
wile still survives him and is living in Erie at the age of fifty-three years. She 
if A metaber of the Methodiat Episcopal clnurch and a most estimable lady. In 
the family of this worthy couple were seven children of whom five are vet 
living, Joumes TL, o resident of Erie, residing with his mother and serving 
aa deputy connty clerk; Ruth, also at home; and Hattie, the wife of A. LU. 
Shellhorn. 4 carpenter of Eriv, by whom she has two children—Clande and 
Nina: and Maggie, the wife of George W. Wilson, who resides at Olden, 
Kansas, where Mr. Wilson is engaged in the lumber and gram busines. 

fh. W. Garvin, of this review, completad his edueation by a high sehonl 
wouree in rie und aller putting wside lis text hooks he accepted the position 
of bookkeeper in the bank of Allen & Allen, where he remained for eight years. 
Later he beeame identified with official service and for four yars served as 
deputy county clerk. In 1897 he was elected to the ofliee of county clerk ani 
so capably filled the position that he was reelected in 1899. winning high 
encominme by reason of his eapalility and loyalty. 

On the 18th of October, 1803, Mr. Garvin was united in marriage fo 
Miss Nellie Smith, a native of Potnam econnty, Indiwna, and a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. ©. D. Smith, whe were also natives of that state, where the father 
is a well known Wry goods merchant. ‘Two children have been born unto Me. 
and Mrs, Garvin—Loon B. and Eugene A. Onur aubject holds membership in 
Erie lodge No. 76 A. FL & ACM. He takes a very active and helpful imtereet in 
polities, ae a supporter of the Republican party and in the spring of 1900 served 
as a delegate to the state convention. He was aleo a delegate to the state 
convention again in 1902. He is a typical representative of the progressive 
spirit of the west and few men of his age are more prominent or more widely 
known in the enterprising city of Erie. Tlik popularity is well deserved as in 
him are embraced the characteristics of an unflagging loyalty, unabating energy 
and industry that never flags. 


Mr. Garvin is manager and principal owner of the Erie Telephone com- 
pany, a proeperons enterprise of Erie. 
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B. H, KTLLION—For a third of a century a resident af Wilson comity, 
but a recent settler in Chanute, Neosho county, is B. I. Willion of this notice. 
His adyent to Kansas dates from the 13th day of Oetobur, 1869, win he set- 
tled in Fall River township, three milous west of Fredonia, and his farm wis uo 
quarter of section 4, township 29, range 14 For twenty-six years he culti- 
vated and improved this quarter in the Indian ‘rust Lands, retiring in 1895 
to Fredoma, and taking up his residences in Chanute m 1v02. 

Mr. Killiou was born in Scott county, Indiana, September 28, 1840, in 
which stute were bis parents Elijah and Sarah (Chapman) Killion also born, 
The father was bern iv 18148, was married prior to his union with Sarah Chap- 
wan—but ne isaue—und dial in 1889 in Magen county, Illinois. His second 
wit dicd in 1944 at thea age of thirty-two years, being the mother of six 
ehildren, only three of whom survive, via, B, U.; John, of Davis county, Mir 
aviori, amd J. A. af the same county, Those deceased are Cliistupler C., 
Thomas and Harriet J., all of whom divd before reaching their majority, 

In his infancy ovr subject was taken by lis parents to Menard county, 
IHinois, where he grew to manhood aud was educated in the distriel schools. 
Being reared a farnier, he continued one on coming of age and dollowed thet 
calling wp te his retirement from active work. The work of the farin was ioter- 
rupted for (liree years (laring the civil war when he wae serving his country 
aml defending the fag. He enlisted April 21, 1861, but his regiment did not 
get into the three months service, and in Oetobor he jomed Company F, 28th 
Illinois volunteer infantry, commanded by Colonel Pitver, and later hy Col, 
A. kK. Johnson. My, Killion, himself, took part in the battle of Belmont, 
Missouri, but his regiment was first engaged at: Shiloh where he had bis right 
arm) broken by a rebel ball. Pie wound kept him oenfined to the hospital Cor 
nearly a year, first in the revimental hospital, next to the hospitul bout and 
finally te the hospital at Covington, Kentucky. The wound heakel without 
having the bullet removed and, seven years later, the missile came to the sur- 
face of the skin and was rewoved, battered and bruised and a vivid reminder 
nf that awful day at Shiloh. Mr. Killion jomed his rogiment ugai im Apri, 
1863, wt Memphis, Tennessee, and passed through the siege of Vicksburg. We 
saw the city surrender on the 4th of July following, and his regiment was sent 
to Jackson. Mississippi, July 12th. engaged the enomy, loss eixty-six killed and 
wounded, thence to Natchez, Mississippi, where, and in the viewuty of which, 
4 did provost duty while he remained with it Mr. Killion was discharged at 
Morganza Bend November 1, 1864, more than three vears after he had entered 
the serviee. Resuming civil pursuits he engaged in the work of an Ulinois 
farm and wae undisturbed ig its enitivation till his removal to the west and 
settlement in Wilson county, 

Mr. Killion was tnited in marriage with Monecie Moleynolds, 4 daugh- 
ler of Robert and Catherine McReynolds, on the 23rd of August. 1868. Mrs, 
Killion was a native of Gibson county, Indiana, and her father enlisted in. the 
full ef 1862 in the 10th Dlinois cavalry and passed throngh the service sue- 
vessfully. Tn civil life he wae a merehamnt till his advent to Kansae im 1868 
fram which date he was a farmer. He died in 1895 at seventy-three years of 
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ae, anid his wife died December G, 1879, at the agy of seventy-lwo yeare. Thoy 
were both Cumberland Presbyterians and the father served many years as an 
officer of the church. Their five children were Joseph, who served in the same 
revnnent with his father in the war of the rebellion, and died in Brownvilly, 
Arkansas, ut the age of twenty-two: Wesley, an Towa farmer; Logan, of Lincoln 
Nebraska: Mrs. Million, and Nannie, wife of Walter Davis of Easton Califor- 
nia Catherine MoRoynolds was married prior to her union with Robert Mc- 
Reynolds, her firet hushand being Thompson Leach. Of her seven children, 
five liver to maturity, viz, Salathiel, who diel in Lowisiana while a soldier in 
the 10th Ihinois cavalry; Thomas 8, and Eli R., deooased; John T., who was 
killed near Pilot Knob, Missouri, while in the Ist Indiana cavalry, and Sarah 
J.. deceased, who was married to W, T. Barrett, 

Mr. and Mrs. Killion have four children, viz., Eva J., wife of J. C. Wil- 
liams, of Chanute, with four children—Howard R., Matie F., Herhort K. and 
Helen J.; Abigail C,, a teacher for four years in Tyrner antl Tour years yn 
Kansas City, Kansas: Lois B., a teacher in Maleom, Nebraska, and Pearl, a 
teacher of Wilson county, Kansas, Mr, and Mrs. Killen are wembers of the 
Presbyterian church and lie belongs to the Grand Army and is @ staunoh 
Republican in polities, 


OLIVER T. LUCAS—The interests of the Santa Fe railroad at Thayer 
are ably represented by him whose name introduces this personal aketvh. 
He hus but somewhat recently become identified with the town but he is 
oli im the service of Ine company in Southern Kansas, ehiefly im Wilson 
county, where he was reared und edneated, Mr, Lucas was born in Gibson 
county, Todiana, August 11, 1858, and is a son of the Wilson county frontiers- 
ruan, William Luess, The latter was born in Viryamia and married Sarah 
Perkins, also of that state. In early life the father was a blackemith, but, in 
1861, he partially abandoned his trade und moved to Marion county, TMlinois, 
where his chief business seems to have been farming. with blacksmithing as 
a kind of “pastime.” At the close of the war. in 1865, he left Llinois and 
wade another move toward the eetting sun; this time stopping in Sedalia, 
Missouri, where he took » coulract for macadumixiny the streets of that eity. 
In three years hy was again on the roud, leaving Missouri for the plains of 
Kansas and reaching Wilson county about (870, He homesteaded a quarter 
section in Chetopa township, upon whieh he passed, im active industry, the 
remainder of his life. He died August 10, 189%, at eeventy-one years old. Hy 
war a jun widely known, not only as an early settler, but as an upright and 
worthy citizen. Ths widew was born in 1832 and is spending her last years 
with their daughter, Mre. V. P. Helfley, on « furm in Chetopa townehip. 
Both he and his wife were members of the Methodist church. Their children 
were four in mumber, as follows. John F., of Chanute, Kansas; Oliver T., of 
this no al Willis H., who died at twenty-seven years, and Anna, wife of Y- 
P. Helfley. 
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The common sehools, in the country, gave our subject lis education. At 
thirty-two years of age he began railroading at Vilas, on the Santa Pe road, 
thence to Karlton, renmining eight years and, finally, Deowmber 20, 1900, he 
was transferred to Thayer to take the ageney of the company there. His 
record in the serves is an enviable one stud his standing as an employe above 
adverse criticism. Hu ia poinstuking, discreot, attentive to duties and modest 
om bee performance, a total abstainer, having never talen his first intoxicating 

rink. 

The marriage of Mr. Tavoas to Miss Larne B. Murphy, April 3, 1881, 
brought to them six children, Mrs. Lueas is a native of Indians and is a 
daughter of John M. and Nancy (Stapleton) Murphy, both deceased, and both 
Indiana born. The four surviving daughters of Mr. and Mra. Murphy are 
Anna, wife of J. F. Luws: Larne B.. wife of our subject; Kate 0., new Mrs. 
T, C. May; and Lina Cy wife of Walter Cannon, of Joplin, Missouri, The 
children of our subject and wife are, John W., who is with his father in the 
Thayer office; Edwin lL. who is station agent at Karlton, having taken charov 
of that office as agent and operator at the youthful age of filteen years: Clar- 
ence B., Daisy A., Allison H., and Katie CU. 

The family of Mx, and Mrs, Lueas is an extraordinary one In one par- 
timlar. They possess much musical talent and are players and aingers of Ineal 
prominend They have a brass band of seven pieces and ench player by 4 
member of the family. It was organized in 1899 and is led hy John W. Lucene, 
the oldest son. They furnished the musie at the celebration of “the Fourth” 
al Benediot in 1900 and have played in public on other oeeasions. Mr, ani 
Mrs. Lucas are members of the United Brethren church, and for five years 
the former was Financier of the A, O. UT. W. lodge at Earlton. 


_ 


. 


M. 8. JOTINSTON—Honored and respected by all, there is no man in 
the community who merits in a higher degree the sonfidenve and yood will of 
his fellow men than does M. Sy: Joluosten, whe is engaged in dealmg out gro- 
ceries and queensware in Erie, Kansas. He was born in Vanderburg county, 
Indiana, near Evansville, February 15, 1843, his parents being Arthur and 
Mary (Simpson) Johnston, the former a native of Treland, and the latter of 
Middle Tennessee. The father was a farmer and dealer in stock and became 
a pioneer settler of Indiana, locating nour Evansville, when that city was but 
a village. His many excellent traits of character commanded for him the 
esteem of his fellow men and ho was wulely and favorably known in the com- 
munity in whieh he made his home. He never sought or desired office, but 
gave his entire attention to agricultura! interests. Tle held membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal ehureh, his life being in consistent harmony with its prin- 
ciples, Te died on the 9th of December, 1855, in his fiftieth year and his wife 
passed away in January, 1803, at the age of fifty-two, her birth having ocesr- 
red. in 1811. She waa alse a davout and earnest meniber of the Methodist 
Episcopal charch and their home was the place of entertainment for all the 
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ministers who visite the neighborhood. Mr. Johnston was a man of very 
yenial ciaposition, was on entertaining conversationalist, and loved company 
Ho also possessed a native wit ond shrewdness that added to his ability as an 
unteriainer, Tight children were horn unto this worthy conple—Charles, who 
diwl in 1876; Maria, whe married John J, Toss and died in 19005 Williarn 
A., of Evansville, Indiana; Martha, who became the wife of James A, Ashford, 
died in 1864; Anna, the widow of Dr. D, H. Kennedy, her home heimg tive 
miles east of Mvansyillo, Indiana; M, S,, of this review; Mary, who died in 
bet 1861, at the ege of eighteen, and Robert K., ho resides with his sister 
wth. 

In the schools of Evansville, M.S. Johnston obtained lis education and 
alter putting aside his text books he was connected with agricultural pursuits 
in his heme neighborhood until April, 1869, when he determined to seek bie 
fortine in the west and made hie way te Neosho county. Tle took ap public 
land which he cultivated for fifteen veure mud to which he obtained a deed 
from the government. pen the farm he wade hie home until 1884. when he 
caine to Mrie and here creetel a lnsiness hones. His store, twenty-five Ly 
eighty feet, is filled with w large and woll selected stock of staple and faney 
groceries and queenzware. Tlaiving sold his farm he gives his entire attention 
to his store. | 

On the 20th of February, 1867, Mr. Johnston married Miss Jennie M. 
Lodge, a sister of Arthur Lodge, mentioned elsewhere in this work. They 
haye three children, Henry S., who is now county attorney of Noble county, 
Oklahoma, and served as a member of the first. Lerriterin! council of Oklahonra. 
He was for three yeare a etudent in Baker University and read law under the 
direction at C. A, Cox of Chanute, and afterward with John Allen Dewvese of 
Colorado. Fle wae admitted to the har in Denver and has sinee suecesstally 
engaged in the practice of law; Aimy, a young lady, was for several years a 
student in Baker university and i¢ now engaged in teaching in Florenee, 
Kansas; and William W., whe finished the classical course In Baker univer- 
sity in 102, The parents ure members of the Methodist Episcopal churen, 
contribute liberally to its support and take gn active interest in its work. 
Mr, Johnston telongs to the Modern Woodmen of Anierica und in politics is a 
Democrat. He is aceounterl one of the foremost citizens of Brie for hie efforts 
have contributed not alone to his individual success but also to the general 
wool, Tle tikes a deep interest, in everything pertaining to the welfare and 
progress of his community, In bnsiness affairs hu is enurgehe, prompt and 
notably reliuble. His efforts have been so discerniugly directed that he has 
attained a high measure of suceyss, Few men are more prominent or rare 
widely known in the enterprising eity of Erie than Mr, Johneton, He has 
been an important factor in business circles and his popularity is well deserved. 
as in him ware embraced the characteristics of an unbending integrity, unabating 
energy and industry that never flags. He is public spirited and thoroughly 
interested iu whatever tends to promote the moral, intellectual and matarial 
wellure of Neosho county. 
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GEORGE W, WAGNER—George W, Wagner, who is a retired farmer 
rositling in Erie, Kansas, was born in Uuion county, Indiana, on the 25th of 
February, 1842. His parents were Michael and Hurriet (Goldman) Wagnwr, 
both natives of Pennsylvania, The father was a carpenter by trade and fol- 
lowed that pursuit until his marriage when he beyan farming. He had ulse 
engaged im boat building in Penneylvania. Te first visited Indiana in 1856 
and in 1838 he settled there, engaging in merchandieing for a year or hve after 
which he turned his altention to farming, He was one of the pioneers of the 
state and enjoyed the respect of the communtiy in whieh he made his home. 
In Nowenther, 1892. he arrived in Kanene sod resided with his son, George, 
hit wos not Jong permitted to enjoy his new home, passing away on the 15th of 
April, 1895, at the age of viylity-tive yours, his birth having oceurred July 13, 
1408. This wife. who wae born May 10, 1815, died September 30, 1899, Both 
Were members of the Latheran church und in their family were tlye children, 
Mary &,, the wile of Wesley Rickhart, of Carthage, Missouri, hy whom she has 
seven Lying sons; George W.; Valentine Franklin, who was born in Junie, 184%, 
and died in 1549; and Sophia C. and Levi H., both of whom died at the age of 
LQ VeHrrs, 

No ovent of special unportange eeonrred te vary the routine of farm life 
for George W. Wegner in lis youth. Hoe assisted in the work of the place 
and in the winter months wttenced the sehools. In February, 1805, he became 
a inember of Company L, 153rd Indiana mfantry. Ile woe taken to Dadian 
polie and after a month went te Tenneseoo where he did garrison duty, los 
roginent being largely engaged in anhdwing the bush-vhackers and guerrillas, 
wha were not manly enough to engoge in open warfare but harrassed loyal 
citizens in every possible wity. He received an honorable discharge on the 12th 
of September, 1805, at Bowling Green, Kentnelry, and was paid off at 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

When the war was over Mr. Wagtier engaged in farming in connection 
with his father, He was merricd an the 28th of Mareh, 1872, to Miss Iarriet 
fonrge, a daughter of Faves George. Four children have blessed this union. 
Bliva, at tiome: James M. whe died at the age of three and one-half years: 
Fred and Bogsic, | 

Th August, 1881. Mr. Wagner arrived in Kansas, taking np his abode m 
Neosho county. Tle purchased eighty aeres of land in Erie township adjoi- 
ing the corporntion limits uf the village of Krie and as the years have passer le 
has progperud, vet in former days he eneowntered many hardships and trials in 
his business career. He had meagre educational privileges which were rendered 
even less on necount of the (roublous tines oeeasioned by the cavil war. Owing 
to (he desive fo learn and the eliudious disposition, however, he made the most 
of his opportunities and in the school of experience he bas learned many valu- 
able lessons. As ho had wo finanvial assistanee he had to plade his dependence 
npon energy and resolution and upon these as a foundation le has ereeted the 
superstructure of his success. In addition to his one hundred vere farm on 
Canville Creek, he has his home place of cighty ares, and both tracts are 
larvely improved and under a high slate of cultivation returning to him an ex- 
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vellent income. He is how leaving the enltivation of his land to others while 
he is enjoying a well merited rest, the rental of his farm property bringing to 
him all of the comforts and muny of the loxuries of life. Mr. Wagner is a 
member of the Qraud Army of the Republic and for ten years was quarter- 
naster of his post, In polities he is a stalwart Republican, putting forth 
every effort in Lis power to promote the growth and insure the success of his 
party. Twenty-one years have past since he arrived in Kansas and throughout. 
this period he has enjoyed iu a high degree the confidence and good will of his 
fellow townsmen. 


BF. M,. ARBOTT—It js always of interest to examine intu the histery 
of the self-made man and note the niethods that he bas employed to secure ene 
wise In life. The result of this investigation, however, usually shows that close 
appheation and determinution have been two of the salient Zactors in his 
career, and such los been the ease with F. M. Abbott, who is new living a re- 
tired life im Chanute. and who through many yours has heen an active factor 
in edavationul developuwnt here, He was born in Brown eounty, Ohio, 
August 24, 1841, his parents being John M. and Viletta (Newman) Abbott, 
They were pionwrs of the Buckeye state and the father was un extensive 
farmer. In 1850 he removed to Grant county, Indiana, his home being in the 
gas belt. The gas well which was developed upon his farm sapplied with fuel 
the town of Peru, Indiana. fourteen miles away. Ho became prosperous and 
at his death loft a comfortable property, He passed away in April, 1900, when 
more than eighty years of ave. Both he and his wife were valood members 
of the Universalist church and were widely known io Grant county, where 
they lived for a half century, and where Mr. Abbott was the last of the old 
settlers to pass away. Ie never sought office Wut filled the position of county 
assessor, His wife who was born in 1821 passed away in UST4+. In their family 
were dwelve children of whom seven are still living. 

In the common schools of Indiana, Professor Abbott, of thie review, 
voquited his education and soon afterward entered pon the profeasion of 
teaching, Tle was for three years a teacher in Indiana and for thirty-three 
years he has heen identified with ediveational interests in Neosto connty, 
Kansas. Fir cight yoare he was superintendent of schools in Thayer und for 
three years he was in the grammar department of the schools of Chanute, for 
one year in the high echool, where among his pupils, was Professor Sailors, now 
the county superintendent of Neosho connty. Seventy-five per cent of the 
graduates who completed thoir studies under his direction io Thayer have 
hecome colloge students. 

Trofessor Abbott arrived in Kansas April 7, 1867, and secured a claim on 
Elk Creek which he yet owns, and to which he has added until he now has 
three hundred and fifty acres of land that is substantially improved. The 
development of his tarm was his own work. Te borrowed an ax, cut four 
poles and laid the foundation on his claim, then put bis name on a stake which 
he drove in the square thus formed. He afferward carried on the work of 
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developing and improving his land and as the years have passed his property 
las hecome a very valuable one, Hw has always taken a deep interest in public 
alfairs and was instromental in forming the organization of citixens that 
demanded their rights of the railroud company which they seenred after 
several years litigation. 

Professor Abbott has been a member of the city couneil of Chanute anil 
is now serving his fifth year im that position and hus been its president for 
four years. For one term he served as trustee of Canvile township and for 
noiy yours was officially cennected with the common schools as director und 
clerk, ne well ts teacher. 

Mt (he time of the civil war our snbjeet enlisted in the fall of 1868 os a 
member of Company K, 118th Indiana infantry, in one of three normal school 
coupanives under Captain Wo A. Coldren, The regiment was sent to astern 
Tennessee und to Kentucky and participated in an engagement with General 
Forrest's cavalry in their retreat and defeat from Knoxville. Mr. Abhotr 
served for ning months and on the expiration of the term wae honorably dis 
eharged, in the spring of 1804. In 1845, when in the sehool room he again 
volunteerud, became a momber of Company F, 153rd Indiana infantry, the 
reviinent heing sent by way of Louisyille to Nicholasville, where the company 
divided, its duty heing to watch the movements of the guerrillas and suppress 
their Luwless actions It was dangerous and difficult service, but Professor 
Abbott remained at the front until! September, 1865, when he was honorably 
discharged and returned to Indiana. On account of illness contracted in the 
army he travelled in Minnesota and elsewhere after receiving his discharge, 
coming to Kansas mn 1867, 

On the 8th of Mareh, 1808, Professer Abbott wedded Miss 8. J. Loring, 
a native of Todiann and a danghter of John and Noney Loring of that state. 
They hove two children, Jessio, who is a stenographer, typewriter and baok- 
keupor, is a graduate of the high school of Chanute and of the Gem City 
Business College of (huiney, [linois, with the class of 1900. She has engages! 
in teaching schools fur twelve years, winning an excellent reputation as an 
instvuctor and disciplinarian and has beeome proficient in ber new line of 
work, The son, F. M, Abbott, Jr., was graduated in the Thayer schools at the 
age of fuurteen and in the Nansus state normal school with the class of 18da, 
Ile is now serying as Willing elerk fur the Kansas, Moline Plow Company at 
Kanses City, Missouri, 

Professor Abbott is a member of the Masonic lodge and Fraternal Aid and 
the Grand Army of the Republic and has tilled the office of commender of bis 

oxt, In polities he wae originally a Democrat but in 1900 he stpported 
Villiam Mekinley for the presidetey, If men’s worth m the world is detor- 
mined by what he hay aceoniplished for his fellow men, Professor Abbott may 
certainly be ranked high, for his efforts haye ever been along the line that 
has promoted the welfare of those among whom he has livell, He was a 
loyal soldier, has ever been a progressive and public-spirited citizen, especially 
along the line of intellectual development, and his services have been of marked 
value. 
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LEV] ROSENTUAL—Without any extraordinary pecuniary advantages 
lo aid him at the orteet of hie curcer, Loyi Rosenthal has steadily worked his 
way typward until he now ncenpies an enviable position to the mercantile field, 
Je ia today a prosperous dry goods inerchant of Chanute and lis life history 
illustrates what may he accomplished in this life where labor and opportunity 
are not hampered by east op class. 

Mr. Rosenthal was born in Prussian, October 22, 1856. pursued his edues- 
tian iM private schools of Germany and when fourteen years of age began sery- 
ing an apprenticeship to mercantile pursuits, In 1856 he crossed the Atlantle 
to America through a nine days’ storm and encountered a three days’ delay 
at the harbor of New York. Mr. Rosenthal spent ten weeks in the great 
metvopolis in sight seeing and then. by rail, made his way to Lineeln, [linois, 
where he remained until 1858. He thim wont to Mattoon, Ulinvit where he 
wae eniployed as a salusuuit until 189), In that year he returned to Tancoln 
and with the eapitnl he had aequired, embarked in the grocery business, <neerss- 
fully conducting his atore witil T861. In that vear he became sutler of the 
106th Ulineis infantry. Wheo the war closed he returned te Lineoln and 
Was engaged in the dry goods bueinvas in connection with his brothers, Lonis 
aud Silas, both of whom are still residents of thal place. In 1869 our subject 
sold his intorest in the store and onyayed in stock raising and dealing upon « 
farm in Ulingis, meeting with a fair deeree of success in the new wnderatking. 
In 1875 he bezan dealing in live stock in Kansas. [Lis operations eoverioy 
severul counties. In April, i876, he established a dry gools store in Chanute 
where he has sioce remained and during that Lime he has witnessed the growth 
of the town from six humdred to more than five thousand inhabitants. He 
has vreatly enlarew) bie stere, having begun business in a little room, 24x60 
feet, ond now having o stare 48e1545 feet, and with his elock’ inereased iu 
value from ten to fifty thousand dollurs, He is a member of the firm of 
Hyainger & Rosenthal, which partnership has been retuined from the beginning 
af our subject's efforts here. One emplove, Paul Barcis, hae been with Mr. 
Rosenthal in Chanute for twenty-three vears and has charge of the business 
during the absence of our snbjoct: a fact which indicates the pleasant relations 
which have existed hetaveen emplover and employe. Mr. Rosenthal js inoat 
honorable ond trustworthy in his dealings with those in Wis service as well as 
with bis patrons. This quality hus won hin a liberal patronage and the high 
revard of all. In connection with his other business interests he is the president 
of the Chanute Vitritied Briek und Clay Manufacturing Company of Chanute 
and of the Chanute Building and Loan Aseocintion. 

On the 30th of May, 1884, our subject was united in marriage to Miss 
Fannie Rothsehild, 4 native of Prussia; the wedding being celebrated in 
Lincoln, Ulinois, They have two living children; Rika, the wife of Louis 
Myer, a member of the Myer Jewelry Manufacturing Company, by whom she 
had two children, Tom and Joel, o high school student in Chanute. Me. 
Rosenthal gives his political suppert ta Democracy and for one term he served 
as mmnyor of Chanute, He has many times represented the first ward in the 
city council and at the present time is filling that position. His labore have 
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bean effective i promoting the substantial upholding and development of the 
eity and in the work of publio progress has borne an active and influential 

ri. Rowlally he is vonnested with heth the Bloe Ledge and Chapter of the 

dsonie fraternity. He is today the only merchant of Chanute who has been 
donnected with the dry goods trade of the city since 1876, Tn trate cireles 
his reputation is wnassailable and he is honored and respected by all, He 
forms his plane readily, is deterimied tn their execution and possesses sound 
judgment and keen diserimination, Ie has never had occasion to regret his de- 
termination to seek a home in the new world and today lie is oecounted one of 
the honorable and influential residents of his adopted county, 


JOHN FRETWELL—The mayor of Thayer and a well known and 
capable contractor and builder of that place is John Fretwell, the subject of 
this personal review, The Fretwells liad their origin in Old England where, 
in Yorkshire, our subject was born April 14, [848 His parents were John 
and Sarah (Newell) Fretwell, country people and tillers of the sol, His 
father died in Yorkshire in 1888 and lis mother resides in Adrian, Mien- 
igall, at above seventy years of age. Their children were five in number, three 
of whom, John, George and Thoinas, reside in America, and two, Tenry and 
Elizabeth, have remained in Hngland. 

John Fretwell was the sevond child of his parents, He received what 
would be termed a good common school ethieation in his youth and, when 
twenty years of age, came to Ainvriva and located first at Victor, Ontario 
county, Nuw York. He followed the mason's trade inmany years while domg 
his mMlyriinages and was a workman m each of the following uumerous places 
in the eastern states: Creal Bend, New York; Serinton, Pennsylvania; back 
to Victor; Brownsville, New York, Binghaimpton, and the to Bay City, Mich- 
yan, Adriun; to Allegheny, Pennsylvania; Voshburg, and finally to Parsone, 
Nanses, in L758. In the latter place, especially, he put up many large brick 
and stone building: and resided there till the year 1895 when he changed bis 
residence to Thayer. In his present home he hus heen identified with important 
work of improvement in the erection of business aod dwelling houses of various 
kinds and has shown himself to he worthy of any trust that is ioposed in him. 
At the spring election in 1901 and 1902 he wae chosen chief magistrate of his 
town, on the Peoples’ ticket; but, really, without politieal opposition. 

April 3, 1881, Mr. Tretwoll was married to Miss Mary EB. Queree, a native 
of the state of Towa and a daughter of John and Blizaheth Queree, the former 
deveased but the latter a resident of Lahette county, Kansas, Five chuldren 
have resulted from the marriage of Mr, and Mrs. Fretwell, yiz, Charles H.,, 
Walter J.. Thomas J., Prndie B.. and Elizabeth, the first born, who died at 
eight months of age, Mrs, Fretwell is a member of the M, EB. chureh Wut her 
husband acknowledges no church home. He is an Odd Feifow, has passed 
all the chairs and is warden of the lodge. He ond wife are Rebekahs, she left 
supporter of the V. G. Both are members of the Fraternal Aid Society of 
which Mr. Fretwell is local treasurer, 
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J. L, ORKR—J. L. Orr is actively agsociated with the agrioultural interests 
of Nevelio county and makes his home in Ohanute. He is what the world calls 
n eelf{-made ian for strong principles and indefatigable energy have heen. the 
salient foatorve in his success. He started out in life without any especial in- 
fluence or pocuniiry udvantages te aid him and all that he has accomplished 
is the reeull of tis own endeavors. Hy was born in Monroe county, Tennessee, 
April 25, 1848, lis parents boing J, W. and Bathsheba (Reasoner) Orr, both of 
whout were natives of Virginia, The father, who is still living on the old home 
farm it Tennessee, gaye his attention to agricultural pursuits throughout his 
businvss career and is now retired at the advanced age of eighty-four. He 
belongs to the Methodist Bplseupel church, south, and, although he has long 
since parsed the psalmist’s span of tliree score years and ten, he is well pre- 
served hoth mentally and pliysically. Elis wile, who also belonged to the 
Methodist Episcopal church, south, died in 1885 at the age of seventy-seven 
years, In the Jamily were three children; William F, and 1. T.. who reside in 
MeMinin county, ‘Tennesse. where they follow furming, and J. L. of this 
review, who is alzo an agriculturist of Neosho coonty. 

Upon the old hone farm Mr. Orr of this.review beenme familiar with the 
dutiv: and libors that fall te the Jot of the agrienlturist. He remained on 
the oll homestead antil he eume to Kansas, leaving home on the 20th of Feh- 
ruary, 1564. Reaching Grevnewetle, Indiuow, he there remained for a time, 
boiig employed by Aluxander Black to sow blue grase on his furm. In the 
spring he came to Neosho county and settled on a quarter section of land in 
Tioga township, obtaining the tract from the government. He had a title te 
this property but the railroad interfered and the mutter went into the courte 
where it remained for years. It was finally settled by Mr. Orr paying the 
government $1.24 per acre for his lund. He had w quarter section deeded to 
him wider the administration of Mresident Grant and another quarter section 
under President Cleveland. At the present time he owns one hundred and 
sixty acres of valuable land under a high state of cultivation, with a good 
orchard and vineyard and substantial buildings. The flelds are well tilled 
and the farm is well stocked. 

In 1870, Mr. Orr was murried to Salie KE, Mark, a native of Indiana and 
a daughter of John W. Reese. Three children were horn of this pmion. Lilhe 
D., who married T. N. Smith; Walter F., who married Jennie Arthur and re- 
sides on a farm, and Jennie L., the wife of TH. M. Glaze, who is living on a farm 
in Tioga township, The mother died in Mareh, 1880, and for his second wife 
Mr, Orr chase Lou M-. Lowry, u native of Tennessee and a daughter of Jef- 
ferson Lowry. About 1890 Mr. Orr was called upon to mourn the loss of his 
second wife who was a consistent member of the Presbyterian church and an 
estimable lady. Sinee that he married Emma Lowry also a native of Ten- 
nesset, Mr. Orr owns one of the nicest homes in his part of the city. It is a 
residence of ten rooms, Wuilt in an attractive style of arehtocture and thereio 
hospitality reigns supreme. In aildition he owns five other dwellings in 
Chanute which le rents and to sume extent he deals m real estate. There 1s 
oi! upor his place and the field is now being prospected and developed. Mr. 
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Orr is & member of the Methodist Episcopal church and his wife is a member al 
the Presbyterian church, Both hold membership in the Sons and Daughters 
of Justice and of the local organization Mr. Orr is serving us president. He 
18 also serving as eity eouncilinan of Chanute. In politics he is independent, 
voting for the man whom he regards as beet qualified for office withouk con- 
siflering party atfiliations. The property which he owne is a monument to his 
labor and his life history illustrates how much cau be accomplished through 
determined and earnest principles when guided by sound judginent. All disc 
know him vstuem him for his upright character, his fidelity to honorable prin- 
ciples and sound integrity, 


DR, WILLIAM 8, VAN METER—The subject of this memoir is a re- 
tired physician and surgeon of Thayer and one of those whose tmlluence for 
truth and right covers « field for moral work. The biblical quotation, “By 
their fruits ye shall know them,” applies to the conduct of men of the 20th 
century as much as rt did to thal of men in the days of miracles or when the 
Grea Teacher uttered the words of thie quotation. The progress of Methodism 
io Kansas owes inuch to such men as Dr. Van Meter; men who have kepl on the 
firing line in all ifs moral conflicts and headed all upward londeneies for 
righteousness and right-living among men. 

Dr. Van Meter was born in Vayeble county, Indiana, June 25, 1827. He 
isn eon of Joel and Mary A. (Crouch) Van Meter, nulives of the slates of 
Virginia and Maryland, respectively. Tho father came into Indiana in 1816, 
the year of its admission az a stale, wceompanied by his father, Abrain Van 
Meter, The family settlud in the heavy wood and cleared wp a farm, a small 
one for this day. Theirs wae the time of blockhonse boilding to protect them- 
selves from the Indians and many are the lives that would have gone out by 
the blow of the tomahawk without them. Joel Van Meter’s house was the 
twuporary abiding place of the itinerant Methodist preachers and also the 
place for holding meetings before churches were built. He died in 1891 at 
the age of eighty-five, his wife dying-in 1837 at thirty-two years old. 

Our subject is tho oldest of five children, only two of whom eurvive, viz, 
the doctor and a sister, Cornelia (. Payne, wife of John F, Payne, of Owen 
eonnty, Indiana, The doctor attended school in Abington, Wayne vounty, 
Indiana, and when through with school he studied medicine ander Dr, James 
Rubey at Abington. He began practice in 1848 in Fulton cvonnty, Indiana, 
where he remained until 1844 when he went to Grindview, Hlinois, In 1869 
he came to Kansas and looated in Neosho county where he took a claim, a tract 
of Innd whieh he improved and still owns, We is retired from active farm 
work and js devoting the evening of bis life to kindly and charitable acts and 
to promoting the welfare of his family. 

Dr, Van Meter was married in 1845 to Saraly E. Payne, « daughter of the 
late W. K. and Matilda Payne. Tho former died in [Linois in 1886 at the age 
of vivbty-four and the latter died in Kaneus at the age of seventy-six years. 
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They were both members of the Methodist church and Mr. Payne was a play- 
mate of Abraham Lineoln in childhoul, 

Four children were born to Doctor and Mrs. Van Meter, ae follows. Myra 
P who died at forty years of aye, was the wife of T. M. Goode; Joel E., 
who died at nineteen years; Charles E., who resides ov the home farm, is mar- 
tied te Lucey Houghton and has three children; Tillie, George and Joel; and 
Nannie, Mrs. Charles Wright, wife of a Wilson county farmer. The latter has 
two children, viz., John W. and Eunice. 

The Doctor and Mre. Van Meter are lifelong members of the M. E. 
church, ‘The duetor has filled all the offices which are accorded to laymen, 
2 sar tg oy of the Sunday school for thirty-flve years and several timies a 
delegnty to the annual conference mf the church. In 1853 he was made a 
Mason, has been ou charter member of two different lodgee—in Bdgar und 
Coles counties, Jllinois—has passed all the chairs in the order and, in politics, 
votes and sets with the Revuliibent, 

One incident which is net direetly connected with the history of this 
family but which is worthy of note and will be of real interest to the descend- 
ants of our subjects daughter Nannie: John Wright who lived in Southern 
Indiana (and was the grandfather of Charles Wright, son-in-law of our 
subject) was a cousin of Abraham Lincoln and taught a school in whieh the 
great president was a pupil. 

Tr. Van Meters remote ancestors were, on his paternal side Duteh, and 
on the moternal side English. The date of the introduction of the Van Meter 
name into American biography is very remote in the history of our country 
and it can be said to have been truly pioneer. 


G. W. LOWRANCE—The person whose name introduces this biography 
isu merchant well and favorably known in Thayer and the proprietor of a lead- 
ing general store in that city. He was born in Morgan county, Illinois, Jnly 
10, 1841, and William and Mary E. Lowrance were his parents, The father 
died in Mlinois in 1868 at the age of sixty-three, a member, for years, of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church and an official of its local board. The 
mother resides in Green county, Illinois, at the age of eizhty-three years(1902).. 
Siy of their eight children are living and our subject is the second bern, 

G. W. Lowrance had searee more than finished his common school edu- 
cation when he enlisted, August 4, 1861, in Company G, 59th Illinois volunteer 
infantry, fighting his first rea) battle at Pea Ridge, Arkansas. The only 
wound he received was in this engagement but it was of so alight a nature 
as not to cause him any inconvenience. The siege of Corinth followed next 
in order and then the battle of Perryville, Kentucky, where Buel turned Bragg 
and started him on the retreat, south. His next battles were Stone River, 
Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, Rock Face Ridge, Resaca 
and the others on the Atlanta campaign. After the fall of Atlanta he re- 
turned north with Pap” Thomas anh fought at Franklin and Nashville, where - 
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Hood's army was allebut annihilated. Here the fleld work of the 59th Illinois 
ended, on the east side of the Mississippi, for it was transferred to Texas und 
remained there under General Post and other commanders till hie muster out 
at Brownlield in December, 1863. THe wae discharged at Springtleld, [linwis, 
January 16, 1866, having served four years, five months and fourteen days, 
a record of active service seldom surpaseed in the annals of the civil war. 

The war over Mr. Lowrance went to furming in Dlinois and continued it 
there GIL 1570, when be eogeged in the mercantile business in Palmer, Chrie- 
tinn county. After several years in this vocation he soli his stock and return- 
ed to the farin till 1881, when he engaged in the hardware and implement 
business in Greenville, Tlinois, rnoning the same four years, when he came 
west to Vernon county, Missouri, and spent another year and a balf on the 
farin, Dispose of his real holdings there he went to Sehell City, Missonri, 
and opened a general store, such as be conducts in Thayer. ‘Two years later he 
located in Toster, Missouri, in the same business, selling out after six years and 
coming to his present location in 1892. Wherever he has been located Mr. 
Lowrance has been wn interested citizen in municipal adfatrs and has perform- 
a] whatever public service has heen required of him with fidelity and ability. 
Ifo has served on the board of education m nearly every place in which he has 
lived andl was chosen the first mayor of the new town of Foster, Missouri. 

March &, 1864, Mr, Lowrance warried Miss Mary M- Stout, a daughter of 
Charles and Belinda Stout, the latter of whom still survives at the age of 
ninety-three (1902) and resides in Greenville, Illinois, The former died at 
the age of sixty-four, Mr, Lowranee took advantage of the opportunity and 
wis married whilo at howe on @ veteran furlough, Hight children have graced 
the household of Mr, and Mrs, Lowranee. They are, H. G., partner in the 
store and postmaster at Thayer, is married to Miss Kate Russell and their 
four children are Lillian M., Lena M., Russell 0., and Mark H.; Harry W., 
who died al two years of age; Lena J., who diced at nineteon years old, the 
wife of M, 1. Russell; Arthar D., another partner in the father’s store, is 
murriod to Blanche Palmer and has ove child, Wayne; Ethel; Anna, wife of 
Dr. Murphy: Cora BE, and George C., twine, the former dying at the age of 
two years and the latter deputy postmaster of Thayer, He was born February 
20, 1880, was educated ¢hetiy im the Thayer high school and, May 3, 1898, 
enlisted in Company G—his father’s company lettor—20th Kaisas, Col. Pred 
Foneton, who won a brigadicrs elar in the mwaevlar army. The regiment 
epent six nionths in camp in San Francises drilling and otherwise preparing 
itself for efficiont service in the field. Oclober 28th ih sailed aboard the 
“Tndiana” for Manila, P. |. Three days were spent in Honoluln sight-seeing 
and the rewainder of the trip wis one long watery waste to Mama, whare the 
vessel arrived Decmmnber let. Hleven days waiting in the bay for the prepara- 
tion of quarters on shore and the regiment disembarked nnd was introduced to 
the Philippines. Tts history from this time forward till the end of its short 
but remarkable campaign in the island is a matter of pubhe record and the 
personal incidents, alone, of the privates and officers of the regiment form its 
unwritten history, On the 28th of October, 1894, the 20th Kansas wae dis- 


424 HISTONnY OF NEOSIIO COUNTY, KRANEAS, 


charged at San Francisco after a service of eighteen months. ‘They were in 
thirteen engagements, had some fatalities and made a record for during and 
bravery that startled the country and won the admiration of enlightened 
nations wverywhere. 

Mr. and Mrs, Q. W. Lowrance are members of the Methodist church in 
which he has been an officer nearly a third of a century. He is a Master Mason 
ynd hae pessed nearly all the chairs of the lodge. He east his first presidential 
vole for General Grant and is yet an ardent and enthusiastic Republican. His 
aon, H. ¢t. Lowrance, has seryed as chairman of the Republican county central 
committee for the past three years and has served on the committee for seven 
years, Tis work at organization m Neosho county contributed its full share 
toward the 24,000 jnajority for Prosident MeKinley in 1900, 


JOHN F. ROE—Occupying the position of mayor of the city of Chanute 
and being conspicuously prominent us one among its civil and political affairs 
i¢ Johu F, Roe, whose name introduces this article. He is a native son of 
Neosho county, being born on the {th of November, 1869. His parents are 
Benjamin #«, and Mary ‘Tracy Roe, of Indiana and L[ewa, respectively, who 
came to Kansas from the latter state in 1856 and settled within the territory 
of Neosho county in 1866, ‘hey first settled at Emporia between whieh point 
und Lawrence the father curried the United States mail in a very early day. 
Tle served in the state militia during the war of the rebellion and when things 
settled down after thal struggle he engaged in farming alotg the Neosho river 
in the vicinity of Krie, His wife passed away in 1898 at the age of fifty-seven 
leaving a family of six children, as follows. Wloward, of Colorado; Ida, wife 
of James M. Phelps, of Neosho county ;Joseph L,, a farmer of Neosho county, 
Kansas: John F., of this reviews Benjamin F, Jr., of Chanute and Mark, of 
he home farm. 

John F, Roo wae educuted in the distriet schools and in the state normal 
achoo! of Kansas whore he prepared himself for the profession of teaching. He 
engaged in the work at un early age and for five years he was identified with the 
aluecational work of Neosho county. He taught in Hrie and concluded his 
work in the school room as principal of the schools at St. Paul, this county, 
Ceasing to be a teacher he Recent a mnerchant, embarking in the hardware 
business in tompuny with a brether noder the firm name of J. H. Roe & 
Brother, and was thus identifier! with the mercantile interests of Erie till his 
election ns clerk of the districh court in 1802, he being the youngest at that 
time and first native of Neosho cyunty to be elected to a county office, He was 
reelected two years Inter and on the expiration of his second term he engaged 
in newspaper work ag publisher of the Chanute Blade which he sold to C. &, 
Allison in Decmuber. 1899, 

After the sale of his paper he took a course in law and has sinee been ad- 
mitted to the bar before the inferior and the supreme court of this state. In 
February, 1902, he was glected cashier of the Bank of Commerce of Chanute, 
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und =o fais since =o hud = charge) =o of) that ~— institution. In bis 
polibeal affiliations Mr Roe is «a Democrat, He overcame the sentiment 
of his county, adverse to a Democratic candidate, when he ran for mayor in 
April, 189), and so satisfactorily were the affaire of the city conducted through 
his term that two years later he was again chosen and is now finishing his 
secund term. Many important matters aye come before the mayor and 
connill of now Chanute for solution and his attitude and conduct has met with 
(he approval ot the bnsiness interests of his city. 

Oetober 30, 1895, Mr. Roe married Miss Corrie Alexander, a native of 
Neosho oounty and 9 daughter of G, W. Alexander, of Eric, The issue of this 
marriage js Maurice, an only child. Mr, Roe is a Blue Lodge and Chapter 
Mazon qn a member of the subordinate and umlorm rank of Knights of 
Pythias. He is a Workman, both in fraternity and spirit. Tis life has been 
passed in his native county and the fact that many of his warmest friends are 
numbered among those who have known him-from boyhood is a guarantee that 
his has been an Lanevabls and straightforward career, that as a public servant 
he has been prompt and reliable and that asa citizen he has been must honor- 
able and irustworthy in hie relations to his fellowmen. Ie is courteous, genial 
and popular and his acquaintances hold him in the highest regard. 


S. Ff, HODGIN—S8, F. Hodgin, who is filling the oMee of depaly sheriff 
ol Neosho county and is a capable reprusentative of the law enforcing depart- 
ment of this partion of the stata, elaims North Carolina as the state of his 
nativity, his birth having oceurred in Guilford county, November 11, 1849. 
His parents, Asa and Elizabeth (Novthan) Hocdgin, were also natives of thut 
atate mud the father there followed farming for many years, He was reared 
im the faith of the Saciety of Friends #wnd was opposed to the ordinayeo of 
rocvesion. For eighty-six yeare he travelled lite’s journey, big birth having 
oceurmal on the 4th of June, 1809. THe was genial, courteous and companion- 
able and greatly enyoyed a good joke and could tell one with sest. His wife 
passed away in L865 at the age of forty-five years, dying in the faith of the 
Methodiet church of which she had long been a consislene adherent. In their 
family were eight children; Miriam M., a retired minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal ehurch living in Sheridan, Tndiana; Clarkson, who resides on a 
farm io Hamilton county, Indiana; Mary H.. the wife of Alphens Osborny, who 
lives on a farm in Guilford county, North Carolina; Tamer, the wife of 
Robert Gilbreath, a minister wf the Methodist Episcopal church; Abbie. the 
wife of Joseph White of Henry county, Indiana; 8. F., of this review; Rufne, 
who is hying in Guilford county, North Carolina; and Nancy, the wife of 
John Osborne, also of that county. 

The common schools, such ws existed during the period of his youth, 
afforded ovr subject his educational privileges but through study at night, 
through reading, experience and observation he has largely oxtended his 
knowledge, Tle remained in his native state until 1869, when he left North 
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Cirolina and for ten monthe was employed as a farm hand in Hamilton county, 
Indiana. The following year witnessed his arrival in the Sunflower state and 
here he was employed as a farm hand and in a saw mill until his marriage. He 
then begun farming on bis own aceount and during the greater part of the 
time has carried on agricultural pursuits, althongh for a year and a half 
he was enrployed as a section hand on the railroad. He yet owns a stock farm 
itt Erie township on the west side of (he river and his labors in the fields 
result in bringing to him a gratifying degree of success. 

Mr. Hodgin has been twice married. Tle first wedded Rebecea J. Himel- 
wright and unto them were born five children. Albert, a farmer who married 
Viea Wilson; Ella E., the wile of James Lear, who resides on her father’s farm 
and by whom she has three children, Howard §., Minnie, and Miriam E.; 
Alvavetta, Who males her home with her sister Ella; Schuyler E., who is on 
a cattle ranch in Clark county, Kansas; and Leon B., who is employed on the 
sdine raneh., he mother. who was born in February, 1850, and who was an 
estimable lady, died Decenthber 27, 1885. She belonged to the Baptist church. 
On the #ist of Joly, 1900, Me. Hedyin was again married, his second mnion 
being with Miss Minnie Belle Randall. She too, is 1 member of the Baptias 
church and lilee her hushand wmjoys the warm regard of many friends. Pra- 
turnally Mr. Hodgin is connected with thy Masonic order, the Ancient Order 
of United Workimen and the Modern Woodmen of America. Tn politica he is 
indepanient, laryely supporting the men whom he thinks best qualified for the 
office, without regard for party affiliations. Te has held a number of minor 
offices. Was for two terms township elerk, hus been a member of the school 
board for nearly vighteen years and on the 8th of January, 1900, he wae ap- 
pointed to the position of deputy sheriff in whieh eapacity he is now servings, 
disvharging his dulies with absolute fearlessness and with tha utmost regard 
for the welfare of the community, Tn the different relations of life in which 
he has deen yoeed he bas ‘een esteumed fer his wpright marhood. Alwaya 
courteous and genial, he possesses » social disposition that has won him many 
frineds. 


EDWARD I. HOLLEY—From boyhood days to the present EH. L. Holley 
has been a resident of Neosho county and is familiar with the history of its 
development as it lms emerged from frontier conditions to take a leading place 
umong the counties of thie commonwealth, He has been not only o witness 
of our growth and development, but has also sided in the advancement of the 
county aud ie now engaged in merehandising in Eric as a dealer in general 
hardware and farm implements. He wis born in Togham coonty, Michigan, 
Ootohor 13, L858, hie parents being Joseph and Trene (Graves) Holley, native 
of Now York. They are now residents of Brie, ‘The feather followed farming 
throughout his business career but is new living retired, In the spring of 
18469 he come with his family to Neosho county from Whiteside county, Thi. 
nois. They lived in « small honse, ten by ten feet, with cottonwood roof, and 
the boards warped so badly that our subject could crawl out between them. 
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There was no floor and a piece of carpet hung wp served as a door, Flour sold 
for $4.50 and $5.00 per hundred and beta at 25 and 30 conts per pound, while 
other necessitiws were equally high. Our subject has gone a half mile to bor- 
row two spoonsful of flour in order to make cream gravy for company, and has 
carried wood a mile and # half in order that his mother might have fuel for her 
cooking. The father engaged in freighting from Kansas City to what was the 
Osaye Mission, now St. Paul, the trip taking three weeks, durtag which time 
no news could be received from him. He entered a claim from the government, 
making his home there until 1887, when he and his wife removed to Erie, where 
they are now living retired, at the ages of seventy-six and seventy-three vears, 
respectively. They are members of the Presbyterian church and Mr, Holley 
has held severs! township offices. In the family were three children, Frank 
Z. is a physician and druggist in Center, in the Chickasaw Nation, Indian Ter 
ritory. He married Mattie Griggs and has four children, Maud, Grace and 
Irvin, and Owen DL, the youngest, is a traveling salesman out of Kansas City, 
Missouri, is a graduate of the Fort Seott Business College, and is married to 
Cora Bardwell of Erie, Kansas. 

B. 1. Holley, the second of the family, was educated in the common schools 
and in boyhood assisted in the work of the farm, of which he later had charge. 
At the age of twenty-four, liowever. he left the farm and engaged in cleriing 
and in working in the grain trade, He then went into the grocery business 
at Walnut, Kansas, woder the firm name of Hinson & Company. After a year, 
however, he disposed of his interest und retorned to the old homestead, farming 
for two years. Ite next bean working for a butvher in Walnut and during 
that year mastered the Wusiness. In 1887 he cume to Erie, and conducted u 
meal market for seven years when ho sold out to his partuer, Mr. Miller, and 
emburkedl in his present line ae a dealer in hardware and farm ar ao 
He has three rooms, cach one hundred by bwenty-five feet, all filled with 
general hardware, buggies and farm iimplanents, and is enjoying a large and 
constantly growing frade. Heo has been engaged in the raising and breeding of 
tine stock, especially trotting horses and he is the owner of forty acres of 
farming land in this county and has an interrst in one handred and sixty acres 
of mineral land in Atkynsas. Ho las bven president of thy fair association of 
thie county, and is now its superintendent, 

Mr. Tolley was married Oetober 10, 1650, to Mies Magyie McGinnis, a 
daughter of Terrence McGinnis, » native of Ireland, and they have fo child- 
ren, Athel A. and Maurice C. Mre. Tolley is a lady of superior culture and 
refinement, who for several years cionenadlly engayred in tuaching. Our eub- 
ject and his wife, also their daughter, hold membership in the Christian 
church. He belongs to the Musonio fraternity, the Modern Woodmen of 
Ayertea and the Knighte and Ladivs of Seourity, and hia wife is ulso identifiet 
with the last named. A firm supporter of the Republican party he has 
several times been elected on its ticket to the city council Irie names hfm 
amonge ite most progressive and publie spirited men, and his efforts and labors, 
it is well known, have been potent elemonte in udvaucing the growth and up- 
building of the county along many lines of improvement. Te aleo deserves 
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great, credit, lor the sveerss he has accomplished, haying worked his way wp- 
ward from a humble financial position to one of affluence. 


JAMES L. LYEN—One of the younger element of the business men al 
Neosho county is James L. Lyen, of Chanole, who has been prominently eon- 
nected with the business inturests of the county for a dozen years past and ‘s 
well and favorably known in Southeast Kansas, Born in Jefferson county, 
this state, September 8, 1869, he is son of the late James T, Lyen, an early 
day merchant of Chanute, mention of whom is wade in an appropriate place in 
this volume, 

James L, Lyen was edueated in the ity schools of Chanute and in Law- 
Tene Busmees college al Lawrence, Kansus. Tle begun his business curser 
as bwokkeeper in the Furst National Bank of Brie where he remained three 
years, When he accepted the position of cashier of the Moran Bank, of Moran, 
hansas, and spent the same period with that concern. [He then returned to 
Chunute and organized the Bonk of Commerce of which he became cashier. 
S. W. Sturtevant, president; Mrs. Sarah A. Lyen, vice president, and Miss 
Tda M. Lyen, assistant cashier, ‘The bunk was RY at $5,000 and 
started off with a good line of deposits, the capital being later imereased to 
410,000, the deposits inereaging vorrespondingly, and was conducted under the 
original organization with good suceess till Noyember 16, 1901, when he sold 
his interest, realizing wore than #2000 per share. Mr. Lyen is a 
stockholder in several other institutions and for six vears has been treasurer of 
the board of education of the city of Chanute. 

Mr, Lyen married, October 3, 1893, Tda M. Mourning, who was born in 
Bourbon county, Kansas, and is a daughter of Samuel and Martha Mourning 
who moyed to the state about JS88 at whieh time they settled in Bourbon 
county, Kansas. They are both dead, the father dying in 1890, at the age of 
forty-five, and the mother in 1895, aged forty-eight. 

Mrs, Lyen is the eldest of theiy seven children, the others being Sinai, wife 
uf Chas, K. West, o! Bourbon county, Kansas; Belle, wife of Carl C, Althose, 
of Kansas City, Missouri; Jessie, wife of Howard DeDaven, of Bourbon 
county, Kansas; Ernest Mourning and Elmer Mourning of the same locality, 
and Edna, residing in Chanute. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyen have one son, Charles Lewis Lyen. They are both 
members of the Methodist chureh and he is a Republican in polities. 





WILL T. ALLEN—In this article we introduce the cashier of the Allen 
State Bank of Erie and a gentleman who has heen identified with Neosho 
county for the past nineteen years. He was born in Sullivan county, Indiana, 
April 7, 1856, and is the first child of Arthur Po and Josephine (Dodd) Allen 
who becaine residents of Evie, Kansas, in 18— The father was born in 
Putnam county, Indiana, January 15, 1829, and is a son of Robert N. Allen, 
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the histery of whom and his antecedents is brought out in the sketch of James 
M. Allen in this work. Arthur P. Allen passed his life as a teavher and fol- 
lowed the work in Indiana, Ulinpis and Missouri Te graduated from Ashbory 
University, now Delanw, of Greencastle, Indiana, in 1853. THe hue served as 
principal of sehwols at Shelbyville, [linois, and at Hillsboro, that: state and 
finished his career at West Plains, Missouri. Pte wae married jn 1855 and is 
the father of Will 'T’., our subject; 8. K., captain of artillery at Fork Ham- 
ton, New York harbor, and a graduate of West Point clase of 1881; Mary 
C,, wife of L. M, Beek, of Hillshoro, Ulinois; Mattie J., of Ene, Kanes; 
Arthur M., of Chanute; anid Stella, wile of Judge Geo. R. Cooper, of Aills- 
boro, llinois. . 

Will 'T. Allen received his education chiefly under the instruetion of his 
father and began business at nineteen vears of age when he entered a bank 
in Sullivan, Indiana, einee when he has devoted himself almost exelusively to 
the business. In 1883 he entered into an arrangement with James N. Allen, 
of Channte, to open a hank in Erie and the ajme year the Allen State Bank 
was opensd us a result. The inetitution was capitalized at $12,000.00 and was 
the first in the town, The two incorporators conducted its affairs till August, 
1898, when J. M. Allen sold his interest to George M. Coffman and the bank 
was incorporated under its present official name. It has always heen a sound 
and safe concern und dene an extensive and desirable business. For nearly 
twenty years Will T, Allon has had charge of the clerical and other detail work 
of the institution which bas heen a guarantee of the aeeuracy and reliability 
of its acenunts. 

Mr, Allen marrierl May 12, 1885, af Thorntown, Indiana, Miss Anna 
Waring, a daughter of John Waring, of Therntown, but now a resident of 
Brie, Kansas, Mr. and Mrs. Allen have no children. 

In polities Will Allen is 9 Republican. He has heen twice elected mayor 
of Erie and has served on its city council, He wae one of the organizera of 
the Erie Gas and Mineral Company and served as its president two years, 
and is secretary of the Building and Loan Association. 


JOEL OW. RICKEL—A representative of the industrial interests ut 
Chanute is engaged in painting aml carriage building, In his life he exen- 
plifies the true western spirit of wnterprisea and progress and he stands today 
atnong those who have justly won the American title of “self-inade man.” A 
native of Ohio, he was born in Wayne county, on the 8th of December, 1844, 
his parente being John S. and Jane (Fulks) Riskel, both of whom were 
natives of Ohio, the father following the wheelwright trade throughout lis life. 
About 1850 he removed to Koseinsce couuty, Indiana, settling on a farm which 
he made his home wotil his death, which occurred in 1856 when about thirty- 
five years of age. Flis wife passa away in 1844 nt the age of twenty-eight, In 
the family wero three children, J. TH. being the eldest, Jennie,became the wife 
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of Riehard Peak, a farmer of Shelby county, Ulinois, and Mivhael( a black- 
smith residing in Deadwood, South Dakota. :; 

To the common school seystem of his native state, J. A. Rickel is indebted 
for the cducational privileges he enjoyed in his youth. He is a young man of 
only sixteen years when, in 1861, hu joined the Union army in response to 
President Lincoln’s first call for seventy-five thousand men. He participated 
in the battles of Rich Mouttain, Greenbriar, Cheat Mountain, Stuiloh, Tulla- 
hom, Murphysboro, Perryville, Chickumanga, Resaea and Corinth. As a 
member of Company G, 24th Ohio volunteer infantry he served until June 
19, 1864, when he was honorably discharged on account of the expiration of 
his term. At Shiloh he was wounded hy being shot in the right limb and he 
still carries the rebel lead. At Cheat Mountain he sustained injurics from 
which ho has never recovered, caueed by a tree falling aeross his stomach. 
He was also wounded at Murphyshore in the right foot and on each of these 
oecasions he was dieubled for field service for two months. 

On the lth of September, 1863, he was wounded in the right side at 
Chickamauga, being strook by a pieoe of shell whinh disabled him for four 
months, during which time he was in Hospital No. 4 at Nashville, He then 
rejoined his regimont at Chatanooga and afterward went to Resaca, TTis term 
having expired he then returned to Columbus, Ohio, where he was honorably 
(fliseharwel same 19, 1864, 

Returning to Nashville, Tennessec, Mr. Rickel engaged in the restaurant: 
business and met with suceess, Ile nest removed to Vinton, Towa, and was 
engage in farming in Benton county, He purchased eighty acres of wild land 
which he improved ond which he sold ata profit. His next vonture was as u 
cobinet-naker at Florence, Lilmois, having previously learned the trade. After 
a prosperous period of three years he was taken with malarial fever and 
hoping to henefit his lealth he removed to Kansas, establishing his home in 
Wskeridge, where he engaged in the real estate and loan business, remaining at 
Uat place for ten years He next went to Topeka, where his timo and ener- 
vice were deyoted to the selling of carriages and bnggics for three years. Te 
hae visited the Gulf enast, also one hundred seaport places and numerdgus 
islunds unt the face of the globe. He also travelled in Europe and Agia ond 
to a large extent through the western hemisphere, spending four yeare in this 
way. during which time he gathered many valuable specimens of ocean life and 
acquired a comprehensive knowledge thereof. His fine collection comprieing 
more than five hundred specimens ia one of the best to be found in the entire 
country, He has recommendations from the Academy of Science in both 
Kunsns and Texas and a letter of recommendation from a man who never gave 
such a thing to a layman—Sam Jones, Pe 

Sinee “vn bo Chanute, Mr. Rickel has engaged in the painting and 
carriage building business and in this enterprise has secured a liberal pat- 
ronage. 

Tn 1870 our eubject was married te Miss Hanna FL Gorsage, and mtn 
them were born four children; Henry E., a resident of Topeka; Bert G., who 
married Daisy Herron, by whom he had one child; Joel H., who died February 


HISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS. 431 


Jf, 1001, at the age of three months; Willard, of Eskvidge, Kansas, and John 
H, of Topeka. Tn 1890 Mr. Ttickel was again married, his second union being 
witht Mury A. Hardy, a native of Towa, Mr, Rickel belongs to the Select 
Knights and Ladies of America; the American Benevolent Association, to the 
Triple Tie and to the Knights and Ladies of Security and the Grand Army 
ol! the Republic. IIe has filled all of the chairs in the G. A. R. post; has been 
commandur of three different posts and is now the adjutant of Neosho post, 
No. 129. Many offices has he filled in the other organizations, in all of which 
ho is popular and a valued representative. His political support is given the 
Republican party. A most genial and companiouable yentlanan, he has gained 
that knowledge which only travel can bring and his mind is stored with many 
Tuteresting ancedotes and incidents relating to his journeys. In his business 
affairs he has prospered and as tho years have passed he has not only steadily 
advanced m prosperity but also in the high regard of those with whom he has 
been associated, 


JOTLN W. PRAT T—Civil engineer and contraetor of Chanute is « citiaen 
whose life typities the western spiril of progress, He was born in Meigs 
rounty, Ohio, on the LOth of September, 1858, his parents being Leon and 
Elizabeth (Merrick) Pratt, dhe former a native of Pennsylvania and the 
Jatter of the Buckeye state. ‘The father was a machinist by trade and aflev- 
word serving as both locomotive and stationary engineer. In June, 1864, he 
removed from Ohio ly Indiana, settling in the southern part of that state. 
Tle afterward took up his abode in Bedford, Indiana, where bir simaining days 
were passed. He departed this lite in 188% at the age of seventy-two years and 
his wife passed away in 1899 when about fifty-seven yours. Tor a long period 
they held membership in the Christian chureh and their lives were prompted 
hy strony religious principles, waking them worthy of the highest regard of all, 
In their family were fonr children; J. W., being the eldest, Clara is the wife 
of M. R. 'Tibett, a resident of Malden, Missouri; Nina, is the wife of F. M. 
Carlton, of Bedford, Indiana, and Anna is the wite of F. K. Patterson. 

Mr. Pratt of this review was a little child when taken by his parents to 
Indiana and in the common schools of that state he acquired his early education 
which was supplemented ly study in the etate university of Bloomington, of 
that stute. He left that institution in order to acvept a poner with the 
engineering corps of a branch road of the Monon railrond system and was 
thus employed for twenty-eight months, Subseqneptly he was in the service of 
the Southern Indiana Stone company at. Bedford, with which he remained antil 
1485, when he determined to seek his homw in the west, believing that he 
might have better business opportunitive in a district where competition was 
not so great, Accordingly ho came to Chauute, Kansas, and for a time was 
engayed in contracting for buildings. Subsequently he was connected with the 
Sunita Fe railroad company for fifteon months at the end of which time the 
road went into the hands of a receiver and many of their men were laid off, 
himself among the number. Mr. Pratt then began contracting and building. 
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He built the water works plant in 1$94 and 1895 and afterward constricted 
the sewer system. Te also took a contract for the erection of the Methodist 
Episcopal ehurch, erevted many of the hest residences of the city and built both 
the Jones block and the dwelling of M. T. Jones. He also erevted fine buildings 
for Mr. Davis and others, including many of the best structures of the city, 
and they stand as monuments to his enterprise, skill and mechanical ability. 
He built the plant of the Chanute Tee and Light company and has recently 
completed the contract for the building of the plant of thy Kansas Vitrified 
Brick company, 

On the ard of February, 1881, Mr. Pratt was united in marriage with Miss 
Nunnie Price, a natice of Indiana, and a daughter of L. C. and Emily Prige, 
They have a family of four children, as follows. Charles, who was graduated 
in the Chanute high sehool with the clues of 1901; Bertha, Grace and Lara, 
From early maidenhood, Mra Pratt has been a isember of the Christian church, 
Mr, Pratt ts identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and has 
filled all of the offices of the subordinate lodge, In polities he is a Repub- 
livan and has served ws a meamber of the school board, the cause of education 
finding in him a warm friend, active in the advancement and progress of 
education here. Few men have contributed more lurgely to the progress and 
apbusing of the commanity than hae Mr, Pratt. He has platted many of tha 
additions ta Chanote aud also laid out the Elmwood cemetery and the Catholic 
cemetery. Hu is a competent architect and an enterprising business man, 
capable, prompt and reliable. Jlu carries forward to sueceseful completion 
whatever he tndertakes, brovking no obstaclo that can be overeone by honorable 
effort and he is a representative of the highest type of American manhood, be- 
longing to that class of citiwens, whe, while winnig individual success also 
largely promote the guneral prosperity. Tlonored and respected by all he 
occupies an enviable position in industrial and fiaumeial circles, not alone on 
account of the enccess hv has achieved, but also by reason of the straightlor- 
ward lnsiness policy he has ever followed. 


W. PP. WRIGHT—Ex-County Clurk W. P. Wright, whose name heads 
this brief sketeh, is one of the representative ettizens of Neosho county whose 
public acts, as well as those of his privete life, have been tried—weighed in the 
seale of public opinian—naod found net wanting. For more than thirty-three 
years he has been mimbered among the citizenship of his county and in all 
that period hus borne his share in the process of development in the material 
world in the municipality in which he has resided. 

Born in Wayne county, Indiana, October 1, 1856, Mr, Wright is a son 
of George A. and Abbie B. (Allen) Wright. both of Indiana birth, The 
father, a wagon-muker, came to Kansas in October of 1868 and entered land in 
Grant township, Neosho county. There he resided upon a farm snatched from 
the hasom of wild nature, in the foll waturity of years and in the respect and 
contidence of his fellow citizens. The seventy years of hie life have been well 
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and usefully spent, and, althongh ten years his wile’ senior, he is compara- 
tively rugged and gives promise of a much Jonger reign. Five sons and a 
daughter were born to this venerable couple, as follows, Theodore, who died at. 
twenty-one vears, is the second child; W. I’. is the first born; Louis M,., of 
(irant township, Neosho county; John 8., an engineer on a boat line from 
Seattle, Washington, to Alaska; George I2., who resides on the home farm, and 
Alvertie, still a member of the home cirele. 

The subject of this review Was educated in the public schools of Neosho 
Hounty, He taught school several terms and was later appointed to a elerkship 
in thv post office at Mric, Being elected trustee of his home township he 
entered npon his duties at the proper Hime and served as such bwo terms, His 
next position wae with the probate judge of Nvosho county in which place he 
ritnuinwd ander HF. Cary, Frank South and J. W. Anderson, each of whom 
filed the office of judge of probate, Tn 1890 he was the republican candidate 
for clerk ot the courk but was defeated although be led the Republean ticket 
that year he repeited the effort for the office In 1892 but was avain defeated 
butagein ran ahead of his tieked. In 1893 he was a candidate for county clerk 
and was elected by a majority of three hundred anid sixty votes, Te was 
reclweled ym 1895 by tive hundred majority and served in all your years. Since 
July, 1808 he has been engaged in the real estate and insurance bueinese in 
compuny with D. BE MeCleland, the firm being an able and prominent one of 
Neosho county. 

Mr. Wright has represented his lneal lodge in the counsele of the grand 
lodge Knights of Pythias. He east his maiden vote for Jas, A. Garfield for 
preatlont and has never sacrificed his primeiples for party or public favors. 
Although his record as a public official is a brilliant and wunclouded one his 
rovwon) as a private citizen eclipses even that and, after all the man as a cit- 
izen is the proper measure of a man. 


JOHN F, BARKLEY—Whien the tocain of war sounded, men from all 
ranks of life flocked to the standard of the Union, They came from the work- 
shope, the flelds, the counting houses and the offices and atlired in the nation’s 
blue, they went to the south to endure all the hardships of long campaigns, 
Among these who voluntarily fought for the preservation of the Minion was 
Captain Barkley of this review who, from the beginning of the war until ite 
clase, was found with the Union troops, faithfully performing every duty 
allotted to hin whether it was upon the pieket line or firing line and the 
sanie loyalty of citigenship has characterized his entire career and made him 
one of the representative residents of Neneho county. 

Ele was born in New Jovsey on the 7th of November, 1829, his parents 
heiny Kbenezer and Jane (Blair) Barkley. The father was a grocer in New 
York City for many years. Te served lis country in the war of 1812, par- 
liciputing in the battle of White Plains and also in an engagement on Long 
Island. Both he and his wife hold membership in the Dutch Reform churen 
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and Were consistent Christian people whose well spent lives commended them 
to the confidence and high regurd of all The father wae honored with 4 num- 
ber of local offices and was at one time an alderman of New York City. Tle 
died abowt 1842, at the age of sixty-throee years, and his wife passed away in 
1838 wt the age of fifty-iwo years. She was a lady of many rare qualities, whose 
memory is still enshrined in the hearts of those who knew her. To hor family 
she was a imosk devoted and loving wife and mother and carefully reared her 
eight children of whom our subject it now the only survivor. 

Tn the publie schools of New York City J. F. Barkley acquired his early 
education and afterward continued his studies in private schools. THe entered 
upon his husiness career ve 4 Salesman in a grocery store and when sixtoon 
years of age he went to sea on o whaling vessel which cruised for nearly three 
years before returning to New York. Ile made some money during the trip 
arr added greatly te his experience and knowledge of (he world, Te was after- 
ward tn the merchant marine service and in the coasting trade on his own 
account, beng thus employed for two yeurs, When that period had elapsed he 
returned te New York and with the capilul he had established a grocery 
store Which lve conducted for aboal ten years, secure in that time « lar 
number of pairons, whereby he annually enjoyed a good income, When the 
civil war was inangurated, however, le put aside all business and personal cou- 
siderations and responded to President Lineoln's call for seventy-five-thonsand 
men. Te was a member of the New York City militia and the regiment was 
stationed at Washington at the chain bridge neross the Potomac river. 

fu the fall of 1861, his three inonihs derm of service haying expired he 
raanlisted in dhe bth New York covaley, which regiment he had aided in organ- 
izing. He was chosen caplain of Coinpaoy C, and with his command joined 
the Army of ihe Polomar, juirkiriprting in muiny important engagements be- 
tween Washington and Richmoul. He was always found at hia post of duty and 
honor, bravery wid couraye offen inapived his men to deeds of valor, When 
hostilities had coneed and the starry banner of the Union was planted in the 
capitel of the Southern Contatleracy, he wade his way to Washington where 
he participated in the eraud review. As the volunteer troops marched through 
Pennsylvania Avenue it was a spectacle such as had never before been seen on 
the western hemisphere, indicating th wittl strngth of the repmblic and was of 
inealounble value in its moral influenee on both home and foreign officials. 

When tho war was over Captain Barkley returned to New York City and 
wis fgain engaged in merchandising there mtil he removed westward taking 
up his abode in Neosho county, Kansas, in the fall of 1875, At that time 
there was scarcely a population of five hundred people in Chanute. He estab- 
lished o grocery etore here whieh he conducted for a time and also engaged 
in buying grain and tmuarket produce, that line of business claiming much of 
bis attention. 

In 1898, Osptain Barkley wae united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth 
Skillman, a notive of New Jersey, who died July 4, 1894, at the age of fifty- 
three years, in the faith of the Presbyterian ehureh, of which she had long 
heen a devout member, By her marriage she had become the mother of five 
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children—Katie, the widow of John Hodges, by whom she had one child; 
Beasie. J. R,, who is residing in Chanute, married Mary Allen. Marian, the 
wile of the Rey. J, Ul. Bright, a Presbyterian minister of Franklin, Indiana, 
by whom she has three children; Mary, Alice and Margery, Walter, who mar- 
ried Miss Rose Raymond and resides in Wichita, Kansas and Margaret, the 
wife of Edward Henderson of Franklin, Indiana. 

Fraternally, Captain Barkley is connected with the Knights of Honor 
and is dictator of the lodge. He has served as a member of the city coun! 
of Chanute and has ever exercised his franchise perogutives in support of all 
the inessures which he believed wonld be for the general good. Ho is « citizen 
of worth and valne who looks to the possibilities of the future and labors not 
dlone for the presemt. He came to this place at an early period in its develop- 
ment and his labors have heen effective in promoting its growth and upbuilding. 


WESLEY WILKINS ROYSTER, of Chanute, has won a comfortable 
competenve through well directed business offorts, as a merchant and farmer. 
He was baru in Henderson county, Kentucky, June 24, 1884, his parents being 
William and Elizaheth H, (Nerman) Royster, the former a native of Vir- 
ginia and the latter of North Carolina, ‘I'he father was a farmer by occupation 
und spent the greater part of his life in Kentacky where he owned a large 
tract of land which he operated successfully. He had many slayes which were 
From by the emancipation proclamation. His death occurred in 1897 when he 
was cighty-nine years of age and his wile passed away at the age of seventy-two. 
Both were devoted members of the Methodist Mpiseopal elnirch, south, and 
were active and earnest in ite work. In the family were twelve children of 
whom four sous aud a daoghter are yer living, the aldest being W. W. Royster 
of this review. ‘Che other children were as follows. J, C., who was killed in 
the battle of Shiloh ak the age of twenty-five years; William E., who resides in 
Corydon county, Kentucky: George, who died at the age of twenty years; 
Irons F., who died in the army near Hiclooan, Kentucky; Dr. Leander A., 
decetstil; Eliza F., the wile of J, W. Cooper, of Smithsmills, Kentucky; Jolin 
N., who departed this life af the age of thirty-five years; James H., of Cairo, 
Kentucky; one who died unnamed, and L. C., 6 physician of Smithsmills, 
Kentuely. | 

Jy an oll log echool house, W. W. Tloyster acquired his education and the 
work to which he was reared he followed for many years being closely associ- 
ated with agricultural interests. Te remained in Kentucky unlil 1875 and 
then came to Kansas, settling in Chanute. For a year he was engaged in 
farming and in July, 1874, he became connected with the grain trade in 
Chanute, being the first grain merchant of this plaice. He was the senior pari- 
ner of the firm of Royster & Dildine, an association that was maintained for 
four years, when our subject purchased hie partner’s interest and continued 
alone until about 1893, since which time he has lived retired. Twice he 
suffered serious loss having two elevatora destroyed by fire, the former being 
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a loss of ten thousand dollars and the latter of twenty-five thousand dollars, 
With courageous spirit and strong determination, however, he continued his 
work and us the years have passert he has won a position among the substantial 
citizens of his community. 

In October, 1862. in Kentucky was celebrated the marriage which united 
the destinies of Mr. Royster and Miss Sallie E. Locke, a native of Kentucky 
and a daughter of John W., and Elizabeth (Eakin) Locke, in whose family 
were fourteen children, Mrs. Royster being one of four surviving members 
by hor marriage she became the mother of six children—Hanna B., the wife 
of Wm. H. Cady of Angusta, Kansas, who have four children; Walter W.. 
Lizzie, Nel CL, and Lillie. William E., Superintendent of Chanute echools. 
Kliva, wife of J, B, Edwards of Mays, Kansas, who have one child, Lee; John 
H., M, D., of Wanetta, Oklahoma, who married Mary Jane LaRue, and two 
children have passed away, ‘The wife and mother, who was a faithful member 
of the Presbyterian ehureh died Deeemlua 16, 1897. On the &nd of March, 
1890, Mr, Royeler was again marrivd, his second wniion being with Margery I, 
Lovke, nso a native of Kentucky and a sistur of his former wite. The other 
living membors of the family are John W. Loeke, of Evie, Mary J., and Bliza- 
beth, the wife of R. L. Cates. 

Formerly Mr, Royster was a member of the Masonic fraternity, He be- 
longs tu the Knights of Honor, the Select Knights and the United Workinen 
and the Sons and Daughters of Justice, ad his wife is a member of the last 
named. Tle has witnessel much of the growth and development of this por- 
tien of the state and is highly esteemed and valued as a citizen and pioneer, 
The Roysters are now and ever lave been Demoerats, as ie the subject of our 
eketeh. 


DR. GEORGE H. BROWN, M, D.—Applied ethies of the ancient and 
honorable profession of mudicine insists apon the strictest adherence to a pro- 
fessiinal hearing, the modesty and dignity of which are its distinguishing 
characteristics. Those rapresentatives of the profession who reeounize this 
principle constitute the sammiu bowen of the medical farternity and ib ‘s 
this eluss of inedieal men who are worthy to engaye the serious attention of a 
busy posterity. In this connection we wish to introduee a gentleman whose 
position as a loader of the profession in Chanute is widely recognized, Dr, 
George TL Brown, whose history embraces more than a third of a century as 
connected with both Neosho and Wilson connties. 

Dr. Brown was bern in Ontario eagnty. New York, May 21, 1845, and is 
a son of George and Angeline M. (Bramhall) Brown, both parents native New 
York people. The father wae a farmer, as well as a breeder and grower of 
fine sheep, and the agricultural reports of New York and of Kansas, to which 
state he afterward moved, compliment him highly apon the prominence and 
distinction he attained in thie special line, He settled in Kansas in 1868 when 
he located in Wilson county where he died in the seventy-first year of his age. 
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His wife, who was a life-long member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
Hied at the age of sixty-ciyht years m Chanute, Kansas. Their family con- 
siete! of five childven, three sons and two daughters, four of which family 
2til] survive. 

The primary education of our suljject was acquired in the public schools 
of his native state, Ile was a pupil in the Geneva schools and in Eastman’s 
imsiness college al Poughkwepsin where be was graduated in 1863. THis edaca- 
tion completed, the dovtor began the serious business of life as an associate 
of an unele, J. EH. Bramhall, at Chariton, Iowa, to which point the former 
proceeded svon alter he left school, Barmhall & Dennis were engaged im the 
anutieture of furm dinplements at Chariton and or subject was an employe 
of this firm for a period of three years. Severing his connection with the 
firm and desiring to be near lus parents in the new country of Southern Kan- 
wuz, he came to Wilson county in 1870 and entered no claim adjoining his 
father’s farm im Colfax township. Fir some three years he remained there o 
farmer bat in the epring of Is7d he took up his residence in the new town 
of Chanote, where it has since remained, In 1861 Dr, Brown lost o limb and 
by this accident having his attention forcibly directed to the necessity of select- 
ing a calling in which this misfortune would be af least hindrance, he selected 
the profession of medicine, for which he also had seme natural inclination, and 
Hanvdiotely began reading under Dr, Potter, of Geneva, N.Y. He continued 
his preparation for the practive through the succeeding years, following other - 
pursuits. however, in the meantime, ap to the date of lis looating at Chanute. 
In the olden time it was the oustom for medical stidonte to engage tn avtual 
practive while pursuing their course of reading ond this custom was yet in 
vogue when Dr. Brown was a medical student. He adyaneed the more rapidly 
towaril the final completion of his eourse hy the apphestion of his theories in 
avtual practice and fell so readily and suceessfully into the work that 1t was 
not until 1885 that he relinquished it long enough to take a course of lectures 
in the medical department of the Kansas anivyersity where he graduated in the 
Class of 1886, receiving one of the prises offered by that institution for ex- 
oellence in obstetrics. 

Resuming the pxactice of medicine after his graduation Dr. Brown rose 
tapidly toward a position of eminence in his profession. He was uppomnted in 
1886 surgeon for the Missouri, Kansas and Texas railway at this point, his 
(ivision being the Parsonsmporia branch of the system. He has been iden- 
tified with the International Railway Surgeons’ Association for many years 
and has served as health officer of both Neosho county and the city of Cliuinute. 
Diving President Cleveland's administvation, although a Republican, he was 
appointed a ancamber of the board of pension examimers and succeeded himeelf 
by re-appoiutinent mider President McKinley, Wherever he has resided he 
lias served the poople in an elective olfiee, being the first clerk of Colfux town- 
ship—wheu «farmer in Wilson county—and haying boon twice elected as its 
trustee. Te lwe served the city of Chanute three times as its chief executive, 
and while mayer his achninistrations were characterized by practical, common 
sense methods of bosinces, and by a spirit of progress. 
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In many of the fraternal bedies Dr, Brown holds prominent membership 
and official relations, He was one of the first Workmen of Chanute; was for 
seventeen years examiner for the local lodge and in February, 1900, was 
elected grand medical direetor of the order for the state of Kansas and again 
mm 101. He is an Odd Fellow and a Pythian Knight, and his wife is past 
grand chief of the Rathbone Sisters of Kansas, LHe has represented the Cha- 
nute lodge of Knights of Pythias in the state grand lodge of the order and the 
same is true of him with referenee to the L. 0. O, F. Both he and his wife 
hold membership in the order of Knights and Ladies of Security, in the Sons 
and Daughters of Justice, aml he is himself a Seleet Knight. 

July 3, 1874. Dr, Brown was united in marriage with Miss Ida M, ‘Taleott, 
a native of the state of Illinois and a daughter of Albert and Rhoda Talcott, 
natives of the Old Bay state. Mrs. Brown was an active member of the Meth- 
odist church and died at Chanute, Kansas, October 29, 1891, as she had lived, 
an earnest Christian woman, Wer three chililren are William H., who is with 
the lola Portland Cement Co.. at Tolu, Kansas, and is married to Stella 
Walker; Albert P., agent of the American Express company at Chanute, and 
Ralph PP. July 2, 1803, Dr. Brown married Airs. Mary A. (Talcott) Reed, 
who, With himself and children, is a consistent member of the Wpiscopal chureh 
m Chanute. 

Politics has had some attractions for the subject of this review. He start- 
ed out a Republican and he has come down through the somewhat chaotic 
condition of American polities for a third of a century an adyocate of the 
a tag of the party of Fremont, Lincoln, Blaine, Harrison and McKinley. 

fis first presidential yote was cast for U. 8. Grant and the virtues of con- 
sisteney has marked his political acts with the same indelible imprint that it 
has his social and epiritual ones, In his chosen calling, where advancement 
can not be won save through individual merit, he has attained an enviable 
position as one of the most capable and successful of practitioners. 








HON JOHN M, DUNSMORK—Thayer. Neosho county, is the abiding 
place of a Kansne lawyer who beeame w distinguighed political lender durin 
the age of political reformation im this etate. He camo to the state in 1870 an 
hia coftemporarios will have reason fo reonll his achievements for his fame 
ian written across the pages of our “Session Lawe”* and his belt bears the 
political cvalps of soma of the “okL war horses.” A sincere history of Kansas 
politics during the ten yours in which ite leaders wore not raising corn would 
reveal the subjoct of this ekulch to have been u shining mark and a factor 
to be reckoned with in all political movements, He was in if all, sat next to 
the throne and was all buf the oceupant thereof when political victories were 
vibratory und when “spoils melend of principles” seemed to sway. He had 
nuase to the temple, and, for a time carried the key te that sacred place and 
thereby controled the character of the adovissions thereto. As a “war necessity” 
things were done which caused wounds and bruises which time, as an universal 
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mollifier, has healed and J. M. Dunsmore is today regarded as a foeman 
worthy of any one’s steel. 

Mr. Dunsmore is a native of that state which has produced more presi- 
dents and more statesmen than any other, except the Old Dominion—Ohio. 
He was born in Cincinnati April 25, 1844, and was a son of Robert W. and 
Killen (Roche) Dunsmore, the father of Deleware birth—born in 1815—and 
the mother born in 1826 in Baltimore, Maryland. He is the oldest of four 
children and acquired his education in the publie schools of Baltimore and 





HON. JOHN M, DUNSMORBDB. 


Philadelphia, and, after the war, took special courses the more thoroughly to 
equip himself for the duties of life. His father was a mechanic, a builder 
of locomotives, cotton mill machinery and printing presses, but the son seemed 
to have no inclination toward mechanics. The father was a soldier of two 
wars, the Florida Indian war and the war of the rebellion. Enlisting for 
service in the civil war Robert W. Dunsmore became a bugler in Company K, 
7th Pennsylvania eavalry and was with Buel on his retreat from Tennessee. 
He is among the missing of the war. His son, our subject, enlisted March 2, 
1862, in Company F, afterward transferred to Company HE, 110th Pennsyl- 
vania volunteer infantry, as a private. He served under General Shields in the 
valley of Virginia, and afterward in the third and second army corps. At 
the time of his discharge he was serving in the Army of the Potomac. He 
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took part in the battle of Winchester, March 23, 1862; Port Republic June th; 
Cclur Mountam August Oth, ond, the same day, he was captured while on a 
(letail reconnoitering the enemy’s line, and on the 12th of the month reached 
“Libby” a prizoner of war, He served time in Belle Island prison, as well as 
Libby, and wae exchanged in time to lake part in the battle of Fredericks 
bury in December, 182, Following this came Chaneellorsyille, May 2nd and 
Sed, 1665, and Gettysburg the 2nd and 3rd of Jaly following; then the cam- 
piign of the Wilderness, with the third division, Haneock’s corps, from May 
ath to Vth: Spottsvivania on the 12th and Cold Flarbor on the 1st day of 
Junv. The siege of Petershury from the night of the 15th of June to October 
wrth, and the hattle of [Tateher’s Rum, and at this point Mr. Dunsmore was 
wounded, He was diseharged Muy 3, 1865, eight days after the celebration of 
his twenty-first birthday, In all, his service covered) a period of three years, 
two months and one day, an era of netive and hazardous warfare for a bey. 
In 1889, when his regimental momiment was to be docicated on the field at 
Gettysburg, le was invited to deliver the oration of dedication, which he did. 
thus having the honor rarely conferred upon a private soldier. 

After the war Mr. Donsmore learned telegraphy and became an operator. 
His student diye after the war inclnded a course of stady in the Quaker City 
collage af Philadalphia and in the Muryland Institute at Baltimore. When he 
had wolton his bewrings ona loention to he permanent, Kansas was his objective 
points He wae first stationed, with the I. Tl. & G. railway, at Jola, and was 
transferred to their office at Lawrence. Tn Jnme, 1871, he took charge of their 
tation as operator and ticket agent at Thaver where he remained fill his 
admission to the bar, He read Jaw as hie duties to the company permitted and 
on the 8th day of Angust, 1872, he was made and hemsed an altorney at 
law. Just ten years after his first day in Libby prison he began tho practice 
of law. He has since maintained his home in Thayer and has been identified 
with her business and somal intervsts. 

In this artiely an effort is made to record, in brief, the life work of an 
uniqne and conspicuous eharneter, [t is nok our province to recite the causes 
which have moved hin or to explain motives which hava actnated him bat 
merely to relate incidents of his life. Tn nethmg has Mr. Donsmore heen co 
promiment o figure as i Kaness politics. Like the majority of Kansas settlers 
he came to ita Repoblicun and was a member of the state convention of that 
party in JAT2, and was a meambur of its commilte on resolutions. Tn 1880 he 
reveived the Republican nomination for eminty attorney of Neosho county, 
but was defented hy six votes. Im 1882 he was elected to the state legislature 
and served in the rewuler session of 1389 and in the extra session in 1884. He 
was elected se au Republican and served a portion of his term in (the “Repub- 
lican side” of the house and the remainder of it on the “Democratic side.” The 
paseage of the “Huskoll Tariff Bill” in 1883 is named as the canse of his 

olitiva) conversion. THe heeame at onee prominent as a leader in the party 
i was trained to fight. Tle was sent as a delegate to the 3rd district con- 
eressiona!l Democratic convention and was chosen chairman of it, In 1888 he 
was nominated for state senator and resigned from the ticket before the 
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election, ‘'wo years later he was chairman of the committee on resolutions of 
the Denigeratic convention which endorsed the congressional candidate of the 
Farmers Allianee—“Ben” Clover, who was elected. In 1892 he was nomin- 
aled by the Democrats and the Populists for representative and was elected 
and was one of the most prominent. participants in “the legislative war” of 
1893, He was chosen speaker of the Populist house, better known as the 
“Dunsmore house.” In 1897 he waa chosen by the Populist house of represent- 
atives sergeant ot arme of that body. Ue was chairman of the Populist state 
convention which renominated Lewelling and his asaociate state officers. This 
convention pledged the party to the support of the “Woman's Suffrage Amend- 
ment” to the constitution, resulting in the loss of the Demorratic vote at the 
polls und the defeat of the ticket: Mr. Dunsmore was himself a candidate for 
for reelection, but the same power that defeated tho state ticket worked his 
destruction alse. Ho was hel responsible for the action of the convention in 
loading the platform down with such “rubbish” as the proposed amendment 
hecause Te was chairman of that body and his Democratice—and some of his 
Populiste-friends deserted him. 

During the Spanish-American war Mr. Dunsmore supported the policy 
of the national administration on all war questions. He has heen more or |ese 
active in polities for a quarter of a century in state and county as well as 
interest] in all matters that seemed to him experdient for the general welfare 
of the people. He is an expansionist and for this tason supported the eandi- 
dacy of President McKinley for reelection in 1900, He dedicated, politically, 
the new auditorium in Topeka, in 1900 by delivering the first addrees therein. 
He has served lis town as city attorney and city clerk for twenty-two years 
and in the spring election of 1900 wae chosen mayor, He is an active member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic and is its past chief mustering officer of 
Kansns, 

January 15, 1875, Mr. Dunsmore was married to Miss Minnie M, Dayis, 
a native of Hancock county, [lmois and a daughter of the late Harlem and 
Sarah (Price) Davis. of Wilson county, Kansas, 'The children of thie woiom 
are Mimie KE. and Morgan H., deceased, amd Helen M., Mifie M.. Blanche C., 
Oscar D, and Marjorie G. 


SO 


WILLIAM H. POST—The subject of this review is the resident manager 
und one of the partners in the Leidigh & Houston Liwnber company of Thayer. 
He has been a citiam of Kanais since a boy of fifteen years and his acquaint- 
waned in the eoutheastern portion thereof! makes hita one of the most widely 
known men of Neosho county, He was born in Weshtena county, Michigan, 
Febroary 26, 1854, and his parents resided m Wisconsin for twelve years be 
fore their advent to Kansas in 1869, He isa son of John and Mariel ( North- 
rup) Post, born i New York estate. The father was a baptist ininister and it 
was he who preached the first sermon in the new town of Thayer, Es work 
in behalf of the church made him widely known in Southeastern Kansas. He 
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ied in 1577 wl about sixty years of age and, at eighty-one years old, his widow 
is an honored resident of Thayer, Kansas. 

Rev. John Post was a son of Rey. Jonathan Post, also a Baptist minister, 
the scene Of whose active carcer oceurred in the state of New York. He was 
of the sewinth generation removed from Stephen Post, one of the Puritan emi- 
vratts of 1644 who settled in the Connecticut colony, 

William H, Post ls the third of seven ehildven, three of whom survive, vis. 
Anson C., of Winfield, Kansas; Carey N., of Arkansas City, Kansas, and the 
subject of this article. ‘The latter was educated in the country schools af 
Wisconsin and, after his schools clused. devoted his time to the worl of the 
farm. Ile was absent in the Northwest from 1875 to 1882, taking a trip to 
California and winding up in Montana where he was engaged in railroading 
and in furnishing ties for the Northern Pacific railroad. In 1884 he gave up 
the farm as an active uctial factor in that business and in May of that years 
chgaged in the himber business, For ten years he conducted the business in 
lis own uame and if was then consolidated with Leidigh & Houston and took 
their mune, It is the only yard in Thuyer and, of course, does the business 
of the vicinity, 

Mr. Post was married July 8, 1886, to Miss Florenee Higgins, an Illinois 
lady and « daughter of the late George Higgms. An only ehild, Carl John 
Post, is the result of this union, 

fn this brief article te recorder a fuw of the important incidents of lives 
that have influenced the generations of Neosho county as much as any other. 
‘The father, a disciple of the troe way, leading and inetructing the scattered 
sottlers in the Word and drawing them to him as the needle is drawn toward 
the magnetic center, This memory will never perish but will be written in 
characters of adamant over the lives and the suceessors of his eotemporaries, 
Tho integrity of the father was transmitted to the son. <A life of activity 
from boyhood in the community where he came to maturity marke him a 
worthy son and » faithful citizen, The confidence of the community is repased 
in him ond his last act would be ite violation. The “Post” school house near 
Thaver, was a name conferred in lonor of the family and serves to indicate 
the eatewm in which the pioneers held its worthy head. 

W. TT. Post iz essentially a man of business. Nothing trivial or frivolona 
attracts him and ny makeshtlt is substituted for a genuine transaction of arty 
kind. He is bound te ne erewl ar party and, uside from the Modern Wood- 
mon, bie lamily cirele is the only society to which he acknowledges fealty. 


JAMES W. FERGUSON, M. D.—LDoctor Ferguson has owned Thayer 
as lis home sinee 1888 hat has been identified with Neosho county ten yeare 
longer. Te first settled in the state at Galesburg and practiced medicine there 
len vears, seeking, then, the larger field at Thayer. He is a native son of Ohio, 
horn in Fayette county, January 6, 1848. His parents were Daniel and 
Delousiana (TTolnies) Ferguson, both of West Virginia birth. The father was 
born in L809 wad, in L880, moved inte Ohio where he continned his occupation 
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asafarmner. He came to Kanaas and purchased a farm in Centerville township 
Neosho county, in 1887 and resided upon this till his death #t the age of 
seventy-two yours. Hix wife was born in 1813 and died at the age of eighty- 
two. She united with the church in early girlhood and was a devoted Christian 
woinan, always having a working place in the congregation and living an 
example of Christian character and fortitude. Her husband and herself were 
members of the Baptist demonination in which he was an elder for a generation 
and. for which he frejuently filled the local pulpit. He was widely known 
wherever he lived and when he passed away the community felt it a personal 
loss. “Their seven cloldren reside in Ohio, Oklahoma ane! Kansas and are men 
wid women af high character and personal integrity. 

Dr. Ferguson was the youngest child of the family and acquired his school 
training tm youth in the graded schools at Washington Court Huuse, Ohio. 
Ho took up the study of medicine with his brather, Dr, H. L, Ferguson, of 
Stoutsville, Ohio, and when he left his old prevepter it was to enter the Star- 
ling Medical enllege at Columbus, Ohio. He was a student there during the 
winters of 1872 and 1873, sraduating the latter year and beginning actual 
practice the Ist of March, that year, at Gibsonyille, Ohio. After remaining 
there one and a half years he went to Waterloo, in his native county, whers 
he practiced witil he came to Kansas in 1878. THe represents the “Old School” 
of medicine and his practice has been of a general character throughout his 
career, In 1900 he mel with a serious loss in the destruction of his library 
and other valuable adjunels tu his practice (the accumulation of years) by 
fire, lis first surious misfortune in his twenty-seven years’ practice, He 
served as county coroner wd health officer of Neosho county one year, in L891. 

Doctor Ferguson was niarrivd in 1868 to Miss Susan Reedy, an Ohio lady, 
woth a danghter of Samucl Reedy, a resident of Colombus. ‘The issue of 
this marriage is four children, via, Edgar G., who is married to Ivy Tar, and 
has one chill, Neva; Charles K., a traveling salesman and married to Nelbe 
Lytle whose two ehildren are Hazel and Frank: Maggie Dell, wife of George 
Washmyton: and Alta M., wife of Albert H. Reinhart, with two children, 
James and Kya, | 

The Methodist church of Thayer ackuowledyes Dr. and Mre. Ferguson 
as among iis cousistont and active members. He isa Mason, sat “in the east” 
four years, hae filled all the stations of fhe lodge and delegate to the state 
vrand lode. 


LOWEN A. STALL—One of the well known men of Thayer and a promi- 
nent hardware, Unplement and grain merchant of that place in Loren A, 
Stall, of this review. Tu is a son of one of thw onrly settlers of Neosho county 
and has resided within its lumits since L870. 

Mr. Stal! was born in Noble county, Indiana, October 16, 1857, and 18 a 
son of the honored and highly esteemed citixen, the late John Stall. The latter 
married Louisa Weimner—tike himself, a native of Pennsylyatia—and was the 
father of Almira, wile of G. B. Qole, of Berkely, California; David W., of 
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Noosho county; Mattie A., who married N. D, Hurdy, of Marris, Oregons 
Loren A., and Charles W., of Los Angeles, Californis. 


Johu Stall was born in Pennsylvania, reared in Ohio and on coming tu 
years of maturity took up the occupation of a farmer and continued it in 
Indiana and Kansas with a satisfactory dewree of suceess. He was a son 
of David and Julia Stall, who were natives of Franklin county, Pennsylvania, 
whence they moyed to Stark county, Ohio. In 1852 John Stall left Ohio and 
located in Noble county, Indiana, where he lived till 1870 when he eaime on 
to Kansas and settle! in section 5, in Shiloh township, Neosho county, passing 
across what is now the site of Thayer about three weeks before the town wus 
“laid out,” It was the 21st of October when he passed ovur the townsite and 
went immediately to the site of his fuhure home, which he entered from the 
government. Some years later he porehasad an adjoiming tract of one hundred 
ond sixty aeres and the half section constituted the family abiding plnce 
While the children were growing wp. The improvamente of the farm were 
substantial and toportant—larce dwelling, raomy barn and extensive orchard 
—auid all the surroundings showed the cure of u progressive, thrifty and 
systematic ewner. Upon this farm John Stall died August 23, 1889, aged 
sixty years wand dwenty-three days. He was not » member of any sectarian 
hodky but for thirky-live years he pracheced the teachings of Freemasonry. He 
wae ane of the active anc influential Republicans of Neosho county. He did 
much foward promoting the interests of thot party and waa the recipient of 
is favors on the oewasion of his election, in A76, to represent his county in the 
lower howse of the state legislature. He was seldom absent from a county 
convention and came ta he quite a frequent attendant wpon state Republican 
conventions. He teak a prominent part in the extended and most important 
litigation of the settlers against the T, L. & G. railway for possession of much 
“disputed land’? lying in Noashe county, and ueed his influence alwaye in he- 
half af the settlers and their tuterests, [np all his relations to his neighbors and 
friends he showed himsell to be a man of unusual integrity and of rare ore 
fililies, To know him was to respect and vstecn Lim and to be assured of lite 
(riendship was an honor to be sought and cherished, His widow resides tn 
Thayer at seventy-three years of age (1902) and is passing the evening of life 
in the confidence and esteem of a wide acquaintance. 

Loren A, Stall was educated in the district schovls of Neble county, 
Indiana, and of Thayer, Kansas. Beginning lif as a farmer he assisted 
his father on the farm till the latter’s death and, for two years afterward, 
wae a guiding factor in ite operation. Im 1891 he engaged m the hardware 
business in Thaver with Homer J. Hendricks, of Tola, and remained with him 
five years. THe then bought the interest of his partner and hus since conducted 
the business in his own mame. THis pluce is one of the important enterprises oT 
the town and enjoys, anuetlly. a large and ever increasing trade, 

May #, 1895, Mr, Stall married Carrie M, Moore, nn Indiana lady and a 
laughter of Jaceh R. and Sara BE. Moore, Logan Stall is the only child of 
this marriage. In ohurch matters his family leanings are toward the Presby- 
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terians, to whieh Mrs, Stall belongs, and in polities Mr. Stall is a Populist. He 
is One of the progressive and enterprising men of Thayer, doing a loyal cit- 
vain’? part, always, toward the welfare of the town. 


ARTHUR LODGE—The strength of character, resolute purpose and 
laudable ambition which have formed the salient characteristics in the ewreer 
of Arthue Lodge hove won for him success. He was formerly identified with 
inerchandismy and with agricultural puracits, but is now ving retired in 
Erie, He was born on Prinwe Mdward's Island, September 2, 1852, his parents 
heing Kdmund and Ann (Bows) Lodge, both natives of Ragland. The father 
was A farmer and survuyor. He removed to New Albany, Indiana about 1840 
and there engaged in tenining. He had a number of draft wagona in addition 
to moving houses and machinery. Later he took up his abode at Oil Creek, 
Indiana, and purchased a farm, which he cultivated until 1870 when he came 
to Kansas, his death acewrving here on the 7th of July, 1872, when he was 
sixty-four years of age. Both he and his wife were members of the Methodist 
charch. Her death occurred in 1870. In the family were the following 
children, Arthur, onr subject; William, deceased; MTonry, of Erie; Tlizabeth 
R.; Anna, deceased; Edmund, of Texas; Melissa, and Jennic, deceased. 

In the achools of New Albany, Indiana, Mr. Lodge, of thie review, pur- 
anu his olucution and later he learned the meohanie’s trade in the Pheonix 
foundry of that place. He afterward was employed as an engineer on the 
Ohio aud Miesissippt rivera, before, during and after the war. He was in the 
United States service on the dispatch haat Brawn, whieh was employed as a 
tow beat, After leaving the river he went to Evansville, Indtana, where he 
munaved in the hardware business for about two years. Fle then rested for 
o lime and im 1870 he tool up his abode in Neosho county, Kansas, where 
he purehased two squatters’ quarters and also bought land in Erie. In 1871 he 
made his permanent location in this county and in connection with his brother 
he engaged in merchandising for fourteen years. On the expiration of that 
period he sold out and built the water mill on Nensho river. operating it. for 
seven years. He afterward engaged in speculating in Jand and later eatablish- 
ed the Kansas Milling Company, composed of Mr, Lodge, William Dutton, 
James Feltz and George Tome, At a later date Wr. Lodge traded luis interest 
for land and teday he owne three hundred and thirty acres which is rented. 

Mr. Lodge was married June 22, L871, to Tulia ©. Vallette, a native of 
Alton, Illinois, and 4 daughter of Syria and Deborah Vallette, Tier father 
died in 1859 we the aye of filly-one years, He was a millwright by trade, 
following that pursuit for many years, Tis wife passed away in 1883 at the 
age of seventy-eight years. ‘Chey were both consistent and faithful members 
of the Methodist Mpiscopal charch and Mrs. Vallette’s father, Samuel Dela- 
plane, was local minister of that chureh. Unto the parents of Mre Vallette 
were born six children. Ann, who died al the age of fifteen years; Harriet. the 
widow of Edwin Anderson Rice, of Erie: Urana T., the wife of Joseph Stant- 
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per, of Illinois; Mary E.. the deceased wife of Dr. J, HU. Light: Mrs, Julia 
C. Lodge; and John W,, new deceased, ‘lhe marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Lodge 
has bean blessed with eight children, De. Athens V., of Savenburg, who mar- 
ried Dassiv M. Gabriel, by whom he has one child—Julia; Margaret; Liazie L., 
who died at the age of twenty-one yours after praduating from the high school 
of Erje; Ella, who died at the aye of two years and seven months; Lacinds, 
who diel at the age of six months; William FH., a clerk in the Bank of Eris; 
Henrietta, Henry L.. and Kidmund F. The parents are members of the 
Methodist Mypiseopul church of whieh Mr. Lodge has served as a trastee for 
rwenty-five years He belonys to the Masonie fraternity mut in polities is a 
Republican, His persunulity is ploasing one for he is genial in manner and 
kindly in disposition: his speinl qualities tive won him any friends and he 
1S ivld in Niele wei throughont his adopted wounty. 


BK. PL BU RRIS—Neoshe vounty is fortunate in that her offices are filled 
with Peliahle en, whe seele rather to promote the general good than to gain 
2elf agerandizenent, bP. Burris is filling the position of register of deeds 
und well merits the confidenoe paul trust reposed in hime by lis fellow eountry- 
nen who elected him to office, He was born in Nicholas county, Kentucky, 
Ovlober 22, 1806. His lather John G. Borris, was a native of the same state 
and for some time coyaged in yenernl aerehandising at Headquarters. He 
also filled the office of postmaster at that place during President Lineoln’s ad- 
ininistration. Ja the yuar 1878 he emigrated wesbward to the Sunflower state, 
taking up his abode in Big Creek township, Neosho county, where he followed 
farming until his death, which occurred in February, 1881, when he was fifty- 
two yours of uge, In his native atate he had served as county assessor of 
Nicholas county and held other official! positions. In the Masonic fraternity 
he attained the thirty-seeund degree and of the Methodist churel he was long 
a daithtul member, his honw being ulwaye open for the reception of the itinis- 
fers who visited his locality. Hi married Suan A. Fineh, also a native of 
Kentucky. She still survives lim and makes her home with her son, Emmett 
P. Burris in Brie. She teo has been a long (nithTul member of the Methodist 
ehureh, In the fumnily are seven chuldren., Lillian C., of Idaho, who married 
Miss Alice Belton and las two daughters; Everett M., now dead, who mar- 
ried Naney Thorp and has one child—Mareny T.: Ernest C., uw railroad man of 
Chanute, who married Fanwie Hill nud has two sons—William Everett and 
Chester: Emmett P., of this review; Leon P., of Boise City, Idaho; Frank B., 
of Chunule, who married Lizzie Hedrick and has two daughters—Gladys and 
Marie; and Luey P., who is a graduate of the Chanute high school and 1s 
woiting as depoty for hur brother in the register’s office, 

In the eonnnon schools of Nentucky und Kansas Emmett P. Burris was 
educated, and afterward worked on the home farm until 1888, when he aceept- 
ed a clerkship in Chanute, there remaining until the Ist of January, 1900, At 
the Novemnher election of 1899 he was chosen register of deeds and since the 
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Sth of January, 1900, has filled the office, his administration beg satisfactory 
to all eonoerned. THe was also a member of the city council of Chanute for one 
tarm but resigned to become register, His political support is given the Dam- 
oeracy and he firmly adheres to its principles, 

Mr, Burris belongs to both the Jodge and uniform rank of the Knights 
of Pythins franternity and hae filled all of the offices of the order. Te is like- 
wise & popular member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Modern 
Woodmen of America, and the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. In 
manner le is jovial and genial aod he has the highest regard of many warm 
friends thorughout Neosho county, Tis public record is one above reproach 
‘nd bis loyalty to his duty ie widely acknowlerdgerl. 


A. ig. BARDWELL—Aaron G. Bardwell is a retired farmer of Hrie, 
Kansas, who by wiany years of close association with agricullaral interests, won 
a competonce that now enables him to rest from his labors. He was born in 
Wyoming county, Pennsylvania. in 1834, a son of Silas and Mahala (Ball) 
Bardwell, the former a native of Petinsylvania and the lntter of Vermont. ‘The 
father was a farmer and followed that pursuit throagheut his entire life. In 
1855 le removed to Lasalle connty, linois, where he made his home pntil 
his death whieh oecurred in 1861 when he was sixty-five vears of age. His wile 
died in 1867 also at the aye of sixty-five. They were devout and consistent 
menmbers of the Methodist Episcopal ehureh. Our subject was the third wn 
order of birth of their eleven children, five of whom are yet living, namely, 
Aaron G., of this article: Nelson AL; Silas W., who resides at Great Bend, 
Kansas; Catherine, the wife of George Greer of Denver, Colorado; and Zacha- 
rink of Hutehimeson, Kansas, Those who huve pussed away are Lovina, the wife 
of Willian Barker; Daniel; Trene, the wife of Christopher Osborn; Lydia, the 
wife of Willimin Julian; Charles, and Helen. 

Upon the old farm Mr, Bardwell, of this review, was reared and remained 
nutil August, 1862, when he enlisted in the 104th Illinois infantry of which he 
became orderly sergeant. Ie was in the Kentucky campaign and at the battle 
of Hartsville wae on detail duty. At Gallatin, being taken U1 he was sent 
home, it was thought to die, but he rvsovered and rejoined his regiment at 
Stevenson, Alabama, and after that time never lost w day from the service, 
partivipating in the engagements at Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, Mission 
Ridge, Buzzard’s Roost, Rocky Faw Gap, Resuca, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach 
Tree Crevck, and the Siege of Atlanta. Ho was made color bearer by Colonol 
Hakeman for distinguished military conduct. He also took part In the porsuit 
of Hood as fay as Chatanooga, then joining Sharman, was with him ii the 
tmarch to the sea, the campaign in the Carolinas and the battle of Benton- 
ville, bein mustered out with his regiment on the ith of Jume, 1865, He did 
valiant service for his country ip ber hour of trial and deserves the praise due 
to thy old soldier and the upright citizen. He was never wounded or taken 
prisoner but his health became inypaired from the experience and hardships of 
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army life, Before enlisting he waa very rugged and no man could boast of 
better health or a stronger constitution, but the experiences at the front told 
ipen him as upon thousands of ethers ond he has never heen a rugged man 
sine, 

After the close of the war Mr. Bardwell returned to Illinois and has 
since followed farming. He yeb owne a quarter section of land in Big Creek 
township, Neosho county. For a number of years he was an active factor in 
agricultural interests here but at the present time is liying retired. 

On the 6th of January, 1860, at Ottawa, Dlinois, Mr. Bardwell wedded 
Mary Drake, a native of Pennsylvania and a daughter of Jesse R, and Jemima 
(erguein) Drake, both natives of the Keystone state. Her father, who was 
born in 180i served his country in the war of 1812 and died in July, 1869. 
Her maternal grandfather, Williain Ferguson, was a drummer of the Reyolu- 
tionary war and remained with the army for seye years undergoing all the 
harlships of the memorable winter at Valley Forge. ITLlis wife, Patience 
(Frankhn) Ferguson, was captured by the Indians and many were massacred, 
including her two brothers but she was released, a girl of twelve years and for 
two weeks she wandered through the woods, eating berries and whatever she 
vould find, but at length reached civilization and safety. Unio the parents of 
Mrs. Barihwell were born eight children, but she is the only one now living. 
‘The others were Ruth M., the wife of John Wright; William A.; Benjamin F, ; 
ase Wells: Adelia, the wift of William Brooker; Isaac O., and James 

enry, 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Barchwell lis been blessed with six children. 
Helen J. born November 1, 1801, died October 18, 1864, at which time her 
father was uiarching with Sherman to the sea, Maury D., is the wife of R. B. 
McCutcheon, editor of the Longton News of Longton, Kansas, who has two 
vhildren—Ruth B. and Charles Herald. Charles H., of Longton, who for the 
past bwelve vears has been employed as postal elerk on the railroad, married 
Cora Ferrell and they had two chilklren—EHyverett, deceased, and Frank, Dora 
B., is at home and is a twin sieher of Corn B,. the latter the wife of O. N, Holly, 
u traveling salesman, residing im Independence, Kansas, and Brank A, a grain 
buyer of Longton, warried Tra M. Forvell, 

In his polifieal views Mr. Bardwell is an ardent Republican, having sup- 
ported that party since 1856 when he voted for Fremont. THe has since east a 
ballot for each of ite presidential candidates and has firm faith in its prin- 
viples. Te belongs to the Masome fruternity and the Grand Army of the 
Republic and both he aad his wifv are members of the Presbyterian church, 
Vis worth ju the community is widely acknowledged and he commands the 
warm regard of a very large civele of friends. 


JOHN M, RANDALL—The spirit of self help is the source of all gen- 
uine worth in the incividual. It is this which carrivee 2 man onward and 
upward, enabling him to conquer diffienlties and overthrow obstacles and 
advance steadily to snecese, al the same time winning the rogard of his fellow 
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men. In John M. Randall we see a worthy type of the sell-made man and his 
history is certainly deserving of a place in the records as u representative resi- 
dent of Neoeho connty. 

A native of Pleasant county, Virginia, Mr, Randall was born April 25, 
1846, bis parents being William and Mahulda (Bye) Randall. The father was 
born in Virginia and in 1865 removed to Tllinols, while im 1870 he came to 
Neoshn oounty, Kansas, setfling in Walnut Grove township, where he spent 
his remaining days. He was bern November 12, 1825 and passed away 
April 24, 1887. In his political views be was a Democrat prior to the civil 
war, when he became a stanch Republican, and a strong Union man. He be- 
longed to the Methodist Bpiseopal church and his wife was a deyout member 
af same organization. Ter birth ocvarred in Ferbuary, 1827, and she passed 
away Petruary 14, 1880. OF their twelve children, vight are living, namely, 
John M.. Sarah B.. the wife of Kdward Zing. of Colorado; William P., of 
Greely, Colorado; Henry 1... who is living on the old homestead in this county; 
Janes H., of Oldahoma; Martha Milen. the wile of C, 8S, Whittier, of Pitts- 
ming, Ransae; Naney A, the widow of Jolin Dunbar of Colorado; and Jesse 
L., of Weld county, Colorado. Those deceased are Mary J., who died in 1865 
al the age of seventeen years; Francie M., who lived only a few montha; 
Kimiline, who beewume Mrs, MeCleister aud died when about forty-five years of 
age. 

Qn the old home farm in his native state John M. Randall was reared, 
while in the public sehools uf the muighborhood lie mastered the branches of 
Boytish leurning usually taught in such an institution, His palrioti: spirit 
was aroused at the lime of the civil war and on the 21st of Mebrnary, 1862, he 
beemine a member of Canpany K, 10th regiment of West Virginia volunteers. 
In the first batile in which hw participa at Droop Mountain, West Virginia. 
November @, 1863, he was wounded in the thigh, whieh disabled him for more 
than a yen. He rejoined his regiment at Beverly, West Virginia, and for 
same time was engayed in scouting. Later he went to Shenandoah Valley aud 
was wounded in the efivavement at Cedar Creck, Virginia, Oetober 19, 1864, 
“when Sheridan was (weoty miles a way.” He saw thet commander ride up, 
rally his men and turn the tide of battle. Mr. Randall was afterward aent to 
Raltimere, (hence fo Philadelphia and by general order from the secretary of 
war was seut to the hospital uearest lus home. Accordingly he went to 
Parkersburg, West Viryvinia, und oo Lhe 10th of May, 1864, received an honor- 
uble ir i but some tnonths had elapsed ere he was able to actively engage 
in work. 

fn the #2nd of September, 1864, Mr, Randall went to Edgar county, 
Illineis, ond after seven years came to Neosho county, Kansas—in February, 
1k72. Here he hae resided continuously since und was successfully and @x- 
tonsively engaged in farming until 18945 when he purchased a home in Brie, 
which he now avcupies. Tits capability ond enterprise on the farm were the 
means of bringing to him gratifying suecess. | 

On the 24th of October, 1866, Mr. Randall wedded Mies Bliza J. Ellsberry, 
who was horn in Kentucky, but wae reared in Llimois, her parents being John 
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and Klizabeth Eilsberry, In their family were eight children of whom six are 
living. Sarah E., the eldest, beeame the wifo of G. L. Smith and died ut 
the age of sixteen years. The others are Mrs. Randall; Benjamin, of Illinois, 
who earved as a private for nearly three years in Company H, 64th [linois 
infantry, known as Dick Yates’ sharp-shooters; Joseph, who resided at Chris- 
mio, Uline, and whe served for noarly three years m the same company and 
wae mortally woundul at Kenesaw Mountain; Nancy B, the wife of G, W. 
Triplett, of Edgar county, Ulinois, a soldier for about two years in Company 
K. 129th Indiana infantry; John, of Edgar county, Ilinois; and Rachael, the 
wile of George Collier, of Paris, Dlinois. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Randall have 
heen born four children, of whom: tlre are lying. Minnie B,, now the wile of 
S. F. Hodgin, deputy sheriff of Neosho county; William E,, a farmer of 
Walnut Grove township. who married Clira L. Cheeg, by whom he has two 
whillron—Leila V, and William A.; and Myrtle i. J., wife of F. M. Moele, 
of Erie, Mrs. Randall is a member of the Methodist church, in politics Mr, 
Randall is an ardent Repubilean, unswerving in his adyoeaey of the purty, 
His life record contains many cutmmendable elements. He placed his depend- 
ence on the substantial qualities of enterprise, mdefaligable labor and per- 
severance and these proye a potent force in the business world, winning him 
desirable prosperity, He is widely known for his unequivocal honesty and 
those with whom he has bocn associated entertain for him high respect. 








HUGH P. FARRMLLY—Personal satisfaction is one of the rewards of 
aucowss; personal orificism one of the penalties of il. Those who avn high 
ond hit their mark become thomselyes a mark for the darts and thrusts of 
jealous competitors and envious observers. Business and polities need leaders 
wid the achievement of that worthy amlition isa distinetion not the province 
ef all to attain. When, then, we are presented with a distinguished example ni 
leadership we are led to inquire into biz antecedents and about the opportuni- 
lies and advantages of his early life, Consmeuouely in the foreground of law 
and of polities in Neosho county is Hugh P. Farrelly, of Chanute, whose his- 
tory a8 & Kansan spans an era of fifteen years and whose relation to his county 
is that of an earnest, loyal and public-spirited citizen. 

Born in Greene county, Illinois, September 2, 1858, Mr. Farrelly’s parents 
were Hugh P. and Elizabeth (Brower) Farrelly, the former born near Dublin, 
Ireland, and the latter a native of Morgan county, Virginia. The father was 
educaled for the priesthood hut decided not to onter the ministry and, when 
twenty yeara of age crossed the ocean te the United States and became a 
contractor of canal and railroad work, He made his residence in Kentucky 
for a time Dut about 1550 he settled in [linojs where he passed the remainder 
of his life as a farmer, dying August 26, 1858. Ho married his wife in the 
state of Virginia. She was a daughter of Rev. James Brewer, a Methodist 
minister, one of the old cirenit riders of the early day. Mra. Farrelly was born 
January 3, 1818, and died on the 2nd of July, 1878. By her marriage with 
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Hugh P. Farrelly she became tle mother of the following children, viz, Mar- 
garet who died m 1900 at the age of em years, the wife of John Gough; 
Mary E., who mayried John W, Muneley, of Greenu county, Ubingis; J. K. P., 
a farmer of that county who represented his district in the stute senate of 
INinois in 1900; George W., whu died May 24, 1898. The latter was one of 
the leading spirits of Chanute, having practiced law with cur subject for a 
time and having been postmaster of the eity during loth the Cleveland admin- 
istrations, He clied “in dhe harness” us if were, and his loss was felt keenly and 
as almost a personal one to the community be had served. Jolin ‘T., an engi- 
neer residing in Denvor, Colorado; Rosa, who died at the age of fifteen, and 
Virginia, who is the youngest, except our subject, passed away in the state 
Whose name she bore. 

ugh P. Farrelly of this review tearned lurmuing in hie youth, wus 
liberally educated in the schools of his native stute and wus engaged five years 
in the profession of teaching. While 30 employed he began the study of law 
mnder the divection of the Mon. Henry C. Withers, of Currolton, Ilinois. He 
vontinned his reading while editing the Carrolten Gagette, the oldest. paper af 
Contral Illinois, and after his admission to the bar he terminated a connection 
of three yeors with that Journal and opened an office’ in that city for the 
practics of law. He passed suowessfully the rigid examination required before 
the supreme court of the state m 1485 and after two years of effort in a field 
where competition was strong and litigation searce he decided to cast his for- 
tunes with the west and, aceordingly, on the 15th of October, 1887, he reached 
Chianute and heeame a pormanent resident, Im 1888 he entered into partner- 
ship with Kenjamin FP. Shinn, a professional relation which was sustained for 
three years Later on he formed @ partnership with his brother, George W., 
lasting four years and since its dissolution by the death of tho latter he has 
practiced law alone. 

In his political beliels Mr. Farrelly is a staunch Democrat. With a relis 
for political contests and ability to fight them, he berame carly on active 
partisan and weleemed every encounter. He was appomted city atterney of 
Chanute in 1880 and served till his election to the office of county attorney the 
following year. In this latter position le was continued for two terms and 
during his incumbency of the ufllee there was an era of comparative kuiet in 
the county, for it was felt (hat lis vigorous prosecution would follow any in- 
fraction or violation of the law. It was during his term, also, that the Santa 
Fe railway company, then managed by veceivers, made an effort to force the 
various counties along their line in Kansas to reduce their taxes, to the extent 
of $4,000 in Neosho county, to which our subject took yigorous exception and 
which fie prevented the before board of county commissioners, and thus save 
the taxpayers, by intervention in the Federal court that appointed the receivers, 
that eum of money. In 1896 he was noininated by the Democrats of the 
third eonressional istrict for congress but withdrew from the race and 
therehy caused the election of B. R. Ridgely, Atter his withdrawal from the 
oneressional race he was made the Democratic candidate for the stato senate 
and was elected by a majority of over five hundred votes,being the first Dem- 
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veral lo enter the state senute from this district. He was made chairman in 
that body of the committee on banka and insurance, and also served on other 
iniportant committees. The anti-trust bill which he introduced—and secured 
ita passage—caveed more discuseion in the nows papers throughout the state 
thin any other measure brought before the senate during that session. He 
savored the enactment of the Breidenthal Banking Law, also the Iaw to fix a 
charge of two per cent on home and four per cont on foreign insurance com- 
jninies’ grosa premuims oolloeted on business done in the state, By the passage 
of the latter law a revenue of about $100,000 is annually secured to the state. 
In 1900 Mr. Farrelly was the choice of the Democratic convention for conpress 
but at the jomt convention of Democrats and Populists he lost the fusion 
nommation. At the state convention of both parties held at Fort Scott he 
was selected the candidate for attorney general of the state but went dewn to 
defeat with the whole ticket. Tn May, 1902, at the stale convention at Wichita 
he was chosen chairman of the Demoerwtic stale central committee for two 
years. 

June 2, L885, Mr, Farrelly wae marriod in Carrollton, linois, to Miss Ello 
I’, Robinson, a daughter of Thomas (. and Mliza A, Robinson, Two children 
were burn of (his marriage, namely, Mabel F.. and Minnie, both of whom died 
in iifaney, : 

Mr. Farrelly’s prominence not only vxtends to law and polities but tu 
fraternal work also, Te belongs to the Bloe Lodge and Chapter in the Masonic 
fraternity und for muny yeurs has been a Pythian Kaight, De is chairman 
of the law commiltee of the Initer’s yrand lodge, He ie a workman and 
Modern Woodmen and in these orders he las filled various offices In FPeb- 
ruary, 1901, he represented his eump in the state head camp of the Wood- 
mon, and wae there ulected a delegate to the head camp of the order at St. Paul 
which he attended the following June. He js associated by membership with 
the Koights and Ladies of Security and with the Sons and Daughters f 
J rae and in all these organivations he is counted a popular and faithful 
member, 

Over the record of his public eareer there falls no shadow of wrong or eus- 
picion of evil. He has been most loyal to his political party and has labored 
with untiring devotion, as & public servant, for the welfare of the constituency 
he represented. As a legislator he left the impress of his individuality upon 
many inportant nets of that body and acquitted himself so as to merit the 
plaudits of his polifieal party, At the bar he has won enviable distinction as a 
atorng, earnest and convincing advocate, “In the trial of cases he shows 
thorough study and a well-planned campaign. Tis record as a citizen is equally 
brilliant with that asa lawyer, He takes a hopeful view of the future of his 
city and exhibits a strong faith in the destiny of its institutions. He is nothing 
if not progressive and his time and means are liberally sacrificed in whateyer 
promises the promotion of the public good. 
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FRED HETRICK—Those who have known the vioinity of Chanute for 
the past twenty years also know the subject of this personal sketch, Wred Hot- 
rick, for a score and two years age he came to Neoeho county and purchased 
m tract of land wlony the Neosho river upon which he has since resided. He 
was Jnet a plain settler then and he is juat a plain farmer in semi-retirement 
now Dit lis pathway in Kansas las been strewn with as many thorns as roses 
umd if, when just past the meridian of life, his lucky star has ascended sud- 
denly to the zenith, fate has willed if, and nature’s wealth is turned. lo his 
uauount with a lavish land. 

The Hetricks of this strain are of Pennsylvania stock. John Hetrick, the 
father of ovr subject, was born in the Keystone state in 1818, came to Paulding 
county, Ohio, in early manhood! and was inarried and, in 1859, moved west to 
Warren county, adiann, where he died in 1695. Reading, Pennsylvania, wus 
his native place and he was orphaned in childhood und it is not certain ag to 
who was responsible for his youthtul training. His edavation was neglected 
anil he passed through life w tuiler at day labor, THe wae a teamster while 
performing his part in the daily whirl in his native place mud was then. and 
afterward, in most humble cirgumetances. Tle was married in Wayne county, 
Ohio, to Sasan Shawwer, a danghier of John Shawver, His wife died im 1879 
being the mother of the following children, David, of Paulding county, Ohio; 
Margeurat, wile of Christopher Doremns, of Strongeburg, Nebraska; Henry, 
who died of wounds received in the battle of Lookewt Mountain; Fred, oor 
subject; Andrew, who served fowr vears and three months in the civil war and 
resides in Warren county, India; Maria, wife of W. 'T. Clark, of Chanute, 
Kansas; Mary, who is now Mre. James Baker, of Benton county, Arkunsas; 
Melissa, who married Fred Atiendaff, of Wayne county, Indiana; Ellis, of Dan- 
ville, linois, and John, Charles and James, all of the home county in Indiana. 

Circumstances were such in the Hetrick home that our subjeet acquired 
no education at all, He left home at the age of fourteen years without being 
able to read and his time was so fully oceupled with the labor of sustaining 
himself and there was so little encouragement from bis assomates to prompt 
him to apply hituself in the direction of an education that vt was then, and 
ever alturward wholly neglectod. He was a farnt band in Pulaski oouncy, 
Indiana, for a time and he worked by the month in Warren county for three 
years and in this imanner acquired what is termed his “start? in life. In 
March, 1872, he was wnited mm marriage with Miss Elizabeth Kiefer. a daughter 
of.Thomaa Kiefer who, with his wife, came from Germany to Warren county, 
Indiana, where Mr. Kiefer died. The Kicker children were, Mrs, Hetriok, 
horn in July, 1856; Mary, Matthis, John and Frank, all of Warren county. 
A son William, is decenserd, 

fred Hotrick left Indiana in the early antomn of 1880 and made his way 
ta Kansas. He sevlonted the valley ol! the Neosho as his stopping place and the 
farm he choso was scarce more than a “claim,” so little had it hoen improved. 
The worl of home development bagan at ouce and (he growing of grain engaged 
in. He paid thirteen dollars per acre for his fractional quarter of a section, 
adyanced less than half of the purehaso price and gave a mortgage for the 
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balance, He prospered till 1885 when the great flood of that year damaged 
hin to the extent of $5,000. In the tall of 1886 he lost his house and contents 
by fire and these two misfortunes and the $1800 mortgage bearing down upon 
his farm mark the gloomiest stage of his experience in Neosho county. The 
yeare 1889, 1891, and 1805 witnessed other floods of more or less disastrous 
dimensions and in 1894 he was again badly damaged by water. AJl other years 
produced abundantly, ineluding the year 101 when he raised five thousand 
bushele of wheat, 

In 100 the cra of mineral development about Chanute began when the 
city drilled for gas on the farm of our subject. Oil instead of gas was found 
and the well was thought to be of no value und was destroyed. The following 
year ol, N, Knapp of Omaha  bheeame interested in the 
fiell as a prospector for wil and the west half of the 
Hetrick farm was the scene of his first operations. 
Twelve good oi! wells are now im operation with a capucity sufficient to make 
the royally of ten per cent yield a huodsome monthly income to Mr. Hetrick. 
Tndivations from developments so far condnetel ave that the Hetrick farm is 
in the center of the Chanute lake of oil and it is certainly the most valuable 
tract yel prospeected. Our subject las four hundred and twenty-six aeres on the 
Neosho, proven territory, and a body of land near St. Panl, Neosho county, 
which may yet be found Lo be in the petroleum belt. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Hetrick’s family consists of one child, only; Mary, wife of 
Spencer Smith, of Neosho county, whose only child is «a danghter, Hazel. Tn 
lus polilical wfilistions Mr. Hetrick is » Democrat. In this regard he has in- 
herited the political traditions of his ancestor, Jolin Hutrick, whose political 
action, ae well as that of his son, Fred, is sununed ap in easting his ballot and 
in representing his party in local conventions. 





J.B. F. OATES—The profession of law hus an important bearmg upon 
the stible prosperity of a community and the character of its practitioners de- 
termines, lurgely, the reapect in whieh all law is held, With honorable and 
consaiontious men, such as we are about to introdace in this urticle—able ex- 
ponents of the subject—representing the profession everywhere, infractions of 
the law would reduce themeilves to a winimun and its enforcement be a mare 
matter of form. As a ploneer luwyer of the Neosho valley and one whose 
knowledge of law and of jurisprudence entitles lim to tank among the strang 
men of his profession we introduce J. B. F. Cates of Chanute. 

He was born in Granger county, Tennessee, of parents, Charles and 
Ketsy (Lloyd) Cates, north Carolina people, wha settled early in Tennessee. 
The father was a farmer by occupation und died in early manhood bot the 
mother long survived hum, passing wway about 1875, when seventy years of age, 
Both were consistent members of the Baptist church und in their family were 
six children of whom three survive, vix., Thomas, a farmer of Polk county, 
Miseouri; Mrs. Murtha Kinder, of the same county, and J. B. F., our subject. 
Those deceased are Reuben, Margaret and Deborah. 
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J, B. F. Cates grow up amid the environment of the farm and purened lis 
wilueation in the Carson and Netmen colleges in ‘Tennessee, completing his 
‘ourse Of studies and graduating with the class of 1860. During the closing 
years of the civil war he was enyage! with w purty of surveyors making govern- 
ment aurveys in Nebraska and war thus oreupied for two years. While -o 
tunployed he was stationed at Leavinnworth, Kaneas, during the winter monthly 
und he spent some of his time across the Missonri river wt Platte City, Missouri 
where he took up the study of law with Merriman & Paxton. He finished hia 
enurse of reading and wus adinittedl to the bar in 1867. In December of the 
same year he located in Huinloldt, Kansas, thue early establishing his enn- 
nection with the legal fraternity of the Neozho valley. L. W, Keplinger, once 
his law partner, contributed a character sketch of him to the history of Allen 
and Woodson counties which we quote herein in full. The article embraacd 
similar sketches of other old Aumboldt lawyers and introduces our subject ra 
follows. “Here was an innovation, All ethers numed came from north of the 
Mason and Dixon line, but J. B. F. Cates come from the mowntains of East 
Tennessee, Having neglected to change polities when he crossed the political 
cyuimox, he let polities alone when “he came bo Kansas and gave his attention 
exclusively to law, He settled at Mumboldt in 1867 and remained there in the 
practice of hia profession Lill 1875, when he removed to Kansas City, Missourt, 
whore he epeedily took rank among the foremost lawyers of that city. He con- 
tinned in the practice there until 1881, when for zone reason, for which de 
has never been able to give a satisfactory exeuse, either to himeelf or hts 
friends, he gypaed away to Mlorida where he abandonwl Greenleaf and Black- 
stone and beeame the man with the hoe, After exchanging aeveral thousand 
dollars for a good stock of orange grave experience, he wravitited back to his 
first. love, Kansas, and the seventh judicial district, Settling temporarily in 
Fredonia he divided tis time herween Kaneas and Oklahoma, afer whieh ke 
came to Chanute, where he now resides within gunshot of ald Allen, in which 
he will eventually be found. Boing neither dead or otherwise absent, bot still 
an the ground, delieacy forbids that freedom of treatment the subject of this 
sketch would otherwise reecive from his former associate, law partner and 
admiring friend. However, this much shall be said, though possibly not equal 
to some others in some respects, yet as an all round lawyer, both in intellectual 
acumen and legal learning and skill as.o practitioner, he easily studs the 
peer of any who, either came before or after. The writer freely accords him the 
honor of being the best lawyer and the worst penman in the whole group.” 

Tn 1869 Mr, Cates was united in marriage with Mies Nelhe Wilhoite, for- 
merly of Platte county, Missouri, and a daughter of the late John H. Wil- 
hoite, a farmer near Fredonia, Kansas, Five children have been born of this 
marriuge, aa follows. Charles F., of New York City; Lloyd Q., with the Santa 
Fe railway company: Roscoe W., a graduate of the law department of tha 
Kansas stute university, and of the New York law school where he is now 
located in the practice; Philip, a member of the class of 1903 in the Wentworth 
military academy of Texington, Missouri; and Ada, a student in thy Ladies’ 
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college at Liberty, Missouri. Roscoe was a member of College Company H, 
of the 22nd Kansas regiment. ; 

Mr, Cates is a member of the Blue lodge, Chapter, Commandery and 
Mystic Shrine of the Masonic fraternity. In point of years of connection with 
the profession he js the senior practitioner in Chanute and the. oldest Wot one 
of the seventh judicial district. His prominence at the bar Is well merited, 
arising from comprehensive knowledge and marked devotion to his clients’ 
intorests, 


SAMUEL L. VANSANDT—The prairies of Kansas have offered excel- 
lent opportunities for the raising of stock and many prosperous dealers and 
rrowers have hecome su as a result of their connection with the state wad with 
its Vast grassy resources. Az a blooded horse state it is in its infancy, yet the 
field offers inducements for the protitable promotion of the business, as is dem- 
onstrated in the carver of the subjeet of this review. 

S. L. Vansandt. of Chunute. was born in Hamilton county, Ohio, August 
9, 1842, and isa son of Johnand Mary (Bowen) VanSandt, natives of Fleming 
county, Kentueky, Reared and married in his native state the father beleng- 
ed to the slive-holding. well-to-do planters of the south bot left Kentucky when 
a young inain to getaway from the abuses of the system of human bondage, A 
‘leep conyiclion took possession of him that slavery was wreng not only in 
principla bul wrony and eruel in practice and as the North offered a refuge 
from contact with the lmwted institution he crossed the Olio river and ever 
afterward made his home in the Buekeve stute. So active was he in the matter 
of niding neyroes to escape through the system of “andergroumd railroad” 
auguratehd many years before the war and conudocted with tact amd system 
that, in selecting her charactors for “Uinele 'Vom's Cabin,” Mrs, Stowe conter- 
red the honar of “Van Tron” upon him and, as her characters were true to 
life, a pernenal of the hook will reven! the imward history of this good man. [Lis 
home scems to have buon one of the stations along the road of eseape and it 
was he who sheltived Hlixa when she crossed the Ohio on the ice im Aight from 
har pursuers. His unthusivem in the eause of liberty for the black man led 
him toa violation of the Fugitive Slave law aml he was arrested, defended by 
the Hon. Sahnon P. Chase, bot convicted mod heavilty fined, Te was a member 
of a society in the exst organized for the purpose of aiding any who should be 
overtaken by the law in the “wuderground railroad” business and it was ex- 
pected that it would beara share of the eost of the suit and a portion of the 
fing but the expected aid never cume and Mr. VanSandt lost all and became 
ieolvent in the list verre of lis life. Ths position nel only led to his perse- 
cution by the state but by the chureh also, Ile was an active and influential 
member of the Methodist Mpiseopal church and his home was the minister's 
homv—when in the community~-but the church tried him because of his views 
on ¢hivery and, althongh acqiitted, he took his letter out and was not after- 
ward identified with the society, His course was radical for his time and public 
sentiment condemned it yet his fumily appreved it and his sone have pointed 
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to the position of their father on the slavery question with pride und hold it 
as one of the distinguisherl achiovements of their worthy ancestor. 

Jolin VanSandt was born about 1802 and died albwut 1847. He was of 
French lineage, was twiew married and was the father of nine children, five 
by his first wife and four by his seeond, His sevond wife, who was of Scoteh 
blood, was the mother ef our subject and died about 1868. Hor other children 
were William H. H., M. D., of Putnam county. Indiana; Dr. Hiram G,. of 
Montrose, Ulinois; and Lydia, deceased, who was twice married Imt haz no 
living issue. The sons were all soldiers of the civil war, vach serving more 
than threw veors and making a credilable record for bray and patriotic service. 

Samuel VanSandt was his mother’s second child and was liberally educated 
in the sehools of Indiana and Michigan, in which latter state—at Adrian—he 
attended high sehool just before the war. He was left without fatherly care 
and guidance in childhood and oon learned to become his own protector and 
defender, His mother took hes family to Maysville, Indiana, soon after her 
hushand’s death, near Glendale, Olio, and there Samuel L. resided till-about 
aixteon years old when he went to Kentucky where he worked for a time. 
From there he went to Michigan where his education received ils final strokes. 
The war coming on be enlisted in Company D. 2nd Michigan infantry, and 
went te the front in the early mouths of the struggle. He participated in the 
first “Bull Run” and his reciment covered (he retreat of the Federals to Wash- 
ington where it took up quarters in a barn, alter first driving owt the swine. 
The Second went ioto battle again at Yorktown, on the Peninsula, and was in 
hatile at Williamsburg, Fraziers’ Farm, Sayage Station and. Malvern Hill. 
After considerable service with the Army of the Potomac the 2nd Michigan 
Was transferred from the command of General Heinzelman to Burnsides’ corps 
and took part in the campaign mround Vielsborg, and in the battle of Jackson, 
Mississippi, Being again transferred the regiment went into Kentucky, crossed 
the Cumberland Mountains into Kast Tennessee, where if participated in the 
cigayements at Campbell's Station, Loudon and finally the battle of Knoxville 
and the assault on Fort Saunders, On returning to the Army of the Totomaec 
the regiment .ook part in the great battles of Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North 
Anva and others snd was a part of the fighting foree of this locality when Mr 
VanSandt. was discharged upon the expiration of his enlistinent, having been 
with the army thrae years and three months. This regiment was wonder inme- 
diate command of Gonern! Phil. Kearney for a time aud he heeame so attached 
to it as a fighting machine that other regiments designated its membership 1 
“Kearney’a bull pups.” 

The war over Mr. VanSandt returned to Indiana where his mother was and 
soon after went fo Clarida, Lowa, where he remained with a half brother, Dr. 
VanSandt, for a year. He then started west and engaged in freighting for the 
roverniment, making several trips across the plains to Cottonwood and Jules- 
burg, Nebreeka. Having gotten together a team anda fow dollars he loaded in 
hia few effects and hie wile and came to Kansas. New Chicago was then a prom- 
ising place.on the Neosho river and he stopped there and made himself a part of 
the coming town of Chanute, Since 1870 he has been identified with his county 
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and has lived twenty-eight years of that time in Chanute. He hag tasted »f 
the sweets of Kaneas life and of the bitterness of the rough-and-tumble of the 
frontier aud hus been down and up in the financial seule but he has proved 
inaster of every situation and we find him today one of the influential and 
substantial citizens of his municipality, 

_ Mr. VanSandt has been three times married. In 1867 he took in mar- 
mage at Clarinda, Iowa, Sadie Frye, of Canton, Ohio. She accompanied her 
hushund to Chanute and bore him the firet child born on the townsite. The 
infant son died and the mother passed away the same year at the age of thirty- 
four. {n 1873 Mr. VanSandt married Mrs, Martha BK. Jackson, who had two 
aeons, Bracket and Thomas Jackson. well known men in the locomotive depart- 
ment of the Santa Fe road at Chanute. Three years after their marriage Mrs. 
VanSandt died leaving « son as the issue of this union, Jumes Warren Van- 
Sandt, o fireman on the Santa Fe railroad. I the fall of 1876 the third mar- 
riage of ovr subject was solemnized with Me tha KE, Worthington of Neosho 
qmmnty, Two ehildren, Olive and Harrison M.. have been born to them. 

In public alfairs Mr. VanSandt has been closely identified with both 
Neosho county and the city of Chanute. He is » Republican of the first order 
and his party noininated him for sheriff im 1887 when there seemed Little 
prospect of success. The election pussed off and he won and his first adminis- 
tration served to prepare the way for his aecond election and he left the office 
in 1891 with the confidence and good wishes of his county. He has served as 
United Statve deputy marshal several times and as city marshal and constable 
of his township and in all positions he has diseharged his (duties with fidelity 
and ability. In his business affairs he is prosperous and in business cireles his 
reputation is unassailable. Loyal to hie country, loyal te his party and to his 
rane Samuel VanSandt is worthy the esteem and confidence in which he is 

eld. 








QHAS. PF. PRANGHK—One of the historic characters of the days of rapid 
development im Neosho county, and one who has been in Kansas almost a third 
of a century is ex-sherii? C. F. Prange of this review. His connection with 
the sheriff's office in some capacity for » score of years renders him conepicu- 
ous in the eyes of the criminal element and gives him a rare and somewhat 
distinguished promjnence before the people. The proper execution of the man- 
dates of the court requires a peculiar and distinct fitness or qualification hy no 
means universal in man, yet the long years of seryice of our subject in this 
very capacity is ample testimony as to his merit, his genius and his skill. 

As to Mr, Prange’s lineage, he is both German and American, He was 
born near Gelena, Wisconsin, Junnary 10, 1846, and is a son of the late C. W, 
D. and Maria (Archibald) Prange. The father immigrated to the United 
States from one of the German provinees about the vear 1830 and made his 
home temporarily in Tlinois and Wisconsin till 1849 when he went to the gold 
flelds of California. In this experiment he met with a goodly degree of suc- 
wess and returned; after three years, and settled in Kentucky. At the outbreak 
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af the rebellion he enlisted in Company F, 3rd Kentucky eavalry, in which he 
served until after the battle of Shiloh, when he returned home on detail to 
recruit @ company of infantry. ‘his he did and it was called Company D, of 
the 35th Kentueky mounted infantry and he was commissioned its captain. 
‘He server in the field in this capacity ull Jannary, 1865, and on the 12th of 
December following he was honorably discharged. He joined his family which 
had removed to Spencer county, Indiana, and operated a farm till 1869 when he 
came to Kansas and took up a homestead in Wilson county. He lived upon 
this and improved it for twenty-three years, when he removed to Chanute and 
there died the 16th of Januury, 1895, in his eighty-tirst year, from a gangrenous 
foot which was wounded in the battle of the Salt Works in the Virginia can- 
paign. 

© W. 1), Prange married a Kentucky lady im the state of Wiseonsin and 
was the father of seven children, viz., C, F.. our subject; W. P., who resides in 
Wilson county: H, J.. of Chanute; S. P., of Fredonia: R. C., of Chanate, and 
Christina M. and James R., deceased, 

C.F. Prange learned only the duties of a farmer in his youth and, asida 
from his eervice in the army, did nothing else until thirty-five years of age. He 
acquired his education in the country sehool and at the youthful age of sixteen 
enlisted in company F, 12th Kentneky cavalry. The regiment was surromnded 
by a Confederate detachment of fifteen hundred meu while enlistment was in 
progress and the colonel was killed bot its five hondred men met wit Nv ether 
casualties, The 12th was coneolidated with that of Colonel Ghanks and youn, 
Prange remained with the aew conimand till telessul Trom. service upon the 
application of his father, on the ground that he was ander the age limit. At 
that time Kentucky was filled with disloyal mers so much so that the life of 
a soldier at home was im constant danger, and his property as well Mr, 
Prange felt compelled to lie in hiding from his secret and cowardly enemy = 
much of the time that he welcomed service in the deld in preference to if and 
he reenlisted, this time in his father’s company. He took part in the seout 
work of the regiment and continued it till the expiration of his enlistment 
when he returned to their Indiana home and engaged in farming for his 
father. He came wost the same year his father did bat returned the next year 
was married in Indiana and, in 1871, settled a governntent claim in Wilson 
county, Kansas, He only remained with his farm three years when he located 
in Allaona, nearby, and passed the year 1873-4 there. In 1874 he located tm 
Chanute, allegiance to which place he has held ever gince, About 1836 he was 
appointed under sheriff pf Neosho county and served with the different incum- 
bents of the office in that capacity till 1895 when he was himself elected shertff. 
He was elected again in 1897 and in January 1900 he surrendered the duties 
to which he had schooled himself for twenty years. Upon his return to Chanute 
he was made the candidate of the successful party for city marshal, (nd wae 
elected in April following and occupies that position. As sheriff ama otty 
marshal he is a terror to the evil disposed and made a record for captures and 
arrests unsurpassed by any incumbent of the offices. 
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Mr. Prange was married April 17, 1870, to Lonella Ferguson, a native of 
Ohio and a danghter of J. A. and Angie ( Peterson) Ferguson who died at the 
ages of sixty-cight and sixty-three, respectively. ‘These parents had six 
children, ae follows. Charles, deceased ; Colfax Ferguson, who resides in Indi- 
ana; Sheridan Ferguson, of the same state; Rev. Grant Vergueen, of the M. E: 
church im Indiana; Allen P., of the state of Wyoming; Louella, the oldest vf 
the family; and Belle, wife of homas Shoptah, of Indiana. Mr. and Mrs. 
Prange’s children are, Lola, wife of W. W. Stewart, of Allen county, Kansas; 
Hattie, deceased ; Enna, a teacher of Nuvslo county; Charles, deceased ; Rima; 
Allen L., who enlisted in the 32nd Illinois vohinteers for service in the Spanish- 
Atmerican war in 1898 und in November of the year following went. with his 
regiment to the Philippines where he served out his term of enlistinent and 
returned tieme on the steamer Grant in April, 101, Addie Prangu, the 
youngest, is a school girl with the family cirele. 

In politics our subject is a Repablican without compromise or equivocation 
affiliates with the Knights and Daughters of Justice and holds » membership 
in the Knights of Pythias. As a citizen he is unassailable and is of such as 
lend character to a community. 


M, 'T. JONES—The transformation of a dreary waste of almost unbroken 
and ‘“inkehited plain into a community of enlightened, progressive and pros 
perolls ertizens is ¢ sentenee which tells in a few words of the change which. 
has been brought about i the past thirty-two years in the city of Chamute, 
This rather sudden anil retharkable metamorphosis has not been accomplished 
Without the aid and direction gf s\yperior intelligence nor without the industry, 
ingeniity and versatility of modern civilization, To be specific, then, in our 
reference to the characters jyhose acts were potent in guiding and shaping the 
destiny of this municipality from its birth through childhood to its stable and 
vigorous Inalurity if isour privilege and pleasure to present, as one of thom, 
M.'T. Jones, of this reyjew, 

He came to the lovality in 1870 when the villages of Tioga and New 
Chicayo were struggling for the mastery of the situation with reference to 
which should become the metropolis of the railroad junction and was present 
at the beth of Channte when the consolidation passed its parents into history. 
The ourlier years of his manhood were spent amid the wilds of the western 
moun and pliin und if was in Chanute that he took the initial steps 
toward ustablishing his permunent residence in the west. 

M. 'T. Jones was born in Oneida county, New York, on the 11th of Novem- 
wr, L837, onder the healthfal and henorable influences of the farm. His 
father was Hngh I. Jones und his mother was Anna Morris, of England and 
New Jersey, respectively. The father was a successful farmer and spent fifty- 
four Yuars in Oneida county, dying there in 1830 at the age of seventy-nine, 
while his wife survived him four years and died at the age of seventy-six years. 
‘The third child of their marriage was the subject of this personal notice. His 
education was acquired in the common schools and in Union college at Schnec- 
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tady, New York, where he graduated in the eluss of 1862. He carne west im- 
mediately and engaged in Treighting with ox teams seross the “plains from 
Omaha to the Territory of Montana. He traversed the mouwntsin and desert 
trail from river ty mountain anid back again in the conduct of his business for 
two years, when he located in the town of Virginia City, Montana, where, for 
five years, he wae mgayed in selling vootls to the people then Iocating in and 
eeltling wp that country. There being no vows in that region he made a trip 
lo Utuh, gathered up fowr hundred head, took them back with him and di-- 
posud of thom to bis eld customers at a nist sahisfactory margin. Other ap- 
portunities for speculation presented themselves and he berrewel money at 
five per cent a month and was enabled to so handle if as te net him a good 
profk. Tle resided in Montana until 1869 when he returned cast and engaged 
m mercantile pursuits in Kansas City_es o member of the firm of Jones 
brothers. Tn March, 1870 this firm went out of business and our subject came 
to oo Kansas and identitiod himself with his present locality, as above 
stated. 

Upon casting his fortunes with Chanute Mr. Jones ongaged at once in the 
real vetate hueiness and lie Has maintained such an offiee in the city almost 
from that time te the present. Fle tas heen a very prominent factor in the 
leilding up of his town. fn company with his brother he erceted the Jonve 
blek, one of the large and attractive structures of the city, and ae a momber of 
the Chanute Lambor emrpany—whieh was founded in 1882—he earried into 
exeention a phin for the ereetion ef reeidenees for sale on the installment, plan; 
between one hundred ane fifty and two hundred having heen so ereeted and 
isposel of and the demand is not yet supplied, 

In public motters Mr. Janes has had no small part in doing the things that 
have been done in Neosho county, He was postmaster of New Chicago at the 
(ime of the municipal eonsalidation ond was thy tiret postmaster of Chanute, 
holding the office till 1878 when the preas of private matters forced him so 
relingnish the position. In the early life of Chanute he served eight years upon 
its city council where he aided in bringing inte legal existence ordinaness 
which have helped to make the city what it is today. a corporation of wmdoubted 
stability and having a promising future. Tn 1878 he was elected commissioner 
of Neosho county and seryed on the board twa years. In 1880 he was lected 
to the state senate where he served fowr years, when measures were enacted 
affecting old conditions in the state,chief of which was the paseage of o law 
carrying into eect the prohibitory amendment to the state constitution, which 
aniendment had just been adopted, Tn this legislation our subject was a fretor 
in giving expression in law to the sentiment of the state with reference to the 
sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, The first railroad law was enacted 
during his term in the senate (and he supported its passage) and remained 
in operution till its repeal by the last Populist legislature on earth. Tn 1897 
and 1898 he represented Neosho county in the lower house of the state legisla- 
tury where his industry and accurate knowledge of the needs of his constituents 
enabled him to nequit himself with eredit and to do justice to his county. 
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Mr. Jones was married tn 1871 to Miss Jennie Kramer, born in Ohio, 
whose father was Dy. D. 'T. Kramer of that state. Of this mnion three child- 
ren have been horn, vir., Jennie, who is booklkeeper of the Chanute Lumber 
company; Milo, a member of the class of 1902 of the stale university of Kansas, 
and Hugh, a student in the Chanute high school. 

The manners, habits and bearing of Mr, Jones are well known elements of 
his character to the present generation. Eis wisdom and farsightedness in 
business have shawn brightly to his peconiary advantage but his manly virtues 
have obseured and eclipsed his record in the field of enterprise. 


SOO ee 


Roseland and its Owners. 


Thos. D, Hubbard, an enterprising farmer and merchant of Neosho eoun- 
Ly, Kansas, purchased the land he new occupies mm 1890 and moved onto it in 
1803. When Mr. Ilubbard came to this land, there was very little in the way 
of substantial improvements on it, oo field or lot having a fence that would hold 
a cow, horse, or hog; and the one little barn having no stalle, feed boxes, nor 
feed racks for horses; so that he was obliged to vent space in the village livery 
barn for his six big fine horses for a month, He brought with him one exper- 
renced farmer as lis principal Lired man and began tmmediately te get things 
in living shape for both man and heast, 

Mr, Hubbard thinks the processes, the evolutionary steps by which he 
made this comparatively unimproved farni a veritable garden of Eden, a 
“stockman’s paradise’ as le calls it, would require too much space in this hook 
ta deseribe them. 

His previous residence in several of the older and far castern states where 
he saw so wnany fine effects of landscape dressing and tillage, his extensive travel 
in all the states [rom Kansas to Maine gaye lim long continued opportunities 
of observation, and being possessed of a quick and critical sense of the beauti- 
ful im Jandsenpes, he quickly caught the possibilities of this new place for 
being made a handsume country home, needing only the engineering skill of a 
landscape gardener to bring about pretty views of land, water and trees. 

Tt was a biy and expensive undertaking, requiring much time, much 
money, much persistence, much painstaking and an evolution that comes slowly 
and step by step: for the weightier crop operations of the two farms besides his 
large properties luck vast clatned Mr. Mubhard’s time and attention, while 
the shaping, improving. beautifying musi wait and come in for occasional 
attention when other cssentin! matters were not pressing. Yet Mr. Hubbard 
kept the utilitarian Centares of the improvements always most in view, 

Some profitable addition to the improvements has been made nearly every 
year, and during the phenomenally dry year of 1901 the great rock-walled Rose- 
and reservoir was corstructed, and the two springs were worked out to great 
water holding capacities. These yaluable foundations for a system of farm 
water works could hardly have heen made in any excopt that year of long con- 
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tinued absence of rain, which Mr, Hubbard seized upon as his one opportunity 
to provide for an unlimited supply of pure water. 

A detailed account of the construction of these massive reservoirs, the 
great twenty thousand barrel luke and the great subterranean spring reservoir 
is likely to appear in some of the leading farm journals, but for want of space 
we must refer (he readers of this history to such journals for an account. of 
these things, 


Biographical SKetch of Thomas D. Hubbard 


The snbject of this sketch is a native of the “Sunny South,” bemg born 
of Quaker parentage in the state of North Carolina, March 9,1840. His father 
was an Abolitiomst, although surrounded by slaves and slave-holders. He was 
a prominent member of the religious donomination of Friends, and often held 
official positions of honor and trust therein, He was a man of deep, conscien- 
tious convietions, and carly formed a deep abhorrence’ of the cruelty and 
wrongfulness of slavery, and was known as an agent on the “underground 
railroad” system of ante-hollom days, Tt was no wnconmon thing for him to 
Jodge runaway slaves in his burn, and feed them during the day until they 
could be safely moved farther toward the North, And he wonld sometimes put 
one or more slaves Into © conveyance, and send them  night’s journey toward 
(ie mountains and teward freedom, 

This work he had done for years, assisting many a poor oppressed human 
heing in securing his freedom. when ho became so strongly suspected by the 
slaveholders that they notified him in the spring of 1844, that if he did not 
leave the state immediately he would have to suffer the consequences, This 
was about the time, ora little lWefore the appearance of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
and to offend against slavery was to endanger one’s life if he lived in the 
South, Coneluding that discretion was the better part of valor, in a few hours 
after receiving this notice the paternal ancéster of this subject, and the best 
horse from the plantation were crossing the mountams toward the “free 
Northwest.” 

He went to Indiana and selected a home for his family, and in the fall 
of 1844, the family came over the mountains in wagons to the Hoosier state. 

The ancestry of Thos. D. Hubbard, on the father’s side, were old Vir- 
vinians. So tar back ae their record is known it was that of high moral char- 
acter, thorough integrity, and deep religions convictions. Like all the “F. F. 
V.’s to which they belonged, they counted largely on good blood and good 
family record. Being members of the. Friends’ church, they had not held 
slaves for about one hundred years before the birth of the subject of this 
sketeh, 

The mother of Thos. D. TWubbard was Abigail Coffin, a descendant of 
Tristram Colfin whose momument was erected on Nantucket Island about ten 
years ugo. She was the fifth generation from that distinguished ancestor. She 
was a woman of strong mental and physical powers, and a faithfal and lind 
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Christian mother, The purents of Me. Hubbard ware both thoroughly pions, 
und the home atmosphere was such as ie beet calenlated to boild moral hone 
and sinew, And fvom this fack Mr. Aurblurd was a subject of religious im- 
pressions in carly cheluhond. 

Se our subject has reform blood in his veine hy inheritance, by education, 
hy choice, by mental tauke-up and bv the grace of God, 

\fter the family reached the Northwest, having aaerifieed the southern 
plantation for the snake of liberiy und principle, for many years they ander- 
went the trials and hurdships incident to pioneer life, living in log cabins in 
the woods, am making urent eueriives to educate the children. The mother 
died in 1845, of one of tho malarions epilemies that swept away so many of 
those Opening tp homes in tlw new country. The next spring, 1846, the father 
wits kicked by whores. Te lived antv a few hours alter the accident, 

Thos. D, Hubbard was next to the youngest child and there being no 
older brother at home to help his father in the work of clearing and cultivatin 
the little farm in the woods, he stayed out of school to work and help his har 
worked father in grobbing, rail splitting, log rolling, plowing, hoeing, har- 
vesting the erope in summer ond fall, and wood enttmg and log hauling ‘n 
winter, So that he got very small start in schooling till after the death of his 
father, There boing only three wnmarried children after the father’s death, 
these bad te hunt ohont for same other home and hire out to work for other 
farmers. 

Thomas, then sixteen years ald, could scarcely tead intelligently or write 
lovibly, The hired himself te a neighobr to grub spiee brush, hazel brush, and 
born log heaps. Tle worked from one to two hours before breakfast each 
morning, and had set before hin on a plain wneovered wooden table for break- 
fust, cornbread, fat pork and inferior eaffee. lo say that this coarse fare and 
the hard work at fifty cents per day put the bey to thinking and planning 
what the future should te for hin, is making but slight mention of the facta. 
He worked anid saved his money to buy some heavy plain winter clothing and 
wenlvad with determination to have an eduention ond make his way upward 
in the world. When the winter school opened in the district, ho obtained board 
with a widow near the school house and worked mornings, ovenings and Satur- 
days for hist board. Reing ao for behind all others of tus age, and naturally 
af a timid disposition, put him very much at a disadvantage the firal winter, 
So while the other hovs played shinney, wrestled, ekated, he remained in his 
stat at noone and recesses and pored over his Ray's arithmetic or Pinnwo’s 
grammar, or Motintfey’® reader preparing his lssons. The boys were rude 
and mocked and jecred him when ont doors. Prt he tool it all quietly, setting 
himsecl? to forge ahead and iry te outstrip them at some future lime. Before 
the winter school clased, he had advanced ao that he was nearly alireast wilh 
those of his age in the Glasses. The teacher, seeing him so stuilions, took 
special pains to assist and eneourage him. 

At the close of that first winter's schooling, he hired to one of the leading 
farmers for the summer, und saved his money for the next winter's schooling; 
for be Th known the common district sehoolinw then had to be paid for in part 


HISTORY OF NEOSHO COUNTY, KANSAS, 466 


at least. "This wus before the day of the big liberal general school fund. So 
money had to be saved for books, writing paper, andl slates, clothing, wash- 
ing anc possible sickness. Le worked again for his board nights, mornings, 
Saturdays, and had the same kindly teacher as the previous winter, Before 
the close of this term, he was the farthest advanced of any in the school, His 
inoney was nol quite all spent. No tobacco, no drinks, no fine clothing, no 
hired buggies had need up his money, His guardian gave him about #47 to 
ild to his emall fund and his teacher enconraged him to go away to ap academy 
und continue his studies. 

At the academy the young men and young wamen were so mach better 
dressud than he that same of them looked askance wt his plain appearance and 
let lim coolly alone for the first term, But he worked so hard of nights on his 
lessons in the log eaxbin where he haarded a mile from the sehool, that he bac 
beyun te come to the front m oll his classes; and during the second term he 
cane to be specially apt in Stoddars Intellectual Arithmetic, and i Brown's 
Advanew? Grammar. In the classes in intellectual arithmetic, he would rise 
and stand with the book closed and repeat the mast difficult problems without 
looking wh them, and solve them voeally, reeiting buch process as rapidly as 
soe children repeat the multiplication tahle, 

The severe mental training thus obtamed hogan to he of service in sith» 
amjuent terms in the higher mathematics, and it has been of constant nae in wll 
his subsequent bueiness carcer. He oan at sixty-two years of age eall the 
footings or results in ealenlations in ordimary transactions while other men 
have only begun to peneil down the problem to werk it by long process, 

Mr. Hubhard’s training in reading, in the study of language, In the prac 
fienl mathematios and in composition, was so much more thorongh than the 
mere skimming and lame attempts at learning in most schools by the mass 1 € 
those who go to school, that he hos seen with regret all his life the need of more 
exacting teachers and trainers at children and young people in the schools. Bat 
what young wen or young women dont know well, they cannot teah well. 

Thos, D. Hubbard went throvgh the eivil war in Company D, of the 70th 
Tndiond infantry, commanded by Col. Bon. Harrison; and at the close of the 
war, he wont to the University of Michigan at the age of twenly-five, and took 
some special studies fora time. When the law school of the university opencd, 
le entered and teolk the law course under the late Judges Thos. M. Cooley and 
J. V. Campbell af the supreme eourt of Mietigan, who were professors in the 
law college at Avn Arbor, with Judges Chas. [ Walker and Ashley Pond, 
Prat, Gooley appomted Mr. Hubbard librarian of the law library, whieh place 
he occupied till he graduated when twenty-seven years old in the same class 
with Judge Peters of Newton, Hon. E. P. Allen, Ton. Byron M. Cutehon, the 
latter two of Michigan, Gen. W. H. H. Beadle of Uiah, Hon, M. Brosins, 7f 
Pennsylvania, all of whem have been in congress several terms exeept Genera! 
Beadle. ‘Uhe Hon, J. V. Quarles, now in the U. S. Senate from Wisconsin > 
Hon. HW. M. Towle and J. LL. Tigh, eminent lawyers of Chicago, and Colonel 
Morrow, famous as a learned agriculturist of Illinois, were graduates in the 
class with Mr. Hubbard. 
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Mr, Hubbard attributes some ineasure of his business suceess to the fact 
of I\is Jogal training ino vollege presided over by such uminent jurists ag Judges 
Camphell, Cooley, Walker and Pond. In Many important negotiations and 
contentions in large business transuetions where the other parties were rep- 
resented by one or two able attorneys, he has suecesstully conducted his own 
side of the transaction without the aid of an altorney, and has himself drawn 
the long contracts and lwasee which the other attorneys were obliged to adviae 
their clicnts to sign ani seal without amendment. 

Having contracted a severe throat trouble nvar the close of the war, this 
continued and brought on ehrome weakness of the vocal organs si that Me. 
Hubbard decided it would be unwise for him to continue the practice of hie 
profession after he was admitted te the supreme court of Michigan. 

Going 1 New York for mejical advice from Professors Sayre amd the 
elder Flint, he got into mereantile life hy becoming the traveling representative 
of the oldest of the book publishing houses of that city. which business took 
him to every city and Jarge town im the United States from Topeka, Kansas, to 
Augusta, Maine, and from Minneapolis, Minnesota, to New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Me thus had unlimited experience and oheervation of men and things, 
plices and conditions, Saving as much of his wages as the expenatve cireum- 
stances of the business would permit, he was on the lookout for a favorable 
place te start in business for himself on his small sayings. 

In May, 1A72—thirty years agoe—he prt hia $400 with #600 more loaned 
him by his cousin, Chas. FP. Cattin, and joining with Elliot Jones, a olerk im the 
aftion of the commandant of the nilitary post at Columbus, who put m a like 
amount of capital they bonght a small hook and stationery business directly 
oppasite the state house and alongside of the postoftior. 

Reing now in business for himsell, it heeame a fight for his business life, 
He econamized in expenses, worked about sixteen hours a day, used his business 
oxperionee to advantage in his competition with the two large and heayily cap- 
italized hovses there iy the same business, had courage, staying qualities, self 
contrel, politencas. In about two years he sold out to his partner and went 
around toa cross street and opened ina small way a wholesale business, married 
Miss Bligabeth J. Tlowell when he was thirty-five years old, and she a schoo) 
teacher twenty-six years old, healthy, ruddy faced, with hig dark eyes, retiring 
flisposition, entirely without means, but possessed with the idea of working to 
help forward her hushand’s undertakings, which as an inexperienced woman 
she contd only do by work in honsekeeping. tn plainly furnizhed rooms above 
the store, hoarding their few elerks and packers. 

Mr. Hubhard foywnd himself wp against & hard proposition when he tried 
to find efficient and trustworthy salesmen to travel for him. So he was obliged 
to do a large part of his own traveling and with orders obtained run in and 
pack, mark charge and ship them himself. Lis small stock and smaller 
capital would not permit him to outhid the big wholesale houses and take therr 
well known and infinential traveling salesmen. So he worked along as best he 
eould, trying to train one young man after another and on nine out of 
ten of no value; but never censing to work himself, he finally found a sma!l 
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siza@l young man who had painstaking habits, ready with a pen, a quick caicuia- 
tor, and thoughtful about his business. This young man soon caught on and 
took the road ae a salesman and was successful for himeelf and for his em- 
ployer, As the business began to grow and widen, others sought employment, 
and of a hundred who were tried, about five were retained as having ability 
sufficient to make their expenses and not absolutely lose money for the house. 
Tlow few there are who have the patience, the perseverance, the constant indus- 
try reyuisite to real sucvess in any great line of business. Oh, there is always 
room at the top. The bottom is crowded. Young man, will you heed the lesson 
of this very brief sketch and get in your mind deep and lasting the fact that 
life iz varnest and that you must be patient, persistent, painstaking, indus 
trious, if you would master the business you undertake, whether it be farming, 
atock prawing, mercantile or professional ? 

1 cannot take the space to follow in detail the various struggles and mas- 
leries of the subject of this sketeh, T mention a few things that should be of 
value to other young men. 

Just when he had advanced through soine of the earller difliculties and hast 
demonstrated lis indomitable conrage in the fave of the most discouraging cir- 
cumetonees, some wealthy manufacturers of paper, needing wider distributing 
facilitws for thei output, visited Mr, Hubbard's little one room wholesale 
place and offered hin their paper in car lote at favorable prices on favorable 
terms. Myr, Hubbard said to them, “Yes, Ud like to handle your paper in big 
lots, bat Tan not tinaneially powerful and [ don’t want to go in debt tor 
heavily, You will want your pay for your goods, Tf wisold, | might be wnable 
To pay promptly when the notes ¢ame Jue.” 

They replied, “We have found ont and are satisfied with your honesty and 
your wiflagying attention to your business. We believe you ave going to build 
up a bie business. Let us ship oar paper to you. If you don’t sell 16 before ths 
bills are due. we will extend them wud favor you. Only keep us advised of the 
situation mad be careful not to sell to fiems who ape bad pay.” 

Mr, Hubbard told Huan that he would tre it. Taving thus attranted the 
favor and obtained the yrowmd floor prices of the big mills, ho wae placed in 
position to offer low prices to the biy consumers who bought in large quantities. 
His business enlarging, he soon found himself compelled to toove tits house 
keeping out of the boilding and fill all the stories with bis merchandise, and in 
no very long time, he needed and leased the next building to the one he had 
ecenpied. 

Saniny a vacant pieen of ground lying just aeroes the narrow street sn 
the rear of the great popalar hotel of the vity, and entending through to a wider 
but unfashionable street, it occurred bo him it would he a good place for a cheap 
building for his business, He sunght the owner, the wife of Obio’s first 
Republican governor, and negohating with the now ex-gavernor, obtained it. 
under perpetual lease with the privilege of buying it in fee simple at a very 
low price—it was in an unfashionable locality. \ 

The wealthy manufacturers whose paper he had handled in large lots, 
came to him and volunteered to furnish him a largo part of the money to erect 
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w building on this zeownd big enough to accommodate his rapidly enlarging 
business, and to accept his note for the loan withont eeenrity, This liberality 
hase on the industry. the uomomy, the honesty, the executive ability they md 
admired in Myr. Hibbard, enabled him to eroet a large wholesale block that he 
could not have erected without their aid. 

The enlarging business brought multiplied demands on Mr. Hubbard's 
personal utlention, and within abeut four more veare of work almost nivht and 
lay, thie etrennous lify began to tell on Mr, Tlubbard’s health. Tis medical 
wlvisers advised retirement from mereantile life, rest for a year or two and then 
Open air basiness instead of a return te constant confinement in «a business 
olfie: ander a load of cares us here-tofore. Hoe began immediately to organize 
and incorporate a stock company to tale over the merehandise and good will 
of the business and release him. ‘luling one-fourth of the stock himself and 
presenting to his oldest and most efficient clerk about 86,500 of the stock, ae 
wuule this clerk president of the incorporated company, while a number of the 
reliable sulesinen he had trained put their aeceumulated earnings mto the stock 
nnd became directors, 

Mr. Hubbard left for Mlorida te winter and rest. It wasn’t long till the 
wealthy people of this southern winter resort persuaded him to visit at their ex~ 
pense some of the larger cities in the interest of their town and boom it. So 
Mr, Hubbard, while in light and comfortable work, was not idle. 

Leaving Florida when the heat, the pnats, the moequitoes of May became 
unendurable, Mr. Hubbard came north and hunted up a farm where the gentle 
breezes and pure upland air of Kansas make life pleasant and health vigorous. 

And this is how Thos. D. Hubbard eame back to the oveupation of his 
howhood ays, which furnishes the reason of his present vigorons and active 
life, and his bnevant health. 

In early life Thos. D. Hobbard was handicapped by lack of education. Te 
went to work in dead earnest to overcome that ohstacle: but because of lack of 
money, he was compullod to work on farms in summers and teach or attend 
achonts in winters till the civil war came on and ended bie schooling for three 
years, then at twenty-five he was still determined to go to college. Tle only 
dlesed the college door behind him when he was twenty-seven years old, and 
started out without money to begin the work of making a living, THe wae 
badly handicapped in his earlier business undertakings by lack of capital; but 
he did all he could to overcome this by untiring energy and never ending work. 

This serappy brief sketeh has mentioned some fants of the industrious life 
af Mr. Hubbard. 

Thos. D. Hubbard began just thirty years ago with only $600—he is now 
possessed of property valued af $100,000, und Mrs. Flubbard is possessed of 
proporty valued at $20,000. 

Their only children were two sons. Thetr son Charles C. Hubbard is sec- 
retary of tho Kentucky Lumber and Voneer Company, a wealthy corporation of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Their son Roscoe C, Tubbard has a position with a large Dlectrie Machine 
Manufacturing company, 
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So that Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard are now without other members of the 
family except the hired help in the house and on the farm at Roseland. They 
are as busy as any people in Neosho county—they have worked under the grin:t- 
stone of poverty. They now both work because they enjoy looking after things 
and love to see them grow. | 

Young men, young women, get an education—don’t rest till you get an 
education. 
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Special Preface. 


In preparing the history of Wilson county Mr. Gilmore has, except in a 
few articles, where due eredit is given, sought original sources and other 
sources of absolute authority for all facts necessary for the development of the 
story of his county from the century of exploration, through the several 
changes in territorial boundaries and to the final disposition of the aborigines 
whose habits, customs and history are also liberally treated for the first time in 
local history. 

The story increases in interest as the period of white settlement is reached 
and the history of civilized society is bronght out and the important events are 
treated in their chronological order. From a personal acquaintance with the 
events of the county almost from the date of its organization and from records 
of them made at the time and preserved, as it were, for this emergency, the 
writer is equipped, as few are, to do justice to the history of his county. 

The important departments of the work are, “From Columbus to Louis- 
iana;” “The Osage Indian and his Treaties;’ “The Courts and Lawyers ;” 
“Settlements by Townships: :*” “Klection Statistics :” “Oil and Gas Develop- 
ment;” “Financial Exhibit;” ete., and to those who have rendered material 
aid in the compilation of any portion of the work he presents herein his 
acknowledgments, brief and without formality. 

THE PUBLISHER. 


BIOGRAPHIES. 


JOHN L. SHINN—More than two centuries ago, or, to speak hy dates, 
in 1677, there came from England one John Shinn and settled in New Jersey. 
He is mentioned in the early annals of the Jersey colony as a “genteel Quaker,” 
an elder in the church. His piety was certainly of the true kind, for it has 
leavened the lump pf his generations for more than two hundred years, his 
descendants being found not only as elders and overseers in orthodox Quakers, 
but active and conspicuous in other Christian denominations, One is an Episte- 
palean rector in Boston, another a Univyergalist preacher of the same place, 
and many are ministers in the Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian and Disciples’ 
chureh, a few being numbered among the Latter Day Saints, 

During the revolutionary war three brothers, Levi, Clement and Jonathan 
Shinn, migrated from New Jersey to the western part of Virginia and took up 
land m what is now Lfarrison county, West. Virginia, under the old “Tomahawk 
right,” which consisted im “blazing out” with ihe tomahawk a certain area to 
Which the settler made ¢laimn and by this stiuple act of ownership secured title. 
There in the wilds of the then frontier, “hevond the great mountains,” (Alle- 
vhanies) they established a settlement, built houses, opened fields, trafficked 
with the Indians and earried on agriculture in a smull way. ‘he settlement, 
in time, assumed the dignity of a town und was named for them, Shinnston, 
being now one of the principal country towns of Harrison eounty. Here, Asa 
J, Shinn. the father of the subjeet of this sketch was born, the first white child 
horn oo the farm whieh afterward became the site of the town. He was a 
sou uf Elder Levi Shinn and a nephew of the celebrated Asa Shinn, and was 
twive married and the futher of ten children, Jolin L. of this article being the 
younyest birth of the first marriage. 

Ania Flower was the maiden name of the mother of John L. Shinn and 
shv was also born near Shinnston. Sarah Flower Adains, authoress of the 
livain “Nearer, My God, to Thee.” wus closely related to the mother of the 
aubject of this sketch. Asa J. Shinn moved with his family in 1834 to Illinois 
and settled in Fulton eounty. where, on June 26, 1836, Jolin L. was born. The 
mother dying im 1844, the father returned with his children to the old state 
where he subsequently remarried and there lived and died, his death occurring 
May %4, 1885, in the eighty-third year of his age. He was a volunteer for the 
Union during the civil war, doing good seryice in the defense of the flag even 
at the advanced age of sixty and over. 
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John L. Shinn was reared mainly in Harrison county. (now) West Vir- 
win, where in private schools and in the “old field academy” of the carly 
days, he received a good Bnglish education. Ile had a “turn for books” and 
while yet a youth made long excursions into the fields of general literature, 
poetry and romance where he stored his mind with good thoughts and fed 
on the purest imagery of the best authors, Teaching seemed to accord with 
lis tastes and for the time to afford the readiest means of a livelihood. He 
turned his attention to school room work, following it for thee or four years 
before attaining his majority, 

About this time the leaven of piety inherited from his Quaker anecesturs 
began to work in his spiritual nature and young Shinn conceived it to be his 
duly to declare the mi He heecame a mimater of the Universalist chureh and 
procliimed that doctrine with viger and received from it a womforting and ene 
Taining influence. 

The opening of the civil war found Mr, Shinn on a farm in Larrison 
county, Virginia, dividing his tine between agriculture and the ministry, and, 
although he had a wife and two small children dependent on him he laid aside 
the claims of these, on the eall for volunteers, and enlisted in the Lath regiment 
of Virginia state troops for service in the Union army, He was in the ser- 
vice till the close of hostilities, reviving his diseharge on the general surrender 
in 1865, In the spring of the same year he moved to Hancock county, Illinois, 
where he resided a little more than ten years, coming thunee to Neosho county. 
Kansas, in February, 1876, and settling in April of the saane year in Pleasant 
Vulley township, Wilson county. 

Mr, Shinn took a claim on settling in Wilson county and has been engaged 
niore or lows in farming and stockraising here for the past twanty-five years. 
Lu LATS he wae elect! superintendent. of public instruction for Wilson county. 
~wrving a term of two years as euoh. Ln the meantime, while residing in Dl 
nolé and also alter coming to Kansas, he did much ministerial work, ospecially 
as a publo dehater, standing forth prominently as the champion of Universal- 
ist and welnoming every encounter where the tenets of the faith he profersed 
were 1 TasUe, 

Along with this sert-of wurk Mr. Shinn also inade, during those yuares, 
frequent sallies into the political arena and here lie efforts were felt, Tle 
sfovl for the rights of (he many against the clams of the few, His polities 
is a part of hie religion. His belief is that all greal issues should be moral 
issues, and, that the right must and will finally prevail. 

Allusion haa already been made to Mr. Shinn’s family. He anarried in 
Marion County, (now) Weet Virginia. June 21, 1854. His wife, whose maiden 
name wis Louisa Sturm, a daughter of Tsase ©, ond Margaret Sturm, was 
horn in that county, Feptember 15, 1838, und like her husband was a descend- 
ant of one of the early settled families of the Old Dominion, The issues of 
thie union have been three sons and 4 daughter, Jesse F.,the present efficient anid 
popular court stenographer of the seventh judicial district of Kansas, Benjamin 
V., county attorney of Neosho county, Kansae; Joseph (., clerk for Division 
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Superintendent Barnes of the Santa Fe railroad company and Miss Jennie, one 
of the successful teachers of Wilson county. 

In their modest prairie home in Pleasant Valley township, a place which 
with the wid of a generous soil and the gracious sunshine and showers of o 
Kansas climate sets forth in most pleasing fashion the diligent labors, care and 
forethought of its owners, Mr. and Mrs. Shinn are spending their declining 
years in comfort and ease, and the picture which their home life presents is one 
of especial interest and significance, this allusion to it being fully justified 
by the lesson it teaches regardless of its appropriateness to this biography. 
They have grown old together in a most affectionate and beautiful way. Their 
union has served to vindicate the law of affinitics and to present a choice ex- 
saa ee domestic harmony, confidence and deyotion. The story of their 
wedded life is a sermon of radiant and salutary meaning and its chief lesson 
is that there is honest, steadfast and unperishable goodness in the scheme uf 
society. The eyme stands silent where fireside virtue is so well declared; the 
infidel encounters here a form of religion that he is bound to respect, There 
eould not be a more impressive picture of the better side of human nature. 

On the occasion of the eelebration of the thirty-fifth anniversary of their 
wedding Mr, and Mrs, Shinn assembled a number of their friends and neigh- 
bors at their home and gave them an old-fashioned dinner where every one 
present was made to feel the humanizing influence of that greatest of all vir- 
tues, genoine, unstinted hospitality, and, at the conclusion of which Mx. Shinn 
read the following lines written by himself as in keeping with the occasion | 


Tow fast the eveles run, dear wife, 
It seems but yesterday 

That we were in the prime of life; 
Now we are growing gray. 


The sun is in the western sky; 
Autumnal bannere bright 

Wave us a welcome from on high, 
All clothed in gorgeous light. 


The bud and bloom of other years, 
Sweet years though filled with care, 
And sometimes watered with our tears, 
Are fruits now, ripe and rare, 


So rapidly the years go by, 
Thirty and five have sped 
Since at the altar you and I 
Tn bloom of life were wed. 


Neighbors and friends you are weleome all 
Qn this our wedding day, 

And may autumnal blessings fall 

Likewise along your way. 
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ALEXANDER DAVID CROOKS—Congpicuous in his business relations 
to the city of Fredoma and to a large portion of Wilson county is the subject 
Of this brief article. Brought up in the county, as be was, he has ever been un 
integral part of it and with the approach of manhood’s estate, and since then, 
he has filled his station among men with that honorable bearing and with that 
integrity and wprightness of character which has ever marked the presence 
of genuine American manhood. 

Born near Bulfulo, Chambers county, Alabama, Dewamber 23, 1861, Mr. 
Crooks is a son of that worthy pioneer of the OCudar township prairie, James 
Crooks, whose life achievements. appear in brief elsewhere in this work. nr 
subject was twelve years old when le began his life in Wilson county. His 
bovhood and youth were passed wholly wpon the farm and the country school 
provided him with the rudiments of an education. Before he attaimed his 
majority he entered the Kansas state noymal school—in 1882—and spent a year 
ai a balf in the work of finishing one of the courses of the institution. He 
then taught a year in his home vounty and returned to the normal and cam- 
teted the work of the Latin course, except one term of the Latin itsself, but. 
graduatod in June of TA87 in the Elementary course, The school year follow- 
ing his graduation he spent as principal of the high school in Oswego, The 
suceonding two years he filled a similar position in the Osage City schools and 
and the two yeare following he hal charve of the eity schools in Wakeeney, In 
1892 ho was elected as superintendent of the Fredonia schools, a pasition which 
he filled most acceptably for one year, closing his six years’ connection with the 
graded schools of the state in the sununer of 1803. During those six years he 
was also identified with the normal institute work of the state as instructor: 
five years in Wakeeney, one year in Kinsley and one year in Fredonia. 

Before leaving the Fredonia schools Mr, Crooks had arranged to enter 
the banking business as a stockholder in the First National Bank of Fredonia, 
Which institution he entered in Sepleomber, 1893. This bank was organized und 
became the State Bank of Fredonia in Jamnary, 1894. Mr, Crooks was chosen 
cashier of the new bank and has held that postition ever since, He is one of 
(he heavy stockholders of the institution and minch of the active management 
of its affairs have been largely in his hwnd: for some years, 

June 6, 1893, Mr. Crooks wae married to Miss Alina Root, an orphan Indy 
who was born in September, 1568, in Nebraska, The only ehild of this union 
ig Reed, born October 18, 1884. The murringe ocenrred at Roswell, Now 
Mex ice, 

Iu huis political relatious fo his county Me. Crooks is known as an un- 
swerving Republican. He has served by election on the city council of Fredonia 
and as city elerk. He is a member of the Fredonia commereml club and has 
been its sevretary since ils organization. Fraternally he ia a Master Mason. 

In religious matters lw is a Presbyteriud and has heen a member of this 
organization ot Fredonia for ahout ten years and is ita present treasurer. 
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ALLEN MeCARTNEY, M. D.—The pioneer whose name heads this 
artinig 1s one of the original residents of Neodeshu, Wilson eounty, and wus 
born in Marion county, Indian, June 14, 1838, Eis parents were M. D., and 
Elivabeth (Baylor) MeCartney, the father a native of Pennsylvania und the 
nether of Virginia, His paternal aneesters were of Trish blood who came to 
Aimeviea toward the close of the 18th century and, on his mother’s side, the 
Baylors came to Amoriea from Germany about the year 1770. Our aubjeat’s 
father died near Roekport, Missour', in 1862 and his mother passed away in 
1874. These worthy parents had seven children of whom Dr, MeCartney of 
this sketch was the youngest aml last surviver hut one—l. J. MoCartney, of 
Rockport, Missouri, beine the other. 

fy the common sehools ony subject obtained the foundation principles tur 
an elucation, His native state furnished the instruments of learning and le 
applied himsell jn the aeademy at Leayenworth and in the university of the 
state at Bloomington. whee he spent two years, On leaving aehool he went 
lo Fremont county, lowa. where he engaged in teaching sehool in winter and 
inade a hand on the farm the remainder of the year with his father who moved 
lo that state in L8Sd, 

He began the study of medicine wader the direction of Dr, Patterson, of 
Chambersbure, Lidianu—to whieh state he had returnul—and during the 
year S54 attended lectures in the Ohio Mediewl college at Cineinniti, Leaving 
school to bein practice the doeter went to Lexington, Mississippi, where le 
remained till the trend of political events caused him to return North aod he 
lovated in Atelusun county, Missouri; aguin joining tus father who had taken 
up tus residence there. After o bref period passed in Atchison county Dr. 
MeCartney came to Kansas which state has since heen his home. THe loented 
af, Neosho Palle in Woodson county, where he entered actively upon the prae- 
tice of his profession. Tle was svon recognized as a leading spirit in the eom- 
mimity aa took an wetive part io public affairs, During tie war he was em- 
ployed by the government as physician to the refugee Indians. 

In 1867 he formed a partnership with Alexander K, Phelon, ot Neosho 
Falls, and they built a large double log cadin near the foot of Little Bear 
Mound, about one mile from the present site of Neodesha, and opened 4 trading 
post, or supply depot, for the Osage Indians, on whose reservation the post 
was located, Recogiiaing the natural advantages of the place—at the junetion 
of the Verderris and Fall Rivers—the two partners, with Robert Puthey and 
John B. Keys, formed a town company and purchased the original townsite 
of Neodeshu. The treaty which ceded the Indian lands ty the United States 
wae surveyed and on Christmas day the same year MeCartney and Phelon com- 
pleted the first building in the new city; which building Dr. MeCartney named 
“Cho-oning.” the Osage ford for Neodesha; meaning “where wooded or tim- 
heared walers meet” The doctor had by his association with the Indians as 
yovernment physician beenme skilled in the use of their language and by the 
tribe he was universally respected. THe was on intimate terms with Little 
Bear, principal chief of the Osnge tribe (Little Osages) who died and was 
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buried, after the Indian custom, on the romantie mound overlooking the rivers 
and which has since been known as “Little Bear Mound.” 

OL the talents, oratory and good hard sense of Little Bear the doctor 
speaks in high terms. This antotored saveage was regarded a good Indian a 
long time before he was dead, and the peace which reigned universally between 
the red man and the pale face at the junction wf the rivers was maintained 
largely through his good offices. 

Dr. McCartney and Mr. Keys still reside in Neodesha, and are the only 
surviving members of the original townsite company. The firm of McCartney 
& Thelon continued prosperously in tuainess until 1872 when, by mutyal con- 
sent, (he partnership was dissolved. In 1882 Mr, Phelon removed to the state 
of Washington and afterward to Idaho where he died in 1901, Robert Futhey 
went to California in the latter part of the seventios and died there a number 
of yeare since, 

During his residence in Neosho Falla Dr. MeCartney met Miss Amanda 
Davis, a outive of Indiana and a daughter of O, Davis, of Neosho Rapids, Kan- 
sas, They were married in Emporia, Kansas, in Decembor, 1869, and took 
up their residence at onee on the townsite of Neodesha, Threo children have 
been born of this union, viz. Helen, who graduated from the Neodesha high 
achool, Look a year’s tuition in the Kansas state university and was married mm 
1896 to H. B. DeFord and now makes her home in Spokane, Washington; Her- 
bert, the second child, graduated in Neodesha schools, spent two years in the 
state university and is a farmer resident of Neodesha; Fae, the third child of 
our subject, also graduated in the high school of her native town and is a resi- 
dent of the family homestead, 

While a resident of Woodsen coumty, Dr. MoCartnoy was elected clerk of 
the district court and representative to the legislature, Hoe took his seat in the 
lower house of the legislature in January, 1862, Tn 1866 he was appointed 
ireusurer of Woodson county but resigned the position on doming to Wilson 
county, Tn I867 he was vlocted representative for Wilson county, as a1 Toide- 
pendent, and served one term. He hag served his city as mayor, councilman 
and treasurer wt iutervals since the organization of the town. 

The dowtor continues in the active work of his profession. No matter what 
his other husiness interests have been he has never lost interest m medicine aul 
has been ever ready to look after the healing of the sick. He has been medical 
examiner tor the New York Life Tosurance company for over thirly years. He 
is not a member of any religious dimominalion and politically he has alwnys 
althered to the tenets of Democracy. He ts & charter member of Harmony 
lodge, No. #4, A, F.& A. M,, ig an honored and respected qitizen of the town 
he helped to found, and which he namod, and he has given the hest of his 
earnest, sincere and active life to ite welfure Prony its birth. 
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ARZY FF. SHARP—Well known among the successful men of Duck Creck 
township, Wilson county, is he whose name heads this personal review. His 
youth had senree vanished when he took npon himeelf the responsibilities of 
dependent citizenship und at the age of 24 we find him entering wpon a career 
which thirteen years of successful pursning has brought to a close in the very 
hoonduy of his uchievements. As merchant, postmaster, and station agent at 
Buxton, Arzy FP. Sharp was widely known and served well his employers, his 
patrons, and himeell. 

Mr, Sharp was horn in Wood County, Ohie, April 18, 1863. His ancestors 
were people of the ovat for his lather, Uhrietopher Sharp, was born near New 
York City where his father. Garret Sharp, was an early-day preacher and from 
where he brought his family into Ohie and located thom in Franklin county, 
That the early Sharps were of Germon origin is quite certain for Garrett Sha 
duliverwel his sermons in both the German and the English, The latter settle 
a farm in the then new and wooded country of Ohio and reared his sons and 
daughters to halite of industry. 

Christopher Sharp, our eubjeet’s father, was born i 1810 and learned to 
farm on the wooded frontier of the Buckeye state. Tle was put to the tailors 
trade young and he followed it Li about the date of his marriage, He then 
returned to the duties of the farm and was identified with that phase of human 
activity the remainder of his life, Tle wae a nian of considerable military ex- 
penence, Te entered the army in early life, joining the 4rd Cavabry and in- 
tending to go lo the Paeifie voast for serviee bal enroute to thetr destination 
in Oregon the order wis countertoanded al St. Louis and the regiment was 
(ransfurved from the Pacific service to Mexican war service, He did duty in 
this war with lis regiment and was afterward granted a land warrant for such 
service, which warrant he “laid” in Wood county, Ohie, During the war of the 
rebellion he enlisted in the hundred day serviee, being in the 111th regiment, 
andl form lime after his disehaurge from this regiment he was at home attending 
to the worle of his farin. ‘Toward the elose of the war he again enlisted, this 
time in the Dddth regiment of infantry from whieh he was discharged before 
the aspiration of his service. on a surgeon's certificate of disability. While tn 
the fick! he was ou daty much in the hospital for 7t was discovered that he 
was an adept at this sort of work. ‘aking wp eiyil life again it was to return 
to his family on the farm. 

Hw reared a tantly by two wiarriages, Tis first wife was Mary Clark, who 
left. at her denth, twelve children, nine of whom lived to maturity. For his 
sneaud wif he married Mary Oldham (November 20, 1852), the mother of our 
subject. She was born in Burgen county, New Jersey, and was a daughter of 
Thomas Oldham. Her parents came to Ohio in 1845 when she was eight years 
of ange and settled in Deleware county. Tho childron of this marriage were 
Emma, wife of George Hunimell, of Oklahoma; Austin W., of Arkansas; Lewis 
G., of Buxton, Kansas; Franklin, deceased young; Arzy Franklin, of this 
review, und Loella, deceased, 

Christopher Sharp died August 15, 1877. He was a quiet mon of religions 
turn and erected his residence in Ohio with the object in view of furnishing a 
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place to hold meetings of those of lis faith. He said little about politics and 
believed in the tenets of the United Brethren church, 

Aray F. Sharp came to Kansas after he had finished his career ag a pupil 
in the country school, He came to Wilson county in August, 1880, and pros- 
pected about for a year, tinally returning home through Missouri and making 
a stop enroute. Te came west again in 1882 and located in Talleyrand town- 
ship on a farm; but he rather fell out with farming in three or four years and 
went to Fredonia where he fonnd! eimploynent in a briekyard and afterward 
on the railroad. Le accumulated w little money in this way and made small 
loans te persone in the country, sinong whout was the merchant at Buxton. Te 
satisfy this debt the merchwnt torned over a part of his stock of goods to our 
subject and he seld them ont there, thus permitting himeelf to embark in the 
mercantile business almost againal Iie will. He was induced by friends and 
by the suceess of hig first sentire to put ino small stewk of coods himsell aud 
in Angust, 1889, he received his first bill of goods. THe made application for 
the appointment as postinaster of the place which he reweived on the 9th of 
May that, year. 

Jannary 15, 181, Mr. Sharp married May L. flenn, a dunghter of Daniel 
'T. Hann, who brought his family do Kaneas from Maryland, where Mrs. Sharp 
wus born in 1872. The children of this uwnien are, Bessie ML, Mabel C., and 
Merritt Arsy. 

In all his efforts of the past eleven yours Mr. Sharp has been ably assiated 
by bis faithfol and constant companion. Ter interests in their welfare hae 
heen apparent in the condyet of the store as well as in the orderly and eystem- 
atic supervision of the family and in other capacities wherein her husband's 
attention was diverted elsewhere. Whatever of credit is due for the succuss 
wind the achievements of Mr. Sharp, one-half of it he cheerfully concedes to hia 
wife and mother of his children, 

In February, 1896, Mr. Sharp was offered the agency of the Buxton station 
by the Sonta Fo railway company, which he aceepted and held for eight years, 
und, without previous training or experience, conducted the offies with eminunt 
satisfaction to the company and its patrons and with credit to himself. He 
handled alse the express for the Wells-Fargo company. Mr. Sharp condueted 
these various interests all at the seme time and that without loss to either, Hu 
hoilt up a mereantile business in Buxton which was 4 compliment to his enter- 
prise and thrift. While in business he attended to that alone, politics and the 
exvitements of the chase or of games to the contrary notwithstanding. He hues 
held no office, has sought none, and is an exponent of the Republican party. 


JOMN NEWLAN D—The late sulyject of this sketch was one of the early 
setilers of Chetopa township, Wilson connty, and wae born in Payette county, 
Ohio, August 2, 1822. His father was Nicholas Newland and his mother 
hore the maiden name of Priscilla Murphy, both of whom were natives of Vir- 
ginia. he father of Nicholas Newland was John Newland, who served seven 
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years and more in the Colonial war for American Independence. Nicholas 
Newland was in the Mexican war and both he and his father took part in the 
early Jindian wars of our country. About 1820 Nicholas Newland brought his 
arid out to Fayette county, Qhie, whore he settled as one of the first of the 
coanty, 

Jolin Newland, of thie article, was reared in his native county, was mar 
red (heen to Rachael MeAuley 77 1888 and in 1851 moved out to Cedar county, 
lowa. Rachael MeAuley was a danghter of William McAuley who settled 
m Taghlind ceunty, Ohio, from Virginia, in which latter state Rachael wus 
horn, Jolin Newland and his wife lived in Cedar and Marshall counties, Iowa, 
some elvhteen years and then cane to Kansas. The circumstances attending their 
advent to this state wast vs follows: Jolin Newland, accompanied by his son, 
Silas J., and two neighbers, Philip Ballard wid Benjamin Hopkins, came oul 
ona tow of inspection in the saminer of 1868 and traveled over south central 
Kansas and jnto the Indian Territory as far south as Vinila, Being pleased 
with the country, and having decided to locate. Mr. Newland and two sons, 
Silas J, and Jolin L,, and two sensin-law, Blisha Wright and Orson Thurber, 
returned to Kansas in the spring of 1860 and effected a settlement in Wilson 
county, To the tall of the sane venr the remainder of the family brought te 
their new location the stock and other personal offeets of the Newlands and be- 
came perminent settlers of the eonnty. The Newlands were thus one of the 
first fumilies lo suttle ia Chetopa township where they hive since been repre- 
sented, ad there are more of John Newlhind’s dseendants im Wilson county 
than these of any other man whoever lived init. This was his home ever afer- 
ward. but hie deuth occurred on Grand River in the Jadian Territory April 
8, 1877. 

John Newlimd was «1 irue pioneer. Tle seemed never to be satistial unless 
he was on the froutien. He imbhwrited thie trait from his ancestors whe had 
pionvered for generations before hin, THe was of a restless. aguressive disposi- 
tion but did not underestimate the value of industry, He behevul in well- 
ordered society and in all the olemnents and accessories of the same. His wife 
survived him till January 19, 189), when she passed away in Wilson coonty. 
Mrs. Newland was of disposition vastly different from her hashand. While 
coming of pioneer stock she did not like the fronticr. She was fond of the 
orderly, auitled pursaits of eivilization, loved her home and wished to build 
vp and bemutify it; liked her aeighhors and was chiefly concerned in seeing her 
children pppropriately married and settled in life, Both she and her hosband 
were members of the Christiun ehurch to which orgunization they attached 
themselves Crom the Methodist chureh on conting to Wilson county. When 
they setdled here the Christian chureh had an organization here and the Meth- 
oflists had none, and for several years afterward. hence their change in church 
relationship. They joined the Christian chureh ut Long Mound, Neosho conn. 
ty, and held membership tn it at their deaths. 

John and Rachael Newland were the parents of sixteen children, all of 
whom heeame grown and twelve of whom are how liying and married, These 
ore Eliza Jane, who first married Jolin Henderson, killed in battle at Pleasant 
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Hill, Lonisiana, April 9, 1864, as a member of the 32nd Lowa volunteer in- 
fantry, when she afterward married Patrick Short; Silae J.; John Loois; Mar- 
garet, witw of Mlisha Wright; Sarah, who married O. T. Thurber; Mary, now 
Mrs, John Dickey; James Weeley; William Madison: Charles E.; Daniel Riley ; 
Thomas JeYorson and Sunmel B. At the time of her death Mrs. Newland 
had living twelve sons und daughters, and forty-six grand children and some 
ninety descendants in all. She died at the residence of her son, Charles i. 
Newlund, where she had made her home tor some yars. 

Charles BE. Newland was born in Marshall county, lowa, June 4,1849. He 
passed his childhood there and his youth in Wilson county, Kansas. He mar- 
ried Margaret Steeves, of Wilson county, in March, 1882. Mrs. Newland was 
« daughter of Robert R. Steeves, mentioned on another page of this volume. 
Six children have bem bern to Charles 2. and Margaret Newland, as follows: 
Rmivia Mabel, Bessie BMllen, Dillard Riley, Jolin Louis, Gertie, Melinda, and 
eme died in infaney- 


DR. THOMAS BLARKESLEE, of Neodeshw, than whom no man in his 
vounty stands higher socially or professionally, came to Wilson county a young 
wan of twenty-seven with a good soldier record to his eredit and with medical 
attainments just ripe for suecessful practice. For a few weeks he took # pre- 
lmimery observation of the eonntry from Altoona and in May of 1870 he local- 
ed purmanently in Noodestit. 

Borw in Broome county, New York, Doctor Blakeslee is a sou of Nelson 
wad Catherine (Partridue) Blakeslee, whe were natives of New York state and 
of Baltinarvy, Maryland, respectively, In early life the father was a teachar 
but later a farmer, and in 1Ad6 emigrated from his native state to MeMMenry 
vemity, Hints, Ue liver to the age of eight-two yeare while hie wife died at 
‘liout sixty-five yeare Of thoir seven children only three survive, ae follows ; 
Josephine; Dr. Thomas, and Deles Blakesloo, who resides in Chicago, Illinots. 

Dr. Blakeslee waa born August 26, 1843, and was edueated in the schools 
of Woodstock, ILlinois. Among his earliest, experiences as a young man was his 
trip Into Towa where he was in the envploy of the Dubuque and Sun City ratl- 
road for two years. Soon after his return home in 1862, he enlisted in Com- 
pany F, 95th Illinois volunteer infantry, which immediately became a part of 
Grants forces operating along the Mississippi river. Mts first real fighting took 
place near Viekshurg, 1863, and from May 19th to July 4th our subject saw the 
roulities of war, Viekshure captured, the regiment was ordered down the river 
tu Natchez and from (hat point in 1864 it went on the Red River expedition 
with General Bunks, A. J. Smith's corps; helped capture Fort De Ruasy, thonce 
te Memphis and across the state to Nashville, where the doctor was in the siege 
and battle December 15th and 16th, 1864. The regiment was ordered to New 
Orleans and thence to Forts Spanish and Blakely in Mobile Bay, which engage- 
ments, April 8 and 9, 1865, were the last of the war for this command, In 
September, 1865, Dr, Blakeslee was discharged at Springfield, [inois, after 
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three youre and three months of active service. MWe made no hospital reeord 
(luring all this time and has never been an applicant for a pension. 

As 1 business for life the doctor chose the subject of medicine and begun 
its study with Dr, James Northrap, of Woodstock, Ulimois, and tinished with 
h three vears’ course in Rush Medical college, graduating during the term of 
1sh9-70, He came direct to the west and was soon located in Neodesha, As 
a Citiven of Wilson county he has been recognized all along as most worthy and 
competent and his tellow-countrymen have not hesitated to call him to pablie 
‘uty. Tle wus a member of the first council of Neodesha and aided in formu- 
lating the first government of the town. We served one term as rewister of 
deeds of Wilson county; was eolleetor of internal revennve under the adminis- 
trations of Presidents Horrison and MeKinley, and wis a member of the state 
hour of charities nuder the regime of Governor Morrill in 1896, and has been 
wutvor uf hiz town. From 1872 to 1884 he wae pension examiner, prior to the 
organization of vounty pension bounds, und earries a fine gold wateh ae a 
present From the pensioners in token of their appreciation of his long and 
efficient service in their behalf. He is now medical director for Kansas of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. 

In January, 1873, Dr. Blakesloe was married to Mise Grace Barton, born 
in Ohio and a daughter of Captain W. H. and Mary d. (Johnston) Barton, 
horn alee ip that state. Captain Barton wae a grandson of Col, William Barton 
the canter of the Britizeh General Prescott during the revolutionary war. He 
served on the staff of the gavernor of Ohio during the rebellion and died July 
4, TB98, at seventy-nine years of age. His wife died in January, 1899, aged 
sixty-seven years. Mrs. Dr Blakeslee is one of five children in family, and had, 
herself, five children, namely: Barton, who is married to Tessiana MeCarthy 
and yostdes ty Neodesha; Helen Gilmore, wife of Altis Hopkins: two infants 
Ayevased, and Miss Florence, a graduate of the Neodesha high school, class of 
(901, Mrs. Blelkestoe je o member of the Topeka chapter af the 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, and of the Presbyterian church. 
The doctor is a Mason, « member of Abd-el-Kader Commandery, Kiights 
Templar of Fredonia, Tle was the first commander of Humphrey Post, G. A. 
t.. af Neodesha, The post was named for Colonel Humphrey of the 95th 
I}linois, who was killed at Guntown. Mississippi. 

Dr. Blakeslee is one of the oldest practitioners of the Osage Indian reserve 
and it is said of him that he never wilfully refused to honor a call for his pro- 
fessional serviees on account of the penury of his patron. When times were 
hard. as they frequently were in the early history of Kansas, he often carried 
hie patients beefstealk and flour and exultantly remarked that it was the best 
medicine he administered. A friend has remarked that a fee at the other end 
of a visit wae not the sole attraction for the doctor, It seemed a pleasure for 
him to be able to reheve suffering and the weather was not too severe or the 
journey loo long when a call to duty came, He has had a sympathetic friend 
and helper in the person of his wife whose appreciation of his professional work 
has been demonstrated to a lavish degree. 
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ORVAL JEFFERS—The gentleman whose name introduces this record 
is one well und widely known throughout his community and is one of the char- 
acters of Wilson county, where he has resided for thirty-five years. He was 
born in Lee county, Iowa, March 22, 1845, Tis parents were Brooken and 
Catherine (Hlsworth) JJ atfora, the fother a native of Virginia and the mother 
of Wapello county, lowa. 'The parents were farmers and resided in Lee and 
Clarke counties, nwa, and when our subject was a lad of nine years he aided 
his father as an ox driver, freighting goods from Keokuk to Des Moines. 

In 1848 Krooken Jeffers loft Lowa with ltis family, bound overland for 
Kansas. He reached the Kaw river on the 16th of June and leased from a 
Wyandotte Indian, Matthew Mudeater, a tract of land in the timber and set 
about clearing a part of it up for farming. His son, Orval, had learned to 
swing the ax ap on Grand river in Northern lowa and became an invaluable 
aid in the werk of logging in the heavy Gouber of the old tine Kaw, The exact 
point of their pidnver operations was at the place now known at Armetrong, 
near old Wyandotte, and as the process of clearing and farming went on Orval, 
Who became widely known as “the timber boy.” passed his idle hours on the 
trail of the game of (he forest or tu aport with bie Indian boy associates or in 
hauling wood to the markets of the city ut the mouth of the Kaw. 

Orval Juffers was one of a faniily of three children. Hoe youth was posed 
amid the scenes aud custome of the frontier und the educational advantages to 
whivh he had access were such us the crue school eyetem of that day provided. 
Reading, writing and arithmetic received some attention but orthography was 
a saperflucus, und therefore, a neglected study. But the times and the vondi- 
tions were most faverable to the development of physical manhood and our 
subject fared marvelously along this line. Logying ts au ideal developer of 
tiusele ond all the country uronnd about the mouth of the Kaw river suffered 
mort or leas from his timber entiing and saw-logging inoursions. He helper 
remove the troes from the grownd new occupied by the Kansas City wien 
depot and from the right-of-way along the Naw for the nonstruction of the old 
Kansas Preitie railroad. ‘The firat Jooomotive that came to Kaneas City wae 
brought in on the barge “Polar Star” and this Mr. Jeffers helped to unload. 

When the civil war came on he threw aatde the accoutrements and identity 
a6 0 “bull whacker” und, fired by the spurit.of patriotism, he enlisted in the 14th 
Kansos cavalry, in which he served fill wounded in the Price ratd campaign 
through Missouri. T'alken to Fort Leavenworth, he was discharged from the 
service on his reeovery and afterward, ho was given charge of the ferry at Kan- 
sas City at the mouth of the Kansas river, In 1806 he took the contract for 
hauling the stone for the north abutment of the first bridge aeross the Miesouri 
river at Kansas City and later on he worked on some of the big onts and fills, 
grading the streets of the city, and finally aided in the building of the turnpike 
from the city to Westport, a distanoe of four mules. 

Tn September, 1868 Mr. Jeffers came to Southern Kansas and on the 10th 
of the month acknowledged himself a settler of Wilson county. Te entered 
the east half of the northwest quarter and the west half of the northeast 
quarter of section 26, township 29, range 14, and, after a good hunt.and a fish, 
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laid the fonndation of his pioneer shanty, Filing on lis claim at Homboldt on 
lus return to Wyandotte county he completed hig arrangements to become a 
settler of the new frontier and brought hie family hither in May, 1869. It was 
the 4th of the month that he hooked wp his three yoke of oxen, loaded his family 
effects into a “prairie schooner” and on the 16th of the month unloaded them 
on ie claim two miles south of Fredonia. The prices of supplies then, az com- 
ared with high prices today, were sumething staggering. Flour, $9.50 per 
wirrel; corn and potatoes, $3.00 per bushel, and bacon 45 cents per pound, and 
when Mr, Jeffers had laid in his supply for the season his cash was exhausted, 
He lived for a time in his covered wagon while the breaking and first planting 
were going ou, He provided partially for his family needs by breaking praire 
for his neighbors and by hauling logs to the mill. By fall he had hia log house 
readily, and the crops that nature provided for the settler were moat bountiful. 
Corn, Pumpkins, potatoes and peairie chickens made the family table groan and 
deer and turkey were luxuries necasionally seenred, 


When the grasshoppers came and cleaned up everything but the prairie 
eriss things wore very different, “An old hen wintered on hay makes a fellow 
think at his wife’s folks.” The ones who passed through that scourge will re- 
member how thin things were the next spring. Between farming and freight- 
mg goods from Lawrence to Fredonia oar subject brought bis family through 
the summer, after the seourge of pests. Among other goods hrought in by him 
wis the safe for the county treasury, the first one brought to the county. This 
year he deeded his farm, became the proud owner of a horse team and in the 
late fall went on a buifalo hunt to the southwest. This trip was one of the 
events in Mr, Jeffers’ life, The party killed all the luffalo they wanted out on 
the Medicine Lodge and Cimarron rivers, saw the wild Indian and camped in 
ihe pure air away out beyond the home of the “pale face.” 

Mr. Jeffers’ life in Wilson county has been passed us a farmer and stock- 
man. He has been a feller and shipper of both cattle nnd hogs and his efforts 
in this line have brought him profit and financial independence, His farm of 
three hundred and twenty acres lies four miles from redonis and is in sections 
21 and 22, lownship 29, range 14. "This tract, or u portion of it, he purchased 
after his experience iv and retirn from the Cherokee Nation and he ie regrad- 
ed one of the most substantial farmers of Center township. He has also been 
responsible for his measure of thrift md substantial achievements and the 
eucmwse be has met with is im marked coutenst to the condition of the shiftless. 
pirposdleas drifter who is here today and gone tomorrow. 

My. Jeffers was married on the lat day of Jamnary, 1864, his wife being 
Miss M, B. Wiltront. This anion has been productive of seven children, four of 
whom yet survive, yia, Naomi R.. Oliver T., Daniel O., and Iona V. A 
duughter, Arra Olive, died March 20, 1889, aged twenty-one years and lies 
buried in the cemetery at Fredonia. 

Tn politics he is well known for his Republican sentiment and action. His 
first vote was cast for Abraham Lincoln and he helped place William MeKinloy 
in the presidential chair twice. He has heen an active factor in all rallys 
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of the county on » lurge scale and any duty entrusted to him is carefully per- 
formed. Ie has merited the title of colonel through his connection with the 
Graud Army and it is by this title he is familiarly known in his home county, 


JAMES 8, BUNCTI—The sons of pioneer settlers are succeeding rapidly 
to the affairs of their histuric sires, ‘lime is hurriedly elosing up the gap ba- 
broen “the old crowd” and eternity and the heavy and infirm tread of “the 
first settler” will soon be heard no more forever. ‘They came they saw, they 
conquered, and the stubbornness of nature, herself, could not resist the advance 
and the force of these determined souls. Their suecessora were prepared in the 
school of experiunce. No paid substitute performed their daily tusks und no 
luxurious conditions supphed their daily wants. Thev were chiefly farmers’ 
sons and their opportunities were therefore limited to thut sphere. [f they 
“branched off wheo they reached manhood it was because the change promised 
something less monotonous und more profitable. In whatever avenue we find 
them their track reflects the character of their early training and their indi- 
vidnality is not shrouded by their coreumstances or conditions. 

James 8. Buneh, of New Albany, is a descendant. of and honors the mem- 
ory of u uioneer. Tle wae born in Newton county, Missouri, August 19, 1869. 
His father, George D. Bunch, was a Ternesseean who came west to Missourt 
where he married Mrs. Sarah Ross. He came on to Kansas in 1862 and set- 
thal in Wileon county where he was engaged, for a number of vats, in trading 
with the Indians, and in carrying on his trade as a blacksmith. His was ong 
of the first settloments made here and his career had its influence upon the new 
country and its inhabitants in beginning the werk of ciyihzation. He returned 
to Missouri in 1868 and while there our sabject was born. The family caine 
hack to its western home on Fall river in 1869 and trom thence forward, til 
his death, the father took a leading part in the agricultural affairs of his town- 
ship and vounty. He reached a high deyvee of prosperity for one of his day, 
hut, wifortunately, he was induced to encumber himself heavily and engage 
in the cottle business, that (industry promising great profits to its owner. Al- 
most Dnmediately the price of cattle went down, he lost money rapidly and his 
creditors made themselyes whole off the securities he had pledged, He was not 
only crashed in purse but in spirit and he died in 1880 a poor man. He wae 
sixty years old, at death, and had been twice married, There were three sets of 
children in the family, his second wife being a widow with a family. She still 
survives and resides in Wilsow county. 

The snhject of this biography is the first born of the third set of children. 
When his father died he became the support and maintenanoe of his widowed 
mother. He leamed the carpenter’s trade and soon commanded good wages. 
Aflee he came of age he also learned the blacksmith’s trade and the road to 
independenew was, to him, nut a mat of thorns, He remained under his moth- 
er’s roof till he was twenty-five and then separated himself from it to undertake 
the more sérioua Obligation of providing for his own family. His trades have 
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sufficed to furnish him a livelilood for life. Ile has followed the first uninter- 
ruptedly in Wilson county anil—when Oklahoma was opened for settlement he 
spent two and a half vears there—elsewhere and maintains « large shop in his 
town where hv devotes himself to tlacksmith and wagon work. Being a man 
of much ingennity he ie not “at sea” in the construction of anything made of 
iron or wood and, as il happened, the learning of his trades was only in line of 
his natural bent, 

Mr. Bunch was married January 26, 1896, to Miss Belle Dayis, a daughter 
of John and Mulinda (Gaines) Davis, who came to Wilson county sometime 
before the birth of Mra. Bunch. Two children, Cecil and Wallace, have heen 
ret? ris und Mrs. Bunch and their ages are three and five years, respectively 

in THOR), 


JOHN 8. BARNHILL—In this article is presented the brief record of 
one Of Wilson county's early settlers, John 8. Barnhill. He is the third birth 
in a family of three sons and three daughters and is a son of James and 
Cynthia Burnhill. Ue was born Jone 27, 1839, ‘The father died in the early 
forties and in 1844 the widowed niother brought her family westward to Hen- 
drieks county, Indiana, where her children were bronght up and limitedly 
educated, In 1862 John 5, enlisted in company T, 7th Indiana volunteer infan- 
try for three: years’ service, He was discharged for disability in 1863 after 
being out about one year, Hu returned home and reeratted his health, then 
took up the work of the farmnu., In 1869 he came to Kansas and settled in Cedar 
township, Wilson county. He soon located in Pleasant Valley township where 
his home has since been maintain, 

In the eerly time in Raetern Kansas the horse or male team was a rare 
sight, the farmers using the ox in their heavy work, plowing, hanling and the 
like. Trips were made to distant trading points with the ox team, requirme 
three or four days to make the journey that can be driven now im less than 
half the time. Lawrence was a point that the Southern Kansaa settler frequent- 
ed god on more than one oecasion hns Mr. Barnhill driven his slow-plodding 
cattle across the bleak prairies, to and fro, us his business required it. 

The carpenter trade whitch Mr. Barnhill learned in his early life came to 
his relief in the new country of Kansas, [lis earnings at this supplemented 
those of the farm—or made up the frequent losses of the farm—and when 
gettiors without trades were cither idle or doing day labor he was able to apply 
himself profitably to the construction of some building, not infrequently fonnd 
asa landmark today. His own substantial structures are evidences of his hand- 
iwork and are among the attractive improvements of his township. 

March 4, 1866, Mr. Barnhill married Susan Tyler, a member of the dis- 
tinguished American family of that name, and a daughter of George and 
Martha Tyler. Mrs. Barnhill was born in Hendricks county, Indiana, in 1845. 
To our eubject and wife have been born four children, us follows: Alva EL, 
a Wilson county farmer; James T., an employe of the Missouri Pacific rail- 
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way at Altoona; Viola. wile of Alouxa Flinn, of Marion county, Oregon; and 
Carrie B., wife of F. EL, Dodd, of Cedar township, Wilson county. 

In his political relations to his county Mr. Barnbill has maintained # 
modest attitude, merely exercising his right of suffrage and participating with 
his follow Republicans in the political acts of his town and county. 


CAPTAIN BENJAMIN LADD, of Chetopa township, Wilson county, 
was born in Highland county, Ohio, Muy 4, 1841, Tis parents were Girard and 
Martha J, (Hetheoek) Ladd, both of whom were natives of Mecklenburg 
county, Virginia, born, the father in 1803 and the mother in 1614. Martha 
Hetheock was a daughter of Whitmore Hetheock, «a soldier of the war of 1819 
and a grandaughter of an oll revolutionary soldier, Both the Ladd and Heth- 
cock families settled in Ohio early in the last century where they pioneered and 
were prominently connected with the history of Highland and adjavent coun- 
lies. Benjamin W. Ladd was reared in Highland county and received such ad- 
vantayes in the matter of education as the times afforded. He entered the 
Union army April 6, 1862, enlisting in Company A. 48th Ohio infantry and 
with his regiment was a participant in eome of the most stirring scenes in the 
evil war. [its command was aseigned to duty with the Army of the Tennessee 
and took part in the battle of Shiloh, the siewo of Corinth, the operations about 
Vickebure, inaluding the alage of that place, after which it was tranaferred ro 
the department of the Gulf, sexitcdvated-in the Hed River expedition und ended 
ifs services with the storming of Fort Blalely at the entrance to Mobile Bay. 
Captain Ladd was with his regiment from the date of his enlistment till the , 
close of the war; was wounded at Shiloh and, with his regiment, was captured 
April 4, 1804, and held nntil exchanged Octoher 24rd following. Entering ns 
a private, he rast te the captamey of his company and for a time was essistent 
commissary of musters on tho staff! of Maj. Gen. J. A. Mower, while bis com- 
mand was in Texas, whither it had been sent as part of an army of observation 
miler General Sheridan, He wos nvustered out at Galveston June 10, 1866. 

After a brief visit to his old home im Ohio Captain Ladd came to Kanaas 
in Moreh, 1867, and after a little prospecting settled in Chetopa township, 
Wilson county, which has since been his home, He thus ranks as one of the 
old settlers af the eounty and has been one of its sturdy, substantial citizens. 
Tle was elected sheriff of Wilson county in November, 1869, and re-elected 
two years later, serving two terms of two years each. He has held all of the 
offices in the township where he resides aid some of them several times. While 
not seeking to he a public man he has, nevertheless, in some measure been one; 
and in whatever capacity, whether public or private, he has been called on to 
act, he hus dischurved’, in full measure, the duties of @ good citizen. A Repub- 
licant in politics he cast lis first yote, for president, for Lincoln in 1864 while 
in the army and has yoted for every Republican nominee for President since 
that tame. He isa regular attendant on the councils of his party and has been 
a delegate to one or Lwo congressional and state conventions. 
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In 1871 Captam Ladd married Miss Kate Roach then of Allen county, 
Kausas, but a native of Springfield, Ohio, and the issue of this union has been 
one daughter, Bertha, and two sons, Harry D,, and Clarence, all of whom are 
how grown. 


JOHN S. GILMORE was born in Rochester, New York, December 4, 
1848, His parents were Robert G. snd Helen (Storrier) Gilmore, and in 1857 
he accompanied them and his brothers to Kansas Territory. October 31st of 
that year the family landed at Wyandotte from a Missouri river steamboat (the 
Williain Campbell) ) and set out on their journey of one hundred and ten milvs 
i} an os wagon bo the claim which the father had taken in March of the same 
year. Their cabin an the frontier was in the Neosho river woods two miles 
northeast of the new town OF Emporia, and our subject lived in the county 
til the smmumer of 1865, when, on the 20th of July, he entered the office of 
Jacob Stotler’s “Kinporiu News” as a printer's apprentios. He afterward work- 
ed on the Burlington Potriot (8. 'S. Prouty) the Oswego Register, the Leaven- 
worth Daily Commercial, the Osage Chronicle (M. M. Murdock), and the Em- 
porta Tribune. 

Having. belore hia twenty-first birthday, through work aa a typesetter and 
the mveslinent of tis wages in cattle, saverl up over six hundred dollars, ae 
felt an amlition to start a paper, Riding from Emporia to Wilson county on 
a Kaw Indian pony in Dowember, 1869, he completed negotiations for such an 
undertaking. He looated at Guilford, where, a few months later, the press and 
other paraphernalia of the office—which he had eelected with his own hands— 
were shipped the last week in March. The press was 2 Washington hand press 
on whieh he had “rolled” as an apprentice m the office of the Emporia News, 
and was taken to tiat town by P. B. Plumb in 1847 when he started the News. 
The first number of the Citizen was issued at Guilfirn April 21, 1870, with 
John S. Gilmore as editor and proprietar. The young editor in the salutatory 
announced, expressive of his political conviotions, that the Citizen was a Repub- 
lican paper, After publishing tt for six months and becoming convinced that 
Guilford had but slight prospests as a town, the paper was moved to Neodesha 
and publication resumed as the Neodesha Citizen, the first number being issued 
November 18, 1870, Two years later the paper was suspended, and in May, 
1875, Mr, Gilmore, wishing to locate at the county seat, purchased of Wm. A. 
Peiffer the Fredonia Journal printing outfit, stopped the Journal and revived 
his former paper as the Wilson County Citizen, the initial issue appearing on 
Jone 6th, Frem the beginning the Citizen has never changed hande nor 
polities: the present proprictor has been its sole owner and has absolutely con- 
trolled and directed its course from the firet. Through all political storme and 
mutations the policivy of the paper has been uniform, definite and consistent, 
nor has its editor purposely or unwittingly temporized in any degree at an 
time or period with any of the numerous new parties and movements whic 
have formed and flitted since he hegan, 
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While a resident of Noodesha and when the town was ineorporated as a eity 
ar the third elass (in March, 1871) Mr. Gileiore was eleeted a member of the 
first city counvil. At the November election of the eune year, and when lack- 
ing a month of being twenty-three years of age, he was clected register of deeds 
of Wilson county as the nominee of the Republican party, which office he held 
(wo years, retiring without eecking & reelection. In 1876 antl in 1878 he wae 
elected representative to the stile logialatare from the S-lth district as a Repub- 
liwin, having been tnanimouely nominated beth times. January 26, 1880, 
he was appointed postmaster at Fredonia, holding the oftice until Devember 
20, 1884. To Pelruary, 1891, Cov. L. 0. Homphrey, at his own instanee, ap- 
pointed Mr, Gilmore a member of the hoard of directors af the Kansas shite 
pemitentiary to fla two years’ vacancy, and in February, 1899, Gov. W. Fi, 
Stanley appointed him to a woeaney cf like duration on the same hoard, of 
which bourd he was chasen president. Ile was electod a member of the Repni- 
lican state central committee fy 18746, in 1888 and in 1498, from the seventh 
judicial dietriet ; has served as chairman of the Wilson county Republican cen- 
lral committee several times; tus been a delegate to almost every Republican 
state convention since 1570, and tis active identification with the Republican 
party since he beenme a voter las never abated, 

May 41, 1882, Mr Gilmore was united in marrage at Lancaster, Ohio, 
with Miss Viola RButin, of Predonia, who was born in Wapello county, Towa, 
Oofaher 14, L860, She died nine davs alter (he marriage in Washington, D. ©, 
Febroary 27, 1890, Mr Giloiore wid Miss Florenee Barton were married in 
Newark township, Wilson county. Mrs. Gilmore isa daughter of Captain Wim, 
H. and Mary J, Barton and qwas born in Ironton, Olio, May 14, 1862, Two 
children have resulted froin this union, namely, Joho, born April 24, 1891, and 
Mary, born July 1, 1594, Mra Gilmore was once a teacher in the Neodesha 
schools and is am carnest worker and inember of the Presbyterian chureh, in 
Which faith her ancestors were Wehevers. She is a member of ‘Topeka Chapter 
of the Danehters of the Americnn Revelation. by virtue of the services of hor 
great-grandfather, Col, William Barton of Rhode Island, in the revolutionary 
war. 

The futher of the subject of this review, Robert G. Gilniore, was a native 
of Dunughadee county Down, Ireland, and was born September 19, 1811, He 
wis of Seoteh Covenanter stock, hig ancestors having inigrated to Ireland from 
Seotland on account of what was considered religious persecution, during the 
rejon of Charles 11. His trade was that of carpenter and joiner, De had a 
road elucation, brond intelligence. accurate memory and «definite opinions, Ile 
was a Democrat till 1852 and from 1854 a Repoblican. His wife was born in 
Dundee, Seotland, April 28, (R12. and in 1838 the couple came to the United 
States and located in Rochester, New York, where they resided wotil they came 
to Kansus. Robert G. Gilmore diwl at Emporia, Kansas, of pneumonia Feb- 
ruary 11, 1874, and hie wife, who had renrod six sons and experienced the 
severe privations of pionocr life in Kansas—muny years of which residence she 
waa an invalid from chronic rheuinatism—tied December 22, 1891, Her death 
occurred in Fredonia at the hame of her son. She was a faithful member of 
the Presbyterian church all her life and a devout Christian. 


4h) HISTORY OF Wilson COUNTY. KANSAS. 


BURK MURDOCK—The gentleman whose name heads this personal 

hotice is one known widely and esteemed as a leading and upright citizen and 
farmer of Webstur township in Wilson county. He has passed more than a 
third of a century in this county. years of active industry and incessant labor 
in the improvement and equipment of a modest home, 
Our subject is a native of Courtland county, New York, and was born 
Jone 14, 1845. Flies family was an old one of the Empire state, being founded, 
perlaps, in Sullivan eounty, where George Murdock, our subject's father, wie 
horn. James Murdock, grandfather of Burr Murdo¢k, wis also a native of 
the United States, and was a son of Alexander Murdock, who. with his brother, 
(rearge, came from Seotland, Just the date they settled in the United Status 
ig not at hand but it was in colonial tines, for they both served in the revolu- 
tinuary war, George Mordock, on of James Murdock. was born in 1810 and 
was ono of six sons to grace the name and to perpetuate the pure blood of the 
Highland Seots. James Murdock wag killed in the battle of Lamdy’s Lane m 
the war of 1812, His suns were Jonws, Hiram, John Georgy and Nathan; 
five of whom wore fathers of faniilies, 

Qeorve Murdock married Mary A. Barr, a Connecticut lady who went into 
Courtland eounty, New York, wud was there married. Their children wore 
Josephine, wife of Gvorge Byrn. of Groen Bay, Wisconsin, and Burr, of thie 
reviews John D,, of Lombard, Nenutneky. and Ceorge, supposed to be in the 
Klondike, were children of thy second wife, whe was Eliza Tranor. 

Josephine Rounds beenme the third wife of George Murdock, Sr., and five 
childven were the froit of this anion, as follows. ugh, Robert B.. May, Jennic 
and Mury A. May te the oldest and Hugh the next: the others ranging im the 
order as named herein, 

The school mdyantagee of Burr Murdock were fair but he beeame a soldier 
when boys of his age are toduy finishing up their high school careers, In 1862 
he enlisted at Beloit, Wisvonsin, in Company |, 22nd mifantry, Colonels Utley 
and Bloodgood regimental coninunders. The regiment was assigued to the 
Anmy of the Camberland first. and later, to Sherman's army in Georgia, On 
leaving their state the 22nd Wiseonsin went to Covington, Kentucky, and there 
went into camp till ordered south, It participated im the battle of Stone 
river aod was afterward stationed alony railways in Tennessee till the epen- 
ing of the Atlanta cuinpaiyn when it stirted in with the battle of Resaca and 
took part in all the engagements leadtis up to the city and in its siege and 
eaplure. Th went with Sherman te the sea and back into North Carolina 
where it witnessed the closing event of the civil war. the surrender of Joln- 
ston’s army, ‘The regiinent participated in the Grand Review at Washington, 
PD. C.. and Mr. Murdock was discharged ut the end of his three years’ 
enlistment. 

On taking op eivil pursuits. My. Murdock went into the lumber woods in 
Michigan where he followed “lumbering”, as the term means, for three years 
and then came west to seek and locate a liome. He went into Nebraska by 
rail to Plattsmouth and from there to ENk county, Kansas, the trip was mane 
on horseback. He came into Wileon county in the fall of 1871, ahout one year 


TUSTORY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS, 491 


ilfter his entry to the state, and look wp lie location near the eite of the town 
of Benedivt. He farmed that tract till the year 1883 when he purchased his 
present farin in the Verdigris valley. His farm, lies in sections 29, 30, 31 and 
32, und iz a fractional quarter, fertile, productive and valuable. 

In May, 1885, Mr. Murdock was married to Lottic Knaus, a sister of Jolin 
Knaus, of Benedict. Their children are Isabel, horn in 1886; George, horn in 
1888: and Clark, born in L892. 

Mr. Murdoek is well known for his Republicanism, has been a Mason twen- 
ty-three veirs—Constellation lodge at Fredonia—and is a member of the Grand 
Arnry post at Rest. 


Mis. J, 1 HOBART —For the past fifteen years the subject of this 
brief articly has resided in Wilson county where her lute hushund, James P. 
Hobart, was prominently identified with the farming, mercantile and grain- 
shipping interests of Tullevrand townehip. She wae born at Greenville, TIfi- 
nois, Muy 17, 1850, and is a daughter of Georga Sinith, a Mexican war and 
eivil war veteran and a graduate of the military academy ut West Point. The 
latter wae born in England and came to America with his parents when young, 
settling in Ohio. ‘Raking wp civil affuirs after the war, My. Smith engaged in 
the inanutueture of wagons and buggies at Greenville, Tlinois, where he passed 
the reminder of his active life. Asa soldier he served five years in the regular 
army ufter the Mexican war and when the rebellion broke out he was cominis- 
sioned to command a regiment of Tllineis Lroops. 

Mrs. Hobart made her home with her parents till Juow 3. 1877, when she 
wie married to James P. Tlobart, a merchant of Hopedale, Tazewell county, 
Wlinois, where she went Lo make ber home, Ter husband remained in business 
there ten years longer and then transferred his interests to Wilson county. 
Wansus, reaching here in 1887, From this dute forward his life was rura) in 
its tendencies. Te engaged suceesefully in farming and died Decembur 14, 
1901, from the etfeets of being overheated in an elevator many yeare before. 
Ae death ho was forty-six years, eleven months and thirteen days old, and was 
the father af three children, namely. Henry 2, born January 23, 1885, is the 
inainetay of the farm; Emme K., born September 22, 1888, and Phoebe C., born 
April 4, 1891. 


ALBERT F. DU'TCH—In the subject of this eketch is revealed o settler 
of Wilson connty of the year 1870. We is a contribution of Elkhart county, 
Indiona, to the settlement ef Kansas and is among the successful and sub- 
stantial farmers of Colfax township. Mr. Duteh was born in Elichart county. 
Tndiana, April 19, 1857, and ig a son of Peter and Mary (Koll) Dutch, being 
the fifth of their family of eight children. THis parents were German born and 
came to the United States about 1844 from the country of Alsace, Germany. 
By trade the father was a shoemaker and worked for a time in Buffalo, New 
York, coming thence to Indiana where he enlisted in the 98th Indiana volun- 
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ee infantry. He served from 1861 till he was honorably diecharged for dis- 
ability, 

In 1864 he took lis family ta Kalamazoo county, Michigan, where our 
subject grew to manhood and obtained his edueation. In 1879 the move to 
Kansas overland was made by the family and their settlement in Wilson 
county was made, Here, in 1892, the father died at the age of sixty-five and 
the mother died in Merbuary, 1897 at the age of sixty-nine years, 

Our subjects Career in Nansas has been that of a farmer, That le has 
engaged in it for profit is evidenced by the fact that he owns two hundred and 
forty acres of good prairie soil, substantially improved and stocked. Nothing 
short of ceaseless labor could have brought about such a worthy result and this 
important element is one of the family traits. With the civil affairs of his 
township Mr, Duteh has been more or less prominently connected, He is a 
Poplist and has been elected constable. whieh office he filled with credit, 

December 28, 1882, Albert Ff, Dutch married Sekunda Allison, a daughter 
ef Robert and Susan (NelLet Abosoo, Maia. Deteh was born rear Lowa, Ohie, 
september 22, 1863, and has two children, namely, Glenn and Raymond, 


HENRY C, COHOE—Since L888 the subject of this brief biography has 
resided in Clifton township, Wilson county, He isa son of John and Amanda 
(Brown) Cohoe and was bern in Rock county, Wisconsin, in the month of 
November, 1868, [le was born and reared on « farm and receiver lis educa- 
tion in such schools as were accessible then, At a young age he began life as a 
hind on the farm and he continued this till he had saved enough from his wagws 
lo enable him to acquire astoall farm near Buffalo, three miles west of the 
little city, DLs life has been one of indastry and honorable deeds, * His achieve- 
monte do eredit to one with an humble beginning and his position in the society 
of men reflects the integrity of the man, 

In 1893 Mr. Cohoe was marricd to Mary A. Spillman, « daughter of \ 
J. and Snsan Spillman, of Clifton tewnship, Wilson county. Mr. Spillman 
ia a native of North Caroline and came to Wilson county from there about 
1s60. Mr. and Mrs. Cohoe's children ure, Ersie and Ralph. Mr. Cohoe iz a 
Modern Woodman—Boffalo comp—and in politics is a Repablican. 


CHARLES E. FULMER—Among Clifton township’s well known far- 
mere is Charles BE. Fulmer whese nome heads this article. He is one of thie 
pioneers of Wilson county. having aceompunied his parents hither from Coffey 
county, this state. This year was aleo the date the family reached Kansas and 
their stop in Coffey county was only a temporary sojourn, Indiana was the 
state from which they emigrated and in Saint Joseph county, that etate was 
Charles E,, our subject, born on the 20th of September, 1852, His father was 
Conrad Fulmer and his mother Mize Mary Macdole, 
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Charles E, Fulmer is the fourth child in a family of eight children, THe, 
like his futher, deeded a tract of land in Clifton township and upon thie ve 
#lill innititains his residence. In 1872 he was married to Alice Stanfield, whose 
parents were fariners and pioneers to NKaneas, coming lither from Illinois in 
1845. Mr. and Mrs. Folmer’s children are Daniel, whe drew o claim in 1/01 
and lorated it near Lawton, Oklahoma; Bertha, wife of Daniel O'Leary, of Wil- 
son conngy; Blijah, of Clifton township; Ollie, wife of Homer Cools, of this 
county; Mary E.. a graduate of the Buffalo public schools, clase of 1901; Ever- 
ett, Lmla, Letha, Walter and Dollie. 

Mr. Fulmer is one of our systematic and progressive farmers, He is not 
venturesome but conservative and his accumulations have not been the result of 
speculation but of industry justly rewarded. His farm of two hundred and 
ninety ares of bottom land is a monument to his achievements and speaks im 
ailent yet audible tones of the possibilities of properly directed efforts on a 
Kansas farm. His interest in public affairs is noteworthy as being patriotic 
ayy permanent vet the desixve to serve in official places is, in him, conspicuously 
absent. 


DR. RB, WETMORE—Citizens of Coyville, of date both early and late, 
are pleased at recalling the name und deeds of the subjeet of this notice, Te 
was one of the “early ones” und his career and acquaintanee bridges an epoch 
of stirring und interesting ineidinta in ¢ivil life in Wilkon donnty, The vigor 
and pink of manhood was wpon him when he cast his lot among the pioneers of 
the Verdigria und he has tarried with them and their sucecssors till the eveninu 
of Hife has seh in and his mission in life seen its fulfillment. 

Dr. Wetmore is a native of the state of Ohio. He was born in Ashtabula 
county, February 6, 1845, and was a son of Moses and Balsora (White) Wei- 
more, the former of New York and the litter likewise of the Empire state. 
The futher ewigrated from bis native state about 1534, tarried o short time m 
Ohio an came on weet to Hlinois where he died at about forty-nine yeare old, 
Hie wite out-lived him six years and died at the uge of forty-five. Three of 
their four children still live. of whom our subject is the youngest. 

Tho state of Lilinols was the scene of owr subject's childhood, youth and 
early manhood He acquired a fair education in the schools common and pop- 
olar in hue day and became a teacher ot an early age, Tle was about as woll 
known nan farmer as teacher for he followed the one in simmer and the other 
im owinter. In 1859 be was seized with the “California fever” and erossed tha 
plains, vin Pikes Peak, to that Eldorado, walking the entire distanee, with the 
exception of one day’s ride and being six months on the journey, He remained 
in the new country of the Pacific till 1861 whon he returned east by the “Tsth- 
mus route’ and reached hie home after a long and tiresome yoyage. Tho war 
being on he enlisted in Company FB, 1st Dlinois cavalry. He waa taken pris- 
oner in Ovtober of the same year at Lexington, Missouri, and was paroled and 
returned home. Tn the spring of T8G2 he wae ordered to join lis regiment, 
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but upon the commanding otfeer’s learning that the regiment had not born 
properly and regularly cachunged tho regiment was diecharged from the 
servine. 

Being permanently oat of the service De. Wetmore took up teaching anil 
pursued the subject of malicine at the same time. He read under the prompt- 
ing of Dr Weleh of Nokomiz, Ulinois, When prepared to do so he entered 
Rush Medical college at Chieavo where he graduated in 1866, The fall of the 
sine Year he came to Kaneus and has since that date been identified with 
Wilson county in the practice of hie profession. In the first years of his resi- 
dence here he rode over the counties of Woodsen, Wilson, Elk and Greenwond 
in response to professional quills but as physicians have multiplied with 
the settloment= his practice of more recent veare has been confined tea the 
villey of the Verdipyris chiefly in his own county. 

The doetors’ life spans vears of exciting events and incidents. Almost 
from the day he left the sehoolraom for the far west he lived mm a “high key’ 
till is return again to master of the ferule after his discharge from the army. 
Himanity has heen with bim a lifetime study and few men have been more 
auecvasful in maintaining that ealm and placid social relation and professional! 
mturcouree so desirable and so necessary to the real enjoyment of life. He was 
appointed postmaster of Cayville during President Cleveland’s second admin- 
istration hut ill health prevented his serving more than two years. In 1880 he 
wae elected a county commissioner and filled the offices one term. He is a 
Mason and a member of Volunteer G. A, R. of Coyville. 

Dr. Wetmore was married March 18, 1863, to Mary Hawkins, a danghtor 
af ‘Thomas Re and Hoster (Birdsil) Hawkins. The anion was productive of 
four chuldren, only two of whom still live, namely, Leslie and DeLaskio, hoth 
atution agents on the “Frise” railroad. 


BLISHA COY—The name of Coyville was formed with the word Coy 
us the basis and the subject of this brief article furnished the latter name to 
he perpetuated throughout all time by the village named in his honor, Elisha. 
Coy was the onrliest settler aronnd the town which bears his name. Tle did not 
reach Kansas till the Jatter part of the year 186+ and he located himself near 
the Verdigria river in the northwest corner of Wilson county. 

When the town was laid off and » name for the post office applied for at 
Washington Major Snow, who was then in the government service in the post- 
office department, recommended that it he named Coyville and the reeommenda- 
tion was adopted. Major Snow is well known as a pioneer in Woodson county 
and toade his home at Neosho Palls where he died affer many years of useful 
and dizinterested service to hia slate and county. 

Blisha Coy wae born in Chenange county, New York, Jannary 9, 1853. 
His father was Ephriam Coy, a Connecticut man, and his mother was Harrivt 
Parsona, a native of New York state. In an early day thy parents moved to 
Ohio, Jater to Indiana, and in 1358 came to Jefferson connty, Kansas. The 
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futher died mm the latter county about 1858 leaving nine children, only one ef 
whom, heside our subject, survives: Oscar Coy, of the state of Washinyton. 

Mr. Coy of this review, wae educated in the country schools of Ohio, und, 
when the war broke owt, entered Company K, 8th Ohio infantry. He served 
threw years and was in many battles and skirmishes of the war, chief of which 
ure Winchester, Antietam—where he was wounded—Gettysbury, the Wilder 
ness campaign, Spottsylyania Court House and Petershare. Te was dix 
charged in front of the latter place in 1864, returned home and, in August, 
came to Kansas. 

Mr. Coy and his brother conducted a store in Coyville for fourtven years 
ant as Jong as the Indians remained, and when they left he went with thom 
to the Indian Territory az “trader.” Tle returned here some years later and 
has passed hie Inet years in retirement, We was married in 1876 to Jeumo 
Scanlon bot has no children, We is one of the interesting characters on remin- 
iscenees in Wilson coonty and his name should have its proper place in u 
record of its worthy men. 


CHARLES W. HICKON—In the preparation of a history of a locality 
together with a history of its people ib is a pleasing duty whieh befalls its editor 
to iba the life work of the chief actors in the settlement of that locality 
did to portray in gilded letters the trials and <«ifliculties which beset them 
an! to follow them down, briefly, to the open door of the present, crowned with 
their achievements jnd honored anong men. [tb is meet, then, that the subject 
of this sketch, who has been forty years on the plains of Kansas, who was 4 
pioneer to Wilson county and mingled with the red men as they passed /o 
and fro along their old haunts, and who now oeeupies 4 place of distinction in 
society and of honor in his county, be assured of the friendly interest of the 
premeters of his county's history to the end that he may occapy liberal space 
in its pages, to the utility and to the honor of his posterity. 

(, W, Hickox was born in Vigo county, Indiana, January 5, 18462. He 
was a sou ot New York parents, Oliver and Klivabeth (Tompkins) Hickox, who 
left the Empire state in early life and settled in Indiana near the bottoms of 
the Wabash. The father was a millwright and in 18359 moved still farther 
wer and located in Newton county, Miesouri, In the latter place, in 1854, he 
divd aved fifty-nine years while his widow survived till L584, dying at the age 
of seventy-four years. Ty them were born eight children, of whom our subject 
was the second oldest, and but three of whom yet live. 

Mr. Hickox of this review, was lot seven years old when his father took 
hin. to the wilds of Missouri. Ho was reared on a farm there and acquired 
A most meager education in tha primitive schools of that time and place, 
March 20, 1858, he was married there to Rebeeva B, Miller, a daughter of A. J. 
and Frances Miller, and, four yoare later, himself led the van of civilization 
toward “the star of empire.” Tt was during the second year of the eivil war 
that he came to Kansas and settled near Fall river and, three years later—1864 
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—he located pou oue of the tracts which comprises his present home. He was 
Hinong the very first to rench the Fall river valley to make actual aetllemont 
‘did it was but natural that be should aclect his home from its choicest lands. 
His original home wie a bottom farm and to this his years of profitable seeding 
and harvesting have enabled tim io add to his domain nntil if embraces an ares 
uf three hundred and forty-seven acres. Industry and natural thrift have 
wecomplished all this. It ie the gradual dripping of the water that melts 
the solid reck away, and just so it is with building a fortune from the products 
of one’s labor, When Mr. Hieckoy settled on Pall river he was limited in every 
thing exwpt opportunity. His capital amounted to only a few dollars. Ho 
was far removed from market, bis nearest place of importance being Kansne 
City, from which point the few settlers hauled all their supplies. New Albany 
wis merely a “trading post? bot insullicient for the demands of the settiere. 
The Indians, peacefully inelined. roamed about the county and begged many 
4 meal from the indigent whites. Civilization soon erowded them out, how- 
ever, and the homne-seeker was left in undisputed possession of Eastern 
hansas, 

Bemy a aan with convictions on all questions of domestic economy, Me, 
Ilickox came early to be an influence in local polities. The chief offive of lis 
luwnship was entrusted to him for several termes and its alfairs were never more 
honorably conducted than when he wae trustee. [n 1897 he was named ly the 
fusion interests in polities for their candidate for county vomumissioner amd 
wns elected. His service on the board was so unselfish and so apparently satis 
factory to the most critical and nnprejudiced mind that his second election st 
the closy of Ins first term was easily accomplished. In 1904 he will have com- 
pleted ¢ix years on the board and given Wilson county the benefit, of his ripe, 
mature and onerring judgment. 

In the family of Mr. and Mes. Hickox there were four children, namely, 
Marvin A., Wiliam H., Mollie, wile of A. Li, Zellely; and Alice, who married 
R, Blion. 

In polities oor subject is a Demoeral. The principles of his partly were 
evounded mto him from youth and the states from whence he came were tion- 
iment: of Jeffersonian and Jacksonian simplicity, He belongs te lodge num- 
ber 81, A. PL & A. M. at New Albany, 


—_—_—————- —  -— 


SAMUEL SMITH WILSON—As a representative of one of the early 
fainilies of Wilson county the subject of this review stands unchallenged asa 
citieeny and as a representative business man. [le iz a native con of Kansas, 
being born in Guilford township, this county, on the 10th of July, 1871. THis 
father, Samuel 8. Wileon, Sr., began his career in Wilson county with January 
L870, at which time he located upon section 10, township 28, range 15, deeding 
the tract and making it his permanent home for more thun thirty years but 
retiring te the village of Benedict in the spring of 1902. The senior Wilson 
vame to Kansas from Decatur, [linois, where he had resided from early man- 
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hood and where he married Miss Sarah Uoll He was born in the state of 'Ten- 
nessee, was one of two children in famnilyethe other one being Mrs. Jane 
Allen of Towa, Mr. and Mrs, Wilson, Sr. were the parente of the following 
children, Mary, whe imarrie! Philip Wire and died leaving one child; Miss 
Kate; Jennie, wife of Benjamin Dowees; Mageie, deceased, was the wife al 
Db. Co Offenbacker, of Kenediet: Emma, wife of Jacoh Stazel, of Benedict: 
Charles, of Mena, Arkansas; Dora, now Mra Osear Early, of Oklahoma; Rich- 
ard, whe died at eighteen years; Samuel S.. Jey Oliver; Nora, wife of Harry 
M. Polson; und Guy, the youngest, still with the parental home, 

The subject of this sketch grow up on lis father’s farm near Benedict aud 
aajuined His education in the common schools of the country diatirefl AL 
whout twentv-hwo years of age he engaged in farming on his own account and 
has continued ib with sneeess Some three yoats ago he took up the lusinesa 
of buying and shipping stock and a vear later a convenience arrangement for 
one shipment was entered into with John L. Rogers which proved to be the 
hoginning of q partnership which, without further stipulations or conditions, 
hae continued to the present under the firm name of Kegers and Wilson, They 
are the ab amc ge shippers and dealers from Benedict and Roper and some 
seventy-five cars of stuck annually go to iarkel as (heir consignments, Mr, 
Wilson owne a splendid farm on the Verdigris bottom near Guilford and a 
comfortable home in Benedict, 

Mareh 28, 1896, Mr, Wilson was married to Arleyia Polson, a daughter 
of Amos Polson. Their children are, Ada, born Jone 6, 1899, und Gorney, 
ic October G, L901. Mr. Wilson is a Democrat but is in no way in achive 
polities, 


Ms, MARY JANE CLARK —On the Verdigris river, in what is now 
Webster township, settled a pioneer whose efforts at humebwilding and vounty 
development began here im the year 1858. His settlement ovenrred some years 
poor to the organization of Wilson county and the few sturdy men of his 
clase who enjoyed the distinetion of “hie eontemporaries” were Carr, Davis, 
Welch, Woodruff. Henry Parmine and a few others. All these have passed to 
the great beyond aid their sets remain ouly a memory to be dalled up by the 
children of pioneers. | 

Wilham Mayes. to whom we refer in the introduction to this article, was 
born in thy state of Nentueky im 1817 and m early manhood went to Mason 
county, Ulinois, where he married Mary A. Hettick. a lady of German extrac. 
Lion. The latter acoinpanied ler husband to their mew and prinvitive home 
on the prairies of Wilson county. where, in 1863, she died at the age of forty- 
live veurs. Of their family of five children, the sens. Robert and George, served 
in the Tnion army, one dyinge of smallpox in St. Louis and the other dying 
sven oftue his retern home from the effects of army life. One daughter died 
young, wml Mrs. Hollingsworth of Brifalo. Kansas, andl Mrs. Clark of this 
review vornstitule the rematmider of the family. Mr. Mayes was un active, val- 
vable und estvemed citizen of Wilson county for twenty-six yeurs, dying in 
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1854. He was a republican in polities, devoted lis life to the activities of the 
pustire an field and passed away in the full confidence of an appreciative 
COMIMUILY. 

Mes. Clark, whose tame heads this article, was bern in Mason county, 
Iinois, Pebruary 22, 1850, and was eight years of ave when her parents set- 
lel upon the Verdigris river. She was a pupil in the firgt log sehool house 
erected for the accommodation of the few pioneer children of war times and 
earlier performed her himble portion in the establishment and maintenance of 
a tyyeul frontiersmman’s palace, March 24, 1867, she married Charles W. 
Clark, a soldier of the civil war and a Kansas pionecr. he latter was born in 
the state of Michigan November 18, 1844, and was the son of Walter P, Clark. 
the venerable pioneer of Fredorria. | 

The Clarke of this sketch came to Kansas in the late fifties and settled 
first at Geneva, iy Allen comity, While there Charles W. enlisted in Company 
D. Mth dkansas, andl served his period of three yours with the Federal forces 
along the Kansas line snd im somthwest Missouri, In 186— his father changed 
his residence to Wilson county and settled on the banks of the Verdipris near 
the home of the Mayes’. Here the family resided many years and when the 
ald home changed owners it fell inte the hands of ite progressive und prosper 
ous proprietor, Walter P. Clark. before mentioned was born in New York 
stute, Ee married Marto Prentis, now decessel, and renradl foue children, 
Vix Charles Wo; Williim, deceased ; Nia, wile of Thomas MeMtosh, and Gard- 
ner, Of California, The father of these children is one of the characters of 
Wilson county, This carver as a farmer led him into paths of prosperity and 
hit social nature has made hin a conspicuous figure anywhere in the eounty. 

Charlee W. Clark devoted his energies to the farm und to stoek. Although 
wut down in the morning of life he had established a reputation Tor gennine 
manliness and had the index finger of success pointed in his direetion, He wag 
active in human affairs and the family traditions in polities were upheld and 
sustained ina satisfactory and eredituble dewrce. His marriage to Marv J.Mayes 
resulted in the birth of three daughters, namely, Mary M.. wife of George W. 
Sharp, of Webster township: Neva, who died at five and one-half years; and 
Carrie Li. wife of James M. Sunth, of the Clark family homestead. 

Our pioneers were the Founders of our first civilixed society, They 
mingled with and softened the savage ovture of (he red tum and prepared the 
way for the opening of commerce and for the aafo establishment of educational, 
political and religions institutions. They were the forerunners of the matitn- 
tions of peaes and their presence was a menice to the continuous and uninter- 
rupted reign of nature untrammelled. We are in the closing eentury of the 
days of pioneering. The twentieth century will witness no undiscovered or 
unexplored domain in Unele Sam's possessions and many of our lives will 
reach the open grave of the last pioneer. 


* 
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JAMES W. DAVIS—One of the pioneer settlers of Kansas and a well 
known farmer, seldier and Republican of Clifton township, Wilson eomnty, 15 
the subject of this notion, James W, Davis, Ile was born in Cass county, 
Missouri, dune 21, 1844, and was reared there and in Johnson and Franklin 
eounties, Kansas. He iso son of Aquilla Dayis,a Virginian, born in 1815 and 
“son of Wilkon Dayis. The grandlather eaine to Missowri in 1820 and took 
lund in Sheridan county and there died, Tle had a family of thirteen children, 
all now deceased, of whom Aquilla was lis youngest child, The last named 
learned civil engineering at Gloseo, Missouri, under Applegate. whom he aided 
li séchionizing seyen countics In the Platte purevhase in Missouri and after- 
ward located in Cass county, which was then included in VanBuren county 
und extended to the south line of the state. He beemme the first surveyor of 
Cass county Wnt renieved (ao Juhuson county, Kansas, aboub 1861 and from 1861 
to IS7+ he lived in Mastern Kansas The latter year he went to Colorado. 
where, at Bulah, he located, became the first postmaster of the Lown. was sar- 
veyor of the eounty, and where he died in 1895, Te was conteolal with the 
Mexican war as a lieutenant in General Sterling Price’s regiment and he par- 
Hicipated in the battle of Buenna Vistu. During the war of the rebellion he was 
ot an enlisted man bul he rendered valuable service as a guide for the Union 
troops operating in amd around Franklin county, Kansas, For his wife le 
chose Mlivabeth Burney. » dnoghter of James Burney, of Pobles county, May 
sourt, bot who was origmally from Alalwiaim, Their onion was productive of 
the following children, vix.. James Wo: Willinm H., of Kansas City, Missourt} 
Mavow, wife of Samuel Ware, of Meeker, Colorado: Emma, wife of Jerre 
Pier, of Leailvilla, Colorado; and Mattie, who wurried John B. Garrish, of 
Farmington, New Mexico, 

Our subject aryotred a common school edueation and was a mere boy when 
he enlisted in Company D, 12th Kansas infantry in 1801, His regiment was 
in conmmand of Colonel Adams and saw service ae a part of the Seventh corpe 
and was in battle al Jenkins’ Perry, Mozaed Prairie, Prairie Dien ond was 
mustered owt in August, 1865, beinw in active service about three years. Farm- 
ing hewwme bis oceupation when he left the army and i lms continued so emer, 
He was married March 22. 1808, to Cynthia AL Young, a daughter of George 
H. Young. « North Carolina gentleman. Mes. Davie was born in the stute 
of North Carolina in 1844. The issue of this tiarriage is Charles Ef, Wil- 
liain O., Lizzie, wife of Warren Slayback; Lewie, Lona and Aquilla, all in and 
near the framly home. 

Mr. Davis ie one of the loval leaders of Republicanism in Wilson county, 
The attends county and other conventions of his party and aids in every honor 
able way the cuuze of good government) and good ettizenship in lis locality, 


8, GRANT APT—The subject of this notice is one of the suecessTul 
farmers of Colfax township, Wilson county, and wae reared, chiefly, in the 
counties embraced by this edition of local history. For seventeen years his 
home was in Neosho county and for the past filtuen years his industry and 
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skill at farming in Wilson county have rendered him one of the prominent inen 
of hits township. 

Born in Pairliol! county, Ohie, Mr, Apt first saw the light on the 15th of 
ot 1867. eis a con of Sannel Apt, of Chanute, who brought his family 
to Kansas and settled near Galeshure in Neosho county in the year 1870 and 
Wae there ientithed with agriculture for several years. The latter was born 
in Pennsylvania, December 28, 1827, is a representative of an old American 
lanuily and is of German origin dint blood, tle served in an Ohio regiment in 
the civil war and when he became a settler in Neosho county be entered a 
quarter seetion of land in Shiloh township in which lovality he resided Lor 
twenty years, He was married! to Betly Brandt—who died on the 8th of Mareh, 
1s84—and is the father of the following children, Jennie, wife of J. W. 
Snyder, of Rich Pith Missouri: Wesley, of Rocky Ford, Colorado; Alive, 
widow of Dy. Bartel. of Chanute; Colnmbia, widow of Jack Rodman, of Rocky 
Ford, Colorado; Charles. whose whereabouts are unknown: Henry, of Rocky 
lord, Colorado; Martin, of Hastings, Nebruska; William, of Neosho county: 
Loretiu. wife of Culvin Stith, of abtlarpe. Waneas; S. Grant, of this review. 
and Hattie, wilt of W. Aronholt, of Toronto, Kansas, 

Grant Apl was fairly educated in the eonntry schools of Neosho eounty 
and al the age of seventeen he began life in real curnest as a farni hand ly the 
month, and ae a day laborer Lor the Santa Pe railroad compuny with piek anil 
shovel excavating for the round house at Chanute. When he was marrivd tw 
became identified permanently with the Dryden homestead in Colfax townslip 
and for fifteen yours his time and onergivs have been devoted to its large 
ogricultural and grazing intervets. 

December 28, 1857, Mr, Apt was united m marriage with Miss Flora 
Dryden, » daughter of the late William Wk, Dryden, who settled one of the 
wood farme of Colfax im 1882, an emigrant fron) lown., It was in Heney 
county, the latter etute, that Mre. Apt wae burn in the vear 1860. She is one 
of two children of William K. and Harriet (Grubbs) Dryden, the other child 
heing John L. Drvden, of Buffalo, Wausas. Mr. and Mrs, Apts family eon- 
siete of two childron, Beesiv and Oley, 

Polition! ties have not hound oll members of this family beyond sever- 
and! or disconnection. Tntil (he era of political eruption in Kansas its imetn- 
hors responded, in the main, to the roll call of Republicanism, bat the change 
of emulitions and the apparent need of a new party of the people caused divorce 
and separation in all political balimieks and our anbject cast his fortunes with 
the new order, 


THOMAS MALIN—Ainong those whose efforts have wielded an influence 
in the settlement and development of Wilson county and whose life herein 
has heen an example worthy of emulation is he whose name introduces this 
bre! review. A quiet, mild-mannered man, without ostentation or show, 
whose sole ambition has been the rearing of an honorable family and thy 
lwilding of a comfortable and virtuous home, Thomas Malin has been one of 
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the potent factors in the history of the Verdigris valley, in lis vietnity, fron 
the wear LAGG te the present tine. Born in a foreign land and veared without 
special udventages or opportunities it is te his eredit to record a lity filled with 
incidents, tested with the experienees of Lime and eruwned with the saveesses 
flue hotorable and dovemitting boil. 

Mr, Malin was born in Oxfordshire, Mngland, May 20, 1840. The oldest 
of eight in family, he is the only one—sao far as known—who left his native 
vountry and crossed the broad Atlantic to free America. Te acquired a fair 
education m the schools common to his station and at the age of sixteen years 
vane to the United States ta lay the foundation for a successful career, As 
his labor was his capital, wherever he found work it was iumediately invested. 
Arriving at New York withont unusual incident he remained im that vieimity 
wid in Southern New England omploved ona farm us man-of-allework for a 
period of, perhaps, two years, when he eontinued hie way westward inte Hli- 
unis, Inuting in Sangamen county. Here he was brought face to face, for the 
firet time with the American way of “doing polities.” “The Little Giant” and 
“the Rail Splitter’ were making their famous campaign tor the Wnited States 
senate hefore the people of Mhneis and Douglas and Lincoln partisans vicd 
with exeh other in doing homage to their respective faverites, To one unuaed 
to popular suffrage the speetacle of such political liberty among the commen 
xcople wos a sight long to he remembered, Taking up the work of a farm 
land in Ulineis Mr, Malin continued it, in the main, till his enlistment in tho 
velunteer arivy of the Tited States, 

On August 17, 1801, one object joined company D, 26th mfantry, Col. 
Loomis and Capt. Geo. W. Kerlin, Tle enlisted as a private near Berlin in 
Sunvanion eounty “for three yours or during the war.” He yeteraned at Seotl> 
boro, Alabama, and was dischargud for disabilities Pebruaty 7, 1866, Tis reg- 
iment belonged to the T4th division of the 15th ariny corps and the battles and 
vkirmishee in which he participated were Corinth, bika, Jackson and Farm- 
inglon, Mississippi: Niw Madrid, Point Plensunt and Esluid No. 10; Mission- 
ary Ridge and onto the Atlanta canrprign. Tn the battle of Resaca he was put 
aul of aelion by » wound in the left hip. In the fight at Farmington. before 
Vicksburg, he was wounded below the right eve and his first hospital exper- 
iene wie at Nashville, Tennessee, From there he was sent to Louisville, 
Kentucky, thenee to Jeferson Barracks at St. Louis and Camp Butler and 
Quincy, Ulinois, he was treated for his two wounds and finally discharged from 
Lhe serviet, 

Upon hie return home after the war he took to the plow, a= of oll, and 
worked for wages till the spring of 1866 when he married and started, directly, 
on his trip to Kansas. Three weeks was consumed in making the jonrowy by 
wagon tu their final destination on the Verdigris. The Mississippi river was 
erossed at Hannibal, Missouri, and there a company of emigrants bound for 
Kansas points was encountered. The whole party bunched imterests while 
erussing the state of Missouri, as it was dangerous, then, for people of the 
“North” to be threading their way across that commonwealth alone. Once on 
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hhansas eoil the little conpany inelted away till only two wagons, that of owr 
subject and Greerge Bowman, veached the public domain in Wilson county. 

The resemroes of Mr andl Mrs, Matin, on reaching their destination in 
Kansie, consisted of theiy personal elfects, their team and one thousand dollars 
in money. In May they drew up in the valley of the Verdigris and, in tiaoie, 
Mr. Malin entered the southeast quarter of section 35, township 27, range 14. 
Then the goyernitnent tines had not been established and the land eould only be 
Claimel wotil seh time as the surveyors could do their work. ‘Their littie 
native lumber box house, 1618, with shed kitchen, was erected toward the 
weet side of the claim and this was oreupied through all the initial work ef 
inproyement and Gil the ereetion of their ecommodious residenee at the roal- 
side in 1s82. These first sixteen yeurs were years of real trials for the early 
settler, Nature appeared stubborn and would oot yield bountifully to the 
touch of the hushandman, Corn was the most reliable for a crop on thu new 
wvround and it entered almost wholly into the every day provender of the 
aettler During the hardest times i was not unusual to lave cornbread twenty- 
one times a week through the year and the “corn-bread and molasses” cane 
to be relished asa forced substitute for the real “stall of hfe.” When thw 
settler had spent all his sirplus money be wae “flat broke” for he aeldom had 
the mews with which to ratee more. Partial destitution followed close woo 
the heels of this condition and patched clothes provided one’s “best” suit. seven 
days in the week. Letters were often delayed bheeause there was no “three 
cents” with which to prirohase a stamp; and Mrs. Malin often looked forward 
to the “heme latter? that would qontain a etamp for reply. All these exper- 
iences were endured by our worthy subjects—and many more—rather than 
eultivate the habit of extravagance by getting w loan on their heme. No en- 
combrance ever hung like a pall over their weary heads. With brnised hands 
and tortured apirite they erossed the abyss of poverty and laid a firm hold upon 
the solid wall of financial independence. The comforts of life have taken 
the place of the hare necessities of years ago: the conveniences of the cast 
have transferred themselves, eo to speak, to the lap of the west and the valley 
of the Vordigris has hocome ono expanse of fertile and productive field. 

April 24, 1866, Thomas Malin was married ta Abbie Taylor, the youngest 
af twelve children of William and Bulah Tayler, The survivors of this large 
family are, Mrs. Roxanna Stephens, of Fonton, Michigan; Mrs. Josephine 
Fiddler, af Mason City, Mlinois; Mrs Bulal Bowlin, of Springfield, Mlinois; 
William Tavler, of Sangamon eonnty, Hlinois; John Taylor, of Arizona; Mre. 
Maria Kelley, of Wilson eounty. and Mrs. Malin, The latter was born March 
20, 1815, and is the mother of seven children, five of whom died before their 
first year. The wo living are Maria Louisa, born July 29, 1869, is the wife of 
Reuben KE. Wertz, of Ransas City. Their children are Don Lowell, James 
Calyin ant Laura Frances, Charles If, Malin, Worn December 26, 188%, is the 
voungest child of Mr, and Mrs, Malin. 
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GEORGE W. WOOTEN—Residing upon his farm six and one- half milve 
northwest of Fredonia, in Wilson county, is the earliest living settler of Praire 
township, George W. Wooten, a gentleman widely known as a Tariner and 
highly esteemed as a citizen, In October, 1869, he selected the south half of 
the northwest quarter amd) the north half of the southwest quarter of section 
22, township 28, range I4. sand erected his seiiler's eahin on the side-hill, pro- 
paratory toa slay which has ben eontinuous and permanent. Tle fonod here 
when he came, Joseph Smith, of Deleware Springs, Jonas Wooten, William I, 
Wooten. father and brother of our subjent, all lovated to the weet and north, 
While on the Verdigris river were George Shafer and Mr. Bowman. To the 
vast were no settlers till Sutton Branch and the river beyond was reached any, 
with a single exception, Mr. Wooten has witnessed the passage of them all. 

Our subject came to Kanaae from Holt eonnty, Missouri, where he bad 
lived from his hoyhood and in whieh state lie had rosided from the year of lis 
birth. Born in Carter county, Kentucky, his natal day was January 4, 1845. 
His father, Jonas Wooten, was born in the same state and county in 1813 and 
was brought up on ua farm. ‘The latter’s father was Charles Wooten, who went 
into Kentucky in a very early dey from North Coralina and reared a large 
family. Tle wae twice married bot his second wile, Fannie Smith, was the 
mother of all his children, namely. Randall, who died in the Union army: 
Mary, deceaserd wile of Hiram Hoeley, of Kentucky; Jonas, our subjeet’s father, 
who diwd in Wilson eounty in 188i: Jonathan; View and Teltha, twins, both 
of whom married and are deceased ; Mrs. Jane Thu, deceased, and the fallowing 
sons wha died in Nentucky: Thomas, Stephen and Preston; Albert came west 
and settled in Tloward conte, Missouri, 

Jonas Wooten was tarried in Kontacky lu Naney lenderson, Te passed 
iis life asa farmer and resided im his native county, in Toward, Carroll and 
Holt counties, Missouri. and mm Wilson vounts, Kansas, io which latter place 
he wie a Yesident from the samimer of 1860 to his death. Tle was a Union man 
(luting the civil war and served three years in the ih Missouri state militia. 
Tle was the father of the following children; Mary Margaret, who married 
P.O, Diee wand is the inother of three daughters; William K., of near Coyville, 
Kansas: George W., of this review: Andrew oJ.. of Wilson county, Martha A,, 
wife of Cyrus M. Fauchier, of lola, Kansas. and Thomas J... of Wilson county. 
The mother of these children died in 1884, 

Goorze W. Wooten left his native atate, as before mdieated, in his infancy. 
The conntty schools of Holt eounty, Missouri. provided him with a meager 
eiueation and the work of the fariy eyuipped him with ample strength of hone 
antl musele. Mareh 6, 1862, he enlistu!l m Company B. 4th Missour, volunteer 
cavalry. and was in active servier til March 25. 1865. De was in battle at 
Springfield, Newtonia, Horse Creek, in Saline couuty, Davis Prairie and the 
nine days gursuit and finally the capture of Pricve’s artillery and his two hig 
wenvrils, Marmaduke and Cabel, When discharged from the service, Mer, 
Wooten went back to the farm in Holt county and was there married, Decem- 
her 13, 1868, to Sarah: M. Smith. a daughter of Andrew Smith formerly from 
the state of Indiana. Mrs Wooten died May 28, 1900, leaving an only child, 
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Robert, now on the family homestead and a young man of bwenty-one years, 
Mr. Woolen reured a son hy adoption, yis., Clarence E., of Fredonia, whe js 
Tharriad to Josie Delaney. 

Mr. Wooten haa passed his life in Kansas as a modest and industrioys 
furmer. ITis team and wagon constituted his assets. in the main, when Tie came 
hare and a history of the strugeles of the typical Kansas settlor would embrace 
in it the experiences of his carcer. Te has been without serious political aspi- 
rations and his conneetion with poltlies las done Ittle more than to mark him 
as aim carnest Missouri Republican, 


WASHBURN P. STEVENS—Well known as a turmer near Rest, Wilson 
votlity, is the gentleman whose nate heads this article. TTe lwe been a citizen 
of Kansas more than thirty-one vears, for he came to the state in April, 1871, 
and daring that titne le has been identifled with the interests of agriculture 
in bath Allen and Wilsen eounties, As mast men who have settled up the 
westurn prairies, he came here with limited resources and the industry and per- 
severance which le brought with him from old New England has prove the 
enfermge wediwe (Oo lis measure of sucess. 

Our suliject is a native of the old “Wooden Nutmeg” state of Conneeticur 
and was bern in Middlesex county. October 30, 1887. [Lis father, Joel Stevens, 
was a Tarmer, & native of the same state with himeelf and whose ancestors of 
the Colonial settlers of New England, Joel Stevens died in lis native state 
Seplember 16, 1887, at the age of seventy-nine years while his wife, who was 
Olivia Kelsey, died December 30, L860, at the age of fifty-seven vears. Ther 
children were Lavid, Washburn I, Charles D., deceased, was a soldier of the 
evil war ond died in Lonisiana: Flora, wife of Andrew Legre, of Connecticut; 
Fannie. widew of Jolin May of the old Nutmeg state. 

Washburn I. Stevens secure his education in the country schools, came 
to his majority on hie father’s farm and was married in the month of December 
Tie. his wile being Adelaide Turmlee, » daughter of O. 8. Patmlee, who 
yeared & family of ten children by his umion with Adelaide Parmelee. More. 
Stevens was born in 1842 and ie the mother of the following children. Burton 
L., whose wife was, nee Miss Laura Holt; Orrin W., who married Rosie Colaw ; 
William, who is married to Flora Wolf; Idu G,, deceased wife of John Camp- 
hell: Miss Flora, and Jolin, deooused. All the children are residenta of Wilson 
COUIVE, 

Mv. Stevens resided in Allon oownty, near Wiumboldt, from the date of hia 
eoining to Kansas till 1884 when he took up his residence in Wilson county. 
His present home wae onee the home of O. S. Parmelee and the farm is com- 
posed of the Parmelee and the Pratt eighties, a a quarter in section 33 
in the west half of Colfax township. In municipal affairs he has taken a good 
vitizen’s intercet in political matters. Fle was reared a Democrat and has acted 
in the main, with that party in Kansas. Tie was elected on the fusion ticket, 
contrary to his Wishes, to the oftiee of justice of the peace. As citizens he and 
family are highly esteemed, 
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MARY KH. BILEY—The lady whose name introduces this article was 
connected with the pioneer setrloment of the prairies of Colfax township, Wil- 
spn county. She came to the Gounty with her father, Cyrus T) Magill, in 1at 
amd was engage in some of the early educational werk of Wilson county a6 
neowtty ahool teacher, On the 4th of May, L871, she married her late bus- 
rate, Wilhm TL Riley, and ut onee font a hand in the toprovement of his new 

urn, 

William Lb Riley was one of the genuine men of Wilson county, He per- 
loriied a aincer and honorable part in its settlement and in the modest manip- 
Wation af its affairs and who the threack of life was severed he went to lis 
long rest beloved by all, Ile was by birth a Virginian; born at Bridgeport in 
Harrison county, West Virginia, July 11, 1844. "Nhe history of luis ancestry is 
briefly referred to in the eketel of James L. Riley in this volume. His early” 
life opportunities were those of the country youth and he enlisted in the Sri 
West Virginia cavalry, Company B. and served aboot two years of his tern 
of enlistment; being discharged on account of wound received in battle at 
Moorehead, Maryland, A sumehot weund in the left shoulder disabled him 
permancutly and he was released Crom further duly in the army. tHe had 
acquired wn liberal edueation for his day and stution and after his rele: from 
the servicer he engaged In teaching country school. He made the work some- 
thing of a business wolil after he settled in Wilson county, Kansas, when he 
entered land and at once undertook the more serious task of building himself a 
home. He maintained a high standard of muauhvod wand his position in busi- 
nese was wis no less distinguished than that of a citizen in all ite phases and 
obligations, The important offices of his township were confided to his care el 
(ifferent times by (he sulfrage of the voters und he was ae confirmed in Meth- 
odisw as he was in his standard of Republicanism and he died March 16. 1899, 
a lows) and lamented eitiven. 

Mra, Riley was born in Clinton county, Tnrhana, February 20, 1649, and 
erew to womanhood in Wisconsin, whither her parents went the same year and 
from where they came to Kansas. Her father was born in Shelby county, Wy.. 
in) L800. lived in that state till 182! and then moved over into Clinton county 
and settled near Frankfort in the state of Todiana. Te wae a farmer and died 
in Wilson county four years after lus advent to it, For his wife he married 
Sarah Miller whe survived him two years und died in i875 at seventy years of 
dwe. They were the parent of nine children of whom our subject is the 
youngest, and only three of the number are living, vis. Jolin A., of Wilson 
eounty : Cyrus. of Santa Anna, California, and Mrs, Riley, 

The first years of our subjects life as a Kansas home-builder were pussed 
by the side of her hushand in supplanting nature with art. The plowing of 
sod, the planting of trees and shrubs, the dropping and cultivation of the 
voung hedge plants and the myriad and multiplicity of things at this day for- 
wolten formed the daily and yearly round of amusement to whieh she waa 
subjected. Still, alter thirty years of teil and waiting and anxiety success hos 
cone to ler as something of a eemforter and 71 semmes betler to have worked 
and worried and suffered than not to have worked at all. 
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Mrs. Riley’s ebildren are CL Alphon, who married Mand Losey, was 
horn in August, 1875: Guy 1., who married Kilie Rowan , was born April 21, 
ISTH; THarry, born May 28, 14815 Bertha M., born October 19, 188s. Walter 
B.. horn Tannary 28, 1886, and Maud 2., bory May 3, 1888,” 


JOHN W, SPILLMAN—The lite John W. Spilliuu. of Cuyville. was 
one Of the characters of Wilson county whose personal force anil infinente 
inuet be revkoned as having a bearing upon the destinies of Verdigrie and 
Webster townships. ‘The spirit of independence and determination whieh 
guided him all through life led him in the paths of sneecess und, while at his 
death he had #eeomplished) mineh, hie destiny was not vet worked out for he 
‘died at the age of forty-four yeurs. 

John W. Spillinio was born ona farm tn Yadkin eounty, North Carolina, 
Pebruary 19, 1847. His father, James Spillman, was a native of the same stale 
and passed his life there on a farm. John W. acquired all the achool trating 
he ever rvecived before hu was seventeen years old for at that age, and while 
(he civil war was in progress. he Jeft home ou foot and walked out of the coo- 
federacy, crosser the Ohio river and located himself in Tlinois. He had seven 
coppers and a broken knife in his pocket when he went out from his parental 
roof and the pluck and determination necessary to earry a bov of his age 
through # hostile country where soldiers were being conseripted for the rebel 
drmios, anil where spies were on conetant vigil in behalf of the waning cause 
of the South, were wrapped up in his constitution and the privations and 
sufferings incident to the tip onty spurred him on te more determined effort 
bh escape. 

Onee on linois soll he felt far enough away from the seene of strife te 
(nvage in the pursuits of peace and he hired out to a farmer by the month, He- 
remained im the wemity of Urhana seme seven yours, saved his wages an 
wme west with the ultimate purpose of — loeating  some- 
where within ite vast unsettled confines. He made brief stops in northern Kan- 
sag, epent some months with an whele near Buffalo where he put out a wheat 
erop and then continued his journevings to Texas. In that state he was eni- 
ployed on a railroad and with his earnings there, his sayings of former years 
and the proceeds of his Buffalo wheat crop he purchased a tract of one hundred 
and sixty acres on Big Sandy creek in Verdigris township, Wilson county, and 
began the imitial acts of his career as a citizen of this municipality. His ser- 
tlement was made here in the vear 1874. From thence forward to his sudden 
laking-uway he was one of the most successful grain and stock raisers of his 
county. As he foand limself in possession of a surplus of cash it was inyest- 
wl in land adjoining lis homestead wntil bis broad acres numbered seven hun 
red aml seventy. chiefly in the Big Sandy and Verdigris valleys. 

‘John Spillman was a man of strong physique and of undaunted purpose. 
His capacity for making money was not Ins greatest virtue. He was a man at 
home az well as abroad and he lived before bis children the importance of 
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reputable and virtuous lives, ‘The first few months he lived on tis farm ne 
batched but on the 29th of July. 1874, he married Mrs, Mary A, Roberts whose 
father was Williatn Davis of Welsh birth he latter married Ann Jones, 
pussel his life in Butler county, Ohio, and reared our children, namely, Mrs, 
Spillman; Mrs. Samnel Burke, of Los Angeles, California: and two others, 
tleeased, Mr, Davis was married a eceond time, his wife being Caroline Lar- 
rison who bere his’ Amos, Thomas, and Ella, wife of a Mr. Hill, of Butler 
county. Ohio. 'Phormas J. Roberts was Mrs. Spillmun’s first husband, Thete 
only child was Arnie, wife of J. W. Polson, of Wilsan county, Mr. and Mrs, 
Spill man’s children are Fannie, wife of J. F. Gunby, of Buffalo; Jams L., 
William P., Pearl, Isla and Jol W., Pr, 

Mr, Spillman was a man who took the usual and rather more Lau the 
average interest in local polities. He espoused Democracy because he believed 
in it and was unfailing in its state and national support. THe was taken away 
suddenly and without warning on the Sth of October, 1901, being struck ty 
lightning while in the fleld with hie eon at work. [1 was a fetal stroke’and be 
was dead when picked up from the grownid. This was a lose not only to ifs 
family but to lus community and his depth terminated an active, useful und 
honorable career. 

In the organization of Wobster townehip Mr. Spillman took an active 
part and even suggested its name. He became an Odd Fellow in Urbana, Uli- 
noia, remained in good standing while there but. never affiliated with the order 
after coming to Kangas, He wae, however, a member of the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen in which he took much interest and by which he was buried. 


ANDREW HERMAN—He whose name introducus this urticle is well 
known to the citizens of Prairie township, Wilson county, as an honored citt- 
yen aud suceesstul furmer. He has passed more than » generation amony the 
people of tis community, and, while he is an old Wansan, lis residenee in 
Wilson county dates only from the year 1880, 

Mr. Herman, of this review, is indiginous ta the state of Pennsylvania. 
He was born in Union county, March 6, 1586, and is a son of Frederick and 
Margaret (Boyer) Herman, farmers; the father being born in 1812 and both 
parents native of that county and state. Jacob Merman, the paternal grand- 
father of our subject was also born in Coion county, Pennsylvania. He was a 
farmer, with history as a soldier—probably in the war of 1812—and died 
about 1850 at past eighty years of aye. 

Frederick Herman and wife were the parents of nine children, of whom 
the living are Andrew; Enos H., of Union county, Pennsylvania; Hettie, wife 
of Frederick Gerhard, of Union eounty,; Mary, who married a Mr. Banersox of 
the same county; Hlizabeth, wile of John Boyer, of Belleview, Ohio, and Fred- 
erick and Daniel, half brothers of the above named, both of their native 
county. 


SUS HIsStouvy OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS, 


When Andrew Hernan was aboat uimeteen years old he left lie metive 
afate and came west to Sandusky county, Ohio. He had been reared to the 
work of the farm and bis education was of the coantry school sort. Hu was 
marrial there i (840 to Mrs. John S. Fetterol, whose maiden name was 
Catherine Moyer, a Indy oative lo his own county in Pennsylvania whore 
father, Samuel Moyer, was a reproventative of one of the old and honorable 
families of Union euunty. The latter marriod Bya Kline who bore him four- 
teen children, The wother died in Sandusky county, Ohio, and the father died 
and is buried at Three Rivers, Michigan. The children of their union now sur- 
yiving are Catherme, born in duly, 188d: Samuel, a wealthy and prominent 
farmer of Doniphan connty, hensas; Lydia, widew of Moses Miller, of the 
aamiv county; Luey, wile of Allert Streeter. of Randusky, county, Ohio: Allen, 
of three Rivera, Michiwns Alice, whe married Joseph Castle of Sandusky 
county, Ohio, and Irvin, of Manhattan, Kansas. 

After he had worked three years by the month as a farm hand in San- 
dusky county, Ohio, he engaged i) farming on his own secount, In 1867 ine 
brought his family fa Kansas and purchased a farm near Severance in Doni- 
plun county, Kansas. Stock raising and larmmg were engaged in and that 
anowertully for thirteen years when he sold his property and come down inte 
Wilsan county. He hought a quarter of seetion 12, township 28, range 1}, 
where, with the exeeption of three years, lie las mialntained his family residence, 

The issie of the marriage of My. and Mrs. Llerman are, John A, F., whe 
marricd Clara Miller and tesides tn Stockton, Kansas, has seven ebildren; 
Alma |, wife ef Thotnas Paivter, of Lane connty, Kansas, has five children, 
one of whom, Alma May. las speat ber life with her grandparents, the suh- 
jects of this article; Allen M., of Wilson county, whose wife was, nee Margaret 
rater, and has one child; and Irvin M.. who died at nine years old. 

lu polities the Hermans have, i Ue main, been Democrats but the 
Moyers, Mrs. Herman's people, hold allegiance to the Republican party and are 
winony thy relinble partisans of (heir respective communities, 


LUTHER BE. GREATIHOUSE—One of the progressive and suceesstil 
farmers of Verdigrice lownship, Wilson county, is lL, E. Greathouse, a solelior 
settler of Coyville, Tle reached the county in November, 1871, after some 
weeks of an overland journey, with at on team, all the way from Warren 
eounty, Kentucky, in which Jovality he was born December 5, 1842, The 
orivinal head of this Kentueley family was Samuel Greathouse, a Maryland 
seiuer, a Baptist minister and a blacksmith, Ufe had served in one of the earty 
ware of our country amd went down into the state of Dantel Boone to aid tn 
settling and bmilding op that commonwealth, One of his sons, named alter 
himself—Samuel Greathonse—was the father of our subject. He was born in 
Warren county, passed bis life as a farmer and married Mary Arnold. After 
rearing a large family they both died where they had lived, in the respect and 
eatwen of their community. hei children were Sidney, deceased ; Luther E, ; 
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Mrs. Nunwy Reetor, residing in Chautauqua county, Kansas; Louisa, of Ken- 
tneky, wile of doin Tiger; Thomas J., of Sumner county, Kansas; George, 
decensel; Wallace; Mrs, Martha MeCoy, of Kentucky; Elizabeth, now Mrs. 
John MeCoy; Sammnel, residing on the old Kentuely homestead ; and Euphrates 
whose whereabouts are woknown. 

Luther EK. Greathouse was linvitedly sehooled im his native ewanty. Ie 
became able tu read, write and “do sums” bot the linvited resources of the 
family and the requirements of the farm ent his educational opportunities 
short. In L862 he enlisted in one of the four eompantes formed for the 3ard 
Kentucky infantry which was afterward consolidated with other compunies and 
became the 26(h infantry, His company was F, and was commanded by Capt, 
M, 'T. Iall, the regiment bem onder the command of Lieut. Col. Farrelly, 
Starinishing introduced thy regunent to the wuelive ditties of soldier life and ils 
first real battle was that of Nashville. After thia fight the regiment wae put 
aboard a boat at Smithland, Tennessee, bound for Washingtun, D, C., by way 
of Cineinnati, At Washington the command was ahipped by the Athintic oeean 
to North Carolina to aid General Sherman in conatetabyig the conqnest of the 
South and thas end the war. Some small engagements were parheipated m 
before the final surrender of Johnston’s army hut when that event actoally 
oceurred the 26th Kentucky was not present and on the scene. From ther 
position our subject's regiment was ardered to Salishury, North Carolina, and 
remainod there till July, 1865, when it wae discharged and sent home; being 
in the service a little less than three yours. 

In his native county Mr. Greathouse was married November 20, 1868, to 
Maria Strange, a danghter of William Strange and Demarius Davis, husband 
and wife, farmers and country people of Warren county. Mrs Greathouse was 
one of six surviving children and is the mother of Hlizaheth, wife of J. C. 
Glaseo, af Wilson county; Mary. wife of John Wright of the same county; 
Laura, Hovt, Stephen and Estella, 

When Mr, and Mrs, Greathouse left Kentucky it was with an ox team, ss 
before stated, They were in conypany with the family of a sister-in-law who 
afterward became Mrs, Ed Davis, well known iv the vieinity of Coyville, bnt 
new deceased. The wagons crossed the Mississippi river near Vienna, Tlinets, 
al whal was known as the “Jackson ford” and consumed on the journey some 
six weeks of time, Mr. Greathouse settled on a claim in section 4, township 27, 
range 1d, deeded it and farmed it sone twenby years. Since then his home 
has heen in seetion 23 where he owne two hundred and forty acres and fe en- 
gayed in the successfal growing of yrain and the handling of stock. Te 1s 
widely known as a fariner and the business and social fayor which he enjoys 
have come to him as a reward for the honor wnd integrity that repose in the 
man: Tn politics his ancestors and himself have held to the Demoeratie faith. 
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FRANCIS CRATHORNE—Prairie township, Wilson county, has been 
honored for more than thirty years by the presence of the soldier and citizen 
Whose name heads this article. He datos his advent tn the county from the 
first Sunday m March, S70, and, soon thereafter he entered the north halt 
of the southwest quarter and the south half of the northwest quarter of section 
4+, lownship 28, range 14. which tract hae been his continuons abiding place 
in hits ndopted county, 

Frank Crathorne wae berne in Warwickshire, England, on the 11th of 
Septmuber, 1824, and is deseended from the ancient and honorable family of 
Crathorne whose geneelogy traces hack into English history to the time of the 
Conqnerpr, or William the Ist—li6 A.D, The Crathonre ostate was located 
in the Parish of Crathorne on Seyer civer and the family cont-oforms and 
ueneologival tree are ameng the papers andl effects of our subject herein The 
litter was a son of Frances Crathorne. who married Jane White and had three 
children to emigrate to the Wnited Slates, The parents and one son and 
duughter came over in 1850, and Francis, owt subject, came five years later. 
All settled in Wayne county. Lowa, where the father and mother died some 
years loter, One son, George Frederick Crathorne, died in Kaneas City’ Mie 
soum, and the daughter, Mrs. Clarissa Goodin, died at La Grand, Oregon. 

Mr, Crathorne’s opportunities as a youth were entirely rural. His life 
while coming to manhood’s vstate was uneventtul and filled with common 
routine, Ue learned the carpenter trade alter leaving the parental roof aml 
this stood him in good elead when he became a settler on the frontier in Wilson 
county. In 1852 he was married ta Grace Reece who remained his companion 
Gill her death in 1866. Vor seven years alter his advent to the United Stales 
Mr, Crathorne was in undistarbed pureoance of a peaceful oecupation. When 
the rebellion cume on he demonstrated his patriotisin for his adopted country Iry 
joining the volunteer army of the United States, Im 1862 he enlisted as a 
private in Company D. 23rd Town for a term of three years. Mis regiment 
served in the departments of Miesonri and the Gulf and he was discharged ot 
Colnnbus, Texas in 1865. He was promoted to Ind sergeant September 19, 
1802; to Ist sergeant Apri] 1, 1863 and to Ist heutenant Jannary 15, 1864, and 
was mustererl out will that commission. The chief ongayements in which he 
took part were Port Gibson, Champion Hills, Big Black, singe and assault on 
Vicksburg, Fort Bepermixa, Texas. Red River expedition and Mobile. fn all 
these battles wud us namny more skirmishes he eseaped without » woond. Tr 
one tostanve he was the only ong left standing out of one hundred and sixty- 
five ino lavonet charge al Black river bridge. He met with the loss of his left 
evs which burst from swolling eaused by exposure and the bite of a Texas 
spider. His record as a soldier was one of devotion to duty and a just regard 
for those who were sniject to his orders, Each of his advancements came jo 
lin as w reward for gallant conduet. 

From 1865 to the spring of 1870 Mr. Crathorne followed his trade in 
Towa. Exrly in March of that vear he drove into Wilson county, as above 
stated, and became thenceforward, one of her loyal and devoted citizens. Tor 
some vears in the early part of his career in the eounty he was engaged at. his 
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(rade but ultimately he stuek close to his farm and was content to enjoy is 
reasomible prosperity, 

Mr, Crathonre’s family consists of three sons and a danghter, namely. 
Fred C., of Palouse City, Washington; Tannah, wife of Frank Detmier, of 
Liberty, Missourt: Charles 5., of Clay county, Missouri, and T.. Francis, of 
Mitchinson, Kansas. These were all children by his first marriage. In 1889 
lie wis inarriad to Louis C. Sandusky, widow of J. F. Sandusky, and a 
daughter of Berryman Hust of Kentucky. Mrs. Crathorne was born im Ken- 
lucky and came to Kansas the same year she married Mr. Crathorne. 

For many years Mr. Crathorne served his township as justice of the peace, 
being vluctad at the behest of and by Republican support. He is one of the old 
guard of Republicans anc a quarter of a century ago his was a familiar figure 
on the delegations from his township in county conventions. 


GBORGH H. TEMPLEMAN—Well known for his industry and intey- 
rity 1s this farmer and centennial settler of Guilford township, Wilson county. 
Ife carne to the county toward the close of the “homestead entry” period —LS7 ii 
and found a desirable forty acre tract yet Unclaimed and untouched which 
he entered, deeded and has since substantially improved. 

Mr. Tey lepian came to Kansas from MeLean county, llinois, where he 
was taken by his parents in the spring of 1805 from Owen county, Kentucky, 
where, on the 28th of May, 1851, he was born, Te is a son of Jesse Temple- 
man, a farmer who settled near Bloomington, Ulinoejs, made a success of his 
undertaking and yeared and edueated an honorable family of children. He 
came to Kansas in 1876 and resides four miles east of Fredonia im Wilson 
county, For his wife he married Layina Gregory who died in 1480, being the 
niother of the following: James, Levi., Ala, widow of Jacob Michaels, of Wil- 
son county; Robert, deceased; George H,; Mary J., who died as Mrs. M. A. 
Alexander: Madi, wife of Frank Wellman, of Kdwards county, Kansas; Fannie, 
iow Mrs. H. G. Roberts; Jefferson, of Arizona; and Jay, of Nebraska. The 
Teinplemans of this branch were originally from the state of Virginia where 
Kphriam Templeman, grandfather of our subject, was born, He was a farmer, 
went to Kentucky early in the history of that turbulent state and settled in 
Buth eounty. 

When George H, Templeman cast his Fulure with Wilson county he was o 
single man, hard-working and of wood habits. His active life har been spent 
largely us a wage-worker on a farm and trom this employment he had saver 
up a little money. He rented land here the first two years and then took his 
eins and built on it his first residence, a house 11426 which was his domiaily 
for eeveral years. The next yeur after his advent to the county Mr. Templeman 
woe married, on the 28th of February, to Malinda Ingle, a daughter of the 
pioneers, William and Matilia (Cox) Ingle, who came to Kansas in 1871 from 
Randolph county, Indiana, and are well known and esteemed settlers of Wilson 
county. Mr Ingle died in 1892, being the father of nine children. 
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Mr. and Mrs, 'Templenian have teen engaged in the laudable ocoupation of 
homebuilding for twenty-five years. They haye a farm of one hundred anil 
twenty meres, substantially and attractively improved and their industry and 
that of their children is reeponeille for their iaproved condition and sorround- 
ings. There have been horn to them ten children, as follows, Bert, [Marvey, 
Art, Daisy, Etta, Charles, Fay, Roxie, Georgie and Harry. 

Mr, Templeman has done little in a political way exeept to exercise his 
right of suffrage granted every intelligent American citizen. Tis forefathers 
were supporters of the principles of Democracy and the sate politival action 
finds willing response in himgell, He aspires to no official favors und is content 
when he has balloted fur the best man for the offive, 


SAMTEL KISKEN—Conspicious as an honorable citigen and carly settler 
of Wilson county is he whoee name announces the subject of this article. Com- 
ing L) Lhe county in Veteber, 1867, his continuous residence here has spanned a 
period of thirty-five years and “14-27-L1" on Little Sandy has furnished the 
location for the achievements of fis industrious and ambitious nature. 

Onur subject bought the northwest quarter of the section in which ‘ie 
settled , the elaitn of one Ward. ‘The lor cabin down by the creek furnished 
him shelter for some years after his arrival and gave way to a cottage more pre 
fentious which outlived its usefulness and was replaced by the nantly residence 
of today, a eredit to any farmetead in Webster township. The original claimant 
of this tract disposed of lis interests direct to Mr. Davis whose successor Mr. 
Kiser became for the sum of 4124. 

Warren county, Indinna, was the point from which Mr. Kaiser emigrated 
ro Nansas, He made the journey by wagon in company with James White who 
settled on Fall viver and soon afterward died. He was in fair financial cirewin- 
stances amid when he had paid for hie claim his working eapital was sufficient 
to enuble him to provide his family with the necessities and some of the eom- 
forts of life. "The matter of rnising stock drew his attention wml this basiness, 
lovether with the sueeessfal cultivation of the fields lus placed lim in a. posi- 
lion of personal and financial independence. He has yone steadily und 
quietly about his affairs, pecues indnetry and wise economy and haa main- 
tained linself a pure and upright man, 

Mr. Kiser was born in Vermillion county, Ulinots, July 28. 1838. His 
father was George Kiser, a Virginian ventleman with three brothers, David, 
Jacob and Daniel. Theee settled vither in Warren county, Indiana, or in Pike 
county, Tlinwis, where thoy reared families. George Kiser married Elizabeth 
Starry und both died in Indiana. Their children were, John, of Paola, Kan- 
saz: Hannah, deceased wife of George Starry, who died in Miami counay, 
Kansas; Danivl and George, who died in Indiana; William. of Kansas City. 
Missouri; Samuel, of thie sketeh; Nieholas, deceaserd|; Alexander, of Miami 
oounty, Konsas, and Jerry, of the same county. 
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Samuel Kiser was sparsely educated, or rather, sparingly so. Ln remained 
a fixture of the “oll home’ till after he reavhed bis majority, and when the 
war broke out he enlisted in Company M, 9th Llinois cavalry—Col, Broeketr— 
in Uttober, 1801. [lis first service was with his regiment on the Mississippi 
river where many skirmishes apd some real engagements took place. He was 
in the famous aud bloody hattles of Vranklin and Nashville and his regiment 
was one to follow up General Tood’s rennants for two weeks in an attempt ty 
“finish” his destruction, Succeeding in this the regiment went to Hastpor'l, 
‘Tennessee, where ow! subject was discharged for disabilities incurred April 
Li, TAGS. ~When hie first etilistinent exapued Mr, Kiser was al Gerinanlown, 
Tennesece, and there le yeleraned and look the customary furlough home. He 
served in the same company and regiment theough the war and drew only a 
private’s pay. 

M, Wiser was married in Warren county, India, Jauuary 1S, 1866, to 
Naney, & daughter of William and Margaret (Rosehrough) White, whose ehild- 
ren Were Amunda, wife of Mr. Steel. of Denver, Colorada; Perry, who died in 
the Union army: Mrs. Wiser, and Kila, wife of William Shisher, of Wilson 
county. Mrs. Wiser was born in May, 1845, and live the following ehildren. 
William, ex-treasurer of Webster township, is married to Nettie Price; Daniel, 
it the family hearth, and Charles, who died at the age of aeventeen years, 

Mr, Kiser ie a woll known Republican of his township. Tis sons partake 
o! hie political views and represent their parents creditably im moral and 
business inteyrity. Wilken commty and the community of Middletown are the 
vainers by the presenee of this honored family whose lives will prove an imespire- 
tion to their posterity. 





LEWIS Th. LYON—One of the éarly and well known settlers af Prairie 
township, Wilken woonty, was the late Lewis W. Liven, father af the subject af 
this brief biography. His preemption was made an the head of Snake Creel 
in the year L870, and he lived to practice his trade and toe participate mm the 
affairs of Wis county for ten years. Az a farmer and stock raiser he was tere 
chiefly Known but at Lawrenee, Kansas, where he resided during a portion of 
his life he established a reputation, in the construction of the university build- 
ing and the Mldridge house, as a fine bricklayer. To follow up his life 
nore minoltely it is necessary (o start with him at Augusta, Mame, where he 
wit born in the year 1834. Ile grow up and was schooled Itherally im his 
native plice and it was there that he leamed his trade, He heeame a first 
class mechanic. He left Maine some years before the war and went south, 
heing a resident of and leaching school in Texas when the first nets of rebel- 
lion were indulged in down there, Jlis abolition sentiments made him obnox- 
ious Lo sevesgionists and he moved up into Kansas to escape bodily harm. He 
wont almost immediately to Jonetion City where he resided till some time in 
1403 when he took np his residence in Lawrence. He was one of the militia- 
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men of the state and was ordered out to hulp check General Price in his af 
tompt to reach und burn Kansas City. 

Recurring to his family, Lewis W. Lyon was one of six children. None 
other came west and all but one passed their lives near the place of their 
birth, Mr. Lyon married Rudencia Andrews, a daughter of Stephen An- 
drews, of Boston, Mussachusetts. Some years after the death of Mr. Lyon, 
Mrs, Lyon beeume the wife of Jaeah Lumb, and resides now in Fredonia, 
Kansas. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Lyon were, Lewis H., born October 28, 
1862: (Miss) Georgin H.: Stephen A. D1). 8. of Galena, Kansas; and Fred 
K,, of Wilson county. 

Lewis HL. Lyon, our subject, wae educated chiefly in the district schools 
Ae became well enough equipped te teach a comtry school and this he did 
as one of the first iudependent aet= of his lite. He was married at twenty and 
since then has heen identified with farming in this state. In 1886 he be- 
came a sdttler in Stevens county. Wansas, and remained ovt there as one of the 
abettors of the fortunes of the town of Zella till 1889. Since the latter year 
he has resided on the Verdigrie river—one of the fixtures and permanent. set- 
tlers of Wilson eounty. 

January 2, 1888, Mr Lyon marricd Alman J. Busenbarrick, a daughter 
of Willian Busenbarriek, who was bern in Obie in 1840 and whe, in 1848, wené 
to Indiana and married Orplia 5S. Moore Both parents died in Brown 
county, Kansas, the father to 1892 aod the mother in 1901, Their ehildyen 
were, Martha A,, of Palouse City, Washington, is the wife af Oscar Travis; 
James E., of Robinson, Kaisas} Mildred, wife of Reuben Travis, of Brown 
county, Kansas; Mrs. Lyons, bert October LO, 1862; William, of Harton, 
Kansas: and Anna A,. wife of Albert Coburn, of Brown county, Kansas. Tho 
children of Mr. and Mrs. L, 1. Lyon are, Frank A,, Lewis W., Annie F., 
Rudencia F.. and Jacob. 

Mr. Lyon, Sy., was a firm) advocate of the principles of Republicanism. 
His birth, education and the nature of hie training and sneeeeding events 
all conspired to bring about this belief and he cherished it all his life. Tis 
son, our subject, chose his political home with the same party and has inain- 
tuined his position untlinehingly through all the “era of reform,’ He is one 
among the few now left who ean look back “as it were” and sketch the growth 
and development of Wilson county, then a vast prairie with here and there a 
stream with unbroken timber lines. Transformer as it 1s today, a well im- 
proved farming community with churches echool houses, railroads, and rural 
free delivery mail service aud county telephone systems. 


SIMEON G. CRESS—The subject of this personal notice settled apon 
the “Campbell farm” on the banks of the Verdipris river in Webster townebip 
im the year 1884. He reached here in February and occupied the place at the 
opening of spring anfl has remained in undisputed possession of it for more 
than cighteen years. He has ostablished an enviable reputation as a citizen 
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here, and elsewhere that he has maintained a residence, and is numbered among 
the lending men of his towuship. 

Mr, Cress came to Kansas fron: Morgan county, Missouri, to which point 
he went from Montgomery county, Illinois. where his birth ocearred Navember 
1, 1848, His father, Martin Crees, settled on the prairie north of Litehtield., 
!|linois, one mile, in 1844, deeded his land and improved it. He resided therz- 
mn Gl his death in 1853 at the age of forty yenre, 

The origin of the Crees family ie somewhat traditional It appears that 
Jacob Cress and two brothers, one of whom was the grandfather of our su)- 
ject, emigrated from their home in Germany to the United States during the 
provress of the war of 1812. Thoy heeame separated, Jacoh going to Tlhinas, 
finally, where he reared a large family and died in Montgomery county at 
ninety-two voars old, while the grandparent of Simeon GQ. Cress, herein, went 
inte North Carolina where he reared fowr sons, viz, Henry, Joseph, Moses and 
Martin, the father of our subject, 

Martin Cress was married at Hillshore, Ilinais, to Sarath Sherrer, who 
died in Morgan county, Missouri, February L?, 1901, at an advanced age and 
was a (duughter of Frederick Sherrer, 4 North Carolinan, but born in Germany. 
He went into [linois as one of its early seltlers and passed his pemaining years 
there. The issue of the marriage of Martin and Sarah Cress was four child- 
ren, namely, Sarah, wife of J. T. Reubart, of Morgan county, Missouri: Sim- 
eon G.; Newton, of Trego county, Kansas, and Martin, of Napa county, Cal- 
iformia, 

The advantages of Simeon G, Cross as a boy were limited. Tle was as 
successfully “edaeated” as most farmers’ zons of lis day, Ble was a pupil in 
the district school daring the winter months till he reached an aye when his 
services could be profitably utiliyed on the furm, then his education was finish- 
ed. He learned toe break prairie on the new farin near Litehfield, and after his 
father’s death was looked to ae the familwe head. The younger children 
grew up under his protection, as it were, and when the war came on the 
family was in uw position of independence, Tle was in Missourt during the pro- 
gress of thea war and enlisted im 1863 in the ist cavalry volunteers of that 
state. His was D Company, an his regiment say service west of the Missis- 
sippl river in Missouri and Arkuneas, being present al the capture of Little 
Rock. Mr, Creas participated in the great shawhter at Saline river—Jenkin’s 
Forry, ae the rebels call itj—and was soon thereafter ordered into the ambu- 
lance corps where he remained oll discharged at the close of the war. 

The war ended Mr. Cress returned te his old howe, Litehfield, where he 
resumed farming. He was first married in 1867 to Jennie White who died 
ten months later leaving a daughter, now Mere. Jemmie Blacketein, wife of Dr. 
Il. E, Blackstein, of Excelsior, Missouri. In 1870 Mr, Crees was married to 
Caroline Barringer, born in [linois and orphaned at an early age. ‘The issue 
of this marriage is Leona, wife of Robert Dawson, of Wilson county; Clarence 
C,, of Wilson county, who married Arbetha Matthews; Guy G., Lee L. and 
Warren W. 
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Mr, Cress has been engawed in Wilson county chiefly im grain raising. 
His farin of one londeed and forty aeres is one of the fertile and most desir- 
able tracts in the county and is in section 25, township 24, range 14. In poli- 
fies he affiliates in his modest way with the Republicans and he holds a mem- 
bership in the Grand Army of the Republie. 


BENJAMIN POLSON—Ln the month of May, 1870, the subject of this 
notice cast his fortunes with Wilson eounty, He toek up hie residence near 
the Verdigris river in Irainie township and on the 18th of July took posevs- 
sion of the homestead le afterward deeded qand, until the spring of 1902, 
occupied as his home Mr Molson, while he ean not be said to have boon 9 
pioneer, wits a eettler in the county, of that year when the epoch of earnest 
and rapid settloment began and bis separation fvom “the old neighberbood” 
removes tran yt one of the teal landmarks of Lhis section. 

Benjamin Polson is a representative of one of the original Aimerican 
Fainilies. By this we mean that lus aneestore were among the settlers whio 
fought for Americau freedom and National independence, ‘The name might 
indicate that its origin was Scandtnavian—and (hat might be traue—but the be- 
lief is, in the absence of positive evidenve to the contrary, that the blood of 
the Seoteh courses through Polson yeriis. 

The family history will beg with John Polson, our subject’s grandfather, 
ae the most remote ancestor lmown to Uhis veneration. He was bern in Vir- 
gittin, was a eolotial soldier in the revolutionary war from thal colony and 
wis tnarticd in that stale lo Martha Bryan, » sister of the yreat-grandfather of 
the late presidential candidate, William .J. Bryan. ‘This union produced the 
following sons: Williain, Jolin, Thomoes, James, Cyras. Levin and Benjamin, 
All the suns reared families and the states of Indiana, lowa and Minnesota 
knew some one of them as among their loyal citizens. 

Thomas Polson, father of the subject of this review, was born in Cul- 
pepper county, Virginia, Augist 2. 1797, and left there with his parents early 
in the history of our Rupublic. ‘Their first western home was made in Harrison 
eounty, Indiana, where Thomas iurried his first wife. Zella Ning, who becanie 
the mother of the following sons und daughters. Marthu. who married Richard 
Thornburn; Joho; Hendenson: Sarah, who beeame Mrs, John Rankin; Nancy, 
wife of Blishn Hardin: Bénjamin. our subject; Myra, who died single; George 
of Fredonia, Kansas; Charles, of Oklahoma, and Mary A.. wife of FL Pittman. 
In 1847, the father of these children emigrated from the new state of Indiana 
into the newer state of Lowa and located in Murion county. They opened up 
a new farin and were among the thrifty and thorongh-going people of their 
eounty. They knew whut was fecessary to suecess on the farm and Thomas 
Polson practiced no half Zailnre methods whilw he uttempted to ron the farm. 
Before he left Indiana his first as well as his eecond wife had died—the latter 
being Nancy Thornbury. who bore one child. Asa, now deceased—and he was 
rearing a family by his third wile, nee avira Rankin. he children of this 
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last union being, Amos, Henry, a leading farmer of Prairie township, Wilson 
county; Malinda, wife of Johu Miller, and Leander, of Fredonia, Kansas. 
Thomas Polson died at his Towa home in 1878 and lus father. who followed 
hint to the state, died there in 18— at the age of ninety-four years. The 
characteristics of this family were chiefly industry and individual integrity. 
They eared little for politica, and nothing for its honors, hut were pleased to he 
¢lassed as Jeffersonian Democrats. 

Benjainin Polson, of this sketch, was bern in Harrison county, Indiana, 
February 25, 1828. What education was in store for him—abont one month in 
a term of three—he acquired in the rude way of his day before he left his 
native county. Ie accompanied his father into Towa and helped him ilo the in- 
itial work of epening the latter’s new farm, He returned to his old Indiana 
home tn 1882 and was married! in October to Martha J. Taylor, a daughter 
of Raymond Tuylor whose ancestors were Virginia people, The Taylors were 
amoug the earliest to eottle in Harrison county, Indiana, where Mrs, Polson 
was born im 1R35. The latter and her liushand made their home in Marion 
county, Towa, till their remoyal to Wilson county, Kansas, in the year above 
stated, They have always known the farm and the fifty years which they 
have passed together in homie development in the new states of Towa and Kan- 
sas have beon years of industry and self-sacrifice and devotion to family. 
Their separation from their first love marks a new epoch in the evening of 
their lives and assures them of 4 rest earned @ generation ago, 

The children of Mr, and Mrs, Polson ure John Wesley, one of the prom- 
inent farmers of Prairie township: Charles C.. of Denver, Colorado; Marrictta 
and Millon. both deceased; Miss Laura; Demeis, of Washington; Annie, wife 
of Charles Kisenburg, of Newton, Kanens, and Harry, who married Nova 
Wilson and cultivates the old home, 


JOUN LEBPER—Among the first sevtlers of the prairies of Wilson 
county is the subject of this personal sketeh. He came to the county in the 
early epring of 1870 ond entered a quarter of land in section 11. township 24, 
range 153 which tract he deeded, improved and has made his home for more 
than thirty-twa years. The hardships endured hy the settlers along through 
the early seventies were more or Jess common to the household of our subject 
but they served as a stimulus to renewed and more serious effort rather than 
ag a disheartener and paralyzer of their energivs. 

John Leeper came to Kansas from Lawrence county, Pennsylvania. He 
left the stute in 1869 with limited moans and sought Kansas that he might 
build up a home tor his growing family among the freemen on the frontier. 
He was born in Mercer county, Pennsylvania, December 20, 1831, and was a 
eon of John Leeper whose birth ocurred in the same county somewhere near 
i795. The latter was a farmer, wos married to Harriet Wallace and died in 
1860. His wife’s father was Robert Wallace, o captain in the war of 1512 who 
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lived to the ripe old age, dying in 1846, Captain Wallace married Elizabeth 
Reeder, was born in Washington county, Pennsvivania, and reared a family 
of seven children, 1 

The founder of the Leeper tainily—this branch—in the United States was 
dolin Leeper who was born in County Downe, Ireland, learned the trade of 
weaver and was reared a Protestant. He was one of three sons, Joho, Andrew 
wl (Henry, the second of whom passed his life in his native land while 
Honry followed his brother John to the United States carly in the 18th cen- 
tory, John was born about 1777, was a spirited fellow with independent 
thought and action and when he came into contact with the violent Romanist 
opposition to his own rulivions beliefs something oceurred which made it 
necessary for him to lnave Treland and aeck a home in a new country, He 
cam to America aboot 1801 and took up his residence fora time in Virginia. 
He secured employment for a time with » corps of suryeyors and aided in doing 
much of the initial work of the jacob-staff over the Old Dominion State. 
While @m that stute he marrivd Mary Cracraft and soon afterward went up 
into the new country of Western Penneylvania and settled a large tract of wild 
laud upon terms provided by the state for the encouragement of frontier settle- 
ment. In his new home he carries on weaving while he was doing the firat 
work of improvement on his farm, Of his six ohildren four were danghters, 
one of whom—Mary—marned David Sankey and was the mother of the 
famous singer, Ira D. Sankry. Of his two sons, one was the Rev. William 
Leeper, a Methodist mmister and the other was John, father of our eubject. 
The last pamed was the father of five children, as follows. John, of this re- 
view; William, of Weet Virginia; Henry, on the old home in Pennsylvania; 
Bdwin, of New Castle, Penneylvania: Eliza J, wife of William Kerr, of 
Penneylvania, 

When the subject of this notice grew up the work of the farm claimed 
his wholo attention. The district schools provided the opportunity for his 
limited erlneation. September 8, 1859, he was married ta Mary I. Garvin, a 
daughter of Stewart Garvin and a grandaughter of Hugh Finley Garvin. The 
Garyins were of Insh stock and settled in Pennsylvania at an early day. 
Stewart Garvin belonged to Beaver county where he married Mary Ramey 
and the following children were born, viz., David R.; Hugh Finley; William 
W,: John; Mrs. Leeper, and Sarah A,, wife of Peter Shuey. Mr. and Mra. 
Leoper of this article are the parents of the following. Mary, wife of Charles 
Shafer; John S.: William H,; Annie E., who married Charles Coleman and 
Robert W., who married Gertie Spriggs. 

The Leepers are well known for their Republican leanings in Wilson 
county. Their forefathers were Whigs and acted with that patriotic party tll 
the formation of the Republican party when they followed and were glad to he 
numbered with the children of the party of liberty and freedom. 
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DR. GUSTAVUS MeFADDEN—Widely known and highly esteemed in 
Wilson county for his virtues as a citizen is Gustavus McFadden of this review. 
Coming to the country, us he did, in the varly days of the settle 
ment of its prairies he has iduntified Limself with every movement looking to 
its best development and with its public affairs nm the capacity of an efficient 
county official. 

Dr. MeFadden ia of Bastern origin. His remote ancestors on his paternal 
side were Irish and on his maternal side New England Yankees from Vermont, 
More than one hundred years ago the state of New York was honored with 
their presence as citizens for George McFadden, our subject’s grandfather, 
moved into the etate toward the close of th 18th century, He was a young 
man when le laft [reland and was married twice in the Empire state: having 
one child by the first and five by the second marriage. He passed his life as u 
furmer, reared his family honorably and died. His first child was Henry Me- 
Fadden, father of the snbjeet.of this sketch. Tho latter was born in Waeb- 
ington county, New York, in 1798 and in 1802 was taken by his parents into 
Clinton eounty where, near Platteburg, the ductor was born January 3, 1838, 

Henry McFadden engaged in the occupation of his father and was mar- 
ridd to Phohe Wood, a daughter of Simeon Wood, whose birth occurred in the 
state of Vermont. In 1874 Henry MeFadden died and four years later his 
wife followed him fo vest. Their children were Dayid. deceased, left a family 
of whom two reside in and are leachers in Montreal, Canada; Esther, who 
married John Kirby, of Plattsburg, New York; Doctor Gustavus, and Amelio 
wife of Henry Anderson, of Clinton county, New York. 

Dr. MeFadden’s surroundings were entirely rural in his youth and his 
education was obtained from the cominon schools. He chose medicine for 
his profession and for the initial preparation for the work he read in. the 
office of Dr, Armsby, of Albany, New York. When ready for college work he 
tools lectures in the Albany Medical collage and finished his professional course 
lo graduation in the fall of 1864. While in Albany he was, for ten months, 
aching assistant surgeon in » government hospital where he acquired an er 
perience which was of much valne to hin in later life. 

Having completed his preparation for what he believed was his life work 
the doctor selected Lancaster, Wisconsin, in which to open his office, He re- 
mained in that tate engaged in practice Lill his emigration to Kansas in 
1870, when he left Grant county and came direct to Wilson county, He 
entered an eighty acre tract in each of sections 26 and 27, township 27, range 
16, aud began its active improvement at onve. He discarded his professional 

rh and preferred to he known henceforth asa practical and every-day farmer. 

is homestead comprises two hundred and forty acres of fine fertile land 
neat Rest, and, sine: his retirement from the public service of his country, has 
furnished him with ample opportunity for the exercise of both his muscle and 
his brain to the promotion of a bale old age and a life of independence and 
contentment, 

Tn his moro active and vigerons life Doctor McFadden was ono of the 
men Who did things politically in Wilson county, He united his fortunes with 
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the Repablican purty—where he is still anchored—and was for many years one 
af its chief supporters and pillars of strength. He was county clerk of the 
county from 1878 to 1880; from 1880 to L882 he was depuly register of deeds 
anid the sueceeding two vears he was register of deeds, making » total of six 
years of seryiee as a public official of the county. Te has helped to make 
cololy ollieers, state officers and toembers of congress and when he had his 
land on the helm of Republican polities his influence was potent and telling. 

Derember 29, LSA, Dr, Meladden was married in Wisconsin to Julta 
M., a daughter of Franklin Hyde, of St, Albans, Vermont, where Mrs, Me- 
Fadden was born in June, 1849. The childven of this union are, George L., 
a teaehor and farmer of Wilson eounty who is married to Dora Rose; TMenry 
S., superintendent of the Fredonia eity schools; Minnie, and Laura, 

Honry 5. MePadden, or “Hal” as be is invariably ealled, is supermtend- 
ent of the Fredonia cily selwols. Ue is the second child of Dr. and Mrs. 
MeFadden and was born in Wilson county, Oetober 6, 1872. He grew up on 
the farm wad in Fredonia und allended, in his childhood, both the country and 
graded sihools, At twenty yours of age he began teaching in the country; 
his first school being the “Mound Springs” district school in Pleasant Valley. 
He taught and attended school by turns through the years from 1892 to 1598, 
graduating the latter year in the Academic course in the state normal school, 
Tie entered the l’redonia school as the eighth grade teacher, was promoted to 
high school principal and in 1901 was elected to take charge of the educational 
interests of the city. He was married December 24, 1901, to Miss Marie 
Anderson, a daughter of Gustavue Andereon, who brougat his family to the 
United States from near Gottenburg, Sweden. in 1884, and settled in Wilson 
county. Mrs. McFadden was born in Sweden in 1883. 

For two years Prof. McFadden has been associate examiner for Wilson 
county. His professional work has always been of a high qualitv and his char- 
acter asa citizen and asa man is blameless and without suspicion of reproach, 


OLIVER W. CHAMBERS—In this article is presented the brief record 
of on of the young and energetic farmers of Pleasant Valley township, Oliver 
W. Chambers. He was born in Wilson county (on the farm where he now 
lives) on the 3th of July, 1875, and is a son of Joel R. and Harriet C. (Row- 
lund) Chainbers, extended mention of whom is made in this volume. 

The subject of this notice waa liberally educated in the common schools 
and in Lane University, at Lecompton, Kansas. January 8, 1896, he married, 
in Douglas county, Kansas, Maggie Geelan, a daughter of Patrick Henry and 
Sarah S, (Custard) Geelan, and was born in Douglas county May 17, 1875, 
She is the fourth of five children in her father’s family, was educated in her 
native county and is a true companion and helpmate for her hushand. 
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Born near the western frontier of eastern parentage and with revolution- 
ary blood coursing through his veins he is demonstrating the steady and thrifty 
qualitice of his ancestors. His great-grandfather served in (he war for Amer- 
ican Independence and his father was a soldier in Company A, 89th volunteer 
infantry, war of the rebellion. Ow subject maintains himself in the von- 
fidence of his neighbors and is fayerally regarded wherever he is known. 


CLARENCK B, COOK—The subject of this brief review is one of the 
Well known and substantial farmers of Verdigris township, Wilson county, For 
tore than twenty-two years he bas resided within its confines and by experience 
he hus come tu know the “work and play” of a life ona Kansas /arm. His first 
locution in the slate was upon a claim in Elie county and his residence there 
opencd op to him the triale and privations to be eneounterid while establishing 
a home on the frontier. He eame to Kansas in 18%4 with his fathor, George 
W. Conk, who entered land, dewded it and afterward went to Ness county, this 
state, where he died in 1900 at the age of seventy-four years. The latter passe- 
wl aliiost his entire life ¢m or near the frontier. He was born in Fountain 
county, Indiana, at a time when settlers were scarce, grew up and married 
there, Catherine Clark, who died in Elie connty, Kansas, in 1894. Elk county 
was neat the border line of civilization when he came to Sansas. Hie children 
ure Albert, of Ness county, Kaneas; DBligabeth, wife of Wm. McGee. of Bll 
county, Kansas: Clarence B., our subject; Milton, of the state of Washington; 
Kimery, of Elk county, Kansas; Prank, of Lyou county, Kansas, and Henry, of 
Pitteburg, Kansas, 

Clarence B. Cook was born tn Indiana August 18, 1552, Tis opportu- 
nities along the line of education were nob the best and what there was he 
could not take adyantage of. [Le has, therefore, learned much by actual exper- 
ienee; mastering the problems of life us he encountered them. When most 
sons of farmers were mn the vonatry sehools of their day he was behind the 
plow and making a hand with the men. When the parents decided to come to 
Kansas he accompanied them aud the journey was made in the famed “prairie 
sthooner.” Before le left lis native state he had acquired some experience and 
varned & little money as 4 lahorer on the Danville and Covington railway, dur- 
ins its construction, and so when lie came to Kansas “working out” was about 
the first thing that offered itself to him ns a means of independent existence, 
He disposed of this furm in 1880 and purchased the “Brown” farm in Morgan 
Valley, Wilson county, and the same year oecupied it. The Peter Brown farm 
contained only eighty acres but ils area has been increased under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Qvok till two lundred and thirty acres are embraced in its bound- 
ar lee. 

February 24, 1876, Mr. Cook was married to Misa Belle Stallings whose 

andfather was the first register of deeds of Wilson county and a soldier uf 
fhe civil war. Tle was a “war Democrat’ and a conspicuous character around 
the old county seat of Coyville. His son James Stallings, was the father of 
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Mre. Cook. The children born to Mr, and Mrs. Cook are Carl M., born July 
21, 1879, a young mun of promise who finished his education in Grand Island, 
Nebraska. Georgie V., born June 26, 1895; Nevada M., born April 15, 1877, 
ae August 4, 1878, and Joseph W., born Suptember 1, 1884, died July 13, 
91. 
The Qooks of this review have a record for severe Republicanism. Our 
subject “goes ‘er straight” and is one of the reliable party man of his township. 


JOHN M, HATTAN—The subject of this brief review was born in 
Rockbridge county, Virginia, in 1835 und ut thirty-six years of age came to 
Wilson county, Kansas, and entered ou tract of land in Duck Creek township, 
which he deeded, improved and still owns. He is a son of Mark and Martha 
Hattan who, when our subject was three months old, emigrated to Brown 
county, Ohio, und in 1845 came on west and settled in Marshall county, Illi- 
nois. In the latter state they purchased Innd and engaged in farming and 
mude them a permanent home, 

John M. Hattan wae one of a family of seven children. He secured a good 
education in the schools common to hie day and on the Sth of February, 1847, 
married Delilah Monlton whe has borne him the following children, namely, 
Robert, who is sheriff of Columba county, Oregon; Lizae, wife of J. W. Miller, 
of Wilson county, and Mary, wife of John Koger, of the same county. Mr. 
Hattan was a tiller of the eoil in Illinois till his departure for Kansas. His 
home in this state is the product of his and his wife’s own carving and inidli- 
cates to the pesser-by that the thirty-one years they have passed in Kansas have 
been vears of industry and pereeverance and, at last, success. 

Mr, Hattan has identified himself with the politics of his township and 
county, He hat been elected trustee of the township several times and has 
seryed twenty-one years as justice of the peace; and as justices has united 
many couples in the*bonds of matrimony. He takes a lively interest im tho 
education of the youth and in the intellectual development and culture of the 
adult, He encourages literary societies and especially dehate, which latter 
teaches one to think while talking and to express one’s self, without embar- 
rassment, in a mixed company. Mr. Hattan is himself known throughout his 
locality as a shrewd and able debater and as a conversationalist he is most 
pleasing and interesting, 


ANDREAS J, BLUME—Thé subject of this notice is one of the young 
and successful farmers of Clifton township, Wilson county, and has passe 
his boyhood, youth and manhood within the limits of the Sunflower state. He 
was born in Jefferson county, Indiana, May 7, 1866, and is a son of Protas and 
Christiana (MeKinsie) Blume, retired residents of Yates Center, Kansas. The 
father was born in Strasburg, Germany, May 6, 1842, and is a son of Joseph 
Blume who brought his family to the United States in 1852 and settled in 
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Cincinnati, Ohio, where he died. The mother was, as the name McKinzie 
indicates, of Scotch parentage and was born im Switzerland county, Indiana, 
in 1828, Drotas Blume learned the failor’s (rade in Cincinatti, which place he 
left after five years, and went te Moorfield, Indiana, where he hired as a farm 
hand. Ile married hie wife Junoary 1%. 1808, and they were engaged in 
farming till the husband's enlistment iv 1862 in Company B, 40th Tnriana 
infantry far service in the civil war. He participated in the battles of Nash- 
Ville and Franklin and was dischargud beewuse of wountls after nineteen 
months of service. He remaimed in Indiana till the spring of 1868 when he 
came to Kansas with seant mesos (31.65 in cosh) and sopn filed on a quarter 
section of lard tn Woodson county. Thie he deeded, improved, increased in 
urea aad resided upon till he reached a position of financial independence when 
he placed a son in ¢harge und himself went into retirement in Yates Center, 
the county seat, 

Andreas J, Bhone is the fourth of live vhildren of lus parents (the other 
hwo survivers bemg Joseph D., a farmer, and Jarvis A., a lawyer) and came 
to manhoodl’s estete in Woodson vounty, Kansas. Ife attended the country 
schools in winter and aided in the werk of the farm in summer and became 
both mentally and physically well developed. In 1891 he took charge of one 
af the splendid farms of Cliften township, Wilson county, belonging to an 
uncle, which he has made highly productive and one of the attractive spots 
within the confines of his township. He is thriving in the growing of grain and 
the raising of cattle and is himself nearing a position of independence among 
the intelligent formers of the county. 

In the month of December 12, 1888, Mr. Blome married Lucinda, a 
daughter of Joseph Meroeer, a merchant of Buffalo, Kansas. he issue of this 
marriage is Hdna R., Clara Moy. Jay A., Borris A., and Hillerd M, 

Mr. Blume is an Odd Fellow and a Woodman; is interested in education, 
* in his neighbors and in his family and occupies an enviable place in the regard 
and esteem of all. 


JOHN A. KEPLER—One of the corps of efficient and successful educa- 
tors in Wilson county is he whose name introduces this brief sketch. He ts 
truly 4 Kansan by association and training but he was born in Summit county, 
Ohie, his natal day being September 28, 1878. The following year his parents, 
Urish A., and Mary (Lamb) Kepler, an account of whom is found herein, came 
to Kansas and settled first in Trego county but im 1880 came to Wilson county 
and located on a farm in Pleasant Valley township. Here our subject passed 
the years of his minority and obtained the rudiments of his education, He 
equipped himself liberally in school, and by self-help, and began his career as x 
teacher at the young age of eighteen years. Following his firet term of school 
ho took a term’s work in the state normal school of Kansas and has continued 
so to do, sneceeding each winter’s work in the school room. The summer 
vacation time he devotes to the work of his farm, earnings of which his wages 
us a teacher liberally eupplement. 
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March 5, 1902, Me. Nepler married Miss Inez Wiltae, the accomplished 
daughter of Solomon Willse—tuentioned in this volume. Mrs, Kepler was born 
i Wilson county on the I4th of Jane, 1881, and is a cheerful contributor xo 
her hnshand’s contentment and sucdess upon the farm. 


WARREN FL. MAT'THEWS—Tho euhject of this article is a son of the 
late well known ond honored citigen of Buffalo, Kansas, Dr. Presley T, 
Matthews, who practiced modicine there fyom 1880 to 1886 and established 
himself in the contidence and good-will of the people, Dr. Matthews was a 
native of the state of Virginia, horn in L817, Le was a self-made man and 
prepared bimeself for the practice of medicine by graduation in a Missouri Med- 
ileal college, He received his diploma about 1548 and in 1860 came to the ter- 
ritory of Kansas and located in Colony, a which point and at Greeley, in the 
sainie county, he pracheed for a number of years. He entered o claim in the 
vielnity of Colony, improved it ns time went by and made it his home till his 
removal to Wilson county and residence in Butfalo, In the late eighties his 
health began te fail and he retarned to his Anderson county farm where he 
remained till his ailment foreed him to sevk a dilferent clinate when he went 
to Los Angeles, California, where he died in 1888 His wife. who was before 
marriage Lettice Hickman, and whom he married in the state of Missouri died 
at Colony, Kansas, in 1888, being the mother of twelve children, 

Warren EL, Matthews was horn in Macon eounty, Missouri, April 5, 1846, 
and is the eleventh ehild of lie parents. He passed his childhood and early 
manhood in Anderson county, Narsus, acquired a fair edueation, and learned 
the trade of a carpenter. Tle followed his trade in Southwest Missouri at Rich 
Mill, Butler, Hume, and other points and thon returned to Kansas and, in 1901 
purchased a farm near Buffalo which he now eonduets. , 

Mareh 31, 1880, lhe married Doflie White, born April 17, 1858, and a 
daughter of George L. and Rebecca (Ellis) White, who came to Wilsen county, 
Kanaas, from Coles county, Minois, about 186%. There were nine of the White 
children of whom Mrz, Matthews is the fourth. 

Mr. and Mrs, Matthews’ children are Edith F., Earl H., Elsie, who died 
in Rieh Hill, Missowri, in Mareh, 1894, and Wannita. 


GHORGE A. PARSONS—IJnu introducing the sulgect of this sketch we do 
reverent obedience to a Kunsas pioneer and to one who served his state as a 
soldier through all the dark hours of her early life. His history is that of one 
who forsook the pleasant memories of his boyhood home and abandoned the 
chivalrous Southland to aid in the defense of a nation and a flag that he 
loved more than he did his own life, 

George A. Parsons came out of the Sonth. He was born in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, April 19, 1858, and was a son of parents of southern origin and 
sentiments, G. M. and Martha Paraons, the former of North Carolina and the 
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latter of Virginia, and a dousin of General Banks, Six children composed the 
family of G. M. and Martha Parsons of whom our subject was the third. The 
latter left his native etute in 1867 and went into the state of Texas where he 
Was cmployed on a farm. Entertaining sentiments in opposition to the exten- 
sion of slavery, the heat of blood and passion of the south, wrought up by the 
events praceding the civil war, made it necessary, for his personal safety, for 
him to flaw to the North, and he eame to Kansas in September, 1860, stopping 
in Bourbon county. April 15, 1861, he entered the militia of the state and 
was ready for duty on call till some time in 1863 he enlisted in Company A, 
14th Kansas cavalry. He served eight months with this conmunand and then 
changed cainpanies going into Company L of the same regiment where he 
remained till the close of hostilities, and was discharged from the service ot 
Pine Bluff, Avkansas, June 25, 1865. We was in all the engayements, both 
large and small, in which his regiment pirticipated on the frontier of Missouri 
and Kansas, and served in all more than four years and two months. 

In 1867 Mr. Parsons was married to Miss Minerva M. Willey, of Allen- 
county. Nansas, but bern in the state of Indiana, With lis young wife he 
settled on a farm in Bourbon county, Kansas, where he continued to reside till 
his advent to Wilson county in 187%. For ineny years he has been a resident of 
anid prominent figure in the aflaire of Duek Creek township, 

A son, Jolin W. Parsons, of Fall River township, is the only child of Mr, 
and Mrs, Parsons. ‘lhe latter was born in Bourbon county, Kansas, April 15, 
1868, andl was vleyven years old when he came to Wilson county. He hs the 
voted himeel! to farming all his life and is one of the successful young men 
of his county, He was inarrivd January 6, 1589, to Elizabeth Price, an Illinois 
lady who came to Kansas with hor parents at one year of age. Anrora and 
Lane are the two children resulting from this union. 

George A. Parsons, 95 previously suggested, holds an enviable place as a 
citizen of Duck Creek township. Te has mingled with his neighbors und 
friends and counseled with them on matters of public moment and concern. In 
his political beliefs he is a Republican of the staonch variety, having cast his 
first presidential vole for Abraham Lincoln while in eamp at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. THe has been in good standing in the Masonic fraternity sinee 1865. 


THOMAS N. MILNE R—The subject of this notice is hetter known 
throughout his locality as a progressive, industrious and thrifty farmer than 
for his seniority as a settler for it is less than a decade that he brought his 
family into Wilson county and purchased a farm in Pleasant Valley town- 
ship where he yet resides, His residence in Kansas extends over a period of 
twenty-three years for it was in 1879 that he settled in Perry township, Wood- 
son county, and became a farmer of the Sunflower state. He has participated 
in all the varied fortunes of Kansas—as well as its misfortunes—physical, 
postilential and political, and is found today among the successful and snb- 
stantial yaung men of his township. 


L 
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Thomas N. Milner is a natiye of Morgan county, Ohio, He was born 
February 5, 1854, and is the third of four children of Samuel and Elizabeth 
(Nickels) Milner, the father n native of Ohio and the mother of Loudon 
county, Virginia. ‘lhe mother passed »way in Morgan county, Ohio, in 1851. 
and the father came to Kansas and died in Allen county April 23, 1901, at the 
ago of seventy-six years, 

The eouumon schools of his native state gave our subject a liberal ednea- 
tion and, as a beginning, he engaged in the profession of teaching in the 
country schools, This remained lis ovcupation, in the main, until some time 
after his settlement in Woodsen county, Kansas, which occurred in 1874, 
He finally abandoned the work wid gave more serious attention to the work of 
the farm. In 1894 he changed his location to Wilson county where he owns 4 
valuable and desirable quarter of land and is admirably situated for a suc 
cessful career in agricultural and pastoral pursuits. 

On Christnas day, 1880, Mr. Milner married Emma Qook, a daughter of 
J, Wo and June (Ritchie) Cook and born December 13, 1860, in Ogle county, 
Illinois. She came to Kansas with her parents in 1879 and settled in Woodson 
eounty. She is one of seven children and her parents are devensed. Mr. and 
Mrs, Milner’s only child is Mabel, born March 13, 1894. Mr, Milner 1 u 
Republican and was once a trustee in Woodeon county. 


FRANK R. COLAW—In this notice we present a worthy representative 
of that numerous family of pioneers who settled in Wilson county in the early 
seventies ind of which Benjamin Coluw, our subject's father, was a distinguishi- 
ed representative, The history of the latter appears quite extendedly in other 
places mm this yolume, and in the sketch of Amos K. Colaw is the family 
gencologv especially set Torth, 

Krank R. Colaw was born in Wilson county, Kansas, May 50, 1873, and 
has paseed his life within a few miles of where he was born, The common 
schools of the country gave him his education and the exervise of the farm 
gave him his physical development. He remained a farmer on beginning life 
for himsel! und his industry and perseverance have marked him as one of the 
suecesstul and thrifty young men of his community, THe was married Mebruary 
12, 1896, his wife being Lillie Kirk, a daughter of Robert T. and Roxie 
(Adams) Kirk. Mrs. Colaw was born in Miami county, Kansas, July 28, 1876, 
and cam with her parents to Wilson county in 1880. One child, Robert R., is 
the issue of her marriage with Mr. Colaw. 

Although young in experience Democratic politics in his township has 
known the subject of this sketch. De comes from a family of patriotic demo- 
crates who helped preserve the woion in the civil war and is, himself, an 
Ameriean first and a Democrat afterward. He has filled the oftice of constable 
of Colfax township, qualifying after an unsought election. 
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WILLIAM A, BUTCITER—One of the well known settlers of Duck 
Creek township, Wilson county, is William A, Butehor, Te has resided in 
Kansus thirty-three years and in Wilson county thirty-one years, coming here, 
as he did, in 1871. He was born in Monroe county, Indiana, May 10, 1859, 
and his father was William T. Butcher, known in Duck Creek township, and 
born August 15,1887. Amanda Brazelton wis the mother of our subject. She 
wae horn November 27, 1837. 

In 1869 the Butchers settled in Linn county, Kansas, and there and ia 
Wilson county, our subject acquired his conumon school edueation, At the 
age of twenty Williain began tenching country school and for five years lie 
maintained himself a success!) and efficient worker in the eause of education. 
In 188+ he engaged i merchandising in Fredonia and two years later he 
vhanged his location to Lafontaine where he has been & general merchant and, 
ut tines postmaster. 

August 2, 1886, Mr. Butcher married Mary B. Catield at Webb City. 
Missouri, She was a danghtur of a Seotchman and a painter, and the son of the 
one to introduce slate as a roofing waterial inte the United States. The 
elildren of Me and Mrs. Butcher are Willian G., born Ferbuary 4, 1888; Lena 
J., born Jame 2, 18913 Ward, born May 25, 1895; Merle, born April 2, 1898, 
ane Vietor A., born Jame 1. 1901. 

April 12, 1889, Mr, Buteher was appointul postmaster of Lafontaine and 
filled the ottice til soine time in 1894 when a change in the national adminis- 
‘tration took the offiee away from his political party and himself, He was 
again appointed January 10, 108. He is mterested in the progress of his 
town, owns his business house and residence and is one of the active Repnbli- 
cans vE 'Palleyrand township. 


CHARLES EF, DODD—The well known merehant and business man, 
Charles BE. Dodd. of Lafontaine, Wilson county, was born in Indiana, July 7, 
1871. His parents were Jesse R. and Emeline (Manwarraing) Dodd who sot- 
tlel woon a farm in Wilson county in 1873, the year they came to Kansas. 
The father dil service in Company F, 31st Indiana yolunteer infantry, in the 
civil war and sought the Sunflower state as an appropriate place for home- 
aevkers and home-luilders to work out, more advantageously, their own an¢l 
their children’s destiny, 

Charlee E. Dold came to man’s estate on the farm of his father and 
acyuired a liheral education in the common schools, He taught his first school 
in 1894 and was u teacher or a pupil lnimeself Ui 1901 when he purchased the 
husiness house in whieh Hubbel’s general store in Lafontaine was housed antl 
heoame the manager of that firm’s affairs thete, which position he now holds. 

May 1, 1898, Mr. Dodd was married to Miss Mattie Barron, a daughtur 
of the late Squire C. Barron and one of the efficient and popular teachers of 
Wilson county. Mrs. Dodd was born October 25, 1874. Two Children are the 
fruits of this marriage, namely, Inez, born March 3, 1899, and Carl E. born 
June 21, 101, 
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_ Mr. Dodd belongs to the Lafontaine lodge of Odd Fellows and he and 
wife are members of Rebekah lodge 332, Lafontaine. Mr. Dodd is a member 
of the well known and popular degree team of Odd Fellows and accompanied 
them to Neodesha and Wintield in 1899 and 1900, respectively, to an on the 


work. Onr subject and wile are also inflnential and consistent members of the 
Lafontaine M. B, ehureh, 


WILLIAM A. WILMOTEH—One of the well known farmers of Wilson 
colnty and a grainand stoek buyer at Altoona is William A. Wilmoth, He has 
paseed his rather brief lito in Kansas, for he was born in Anderson county, 
September 5, 1874, and whatever he is Kansas and her opportunities haye made 
him. Mis parents wore William PL and Bliza (Wilson) Wilmoth, the former 
horn rm West Virginia and the latter in Missouri, Te emigrated from West 
Virginia in 1870 ond settled tn Allen county, Kansas. He eame on to Wilson 
county and established himself upon a new farm and began a most useful 
and honorable life, Tle resides in Pleasunt Valley township where as a stock 
and grain raiser and dealer, for some sixteen years, he has been widely and 
most favorably known. A seetion of land comprises his farm, well improved, 
well stocked and well tilled, Ue has little interest in matters other than his 
immediate affairs. Tis family of three ehildren are William A., our subject: 
John, a darmer of Wilson county. und Anna R., wife of R. L. Whitson, also 
a tnrmer of the county. 

("pon the completion of his eechoul work in the county, as a student, W. A. 
Wilmoth engaged m the handling of grain and stock, dealing and shipping. 
He ie well known on the market at Kansas City and some $50,000 worth 
of stock have left Wilson county with his ill of lading attached, He is a large 
feeder and his demand for grain creates a market for the surplus corn of his 
county that is of mueh importance and consequence to lis community. Having 
grown wp in the business, as he has. under the guidance of an efficient instructor 
like his father, his Judgment on steck is unerring and his aequaintanee with 
conditions are such that embarrassing features are seldom permitted to creep 
inf his deals. What he has arcomplished is only an item in comparison with 
the achievements of coming years. He is a young man in whom the pnblie 
hus unbounded confidence, in his business ability as well as his integrity. He 
is progressive in all wmtters and bas a tendeney to set the pace rather than 
follow un example, and his encouragement and support of any enterprise gives 
it standing and character im his commmnity. 


ALBERT TRICHLER—The German-Ainerican settlements of Wilson 
county are worthily represented in the person of him whose name heads this 
personal sketch.. He wag one of the first settlers of the upland in Pleasant 
Valley township and came to the stute and county in 1870. He was born in 
Weis Baden, Germany, July 3, 1839. His parents were Joseph and Barbara 


HISTORY OF WILSOX COUNTY, KANSAS, ' 629 


(Petry) Trichler who came to the United States in 1841 and settled in Frank- 
lin county, Indiana. Joseph Triehler and «# sister were left orphans in ehild- 
hood and the former was a hound hey till reaching his majority when, by 
driving stage, he carned a sum of money wilh which he established a smal! 
notion etore and was its proprictor till his depurtare for the United States, 
He died in Franklin eounty, Indiana, in 1852 and his wife followed in 187s. 

Albert 'Trichler was one of six children in the family and reeeived a liberal 
education in the common sehools of Franklin county. He murried there, in 
Lat, Miss Rebecca Debolt. who was born in VanBuren conoty, Towa, Marelj 
18, 184+. She was a daughter of Michael and Naney Debolt, who, by their 
inarnage, were the parents of eleven ehildren. 

Mr. Trichler caine to Kansas with 8300 in eush and with this he erected 
a smiall shanty and other most necessary improvements on his claim, and after 
the first work on it was done he sustained himself by lreaking prairie for hig 
neighbors until his farm and stock would support hin. He is sow regarded 
as ohe of the sound and able farmers of his comninunity. 

Mr. and Mrs, 'Trichler are the parents of threw children, munely, Herman, 
ag county former; Ktta, and Louis .)., a miner in White Pine eounty, 
Nevada. 

Thus is presented in brief the record of onw who cante early, remained with 
Kansas and has participated in her substantial honefits. He coneedes to his 
wife a hberal shure of the eredit of their sneeess and recalls the days of pionver- 
ing. as gloomy as they often were, us possessing a streak of brightness, the 
encouraging and sustaining element of that rare time, 


RUFUS BLESSING—The well known farmer whose name heads this 
article has buen identified with Wilson county for a quarter of a century, having 
purchased a tract of Jand in Ploasmut Valley township in 1877 and soon there- 
after mgaged in its dnprovement and cattivation. His career here has been one 
of gradual rise in the seale of popularity and finunce, and instead of the 
eighty acres with which he originally started his farm embraces two hundred 
an forty seres. ' 

Rufus Blessing is a product of the state of Hhnois. He was born in 
Bureau county, Mareh 2, 1859, his father and mother bemg Michael and Mary 
(lmbarger) Blessing. Tho parents were native Pennsylvania people who set- 
tled in linais soon after their marriage. Of their five children Rufous was the 
third in order of birth, two of whom are yet living, Michael Blessing wae 9 
blacksmith and was a resident of the town of Tiskalwn, [hingis, when he died, 
his death oceurring when our subject wos a small boy. His wife still eurvives 
and maintains her home in the lewlity where her children were brought ap, 
The father was a soldior in Company KH, 48rd Ilinois infantry during the war 
of the rebellion and he died in Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri. 

The subject of this sketeh inheriterl habite of industry and practiced them 
in his youth rather to the disparagement of hie mental development, When he 
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might have heen in sehool he was at work on the farm, finding yreater satis- 
faction and pleasure in achieving physical than mental resnits, With a limit- 
ed knowledge of books le began life as a wage-earner by the month. In Ls?7 
he came west to Clinton vounty, Missouri, where he was employed as a farn 
hand for sone mouths, or until he had saved up the money with which ta buy 
his first cighty of wild land in Wilson county. Having come here, made the 
selection and the purchase, he returned to his temporary home in Missouri 
Where he remained till 1880 when he went to Colorado and was there engaged 
for about one year in hauling ore and in driving stage. That was then 4 
country of hivh wages and on that short time Mr. Blessing felt able to return 
lo Kansas and begin the work of improving his farm. The twenty-one years 
which have elapsed since he took possession of his farm have been years of toil 
and close application, both for himself and Mrs. Blessing, which fact *s 
vouched for in the aubstantial, permanent and artistic improvements on the 
premises, Uther lands than the original farm have been purchased, as above 
indicated, and other gond and Hattering results of a general nature have been 
attained. 

Nebruary 5, 1882, Mr. Blessing married Anna, a daughter of John and 
Amanda Clemens. Mrs. Blessing’s parents came to Illinois from Lebanon 
county, Pennsylvania. ‘Their danghter Anna was born on the 27th of January, 
1865. The Clemens * came to Nansas in 1877 and settled in Neosho county. 
They were from Putnam county, Illinois, where Mrs. Blessing was born. She 
wos one of six children, two of whom were daughters. She is, herself, the 
mother of three children, viz., Clarenee R., Florence N., and Donald C. 

Mr. and Mrs, Bleseing’s chief interest is in the education of their children, 
Whatever educational advantages seem possille they are placing in their way, 
80 that if they should be deprived of all else their education will guarantee 
their support. In politics Mr. Blessing is a Republican. 


DAVID D, FEAGLES—The subject of this personal notice is one of the 
sucessful and well koown farmers and stock men of Clifton township, Wilson 
county. In point of settlement he is one of the moré recent of the county yet 
his interest iu it is as potent ae though his advent dated with the earliest of 
its pioneers. By nativity he is a New York man, bemg born in Stuben county 
in 1846. His father was Levi Feagles and his mother Rachel Dennis and he is 
the third ehild of «a family of eight, He eame to manhood in his native eounty 
and adopted as his calling, the vooation of his fathur—farming. In 1876 ho 
came west and took up his location in Elk county, Kansas, where he resided 
and was engaged in successful ranching and farming till the year 1900 when he 
disposed of his interests there and came over into Wilson eounty, settling in 
Clifton township as above stated. His ranch comprises five hundred and fifty 
acres two miles west of Roper und is well adapted to the business In which 
its owner is engaged. 
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In February, 1871, Mr, Peagles married, in New York, Jennie Enamerson, 
o daughter of Charles and Hannah Enunerson, who were the parents of six 
chiliren of whom Mrs. Feaglea ie the first born. In March, 1878. Ralph 
Veagles, the only child of our subject, was born. His birth occurred in Elk 
gounty, Kansas, and he was liberally clnented and is one of the successful 
foachers of Wilson county. In politics Mr. Feagles adheres to the Democratic 
faith, Wherever be has resided in Kaneas he has wielded # local influence in 
party inatters, and while a resident of Oak Valley township, Elk county, he 
served, by election, as trustee in 1896 and again in 1808. His experience as a 
stock grower and dealer has been extensive in Kansas and his acewnniation of 
years hae come largely through this channel. 


(HORGKH J. FORD—Substantially situated on the north line of Cliften 
township, Wilson county. is George J. Ford, one of the new and worthy citizens 
of the county. Like inany ef our recent settlers he came from the rich and 
prosparcus state of Lowa where he resided for a period of eighteen years. His 
native state is Llinois and in Jo Daviess county he was born August 9, 1855, 
His parents, Richard and Eliza (Riehards) Tord, were native of Cornwall, 
Dorsetshire, England, and about 1840 came to the United States and settled in 
Jo Daviess wounty, [lbmois, where they veared their family of fourteen child- 
ren, and where they yet resine. 

(reorge J. Ford grew te maturity on the larm and was given a fair educa- 
tion in the ommmon sehools At twenty-three years of age he left Mlinois 
and tok nop his residence in Sheffield, Lowa, where he secured a clerkship in 
a general store. He remained in this position several years and then engage! 
m the livery business i the same city, following this up with a season in the 
restaurant business and when he retired from this last he settled on a farm im 
Plymouth county, He wae an Lowa farmer from 1889 till 1897 when he tool 
Up dis residence in Akron, Plymouth county, lowa, and engaged in the hard- 
ware business. In LS) he lrought lis reswarees to Kansas and passed the first 
year in Coffey county on a farin. This farm he exchanged in 1900 for a tract 
of two hundred and forty acres in Wilson county, came to the latter that year 
and resides on it today, Jt is situated one and one-half miles north and one 
mile cast of Buffalo and is que of the desirable and fertile tracts of the locality. 
His improvements are substantial and permanent and his future gives evidence 
of a bright and prosperous one. 

June 9, 1881, Mr. Ford married Kliza VY. Gear, whose father, W. T. Gear, 
married Rlixa Day and renred a family of nine children, Mrs. Ford is her 
parents’ youngest child and was born September 14, 1859. She is the mother 
of nine children herself, eight duughters and a son, as follows. Millie P, 
Doxie D., Lettie M., Ethel L., Wazel G., Virgie L., Blanche L., Mona E., and 
William R. Mr. Ford served as a justice of the peace in Franklin county, Lowa, 
and on the city council in Sheffield. 
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THOMAS D, HAMPSON—Esx-County Clerk T. D. Hampson, now 4 
fartner and business man well known and highly esteemed in Clifton township, 
is one of the honorwl young men of Wilson county. He was born and reared 
ta the pursuits of industry and whether on the farm, in the school room or at 
common labor the same sincere oarnestness has accompanied him and his desire 
to do well whatever he had te do heeane the coutrolling and diminant chat 
arteriatic of his natuns Mr. Hatopsen was bern in Morgan county, Missowrl, 
in T8697 and isa son of a farmer aml a soldior of the 12th Missouri volunteer 
cavalry, serving three and anchalf vears in the Union army. In 1885 our sub- 
ject came to Wilson county, Mansas, dnc tool up his location in Clifton town- 
ship. He was inured tu hard work and that of the faru: satistied lis early am- 
hitions in his new home, Lfle farmed a rented place for three years when he 
Hesorted the plow for the pick and shovel and becaine a seelion hand on the 
Missouri M'seific railvoad., Waving ambitions above and beyond the common 
lahor of life be brightened up lis store of technical learning, obtained a leaeli- 
ers veriificate and engaged in leaching eonntry school. ‘To the more efficiently 
prepare himeell! for the profession he attended the state normal selwol at bn 
porta where teachers ure systematically made and endowed with the power ta co 
som work. In whatever avenue his lot was cash he heeame popular with his 
nssociites wind when he beewme a candidate for office it is net surprising that 
he should command a strong and loyal support. In T8405 he heeame a eandidate 
for county clerk ayminet bwe competitors and won the nomination, carryriy 
twelve of the sixteen precinele of Wileon county, and reeeiving ninety per 
cent of the vote east in his own precinct at the primary. He wae duly elected in 
Novwenher following, served one term lat wae defeated for re-election. 

In 1870 Mr. Hampson wae married te Dora Keck, a danghter of ex-Probate 
Judge Jamee M. Reek, one of the pioneers of Wilson eoonty who settled m 
Neodesha townslap and whose life wae a prominent one m the affairs of the 
county for many years, THis lot has recently heen cast with the town of Lawton, 
Oklahoma. 

On retiring from office Mr. Hampson returned to his home township and 
dngaged in his favorite pursuit—farming. He is aleo identified with the busi- 
neas of Roper as a merehont, interested in the firm of Hampson Brothers, do- 
ing the business in general merchandising at this point. Coming to the county 
without friends, acquaintances or capital, Mr, Hampson has hewed his own 
path to the measure of success he has enjoved; a path filled with inpediments 
tn rapid progress and in which he has faced discouragements with a steady head 
and a firm band. 


JAMES L. RILEY—The subject of thie sketch is one of the old citizens 
of Colfax township, Wilson county, and hae been oa resident of it since the fall 
of 1869 when he entered a quarter of section 28, township 27, range 16, which 
he deeded and partially improved, In 1877 he aold this tract und purchaged 
the northwest quarter of section 35, same township and range, and for twonty- 
five years has made thie his home. 
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Mr. iiiley came to Kansas from Buone county, Indiana, where he wae 4 
resicent from Mareh, 1402, to the date of his advem: to Kansas. He was born 
in Harrison county, West Virginia. Angnsat 3, 1842, and is a son of u farmer, 
Lawson Riley, who died about 1852 at the age of about forty years. The latter 
Was united in Wwarriage with Klivtheth Lindsey whose parents were of Trish 
dud Seoteh bload, Klizabeth Riley's mother was a Stoele who is believed to 
have boon of Lrish stock. "The Rileys of this branch emanate from Jesse Riley 
our subject's grandfather, who was of Trish parents and who married a Golden, 
hey were of the Protestant velizious belief and were foreed to emigrate trem 
theiy native land by the intolerance of (he Romish churete 

Lawson Tiley, our salject’s futher, died before reaching middiw life and 
little is obtainable concerning him. His wife hed at the age of GO yours leaving 
vhildren as followa, George T. of Tulare evonty, California; dames L.; Wil- 
liam JL. who is mentioned in this valume: Elisabeth ., deooneed wife ef 
Granville Riley. 

Jumes 1. Riley came to maturity upon the farm where he aided in suppurt- 
ing the widowed mother sad and orphan children. His educational facilities 
were nok good und he was forced to go through life with a very common country 
echooling, One of the first things he did upon reaching the state of Tudiana 
Wak tO unlist in the military servies af the United States. He joined Company 
D, 72th mfantry under Col, ALO, Miller, of Lebanon, and the regiment woe 
with Buel in Kenturley till that officer was succeeded by General Rosecrans. 
Thi first tngagement Me. Riley participated in was Hoovers Gap, Tenneson 
Then catoe Tullahoma, Chattanooga, Chickamauga, Farmington and the bat- 
thes of the Atlanta campaign. After the fall of Atlanta the regiment returned 
te the nerth and helped tight the battle of Rome, Georgia. Although the 72nd 
was an infantry regiment if was mounted at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and 
afterward remmounted at Louisville, having turned their first mounts over to 
Kilpatrick’s cavalry to fit him out to go with Sherman to the sea. After being 
mounted the second lime the regiment went inte winter quarters at Waterloo. 
Mahan. On the 22nd of Mareh, 1464, the regiment started on a campaign 
to Selina, Alabuma, Montgomery and Macon, and tallowing clase on the heels 
of this figured somewhat in the caplure of the Confederate president by heing 
(livisioned with the 4th Michigan revinwot which did capture him, Our sub- 
joct’e captain offered his men permission Lo go to a certain point and see 
Davis pass by but on being denial the privilege of shooting the distinguished 
eaptive if he went to see him, Mr. Riley declined te go, The 72nd Indigna. 
was Tiusternd ont at Nashville. Tennessee, and wae discharged at Indianapolis, 
Indiona, July 6, 1865, and Mr. Riley wenl back to the farni. His savings from 
this source wp tothe Lome he came to Kansas amounted to abont $245 and with 
this he came to Kansas in company with his brother, Geexge F, Riley. 

July 4, i878, Mr. Riley married Abbie HN. Dodge, a daughter of Crios 
Dodge who, with his vife, died when Mrs, Riley was a child. The other Dodge 
children are James H. and Vanamburg, of Wilson county; Gardner, Allen and 
Eli, of Towa; and Blizabeth, wife of John Williams, of Wilson eonnty, Nausne- 
Mr. ond Mrs. Rilev’s children are Elza D.. Leonard R- and Charles C. 


> 
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Mr, Riley takee an active interest in the public affairs of his township and 
vounty—politien! and othurwise—and has served the former as trustee four 
lermis. He isa Republican of the deepest blue, and is valued as a citizen and a 
neighbor for his sterling and manly qualities, 


EMERY W. SMITH—(me of the oldest settlers of Pleasant Valley town- 
ship is the person whose name introduces this brief article. He has resided in 
Kunsas for more than thirty-six years, having settled, with his parents, in 
Bourbon ounty in 1866 and resided there Ul his removal to Wilson eounty 
three years later, He pre-empted a tract of land iear where Ward postoffice 
wis afterward ¢stablishod and proved up on dnd deeded the sane, In 1888 
he came over inte Guilford township and purchased a farm on the head of 
Penny Creel, one of the tribateries of Uhe Verdigris river, where he owns one 
hinidred actrees, one ef the best watered little stock farms in the county. 

Kinery W. Smith was born in Warren county, Ulinois, Pebroary 15, 1847. 
His father, Seth Smith, went to that county very early from Boston, Massa- 
chuisetts, but was a native of the state of Connecticut. His birth occurred in 
1412 and twelve years later lie left his father’s farm and went down to Boston 
and took a position with a dairyinan near “The Hub” and with whom he 
remnined (i) he was grown up. Ho then engaged in the grocery business in 
Boston and renmnined with that ealling till he int for the west some sixty years 
ago, He settled near Monmouth, Illinois, on a farm and was engaged im the 
pursuit of agrieultare till his advent to Bourbon counly, Kansas, during the 
winter of 1865 and 1866. He was married in Boston to Catherine P, Tuttle, 
The lutter was born in 1816 and died in Crawford county, Kansas, in the 
spring of 1/01 within a few days of the death of her husband. Their child- 
ren were, Charles H., who died im Bourban county, Kansas, in 1872; James 
A., of Girard, Kansas: Geo. O. Gillman D., and Emery W., of Wilson county; 
Hiram T. and J. C. Fremont, of Crawford county, Kansas. Seven sone and, 
contrary to the old adage, the seventh is not a doctor. 

Emery W. Sinith learned the work of the furm as he grew up and came to 
know the radimeunts of English [rom the country schools of his native county. 
At eighteen years of aye he enlisted in Company H, 47th Itinois yolunteer in- 
fantry, Col. MeGee, His regiment formed a part of the 16th corps, Tis 
r’giment was one taken down the Mississippi river to Fort Spanish in the 
harhor of Mobile and helped reduce thal fortification and the one at Fort 
Blakely withont drilling or training of any sort, After the fall of these 
sirongholds of the south the 47th Illinois was ordered to Montgomery. and 
afterward to Selmu, Alabama, and finally to Demopolis, that state, where it was 
quarterad till the expiration of Mr, Smith’s service when he was discharged, 
ruching home in February, 1866, 

The outbreak of the war of the rebellion gave this family an opportunity 
to show the courage of its convictions, The desire to do battle for their country 
permeated father and sons till all five of the latter, who were of sufficient age, 
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entered the ranks and marched and fought for the stars and etripes, Charles H., 
the oldest. son, enlisted in a California regiment; James A., Gearge O., and 
Gillman D., served in Company F, 17th IMlinoia infantry, Rmery W., in the 
47th infantry as a veeruit and the father of them all was in the quarter-master’s 
department down alons the Mississippi at Vicksbare and Shiloh, serving purely 
és a Volunteer and withuut the fortulity of an enlistment. 

The war over our subject became a Kaneis farmer, He purchased an 
mighty of land in Bowrbon county which he sold in 1869 when hw cash his for- 
tunes with Wilson county, He was married Suptember 24, 1869, to Sarah E., 
a daughter of Isaae Thornburg. who caine to Kansaa from Pennsylvania where 
he married Maria Ong and where Mrs. Smith was born Angust 20, 1841. 
There were eivht of the Thornbury elhildren. 

Mr, and Mrs. Smith's children are James §.; Cora M., wife of Oliver 
Asher, of Oklahoma; Frank, deceased ; Lewis L, of Colorado: Lillie M., deceas- 
ed; two others who died in infancy, and Jesse G. Mr, Smith is noted for his 
Republican leanings and dendencies. Tle fought. for the principles for which 
lis party stands and his pride in their support is one of the dominant features 
it his political makeup. 


ARCHIBALD J. MANNEN—One of the firet settlers of the township af 
Clifton and for thirty-three years a resident of Wilson county is Archibald -T. 
Mannen of this artiole. He was a settler from MeLean county, Ilinois, where 
he was born July 26, 1846. His father, William R. Manne, was a farmer and 
a very carly settler in that state and county, going there in 1836 from Barren 
county, Kentucky, where he was born in the year 1812, In 1859 the latter 
brought his family to the prairies of Kansas and settled in Miami county where 
he died in 1884. He married Maria Hall in Kentucky and she died in 1888 
at the age of sixty-eight years, leaying the following children surviving. Mrs, 
Artemissia Marcelles, of Paola, Kausas; Thomas, of Round Pond, Oklahoma ; 
Ann E,, wife of FL M. Smith, of Wilson county: Archibald J: Nareissa EL, 
who is married to Benjamin Davis, of Ness county, Kansae, and J. Melvin, of 
Maola, Kansas, There were thirteen children im the family. 

A, J. Mannen was thirteen years old when he came to Kansas. A log 
hotise, and once even a stable, provided him shelter as a school honse the few 
ingnths of winter which he was privileged to attend school, and his education 
was completed with a four months’ term of school at Baldwin, Kanaas. During 
the rebellion he was a private in Company F, 10th Kansas militia, and took 
purt in the battle of the Big Blue near Kansas City. 

March 18, 1868, Mr, Mammen married Mary J. Beaty, a daughter of J. W. 
Beaty whose family is referred to in the sketch of A. M. Beaty in this volume. 
For a time Mr. Mannen and his. young wife resided on the Mannen homestead 
in Mianti county but in December, 1869, they set ont for the new country of 
of Wileon county and entered o claim southeast of Buffalo when the road from 
that: place to Guilford was the only one in the whole country about, There 
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were only two “shanties” near his and the whole surroundings made the situ- 
ation ubout as lonely and diswuraging as can be imagined. A team, five cows 
ind $2.90 in money constituted the assets of our new settlers, but they possess- 
ed youth, indostry and determination and these qualities carried them over 
tanya rough and treacherous road during the close times of the early seventies, 

When Mr, Mannen came to Wilson county he brought his polities with 
him. The type was that of a deep Republican hae and he put it into use at the 
early coucusses and conventions of the conaty, He was nominated by his party 
Yor sheriff in 1857 and was cleeted, and two years later he was again elected, 
serving four years in the office of its chie! and two years, afterward, as deputy 
under Sheriff MoCray- 

Sinee retiring from office our subject has devoted himself and his energins 
to hie farm. He owns eighty acres in seclion 22, township 27. range 16 and 
is one of the reliable and worthy men of Wilson county. Three daughters and 
a son comprise lis fanily, as follows, Luella, wile of Richard Willoughby, of 
Roper, Kansas; L. Evia, who married William Lucas: Etta. wife of Clark Fox, 
and Roy, the youngest, is with his parents, 


MRE, NANCY PORCUM—The venerable lady whose name heads this 
irticle is the widow of the late Wesley Foreum, of Coyville, and is one of the 
well known and highly esteemed curly settlers of Wilson county. She came here 
a young womei—a pioneer to Kansas—in 1871, and was residing in Verdigris 
township when she met and married the soldier and patriot, Wesley Foream, 
She was born in Vigo county, Indiana, March 9, 1843, and was taken from 
her native state into Ulinvis about the year 1845 and there the family made 
wu short stop of a few years. Coming on a step farther west the father made 
a tumporary etop in Dade county, Missouri, being a resident of that locality 
three vears. A third tine he loaded wp his effects and started toward the fron- 
ner and this tine reached Kanses and settled in Linn county. He arrived there 
in L858 but set out avain in a few months and made his final settlement on 
Big Sandy creek in the southern part of Woodson county where he died the 
sume year, 

Mrs. Foreum wae the daughter of Jolin Foreman, a farmer whose life 
seems to have been spent largely in wandering from the place of his birth in 
Virginia to the place of hie death in Kansas. He was born in 1805 and died at 
the age of fifty-three years. He married Ann Burton, had vleven children but 
only three of them—Sophia (Mrs. Thomas) Locke, Mrs. Foreum, and John 
Foreman of Covville, married and reared families. 

In the carly seventies Wesley Foreum, husband of our subject, located in 
Wilson county. lle was just returned east from California where he had served 
his country in the army for a period of three years. He was a Maryland man 
by birth and his natal vear was 1883. He joined a company of emigrants for a 
trip to the Pacific coast and, while crossing the plains, they were attacked by 
Indians and bad their teains taken, their wagons burned and many of their 
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party killed. Mr. Poreum was bnnself wounded while escaping and continu-sd 
lis journey to California where he soon entered the army and was garrisoned mm 
ifferent forts of the state and did other duty during the term of his enlistment, 

Mrs, Foren was married in 1878 and she and her husband remained 
ever afterward ii and near Cayville, Mr. Porcum entered a quarter section of 
land one tile south of Coyville, deeded it and was residing upon it when he 
died, December 24, 1898. He was a citizen of whom his community had o 
goo word, Te entered actively into the wffairs of his township and county and 
filled the offiee of township trustee about as Jong as he could be prevailed upon 
by accept it, He wae well known for his polities! views, being a Repubhean of 
Hie deepest dye, and a frequent participant in conventions of his party. He 
Was an enthusiastic grand army man and was a regular attendant on the busi- 
hess and pleasure meetings of lia post. 

Mrs. Foremu lus maintained u reputation as an industrions and syin- 
pathetic honsewife and mother. Five children came to bless her home, four of 
whom survive, namely, Thomas, of Wilson county; May, wife of Thomas 
Armoor, of Fall River: Simpson, of Coyville, who married Kila White and has 
a daughter, Vivian; and Frank. Simpsem Forcum was a member of Funston 
fminons 20th Kansas and helped to make that regiment Tamoug around the 
world by his service in the Vhilippines. Jessie, who married “Manch” Garrett 
yotesed away only two months afer her wedding. 


HENRY BR. CARVER—One of the young und enterprising farmers of 
Pleasant Valley township, Wilson county, 16 Henry R. Carver, of this notiee. 
He came to the county with his parents when he was thirteen years of age and. 
has been identified with if ae a citizen, therefore, more than thirty-one years. 
He is a son of Michael and Matilda (Neeley) Carver, residents of Cedar town- 
ship, Wilson county, and was bern in Deleware county, Indiana, in September, 
LHe. Llis parents were both native of the same township in Miami county, 
Ohio, the father born May 8, 1834, and the mother in 18—. They were married! 
in Kandalph county, Indiana, in 1857 and had born te them Henry R., Frank., 
Maggie, wife of Eli Ilite; William, Nelson, Charles B., and Karl W, 

Michael Carver is a son of Jacob and Eleanor (Derr) Carver and a granl- 
son of Michael Carver and Joseph Dorr, all of whom, father, mother and grand- 
marents, wore natives of the etate of Pennsylvania. Michael Caryer, the great- 
vrandfather of our subject, was a soldier in the Black Hawk war and other 
Indian wars on the frontier apd was present at Forte Defianee and Pickett 
duiring a portion of thelr history-making perod. Joseph Derr, the maternal 
ereut-yrandfather, served in the war of 1812 and has the distinction of being 
wilh General Jackson at the battle of New Orleans, The Carver and Derr 
families settled in Miami county, Ohio, and there owr subject's grand-ancestors 
died. ‘hey came across the Allegheny Mountains on pack-horses and on foot, 
bringing their families before there was any well detined public highway from 
Pennsylvania to Ohio. Of Jacob and Eleanor Carver, the former died 1 Kan- 
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sas and the latter in Indiana. Michael Carver, their son, and father of our 
subject, grew up in Randolph county, Indiana, and entered the Union army 
in February, 1844, enlisting bn Conipany K, 124th infantry volunteers. [Te 
served under General Sheridan in the Atlanta campaign and after the fall of 
that southern stronghold his yegiment aceonipanied Schofield and Thomas hack 
north and participated in the hattles of Franklin and Nashyille. After this 
latter engagement Mr. Carver went with his regiment around to join fore ss 
with General Sherman and later louk part in the Carolina campaign, He was 
mustered oul ab Greensboro, North Carolina, and received his discharge at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, after the war wae over. Ile enlisted a private, became a 
daly sergeant and wis one hmudred days under fire in the Georgia campaign. 
rom 1865 to 1869 he resided in Indiana but the next year came west to Kansas 
amt settled in Bourhen county. Not content with hie surroundings, the spring 
of 1871 he cain south te W ilson county and setthul in Cedar township where he 
owns a wood farm and is held in high estewm. 

Himry R. Carver hae known, aod been known by, Wilson eounty since 
childhood and in it he #equired his country school vdueation, Kxperience has 
added materially to his fund of practical knowlulge. December 24, 1880, he 
marrie! Laverna Odell, « daughter of John aud Rachel Odell, his wife beings 
the seventh: of eight children in family and born in Randolph connty, Indiana, 
February 20,1859. The children of this marriage are eight, namely, Clarence. 
Claude, Rert, Kdna, Zella, Sadie, Gladys and Allie, 

Our aubjeet is an active Populist and is an Odd Fellow. Fle is also a 
Workman and a inember of the Methodist church. IJlis record is an enviable 
one both aso citizen and a farmer and he is doing a modest and commendable 
work in the development of his township. 


JOHN HH. COLAW—The subject hereof is a member of one of the early 
settlod families of Wileon county anda son of the late Benjamin Colaw, of Rest, 
who brought his family fo Kansas m 1872 and whose history appears at seme 
longth elsewhere in this work. Jol H. Colaw was born in Mebean county, 
[linois, October 12, 1871. He was seatce a year old when he became identified 
with Colfax township, Wilson county, and was brought up on the farm snd 
schooled in the country district, Tle was, of course, framed to the duties af a 
Farmer and he engaged in that voeation when he took op life for himself, One 
year spent in Durangu—trom tse to 1807—Colorado, accounts for his solu 
absence from Wilson county in thirty years, and when he returned from ihe 
nountaing it was with the foll nid posititve conviction that his ald home county 
was the ideal spol in Ins experience, He purchased a good farm near the old 
homestead where his family industry and tenacity are ehowing themeelves in 
his daily life. 

January 18, 1895, Mr. Coluw married Nila S. Cusey, a daughter of Me- 
Donald and Elizabeth ( usey, who came to Kansas early and settled in Wilson 
vounty where Mrs, Colaw was born on the 16th of Angust, 1874. ‘Two children 
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have been born to Mr, and Mrs. Colaw, vanely, Benjamin Charles and Donalrl, 
The tendeney of our subject is not lo engage in polities to the detriment of hes 
private affairs but he attends elovtions, as every earnest citizen should, and 
(mats His ballot for Democratic candidates in state and national issues, 


CYRUS D. CONNELL—As a boy of fourteen years our subject came to 
Wilson county with his parents, dames and Phoebe (Cook) Connell, and settled 
with the latter on a claim in Chetopa township. The family were the first per- 
iuinent white settlers in the township and an addition to his pioneer dwelling 
served as the first school room in the township. This room served alse as a 
Sunday school room and was the firet, also, used for that purpose. 

Cyroas D, Connell was born in Sauk county, Wisconsin, on the 9th of Jan- 
wary, 1852, und in 1850 his parents moved out to Lowa where they resided till 
LS61, when they came to Nemahe county, Kansas. James Connell was a native 
of Ohio, was born in 1882, served in the Kanaas state militia diurimg a portion 
of the rebellion, wus a republican im politics and died on his homestead in Cedar 
townebip in 1886. Tis wife died in 1877, being the mother of five childrun 
of whom Cyrus D. ia second. 

Our subject grew up on the frontier. as if were. Schools were an after 
consideration during his bovhood and the work on the farm demanded all the 
help that a household could supply. Work was the slogan of the ambitious 
fu an that article confronted Cyrus D. Connell in all its phases from 
iovhood ta middle life. From the building of the log cabin of his fathor— 
to become the family homecto the numberless ordinary duties of the farm, the 
irip to Coyville or Humboldt to mill, and the occasional journeys to other more 
dietant places of trade will suggest only alichtly the experiences of our subject 
the first ten years of his life in Wilson county. 

On the 2nd of May, 188i, Mr. Connell married Alice Richardson, a 
daughter of R. N. Richardson, mentioned elsewhere m this history. Mrs, 
Connell Was born in Harrison county, West Virginia, Jandary 21, 1860, and ts 
the nother of one child, a son, L. D, Connell. In 1896 Mr. Connell purchased his 
simlitly and beautiful farm in the southwest eorner of Pleasant Valley township, 
Ile is situaled three miles nerth of Altoona and is ummbered with the snbstan- 
tial farmers of his locality. Vor nearly thirty-three years he has been a yoter 
in Wilson county. He vast his first presidential vote for U. 8. Grant and has 
identified himself with the Republican party ever since, 


GEORGE J. HOUFFMAN—A eitizen of Wilson county sinee the veur 
1881 George J. Huffman has come to be one of the well known and saccessful 
farmers of Ploasant Valley township. He was born in Vermillion county, 
Illinois, Oetoher 2, 1866, and is the oldest of six children in the family of A. -!, 
und Martha (Doll) Huffman who brought our subject to Kansas, <A. J. Eonff- 
man purchased 9 half section of land when he came to Wilson county, resided 
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on and cultivated and jmproved it for nearly a degen years when he turned 
these various duties all over to George J... with whom be now makes his home, 

From his fifteenth year oursubject has heen identitied with Wilson county, 
[lis vinention was obtained) in the pubis sohools of the rural district and is 
amply for transaction of the varied affairs of the farm, 
His inelinations run in the vein of current literature and 
le surrounds  bimeelf with such papers and other  publiea- 
tions =e keep ohio abreast oof) 6 the|6soworld’s ~~ happenings and 
famiharize bin with the progress in agriculture, Je is an extensive grain 
raiser and inaintams a herd of cattiv equal tu the needs of the farm. He 
handles more than he raises and from this seuree much of the profits of his 
oforts ure derived, 

Noveraber 25, 18f4, Mr. Hutfuwer married Este Wolfe, a daughter of 
Jacoh Wolfe who settled in Saline eounly, Wansus, wt the close of the ervil war, 
in which be served in an budinon rewimnent. Mrs. Hoffman was born in Run- 
dotpli county, Indiana, Jannary 31, [s67, and is the youngest of two ehildren 
in her parents’ family. Before her marriage her mother was Miss Rebeuen 
Pugh, Mr. and Mrs. Haffinan have two children, vis. Leo and Ethyl Our 
subjeer is one of the patriotic young Democrats of his township. Tle is an inde 
pendent yoter in home alfairs and wot interested in politics except for the best 
interests of the publie servic, 


URIAH A. RE PLER—More than a seore of years are embruead in the 
career of Vrinh A. Kepler as a eitizen of Wilson county. He is widely known in 
Pleasant Valley Sindee where he settled in 1880 and as a farmer he is thrifty, 
substantial. successful ind reliable, Tle came to the state asa young man and 
the twenty-three years which he has resided within its borders cover his lite 
of independent offort, | 

Mr. Kepler's native place is Summit county, Ohio, where he was horn ou 
the $rd of Februaey, 1551. He ie a son of Samucl and Susanna (Swigurt) 
Kepler and is the oldest of five ehildren in family, His mother was one of 
fifteen children of John and Elizabeth Swigart, all of whom lived to maturity 
and attended their parents’ funerale. Uriali A. Kepler was brought up om « 
Summit county, Ohie, farm and the schools of the country district gave him 
hia education. He married Mary Lamb on the 17th of March, 1875, and re- 
maimed in Ohio till the voar 1879 when he settled in Trego county, Kansas, 
Mrs. Kopler’s parents were Nathan and Sarah (Willard) Lamb of whose seven 
ehildren Mary was the fourth in order of birth and was born August 15, 1849. 

The experience of a year in western Kansus eonvinced Mr. Kepler that he 
was too far weet and he disposed of his claim and came to Wilson county 
where he purchased one hundred and twenty acres twelve miles southwest of 
(hanute where he has since maintained his home. His suecess as a farnior 
has been somewhat marked and his accumulations have warranted him io 
adding one hundred and sixty scres to his homestead thereby increasing it to 
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two hundred and eighty acres, fertile and substantially and attractively iin- 
proved, 

On September 27, 1491 Mr. Kepler sulfered the loss of his companion. 
whose death left niotheriess four children, vin, John A., Sarah, Floyd and 
Lee. Ovr subject is descended from a long linv uf successful farmers, from 
his grent-grandfather down, in which facet is discovered, in a measure, the 
reason for lis pwn positive snecuss. THe is so man of intense energy and tireless 
industry. and of inteyrity onsurpassed. 


HENRY A, PEARMATN—The late Henry A. Pearmain wae one of thy 
claracters of Cliflon Lownship, Wilson county, where he settled eo early that he 
was wlmost (he father of civilization there. Hp ame to the frontier to commune 
with real nature and to prepare a place for his posterity which should bear the 
ear-marks of his own carving. In 1857 he settled on a little creek one mile 
north of the present site of Roper ond there he entered land—later on—patent- 
ed it from the government and lived and worked out the energy that was io 
him, and died in the mid-lay of his popularity in Oetoher, 1896. 

The origin of ovr subject is English. He was born in Bristol, England, 
January 27, 1820), and, ten years later, come to the United States with his 
father, William Pearmain. The parents settled first In Wisconsin, afterward 
moved ta Ohio and there their identity ls lost. On the 4th of July, 1847, Honey 
A, Pearmain married Mary A. 0, Kerick, native of New York state, then a 
resident of Tallehassee, Florida, who accompanied lim te Kansas and was his 
eompanion till her death in 1871, Mer. Pearmain had little education hevend 
his acquaintance with the alphabet when he came to Kansas and, anticipating 
the need of an education. he supplied himself with school books and began 
their somewhat systematic study, In this way he became fairly well educate 
and was able for any position in eiyil or political life within the gift of the 
titizens of his county. Tn the early tine the office of justice of the peace was 
of nich importance —the justice being called upon by all the sottlers to settle 
disputes. try cases, wrile and exceute legal papers, ele—and to this offices Mi. 
Pearmain was elected many times. He was endowed with a fund of rare and 
practical business sense and it is suid of him that whenever lie exeented a 
logal dovament it stool the test and was eurely ever questioned. Ile was a man 
of the strongest convictions and almost tmmovalae when once fixed mn a posi- 
tion, but was not averse to argument or inperyiotis to reason. HAs political 
opinions in early life were inherited from Demoeratic associates Init on the 
question of liquor selling he was avowedly prohibition. To late life he found 
much in the principles of Republiona polities lo wdinive and it is said he allied 
himeelf with that party. In 1875 he was eleeted trustee of Clifton township 
an wae reelected till 1895, a period of twenty years, and unequaled by any 
incumbent of that office in the county, He selected the name of “Clifton” fry 
his township, taking it from that place 1o which he was attached in Englamtl. 
Tle aasisted in organizing the county in 186d mud was appointed county clerk 
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by Governor Carney under the organization. In 1865 he represented the county 
it the state legislature, being the second representative chosen. The first elec- 
tion in Clifton township wus held at his house and he was appointed the first 
notary in the township, He filled the offiees of justice of the peace and trustee 
for fourteen “ears und a part of the time filled both at the same time. He 
aeted as U.S. pension ayent and adiministered on ¢states and always to the 
satisfaction of the parties interested. 

Mr, Pearinain was a Mexican war soldier. Tle enlisted in Company B, 
12th Ulinois volunteer infantry and was wounded on the National Road while 
i that service, 

At the close of the war he entered the navy yard at Pensacola, Florida, 
from there to Boston und thence to Kansas. Tn 1859 or 1860 he settled on 
Butfalo Creek, 

By first marriage our subject was the father of eight children, two of whom 
now survive. In April 1874 he inarried Frances Lacey, eldest of five children af 
Robert and Hether- (Bryant) Lacey. Mra. Pearmaim was born in Pike county, 
IHinois, in June, 1854, and eame to Kansas with her parents in 1869. The 
family settled in Wilson eounty where the danghter met and married Henry 
A. Pearmain. She was his invaluable aid on the farm during the last twenty- 
four years of his life and since his death she has oeeupied the homestead of 
several hundred acres, one of the fertile and productive farms on the ereck. 
Mrs. Pearmain is the mother of three children, namely, Leahtassa P, (mame! 
for the daughter of Chief Little Bear) wife of Orley M, Claibourne; Walter 
B., and Bertha P.. wife of Lon. C. Clathourne. 


SAMUEL BUSH PFIELD—Among the well known and succeseful farmers 
ul stock faisere of Clifton township, Wilson county, is Samuel Bushtield of 
this review, Tle was born in Perry county, Olio, in August, 1837, and is a son 
ul George and Marv (MeRKeever) Bushifield, The father was a brieck-maker and 
in an ently day manufactored all the brick with which the court house at 
New Lexington, Ohio, was constructed, which was perhaps, his most con- 
spicuous hindmark as a mechanic, 

Samuel Bushtield, our subject, was one of fourteen children, and when 
sixteen years old accompanied his parents to Moultrie county, Ulinois, where 
the latter died. far advanced in years. Our subject remained in that state 
Lil] 1871 when he came to Kansas and took up his residence one and one-half 
miles southeast of Buffale on a claim for which he paid one thousand dollars 
im eash. He applied the energy he posseesed to his new purchase and in the 
development of a splendid farm ind valuable estate he has approached the goal 
of his ambition. The broad acres that have come to him as a reward for his 
efforts have responded to his touch and nature's enconraging smile has filled his 
granaries am) cheered his efforts till the goal of independence has been 
achieved, 

In the month of November, 1876, Mr, Bushfield married Evelyn Brown, 
widow of Jos. N. Brown and a daughter of I, B. and Jemima (McKinney) 
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Carley. Mr. Carley came lo Kansas from Lewis county, Missouri, and there 
Mrs, Bushfield lived with her first husband till his death in 1874 when she came 
ot te Wilkon county anu made ber home with her parents, Oer first children 
ure two sons, Lewis, @ ratlroad man, and Joseph K, Brown, a painter, both of 
Wilson county, Ifer sevond children and those of Mr. Bushfield are four in 
Homber, as follows, Oscar R. Bushtield, 2. D. 8.. of Fredonia, Kaisas; Thos. 
I... 0 suecessful young farmer of Wilson county, and George and Anna. 


—————— - eee, = 


WILLIAM P. MeCATN—The gentleman whose name introduces thie 
review js one of the pioneers of the prairies of Wilson county, haying cast his lot 
with the community of Guilford township in the fall of 1870 and entered 
tract of land in section eight. He had been a eitiven of Nunsas four years prior 
to his chtry to this eounty for, in 1866, he eebthal in Miami county where lie 
was a Leinporary settler and on a rented farm. MelLean county, Hlinoig, is his 
tative place and there he was born May 24, 1838. Hie father, James MeCain, 
settled in that famous Mlinois county ata verv early period where he was a 
succese!ul furmer, a prosperous citizen and a man of reputation and standing 
m his county. He wigrated there from the atate of Kentucky but he was born 
in the state of Tennessee. Tle was of Trish stock and married a daughter of a 
raw Seotchman, Mise June Craig. He came to Kansas late in life and died in 
Miami commty in IX70 at seventy vears of ag His wife died in 1849 af thirty- 
seven years old. ‘Their children were, Naney, who married J. B. Orendorif. a 
son of Thomas Orendorit, one ef the first settlers of MeLean county, Mlinois: 
Rhoda, whe first married Robert Prunty and is the mother of Alonzo und Lee 
PRrunty, of Benediot, and who married seeand, David Orendorfl, and is aynin 
a widew and residing in Benedict: Mary, who firet married George Lamer but 
is now the wife o. Thomas Clark, of Downs, Illinois: John, deceased ; Martha, 
wife of Reva Wood, of McLean enunty ; William P.; Caroline, now Mrs. Williain 
Cowen, of Libertyville, Lowa: Adaline, widow of Henry Near, of Downs, Tli- 
note, aril dames RL, of the home county in [ilienis, 

William P. MeCain epent the first twenty-two yours of his life upon his 
fyther’e form in Ulinois. He gathered up a fair but rather fragmentary exhi- 
ention in the district schools and, among his first and genuine experiences 
away from home, was when he started on his long journey across the isthmus 
to the Eldorado of the Pacilie coast, He sailed from New York ou the ship 
Raltic, on her last trip, and was twenty-four days at sea without special incident 
further (han witnessing a man buried al sea, Opon reaching his destination 
our subject went into the mines in Placer county where he began the atual 
work of talcing out gold, Te was there till the epring of 1861 when he went 
lo the Saloum River diggings where he was paid, as wages, seven dollars per 
day every Sunday morning. Leaving the Salmon River country he returned 
(o his first lovation where he worked in the “Jersey Tunnel’ till his return home 
was berun on the 16th of January, 1862, He retarned the same way he went 
ont and venchod New York about the middle of Pebrnary, arriving at Blooming- 
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ton the 20th of the aime month. As an investanent his trip and abeence of 
three years was unprofitable, bot ae a wivlener of his experienve and a familiar- 
izer with the west and the men and things of that day the trip can be said to 
have been a successful one. ji 

Bevinning life at home Mr. MoCain took up farming on a rented place in 
MeLean county. He remained there ae sneh till early in 1860 when he loaded 
hie wife and baby and a fow personal ctfeets inte a wagon and drove through 
lo Nansas, stopping in Miami county, as before stated. His resources on eom- 
ing int Wilson eunty were inconsiderable. He borrewed $200 with which to 
pay the government for the lanl and gave his note for six months m payment. 
Within four months he disposed of some corn he had raised in Miami county 
and discharged the deli. Lis histery through all the years which have elapsed 
since IRTO hes heen one vownd of toll toward the ambition of his life—indepen- 
denoe. He is the owner of two lundred and cighty acres, a homestead the 
pride of is heart, and owes no tan a collar, 

September 1, 81, Mr, MeCain married Eliza Cralf, a daughter of Amelia 
Gall, a widow, who brought her tamily of soe children to the United States 
from Germtuny. Mrs, MeCnin is the fifth elild and was born December 25, 
Si. Mr and Mrs. MeCain's children are William, of Bullalo, Kansas, 3 
shipper. who married Ida Craig: Amelia, wife of William H, Huffman, a 
prosperous young furmer of Guilford; Margaret, of Bloomington, Illinois; 
Dorn; Frances, wife of Frank Benedict, of Wilson county: James R, and Hilda. 

In the carly history of the family the MeCuins were Democrats but the 
issues of the war, and of the important era since that struggle made Repub- 
licans of them, our subject among the number. Mr. MeCuin east his first pres- 
idential vote for Stephen A, Douglas, but his seeond was cast for Lincoln and 
for every Republicnn candidate sinee. He was once clected trustee of Guilford 
township bint declined to qualify. 


WALTER lL. HATCH—The subject of this notice was born in Winnehago 
county, Tlinels, in the month of January, 1863, his parents being Charles D. 
und Olarissa (Lillie) TTateh who came to Kansas in 1869. Settlement was 
nade ona farm in Woodson evonty where Walter L. grew to manhood. The 
latter ia the seeand in a family of four children. He wae schooled in the 
country district and was oarried m the month of September, 1886, to Cora 
Cohoe, a daughter of John and Amanda (Brown) Cohor, who came to Woodson 
couulity from Wiseonsin about 1870. After his marriage Mr. Hatch settled in 
Wilson county near Bulfalo where he owns more than a quarter section ef 
arable and fertile land, He has converted an unimproved and harren tract into 
a desirable home and ts regarded az one of the succeseful farmers of Clifton 
township. 

Mutee children have come to bless the home of Mr. and Mre. Hateh, viz., 
Charles, Myrtle and Orre. Mr. Hateh is an Odd Fellow and, in politics a 
Republican. 
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LEWIS W. STRANGE—Duving the year 1470 there settled in Talley- 
rand township, Wilsen county, & family whose conneetion with its affairs has 
hwen as promment as it is honorable. hey were immigrants from Adair 
county, WKentueky, in which state their father was a farmer and blicksmith, 
and their settlement was made three miles northeast of Lafontaine where the 
mitia) strokes toward honte-buildiny and home-development began. In this 
connection we refer to the Strange family of which the sabject of this article is 
a distinguished member and prominent faetor. 

Lewis W. Strange wae burn in the county of Adair, stale of Kentucky, on 
the 1th of January, 1853, and is a son of Lewis and Isabel (Biggs) Strange. 
The father was a native of the state of Kentocky and (he mother was born in 
the state of Tennessee. The parents brought (heir family to the west to be near 
tho great oppoerttaities then open to the young and ambitious for gaining a 
firm foothold on Kansas soil. The father wae inared to the work of the farm na 
Well ae that of the anvil and he lost no time in instrocting the youth of his 
household in the elementary principles of success on s Wansas farm, 

The subject of this sketch wae an apt pupil in sehvol and he bveame able 
to teach at fhe carly age of fifteen yours. Ee followed the profession in his 
native county sume three veurs and when the family came lo Kaneae he exime 
With thom, A® soon ws fe was properly sitimited in this atate he engaged ‘n 
farming, In US?4 he married Frances A. Pound, « daughler of Alexander 
Pound, who wttled in Montgomery county, Kansas, from Dlinois, in 1870. 
Mr, Stranve continue! farming ll 1890 when he took charge of the etock ef 
a cooperative mercantile establishment jn Lafontaine; engaing algo un the Wnis- 
Tass of shipping stock on his own aceount Tn 1805 he purchased the mterexte 
of the stockholders of the cooperative company and took in T. R. Gill ae a 
partnowr in the business. The following year he became sole proprietor of the 
business bv the prrehase of the interest of My. Gill and hag sinee remained the 
owner of the siore. The crowth af his busimese made such demande upon his 
time and attention that in 1896 he wae compelled to relinquish his connection 
with the shipping interests of Lafontaine, During the construction of the 
Leroy & Caney Valley Air Line railway through his township Mr, Strange was 
a direeter of the leral company whieh seenred the right of way for the rewd. 
Ne has served ws trustee of his township several terms, and as elerk of the same 
amd, in his politien! heliefs, ie a Populist. 

The children of Mr. and Mra. Strange wre four in number, as follows: 
Fredericl: W., born Auwuat 20, 1874, is the agent of the Missouri Patific rau- 
way at Heisington, Konsaa: Louis AL, born Peobrunty 25, 1578, 1s operator for 
the same railway company at LaCrosse, Kansass: Zow E., born November 6, 
1882, is clerk and. hooalkkeeper for her father. and Prancis P., born October ‘Ll, 
TRRG, is also with the Missouri Paettc railway company ut LaCrosse, Kanens. 

Mr, Strange and his tamily are prominently connected with the Odd 
Fellows and Rebekah fraternities. He ts himself a member of the Tamons 
degree team of lodge 406, which les made excursions over southern Kansas and 
ie widely known for its ability to “put om the work.” Mes. Strange and her 
daughter are prominent monbers of the Rebekahs of Lafontaine and are respon- 
sible in a measure for much of the success of their lodge. 
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WILLIAM G, KELLEY—The gentleman whose name introduces this 
article js one of the more recent settlers of Wilson county and is a retired 
mechanic passing the Closing yas of a anee active and useful life in the home 
and with the compurionship of his san, Jacoh F. Kelley, of Roper. 

Th announcing this subjeet we introduce to the reader a representative of 
one Of America’s own families for its aneesters were instrimental, in a mess- 
ure, in seeuring the blessings of Jiberty to ourselyes and our posterity. ‘he 
paternal grandfather of our sabjoct was a soldier in the war of the revolution 
and one of his ehildron, Benjamin TH. Kelley, a soldier of 1812, settled in 
Ghio wmmnty, Kentucky, in the carly part of the nineteenth century. The latter 
was the father of William (). Kelley. of this reyiew. Ile was married to 
Rehecea Thorp and was the owner of a large tract of land twelve miles nortl 
west of Hartford, the county seit. where their family was born, In 1845 the 
parents moved to Davis county, Keohiwelky and, three years later, disposed of 
their land and crossed the Ohio river into Speneer county, Indiana, In 1852 
they again sought the west, thie Cine stepping m Lawrenee county, Missoart, 
anid locating near Mount Vernon where our subject reached his majority. 

William G. Kelloy was the tenth ino family of fourteen children and was 
born Mareh 9, 1834. While he wie reared amid rural surroundings he inherited 
a desire for mechanics from hie father who woe a vabinet-maker in tite early and 
mere active life. Taking up Macksmithing in his hoyhood by the time he 
became of age he was a fullfledged mechani ond competent to engage in the 
work of an efficient workinan. Ibis first businvss association was with A. J. 
Tlamilton, an uncle of his wife, and their shop was sitnated near Sullivan, 
Franklin county, Missouri. At this rural location we find him at the outbreak 
of the rebellion. Early in 1802 he dropped his civilian dress, donned a Federal 
uniform and became a member of Company G, 14th Missouri state militia. Te 
was (detailed as company blacksmmth ngainst hie protest, declaring that “he 
hod come te the war to fight and net te shoe horses.’ In the spring of 1863 
he was transferred to Company L. of the Sth Missouri state militin and com- 
pleted his three years’ enlistment with that regiment. April 12, 1865, he was 
mustered out of serviee but the following day reenlisted as a veteran, and was 
made a sergeant in Company 1, 14th Missouri volunteors—eavalry. He hoped 
to escape the old detail of horse-shoer but was finally forced to accept the in- 
evitahle and heewme the company smith, and held tt till the end of the war. 


The war over Mr. Kelley located at Seneca, Missouri, where he became 
foreman of & large shop, Tle was located at ditfierent pointe over southwest: 
Missouri working at his trade til he received a severe wound while shocing u 
horse in MeDonald county. This led to his selling out his business and he 
left the old state and came to Montgomery county, Kansas. Ho waa employed 
on pubhe work in Independence for two years, or until 1885, when he returned 
to Lawrence county, Missouri, and there engaged in farming. Im May, 1891, 
his wife died which, with the marriage of all his c'uldren, left him entirely 
alone. ‘he same year he came to Wilson county where he is making his home 
with his gon. 
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1854 Mr. Kelley married Anna HM. Lollar, a daughter of Jacoh and Sarah 
(Hamilton) Lollir, of whose eleven children Mrs. Kelley waa the second birth. 
The Lollars were prominent farmers and migrated to Missouri from Kentucky, 
The issue of this murriage, now surviving, are: Jasper H., of Greenfield, 
Missouri; William MH. and Heory A., twins; Jacob F., section foreman at Roper; 
Rebecoo, wife of Noah Cannon, of Coffeyville, Kansas; Mary, of Independence, 
Kansas, and Snerates, 8., who is in the 9th yolunteer regulars now serving in 
the Philippine Islands. 


KDWIN F. HI LL—Since the year 1887 the subject of this brief personal 
notice bas resided in Talleyrand township, Wilson county. He is a modest and 
successful farmer, with the confidence of his community 
and with the esteem of his neighbors, He has bwn a 
resident of Kansas since 1857, at which date he aceompanied his father to 
Bourbon county where he came, to his majority and was awarried, He was 
born in Columbus, Ohio, in 1849 and was a son of Daniel and Lucinda ( Trot- 
ter) Hill, both native of the Bockeye state; the latter dying in 1860 and the 
former dying in Bourbon county, Kanase in 1868. 

Rdwin F. Hill's life has been wholly rural in character. THis father's 
home wae his own till November 15, 1878, when he married Mrs, Sarah A. 
Stith, « widow, whose former hushand was Joseph Sinith. Mrs. Hill’s parents 
were William and Susan (Brown) Smith. ‘T'wo children were horn to Mre, 
Hill by her first, hushand, viz., Hattie B., wife of Treston Widener, of Pleas- 
anton, Kansas, was born Oetober 7, 1874, and Joseph M,, barn September 4, 
1876, is an aasayist in Colorado. By ler second marriage Mrs. Hill is the 
mother of Lucinda, born July 20, 1895, is the wife of George Hendry, a farmer 
of Wilson county; Lillie, born November 20, L880, resides with her parenta; 
Laura M,, born Octeber 22. L882, ia the wife of Emmet Taylor, of the BE, 
Taylor Co-operative Association; Louis B., born August 14, 1886, and Earnest 
Floyd, born March 30, 1597. 


WALTER VY, LILLIE—The subject of this brief notice was born in 
Winnebago county, Ulinois, Novemnber 20, 1841. Mis parents were Charles M. 
and Erxilla (Conklin) Lillie, Onur subject came to Wilson county, Kansas, in 
1870 and settled on a tract of one hondred and sixty acres of land in Clifton 
township, which he still owne and has sinee wade lis home. He is the second 
in a tuinily of five children of hia parente and was schooled fairly well in the 
country district. He was marrivd in the inonth of September, 1869, to Miss 
Addie Lake, horn May &, 1848, and a daughter of Harvey Lake. She died in 
1807 loaving the following children, Henry, of Idaho; Clura, wife of Homer 
Evans. a young farmer of Wilson county; Harvey, Preston and Edith, the latter 
her father’s housekeeper and invaluable aid in his domestic afairs, Mary mar- 
ried Geo. E. Rowton und lives in Woodson county, Kansas. 
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The domain ot upriculture hag found in Mr. Lillie one of its enthusiastic 
champions. Ths lot has been east with it sinee childhood and he has learned, 
through experienee, the elementary and fundamental principles of actual larme 
ing. “His record as a citien is filled with favorable criticism and the good 
deeds he has done have nol. hewn confined alone to his immediate family, He is 
fraternal in his wakeup. having a warm side for homanity and holding a mem- 
bership in the order of Modern Woodmen at Buffalo. 


HENRY N, FROUITS—tThe subject of this notice was born in Union 
colnty, Indiana, on the Sth of January, 1845, was reared in Indiana and imar- 
ried ih Greenville, Ohio, aud emme to Kansas in 1876, settling in Talleyrand 
township, Wilson eounty, dle is a son of David and Msther Fruits, Indiana 
people by birth, the former a merchant in Harrisville, Randolph county, that 
state, The mother died in 1882 at the age of sixty-five years. 

Ilenry N. Fruits wus the firsh in a family of nine children, His first 
elforts at some livelihood were passed as sawdust boy in 4 saw-mill in his 
native slate and his services ubout the aill were so sincere and of such value 
as to warrant his promotion fron place to place to that of engineer. He was 
employed thie when the civil war came on and on the 23rd of April, 1861, he 
lwcame a member of Compuny I, 11th Ohio infantry for ninety days service. 
He was discharged Angust 26th, following and re«nlisted in the 2nd Ohio val- 
Iitewr infantry, same conrpuny, on (he Sr of September. ‘The regiment was 
in command of Col. Harris and the company commanded by Milton Me(Coy. 
In the course of his services on many hotly contested battletivlds his only cas- 
nalty was a gunshot wound through the right lung at the Stone River engage- 
ment. He wae njustored out of the service Mareh 15, 1865, one mouth before 
the closing aet of the great drnma. 

June 17, 1865, Mr. Fruits wae married jo Anna Page, born in Burlington 
county, New Jersey, Oefoher 15, 1846. She was a daughter of D, E. Azole 
Pave and her brother, John Pave, was killed, as a Federal soldier, in the 
hattle of the Wilderness, Eight children surviving are the result of the union 
of this worthy vouple, viz. Rolla N., born July 24, 1866, is engaged in the 
livery business st Tonkway, Oklahoma ; William §., “born December 17, 1871, 
is a machinist in Shurveport, Louisiana; Clara M., horn February 13, 1873, 
is the widow of J, EL Lueas, M. D.,, and resides in Tua fontaine; Harry E., born 
October 1, 1874, is in business al Winfield, Kansas; John H.. born January 
19, 1877, is a prominent young furmer of Wilson county; Bertha E., born 
October #9, 1878, resides in Kansas City, Missouri; Ella J.. born July 24, 
1881, is the wife of F. M. Berryhill, who is in the bakery business 3 itt Neodeshs, 
Kaneas, Mr. Berryhill was one of Punston’s fighting “20th Kansans” in the 
Philippines ; David, born March 11, 1884, und Alice G., who is deceased, was 
horn July 5, 1869 and died April 11, 1871. 

When the war closed Mr. Frnits turned his attention to the pursuits of 
peaceful industry, Te worked for a time on a railroad train and spent much 
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of his time learning the fundamental principles of the carpenter’s trade. This 
trade he has pursued in Wilson county and it js ws a carpenter that he is 
host known around Lafontaine. 


J. M, KOGER—One of the well known and prosperous farmers of Wilson 
county is he whose name leads this brief personal notice. THe was born in 
Jackeon county, Missouri, June 22, 1838, of parents, Abram and Mary Koger, 
who came to Missouri in an early duy und settled near Kansas City. 

In 1801 J, M, Koger enlisted in the Confederate army, his regiment being 
commanded by Col. Rosser. He took the measles and was discharged from the 
army for Clsability foward the close of his first year’s serviee. Recovering his 
health he went to Texas and there enlisted in Captain Means’ company, in 
garrison at Montague, The war over he beeame a ranch hand and cattle driver 
and while onf on the frontier in 1866, in company with « fellow plainsman, the 
two were surrounded by Indians while attempting to shoot some Buffalo. 
Bullets and arrows from the red mem filled the air, killed the compunion and 
filled our subject's coat with ninu bullet holes and ehot through one arm. Nor- 
ris, the companion was scalped. aud was afterward buried by our subject and 
the episode thus closed. 

Mr. Koger returned to bis Missouri home in the spring of 1867 and wie 
igayod in farming there till 1870 when he, in conipany with a brother, J, IH, 
Koger. cume to Wilson county with a team and wagon and twenty dollars in 
money and began the battle of life on w Kansas claim. Our subject pre- 
vempted one handred and sixty acres—the place npon which he now resides— 
and has made it yield so as to Gnable him to expand his land area to three 
hondred and eighty acres, 

In 1872 Mr. Noger married Amanda J. Stafford, danghter of a prominent 
farmer of Bartholomew county, Tndianuw. In January, 1887 Mrs. Koger died 
leaving three sons, In 1889 Mr. Koger married Mrs. Ophelia Jones, of Baxter 
Springs, Kansas. He is prominent in Wilson connty politics as a member of 
the People’s party. 


BRENT C, ZACHARY—The suliject of this sketch is a gentleman well 
known and esteemed in Lafontame, Wilson county, and has been a resident of 
the county since the yaar 1872. He is classed with the farmers, for he owns 
a good farm in Duck Creek township, aud has contributed bis modest portion 
toward the county’s rural development. 

Mr. Zachary comes of Kentucky stock for he was born im that state May 
21, 1834. Pulaski county was his birthplace and his parents were Willis and 
Elizabeth (Dogan) Zachary, both native of Culpepper county, Virginia, The 
father was best known as a school teacher, as ho was engaged in that work many 
vears, or wp fo his death in 1857. Some years afterward his widow removed 
to Holt county, Missouri, where she died in 1875. 
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Mr. Zachary was one of a family of eight children and passed his youth 
mid carly manhood on the home farm in Kentucky. Angust 4, 1861, he mar- 
ried Malvina Barron and the two occupied themselves with successful farming 
and their lives were riot separated till the spring of L864 when, on March 26, 
Mr. Zachary enlisted in Company C, 2nd Kentucky cavalry; the company 
being commanded by Captain Loore. Mr, Zachary became quartermaster 
zergeant of his company and was in the service from enlistment to July 17, 
1865, when the close of the war made necessary his discharge. In the antumu 
of the same year he went to Johnson county, Missouri, remamed one year and 
then tonk up his residence npon a farm in Saline county where he continued 
to reside fill TA72 when he caine to Wilson county, Kansas. He purchased land 
here in Talleyrand township mid was employed actively in its cultivation and 
Lmiprevemenk for a namber af years, 

In Oeteher, 1890, Mrs. Zachary died feaving the following children. 
Bourne J. born July 29, 186%, is a teacher in Cowley county, Kansas; Rebecca 
(., horn March 6, 1875, is now the wife of G. R. White, with Hubbel’s depart- 
ment store in Neodeshas Agnes, born July 20, 1879, married Eugene Taylor 
and resides on a farm in Talleyrand township, June 29, 1892, Mr, Zachary 
fook in marriage the hand of Mrs. Parmelia J. Barron who accompanied her 
first husband, Squire C. Barron, to Katsas in 1852. Squire Barron’s two 
children are, William E., « fartier near Lafontaine, and Mrs, Chas, E, Dodd, 
uf the same point. 

Mrs, Zachary is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and the 
Masonic fraternity recognises Mr. Zachary as one of its interested and appre 
ciative members. Mor. Zachary is a member of the Chureh of God, 


JOHN W. STOVER—One of the original settlers of Wilson county is 
J. W. Stover whose name heads this article. He came to Duck Creek township 
in the year 1870 and entered the tract of land which he has since made his 
liome , Tle came to Kansas from Baltimore county, Maryland, where he was 
horn on the 25th of September, 1847. He is o son of a farmer, Jacob Stover, 
whose birth ocenrred in the same county with his own, September 8, 1797, 
wile lis mother was born there June 24, 1802. Jacoh Stover died in 1869 
and his wife passed away in 1886, they boing the parents of seven children, 

Our subject renamed with the family home fill thirty years of age, 
except for the time he was in the military service of the United States. On 
the 15th of August, 1862, he enlisted in Company D, 7th Maryland infantry— 
Captain Marion's company—and remnined in the army till tho close of the 
rebellion, being in the great battles of Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Petersburg, 
Cold Harbor, Weldon Railroad, Whiteoak Road, Five Forks, and witnessing the 
first blood shed (the Baltimore riot) and the last act (the surrender at Appo- 
wintlox) in that struggle. He was discharged May 30, 1865, returned home 
and to vivil life as a carpenter and farmer. In 1867 he was married to Miss 
Sarah Cursey, an orphan girl who lost a half brother in Libby prison in 1844, 


HISTORY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANBAB, bal 


Mrs. Stover grew to womanhood in care of an aunt und when she was married, 
joined her husband in their first house-keeping venture on a Baltimore county 
farm, Harly in 1870 they came out to Kansas where they have since been con- 
nected with the active development of Wilson county. From their original 
claim of one hundred and sixty aeres their farm hae expanded to three hundred 
aa ninety acres, onw of the substantially improved homesteads of the town- 
ehip, 

Mr, Stover’s family consists of u son and a daughter; the former, Warren, 
born Febroary 9, 1868, and Clair B., wife of W. A. Pryor. was born August 4, 
1869. Mr. Stover is a prominont Republican and Grand Army man and Wileon 
county ie the gainer by his having settled in it. 


MOSHPH G. PETTINGILL—Widely known os one of the representative 
citizens of Wilson comnty is the subject of this review, J. G. Pettingill, He is 
gnu of the newer settlers of lis county yet his prominence in his township, as a 
citizen and a suceesstul farmer, places him in the category of subjects for men- 
tion in his ecounty’s history. 

Mr. Pettinwill was born in Kennebee county, Maine, in the month of 
August, 1832. He was a son of Joseph and Alice (Allen) Pettiogill, repre- 
suntutives of old and worthy New England families and who passed their lives 
in the old Pine Tree state. Of their nine children, Joseph G., our snabject, 
wus the youngest, 

The subject of this article waz reared in the country in his native state 
and the district school provided him with his early Epon iedes of English. He 
engaved in teaching himeelf at an early age and was employed to teach the 
sume character of schools he attended as a boy. He followed this work several 
terme, attending Colby University by-times, and finally gradnating from the 
institution. After completing his course he reappeared in the school-room, this 
time in the eapactty of instructor in the academy at Plemingtun, New Jersey, 
where he remained two years. He left the east in 1858 and located in Pike 
county, Hlinois, where, in Pittsfield, he opened a law office and engaged in 
practice. The fascination for his old work Let him to accept the nomination 
for superintendent of public instruction of his county to which office he was 
vlected. He served by successive re-clections, three terms and acquitted him- 
self with much credit, In 1876 he came on west and located in Lyon county, 
Kansas, where he invested in business property in the city of Emporia and 
in a sheep ranch nearby. Conditions were probably never more favorable to a 
prosperous and happy future than at this date. But suddenly his wife was re- 
moved by the hand of death and dissatisfaction took the place of contentment 
with Mr. Pettingill and he exchanged his property for a fine farm near Buffalo 
Creek in Wilson county and in 1896 took possession of it. 

Mr. Pettingill was married in September, 1859, to Mary E, Dillingham 
at Pittsfield, Dlinois. She was a daughter of Almond and Helena Dillingham, 
people prominent in the hotel business in their city. Three surviving children, 
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ae follows. Fred, of fola, Kansas: Mand, wife of Stephen Ogden, of Wilson 
county; and Helena, who iv her father’s companion and housekeeper. 

In hits political relations Mr. Pettingill is a Democrat. While in Em- 
poria he was chosen police judge und served out his term before taking up 
his residence in Wilson county. As a citizen his position is one of honor and 
eredibility and as aman his integrity ia unquestioned. 


JESSE WILLIAMS—The subject of this review has been variedly identi- 
fied with the interests of Wilson county, as fariner, minister and editor, and in 
consequence Of which he is one of the widely known men of the connty. He 
has resided tn Kansas since 1870 and in Wilgon almost continnonsly since 
1871, Tle was born in Shelby county, Mlinois, October 2, 1844, and is a son 
of Isaac andl Sarah (Milliken) Williams, who located in the Prairie gtate 
about 1832, 

Our subject was one of a family of twelve children and was liberally 
educated in his youth, He enlisted July 11, 1862, in Company B, 115th Ih- 
nois infantry and served in the army until the close of the rebellion, being 
mustered out of service in June, 1865. He was married October 2, 1867, to 
Semira TI. Pound, a daughter of Alexander Pound, who went to Dlinois from 
Indianw in 1856 and became « prominent farmer in Shelby county. Mr. Wil- 
liane’ vecupation while in his native state was that of a farmer, as it has eon- 
tinued to be, 1 the main, sinew his removal to Kansas. His first home was in 
Montgomery county on settling in the Sunflower state but he changed his 
location in four years to Wilson county where he passed the first two years ou 
a farm. Tlavine been licensed to preach he spent two years in Labette county 
an a enrenit ak a Methodist preacher. Returning to Wilson county he aecepted 
a circuit here which he filled for two years, farming at the same time. In 
1886 he went out to Western Kansas and took up a preemption in Gray county 
where he was both farmer and preacher for four years. Tn 1890 he returned to 
Wilson county and was made the editor of the Allianee Herald for nearly a 
year; 4 paper established in the interests of a new political party. Resigning 
his post as editor he returned to his furm six miles south of Fredonia and has 
heen employed with its cultivation sina. 

Mr. and Mrs. Williame are the parents of two sons and two daughters, as 
follows. Charles L. and Alexander [’,, prominent young physicians of Neo- 
desha, Kansne, whose history also appears m this volume; Francee E., and 
Rebeoea, the last named being a twcher in the public schools of Wilson county. 

Mr. Williams united with the church in Pebruary, 1858. He was hcensed 
0 minister in 1873, ordained a deacon in 1880 und an elder in March, 1901. 
His life work indicates his interest in many threads of our domestic fabric and 
throughout his varied career a conscientious regard for justice between man 
and man has permested his soul. 
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JESSE AU MGARDNER—One of the early and honored settlers of Wil- 
son county and a ventlenian whose last thirty-five years have heen passed within 
its burders is Jesse Bumgardner of this review. In 1866 he cast Ina fortunes 
With the Sunflower state, stopping first in Linn county and the following 
yeor coming to Wilson counly and entering a tract of pablic land two and 
three-foarths miles north of Neodesha, which land he deeded and owned till 
1887 when he sold it and took up his residence up on a newer farm in Clifton 
township. Marly in 1002 this irm he aleo made sale of and, in the evening 
of life, has retired lo the village of Roper ta rest alter more than forty years 
of aetive industry. 

Our subject was born in Suimovt county, Ohiv. September 14, 1839, and 
is a son oF Moses and Sarah (Shaffuer) Buingardner, the former a native of 
'Tusearawas county, Ohio, and the latter of Pennsylvania and of German 
parentage, Moses Bumgardner wae a prominent farmer in the early history 
of Tuscarawas county and reared a family of fourteen children of which our 
subject was the third, Tho latter enlisted from Whitley county m the year 
1863 in Company D, 129th Indiana volunteer infantry nder Captain James 
MeDonald. Tle took part in come of the severe fighting of the war, Buazard’s 
Roost, Marietta, Peach Tree Creek, Nushville, Franklin, Burnt Hickory and 
Big Shanty. being some of the points at which he, with his regiment, met the 
enemy, Te was mustered inte the service November 20th, and was discharged 
June §, 1865, at Indianapolis, Indians. He soon after engaged in farming 
in Whitley county, that state, hut a year later he joined interests with the 
creat crowd which was settling the weet and came to Kansas. He arrived in 
Linn county une 14, 1806, and the next spring located near Neodesha. 

February 10. 1861, Mr. Bumgardner married Sarah Beavers in Whit] 
amnty, Indiana. She was born in Marion county, Ohio, August 14, 1843, an 
ig one of nine children, and is the sixth birth. A brother, Isaac Beavers, saw 
much hard service in the 20th Indiana volunteers, was eaptured and imprisoned 
in both Libby and Andersonville prisons. Tive children have been born to Mr 
and Mrs. Bumgardner, viz., Estella, born in Whitley eounty, Indians, June <i, 
1802; Lemuel, barn in Fulton county, Indiana, Mareh 10, 1866; Sadie, horn 
September 28, 18685 William, born November 11, 1869, and Florence, horn 
January a, 1578, 

Mx. aud Mrs. Bumgardner are active members of the Methodist church 
while the former is one of the active and well known Republicans of his 
township, | 


J. CLAUDE MALRTIN—The subject of this brief urticle is one of the 
new and retent settlers of Clifton township. Wilson county. THe was born 
in Henry oounty, Missouri, Noveinher 30, 1877, and is the elder of two children 
of whom Frank Martin was born in the stute of Missouri and was married to 
Julia Renfro. Our subject acquired a liberal education in the common schools 
and passed his life with his parents (ill he attained his majority. In 1899 he 
came ta Woodson vounty, Kansas, and engaged in raising stock, and that 
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with sacvess, ‘Two years later he purchased a fine bottom farm near Roper in 
Wilson county where he is rapidly taking rank with the leading general farmers 
of his towiship. 

July 7, 897, Me. Martin was marriad to Mollie Smith, of Mount Zion, 
Missouri. Mrs. Martin is a daughter of Alexander Smith, a genera) merchant 
of that. place, whose wife was, before marriage, Anna Etinnette, To Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith were born six children of which number Mrs, Martin was the 
second. The latter was, for some years prior to her marriage, a clerk in her 
father’s store and is a lady of intellect and eulture. One child has been born 
to Mr. and Mra. Martin, Gordon F., born April! 21, 1899, 

Mr. Martin’s residence in Wilson county has demonstrated that he has 
the elements necessary to a desirable citizen, His disposition toward those 
unportant improvements which contribute to domestic comforts and which 
add permanency and substantiality to the home is conimendable and adds to 
the valuation and helps the appearance of his township. His youth and vigor 
and push mark him asa man of promise and with a future to be watebed with 
interest, He is a4 Woodman and @ member of church, 


—_—_———— 





JOHN PENNY—One of the young and suecessful farmers of Clifton 
township, Wilson county, is John Penny, of this article, whose birth oecurred 
here Oelober T, 1868. His futher, Solomon A. Penny, came to the state im 
1866 and entered the farm upon which John wae born, obtaining a patent 
for it from the government. The father came to Kansas from the state of 
Tilinois. He was born in the year 1822 and was wurried to Miss Anna EF. 
Tomlin, whose children mumbered two, 

John Penny was the vounger of his parents children. The district school 
provided him with o fair education and the farm has furnished him wich 
a vocation, In 1892 he purchuserd a quarter of land one-half milo sonth of 
Roper which he has improved into a ideal country home. He was married 
November 4, 1891, to Annie Miller, the oldest of a family of four children 
and a daughter of Peter Miller who come to Kansas from Towa about 1867, 
The children of Mr, and Mrs. Penny are Jennie, born January 8, 1893, and 
Blanche, born March 25, 1895. 

Mr, Penny is one of the successful and sale farmers of his locality, His 
industry and integrity are proverbial and this combination has conspired to 
render him a most desirable resident and honored citizen. 





JOHN A, MAGILL—In presenting the brief history of John A. Magill 
we are chronicling the life work of one who has resided within the borders uf 
Wilson vounty for nearly a third of a century. His residence in the state em- 
braces ull the years of its histery since the war, Ottawa being his home from 
his first settlement to the year 1869 when he came to Wilson county. 

Mr, Magill was born in Clinton county, Indiana, eleven miles east oi 
Lafayette, in the month of June, 1841. He comes of old Revolutionary stock, 
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his grandfather, Jolin Magill, of the state of Virginia, being an officer in the 
urmy of Independence. His next to youngest ehild, Cyrus Magill, was the 
father of our subject und wae born in the state of Kentucky, went into Indiana 
in an early day and cleared wp a farm in Clinton county, He married Miss 
Surah Miller who bore him nine children of whom John A. of this review 
is the oldest. 

Mr, Magill grew to manhoud on his father’s farm and during the rebellion 
served! in Company K, llth Indiana vavalry, under Colonel Stewart. Te 
had learned the carpenter's trade before the war and had followed it much till 
luis entry inte the army but on coming out of the service he came west directly 
and] deserted his trade for farming, He entered and deeded the land in 
Wilson county npon which lie has since resided. He has planted a large apple 
orchard, How in bearing, anid has installed a cider wall with a large capacity al 
a cost of 61,000, Te ovcupics a conspicuous position in the agricultural sphere 
of his township, as well as in its politics, to which latler his service of twelve 
termé as township elerl ie largely due. 

Our subject was married in Waseea county, Minnesota to Miss Margaret 
Magill, a distant relative of Lis own family. She was born in Kentucky im the 
month of November, 1829, and wenl to Minnesota in 1856. She was the fourth 
of five children in the fsinily of Sanmel Magill. Four children have beeo 
bern to Mr, and Mrs. Magill, viz. Lana, born Mareh 17, 1862, died Febrnary 
20, 1807; Annie, born November 7, 1863; Elmer §., born October 9, 1867, and 
Clarence ©., born February 26, 1860, 

Mr. Magill takes a warm interest in literature. This disposition is inher- 
iled from an ancestry of authors and people of lutters. He possesses a valnable 
library of books and magazines, the eolleetion of years, upon which it has been 
thu privilege of his family to feast durmy the period of its mental growth and 
development. 


JOHN L, ROGERS—He whose name introduces this personal sketeh is 
well known in lis lovality as a buyer and shipper of stock and has been identi- 
fie] with Wilson county since the vear 1873, He was born in Cowley county, 
RKansus, January 14. 1871, and is u son of RB. . Rogers, of Roper, who married 
Sophia J. Pryor, The father wae born in the state of Ohio, was reared a farmer 
and inarried in 1868 and had five children of which number John L, is the 
oldest. Im 1869 the saner Rogers came to Kiunsas from the state of Ulinois 
and settled in Cowley county. In 1872 he came to Wilson county and is one 
of the well known business men of Batfato. 

Our subject was reared on a farin, After he had passed owt of the com- 
niou schoolg he attended the slate normal school at Emporia, taking the 
academic course. His cdueation finished he engaged in his present business im 
partnership with Samuel Wilson, of Benedict, the firm being known i¢ 
Rogers & Wilson, and this, together with farming, constitutes is occupation 
and employs all his time. 
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Mare G, 1898, Mr, Rogers married Lillie, a danghter of Wiliam Roberts, 
a Kentucky soldier darting the civil war aid in the Federal volunteer iufantry 
servier, The latter was married to Mies Bedina Cox who bore him eix ehildren, 
of whom Mrs. Rogers is the first orn, She is o talented and accomplished 
lady, betmg, for a time, a student in the Western Conservatory of Musie st 
Emporta, Kansas. One child has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, viz., 
Lois. born December 14, 1898, 

Mr. Rogers is onu of the earnest, uctive young Republicans of Wilson 
eounty and has been elveted to allice in his townehip, 





MARTIN MeFARLAN D—The zubject of this eketeh was born Muy 10, 
1840, in Argyleshire-in-Nintire, Scotland. Jlis parents dying when le was 
young he was sent when about vleven years old to live with an wacle, John Me- 
Farland, m Canada, bot remained there only a year when he came to the 
United States, and bewan fo do for humeelf. Ushered thas early on to the 
theater of active life our subject can hardly be said ever to have had a child- 
hood nor did he enjoy any of the useful training which comes to most of te 
during that period and whieh if not received then is so bard to acquire im 
after years. As to education he got next to none and what he learned a& to 
gol morils and proper deportment came to him seoond hand and largely vs a 
matter of observation. At first he was compelled to work for his keep doing 
chores and light Farm work and later reeeiving small wages, these being 
inereasod with his advance in years but never inereased to a point where his 
earnings would give him any time to attend school or enable him to take 
n special course in tnanuel training even supposing that without proper advite 
and direction he would have felt inelined ta attend school or take wp anv 
special work calling for skilled lnbor, Working about from year to year he 
found himself at the oge of twenty-three in Alton, Phimeis, which at that. 
time was the seene of much activity and military display in connection with 
the civil war then in progress. The stand Owen Lovejoy had taken with his 
paper on the issues of the war and the aets of violence whieh his strong ad- 
vouacy of the Union cause had brought about had attracted the attention of the 
entire country to Alton and had served te make it a rallying point for volun- 
tecrs and as it were, the seat of patriotic enthusiasm. Young McFarland enter- 
ed the Union army February 10, 1864, at Alton, enlisting in Company M, 10th 
INimois cavalry. His company was later consolidated with Company C, same 
regiment, and being dasigned te duty in the Western department saw service 
in Arkansas and along the Mississippi river, Tt was engeged mostly in scouling 
and outpost duty in that species of military operations commonly called 
‘horder warfare,” the kind of warfare where mobility of forces, individual fleet- 
ness of foot and ability to shoot an enemy at an angle of ninety degrees behind 
a tree and to dodge a bullet from the same source counted for more than pre- 
cision of movement in boily, elegance of appearance or willingness to respond 
to the bugle call to arms The tactics practiced in this sort of warfare were 
not laid down in the books nor could the soldier be best fitted for it hy the rules 
of war, There the man connted for everything, the army for nothing. Quick- 
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ness of perception, resourcefulness, great powers of physical enduranee, and 
‘i qertain dare-devil spirit coupled with some diseretion, were the qualities that 
Ntted one for the service and marked the distinetivn between the success and 
failure, Jn this field of operations our subject served from the date of his 
enlistment till Uie close of the war, being mustered ont November 22, 1865, at 
nan Antonio, Texas, whither his regiment had been sent as part of an army of 
aclens in conseyacnce of the Maximillian troubles then gomg on in 
ALENTCO. 

Returning to Uhnois Mr. MeFarland remained there {ill the spring cf 
1869 when he came to Wansas and located in Wilson eounty. On settling in 
this county he took w= a elaim the northeast quarter of section 12, township 
29. rtuge 17% east, which was then vacant land and on which he established him- 
self in bachelor quarters and undertook the urduous task of improving it and 
making of it a home. Hie early strneeles were such as most of the earl 
settlers went through and were characterized by everything in the way of hati 
ships except actual starvation, but he weathered it through, never losing con- 
fidence either in the soil of Wilsou county or in hie ability to make it yield bim 
a competenes in the course of time; and grounded in sueh faith and reinforesd 
with plenty of Seotch tenacity and the habits of industry and thrift, which 
have come to him asa heritage from his Seetch antecedents, he has made out uf 
the virgin soil of lus prairie claim one of the beet farms in Chetopa township 
—100) sweres—half of which is under plow, and all of if fenced and cross- 
fimeed and having a comfortable dwelling: large barn and numerous onut- 
hutldings, orchard and an abundance of shade and orvamental trees. Mr, Me- 
Farland has heen engaged all these years in farming and stock raising and has 
met with mere than ordinary success heing one of the few old settlere who have 
profited by his long residence in the county and the early advantages wccrameg 
therefrom. He hae filled some lneal offices, the principal of which ia that of 
township treasnrer whieh he has held for the past six years und he manifests 
i hecoming interest in everything looking to the betterment of the community 
in which he lives. A Republican in politics he cast his first vote, for president, 
for Grant in 1868 and lus voted the Republicun ticket without « break in all 
national elowtions since that time. He belongs also to the G. A. R. 

December 25, 1874, Mr. MeFarland married Miss Suess Hale, then of 
Wilson county, Kansas, but a native of Pulaski county, Sentucky, whence 
her parents, Benjamin and Catherine Hale migrated to Indiana where tha 
father died, the mother moving thenee with the family to Kansas m the fail 
of 186) and settling in Wilson county. Mr. and Mrs. McFarland are bolh 
members of the United Brethren ehurel. 


ANDREW J, TLLEXON, Deevosed—Whatever measure of honor the people 
of this and succeeding: generations are willing to accord the soldiers of the 
Union army and the early settlers of Kansas a reasonable portion of it can with 
strict justice be bestowed on the name of Andrey J, Hixon; for he was both 
and performed services as such which ought not to be forgotten. He was 
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i man of preat ability, elewlfast of purpose, positively without fear. although 
stern, & lond, indulgent parent. It fell to his lot to pass some of his years 
amidet the stirring scenes of his country’s history and the fact that he dis- 
charged most faithfully his dutive in whatever capacity he was called to act is 
vertainiy o matter of credit to him mand onght to be a source of gratitication to 
all who loye their country and their fullowmen and take pleasure in svemg 
duty well dong. 

Mr, ILixon was born in Jefferson county, Virginia, August 15, 1830, His 
parents were Wiliam and denmnie Hixon who were natives of Virginia and 
who migrated Trom that state when Andrew wae only o child, settling first in 
Kentucky and moving ufterwarde to Tennvssee where they spent their later 
lives, and there died. ‘They were of course carly eettlers in each of the states 
named, wid the father bwing a stieving, energetic, good business man, succeeded 
in accumulating considerable amount of property, chiefly in lands, which, 
nade his descendants wppreciute the possible value thereol, would have made 
lifu imel: easier for (hem. But like their parents when they grew up they be- 
vame restless, wanted to move on to the frontier and so abandoned their claims 
to the large military tracts of lund which he bought up and went on to the new 
evantry. 

inate Hixon’s mother died when he was a baby and he left home on 
account of his father’s second wife. Although idolized by his parent he went 
out inte the world alone to make his fortune and onder no consideration would 
he stay at home. 

So it came about that the subjeet of this sketch went to the “Illinois 
Conntry” about the tine of reaching his majority and never in fact returned 
but once either to Kentueky or Tennessee to look after his interest in his 
father’s estate after the latter's death. He married Jane Filkey in Friends- 
ville, Wabash county, [lingis, July 12, 1856, and having settled on a farm 
was engaged in the pursuits of agriculture when the war came on. 

Living in a section of the state where public sentiment was strong in 
favor of the Union and heing himself a pronounced Union man Mr. Hixon 
entered the service enlisting January 1, 1862, in Company A, 62nd Illinois 
volunteer infantry, He was in the army only a year when he was discharged 
on account of a Jung trouble cemtracted in the service and from which he ever 
after was u sufferer and which finally lod to his death. 

lo the fall of 1806 Mr. Hixon came to Kansas and stopped a year on the 
Neosho river in Allen county, and then on December 7, 1867, took up his 
parniment abode on the breaks of Chetopa Creek in what is now Chetopa 
township. Wilson enimiy. He was one of the earliest settlers of that locality 
and shared with hie acighbors (he privations and hardships incident to the set- 
tling of the country, He diced on the place he settled on the $th of January, 
1877. Naver vigorons after coming out of the army, for four years before his 
dvath he wae a eoniirmed invalid. He left surviving’ him a widow and four 
sone, the widow still living, a sprightly, intelligent and interesting lady who 
has borne her cares with equanimity and shows but little trace of what she hus 
gone through. Mrs, Flixon was born in Sandusky county, Ohio. Her par- 
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ents were Samuel and Marv VFilkey who nwved te Illinois and settled in 

Friendavills, Wabash eounty, when she was a girl. Mr. and Mrs. Hixon’s olf- 

spring ure James W., who married Matlie, danghter of Edward and Sarah 

Guthrie; George |, who niartied Etta, daughter of John W. and Jane Floyd, 

ani ts now deceased; William If. whe inurried Clara Bailey an orphan, and 

peas E, who married Clementine, daughter of Elizabeth Olester and James 
ayden, 


CN SS 


REV, THOMAS MILLER—Vew men are more widely and favorably 
known among the old settlers of Wilson county than the Rey. Thomas Miller, 
of Guilford township, and justly <0, for few men of the county have labored 
more unselfishly aml none more towards the moral and religious up-lifting of 
his fellow men than he has. Dis work as a minister has been largely a labor of 
love, but it has been none the Jess faithfully done and if he las not met with 
much reward in this world he certainly should and will receive @ proper re- 
ward in the next. 

Thomas Miller was born in Flenting county, Kentucky, April 28, 1830, 
His fathigr was Thomas Miller and his mother bore the maiden name of 
Catherine Arnold, the father a native of Pennsylvania and the mother of 
Virginia and descendants of early settled fainilies of those states. -Our subject’ 
grandfathers, William Miller and Charles Arnold. were Revolutionary saldiers, 
and all hie people were noted for their patriotism, steady-gorng habits, strict 
piety and devotion to their families. The physical as well as moral fiber was 
strong, and all of them lived to great ages, his prandparents dying at about 
the age of ninety, his father at the age of oinety-one and his mother at the 
aye of minety-five. 

Thomas. Miller of this review was one of a family of nine sons and three 
diughters all of whom became grown and filled useful places in society. He 
was reared in Kentucky and accompanied his parents When w young man in 
1852 to Indiana, settling in Marion county, He there married Mary, a daugh- 
ter of James and Cynthia Barnhill, on the 25th day of October, 1858, and 
settling on a farm ungaged in farming till he entered the army, He enlisted 
in August, 1862, in Company K, 70th Indiana volunteer infantry and saw 
service both in the Department of the Ohio and with the army of the Cum- 
herland, taking part in the operations about Bowling Green, Kentucky, Nash- 
ville, Gallatin, Pilot Knoh, Leverne aiid Chattanooga, Tennessee. lhe Atlanta 
campaign, the mareh to the sea and the Carolin campaigne, being m active 
service from the date of his enlistment till thu close of the war. He was (is- 
charged af Indianapolis in June, 1805, 

Mr. Miller caine to Kansas in October, 1608, and in February following 
settled in Guilford Jownship, Wilson county, whore he took a claim and has 
ainee lived. Te has been ¢ngaged in farming and stock-raising in a small way 
and in the ministry, He was one of the first ministers to preach the gospel in 
Wilson county and has donw a great deal of church work im this and adjoining 
counts. Mr. Miller joined the New Light chureh in Indiana in 1852? and 
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when that denomination was consolidated with the Christian or Desciple 
churely he became a member of the latter and after coming to Kansas took sp 
the ministry in it. Ee rode fur and near in an carly day preaching and teach- 
ing in trae apostolic style and ae he believer! ty true apostolic spirit, and the 
wood Ne las Bane no une will attenpt to measure. To an earlier day he met 
with the people and preached wherever they would meet to hear him and 
without reference to denominational lines, But later ae the country settled 
up and tle members of bie charch leeame desirous of affecting charch organi- 
gtions he organized ehurches al Lufoutaine, High Prairie, Buffalo, Altoona, 
Verdi, Long Mound, at all of which places und at many others throughout 
Wilson and adjoining counties he preached the gospel and pointed the way of 
silyation for more than thirty vears. He has probably preached more sermons, 
baptised more converts, married tore couples und officiated at more funerals, 
than wy other mun in Wilson county. Old settlers say so at any rate. 

On July 20, 1808. Mr. Miller lost his excellent wife she dying in the six- 
licth year of her age. Mr. and Mre. Miller had born to them three sons and 
live daughters, (one son and two daughters died young. The five living are 
all vow grown and most of them are married. These are Catherine Ann, wife 
of Charloe B. Pare; John R.: Sarah Elizabeth, wife of Edward Gray; James 
T., und Merey M., wife of Charles Smith. 


WILLIAM J. GILLA'TT—The enbject of this sketch while nol an old 
avttler of Wilson county, belongs, nevertheloss, in the calegory of respected 
citizens of the same, and, measured by the length of his residence and his 
opportunities, has done his full share towards the development of the locality 
where hy lives and the forthermy of all its interests, and should therefore 
have reeornition in this work. 

Mr. Gillett was born in Madison county, Illinois, November 6, 1849. Tis 
father wae Homer L. Gillett and his mother before marriage Klizabeth Arn 
Renfro, both natives of Muclisun county, Tlinois. born, the father in 1825, and 
the mothee about 1827, Both the Gillett and Renfro families settled in 
Madison county, Ilinois. early in the laat century, the former about 1818 
and thy latter about 1820, coming from Now York state. hey were the plain 
people of the country being for the most purb farmers, possessing some means, 
industrious, upright in conduct and holding inna fair degree the respect of thee 
neighbors. Onr enbject’s molher died when he was small, the father many 
years later—Angust 27, 1872. 

Wm. J, Gillett whe reared in Jefferson county, Dlinois, and there, on 
Fobruary 15, 1872, married Sarah L. Copple, born im Marion county, Illinois, 
and a. daughter of James H. and Frances (Hamlin) Copple, and settling on 
a farm in Washington county. Illinois, there lived till he came to Kansas in 
the fall of 1884. On inoving to Wilson county, this state, he bought the north- 
west quarter of section 1. township 29, range 16, where he took up his residence 
and lias lived for the past eighteen years. He has been engaged all his life 
in farming and stock-raising and has met wilh reasonable success. He has been 
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townehip treasurer and menher of the school beard since settling in Chetopa 
township and has taken an active interest in all matters pertaining to the wel- 
fare of his community. 

Te belongs te the Modern Woodmen and the Methodist chareh, and in 
oe is independent, though having mosh of his life voled the Republican 
Ticket. : 

On September 12, 1897, Mr, Gilleth's wile died. leaving two sons and one 
daughter, Willy H., Cora A. anil Fred &. Wilber H. married Eva Rethnan, 
and Cora A, is the wife of W. A. Gamble. Both sons remain at home and the 
daughter lives near. 


JOHN M. SHERMAN—The subject of this sketch was born in Kriv 
county, Pennsylvania, Devember 10, 1826. Tis father was Nathan Sherman 
and lis mother, before marriage, Mary Osborn, both of whom were natives 
of New York and descendants of old York state stock. Our subject's grand- 
fathers, Nathan Sherman and Joseph Osborn, were soldiers in the war of 1812, 
early settlers in Weetern Pennsylvania, farmers by ocenpation, and fairly 
well-to-do, Thay spent (heir middle and later life in Pennsylvania and there 
died well advanevd in years, as did also his parents. 

John M. Sherman was the fourth in age of o family of six children born 
to Ins parents, und is the only one of the number now living. The eldest a 
daughter, Juliet, was married to a man named Porter: the olliers were sons, 
Alfonzo, Joseph, Nathan L.. and Oliver, and all with the exception of Oliver 
died in Pennsylvania where their descendants, many in number and prominent 
as citizens, now live. Oliver Sherman settled about 1883 in Wilson county, 
Kansas, where he died. 

John M. Sherman was reared in his native state and in September, 18446, 
married Susan Pettis of Erie county, Pennsylvania. On beginning life for 
himself he engaged in the lumber business in Western Pennsylvania and fol- 
lowed it with q fair degree of eneeess for many years, luter faking up farming. 
In 18 ho moved to Miszouri where he resided till 1882, coming thence To 
Kansas and settling in Wilson county where he has since resided. He owns a 
form of 160 acres in Chotopa township which js well improved and on which 
he has lived for the past twenty years. 

1 Tie has met with fair snecess and is well respected as au eitizen and 
neighbor. 

In [884 he touk tor his second wife Mre, Mary W. Baughman, widow of 
DD. 2. Baughman, who settled in Wilson county in 1874, The present Mrs. 
Sherinan was born in Bueks county, Pennsylvania. There is no issue of the 
aecund marriage, but by his first marriage Mr. Sherman has a son, Nathan, 
who lives in Permsylvania and a daughter, Eva, who is now Mrs. W. EL Sleeves 
of Wilson county, Kansas. 

My. Sherinan has never held public office and has but little to de with 
public affairs. He offered his services to the Union at the outhreak of hostill- 
tive during the civil war bat was rejected on account of rheumatic troubles. 
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He then offered te hire a substitute but this offer was declined on the ground 
that not heing eligthle for serviee himeelf it would hardly be fair to aeeept a 
substitute for him. He was a stauneh supporter of the Union cause, however, 
and gave of his means to its support and further its interests m every way ve 
could. He east bis first vote for president, for General Taylor in 1848 and 
voted the Whig ticket till the dislotegration of that party. ‘Then casting his 
lot with the Republican party he has voted with it since THe has voted for 
thirteen presidents, Tle jouer the CTiristian ehureh when he was fourteen 
vears old and has beew a consistent member of the sane for more than a half 
COMTIEY, 


FRED BLAKER—The subject of this sketch was born in Sehleswis- 
Holstien, Germany, August 3, 1811, Elis parents were Charles aud Catherine 
Blaker, of the same place and of pure German elock. His father was a must- 
elm and served as such in the German aru for a munber of years. Coming 
to the United States in 1852 he settled in Scott county, lewa, and died at 
Davenport in 1858 aged fifty. The mother came to Wilson county, Kansas, 
in 1877 and died in that county in 1889 at the age of seventy-eight. 

Fred Blaker passed bis youth in Septt county, Towa. To August, L862, 
he entered the Caion army from Jackson county, culisting in Company B., dst 
lows infantry, His regiment was aesizned to ditty as part of the Pifteenth 
army corpe and saw its first service along the Mississippi river and later in 
Tennessee and Georgia. Tt took part in the attempt to capture Vieksburg in 
the winter of 1862-3, was in the siege of that place the following simmer, was 
in all the operations abont Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain and Missionary 
Ridwe, the Athinta campaign und in the march to the sea in all of whieh Mr. 
Blaker shared its fortunes down to Savammal. There he received a gunshot 
wound in the right shoulder trom the effeets of which he lay in the hospital 
four months, and thus misse! the campaigns in the Carolinas. We was mus- 
tered out at Louisville, Kentucky, and received lus discharge af Davenport, 
lowa, July, 1865. 

On the Sra of June, 1808, Mr. Blaker married Ellen Streets of Jackson 
county, lowa, a daughter of Calvm Streets (see eketch of him elsewhere in 
this work) and in 1871 moved fo Kansas ani settled in Wilson county where 
his fatheran-law had settled two vears before. He lived in the Streets home- 
stead two years after comimg (to the eounty and then in 1873 bought of Rick 
Stofferd one hundred and sixty acree of land in section 17, township 29, range 
16, on whieh oe settled and has since lived. Settlement was made by Stafford 
an this pleee of land in 1869 at which time he hegan improvements on the 
place but these had not progressed very far when the place came into Mr, 
Hlaker’s possession, some cight ar ten aerest shrohhed out, a log shanty 12x14 
fet and a tumbled-lown rail fence being all there was. He has devoted the 
West energies of is life to reducing the place to cultivation, improving it 
with a suitable class of farm buildings and making of if a home—and in this 
he has succeeded in a marked degree laying one of the beet farme in that 
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section of the eountry where good farms are abundant, The hes given hia 
time and attention wholly to bie farming and stock mterests, never having 
filled poblic office or sought to attract public notice. In National elections 
he generally supports the Demooratio ticket but in local wffairs he pays Int 
little attention to party lines, giving his support te whatever men and meas 
ures seem to him to best subserve the public good, 

Mr. Blaker lost his wife in JA7) her death oceurrmg on the 12th day 
of February that year. She lett surviving her one son and three daughters, 
namely, Susan the wife of Simon TWudson, George, Dora, the wife of Bert 
Jones, and Belle, Th L886 Mr, Blaker married Mrs. Anna Jones of Wilson 
county, but has no issue of this marrige. 


JOLIN U, PRANKENBERY—Of Codar township, Wilson county, was 
born July 2, 1847, in Huntington county, Pennsylvania. His father was 
Samuel L. Frankenbery and his mother bore the maiden name of Eliza Me- 
Vette. Samuel L. Frankenbery moved with his family abont 1850 to Tinois 
and settled in MeDonough county, and there the boyhood and youth of John 
U. were passed. He was brought op on the farm, und at the age of seventeen 
entered the Union army enlisting, January, 1864, in Company H,, Captam 
Samuel MeConnell, 119th MWhnois iofantry commanded by Colonel Kinney. 
This regiment was assigned to the Sixteenth army corps us a reserve and held 
for reinforcaments. Tf, in consequence, covered a wide area im its operations 
and had an sctive and varied experience throughout the period of ita servive. 
It took part. in the operations about Vicksburg and Meridian, Mississippi— 
was in the Red River expedition—the movement against Memphis, Tennessee, 
the campaign into Missouri after Price—thoe fight at Nashville, Tennessee, 
December 14 and 1f, 180d, when Hood was routed and finally participated tn 
the siege of Mobile, Alabama, and was present at the fall of Fort Blakesley. 
Mr. Frankenboery was with his regiment throughout the period of its service 
and |nid down orms at the general surrender, his dintrarsre bearing date 
August 26, 1865, In the spring of 1867 he came to Kansaze and December 
following settled in Cedar township, Wilson county, taking os a claim o 
quarter of section 19. township 16, range 29. This was before there were any 
towne in the county and when the people who lad cast their lot m the new 
vounliy were confined to the se(Uements along the Verdigris from Coyyille to 
old Verdi. Mr. Vrankenbery wae then single and made only such settlement 
on his claim as was necessary to hold it, but tmpreved it a little from year to 
year tntil by the lime of his murriage about three years Inter he had it jn 
snitable condition to be called a home. THis experience was such as fell to 
the lot of the early settlers, there Weing plenty of hardships and privations 
imiterwoeven with which were sume ol the ruder pleasures and pastimes of life 
Whatever doties his hands found lo do he performed with cheerfulness and 
cradilably ta himeellf, aecepling as no less his due the pleasures that fortune 
threw in his way. Mr. Frankenbery has always been a farmer and has met 
with reasonably good gaceess ae such, 
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He married April 24, 1870, Miss Tulda Streets, then of Wilson county, 
Kansas, but « native of Jackson tounty, Iowa. Mrs. Frankenbery i isa daughter 
of Calyin Streets, notice of whom appears elsewhere in this volume, The 
issue of this unien has been a family of six ehildren—Frederick Thomas, 
William Walter, Frank, Lola, Trene and Benjamin. Mr, Frankenbery is a 
member of the Q. A. R. and a Republican in politics. ‘Che father of the subject 
of this sketeuh who came to Kansas about the beginning of the war and ecttled 
al Neosho Falls, Woodsen county, Inter moved to the Chickasaw Nation where 
he died. wo brothers of Mr, Frankenbery, Samuel and Enos, also came to 
Kansas, the former dying in Wilson county. 


SYLVESTER L. CHAMBERLAIN—'The subject of this sketch, an old 
settler of Cedar township, Wilson county, was born in Licking county, Ohio, 
November 11, 1845, and is a son of William and Blizabeth Chamberlain, who 
wore also natives of Ticking county, Ohie, and were members of early settled 
faynilios of that looality. 

William Chamberlain moved with his family to Kansas in 1857 and set- 
tled on Pony Creek in Brown county where the youth of the subject of this 
sketeh was passed. The family was part of the advance guard of Free- 
Sellers by whom that seetion of the state was settled and whose experieness 
with the slave-holders go to make wp the most interesting and thrilling episodes 
i) Kansas history, The senior Chamberlain was identified with the “under- 
ground railway” seheme and Was an active and enthusiastic supporter of 
every mnedsure looking to the advancement of the Free-soil interest. 

Reared onder such conditions if was only natural that the sympathies sf 
Sylvester L, Chamberlain should be with the cause of the Union and he was 
in fact a soldier in spirit before he wes eligible to bear arms, THe entered the 
army in Oetober, ISt+. oolistiug in Company BE, 2nd Towa infantry, and lis 
command being ordered at once to the front Le reached the scene of active 
hostilitivs immediately after the fall of Atlanta. TTe was with Sherinan in 
the mureh to the sen amd in the Carolina campaigns sharmp the fortunes of his 
revitient in camp and on the field till the close of the war, being mustered 
out oear Lowsville. Kentucky. and reeeiying lis discharge July 12, 1865, at 
Davenport, Lowa, 

After the war Mr. Chamberlain returned to Kansas and after stopping 
a short time in Brown county moved with his father’s family to Linn county, 
There Joly 22, 1866, be married Maev Margaret Mlankinship, a daughter of 
John and Arteminsy Blankinship, whe migrated from North Carolina +o 
Missouri in 1858 aud in 1865 came to Kansas, 

Atter a residence of foar years in Linn county, Mir. Chamberlain moved 
in the spring of 1869 to Wilson county and settled where he now lives in 
Cedur township. As was the ease with all the old settlers his belongings 
ut that time consisted of a wagon and leam, a little household furnitare and 
# hondred or two dollars in money. For fifty dollars he purchased a claim 
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of Goo. W. Hatler whieh had on if in the way of improvements a log cabin 
twelve feet square, a patch of ground hardly big enongh for a garden spot 
with a tumbled down rail fenee around it, He later deeded the claim and 
hae improved it till he has one of the best farms in that part of the township 
having reduced eighty acres of it lo cultivation and udded by purehase eighty 
acres mljoining making his farme 240 were. Lere he bas been engaged 
in farming and stockraising for the past (hitty-three years and has met with 
reasonably good success, 

Though one of the early day faunlies of Kansas but few representatives 
of the Chamberlains remain. William, father of Sylvester L. died in Linn 
county m 1865, his wife, mother of the subject of this sketch, baving died 
in Ohio before the family’s removal to Kansas. There was one daughter, 
Melissa Who was married, moved away and has bean lost track of. Mr, Cham- 
herlain’s own immediate family consists of ten children of which seven still 
may ag A datyhter diol at the age of severiteen years and two died in 
nfanev. 

In polities Mr. Clainberlain is a Repnblican and in National elections 
lie always voted the ticket etratyht and is nol inclined to wake exceptions in 
local matters, though he sometimes does 30 when sutistied that the best inter- 
ests of the community demand. if, 


JAMES K. POTTER—Numbered among the suecessful farmers of Fall 
Kiver townelip is James BK, Potter whose residence in Wilson county dates 
from the year L479. For twenty-three years he has been a worthy and valuable 
member of the community in which he lives and tn these years of hie spirit of 
western push and industry he has taken rank among the substantial men 
of his municipality, 

Born ip the county of Westmorland, state of Pennsylvania, Mr, Potters 
natal day day wae August 21, 1848, He is of Trish and German stock for 
hie father, William Potter, was an Lrishmian and his mother, nee Charlotte 
Trough, was of Gerinan parentage, William Potter followed the trade of a 
tanner in Wis carly life lat drifted into farming and died as a farmer in 1848 
at fifty-six years of aye, Eis wife lived to be seventy-eight years of age, Of 
their eight children our subject was the seventh born; four are yet living. _ 

The common schools of his native state furnished James EF, Potter with 
his vduentional faeilities. His start in life was made as a farm hand by the 
tionth. He emigrated to Hancock county, Illinois, in 1868 where he was In 
the employ of Isane Bliss for six years continuously, The means which he was 
enable] to aecumulate by his mduetry in thal state he brought with him to 
Kansas in 1878. He settled first in Chauteugna county where he remained 
one year, coming thenee to Wilson county and purchasing an eighty acre tract 
one mile from hig present home, He ig now situated four miles west of 
Fredonia and owns a farm of five hondred and thirty-three acres, chiefly the 
result of his efforts in Kunsas. Grain raising and stock raising constitute the 
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resources OF his Tarn and lave brought him to fis present stute of industrial 
iadependenes, 

Mr, Potter was anarrivd in 1875 to Mary BE, Watt, « native of Tuneovk 
county, Ulinois, and a daughter of Rebert and Elizabeth (vans) Watt. Penn- 
syl¥ania people. In 1849 the latter moved into IDinois where the father died 
in 1879 wt sixty-eight years and the mother at seventy-five years. Charles and 
Wilson Watt and Mrs, Potter are the only survivors of eight children. I» his 
young manhood Mr. Watt, Sr, waa a locomotive engineer but he left the road 
ant farmed for many years before his death. 

Bight children lave been born to Mr. and Mrs. Potter, namely, Lottie, 
of California; Rinna, a stenographer of Kansas City, Missouri; Rebert who 
died at four yours; Areyl, who died at the age of thirteen: Charles, Minnie, 
Uelen and Ollie. 

In his relations to the public Mr. Potter has been aimcere and active. He 
is well known as a Republican and has been chosen to fill positions of trust 
in his township, having served as trustee and treasurer, and has aided many 
friends to attam b&) their highesf ambition—a public offer, 


WILLIAM SPENCE R—The present probate judge of Wilson county was 
horn in Barren county, Kentucky, October 2, 1839. His parents are George 
am) Teabella (Reniek) Spencer, the mother being an honored and venerable 
resident of Wilson county, Kansas. The father and mother were both born 
in Kentucky, the former in 18— and the latter in 1817. The father was a 
son of Samuel Spencer, a native of Virginia and a pioncer to Kentucky, and 
the mother is a daughter of James W_ Renick, a representative of one of the 
old and honorable families of the “Corn Cracker” state. 

George M. Spencer, onr subjects father, came fo Kansas in 1870 and 
settled in Wilson county, dying seven years later at the age of sixty years, Te 
and his wife were members of church and were honored and highly respected 
wherever known, ‘Their living children are William; James H.: John W.; 
Robert 8., ex-county superintendent of Wilson county; George W., and Nansy 
J., who married Michacl MeGrath. All reside in Wilson county, Kansas. 

William Spencer aequired his edyeation ehiefly in Camden Seminary in 
his native state andl, owing to the oiyil war, did not complete a full course, In 
October, 1861, he enlisted in Company PF, 21st Kentucky volunteer infantry 
gnd was in battle, first, at Stone River, where his regiment was one of the heavy 
losers. At Missionary Ridge the regiment was not so exposed, being held in 
reserve, and was not so badly eut to pieces, The relief of Burnside at Knox- 
ville was an expedition and engagement that our subject participated in and 
following this his regiment returned to Chattonooga and began ite work on the 
Atlanta campaign, in which the troops were almost one hundred days and 
nights wnder fire. From the siege and capture of Atlanta the 21st Kentuoky 
formed a part of General Thomas’ army and was engaged at Franklin and 
Nashville. but Mr. Spencer was on detached duty and was not in the former 
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battle. The battle of Nashville was one of the heavy engagements of the war 
and was important in that one of the armies of the Confederacy was practically 
destroyed and Mr, Speneer’s regiment did its share of the work. It follow 
the remnant ef Hood’s army to Huntsville, Alabama, and went into winter 
quarters there. While there our subject's time expired and he left the service 
Fle was mustered into the service as second lieutenant of his company and was 
promoted to first lieutenant February 1, 1862, and was discharged as such 
near the middle of February, 1865. } 

Returning to Kentucky Mr. Spencer engaged in farming and continudd 
it there till the fall of 1868 when he sought Kansas as a home, settling im 
Anderzon county, at Garnett. In August 1869 he came te Wilson county where 
he has reaiderl almost continuously sinee. He is widely known as a farmer 
aud movater, having been ordained in the fall of 1877 as a minister of tho 
Comberland Presbyterian church. He has served Tleasant Grove congrogation 
of that denomination—six miles southwest of Fredonia—almost since ordina- 
fon and has had charge of other congregations al intervals in that time. 

Febriary 9, 1864, Tudge Spencer was wniited in marriage with Martha A, 
Glass, of Barren county, Kentucky, and a daughter of Stephen Glass and 
Lucinda Sartin, native Kentucky people, Of this union nine children have 
been hern, five of which are living, as follows. Mollie B. wife of A, R, 
Knowles, of Wilson county. has one child, Mershel 8.; Nannie C.. Mrs. J. W, 
Wade of the same county, has three children. Silvia, Goldie and Ruhie; Lillie 
F.; Martha A.. who married TH, i, Hiatt, of Wilson county, and bas one chil, 
ag and William, Those deceased sre Ewing K., Minnie, Lucinda C., and 

a M, 

Judge Spencer is a Mason, a member of Phil Kearney Post, G. A, R., of 
which he is Sr. Vice, and he is Stated Clerk and Treasurer of his church jin 
the Kansas Preshytery, synod of this state. He is highly esteemed in Republi- 
can polities and was elected probate judge in 1900. 


CHARLES A. STAFFORD—I1 is appropriate, in a work of this charac- 
ter, to deal impartially and generously with ihe man behind the counter, for 
ho is a potent factor in providing the momentum which “moves things” im 
his town and an interesting porsonel in the miscellaneous makeup of his com- 
munity, What is tre of one locality is trae of all in this respect and in this 
brief article if is our purpose to set out the main facts of family history of 
Charles A. Stafford, of Altoona, and something pertinent regarding his connee- 
tion with his town and county, 

Mr. Stafford was born in Marion, (Indiana, January 7, 1862. His father 
was Eli Stafford and his mother Sarah Kurta, both Ohio people, the former of 
Highland and the latter of Miarui county, The former was born August 16, 
1828, acquired a good education and was a man of splendid mental attam- 
ments. He started life us a teacher, studied surveying and civil engmeecring 
and did much work in his line in his native coutty and in Delaware county, 
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Jidiana, uw both of which counties he was frequently elected county surveyor. 
In the latter county he alse served a term aé county superintendent of public 
tustruction and tn euch and every office held he made o reputation as an offi- 
went and honest servant of the people. He desired to enlist for serviee in the 
rebellion but his piedieal examination disclosed a defect in his constitution 
and he was rejected but sueveeded in getting into the home guard of Ohio, 
In T8838 fhe came to Natsas and settled in Wilson county where he was soon 
callod to the surveyor’s office in which he served two terms as a county official, 
His character was such that mot only his official acts will long be remembered 
but his personality alsv, and when he died on the Sth of May, 18{6, 16 was the 
Whatiimous yerdict that “n good man hws fallen.” He reared his lumily to 
know the right und to do it. and tstructed them in the cardinal principles 
of Christianity. He and his wife were both memburs of the Methodist church 
in which organization he was a useful survant. His widow resides in Law- 
renee, Kansas, where her few respisiniog members of her honsehold are having 
prime wineational privileges. Seven children were born to this worthy couple, 
viz., Antu, wife of F. 1. Jeane, of TLillshore, Ohio; C. A. our enbject; Luella, 
who marriad P.O. Wilkineon, of Cinctunati; eesie, who died at tweuty-two 
years of age; Oren, professor of chemistry in the Oregon state wniversity ; 
and Mabel, ane efficient cencral eeoretary of the Y. W. C. A., at this writing ‘no 
charge of the work of the Faeitio coast; and Helen, a student, of the Kansas 
state university, class of 103. 

Mr. Stafford of this mention was educated in the high school at ITilleboro, 
Ohio, and in the Ohi state imiversity as far as the junior year. Like his 
father, he hogan life as a teacher in Ohio and, atter he came to Kansas, he 
taught one term in the Altoona schools. Having acquired a knowledge of en- 
vincering from his father he drifted into that business in the employ of the 
Missouri Pacific railway coupany with whom he continued two years. He 
then, in 1888, engaged in the mercantile business in Altoona. His sucoess 
Trom the beginning of his venture was marked and he has remained in un- 
disturbed possession af a good and growing business. In 1897 he was a 
heavy loser by fire, his stock being only partially insured, but out of the very 
ashes of his old stovk, so to speak, sprang a new one and the business of the 
new plaice has prospervd eyen better than that of the old. 

September 19, 1588, Mr, Stafford was married to Miss Mary F. Wright, 
a native of Indiana, and 4 daughter of M, D. and Lydia (Tosdick) Wright, of 
lic City, Kansas. Four children haye come to bless this union, as follows. 
rerald W.. Charles, Jr. Royal and Leo. Our subject and his wife are members 
of church aud they are lenown us consistent Methodists, In fraternal matters 
he ig a Modern Woodman and lie was the president of the first. Wilson county 
wndiety of dint order. In politics he is a zealous and earnest Republican. 


GEORGE K. BIDEAU—The efficient principal of the public schools of 
BRuifalo, Kansas. who, in 1901, closed his fourteenth year at that point, is the 
honored subjeet of this review, Although he was born in Ohio he has passed 
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his youth and manhood in Kansas and haz been a part of the educational 
stricture of this state for more than twenty years. Massilon, Ohio, was his 
native place and hig parents are Jozeph S. und Kate (Kelley) Bideau, of Rose, 
Kansas, The father was an Ohioan and the mother a Pennsylvanian, and the 
former, in lis early life, was a earpenter contractor, having erected, under 
vonlract, moun other buildings, the Tusewll shops at Maseilon, one of the 
largest implement factories in that part of the country. He brought his 
family to Kansas ni ATO, and purchased « fine farm at Rose, Woodson county, 
where he resides in somi-retirement, 


(roorge K. Birlean is one of three children and was educated chiefly at the 
state normal school, Emporia. Tis first elfort at teaching was in a country 
schon! about the vear 1881, Ln the fall of 1885 he became principal of the 
Birtfalo schools and lias filled the position continuously sinee, except the year 
1890-91, thus place fourteen successful years’ work to his eredit in this little 
city. The schools have three departaents and @ course of studies is in use 
which carries the pupil three years above the common school work. Graduates 
of the school are only one year short on the worl: required ty enter them in the 
freshinan class in regular college work. Mr, Bideau is really the father of 
this school. When he canie to i ib embraced a single department, ungraded 
and almost unorganized. Its one hundred and forty pupils now, are all 
properly ¢lossified and are following a well directed plan of edueation and 
when the end of the coursu hag been reached a pupil is well equipped for the 
dutics of u good citizm. Besides hie long service as teacher in Buffalo, he 
taught one year in New Albany and one vear in Altoona, Wilson county, mal 
jug twenty-two years teaching. 

Mr. mdean was married in 1889 to Miss Jenme Tale, » daughter of 
Joseph A. Hale, of Yates Center, a Free Will Baptist mimeter. Two children 
have resulted from this union. Edith M, and Edwin H, Mr. ond Mre. Bideau 
are members of the M_ KE, church of Buffalo, 


Mr, Bideau has been superintendent of the Sabbath school for the past 
six years and hus made himeel! an active aud ueeful man im other directions 
of church work. Te is a Night of Pythias and Keeper of Records and Seal 
uf the onlor, He is a member of lodge No. 144 A, FP. & A. M., Yates Center, 
intl belongs to Tucker Can Modern Woodmen at Buffalo. As a teacher Mr. 
Bideau has wo enviable reputation both at home and abroad. 


During hie residence the town of Buffalo has been organized as a eity and 
he thts taken a keen interest in oll that has been for the benefit of the city, 
from the fret. He, ae councilman. has drafted and brought into form nearly 
every ordinance of the eity and has beon fully prepared to meet every eimur- 
geney 1m a way that las heen directly of benefit to the city, among which may 
be mentioned the securing of gas for fuel and lights, sidewalks, graded streets, 
ete, As a citizen he is most worthy and representative and the schoole of 
Bullalo and the city are to be congratulated upon its good fortune in having 
him with them in Jis work, 
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HARRY L. WILLIAMSON—The Brinson-Judd Company of St. Louis 
is represented in Fredonia by the subjeet of this personal notice, The latter 
is also mterested in the forvhing industry of Wilson county, in which he has 
Tesiflod for the past twenty-two years, Ue is an example of what industry and 
perseverance will accomplish, if constantly applied, and his financial and social 
standing are such d+ to cominend him to the confidence of all, 

Mr, Williginson was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, March 0, 
1851, and is a son of S. Cand Haonih’ (Falton) Williamson, both nutive «£ 
the Keystone stale. The futher was a merchant in Caln, Pennsylvania, also 
had farining interests there; but im Mareh, 1880, ho bechme » permanent settler 
in Wilson county where, in Prairie township, le purchased an improved farm 
and settled down to thy lusviness of the dine. Unfortunately, disease overcame 
hin and he died in Angust of the snine year at the age of sixty-nine years. He 
wae « Hixie Quaker in religious belief, took an active and important part in 
the Abolition movement in the north during slavery times and was a “con- 
duetor” on the “vider-vround” railway, helping to Canada and to freedom the 
black man of the south, as did los father, James Williamson, whose house was 
one of the stations wlene the dine. 3S, C. Williamson wae a man of deep convic- 
tion on politionl aa well as religions questions und possessed the freedom of 
apweh with which to intelligently express his sentiments and to defend his 
posite. He took a stand with the Whigs and then with the Republicans and 
lis speeches were sought and in demand during political campaigns for the 
convincing effect they prodneed, Apparently contrary to his religious belief 
he advocated a vigorous proseuntion of the civil war and hie influence in his 
county did much to swell the ranks of the Union army. An historic meident 
of his life was hie debate of a week with Dr. Stebbins, o well known debater 
of Chester county, Pennsylvania. in which the doctor defended the Crittenden 
Compromise while Mr. Willlamson attacker! it and tore it to shreds. ‘The 
mecting wae an open one and judges sat in judgment upon the merits of 
the argument pro and con. When the debate closed a decision was rendered in 
favor of the negative (Mr. Willtamson) who had proven himself absolute 
muster of the subject, He spoke without notes and depended upon the in- 
spiration af the moment, Warming up to Ins subject as he penetrated mere 
deeply into it, Hannah Fulton, our subjects mother, was a modest, quiet, 
thoughtful woman, with deep religions conviction, coming from one of the 
Quaker families of her native state. She was the mother of seven children and 
died in 1886 at the age of eighty-four years. 

Harry L. Williatseon is the voungest of six surviving children and 
reemived his education in the country sehools of his native Pennsylvania. He 
remained with the family home till the latter was transferred to Wilson county, 
Kansas, when he began substantially an independent life. He took a position 
as i laborer in a lumber vard jn Fredonia, on coming to the county, and ‘n 
three years time he was manager of the business. His accumulations have 
come gradually and have been inyested judiciously, and ao part of them are 
represented by a good hettom farm in Fall River township. In twenty years 
he has not lost a day from the pay roll, although in 1883 he soffered .the 
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lrwkiog of a lee and an arm. Ite helped ereet the first and only elevator ip 
Frevionia and was with its owner, S. A. Brown, three years as a hand and nie 
yore as agent of his lunher aod prain loisiness, In 1892 Brinson-Jidld pire 
chase! the grin bosiness of Brown and oor subject was at onee traneferred to 
them where he bas since sustained the relation of ngent. 

August 12, 1875, Mr, Williameon tnirriadl Clara Jacobs, a daughter ul 
Ovens and Anna Jacobs, Philadelphia, Pennaylvania, An only child, Amy 
May, is the issue of their anion. She is the wife of Carl Nelson, of Wilson 
county, mad has two elildpen. Andeew Lawanou und Carl Prediuniek. 


GENERAL BENJAMIN DORNBLAZER—In the histury of Wilsuu 
eounty is gentleman well deserves mention. THe te tow serving as county 
sturvevor wad is wen the leading and representative citizens of Fredonia, 
His birth oecurred in Northampton county, Pentisylvania, October 12, 182s, 
His parents being John and Cutherine (Lawall) Dornblazer, who were also 
uttives of Northainpeoon county, ‘The father was a farmiy aod if, 1823 wae 
volumissioned us captiin, lia vompany being sent to Sandy Hook, bat par- 
ligipaling in mo battles, for the enomy whieh they expected fo repel did not 
appear there. He was afterwaril granted by the United States government 
one hundred and sixty weres of lund in Gonsideration of his services and this he 
sold and purchased other lan] in Stephenson, county, Dlinois. In 1850 he 
rooved to Center county, Pennsylvania, where he reared his family. He 
served ws A eounty eonmmissionér but was never an active politician, preferring 
to devote his attention fo his farming interests. He died about Oetober, 1862, 
nt the age of seventy-five years and his wife passed away in 1645 at the age ot 
sixty veare. She helonged to a prominent family in Pennsylvania, her father, 
Thomas Lawall, being w representative farmer there. 

Our subject was the youngest of a family of six children, and is the only 
survivor, Iie was educate] in the common echools of Pennswvania and is 
Mount Morris eeminary of Illinois, He afterwards engaged in farming and 
surveying until September, 1861, when he offered his services to the Union an. 
heewme adjutant of the 46th Ilinois infantry. Before going to the froul he 
was promoted to major and in October, 1862, was made colonel of his regi- 
mont. THe participated in the battles of Fort Donaldson, Shiloh, Corinth, 
Tfatehiv River, Tenn.. and the siege of Vicksburg, and was later in the sieve of 
Fort Blakeley, being at the front in active service throughout the entire war. 
He served in the field for four vears and on the 20th of January, 1866, was 
honorably discharged, On February 20, 1864, he was breveted brigadier pen- 
eral and in April of the same year, major general. He well merited the 
honorary title for his serviee was an arduous one, calling forth the greatest 
bravery. His honor, lovalty and valor often inspired his men to deeds of 
courage and contributed largely to the victories. At the battle of Shiloh he 
was wounded, being disable for nearly two months and he yet earrics the 
rebel lead in his left arm. In 1863, when there was a general order for re-en- 


572 HISTORY OF WILSON COUNTY, KAWSAS. 


listment of regiments for veteran service, General McPherson communicated 
the order to General Dornblazer, who, in turn, gave it to his men with the result 
that all except thirty-two of the entire regiment re-enlisted then anil there, 
His command was the first to leave Vicksburg on veteran farloagh and our 
subject returned home wud recruited enough men to fill up the quota of his 
regiment while his soldiers spent the lime in visiting homes and loved ones. 

After the war our sabject engaged in buying grain al Freeport, [linots, 
for a short time and tater followed surveying and civil engineering, being 
thus engayed in Hlinnis,, Kanane, Nebraska, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, Mon- 
tania, Louisiana, Missouri and Arkansas and being away from home threr 
yeurs, Since 1800 he has been interested in farming in Wilson eounty and 
also In surveyiug. 

For five years General Dernblager served a& county commissioner in 
Wileon county, Kansas, entering upon the duties of the office in 1884, He 
previously served for two terms us county surveyor of Stephenson county, Tli- 
nois, in the fifties, and was elected to represent hie district in the Illinois legis 
luture taking part in the extra cession from November, 1871, until April, 1872, 
following the Chicago fire. The important work of that legislature was the 
harmonizing of the state laws to conform with the new constitution. Since 1875 
the general has resided in Wilson county, Kansae, and has been a prominent 
and honored citizen here. He owns a farm of fifty acres adjoining Fredonia. 
lw was the first man to introduce alfalfa cloyer into Wilson county and has 
proved that the cultivation of this erop ean be attained with excellent success, 

On the d0th of December, 1852, the general was united in marriage with 
Mise Sarah M. Foster, a native of Mennsylvania and a daughter of Thomas ani 
Margaret (La Shalle) Foster, ale natives of the Keystone state, Six children 
have been born untae them. Margaret, at home: Emma I. wife of J. W. 
Moore, of Azsumption, Illinois; Alia J... the wife of G. G. Kennedy, a mer- 
chant of Fredonia, by whom she has four children: Bessie, Ben, Edwin and 
Margerite: George E., a railroad conductor of Neodesha, Kansas, who marric! 
Lena Young and has a son, Harry; John Ro rhe manager of the Postal Tele- 
graph & Cable company of Sonth Chicago, and Mary E,, who was born in 
January, 1872, wod died in April, 1882, Mrs, Dornblazer, and her chileren, 
are mombers of the Congregational chureh. The general helengs to the 
Masoni« fraternity, having taken the degrees of Blne Lodge, Chapter andl 
Commandery. He is alao a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and af 
the Leval Legion, and in che former is quartermaster. In polities, he is an 
ardent Republican. His life has been one of usefulness not only to himself 
but to his fellow men. He is ever striving to up-buila and to promote progress ; 
to introduce new methods, and his methods have been so affective in the various 
eommunities in which he has lived that he has ever been regarded as a moat 

rominent citizen and his name is fonnd wpon the roll of leading men of 
ison county. ; 
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_ ROBERT M. FOSTER—The well known citizen whose name introduces 
this article is a resident of Fredonia, Wilson county, and was born near Deeatur, 
Macon comty, Ilinvis, September §, 1882. His parents were John C. and 
Kmily Foster, the former a native of Tennessee and the latter of North Caro- 
lina: The parents inigrated trom Middle Tennessee to Tlinois about 1831 and 
settled in Macon county where he took wp governmont land at $1.25 per acre, 
He opened out a small farm—tor he was physically onable to do more— 
and died in that county in 1859 at forty-nine years of age. His wife died in 
1834 ab about twenty-hwo years old, 

Robert. Poster is the older of two children, the other being a sister, Emily 
T.. who married Porter Wilson, and died young. After his school days were 
over our subject learned the carpenters trade whieh he followed until the Re- 
hallion came on, when he enlisted in Jidy, 1862, in Company C, 116th Tilinois 
volunteer infantry, going to the front at second lieutenant of his company. 
He wrose through successive promotion to first lieutenant in July, 1863, and to 
‘aptain in July, 184. His regiment was under Gen. Jobu A, Logan, Army at 
the Tennessee, Lith Army Corps, Gen, McPherson department commanrer- 
Our subject participated in the fight at Arkansas Tost where five thousand 
rebel prisoners were taken, and was in the seige and capture of Vicksburg, He 
was at Missionary Ridge, on the Atlantic campaign and the seige of the city-— 
from May to September, and winder almwst continuous fire—and went with 
the vietovions army to the sea, He helped eaptore Ft. MeAllister and took 
part in the seige of Bavannah, Mimbarking on board a steamer the regiment 
went to Buford, South Carolina, where it wis disembarked and iharehed ‘0 
Cohimbia, that state. There was skirmishing and small engagements in this 
viemity and then the command tmarehed on to Raleigh. While here the surren- 
der of Jolinsut wes annodneed and the order soon came to report in Washington 
for the general review. In this cily Capt. Poster was discharged June 7th, 
1864, did an arituous service of three years in the army of the United States 
was closed. 

On resutuing civil pursiits Capt, Foster took ap farming in Macon eounty, 
Illinois. where he continued until the month of May, 1871, when he came to 
Kanteas, le reached Wilson county Jone Ist. and located in Fredonia, where 
he resided almost continuously since, He was probate judge during the years 
1885 and 1886 and bis service on the Fredonia school board has extended 
vyer many years. 

February 4, 1858. Capt. Foster was united in marriage with Gabriella P- 
Tranghber, of Macon county, Illinois, Mrs. Foster is a daughter of Nev, 
Daniel und Mary H. (Banks) ‘Troughber, native of Kentucky. Rev. Traugh- 
hor wis a farmer as well asa qinigter of the Combevlond Preshyterjan church 
and in the latter work he was engaged iany vcrrs. He and his wife were both 
horn in thy year 1800 and he divd in 1876, surviving her thirty years. Mra. 
Foster wae the second of three children, via: Elizabeth, wile of Robert Lansden, 
ol Fredonia; Mre. Foster; Henry C.. of Monett, Missouri, is married to Belle 
Ashmore. Five ehildren bless the union of Mr. and Mrs, Foster, as follows: 
Thomas M., 9 railway postal clerk of Newton, Kansas, married to Kila Craw- 
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ford and has a child, Celia M.; Lillie M. Foster; Jennie B., a teacher in the 
Fredonia schools; Kdwin D., a murchant of Oklahoma, is married fo Jean 
Brice: and Jolin L.,, is » boilor maker in the Sunta Fe shops of Newton, Kansas, 
The church home of the fainily ie furnished hy the Congregational denomina- 
tion. As citizens the family are most worthy and representative and in polities 
the household adhere uniformly to the Republican party. 


ALFRED M. CRAIG—The confidence of the citizens of Fredonia hae 
heen showered upon the subject of thie personal sketch to the extent of making 
him the chief magistrate of their police court, He is one of the genuine 
pioneers of the state of Kaneas, having come to it in December, 1854, and is 
one of the oldest euttlere of Wilson county, He has done a share of the domestic 
development of the county and hos constituted a thread im ite political fabric 
for nearly forty years and in the interest of posterity and as a tribute to his 
memory his history appears in this work. 

Murch 19, 1839, the subject of this sketeh was born in Vayette county, 
Mlinois, and is the son ef Rev. Windsor P. and Rachel (Williams) Craig, both 
tative of the stute of Tennessee. The parents wont to Illinois when young 
ind aettled in Fayette county on a farm, They were lifelong members of the 
Methodist chiureh in whieh the father was a local minister. The latter was 
two years his wife’s senior and both died at the age of seventy-five. Their 
children were ten in number, of whom six survive. 

Alfrod M. Oroig was the fifth child of his parents and wos reared amid 
rural sconery ant advantages, ‘The district schools provided his oucation and 
the work of the home farm kept him busy ‘till his enlistment in the Union 
army, first in the Kansas militia, or home guard, and senond, on the 14th of 
Oetober. 1801, in the 9th Nansas, Company G. Flis was a cavalry regiment 
and he was eorgeant of his company. ‘The regiment served tm Missouri, Kan- 
sas, Colorado and the far west, generally where the service was spiced with 
many skirmishes anc oa few real engagements, Sickness at Ft, Smith and later 
at Little Rock, Ariansas, kept our subject away from Ins company some months 
and towards the end of his term of enlistment he was furloughed home, Re- 
turning to duty he reported at It. Leavenworth, from which place he was 
discharged at the close of the war, having served three and one-half years and 
heing discharged a veteran volunteer of the war. 

Taking wp civil porsnits again Mr. Craig entered land in Wilson county 
and, in time, patented it, and proceeded with its improvement ‘till 1884 when 
he disposed of his Vordigres township “claim’—farm, and purchased an im- 
proved farm in the same county containing one hundred and ninety acres, 
This latter he owned "till the fall of 1900 when he sold it and beenme in reality 
a retired citizen of Fredonia, He yet owns o tract of well improved land in 
Center township, with bearing orchard, substantial buildings and fertile soil, 

The politics of Wilzon county has known Mr. Craig as an active Republi- 
can many yeare His party named him for commissioner of the Second district 
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aml he was elected in 1882 and served three years. Following this he was 
elected justice of the peace of his township, and, in April, 1900, was chosen 
paline judge of Fredonia. 

In September, 1869, le was inurricd, taking for his wife Saruh Lee, a 
daughter of the late Drury Lee and 9 native of the state of Missouri. Sis 
children liaye come to bless this anion, numely: Flora E., wife of Frank Tow, 
ot Oklahoma, with three ¢hildven. Frnuie. Rdna and Franklin. The second 
child of Mr. and Mrs. Craiy dived in infancy; Lillie B., wife of Eluer Short, 
of Iredoniw, with one child, Sibley; Nancy J.. now Mrs. Alfred Smith, of 
Wilson county; Dora 1., who married Charlee MeWhirt. of this county; and 
Emme L., still with the family home, 

Judge Craig and wife are membere of the Methodist church and he ts a 
brother in the Masonic lodge, He isa Grand Army mun and a loyal, true and 
public-spirited eitizen. His record as a Wueiness man, a public offver and as o 
citizen is withont suspicion or reproach and the legasy of a good name whieh he 
leaves to his family is more to be desired than position or wealth. 





JOSEPH H. GUNBY—Forty years active paticipation in the affairs of 
Clifton township, Wilson county—hall of it identified with the business inter- 
esta of the village of Buifalo—suggests in brief the record of the spbject of this 
notice He is numbered among the pioneers of the county and lias been at 
all times one of Wilson’s niast active, suceessfid and highly respected citizens. 

Mr. Gunby was born in Shelby county. Missouri, August 29, 1836. His 
father was James Qunby and hie mother before minrringe [lizu A, Marshal, 
both of whom were natives of Maryland. James and Klizau Guuby moved west 
ju 1846 and settled in Shelby county, Missouri, where the father followed his 
tarde as a carpenter mod engayed in farming for many years, in faet “till hie 
death, which occurred in 1873 at the age of seventy-cight, his wile having died 
the year before aged sixty-eight. They were the parents of twelve eluldren of 
whom Joseph H. was the fourth in quimber mid only three of whom besides 
him are now living, these being William K., of Chillicothe, Missouri; Mary 
M., wife of J.C, Dussair, of Quincy, Dlinois, and Chester, who resides on the 
old home place. 

Joseph EH, Gunby passed hie boyhood on hie father’s farin where hig time 
was divided between the work of the farm and his attendance at the subseription 
schools of the neighborhood. Te learned the carpenter's trade under his 
father and followed i+ and farm work to the age of tweoty for his father and 
then for himeelf in western and northweet Missouri. He came to Kansas in 
18(}1 and locating in Wilsen county bonghi « tract of government land about 
a mile and « half west of the present site of Buffalo. February 28, 1862, he 
married Elvira A. daughter of Peter and Philadeplhin Welch and establishing 
himself with his wife on hiz purchase begun the task of opening a farm and 
building a home on the then frontier of Kansas. It was » struggle that ealled 
for thy best there was in him but as he had come west with this im yiew he was 
prepared with the necessary resolution to carry out his purpese, The passing 
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years witnessed a gradual betterment im his condition, and he made his place 
not only furnish him «a home bet yield him a surplus. In 1884 after twenty- 
three yoors of farming and steck-raieing he quit the farm and embarked m 
the mercantile business in Buffalo, at which he was suecessfully engaged for 
about twelve yours when he elosed out this infereat and took up the loan and 
banking business, conducting » private bank wp to 1487, He then incorporated 
the business under the name of the State Bank of Buffalo on a capital of 
4,000, which « voar later was jnercased to $10,000, He is now president of 
the bank and has his son, dames V’,, cashier. The bank is practically the pro- 
perty of the Gernhys and is better known as Gunhys’ bank than by its chartered 
mame. It is the principal financial concern in the northern part of Wilson 
county—is conducted on good sound banking principles and enjoys the full 
sarfiednes of the people of that section, The Messrs Gunby give it their closest 
attention and endeavor to honestly merit the patronage and good will of those 
having business with them. 

[i is sometimes sald that the pioneers of a country never help to build it 
up to any great extent, and this in a measure is true; for it seems that there is 
something in the disultery sort of life the pioneer lives that disqualifies him for 
settled pursuits and prevents him from successfully meeting the competition 
which the later development of the country brings about, This, however, ‘3 
not the ease with the ventlenan of whom we write. He was a pioneer of Wilson 
county, underwent all the hardships as sach; opened and developed a form 
when that was the order of the day: imtrodueed and improved the grade of live 
stock; established a store and niaide a success of it and founded a hank, The 
ahility to do these things has been developed with the necessities of the situation 
and the fuel that he hae responded promptly and effectively to the requirements 
marks hin as an exception to the rule. 

While his efforts in the tain live been given to the prosecution of his 
private business, Mr. Gunby has when ever called on as a citizen done whatever 
was required of lim in that capacity, Ile was a volunteer in the state militia 
daring the eivil war—l6th Katsas—and helped proteet the settlers of the 
state from the incursions of suerillas and the assisting in preserving peace 
within the borders ind asstiring her people the enjoyment of what little material 
blessings were youchsafed to them during those days. He has filled the usual 
number of loves] offices, and hae given a cordial support to whatever measures 
have buen set an foot looking to the betterment of the community where he byes, 

As mentioned aboye Mr, Gunby married after setting in Wilson county. 
His wile helonged to a family—the Welches—whieh came to Kansas in 1855 
frum Missuwri—orivinally freny Kentucky. Mrs. Gunby died April 10, 1887, 
and in November, 1888, Mr. Ganby warried Anna, daughter of Mason and 
Margaret Qiisenberry, who came from Kentucky to Kansas in 1854 and settled 
in Wilson county, The tssuo ef the former marriage was four sons and one 
douuhters Thomas, James f., Mary J., wife of Mimer AL Runyon; Joseph C., 
and Leonard, The isene of the second marriage has been four children: Beye, 
Latira, Ur, and Ralph A. 

Mr. and Mrs, Gunby are members of the Methodist church and he belongs 
to thy Odd Fellows, 
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SAMUEL S. BENUDICT—Through her achievements in the demaim of 
agrivulfure, her contribution to the mineral resourees of the nation, her acra- 
hate feats in polities and the ponius aid courage of her ilustrions sons Kansas 
tas heeome known all oyer the world anu ler people are pleased to believe that 
she is the one particularly bright star in the grand galaxy of states. This claim 
is, OF conrse, disputed bub one thing is certain, whatever her position in the 
sisterhood of states Kansas owes it to no fnetitious aid or extraneous inflnenee, 
bot to the intelligence, liopelulness, enemy and everlasting nerye of her peo- 
ple. ‘The Maneas character is a composite made np of the most yorule qualities 
of manhood and womanhood to be found on the vlobe and, im faet, in the for- 
mation of it every countey mn the world and every state in dhe Union hae been 
lavl under contribution. Tt goes without saying that New England has fas- 
Hished its share and eliimed some part in the glory Kansas has achieved: and 
Hub without good reason, for from all sections of the land of the Pilgrim fathers 
have-come yood inen and trov, who have helped to fight Kansas’ battles and 
win for her imperishable fame. OF this number is the eabjuct of this eketeh. 
It is nearly thirty-five years, now, sinve he drqpped down on the prairies of 
Wilson county, a half mile from the little town which hears his name, and 
began to do hie purt in the reclamation of Huet section from a condition of 
savugry and to plant seeds of civilization. 

Born in Benningtow county, Vermont, November 9, 1844, Samuel 8, 
Renediel is the youngest son of William and Naney Benedict, deseendunts of 
ane of the ante-Ievolutionary families of New England, the home of their 
untecedent® being in the colony of Conneetiout. In 1764 this branch of the 
family moved inte Bennington county. Vermont, in which state the father of 
our subject was born Tis birth oneurred in 1T7AG and bis death in 1866, He 
wae a fariner and dairyman and, in a public ottee occasionally served his towns- 
people. Le and his wife were members of the Episcopal church and of his 
congregation he was senior warden for forty years. 

Sumuel S. Benedict and lia alder brother, William, constituted their 
father’s tamily, The latter resides wpon the mountains, the old family home- 
stead mm Now England where the brothers hell ther anuual rewnion, After 
finishing the work af the common schools Samuel §. Benedict entered Williams 
colloge, from which in 1865 he received a degree of A. B. The following year 
he tool « position mmder the chief engineer of the Union Pacific railroad, then 
building from Omaha west. The latter gentleman was Samuel B. Reed, a 
equsin of our subject and 4 railtoad locater and constructor of much promi- 
nefiee—he having located the Michigan Central railroad tte Chicago and the 
Rock Island out of that point Myr. Benedict was omployed with the Union 
Pacilic conipany until May, 1868, when he same down inte zouthern Kanes 
and vhose a location in Wilson county. He entered © tract on the Verdigris 
river it 1871. since which date (his spot las known afd loved to honer him. 
tHe came to Kansas to join the great agricultural throng pressing in this 
direction as home seekers and home Wilders, he Verligris valley in 1868 was 
about as nature and the Todians had left it, and where now abounds productive 
farms and substantial improvements, then abounded a streteh of prairie, al- 
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mast pathless, ind unbroken save by the Cringe of timber whieh lined the bunks 
of the river or skirted the hills on either side, The work of home-development 
began simultimoously with our subject's uctual settlement. He so prospered 
in the years thar followed that, notwithstanding those great impediments which 
afflicted avrieulture, by-times, a thousand acre ranch has taken the place of the 
old-time “quarter” and a hundred head of registered shorthorns grace the land- 
seape where once fed the family cows. He is of necessity a large corn and 
Wheat prower of the valley and the bueiness of his ranch has come to be one uf 
fhe permanent as well as one of the important industries im the life of Bene- 
dict, the place which his name boners. and of which mention is made elaewhere 
in this volume. 

While his program of helping te heantify ani utilize the surface of Kan- 
sis wis being carried out Mr. Benediet was an active participant m the political 
lustory. ‘I'he most fundamental principles of a genuine Republican form of 
government were horn in the section of the United States whence he came and 
his teachers were grandsons of the authors and expounders of those principles. 
It, was but natural that he should feel interested in these things. Then, too, 
New England was the home of the Republican party in its infancy, or rather, 
it was the section which seemed most ready lo encourage the new departure ip 
polities at its birth, and, as Kansas had taken her stand with the Republicans, 
it was equally natural that be, Republican bearing the original brand, should 
join with lis friends in shaping the destiny of their infant state, Being a 
ready, convineiny and fluent talker he beeame a imurked man for lis party's 
favors in the early Republican conventions of Wilson county. Tle was lis 
party's choice for representative to the leyislatare im 1871 and was elected 
that year and in the years 1872, 187) and 1876 he was honored with an election 
to the etute senate for four years, He was re-elected to the senate and served 
on the cominttter on ways and qnans daring lie whole ineumbeney of a 
vears in that officy, Four yours of thie (nue he was chairmun of the committee. 
When first a member of the house he was appointed to a membership on the 
same coinmittee in that body and when lush a member of that body, from 
1895-97, he served on the same committee, thue giving him a record of twelve 
years on the most important committee of thu logislatvie body. Aside from 
his participation m the attire of Kansas here inentioned he was appointed by 
President Arthur a United States Indian inspeetor, which position he credi- 
tubly filled four years. 

Mareh 12, 1874, Mr. Benedict married Miss Dora Farwell, then of Wilson 
county, Kansas, and a native of Fulton county, Ilhnois. Mr, and Mrs. 
Benedict’s children are three in number, vis: Frank 8., who married Franeus 
McCain and resides near Benedict; Mise Munde, a atudent in Bethany college, 
class of 1902, und Willinm, who is his father’s assistant on the farm, 

This in brief is an account of Mr. Benedict's connection with the history 
of Kansas, The records of his state identify him with the formation of her 
character and the influence of his duily life finds its madelible imprint upon the 
savial fabric of his community, 
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JOHN CL THOMAS—It is pressing on thirty years emee John C, 
Thomas settled tn Wilson county, Kansas, In that space of time much of the 
material Hnprovement of the county has taken place, all of which he has wit- 
neased and towards which he has in a fair measure contributed, His home- 
stead and farin in Clifton and Colfas townships is one of the fertile and de- 
sirable places tn that part of the county mnd, in the evening of life, it is not 
surprising that he should be enjoying: just such a condition of retirement as 
he would wish, in the little town of Buffalo. 

Mr. Thomas wae born in Wayne county, Pennsylvania, October 27, 1845, 
This Wirth oevurred in the locality where lis ancestors for several generations 
had lived. Wis vreat-prandfather was one of the pioneers there and was killed 
by the Inciane during the Revolutionary war. Moses Thomas and William M, 
Thomas, grandfather and father of our subject, were both born in Wayne 
county und Jnter was « eitiven of the same until 1838 when he ninved wee 
aud gettled in Winnebago county, THlinois. He was reared a farmer and re- 
mained one all his years. He married Miss Eliza Conklin, and four of their 
nine children were born in Pennsylvania. The father was born November 9, 
1805, and diel July 5, 1882, while his wile was born January 26, 1811, and 
died ime 7, 183, both deaths oecurring in Winnebago county, Tlinois. The 
parents were among the well known and respeeted people of their county, were 
prominent church people of the Methodist faith, and the father was wont to 
serve Lhe public in whatever position he was chosen to fill. 

Mr. Thomas, of this mention, iz one of the six surviving children, one 
other of whem, Willinw Of, Thoma, tea worthy citizen of Wilson county. The 
eilucation of A.C. Thomas was not ot all extensive for if was obtained in rhe 
pioneer country sehools of Winnebage connty, Tlinois, where the sessions were 
held often in one room of some family residence and presided over by u teacher 
who us a rule was but poorly prepared for the duties he undertook to perform. 
The kitchen of our subject’s father, on one oceusion, was given wp for a school 
room and the latter had the satisfaction of really seeing Ins children “educated 
uf home” The ealling of the father hocame the oceupation of the son and 
farming was engaging his attention when the war came on. In August of 186% 
he enlisted in Company F, 74th Mlinois infantry and in less than two months 
was fighting the enomy at Perryville, Kentucky. Ie took part in the Misston- 
ary Ridge battle and in many on the Atlantic campaign which followed. Hts 
command was in the lst brigade, 2nd division of the 4th corpa, and was undar 
Major Gen, Thomas. Returning with Scofield from the scenes around Atlanta 
the regiment took part in the greaf battle of Franklin, and in the Nashville 
fight where Gen, Toed’s army was defeated, It was then ordered to Hunts 
ville, Alabama. where it Pentayned until March, 1865, when it went to Knex- 
ville, Tennessee, and frou there to Nashville, where our subject was mustered 
out alter serving two years and ten menths. During the battles of Chiva- 
maugua und Stone river Myr. Thomas was sick and in the hespital and was 
peewee thereby from participating in these two important engagements if 
the war. 
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Returning home frown the army Mr, Thoms resumed farming and con- 
linued it in Thinoie wntil [874 when he ene to Kunses and parehaged a farm 
of four hundred acres in Wilson ecotuty. He condueted th ‘till 1897 when he 
moved into Butfale to rest from a, life of continuous and honorable activity. 
Here he ise niember of the town coune and has served on the school board. 

May 25, 1876, oven the marriage of Mr. Thomas te Miss Mimam Van- 
Atta, in Ohio lady and « daughter of Nelson ond Anna VanAtta, the latter an 
honored resident of Buffalo. Mr. VanAtta was born near VanAtteshburg, Ohio, 
and was married to Anna Shultz. ‘Their children were Miriam, (Mrs, J. C, 
Thomas); Curoline, wife of Dawid Retz: and Prank I. of Colorado. Mr. 
Nelson Van Atta died in Woodson county, Kansas. Mr, and Mra. Thomas have 
one som, Chas V. 


(i. Jt BLACK WOOD—Guorge K. Blackwood. of Buffalo, Wilson connty, 
in one of the recent of the permanent settlers of Wilson county, though he has 
twice mate settlement in it. Sinee 1880 his residence here has been continuous 
and his busines engegements such as to bring him conepienonsly inte public 
notice. He was born in Marion county, Missouri, January 18, 1848, and is 9 
eon of William and Jominw (Bohen) Blackwood, both native of Merger 
county, Kentneky. The father was a Stone inason and also a farmer, and 
while at his trade worked of pley-building on the Mississippi river at Lagrangi, 
Mo., and Quiney, Wiinsis Tle entered land in Mayion county, Missouri, and 
lived on the same farm til hte youngest child of a family of ten had grown to 
maturity, He wae well known and lighly esteemed and served as a deacon in 
the Presbyterian churell for more than a generation, THe died in December, 
1890, at seventy-seven years of age, and lis wife died in 1886 at the age of 
sixty-six years. 

Six of William and Jemiina Bliclowood’s children are living, of whom 
Cloorge R. is the seventh in order of birth, Two others, W. B. and B. F. Black- 
wood, are residents of Bulfalo, The former attended the county school in his 
native county and had searee more than yvotten started when the Rebellion 
broke out. Tle was a lad of Iourteen years, two months. and fourteen days, 
when he enlisted in the army. His command was Company L, 11th regiment 
of state militia, cavalry. He enlisted April 2. 1862, and his regiment was one 
of ten called by Goyernor Gamble to do duty in defense of the state, He 
participated in many skirmishes and was taken prisoner ut the battle of Newark, 
Missouri, by Gen. Jo Porter, There were one hundred and fifty captured and 
they were all paroled after the second duy, Our subject returned home on his 
parole and was out in the wood looking up some stray cattle when, as he obeerv- 
el about five hundred Jolinnivs passing, remarked to the lady, of whom he had 
neked a drink of watur that “if Gen. John MeNeal, the Federal, only knew of 
the whereabouts of these men he wonld annihilate the whole business.” The 
old lady reported hin, enlarging much on his statement, and he was taken 
into custody by the rebels asa spy. He was ordered fo be shot but Gen. Porter 
gave him a chance to explain matters, after which he was released with o 
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threat and a warning as to how to deport himeelf in the future. To be drawn 
up im front of a firing squad to be shot, when under fifteen years of age, and 
that for remarks coneomning a traitorous and rebellious horde, as they were 
duvaslating and fesding off of one’s native state, is a predicament onr subject 
passed through and one most horrible to appreciate, After his exchange took 
Place he enlisted m the 38th Missourd infantry for lhree years. This regiment 
was massacred at Contralia, Missuati, all lat its wagen train, and all but 
twenty of its one hundred and twenty-six men were killed. The fact that Mr, 
Blaokwool was at that time in the wagon train saved his life. He war selected 
at St. Louis, Missouri, in February, 1805 with ten men from each company of 
the regiment to guard five hundred private prisoners [row the Alton peniten- 
asry to the lines near Riclimond, Virginia. ‘The boat landed with its human 
cargo at City Point and took on two hondrwl and fifty rebel ollicers for ex- 
change at Aiken’s Landing on the James river, On the Qist of March, 1865, 
Mr, Blackwood was mostered out at St. Louis, Missouri. The first five months 
aiter the war he spent as a farin hand, by the month, but the next year he 
worked his father’s place in Matron county, Missouri. When he started in life 
for lummsel! and bought a farm in the same county but sold ib in the early 
seventies and made his first trip to Kuusas. He arrived in Wilson connty in 
1870 aud took to the farm He i kept a hotel af —-—————— and remained 
in the state nntil the year 1879 when he wont to Quiney and kept a hotel there. 
Tn 1881 he returned to Missouri and retited » farm in Monroe county, remain- 
log three years, Im 1884 he purchased a farm: in Shelby county, Missouri, 
Which he held antil the spring of 1886, al which time he came hack to Kansas 
and to Wilson county. Ho located at Buffalo and was engaged for a time in 
the livery business, He has been tae popular host of the hotel at this point 
for ————~ years and since 1A87, he hae bean deputized by each county sheriff 
lo da duty in the north end of the eounty. 

Decembur 1, 1807, Mr. Blavckwood wae married to Electa J. Carley, an 
Indiana lady and a danghter of R. B. Carley and Jemima (McKinney) Car- 
ley, Seven children have been horn to Mr. and Mrs. Blackwood, as follows: 
George 1, who married Estella Rafesnider, and resides in Buffalo, has one 
vhild, Roena $.; dozeph L., exssolcher of the Vhiltppine insurrection, is mar- 
ria] to Nellie Kotts, of Clarence, Missouri, and has a child, Barl B.: Ethel J., 
wile nf R. M. White, of Buffalo, has two children, Rey and Forest: Samuel C., 
who died at nineteen years of age; Wilbur 'T., 4 teacher of Wilson county; and 
James C., of the Buffalo high school, olnse of 1901 and now a zindent of 
Baker wniversity. , 

Mr, and Mrs. Blackwood are active members of the Methodist ehureh tn 
which the former is choir leader and leader of the first class of the congrega- 
tim. He isan Odd Fellow, and a Modern Woodman ond a member of Atlanta 
Post. G, A, Rt. fis political position is as well known as his religious convic- 
tions, and in the party of Lincoln and Blaine and MeKinley does he ark- 
nowledge his political home. On the 27th of June, 1901, he was appointed 
postmaster in Buffalo which position he now holds with Wilbur T. and Miss 
Bluckwood as his assistants. 
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FRANK EB, LONGQ—The person whose name introduces this brief re- 
view is the manager of Tubble Brothers’ general store at Buffalo in Wilson 
county. He was born in Fairmount, Nebraska, May 5, 1878, and is a son of 
James F, and Elisabeth (Armour) Long, of Indiana and Wisconsin, respect- 
ively, but now residents of Thayer, Kansas. The father is » carpenter and 
milder aod came into Kansas in 1887. He is a pluin man of the peuple, 
honorable and upright, and hus been called to officiate as justice of the peace 
severnl] years where he now reeides. He and his wife are the parents of six 
children, via., Clara, wife of W. C. Broughton, of Kansas City; Mary E., who 
is married to Goo. C. Osborny, of Thayer; Frank E.; Joseph, a clerk in Thayer, 
Kate, a saleslady and Hurry, also clorking in their home town. 

The Thayer high school js responsible for the education of Frank B. 
Long. After fowr years” Meperionee in a grocery store there he employed with 
Hubble Brothers in Fredonia two years, He went trom their store into the army 
onlieting May 3, 1808, in Company G, 20th Kansas. He followed the regiment 
through the seenes of ite activity from Topeka to San Francisco and Manila. 
Enroute the vessel, the “Indiana,” stopped in Honolulu where the boys spent 
{hres days sight-seemg and recovering from their seasickness. Reaching Ma- 
nila, onr subject did guard duty till the outbreak on the 4th of February, when 
lis regiment was place! on the north line and advanced northward till June 
20th, when it wae ordered to the Capital and there was placed on guard duty 
at the government prison until the early part of September when it was em- 
barked aboard the “Tartar” Tar San Franeciseo, by the way of Hong Kong and 
Nagasaki, Japan, Upon being mastered out of the United States service at 
San Franvisea he returned to Fredonia and took his old position with Hubble 
Brothers, Tp February 1901 le took charge of their business in Buffalo. 

Me. Long was married Docember 24, 1900, to Miss Cora Wicks, a daughter 
of Judge Wicks, of Wilson county, He is a blue lodge Mason and in politics 
a Demoeral, Few young men of Wilson county have greater clerical and bua- 
ness ability than has he, Schooled by practice in the duties and responsibilities 
of a large establishment like that of lis employers, and equipped naturally with 
those traits which make suecessli! salesinen and merchants he is most happtly 
situated, Envouraged ly the continual assarance of their appreciation of his 
servievs by his employers and strengihened by the consciousness of having 
shirked no duty, either military or civil, he occupies a position enviable in the 
extreme ind hat a most bright and promising future. 


J, C. PRESTON, M. 1).—Dootor Preston, of Butfalo, wae born in Fulton 
county, Illinois, March 13, 1868. His jmwrents are W. H. and Adaline E£, 
(Thomas) Preston, residents of Buffalo. They came to Kansas in the early 
days of ite rapid seltlement. and resided for a time in Nemahs county. From 
there they came to Wilson county and bonght property in Colfax township. 
The father engaged in the butcher business in Buffalo bot his former life was 
passed asa farmer. Te was born in 1829 and his wife was born in 1833. 
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The subject of this eketeh is an only child and received his primary edu- 
cation im the schools of Kansas. Ho decided upon medicine for his life work 
and read first with Dr D. V. Waite, of Rockton, Illinois. Following this ho 
touk a hwo yeurs course in the Chicago college of physicians and surgeons and 
later wraduated in the medical department of the aniversity of Tennessee at 
Nashville, February 24, 1845, THe went direct to Bisbee, Arizona, where he 
opened un office and remained two years, The succeeding four years he spent 
it Benson, Arizona, coming thence to Buffalo where he has since been in con- 
tinuous practice. His professional work has won him an enviable place in the 
estimation of the hest residents of his town and community. He is examinor 
for the Kansas Mutual, and the Equitable Life Insurance company of New 
York, and of the Fraternal Aid. He is a Woodman, a Royal Neighbor and 4 
member of the Knights of Pythias, is a iemhber of the grand lodge of the order 
and isa “Friend” in religious belief. 

July 27, 1893, Dr, Preston married Miss Nellie A. Cowdrey, an Iowa 
lady and a daughter of A. H. and Mary (Brooks) Cowdrey. The children of 
this union are, Irene G., Willie A., and Victor J, 

It, is not in his profession alone that Doctor Preston eycels. He is reeog- 
mized as a gentleman of high intelleetual attainments and of manly and .pro- 
fessional bearing. He occupies a place in the voeial scale of the community 
which merit alone can reach. Tike her husband Mrs. Preston is 2 person of 
onltore and much grace of manner, She is an only child and her parents reside 
i Humboldt, Kansas. ‘lheir family lineage traces back many centuries to 
Holland Duteh and ite history in thig country rome back into the early settle- 
ments, 


W. L, WARD —The subject of this brief personal skelch is mayor of the 
town of Bulfulo and the manager of the basiness of the Duncan Lumber con- 
pany. is u aative of the North Atlantic states group, being born in Chautauqua 
county, New York, March 16, 1861, He iz a son of Leyi BE. and Mary F, 
(Cathn) Ward. The father was a murehant and stock-shipper in the old 
state, and, about 1870, came to Coffey county, Kaneas, where he engaged in a 
dimmilay business. Whilv on a trip to market he was killed by the cars in St, 
Louis in 1876, at about forty-vight yoars of age. His widow suryivyed till the 
fall of 189%, tying at forty-nine yeare oll. wo children were all that com- 
prised the issny of this worthy conplu, as Follows, William L., our subject, and 
Edwin E., who wae killed at Leroy, Kaneas in 1892, at thirty-one years of age. 

W. L. Ward secored an academic education in his native state and began 
udtive business as a clerk and assistant postinaster in Leroy, Kansas. After 
that he ran a grocery on hig own wecount for two years. In 1891 he engaged 
with his present employers and has resided in Buffalo for ten years, He was 
elected mayor of his town in April, 1901, having served two terms on its town 
council, In politics he isa Republican and is one of the men who are looked to 
to take the initiative in doing things in his community. 
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Mr. Ward wae married Ovtober 10, 1867, to Mary A. Allee, whose father is 
i ex-recorder of dleuds of Miller eounty, Missouri. Mors, Ward is one of six 
children. Three children have come to grace the home of our subject, viz., uy 
H.. Ray, and Evelyn, Mr. Ward has filled all the chairs in the K of P. lodge 
and has served us delegate to the grand lodge. Ho is also a prominent factor 
2 the Modern Woodmen and Fraternal Aid of Buffalo, in which he has held 
OTCE, 


NDWARD N. CLASS—He whose name appears at the head of this 
article represents the Mterests of the Missouri Vacific railroad at Benedict at 
Which point he has efficiently and falthfally looked after his company’s affairs. 
He was born Jime 16, 1867, In Allen county, Indiana, and his parents were 
F. Jt, andl Mary E. Class who were born in Germany and came to the United 
States, oaeh with parents, in an early day, ‘he father, F, J. Class, wos 9 
shoemaker and plied his trade wherever he was located till his death in 1584. 
He came to Mansas about 1870 and resided at Eiliingham, where he was post- 
master Wider the Hays administration, and [rom which point he remoyed to 
Nortonville where he died, His age was about filty-nine years, while his wife 
survived lin two years and ched, They were members of the Methodist church 
in Which Mr. Class was an officer, Seven of their eight children are yet living, 
of whith our subjeet. Edward N., ia thea seventh. ‘The others are Frank, of 
Welda, Kansas; Willinm, of Huinansville, Missouri: Charles W., agent of the 
Santa Me ub Kingsley. Kansas; Harry, Associated Press disputeher at Denver ; 
Lillie V., wile of Seth Norman, of Birmingham, Kansas; Bert, operator for 
the Santa Fe company at Florence, Kaneas, and Ellen, who died in 1885, was 
wile of Henry Cook, a Missonri farmer. 

Nortonville, Kansas, was the point ut which our subject reeeived his 
public school edueation, He learned telography and at the age of sixteen 
yunrs wis stationed wt Howard, Kaneus, m the ney of the Santa Fe com- 
pany, His first offiee was at Olpe but was transferred from there in a few 
months to Pauline, Kansas, where he remained till May, 1887, when he was 
sunt to Cedar Grove, and renmained till July, 1887. From this point he was 
ordered to Holiday where ho lefl the serviee of the road and joined the Mis- 
sourt Pacific contpany. He held the station nt Monroe City, Missouri, for two 
years and was transferred thenee to Wyandotte. Kansas, and a few months later 
went to Leavenworth and, after a short time there, was sent to Osawalomie, 
Kuneas. At. this pomt he remained one year. going thence to Caney City, Kan- 
sus, andl in April, 1892, camo to Benedict, Tle has watched and worked for the 
growth of the business of his present station and is much gratified with the 
comnpurison of its volume now and that of ten years ago, 

Tn January, 1589, Mr. Class married Mise Flora B. Dean, a Kansas lady 
and a daughter of ZT. Dean. Mr. and Mrs, Class have three children, 2a 
follows, Chester, Inuz May and another. ‘They are members of the M. E. 
church and the hushund of the Modern Woodmen, He stands deservedly high 
in his profession and his efforts are appreciated not only by his road but by his 
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petrons and mihbors also, and bis tenure of office is in itself a mark of appre 
elation in which he is held by lis chief, the superintendent of the road, 

DR, A. L. HEARST—Since May, 1900, the subject of this brief article 
has resided in and heen anu integral part of the town of Benedict. His pro- 
fessional services bean with lus advent to the little village and have contmned 
with much benefit to his patrons and with satiefactory profit to himself, He is 
not 4 native Kansan but has the distinetion of being from that other and most 
famous “Prairie State” Tlinois. He was born in Mason county, March 10, 
1s74, and is a sen of L. A. Mearst ond Elizabeth M. Allen, the latter of whom 
died in 1884 at the age of twenty-eight vears, leaving three children of which 
our subject is the first born. ‘he other two wre Edwin CL, of St. Joseph, Mis- 
sori, and Bertha T. 

Loren A. Hearst, father of cor sutject, wae born in Henderson county, 
Tllinois, on 1850, and is a aon of William A. Hearst. ‘The latter served through 
the civil war as an Ilinois soldier and his son, I. A., was enlisted at a youthful 
age but the war closed before he saw much active field duty. The latter spent 
be life mainly in the drug business and is now a retired resident of St, Joseph, 
Missouri. 

Nr. Hearst, of this sketch, quit school with @ high school education, 
Chonsing moidicine, he entered the Emsworth Medical college at St. Joseph, 
Missouri, and graduated in that institution with the class of 1897. He did six 
nionths hospital work alter graduation and hogan practive at West Line, Mis- 
sourl, where he remained over three years. Dociding on a change ho selected 
Kenedict. Kansas, and in the carly summer of 1900 reached this point, 

Deoomber 24, 1900, he was married to Miss Kittie Thompson, a daughter 
of George and Mary E. Thompson, of Howarl, Kansas, Mrs. Hearst is a lady 
of aooomplishment, of culture and possesses an acquaintance with good books 
rare for one of her years. She is an active worker in the Christian church 
where she has served long as organist. The doctor holds a membership im 
about all the insurance orders represented in Bonediet and is the local examiner 
lor them. He examines also for the New York Mutual Insurance company. 


THOMAS P. PAVTON—The gentleman whose name heads this brief 
article is the eapable and well known carpenter and builder of Benedict. He 
Was born in Seiote county, Ohio, and his parents were Jeremiah and Nancy 
(Raridow) Patton, algo Ohie people, His birth occured October 28, 1850, and 
lis youth was pissed upon the farm. Wis father died in 1834 at thirty-three 
years of age and the father of three children, yia,, Thomas P., Ellen, wife of 
William Bramlett—governor of ‘Tennessee is lis brother—of Colorado: and 
Kidward, of Calvin, Indian ‘lVerritory. ‘The widow of Jeremiah Patton mar- 
riul Anthony Hill. deceased long sinew, and died al Downy City, California, 
in 1889, 

Thomas P. Patton was educated in the manner common to boys with rural 
surronodings in his day and the schools of Ohio, Illinois and Indiana were all 
contrilmtors toward his mental training. He left Madison county, Indiana, ip 
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1840 and his mother spent some time in Uinots, going from there to St. Louis, 
Missouri. He had learned his trade of framer and constructor in Mlinois and 
in the state of Missouri he plied it in the erection of houses and barns till 1257, 
when he honght @ farm in Linn county, that stale, and worked it till the civil 
war broke ont. De returned to Illinois in 18601 and enlisted in the 10th cav- 
alry, Company K, organized as an independent reyiment to go west. The 
coming on of hostilities in such real carnest, the regiment was assigned to 
Curtis’ division of the army of the southwest wud served for a time m Texas. 
After serving two vears our snlject was discharged on account of blindness and 
sent home, He could see nothing for three years aud all that time waz being 
treated by men of the profession. Finally desperation took possession af him 
and he undertook his own treatment with the revult that his sight returned to 
him so that he could resime his trade, Wis war alfliction returned to him in 
1874 to such an extent that forced his temporary abandonment of his trade. 
In 1889 lie came to Wilson county, Kansas, aud took up his residence in 
Benedict, 

Mr. Patton was first marrivd in 1855 ta Ellen Hartwell, born in Penn- 
evivania. A son, Mahlon C. Patton, of Linn county, Missouri, resulted from 
this marriage. The latter is married to Mahalu Sims and has four children. 
Tn 1877 our subject married, for his sewond wife, Ruth A. Sims, by whom two 
children were horn, as follows, Edward L., who is married and resides m 
Benedict. and Dora I, wife of Benjamin Ashford, of Thayer, Kansaa. 

His seventy-two years has been the era of greatest development and imo- 
menteus events in the life of our nation. From the standpoint of prowress the 
beginning of Mr. Patton's life is as far from its end as the “Dark Ages” are 
from the disenvery of Ameriea. Lt was a great age in which to live and have 
ones heing and it is a glorious age in which to die and be buried by the eons 
of progress, Three score and twelve years of honorable life, with its numerous 
possibilities and endless responetbilities all capably fulfilled and met, is an 
achievement not the lot of the great majority to accomplish and Mr. Patton is 
to he congratulated that providence had so willed if in the beginning. 


J, W. HYLER—Benedict’s well known drugevist, J. W. Hyler, was born 
in Morgan county, Ohio, September 13, 1850. Ulis parents were Richard 8, 
and Cassie (Israel) Hyler, whose births ocourred in Virginia and Ohio, re- 
spectively, the former being born im 1811, and the latter in 1513. The father 
was a farmer and miller and settled in Ohio where he enlisted in 1863 im the 
Aith Ohio infantry. His regiment wae sent into West Virginia where it helped 
relieve several regiments of regular volunteers and there did chiefly guard duty, 
They were called for by Governor Brough for this especial occasion and were 
to serve three months but eerved four instead, Considering hie age Mr. Hyler 
stood his military service well and from the war period til! bis death in 
November, 1896, he lived practically retired. Five of the ten children of this 
worthy couple etill live, one other, a daughter, Mrs. Brownell, heing a resident 
of Wilson county. 
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Mr, Hyler. our subject, acquiyed lis education im the country schools of 
native state, Le learned farming, as was but watural from his surroundings, 
and made it his chief occupation till L871 when he went to California, stopping 
m the wining regions of Sierra county, He soon proceeded to Mendocine 
eonnty where he worked along the coast in a lowing eamp lor a lumber com- 
pany. At this work he continued four yeurs with a satisfactory profit, Return- 
ing east he Joonted in Clark county, Lowa, secured a drug clerkship and later 
purchased a stock of drags and remained in the town of Osceola three years. 
Upon meeting with an opportunity to sell his bosiness he did so and came to 
Wilson county, Kansas, where, in Freedonia, he engaged in the grocery busi- 
nese, the tirm being Hyler & Wilson. He was engaged so from 1879 ta 1882, 
at which time he sold out and engayed in the drug business in Great Bend, 
Kansasy remaining there wotil September, 1885, when he returned to Fredonia 
and Wis again in business at this point till the year 1900, when he came to 
Benediet with a new stock, having a full line of drugs, paints, oils and wall- 

aper, 

Mr. Hyler was married May 2, 1878, to Miss Ida J. Wilson, ou Towa lady 
anda danghter of the late David and Eliza Wilson, no issne resniting from the 
union, Mr, Hyler is essentially a business man. While he has, in times past, 
permitted himself to be drawn into cantests of a friendly nature for public 
favore he has never lost sight of his alliance to his private interests and has 
condnetedl them io accordance with correet and approved methods. He bas 
serve! Fall River and Center townships as trustee and transueted his official 
bueinese with the same tact ond care that he gives Lo his own business. While 
he isa Knight of Pythias and has “passed all the chaire” he devotes little tine 
te secret order matters, exceph in the line of his admitted anc sworn duty. 


i 


D.C, OFPPENBACKER—The subject of this sketch is an 
mctrnstey of Ganitford township, Wileon county, and wae born 
in Haneork county, Indiana, September 14, 1802. Fis pare: 
ents were Mark and Mortha A. (Watt) Offenbacker, native 
people of the Tloosier state. They were tillers of the soil and resided im thetr 
native state cil 1882 when they brought their family to Kansas ond made set- 
tlenment in Wilson county. THe purchaeed 4 farm in Colfnx township and 
resides yon it still, a man well and favorably known, is the father. He was 
horn on the 24th of August, 1459, and on April 17th of the next year his wife 
was born. They were married in LS6L and our subject was the oldest of seven 
children, ae follows, David Clark, George B., Edward F., Harvey N., Benja- 
thin W., Minnie M,, and Charles A, 

‘The common schools were responsible for the education of D. C. Offen- 
backer, His work as boy, youth and man has heen along the line of farming 
and its kindred occupations. For the past seventeen or eighteen years he has 
engaged chiefly in threshing grain and operating a saw mill; the latter as a 
livelihood in winter, One million bushels of grain of various kinds has he 
made rendy for the market in ten townships of Wilson county, and he hus done. 


vf 
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something for about every farmer in his own township. For the past four 
years, with his engine, he lma dove much eawing of logs into dimension and 
other lumber used im the construction of houses and barns hereahout. 

— _Devember 1, 1880, Mr. Offenbacker and Maggie Wilson were married. 
She wes a daughter of 8. 5. and Sarah Wilson of near Benedict, but died 
Seplember 1, 1887, at the ave of twenty-five years. February 22, 1890, Mr, 
Olfenbacker married Miss Dot G. Seott, o daughter of R. D. and Narcissus 
Seott, of Clifton township, bat native of the state of Kentueky. Four children 
were born to this second union, vix., Blunche B., Perey G., Verna A.. deceased, 
and Avis Imogene. 

One of (he prominent fraternities, the Odd Fellows, claims Mr. Offen- 
backer as a member. He anid his wile lelong to the Rebekahs and to the 
Modern Tontivs. of which he iz local president, He is a Modern Woodman and 
is past Venerable Consul of his comp. He ia of Presbyterian faith and has 
servedl oz an Milder in the Presbyterian church while Mrs, Otfenbacker holds 
her church relationship with the Methodists, He is clerk of the Benedict school 
hosrd and is one of the active promoters of education hereabout, In polities 
he is a democrat of the old and honorable school and has filled the office of 
justice of the peace and resigned it to qualify for the office of township trustee, 

le has represented his township in county conventions and his county in state 
conventions. He stands a eonspicuous example of that worthy citizenship 
which give honor and character to a great state, Ilis residence is in Benedict, 


ARTHUR J. TEATO—In the year 1869 there settled in Vall River 
tuwnship, Wilson county, &@ gentleman whose career a# a courageous and in- 
dustrivus citizen has marked him for more thun thirty years and whose modest 
share in the advancement of his county’s interests has been performed with 
that sinverily and lack of show characteristic of a manly man. fis connection 
with the agricultural and pastural interests of the county show his bent and 
the ability with whieh he has managed lie alairs stamps him as one of our suc- 
cessful farmers. 

Arthur J. Heath, to whom ewe refer in this article, was born of English 
parents in Kate county, New York, April 18. 1810. The latter were John 
und Elizabeth (Ashby) Fleath who eame to the (United States in 1854 and 
took up their residence in the Empire state, ‘The father was a wagon-maker 
by trade and passed his active life largely im the state of New York, He came 
to Kansas in S70 and joined his son in Wilson county where he died at the 
age of sixty-seven vears. His wife died at ten years older, being the mother 
of five ehildren, of whom three survive. namely, Mrs, Ivis Hubbel, of Neo- 
desha, Kansas. Mrs. Jennie Gould, of Pasadena, California, and Mr. Heath of 
this review, 

A. J. Tleath was reared on a farm. The home of his parents in New 
York remained his home till the year 1864 when he shipped, March 15th, on 
hoard the transport “Clara Pickens.” ‘afore the mast, bound south The south- 
ern port wis Port Royal, Soath Carolina, and the yessel plied between that 
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pomt and New York. One year sufficed for vur subject on the water for le 
became tired of the life in that time and returned home, Leaving again, he 
started westward and wandered u little in Ohio and Pennsylvania without ser- 
inus intention of gebtling anywhere. He was im the oil fields of the latter 
state about two vears, trading in vil stock, ete, and when he started again 7t 
was ih the direction of the state of lowa. Ele was employed in that state aa 
a farm hand for two years, und with the seenmulations of these years as a 
monthly wage earner, he came into Kansas, the year above vamed, and pre- 
chipled a quarter section of land in Wilson county. Dis locativn was four 
miles northwest of Fredonia and his farm is one of the places well known far 
tiles around. When he settled his piece of prairie land Mr. Heath was warned 
by his fow neighbors that he was. by the act, only inviting and encouraging 1 
visit from starvation and destitution, but he thought otherwise and never 
doubted the substantial result of the experiment. Many yeare ago he christen- 
ed his farm “Maple Lawn” ond its beauty and atlruetivenese have attained 
for it a wide reputation. THis building site commands a view of the valley 
bulow and of the farnous “Twin Mounds” and the county seat in the distance. 
Hie reeidence is situated in a grove of maple trees and the arrangement and 
character of his other unprovements are in keeping with a model farmstead. 
At one time Mr. Heath wae well known as a cheese and butter maker but of 
recent youre he has reduced his herd of cows to a point where $500 represents 
the value of his cheese output per year, His flock of Southdowns are a 
sures of Income unequaled by auy other interest on the farm, invovling like 
exupital, and indicate the certain adaptability of Wilson county for the promo- 
tion of the wool industry. 

Mr. Heath returned to his home in New York and married Miss Mary 
Underhill, a native of his home county and state. In 1880 she wus taken from 
him by the hand of death, leaving him with five children, namely, Jennie; 
Adflie; Carrie, 4 graduate of the Kansas State Normal eehool of the claas of 
1901 and a teacher in the schools of Montana; John, the only eon, is with the 
24rd United States infantry. He served in the Philippine insurrection and 
returned home by the way of New York, thus completing the trip around the 
world and being the first regiment to make that record; and Alive, now de- 
ceased, In 1888 Mr, Tleath married his second wife, who was Mrs, Alice 
Hastings, a daughter of John and Hannah Sharp, who came to Kansas from 
Tndiaim in the year 1880, The two children of this marriage are Clinton and 
Orpha. 

In his political relations until recent years Mr. Heath has been a Dermo- 
erit, The issues involving the money question caused his party to desert the 
time honored principle of “sound money” and offer, instead, the principle of 
“free coinage’ which Mr. Teath believed to be antagonistic to our best interests 
and he supported McKinley for president, He has served his township as its 
trustee three terms and holds the public confidence in a high degree. 
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JAMES G. JOHNSON—Saint Clair county, Illinois, is the native place 
of the subject of this review. He was born on the fth day of July, 1842, his 
father being w native eon of the some county and born October 17%, 1817, Tho 
lntter was Wealey Johneon, who married Sophia Badgely in August, 1840. The 
futher diel April 12, 1849, and the mother on the 21et of August, 1850, at 
twenty-eight veure of age. Two of their family of three children yet Live, 
namely; James G., ovr sabject, aud Emma Scott. The father of Sophia 
(Budgely) Jobneon wae Abrahany Badyely, burn in Hardy county, now West 
Virginia, April 26, 1793, went inte Illinois, while it was vet a territory and 
died Mareh 7, 1857. His wife was Rachel Bonham. born November 23, 1789, 
marrio’d July a0, 1512, and was a native of the state of New Jersey. 

The subjeer of oor eketeh wos left alone at the early and childhood age 
of eight years, the oldest of three children. His grandfather, Badgely, tool 
charge of all the children and until James G. made his home with hia own 
aunt dome time after his parents’ death, He took an interest in matters 
whout his new home ae soon as he reached the propor age, lent a hand in the 
outdoor work and in general lightened the borden of his philanthropic relative. 
As he became able to make a full band at farm work he hired out hy the month 
and, ae snoh laborer, knew Adams as well as Saint Clair county, Ulineia, In 
the spring of 1801 he enlisted in company G, 22nd Mlinois infantry but on 
exuminmation was rejected on account of being under size. July 14, 1862, he 
repeated the attempt te get into the army and was received into Company B, 
Hith infantry, was made 4 dronimer boy and served till the close of the war. 
His regiment was a part of the 2nd brigade, 2nd division of the 14th army 
worps, Hnder Genoral John A, Logan. He was on the Atlantic campaign, being 
in the battles at Dallas, Nesaca, Nennesaw Mountain, Atlanta, Ist and 2nd 
battles, with Sherman to the sea, and on the return north. Fought at Ft. Me- 
Alister, Ogevche River, Bentonville, North Carolina, and was prseent at the 
surrender of Johnston's army, Tfis drum corps was honored with the 
position of first place, Inarching in front of the great and victorious army in 
the grand review ab Washington, D.C, Mr, Johnson was muatered out of the 
service at Washinuton City ou the 6th day of June, 1865, was paid off and dis- 
charged at Springtield, [lingis, on June 27, 18h, 

July 28, 1807, Mr. Johneon was murried to Kizabeth Seott, a Saint Clatr 
young lady, born May 1%, 1848, and « daughter of Charles and Rosella 
(Budgely) Seott. Mr. Seott was born February 6, 1809, in Uhnois. was a 
Black Hawk soldier ancl died af the soldiers’ home in Quiney, Llinois, October 
19, 1806. His wife was born April 17, 1823. was the mother of five children 
and diel Mare 17, 1854. She married Charles Seott November 28, 1841, 
Four of the issue of Mr. and Mrs. Scott are living, as follows: John, born 
February 12, 1843; George W., born October 29, 1845; Samuel R., born Janu- 
ary 23, 1840: Emily J., born March 7, 1852, died the Ist of July a year later, 
Mrs. Blizaheth Johnson being the other surviving child. 

After his marriage Mr, Johnson went to Adams county, Tlineis, and re 
mained, renting lind and farming, till 1871, when the young couple came to 
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Kansas. They settled in Wilson county, were renters two years and in 1573 
purchase! an eighty acre tract of nature’s own, situated on Fall river. 

In the process of improving his farm Mr. Johnson has made aome geolo- 
gical discoveries which are ef much interest to students of prehistoric ages. Ha 
has brought wp from the depths below parts of the skeleton of some huge 
aniinal, possibly of the masteden species, in a good state of preservation ; mas- 
sive bones, teeth weighing ten pounds and in all six jiandred pounds of silent 
evidunee of life before the flood. 

Mr, und Mrs. Johnson’s family consists of four children, viz: Laura, wife 
of Henry Allen; Ina, wife of O. E. Hall, and Chloe and Myrtle. 


NAPOLEAN B. CHISIAM—The subject of this personal sketch, now 9 
resident of Fall River township, is one of the genuine Kansas pioneers, He 
was born so near the real frontier that it ean almost be said that he is a son of 
nahire. Ky experience he has neyer known a well-settled community, save as 
the filling-up process of settlement went on in Atchison and Leavenworth 
counties just after the war. He has been a child of the frontier always and the 
progress of cryilizalion westward was accompanied ly him till it reached out 
mte central Kansas and passed him in Butler county, Now that he has spent 
fen years in his present location the congested population common to the east 
is ro gieaes to him and the crowding and pushing for room is still a long 
way otf, 

Mr. Chisham was born in Jackson county. Missouri, July LY, 1849, 
Thomas Chrisham, a native of Kentucky, was hie father, and Julia Stripling, 
also a Kentuckian, was his mother, Im 1838 the parents moved to Missouri 
and settled in Jackson county where the father remained tll 1853, when he 
left for the gold fields of the Pacific coast and, after one year, waz not heard 
from again, Jn 1855 the wether and children crossed over the border and 
erttled in Leavenworth county, Nanene. They resided there and in Atchison 
county many yeare and the mother watched the growth and training of her 
ehildren as long os they needed » mother’s care. Mer four children still sar- 
vive and with them alternately makes her home. They are James, Mrs, 
Margaret Hodges, Mrs. Annettu Childves and Napolean B. 

The subject of this review was au active and useful son of a good mother 
and remained in her household ti) he attained his majority. Whatever his 
lmnde could do to provide against the pinch of poverty they did and his efforts 
contributed much toward the maintenanow and support of the parental home. 
Tn 1871 he went out into the wilde of Brtler county, then on the edge of viyi- 
lization, where hy took u homestead, the first lod he ever owned, This he 
improved, deeded and owned till 1892 when le disposed of it and, for the first 
time, turned him hack toward the west. THe came east to Wilson county and 

urchased three hundred and five acres of land in Fall River township which 
ts ainee remained his home. The improvement and cultivation of this have 
have employed him, and among the former is a rare structure-—a caye—the - 
conception and accomplishment of his own brain and hand. He is a mechanic 
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without un apprenticeship, or a master’s training, and the trowel as well as the 
ayuare aii] compass and planecomehandy to him. His blacksmith shop is one of 
the features of hie farm and his own and his neighbors’ work is done with the 
expertness of a trained hand. 

Mr. Chisham was married in 1873 to Miss Mary Johnson, a daughter of 
Damel and Mary Johnson who came to Kansas from Indiana in 185) and 
settled in Douglas county. Eight children were horn of this anion, namely: 
Corrie, wile of Frank Haneock: Etta, wife of KR. J. Lewis; Della, wife of 
Willian Finley: Pred, Kansas, Joseph, Milton and Harry. 

The years Mr. Chisham has paseed in Kansas are witness to her whole 
history as territory and state They cover the exciting and dangerous time of 
the aivil war when Union men in Leavenworth and Atchison counties saved 
their lives by the pistol and the “brush.” The impression of these incidents 
remain with him vividly for he saw seme of them with his own eyes. Tn the 
early settlement of Butler county he was again borught face to face with the 
rongh-and-tumble of life. The settlers of the frontier are the victims of rol- 
lnng and thieving bende and syndicates and they were plainly prevalent in 
Kansas in 1871. The “border war” and the civil war ond the reign of thieving 
terrorism accompanying and following both furnish subjects upon which Mr. 
Chisham speaks with anthoritv. 


CHARLES H. MARINER—The gentleman whose name introduces this 
brief mention is one of those cifixens in Wilson county whose life ambition is 
rapidly culaninating in his modest personal achievements, and one whose resi- 
denew in the county spans the whole epoch of its permanent settlement and 
substantial Geprovement. 


In the spring of 1868 there appeared im the little town of Fredonia a 
young man of twenty-four guided by a purpose and filled with energy and 
ambition and hope, Ile was not a new settler in the west for le had had an 
eyperionee of two yours on the frontier, but the characteristics of the east, 
Where he was brought up, still plaraly dominated him and stamped upon his 
individuality the imprint of a manly man, Marked with these qualities and as 
an earnest of his sincere intentions as a eettler Charles H. Mariner embarked 
at enee, i a small way, in the general mereantile business in the yillage-county 
seal. The capital with which le stocked his store-room was that saved from 
wages earned during his two years’ residence in Lawrence, Kansas, where his 
mercantile experience was also acquired, Joaeeph Keeler, his uncle bad taken 
him into his business place in the latter city, thereby providing him with just 
the oppurtunity that a young man from the staid and congeeted east needed in 
the restless unsympathetic west, Two years as a merchant in Fredonia sufficed 
to place our subject in a position to aceomplish his ultimate and real purpose 
on coming into the county—the “taking of a claim” and the beginning of a life 
of permanence herein. 
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The Empire State witnessed the birthplace of Mr, Mariner. Tis natal day 
Was November 12, 1844. and Yates county was the scat of the family home. He 
wis a son of Milue Mrainer ane Maria Keeler, the former born im Connecticut 
and by trade a enrpenter, and the latter a oative of Pennsvivania. The father 
was prominent in thu town of his residence, filling many of its offices and doing 
olhur things which rendered bim «a commendable figure in public affiairs, He 
died where he lived Joly, +, 1803, ut the age of sixty-three. His wife survived 
him inany years, came to Kansas und died at the home of our subject in October 
1886, ayed seventy-six years. 

Miles Mariner was (wiee married and Charles EH. is the sole survivor of 
his second tinion. The two sons of his firet marriage being Ephraim and 
Suinuel 8. Charles IL, of this review, was liberally schooled in his ustive 
community and when he reached) his majority he took Horace Greely’s advice 
od came west. In December, 1205, he set oat on his trip to the plaine of 
Kanets und stopped enroute at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for a short visit with 
a brother. In January, 18Mi, he reached Lawrence, Kansas, where he remained 
for some time, as stated before. His introduction ta Wilson county has already 
lwwn covered and bis history as a farmer and stock man and os a resident of 
Oonter township now briefly follows: 

Mr. Mariner sold his steck of goods and followed an Indian trail out three 
miles southwest of Fredonia where he entered 4 quarter section on fhe broad 
and yrassy pers The main trail of the Osage Indians crossed his claim 
und its Ionliness was therchy somewhat relieved by the appearance of au 
verasional traveler or the visit ef a wandering “warrior” The work of im- 
provement begun, it went slowly and steadily on. Year after year found our 
subject a little nearer the goal of his ambition, as nature gave way to art and 
as the homestead becane conspicuous as the habitation of the white man. His 
thirty years of incessant lohor have brought his expanding farm under a splow- 
dit state of oultivation; have stocked its pasture with cattle and horses; have 
erected og inodern two story residence in the midst of an artificial forest +f 
ermamontal and native trees; have Iaiull barns awl other necessary structurse 
for the accomodation of the premises and has planted anil grown to bearing 
an orebard of eighteen acres of choice apples, besides other desirable fruits of 
the farm. 

The year after Mr. Mariner secured his claim and built his modest cabin 
be inade a trip to Michigan and there married Eliza MeMichels, a teacher of 
Buchanan, Michigan, With lis wife he visited his old home in New York state 
returning to Kansas for the last time m 1870. Mrs, Marimer is a daughter of 
Sanoel and Naney MeMichels, and is one of a family of six children, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mariner’s children are Laurea, wife of Henry Bacheloy; Elva E., wife of 
Dan Russell, of Fredonin+ Clarn A.. who married Andrew J. Foster and resides 
in Oklahoma: Georgie, who oeeuples the position af bookkeeper and assistant 
vashier in the State bani of Predonin; Mabel, und Ralph FB. 

Charles H. Mariner as a citiaen is ne Charles TL. Mariner the farmer. Te 
is (horengh-going aud honorable and eminently fair between man and man, 
His intercourse has been marked by a third of a century of neighborly and 
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friendly dealing with his community and his ucuumulations are # mounment to 
his industry and perseverance. His liberality extends to all matters having in 
view the welfure of his county or his family and to sueh enterprises as con- 
tribute to that end he yields hig snbstantial support. While not in politica, 
either as a business or a pastine, he tikes that interest in political contests 
Which a good citizen shonld anid gives his aid to the poliey of the Republicans. 


DENNIS FITZMORRIS—The citizenship of Wilson county is, like that 
of the Unitel States, a heterogeneous one, [tis nade up of people from every 
eivilized gountry, all attracted hy the one great purpose, namely, the acquiring 
ofa heme Asa general propesition, perhaps the wost versatile and thrifty of 
hor "et alee are those of foreign birth, ‘They seem to seize opportunities 
whieh the native bern often fail to see and the greater freedom accorded them 
in America over the “Old Country” seems to kindle a desire for achievement 
unequaled by their American neighbor. It is so with the German and Freneh 
ond the Hussian and equally so with our cousins from the British Isles, What 
Gero would cross tle water tbo America and engage in mercantile pursuits 
if there was net a promis of yood- profit in the change? What Freochman 
would sepurute himself from his native land and ply the trade of his early 
(veining in the United States without a@ prospect of reaping a golden harvest 
for his efforts? What Irishman would transfer his allegiance from the queen's 
(lomaine to the new world—leaving behind the ties of blood—settle out on the 
frontier in advance of civilization with the coyote and the Red Man as his 
neivhbor, and risk his fortunes and Ins life, bot in the hope that such saeri- 
five will eventually reward him with fall and absolute independence? The 
latter case, in particular, is one which parallels the experience of our subject, 
herein, Dennis Fitvtnorris. A son of Thomas and Margaret (Kearney) Vitz- 
morris, and born in County Kerry, Ireland, on the 15th of May, 1834, our 
enbject accompanied his parents, in 1851, on their journey of settlement to the 
United States. “The first seven years the family spent in the new world were 
yassod in New York City. near whieh Dennis secured employment as a farm 

thorer. Out of his wages curing this period he saved five hundred dollars 
and with this for a staku le came west in 1558, The journey toward the set- 
ting sun did not end till Woolson county, Kansas, was reached, and at a point 
oight milet west of Mumboldi—on Owl creek—settlement was made. “Claim” 
was taken and the slow process of carving outa home from the wilds of nature 
was at once begun, ‘here the father, who came @ year later, ended this life 
in 1878 at the age of seventy years; his wife haying died in New York just 
prior to th mlepartare of the family westward, 

‘ Dennis Fitzmorris is one of six children and four living. He left his 
“elnimn” in Woodson county when the war came on and hired to the satler of 
the th Knnene ae clerk, with whom he remained three years and three months. 
He then returned home, sold his ‘claim’ for 4 small sum and went to Lawrence, 
in Douglas county, and engaged in the grocery business. He disposed of his 
store at the ond of the second year, came to southern Kansas and purchased 
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a quarter section in Wilaon vaunty, in the new Gamons Fall river bottom. Tt 
was the year Ls66 when he beeame identified with the settlement of Wilson 
county, but not as a furmer, for he spent two years in the village of New 
Albany ae au “Tadian trader” before he took seriously and systemationlly to the 
plow. The work of the farm hegun, it continued with wmdiminished and wna- 
hated vigor, by father, mother and children, till the area of the home had in- 
ereased to nearly two square miles of land and the position of the household 
was one af independence and plenty, Fourteen and a half eighties of as fine 
land as ever responded to the touch of a skillful farmer is a most unusual and 
remarkable avhievenont in a period of thirty years, Its possession means that 
in ifs uvenmulation the edge of ambition has been removed from the lives of its 
owners and that them portion henceforward is contentment and satisfaction 
in thetr accomplishment. The acquirement of his land and its improvement 
with the passage of time has not been brought about solely by the growing of 
erain. ‘The handling of stock and the feeding of his grain and hay have come 
to be one of the chiet sovrees of his income and his growth in this industty 
marks him now as one of the largest feeders and shippers in Wilson county. 
His harns are supplied with modern conveniences and his commodious home 
is connected by telephone with his little town, his county seat and with that of 
his thrifty neighbors, 

Mr. Fitgmorvis was married in Lawrence, NKunsas, in the fall of 1870 to 
Misa Sarah Donoho, a native of County Limerick, Ireland. She has shared 
his forties and misfortunes in Wilson county and been an invaluable aid in 
the dual management of the affairs of their large sud increasing interests, The 
marriage of this worthy couple has resulted in the birth of six children, as fol- 
lowe; Snrah, Anna, Thomas. William, Frank und Gertrude, In polities Mi, 
Fitzmorris pins his faith ty Demoeracy. 


CHARLES K. HALL—l'be gentleman whose name heads this brief 
article ig a native of Wilson county and a con of n plonver, distinguished as a 
citizen in his day, ‘Those who were residents of Fall River township the year 
the eivil war ended well we reinemberthe appowrance there for settlement of the 
pioneer and soldier, William Hall. He was o peteran of the 54th Indiana in- 
fantry. commanded by Colonel Strnight, the “tunnel” hero of Libby prison, in 
Company G, of whieh conspatty be had a commission as first lieutenant. He 
came to Kaneas to aid in tho settlement aul to win « home in the area of its free 
lunde. Te settled in New Albany where he engaged mm the mercantile business, 
selling vonds and bundling all the products of the early-day farmers. The Red 
Men had not entirely deserted Fall River valley yel and his wandering about 
over the old haunts served to impress upon the seltlers the fact that the real 
frontior was not far off. Mr. Halk established himeell in the confidence of his 
oountrymen and as ou result carried on an extensive and profitable hosiness. 
Le freighted all hia goods from Kansas City till the construction of the L, L- 
& G. railroad and shipped all his export stuff to that point or from if to some 
other market. Flis transactions became sv extensive and the limits of his trade 
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area so wide that he was known over the greater portion of southeast Kansas. 
His prominence was not of ephemeral growth but was the result of genuine 
merit m the mon and continue throughout life. He was a native of Indiana, 
wis married to Mary Richards ond died September 9, 1884, at the age of sixty- 
one. His wife died June 12, 1487, at fifty-seven, being the mother of four 
childrun, vis: Mary Lyneh, deceased; Hiram R. and William F., both in Okla- 
home; and the auhject of this review. 

Charles 12. Hall was born in New Alhany, Wilson county, July 8, 1872. 
Tle was educate] in the public schools of New Albany and in Fort Scott, 
Kansas, where he attended the Kansas Nermal college, He next attended the 
Central Business college, at Great Bend, Kansas, and graduated. Upon his 
return to New Alhany he took @ clerkship with O. L, Jackson and held it three 
years. He also did a similar service for George Curry for a short’time. Leay- 
ing the store he moved to his farm tear town where he has since devoted hiniself 
to the business of grain and stock raising and of buying and shipping stock, 
grain and hay, Mr. Hall owns «a good furm of 145 acres adjacent to the village 
of New Albany on whieh he lives and where he carries on farming in connection 
with bis other Wusinese. 

Qn March 26, 1902, Mr. Hall married Chloe B. Juckson, daughter of 
Carlton B. and Mary Jackson, his wife being a native of New Albany, Wilson 
county, im whieh loeality her purent= settled in 1865, moving from Bourbon 
coumity, Kansas, where they locuted temporarily on coming to the state twe 
years before. ‘hey came from Misseort to this stute. 

Mr, Hull affiliates with both the Masons und the Odd Fellows und is, in 
polities, a Democrat. 


$i 


KLIJAH A, HALL—The subject of this personal review is one whose 
history. and that of his ancestors, is filled with stirring events and spans the 
period of our greatest national development, He is descended from a race 
of patriots and solediers and his remote ancestors were pioneers in the settle- 
ment of America. More than one hundred and sixty years ago the Halls of 
this ling were among the settlers of the colony of “Old Virginia. Th 17387 John 
Tall, the grandfather of oor subject, was born there, murried Sophia Hall and, 
when the American revolution finde oot, served as am faithful soldier in the 
Continental army. He was onder General Greene at the battle of IGng*s 
Mountain and Guilford Court honse aud five years, in all, did he spend battling 
for the independence of his country. ‘The recitul of the experience of his army 
life our subject hus listened to by the hour and some of his earliest impressions 
are of this old, grizzled patriot us he totlered about feasting on the memories of 
the past. Late in life he moved out to Clinton county, Ohio, where he died nt 
the age of one hundred and three years. 

The futher of our subjech was Hodson Hall who, like his illustrious father, 
was born in Virginia. His birth oceurred in Patrick county in 1781, In early 
life he became & cilizen of the new state of Ohio and there he enlisted, towards 
the close of the struggle, in the war of 1812, He married Nancy Alley, a West 
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Virgina lady, and the two were among the early settlers of Houry county, 
Tndiana, Te died in Tipton, that state, in 1840, being the father of a large 
family of alillren, The mother died in the same place m 1845, 

Elijah A. Hall was bern in Chnton county, Ohio, August 10, 1823. He 
Wie brought up ona farm in Henry eounty, Iidinua, and was a pupil of the 
county schools of that locality, Moving trom Henry to ‘Tipton county he 
slarted a tannery there which be conducted two veare, dropping it to enter the 
mice for the diggings of Califerniu. He joined 4 caravan hound for the 
Eldorado, overland, aud was four mouths ov the journey. He reached Cali- 
fornia in Atwrust, 1800, und in the spring of 1851, returned home by the 
Panama route, Ou the 4th of July, 1882, he eet owt for the gold flelds again, 
taking o anil boat sround South America, and being forty-two days out of 
sightaf land. He reached California after mauy months of weary waiting and 
remain in the state fiftewn years—mining and raising stock, On leaving 
California he went to British Columbia, making the trip hy the old water ronte 
and takin his horses with him. The ship naephaterst ft severe storm, sprang 
n luak, {led the hold with twanty feet of water and drowned all the stock. By 
ihe qhost sirenuous “forte the ship was kept afloat and landed in British pow 
vensivns. Mr. Hall went on a prospoeting trip up the Fraser river and re- 
wena) in the unweleome country two vears Turnmeg toward the United 
States he somgly Nevada, where he spent two years tm wining, with much 
snecese From this port he went to Oregon but, soon after, retraced his steps, 
park, way, to California and then to Idahe, In this wild and mountainous 
wuntry he also niade money and, when he Jeft 11 and went to Montana, he 
acknowledged his mistake and returned with little delay. On leaving Idaho he 
took ship for South America, a distanve of len thousand miles by the Pacific, 
anid in that country he remained long enough to become acquainted with the 
habits and evustonis of the people, He continued lis jowrnoy, after some time 
spent among the Aztecs of Spanish blood, and reached his Indiana home in 
1867. In 1868 he came oul to Kansas and located in Now Albany, Wilson 
eounty, Te made several trips to Texas and the Indian Torrtory, trading 
in cattle, and on one of these trips became sequainted with the new town of 
Elk Fulle. He ereeted the first flouring mills there and opened a stock of 
weneral merchanidisy, also, LHe entrosted the management of the store te a con- 
fidential employe and lost $20,000.00 by the transaction, Returning to Wilson 
county he began the auprovement of Ins lands, Te owned a farm in Fall River 
bottoms and this furnished ample exense for his settling down to the real busi- 
nuss of life. He was married in 1869 and the work on the farm went steadily 
and snocessfally on. In 1874 he lost his wife and in 1879 he was again married 
and the general prosperity of the family lias continued. His farm of five hun- 
dred and sixty aeree ts one of the noel attractive and desirable in Wilson county 
and as a corn aud wheat tract it cannot be surpassed in all the state. 

As before stated Mr. Tall has been twice married; the first tine to Laure 
Edmonds and the second time to Miss Cindrolla Lilburn, Hig present wife 
came to Kansas in 1878 with her mother, her father. John Lilburn haying died 
at Cumberland Gap, Kentucky, while a eoldier in the Union army, Mrs, Hall’s 
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purenis were natives of onst Tennessee. Mes. Hall was born in Jeffersonville, 
Indiana. She is the mother of two children, Louisa and Allen, both. under the 
parental roof, 

Inchidins the brief review of the life and adventures of this remarkable 
character we entertain the wish that we might have the space at our command 
in this volume to include all the exciting ana interesting incidents of his event 
ful onree, TLis anoestors before mentioned and his brothers, Rosa, William amd 
HWiram—soldiers of the civil war—furnish ample evidence of the bravery, 
courige and patriotiem of the stock and add to this the determination and 
darine epirtt of adventure of his own life and a combination is presented which 
rivals, in interest, the mental makeup of some of the historic characters of 
monnfain anil plain Mr, [alls sanguinary conflicts were fought out in Ne- 
vada where Indian attacks were frequent and sometimes fotal, as it happened 
when seven of their company were killed or wounded, on one occasion; or in 
California when imposed upon by some ruttan or bully bent on ruling or ruio- 
ing the camp; or in Oregon or Idaho or Montana where the nerve of the trader 
or honest miner always stood him in good hand. [tis unwritten history which 
reveals the details, and consequently the most interesting features, of a true 
story, and could that of the lives of our worthy “forty-niners” be gleaned and 
made accessible to the reading public no tale or romance would surpass it and 
ho book has yet been written presenting such incidents as all the experiences, 
HeomMbined, of these men of nerve and sinew and hone, Mr. Hall was in Havana. 
when Lopez was executed, following the murder of Crittenden and his men, 
and relating a Dimnber of esperionces of those tines. 





HENKY A. KING—The subject of this personal sketch was born in 
Lehigh eounty, Pennsylvania, January 10, 1844, The past twenty years of his 
life have been spent in Wansnas, the lost eighteen of which he has passed upon 
afarm in Wilson county. Mr. Ning isa sen of Gertnan parents, his father he- 
ing Daniel King and tis mother Elvinan Hiumm, heth native of the Keystone 
state. His father has passed his life as a carpenter and cabinet-maker and 
resides now in Shelby county, Moaais, to whieh pornt he went in 1867. He was 
horn in 1425 and his wife whe died in 1890, was born in 1881, The German 
language Was spoken in the home of Daniel King and our subject learned to 
epeak it and received lis instruction in the publis schools in the same tongue. 
After they grew up the children pieked up Muglish in their communication with 
the outside world and Henvy A, King epeaks one language now as well as he 
oes the other, 

Our subject came to Tiom when lis parents did, He was the oldest of 
nine children and when he came of age he hired out toa Mr, Punk and was in 
his eiyploy three years, Te then started overland to Oregon, reaching his 
destination to Baker county just ninety-nine and a half days after his departure 
from Thinois Ile remained tn Ovegon one year, disliked the state, sold off his 
effects and returned to Indiana by rail, Te vented a farm and did not agam 
eross the Mississippi river on his westward tour till 1882, when he came to 
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Kansas, He stopped first in Miami eonnty where he bought fifty-five acres 
of land and resided on it two years. In 1884 he eame on south to Wilson county 
and located just southwest of Coffeyville. On this spot has Mr. King passed 
his life in Wilson county and here he las been engaged in farming and raising 
stock. In 1894 he met with a severe misfortune im the loss of his honse and 
comtents by fire, He moved into his barn und lived one year, or until his new 
cottage was completed. 

Mr. King was married to Mary Jane MeQueston, born in Beaver county, 
Petnsylvunia. She was a daughter of John and Mary (Freed) McQueston, 
beth Pennsylvania poople, who came to Indiana in 1866. The father divd 
there in 1880 at the age of fifty-nine years and his widow survived him till 
1901, when she died at seventy-four years of age. Mr. McQueston wae a Fed- 
eral soldier in a Pennsylvania regiment during the civil war. Mr, and Mrs. 
King’s four children are: Lydia Belle, wife of Charles Boyd, was married 
Decumber 16, 1900; Mary Alvina (the first born) is the wife of Fred Wil- 
lougnhy, was married December 10, 1899; and William O., and John D. King, 
nt home, 

Mr. King has lived an honorable and upright life. He is an industrious 
farmer, neat and tidy about his premises and if he has not accumulated wealth 
he has reared a family te become neeful and honorable men and women aud 
luaves them the rich inheritance of a good name. 


DAVID E. WILLOUGHBY—Verdigris township, Wilson county, 14 the 
home of the subject of this sketch. He is one of the successful farmers and 
stockraisers in his locality and is a native of Wayne county, Lowa, where he 
was born October 13, 1856. His parents were Hopson B. and Malinda (Wil- 
liame) Willoughby, both of whom were born in Kentucky. The parents 
came south into Kausas in 1873 and settled in Wilson county where they re- 
sided until the year 11 when they returned to Town on a prolonged visit with 
children. The father is eighty-two and the mother seventy-nine yeurs old and 
they ure the parents of cight children. In 1880 the father left his native state 
and came north and west into Missouri and resided in that state till the 
opening year of the war of the Rebellion when he went op into lowa and 
located in the county of Wayne, 

David BE. Willoughby. November 27, 1879, was married to Miss Addie 
Prouty, a Wisconsin woman who came to Kansas with her parents when she — 
was but three years old. She is a daughter of Alva and Emma (anehier) 
Prouty, of New York and Wisconsin, rezpectively, whose residence in Kansas 
dates from 1863, They first settled in Miami county but in 1872 came to 
Wilson county where the father died the sate year, at fifty-two years old, The 
mother died in July of the following year at the age of forty-four, Their four 
children are Fannie Cook, of Missouri; James aud Jason Prouty, and Mrs, 
Willoughby. 


00 INSTONY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAB, 


Hiz marriage marked the first serious and earnest event in the career of 
Mr. Willoughby, Ile purchased, soon thereafter, one hundred and sixty acres 
of lond chiefly on time and, with his industrious and ambitions wife, set to 
work to pay for it, When this was accomplished they did not stop but kept on 
adding to the farm until four hundred acres are ineluded in its area and von- 
stitute their home. ‘The valley land he farms and the hill land he uses for 
erazing for lis hundreds of cattly and other stock. ‘lhe residence is located 
ext to the blu? al fine spring water flows owt above the house and is con- 
ducted thereto in pipes, tus bringing an abundance of fresh water to a hydrant 
handy to the door, ‘Ihe transformation on their premises wrought by these 
energetic people in a trifle more than o. generation is marked and their skill m 
management is most commendable. Trou, the older children have had a hand 
in the work of development hut the leading actors in the drama of life have 
been Mr. and Mra. Willoughby. 

Hight children have come to grave the home of onr eubject, as follows: 
Karnest D.. dames A., Hopeon J.. Atta A., Vada, Wilham W., and Roy. 

In 1875 he worked for $15.00 a month for Oscar Coy, the man Coyville js 
named fer, whith money lie invested in valves and made his start im Life, 


ROBERT RB. STEEVES—tThe subject of this sketch was born in St. 
Johns, New Brunswick, January 16, 1825. His parents were Christian aod 
Olive Steeves, both of whom were natives of Canada. They came to the United 
States when Kohert It. was young and settled in Ohio where the mother died 
in 1872, aved eighty. The tather returns! to New Brunswick and dicd there, 
dlso well advanien! in youre, 

Robert EK. Steeves was one of a family of ten children born to his parents, 
namely, Klizaheth, whe was married to Robert Scott; Arey, who was married 
to lisha Cooper; Horton, Burdett, Martha, who wae married to Llias Roberts; 
Robert Ny Rachel, whe was morried to Whittle C. Edwards, and Jane, who 
wis married to Tesoph M. Cline. 

Robert KR. Steeves married Melinda McVay in Washington county, Ohio, 
in 1849, she being a native of Monroe county. Ohio, born March 16, 1832, and 
a danghter of John and Mary McVay, who were among the first settlers of 
Washington and Carrell county, Ohio. She was one of a family of thirteen 
children, namely: Noami, wife of Edward Edwards; Esau, Melinda (Mrs. 
Steeves;) Ruth, wile of Jahn Arley; Jehu, Ann, wife of Thomas Denbold, 
Bishop, Lucey, wife of John MeLean, Nacca, wifo of John Weddell; Amanda, 
wife of John Snruth; James and Lewis. 

Robert R, Steews moved from Washington county, Ohio, a few years after 
his mavringe and settled i West Virginia from which state he eame to Kansas. 
He started for Kanses ti the spring of 1869, making up a party of thirty-seven 
in number whose intention it wae to make selection of an eligible location in the 
new country, settle together aud thus have the nucleus of a good neighborhood 
to atarL on, The party came oyerland with wagons and teams consuming 
several weeks in the slow process of travel by that means and met with many 
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hindrances in their efforts to reach tho “promised Jand?’? Some of the party 
turned back before half of the distance was covered, others fell by the way, 
stopping in Tllinois and Missouri, 40 that by the tine the Missouri river was 
reachil but one other family besides that of Mr, Steeves was left, Ie stopped 
the first year at Lawrence, but in the spring of 1870 came on down into Wilson 
county and finding vacant land near the Three Mounds, pitched his tent on 
the farm he now oceupies February 15,1870. There were other settlers in that 
locality when he took ip lis residence there but they were very scattering. He 
is now reckoned among the first settlers of Chetopa lownship—where both by 
redson of long residence and his character as man he ranks as one of the 
eli, substantial citizens of that locality, Mr. Steeves has raised a family of 
seven ohildren all of whom are married and live within a few miles of the old 
home They are Ary, wife of Millard Smith; Caroline, wife of Charles (, 
Frazer; Olive, who merried Oliver Shermao and has children, Cora Sherman. 
and Minnie Sherman, who new reside in WKanesns City. Her second husband ts 
D. R. Newland; William Henry, John, Cliristian and Margaret, wife of 
Charles G, Newland. 

Both Mor, and Mrs. Steeves are members of the Methodist chureh and 
brought wp their elildren ander churen influences. Mr. Steeves in an early 
day was a Whig. but sinve the war lias wen a Demoernt. 


JASPER W. BREWSTER—The subject of this sketch, a respected citi- 
zen at Chetopa township, Wilson county, was horn in Lake county, Oo, Jun- 
wary 23, 1840. Elis father was Marshal Brewster aod his mother befor mar- 
riuge Chloe KR. Smith, (See sketch of Sidney L. Brewsier elsewhere in this 
volume for the facts concerning the ancestral history of the subject of this 
notice. ) 

Jusper W. Breweter was reared in Bartholomew county, Indiana, on a 
farm. He enlisted m the Union army from Wood county, Ohio, Augnst 6, 
181, Company A, 44th Ohio volunteer infantry, commanded, the company by 
Captain A. Langworthy and the regiment by Colonel W. TL Gibson. The 49th 
Olive is known as one af the four hundred fighting regiments of the Civil war. 
It woe in the thiek of the tight almost from the time of its enlistment till the 
cossation of hostilities and sustained heavy losses in killed ,wounded and mise 
ing. It took part in the engagements at Green Briar, Sliloh, Corinth, Law- 
rencebure, Stone river, Liberty Gap, Chieamagua, Missionary Ridge, Cassville, 
Pick’s mountain, Kenesaw, Atlanta, Lovejoy Station Franklin, Columbia and 
Nashville, Mr, Brewster was in his régiment up to Battle Creek, Tenn., where 
Jaly 26, 1862, he was discharged on aceount of disability, being orderly ser- 
voant of his company. 

Retwning to Ohio Mr, Brewster married, September 7, 1862, Mize 
Amanda J. Keyser, of Bartholomew county, Indiana, she being a native of 
Monroe county. Olio, and a daughter of Henry and Hlizabeth Keyser, who were 
sarly settlers of Ohio and, later, residents of Bartholomew county, Indiana, In 
1865 ho moved to Kansas and settled in Neosho county being among the early 
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settlers of that county. Mr. Brewster was a resident af that and Elk county, 
this state, many years having recently settled in Wilson eounty where be now 
resides. He has been engaged in farming. 

He was & meniber of the Kansas legislature during the sessions of 1880-81 
and took wn active part in the passage of the prohibition law and im railroad 
legislation and in legislation looking to the protection of the live stock interests 
of thy state. Tle was chairman of the committer on manufacturers and a mem- 
hur of the committee on publio lands. 

Mr. Brewster has always been an active, public spirited citizen and ready 
(o do lie part as a momber of the community where he lives. He cast his first 
vote for Lincoln in 1864 and has yoted the Republican ticket im all national 
aud shite elections simee that time. Te has been # Mason thirty years and )e 
anid hie wife are merbers of the Congrevational church, 

Mr. and Mrs. Brewster have liad born to them twe sons and four daugh- 
lors, Alva I, Stella T., wife of W. J. Bouwell: Ada, wife of 1. N. Neiss; 
Dwight, deceased; Grace, wife of FD, Varnum, and Laura. 


OLIVER GHRIST—Since the vear 1887 the subject of this eketch 
lus been a permanent resident and identified with the farming interests of 
Fall River townehip. He came to Wilson county that vear as an emigrant 
from the weet where the mining industry of Colorado had eugayed hin for a 
decads or more and whither be went during the year IS7G, 

Mr. Ghrist wae born in Lawrence comaty, Ohio, Deeumber 18, 1850. His 
purents were Peter W. and Maria (Morton) Ghrist, of Pennsylvania and Ohio, 
reepectively, The father srew up om the latter state and was educated there in 
the profession of law. Wis birth occurred in 18%) and his early death, at the 
ug of thirty-two, removed « worthy citizen of Ironton, Ohio, and ent short 
an ambitious career. Wis widew survived lim till L874 when she, too, passed 
away, heing the mother of five children, only two of whom—Columbus C. and 
Oliver P.—yet live. ) 

O. P. Ghrist waa educated with some degree of Liberality in his native state 
ind. exeept one year passed as a farm hand in Kaneas, he remaimed with his 
nother and contributed to her aunpport till her death, The time from 1868 to 
1809 spent in Kansas having given him a taete of the west, he returned in 1876 
Init this time located in the mining regions of Colorado where, for eleven years, 
he was engaged in some form of gold mining. Having been prospered in a 
satisfactory degree from the hidden treasures of the Rockies he deeided to 
scck civilization on the prairies of Kansas and entered the domain of agricul- 
ture, He cast his lot with Wilson county and has become one of its industrious 
and prospering citiaens. 

Th 1882 our subject was married to Mary BE. Clurk, » danghter of James 
and Mary Clark, to whom reference is made elsewhere mm thie volume. After 
his marriage Mr. Ghrist purchased one hondred and ten acres of land in the 
Fall river bottem which he has maintained in a high state of cultivation and 
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made one of the most attractive and desirable lithe farms om dhe river. THe fe 
® grain and hog raiser and the interest he manifests in his vocation classes him 
tia one of the energetic and ambitious farmers of his community. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Ghrist are: John M., Mande, Hdgar L, 
Bessic M,, Alta 8., and Oliver P. 

Mr. Ghrist is a Republican and an (dd Wellow- 


ee 


HENRY F. NEWTON—In introducing the subject of this personal 
Inemoir we present to our readers he life of one whose career im Wilson county 
spuing an era of twenty yours; wo seure of years devoted to thy grentest develup- 
ment of the county and one in which our zubject has contributed his share in 
the general march of progress. 

Heury F. Newton was born in the state of New York, October 15, 1828 
He was a son of Artemus Newton nod Jemima Mabbot, husband and wife, 
fnarnied in New York state wid of English and French descent, respec- 
tively. The father was u Maseachusetls man and died at the age of eighty-six 
years, The mother died more than forty years before. Our subject was one 
uf ———— children, only three of whom yet survive. He was a member uf 
hie father’s household until after his twenly-second birthday when, in 1648, 
he came weet to THinvis in which state he was ¢ngaged in raitroud work for 
three years. Tle then took up farming—to which he had been reared—and 
continued it in the Prairie State till his advent to Kansas. The proceeds of 
lis eastern prosperity, as a farmer and in the sale of his farm, he invested in 
land adjoining Covvi lle—to the extent of three hundred acres—and he and bis 
sons have promoted their agricultural and stock interests on this well adapted 
fract; the age and infirmity of the father, at this time, being such as fo devalve 
the responsibility entirely upen the shoulders of the sons. The family located 
in Kansas in 1882 and such has been its ernnection with the agricultural and 
stock raising interests of Wilson county as to male its active members widely 
known to business ten of their olase. 

Mr. Newton was married in 1854 to Migs Sarah Colwell. The latter was 
horn in Ohio, was a daughter of Washington and Reheera (Duvangh) Colwell, 
ind went lo Tilinois al the age of four vears, Her father died in that state 
Wl eighty-two years old and her mother died at forty-four years of age. "Che 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Newton are Charles W., George H., Hollis Ey Frank 
im) Pourl, the Jast two named at home. 

The hfe of Henry F, Newton has been one of great energy and intense 
activity. His wiry form, now crowded with years and afflicted with disease, 
was once an almost irresistable fortification of ambition and industry and to 
ncvompliah a task it wae only heeessary that he undertake it. Now that the 
period of gradual decline has yvertaken him it can be said, as the old adage 
pits it: “He did not rust out, he wore out.” In politics the community in 
which he lived always knew him to be a Democrat, His first presidential vote 
wae coet for Zachariah Taylor, ihe Whig, but later years found him supporting 
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tlie policies of modern Democracy. He has filled some of the minor offievz 
of his townehip—Verdigris—aond has demonstrated himself to be in al! thinge 
and in all waysa man. He belongs to Coyville lodge of Masonry, 

Mr. Newton died Jame 8, 1902, 


BENJAMIN 'T’, FROS')—Introdueing the record herein iz the name of 
one wlio has been connected with the agricultural interests of Wilson county 
for more than a seore of years and who is among the substantial and reliable 
viliens of Neodesha township, He was born in Dubuyue county, lowa, June 
240, 1848, and i8 wu son of Benjamin Frost and of Elizabeth (Plilbrick) Frost, 
the former born in Boston, Massuchusetts, and the latter of Lmnieis birth. The 
father went to Dubuque connty, lowa, in 1830, and took a claim where the 
city of Dubuque now stands and was a resident and business man of that 
county GIL ISO when he went to Cerrogordo eounty, Town, and in 1870 came 
lo Kansas and purchased a large Geaat of lund two and one-half miles northenst 
af Neodesha, where he died March 16, 1888, at. the age of seventy-four years. 
Tis wife died ten years later aged sixty-eight years. Three children comprised 
the family, vie.. Mra, Mary Truevett, deceased: William, of Cerrozordo county, 
lowa, and Benjamin T., of this sketch. 

Our subject grew to manhom? on the Towa farm of lie father and acquired 
u dommoen school edueation. He preceeded the other members of the family 
to Wilson county, in 1880, the others following in December and driving 
through with teams and stock with which to begin the work of settlers, Vor 
many years Mr. Frost was actively dome the work and improyement of the 
farni but poor health of reeent yoars has foreed lus retirement and his farm of 
two hundred and fifty-five acres ts loft te the eultivation of others. It 1s one 
of the good reliable places around Neodesha and the residence atands on a high 
point commanding » fine view of the city and its industries. 

February 28, 1886, Mr. Froet married Amy Currie Hall, a native of 
Schuyler county, Illinoia, who came to Kansas in 1869. Her parents, William 
and Margaret J. (Reberts) Tonksley, were natives of Tennessee, and the father 
resides in Wilson county af the age of seventy vears, while the mother died in 
102 at sixty-seven vears. Hy her first marriage Mrs. Frost has a eon, Elza 
Hall( aged twenty-five, and resides with his grandfather in Wilson county. 
She and Mr. Frost haye no ehildren. 

The Frost’s party ponies connections were Republican until the platform 
on whieh Wm. McKinley was clected was made, since when he hae voted the 
Democratic ticket. 


AUSTIN L. TIMMONS—A fainiliar figure and an early settler of 
Prairie township, Wilson county, is A, L. Timmons, of this article, His per- 
manent residence in Kansas dates [rom 1872, when the family left Tippecanoe 
vwounty, Didiana, for the second time to make settlement on the western prairica. 
They chose iWlson county as their location and threw miles uortheast of Pres 
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doma their scant supply of means was invested in an eighty acre tract of 
pers lanl In this vicinity our subject has since lived and adjoining the old 
1omle he owne a farm. 

Austin L. Timmons was born in Tippecanoe county, Indiana, June 25, 
1840), andl is a son of Henry Timimong and Mary Archibald, the father a native 
of Olio. In 1857 the parents moved to Lowa und from there, in 1858, to 
Woodson county, Kansas, where, on ‘lurkey vreek, the lather entered land and 
began the improyement and development of a farm. He was there only two 
years when death removed him at the age of forty-four years. His widow then 
took her family back to Indiana amony their relatives and friends, there to live 
amid the enyivonments of civilization. But the faseinations of Kansas were 
toc strong for them and in two yenrs we see them hasteniny ugain toward the 
western frontier, Mrs. Timmions lived amony her children and survived till 
1881 when she died at the age of sixty-three years, bemg the mother of six 
children, five of whom live, as follows: Mrs. Mary J, and Mrs, Rachel Winner, 
Paulina, Austin L., and Joseph. Panlina and Joseph occupy the family home- 
stead in Center township, Wilson county. 

Although a mre boy A. L. Timmons mude un effort to enlist in the army 
during the war of the rebellion, and did spend one night in camp but was re- 
jected the next dav becanee of his youth. Baflled in this attempt he returned 
home and helped raise provisions to supply rations to the boys im blue who 
were fighting the battles of the Republic. Between seasons he managed cm 
acquire a fair education in the rural schools and this, with the praetice of ex- 
perience has enabled him to pass through life rarely embarrassed by the 
problimes contronting him, 

October —, 1880, Mr. Timmons married Jennie Goings, an Indiana lady, 
anda daughter of Riley and Ellen Qoings, Seven children have reaulted from 
this wien, viz: Walter, Andus, William, Phillip, John, Homer and Loiz. 

Mr. Timmons has one of the attractive, well kept and productive farme of 
his township. Ile owns one hundred and sixty aores in sight of the county geat 
and is rggarderd as one of the upright and reliable citizens of the county. In 
poltties he is a Republioun. 











FRED N, PERKINS—One of the widely known men and succeseful 
formers of Wilson county is Fred N. Perkins, of Newark township. He came 
to the county in 1869 ond entered a piece of the public domain then open to 
settlement and which he patented, improved handsomely and has since made 
his home and owns besides other lands and town property in Altoona. 

Mr. Perkine was born in Saratoga county, New York, August 20, 1841, 
dnd his parents were Hiram and Elizabeth (King) Perkins, people of New 
York birth, and the father a shoe maker hy trade. The latter was born in 1801 
and died in 1857 and his wile died at fitty vears of age. 

Vrod N, Perkins was left to work out his own destiny at the age of 
eighteen years, Te secured employment in the factory of the Walter A, Wood 
company ab THoosie Falls, Renselaer county, New York, where he worked till his 
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enlistment in the army in 1861. Ue joined Company D, 77th New York in- 
fantry, with which he served two years, being in battle at Williamsburg, 
Mochaniesyille, in the seven days fight and Melvern Till wheve he was wounded 
in the Toot and was sent to the hospital, Recovering he went to Hartford, Con- 
necticnt, and secured employment in Samuel Colt’s gun factory and was later 
a mechanic ip the Ranington gun works. lollowiiy his separation from this 
employment he came west to White county, Indiana, and worked with a brother 
there at the carpenter trade till his departure for Kansas in 1866. He took up 
his (ade in Uns state and worked in Douglue and Johnson counties until 1869, 
when he came down into Wilson county and hegan life ag a farmer and a 
pioneer. He vwns twe hundred and twenty-seven and one-half acres between 
Chetopa and Love Ehn erveks, nine niles northwest of Neodesha, seven miles 
wontheast of Altoone and six iniles west af Toylor. His farm is in the gas belt, 
is well aniproved, he having just completed u $1,500.00 residence on an emi- 
mnce overlooking the surrounding country. These substantial results have 
pee achieved in Kansas and are direct fruits of the labors of Mr. and Mrs, 
Jer kins. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Perkins have been born five children, vig: Charles, 
Archie, a farmer nearby his father: Zella, wife of James Shearer, a merchant 
of Altoona, Kansas; Elsie, wife of B®. A. Loonts, a farmer; Frank and Belva 
are at home. The parents were married in Douglas county, Kansas, im Pebru- 
ary, LRGK, Mrs. Perkins being Miss Reheoea Davis before marriage. She was 
i daughter of John and Rebecea Davis and came to Kansas from Indiana with 
her parents in 1866. Mr, Perkins and two of the Davis boys came overland, 
driving through with their teams. Mr. and Mre. Perkins live seen all of tho 
ups and downs of Kansas for thirty-six years and are proud of the good old 
stati, 


FRANK M. HEFLEY—A leading farmer of Newark township, Wilson 
county, an carly seftla and one whe hus resided in that locality since 1868 is 
Wrank M. Iefley, our subject. His birth oeceurrer in Montgomery county, 
Hlinois, Juouary 11, 1837, and hts parents were Michsel and Barbara (Light) 
Nefley, the father born in North Carolina aud the mother a native of the game 
state. They settled in Dlinois in 1831 and the father was a farmer there till 
his dewth in 1852, when he was lorty-five years old. Tis wife was born in 1811 
and died in 1872, and was the mother of eleven ehildren, only two of wham 
survive, Margaret Corrker, of Irving, Illinois, and Frank M., our subject. 

Vrank M, Ieflley received a fair education in the common schools und 
came to manhood’s estate on uw farm. At sixteen he was left fatherless and ot 
seventeen he began life us a teacher in the country schools, HH was engaged in 
thie necupation, in the main, for sixteen years, working on the farm between 
terms. Ife was married in 18457 to Jemuva L. Currker, born in Tennessee, 
and they remained in the Prairie State till their depature for Kansas in 1868. 
Tn the northeast corner of Newark township Mr. Hefley preempted a tract of 
land , at that time on fhe frontier wnd only five white famihes were in the 
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township. This entry of a quarter section formed the nucleus of his present 
estate of three hundred anid twenty acres, all dug out of the soil and produced 
off of the surface of the farm. The first saw mill that was located on Chetopa 
creek Mr. Hefley helped han) from Ottawa, Kansas, and the few trading posts 
then in Wilson county were not such as to prevent settlers from going to Hum- 
bald! and other distant points to Wade. ‘To Mumboldt, especially, did the 
settlers take their grist and it was a great convenience when the firet grist-mill 
was started in the neighborhood. Mr. Hefley has been a cattle raiser and 
feeder for many years, Ie has handled them extensively heretofore but of late 
years feeds ayud ships on & modest seale. ; 

The childyen of our subject and wife are, Thersa, wife of William H. 
Buchanan, of Neosho, Missouri; Virgil P., Ida, wife of Yaney Dodgworth; 
Frank A., near Moreland, Kansas: Rosa, whe married Albert Jones and resides 
in Wilson county on a farm; and Elma, wife of William Anderson, of the sume 
locality. Mrs. Hefley died in I876 and the next year Mr. Hefley married 
Surah 1, a danuhter of Edward and Lucinda Miller. She came to Kansas in 
1874 and her parents were native New York peaple. 

In poltties Mr. Hetley ig a Populist. He has filled the office of trustee of 
lis township cight terms aud is universally popular as an official and « citizen. 


JEFFREY C. HORNE Y—The gentleman whose name heads this personal 
refrrenes te one of the successful farmers and stock raisers of the township of 
Noodeeha, Wilson county. He is a native of the state of Tinois, born in War- 
ren wounty on the 12th of April, 1846. Philip Horney, his father, was a 
native of Nerth Carolina and was married to Doras MeKee, an Tidiana lady 
but reare) in the estate of Illinois. The father went, with his parents, to 
Illinois ahont 1824 and grew up in Schuyler county where he heeame widely 
and favorably known 5 a citlven and farmer. He served in the Black Ilawk 
wit, and moved to Warren county in 1894, where for a number of year he 
served as justice of the peace and supervisor of Colbrook township. He died 
in Wlinois Pebrvary 15, 1883, at seventy-five years of age, and his wife eur- 
vived him til] the 16th of March, 1898, dying at eighty-four yoars of age. 
They left seven children, all of whom survive, as follows; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Jievlkson. William and Mary Horney, Mrs, Valaria A, Wilson, Jefrey (CL, Toel 
Mo and Jnmes H. 

Brought up on the farm and schooled in the country, Jefrey C. Horney 
ramaing! wuder the parental roof till past twenty-one, August 28, 1479, he 
wae married und started to Towa soon thereafter. Tle settled in Taylor county 
hut remained there only one year when he moved tu Green county, Missouri, 
where, ut Springfield, he resided two years. Selling out there he came to 
Wilson county, Kanews, and purchased two hundred and twenty acres five 
miles west of Neodesha where he resides and which has grown with the pros- 
perity of its owner to four hundred and thirty-eight acres, Tis estate lies in 
the fertile Fall Itiver bottom, on the banks of which etream stands his residence 
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and his epackons burns for the wecommodation of all the products of the farm. 

Mr. Horney was united in marriage with Lucy J. Robinson, a daughter 
of John H. Robinson whe married Tannal Zink, and was the father of eleven 
ehildren. Mr. and Mrs. Horney’s four children aye Alta C., Robinson P., 
Christina E. and Jofery CL John H. Rabinsen was a native of Ohio and his 
wife wis horn in Pennsylvania anil the fre moved into Hlinois in the twenties 
unk settled im Burean county where he died in 1888 at the age of eighty-one 
und where his widow still survives at seventy-seven years of age, The ancestors 
af both Mr. and Mrs. Torney have lived to ripe old ages and seen their ehilil- 
ren take their stations in life and become asefal men and women. . Mr. Horney 
ie a Master Mason and in polities is tmdependent. 


IRVIN BROWN—The venerable merchant, post master and etation agent 
ut Brooks, Wilson county, is the gentleman whose nume intredaces this per- 
sonal memoir, He eame to Kansas in 1875 from LaGranwe county, Indiana, 
wid settlod in Newark township, Wilson county, where his residence has smee 
been maintained. By birth he is an eastern man, that event in his life oceur- 
ring in Rdwards, St. Lawrence county, New York, April 12, 1830. His father 
was # native of Vermont and his mother was Eliza Gill, born in St. Lawrenee 
vounty, New York, The purents moved to Towa in an early day and took o 
eluim, where they remained till death: the father dying at the same age of the 
mother—seventy year's. 

Irvin Brown wae the oldest of ten children and lived in his native state till 
he was pest thirty-four years. He was married in December, 1852, to Jane 
Mann, a New York lady, and in 184 they migrated to Michigan, residing 
there one year und then going to LaGrange county, Indiana. For ten years 
he was a farmer of that county and then brought his family and effecte to 
Kansas. [le purchased an eighty acre tract of land in Newark township and 
improved it and still awns it, When the Frisco railroad was constructed 
through Wilson emnty they located the station of Brooks on Mr. Browns 
farm and made bin ther agent. Thie position offered an opportunity to put 
in a sinall stock of goods, and a postoffice was also cstablished, giving the 
locality many of the advantages of a town. 

Tn 1900 Mr. Brown lost his companion by death, she being then seventy- 
two years old and left a daughter, Mrs. Daniel Starkey, who resides with her 
father. More. Starkey has two children, Harvey and Charles, 

Tn politics our subject is a Republican. He voted for Abraham Lincoln 
for president in 1860 and holds that as the chief political act of his life. 


WILLIAM BH. BRAY—TJuly 1, 1853, William H. Bray of Wilson county, 
wae born in Potnam county, Tennessee. His father and mother were Moses 
and Catherine (Mitchell) Bray, both native of North Carolina, where they 
aiso married. They moved into Tennessee in early life and in 1861 crossed the 
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Ohio river and settled in Vandalia, Llinois, where the father enlisted in Com- 
pany H, sth volunteer infantry, and was in the service until the war closed. 
Te wae in all the prominent engagements along the Mississippi river, including 
thy tage of Vicksburg whore he was one of those who volunteered to run the 
blockade, le was wounded in the fleshy part of one arm, a ball striking the 
orl of his thumb and passing upward and through the arm, His service in 
Ihe army ended, he returned to Vandalia dnd then moved to Peoria, MNinois, 
where he died at the age of cighty-one years, his wile passing away at the age 
of fifty-seven. Of their ten children our subject was the ninth, and six ave 
yet living, 

William Tf. Bray was reared on the farm, received a common sehoo! educa- 
tion mod in the fall of 1873 started, i: company with some friends, to Kansas, 
He caine on a visit but found plenty of employment and fell to liking the 
country and remained, Vor two years le worked on a farm in Wilson county 
and then purchased an eighty ucre tract three miles west of Neodesha, the 
nucleus of his present homestend, Tn the course of his years of industry he has 
hovoine the owner of » ferhle sod substantially improved quarter section of 
land, exterbing from the river toward the bluff, and with a record as a sure 
crop-produving: farm, 

November 2nd, 1870, Mr. Beuy was united in marringe with Laora King, 
a daughter of William unl Elmira King, who came to Wilson eoanty from 
Sangamon county, Ulineis, and settled in Neodesha township in 1867, Me. 
Bray has served as township trustee three terms and is a well known participant 
in polities. bn 1895 he was elected sheriff of Wilson county and again in 1897, 
retiring to his farm in the spring of 1900. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Bray 
are James Ernest and Jesse ., both young men in the parental home. 

Coming to Kansas in his youth and without money or influential friends 
nur subject haz proven his value as a settler and his worth asa citizen. He is 
a Democrat in polities but has a host of friends in all parties and it was their 
Inyalty and determined support which enabled him to win lis vietories. 


JOT M. KING—Prominent among the representative farmers of Neo- 
dosha township, Wilson cownty, is Jot M- King, of this notices. THe is one of the 
carly settlers of the county and lias spent thirty-five years within ite confines. 
Tle came in the fall of 1867 with his mother—just widowed by the death of her 
second hushand—and aided in the tnitial and subsequent work of the home 
stead which the mother took wp three miles west of Neodesha, There wae the 
first settlement made in thelr community and he is consequently the oldest 
settler there. 

The birth of our subject occurred in Sangamon county, Illinois, on the 
Sri of August, 1854, His father was William King and his mother was Eliza 
Bradley, the former a native of Iflinois and the latter of North Carolina. 
When Jot was one and a half years old his father died, leaving two children, 
Laura, now the wife of William H. Bray, of Wilson county, and Jot Mo Mrs. 
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King anarrind a seoond fnshand, Henry Morgan, of [linois, and in 1867 
started overland to Konsas. At Roachport, Missouri, enroute, Mr. Morgan 
horaine il ane suddenly died Jeaying the mother again a widow, The journey 
west was continued and completed when the stop was made on the tract of 
nver bottom land whieh the mether selected as her future home and abiding 
Place. She reaved her family and, with the aid of her children, improved a 
farm ond brought if wider cultivation, and died in 1885 at the age of sixty 
years. 

Coming to manhood on the frontier where there were searee any adyaniages 
for children Mr. King’s equipment for the battles of life wae poor indeed, 
There was little to do bat work and often all work and no play makes a dull 
bey. lubin this enav the boy's conseiousness of hie responsibility urged him on 
and turned his misfortune into vietory, He had his mother to support anil 
wrotect and he counts this one of thy ereatest victories and achievernents of his 
ife. He lived with her all tis life and made her life happy and filled it with 
encourayenmnt aod satisfaction and when she died allectionate hands laid her 
tenderly away. 

To ovr subject belongs the distinction of having been one of lwo persons 
to grow the first crop of wheat on Fall River south of Fredonia. He and 
his neighbor, Duff, sowed each three seres of spring wheat which vielded thirty- 
three and o third bushels per acre. There being no machine in this locality 
the neighbors jomed him in hauling it fifteen miles to "redonia to be threshed, 
ind that without eharee. On having it ground Mr. King presented each of his 
achommodating neighbors with a sack of flour. The trials and inconvenienors 
af the early days over, our subject made friends with prosperity and all throngle 
the years of the past quarter of a century general thrift has assumed charge 
and adversity has disappeared, it is hoped, forever. 

Mr. King married Elizabeth Thompson on the §th day of December, 1875. 
She is a native of Lowa, was horn in 1845, is a daughter of Ieaac C. and Eliza 
Thompson and accompanied her parents to Kansas in 1860, ‘Two children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs King, vis., Nettie G.. wife of Earnest Taylor 
and Walter A. 

Tn public as well as in private life has Mr, Ring demonstrated his popa- 
larity, He has been before the voters as the Populist candidate for trustee anc 
and has twice been elected in = of an adverse majority of one hundred and 
twelve votes, and he was the only one on his ticket clected. 


WILLIAM L. LEWIS—The subjest of this notice was born in Boone 
county, Indiana, December 26, 1856, and has been an honored resident of Wil- 
son county atnce the year 1871. He was reared a farmer and has been em- 
ployed as such throughout his life, except the time spent in battling for the 
unity of our country. He pre-empted a quarter section of land three miles west 
of Coyville the year he entered the county and has prospered sufficiently to 
almost double, in area, the sixe of his original farm. 
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Mr, Lewis is a son of Martin Lewis, a native Kentuckian who went into 
Indiana te a young man and settled in Boone county. He married there to 
Drusilla Dont and both passed their dives on the farm and died where they had 
lived. "Three of their six children served in the Union army during the re- 
bellion. one of whom was William L., of this review. 

Our subject was oduented in the eountry schools of lis native county and 
became able himself to teach school, He was unvaged in the profession till the 
outbreak of the civil war when he joined the militia of the state for the pur- 
poses of sloing duty us a home wuard. Ile afterward enlisted in Company G, 
1th Tadiana infantry and served his country ll the end of the war. He was 
Hiseharged in Baltunore, Maryland. in July, 1805. Returning home he egag- 
wd verularly in farming and eentinued it im his mative state til his advent 
to Kansas in 187. Supplementary to his earnings on the firm, Mer, Lewis 
tuught one term of school in Wilsen eownty but wpon its conclusion he gave up 
the work nad turned his attention to the business of pasture and field. 

Mr. Lewis has reared, with the aid of his industrious and generous wile, 
nine children, as follows. Jobn Walle, of Walla Walla, Washington; Josiah 
and William Sherman, now on the Puget Sound; Edgar, of Wilson vourty; 
Viola, wife of Lake Parker, of Taren county, Kansas; Mile, wife of eliorge Ni- 
warda, of Arkansas; Miss May Lewis, of Wilson county; Emma, wife of Robert 
Best, of Errporia, Kansas: and Mies Maud Lewis, now under the parental roof. 
Mra. Lewis was Miss Emily Palmer, before her marriage, and is a native of 
the state of Indiana, She was married November 11, 1860, 

[In lis political relations Mr. Lewis is a republican, He has been chosen 
by popular suffrage to fill the important offices of Verdigris township and he 
has been a member of the township board in some capacity for a nwmber of 
years. In 1890 he was appototed census chamerator for his township. He be- 
longs lo Copville lodge number 57, A, b. & A. M,. 


CHARLES J. PITELEPS—A well known and sucevssful farmer of Verdi- 
eris fownelap. Wilson county, is he whose name heads this brief biography. 
One of his chief interests is the growing.and handling of stock and his situation 
on the hill and timber land near the border of Kik county adopts lim admirably 
for this important and profitable branch of indaetry. 

Our subject was burn on the 24th day of February, 1856, in Coles county, 
Ilinwis, His father’s name war Rodney Phelps and his mother’s Martha Ash- 
inuew, "Che former was a native of Tlinois, as wes the latter, and they both 
waite to Kansne in i874 and seltled in Neosho county. They were the parents 
of eteht children of which family Charles J, was the third, 

Coming to Kansas at the age of eighteen our subject was introduced to a 
new country ata time when opportunities for the stock raiser and farmer were 
yoo. The finishing touches of 1 country school education were given him and 
his life waa passed hy the fireside of the old home till he had well passed his 
majority. When he had married he rented land of his father and tended it 


612 HISTOUNY Of WIT4ON OOUNTY, KANSAS, 


some time. ILe then joimed father and o brother in a deal for a large tract of 
land in Neosho county and for some yeurs he was identified with it as a farmer 
and stock man and a developer aud improver of the place. Upon disposing 
of his interest in the tract he moved to Missouri in search of » snitable location, 
but not being able to find it he returnei lo Kanses and purehased two hundred 
ani! forty aeres in Verdigris township, fonr tiles north of New Albany, which 
he set about at once improving. His eonneetion with this locality has been 
amply rewarded for his farm hae assumed the proportions of a ranch—econtain- 
ing four hundred ueres—and his herd of cattle has inereased im a satisfactory 
degree. 

Mr, Phelps was first marricd in 1481 to Luella Corell, who died in 1896, 
leaving him with four children, vier Rodney A., Charles C., Leons and 
Sylvia, For hie second wife Mr. Phelps took in murriagey Della Wykle. His 
lirat wife was a native of Lowa and his second one was a native of Kansas. The 
latter was a daughter of Joseph Wykle, a soldier of the Mexican war. Mr. and 
Mre. Phelps’ children are Maul, Jones and Clarence. 

‘The achiovernents of Mr. Phelps have been ereditable to him tmedeed. He 
hogan life with a team and wagon on a vented farm and has acquired the owner- 
ship of the property above inentionadl, Perserverenee and energy are qualities 
which have done mueh for hin} have fought the hattle le has won. 


WARREN S, STALLINGS—Phe naive ef Stallings is a familiar one to 
the old settlers of Wilson county, In 1866 the family established itself in 
Verligris township, tatherless and with scant means for its provision except 
as the labors of the older sons of the widowed mother were sufficient for that 
purpose. Their first settlement wae inade in Johnsen county, Kansas, the 
year previous and there the father, James Stallings, sickened and died, They 
were emigrants from Monroe county, Ohia, where our suljeet was born Octoher 
5, 1862, 

James Stallings was born in Monroe county, Ohio, in 1825, He passed 
his life as a farmer and was married to Maria Jane Stewart, a daughter of 
Joseph and Mary (Smith) Stewart, also Olio people. At the time of his 
death Mr, Stallings left four children of whom Warren 3.. our subject, was the 
youngest son, His widow married Greenzel Whitesides, but is again a widow 
residing Wpon the farm with her sou, Warren, Greenvel Whitesides was a 
native of Ulinois, caine tou Wileon county, Kansas, in 1867, and purchased a 
lurge traet of land on Fall river where he resided and was prominent as a 
farmer till his death in L898. In 1871 he was married to Mrs. Stallings who 
was born March 21. 1827. Me died at the aye of eighty-one vears, 

Warren 5. Stallings was brought op to the duties of the farm, Educated 
only in the country schools it was sufficient for his needs as a tiller of the soil. 
His home was with his oiother and his step-father till the latter’s death and 
he still oveumies and owns a part of the valuable tract which the foresight and 
wisdom of Mr. Whitesides prompted him to acquire, In 1885 Mr. Stallings 
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Was married lo Miss Wate Davidson, born in Coles county, Dlineis, and a 
daughter of Hiram and Mary (Weekly) Davidson. Mrs. Stallings came to 
Kansas with her parents in 1473 when she was hut five years old. Twins were 
born to our subject aud wife in 1888, Clentie and Clyde. he latter was killed 
by the accidental discharge of a gun January 1, 1899. 

Asa farmer Mr. Stallings te neat, industrious and progressive. His bot- 
tom farm is ike a warden, is fenced all round with American wire and for 
fertihty and productiveness is unsurpassed. He buys cattle and handles them 
for » profit and is revarded as a success in the business of life. Te has filled 
positions of trust in lis township, is a Hepublican, a Mason, an Odd Fellow 
and Rebekah, and a member of the Modern Woodmen. 


THORNTON PF. SPINDLEM—For upward of thirty-five years the sub- 
joct of this personal sketch has been a citizen of Kansas. De first saw Wilson 
county in 1867 and that year settled upon his present farm adjoining the site 
of the little village of New Albany, one of the old os well as one of the thrifty 
localities in the county, Mr. Spindler’s career as a quiet unobtrusive and in- 
dustrious farmer has come to make him one of the well known characters of 
his viermity, and it is with gennine satisfaction that we chronicle the principle 
events of his life in this valume. 

Thornton I. Spndler was horn in Washington county, Pennaylvania, 
August 29, 1830, His father, Danicl Spindler, was a descendant of the Ger- 
mun and was born in the state of Maryland. and his mother, nee Sophia Wal- 
ton, wae a person of Welch extraction, In 18386 the parents moved out. to 
Ohio, then considered “out west,” and in 1858 he died at the age ol {Lfty-two, 
while his wife passed away in 1890 at the age of cighty-three years. Bight 
shildren were the fruit of their union, three of whom yet survive. Two sons, 
William and John, served in the Civil war; the former dying in Andersonville 
prison, 

Our subject was brought up in Ohio and acquired his education in Lhat 
state, Soon after he reached his majority he went out to the state of Lowa hut 
remained only a short time, returning east to Illinois where he rented land 
and engaged im farming. Te continued it there some ten years, when he came 
to Wilsun county and localed near New Albany, as previously stated. He 
ows here one hundred and seven acres of Fall river bottom land which fe 
devotes io the production of wheat and corn, 

' In 1861 Mr, Spindler was married to Catherine Zollars, a native of Tli- 
nois. Kleven children have been born to this union, cight of whom yet. live, 
namely; Agnes. Martha, Margaret, Emma, Sophronia, Bell, and Barnest. OF 
this Jarve family only one, Fred, remains with the old home; the others having 
gone out into the world to do service in broader fields of usefulness and to 
honor the days of their bringing wp. 
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WALTER J, BURTIS—Prominently and succeesfully identified with the 
auricultural imterests of Vall Niver township, Wilson county, is Walter J. 
Burtis, whose mame howls this artic. Ie Fi resided here sinwe the year 
SHO and his personal history has, largely, been made here. He wae born m 
Surutoga Springs. New York, April 4, 1865, and John L. and Frances (Buf- 
fington) Gurtis were his parents. The father woe a member of an old Quaker 
faimily andl was a native of New York while his wife was a Massachusetts lady. 
Joho L. Burtis was a farmer in bis native state and when he came to Kansas 
in IS7L he settled npon a homestead in Riley county. He improved this and 
resided upon tt some yeares but now spends his time with his son, our subject. 
In 1889 his wife died leaving five ehildren, namely: Esther M,, in the hospital 
aerview In Denver, Colorade; Walter J, Harvey T., a locomotive engineer on 
the Donver & Rio Grande railroad; Frank C., professor of tha experimental 
department ot the Agricultural College at Stillwater, Oklahoma; Edwin, the 
voungest, ts an electrical engineer nl San Francisco, California, 

The only farmer of the younger generation of Burtis’ is Walter J., of this 
sketch. Ile received his primary aod intermediate education im the country 
eehwools of Riley county and entered the State Agricultural college, at Manhat- 
tan, tou take a course. He remained in the institution til his graduation, i» 
1887. when he went out into the world us a teacher, He taught three yenrs, 
wie married then, and in 1890 came down to Wilson eounty and settled upon a 
farm. Upon this tract of lund he hus been potting into actual practice the 
theories he was filled with at college. A theoretical farmer is a like a theoreti- 
eal doctor, or leacher; if he is incapable of applying his theories he is a failure 
but if he readily adapts himself to his professional training he suececds, Mr, 
Burtis is one of the latter class, Under his tench his farm yields extraordi- 
narily of corn and alfalfu and wheat. his chief crops. He has a herd of Red 
Pollod cattle which rival the best im the state »nd his Poland China swine are 
as finn as the best of reyistered stuek., Flis home is one of the tasty country 
places in Fall River township, a spot where one is pleased te tarry as the ideal 
eountry placer, 

December 29, 1S, Me. Burlistook in marriage the hand of Mise Winifred 
Brown, who came to Miami county, Kansas, in ehildhood, with her parents, 
George Bo and Christina (Wilson) Brown. ‘The latter ate Ohio people ly 
birth vial came west in 1868. Upon coming to Wilson county they settled in 
Gnilford township. iu T888 Mr. Brown was elected treasurer of Wilson 
eounty, served oue term und has since made his home in Fredonia, Five 
vhildren have come to bless the lone of Mr. and Mrs. Burtis, as follows: 
Orville, Mildred, Wilma, Frances and Penelope. Mrs. Burtis was born in the 
state of Towa to which state her parents migrated from the state of their na- 
tivity. 

“Mr. Burtis holds a membership in the Ancient Order of United Workmen 
and tga the Republican ticket on all political questions left to settlement 
at the polls, 
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JUNTOS BR. CLEPT—One of the esteemed citizens and business men of 
New Albany, Wilson county, is J, R. Clift, subject of this brief biographical 
sketel. He was born im Hopkins county, Kentucky, November 22, 1841, the 
videst and only survivor of five children of Moses and Zorilda (Graham) Clitt, 
Lis former of Tennessee, by birth, anc the latter a native of Hopkins county, 
Kintacky, The father left his native state when a young man and engaged in 
the willing business in Hepkins county, Kentucky. He remained there till 
IAT? when he came to Kansas and died in Wilson county seven years later at 
the age of seventy-two. He was twiee married after the death of the subject's 
mother and was the lather of eighteen children, 

Junius R. Clift was, so to speak, “raised in a mill” His education was 
obtained! in the schools common to his native county at the time and when the 
war came on he chose the side of the Union and enlisted in 1862 in Company 
fh, Sth Kentucky cavalry and remained in that regiment twelye months Te 
spot six months at home and, in i864, again ¢mlisted, reeruiling a company, 
A, of the 17th Kentueky cavalry, of which he was commissioned first lieutenant, 
He served with this command till the end of the war, suw some rough service, 
se in the “Morgan chase“ and with the command that captured the Rebel 
coder, 

At the close of (he war Me, Clift returned home and was married, in 1865, 
December 20th, to Miss Sarah bk. Shannon. a native of the same stale with 
himself, In 1871 he brought his family to Wilson eounty, Kansas, and has 
here occupied himself with its milling interests. He has been with the Fall 
River mills, the Dunn mills and the Neodesha mills, prier to lis vornnection 
with the mills ut New Albany. Mr. Clift’s family consists of three children, 
living, ont of seven births. They are Helen, wife of Hudson Gardner; Hoid 
T., and Mabel. The deceased are Emma, Marion, Mary and Clarence. Me. 
Olift is a Mason and a member of the Grand Army. He has always been o 
Republican. e 


WILEY H. JOHNSON—Merehantry is as essential and mndespensible as 
farming aul is ony of the few callings represented in and claiming the atten- 
tion of society in the beginning. 1) is a business distinct in itself and with few 
of the elements common to other trades. Men who engage in it suceessfully 
possess o special adaptability, peciuhar fitness, for it and are naturally endowed 
with commercial instincts and inelinations. Merchants have followed the tide 
of vinigration and have planted themselves in every village and hamlet and 
public “eross roads,” on the extreme frontier or in the populous east, and haye 
played no small part in the successful reduction of every new country opened 
to aettloment. The history of New Alhuny is o repetition of the history of all 
other towne and the men who have “sold goods” there tell the sani experiences 
that have been told by their contemporaries in other places for generations, 

Wiley H. Johnson is ane of the leading merehants of New Albany, Al- 
though hia experience in the oraff ie not as extensive as many yet il is sufficient 


. 
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to Toark his suveess and dates fron his primitive venture in 1895, He has 
resided in Wilson county more than twenty years. THe came (Oo Kansas in 1881 
with his parents and the family home was, for one year, near Coffeyville, The 
family began its journey to Kaneas from Livingeton county, Ulinvis, where the 
father was known nz a school teacher and farmer. The latter went to [Mlinois 
in 18°7 from Lewie eounty, Missouri, where, from 1860 for eleven years, he 
wis a farmer-teacher. Tle was a native of Ohio, and by name, Adam M. Johu- 
son. Ele served in the List Ohio volunteer infantry during the rebellion and 
was postinuster of New Albany curing Harrison’s administration. Hoe married 
an Ohio lady, Lydia Teachner, and was the father of seven children. He was 
a son of Mitchel andl Sarah Johnson, the latter of whom survives at the age 
of ane hundred and ond yours, being born in the year 1801. Adam M. John- 
eton died in New Albony—whence he moved in 1800—on the 19th of January, 
187 at the ave of seventy-two years while his wife died at fifty-nine years on 
the Lith of May, 1890, 

October 3, 1804, the subjeet of this sketel was born. His native county 
wis Adams, in the state of Ohio, Ile was the youngest child of the famrly, 
was reared to farm work and aequired u country school education. Hs history 
until he came to Kansas is (old in iat of the family, Tle was identified with 
the monotunous doings of the farm till 1805 when be became a ineat merchant 
in New Albany. From (hit he grew to be a general merehant with a business 
of many thousand dollars annully und has come to be recognized as one of 
the ehief factors in the contnereial world of his town, When it is remembered 
that his beginninys were of a character most modest and unpretentious bis 
iwhieyenents m much less than ten years reflech much eredit upon his ability 
us a merchant. 

Murch 15, 1892, Mr. Johnston wae murricd lo Miss Anna Purkey, who was 
horn in Ohio aml eame to Kansas in 1880, Three elildren avere born of this 
inarriaye, viz: Ola, Mdnaand Mabel. Our subject isa member of the Masgonie 
order, of the Odd Fellows lodye of New Albany and of the Modern Woodmen, 
vamp number 4504, He yotes with the Republicans on all state and national 
ixaues and participates in ull enterprise: promising good to his community. 


HERBERT H. PEYTON—One of the young men ib Wilson county 
whose offorts are directed in the channel of intellectual development and for the 
eeneril you! of the community is the teacher. printer and editer, H. H. Peyton, 
of New Albany. Passing bis vouth ind coming to manhood in Wilson county 
his life has been devoted to one round of personal mental dll and improve- 
ment—one ‘continuvus up-grade imovement toward greater opportunities and 
wider fields of neefulness. His voice in the sehool room and his pen in his 
study respond to the fertility of his brain and give tangible form to the every- 
duy truths whieh itis his provinee to teach. 

Herbert H. Pevton was born in Vermillion county, Indiana, December 
1, 186", and isa son of Harrison and Emma (Boren) Peyton, of New Albany, 
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native Indiana people. ‘The parents are esteemed residents of their village and 
came to it from their Indiana home in 1881, Their son, our subject, is the 
only child living and he was twelve years of age when he came to Kansas. He 
was of a studious tim and the business of sequiring an eduration was, to him, 
a worl of plensure instead of a disagreeahlo task He attended the schools of 
New Albany aod, leaving them, took one term in the Fort Scott Normal school, 
He next went to Harpar, Kansas, where he entered the normal and business 
college of that place, graduating in 1890, He then took a two terms” course 
in tho Kanews State Normal at Emporia, following this up with another season 
in D. BR. Sanders’ Fort Seott normal school. In 188% he began his career as a 
teacher und has taught in Elk and Wilson counties ever since. He is the 
principal of the New Albany schools and is doing a work of training the young 
that is genuine, avatematio and practical. Tn the fall of 1897 he executed a 
cherished desire of establishing a periodical as a medium of giving expression 
to the best thought and experiences on education and named it “The Country 
School Champion?” The same year “The Kansas X-Ray” was founded by him; 
a weekly paper printed in New Albany and a creditable effort at newspaper 
work. For both these papers My. Peyton's subscription lists have lengthened 
to a paying basis, indicating (hat his interest in the county’s affairs are not 
waisted and lost on an unappreciative public. In his office he is editor, composi- 
tor and pressman and, with his school work by day and his office work by night, 
he is one of the busiest of men in 4 small town, 

It is not as a professional man alone that Mr. Peyton is esteemed and 
prized in New Albany. Flis life as a citizen conforms lo the requirements of 
severe morality and right-livying and the fearless manner in which he deals with 
infractions of the moral code, through the medium of his printing press, has 
won him the respect and confidence of his fellow townsmen. 

Te never sought political prelerment. Has served two terms as county 
examiner, 


qe in ee 


LUTHER KNOX—There was born it Buchanan county, Missouri, a 
pentleman who has i mpressed his life and individuality upon the citizenship of 
Verdigris township, Wilson county, His natal day was October 19, 1850, and 
five years liter he was brought into Kansas aod reared in Atchison and Jack- 
son counties, this state. His educational advantages were not good and before 
he reach! his majority he was “working ont’ by the month. He made his 
home with his parents till past twenty-one when, after seven years passed as 2 
farm hand, he rented land und a team wud began farming “on shares.” In time 
he hac acquired means to provide himeelf! with a team and other adjuncts of 
the farm and in 1878 was enabled thereby to move himself to Woodson county. 
Ha rented a farm near Toronto aod after spending three years there moved 
his family te Wileon county where Le again rented for the same period, At 
this juncture—in 1885—he had acewnulalted enough money to buy eighty 
acres of land, which tract forms o part of lis present homestend, less than three 
miles southwest of Coffeyville. 
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The person referred to in the above paragraph is Lather Knox, the well 
known farmer and etoekman of Coyville. He is a son of Lather and Mary 
BE. (Smith) Knox, hoth native of the state of Ohio, who emigrated to Bachanan 
county, Missouri, in La43 and settled vight miles east of Atchison, Kansas, 
March 11, 1854, they crossed the Missouri river into Kanees where they be 
caine pioneers and retnained permanent citizens of the state. The father died 
in Jackson county in 1875, awed fifty-three vears, and the mother survived till 
1899, dying at ihe age of seventy-nine years, 

Our subject was the fourth of ten children in the family. He was married 
in September, 1880 to Kilen DeWitt, an Tilinois lady, who came to Kansas with 
her parents in 1804 and settled in Bourbon county. As fast as Mr. Knox 
acquired the means he engaged in handling and shipping cattle. THis farm, 
or ranch as it has come to he, is the home of the sleer and his efforts in raising, 
baying and feeding and shipping have netted him a profit commesurable with 
tiny and labor thus expended. THis farm embraces five hundred and twenty 
nerves and it i# well adapted to the purposes for which it is oceupieL The 
natural protection of the hill together with that afforded by the growth of 
black-jack thereon makes an ideal place tn which to landle stouk, to say nothing 
of the shed and barn room previded for them in addition. THis residence is 
situated in vu grove of oaks, affording shade in summer and being a windbreak 
in wither. 

In the family of Mr. nod Mre. Knox ore five children, viz: Joseph, a 
teacher im the country schools; Thomas, Charles, Stella and Ellis. Mra. Knox 
was a daughter of William DeWitt and Anna Huston, both born in Indiana. 
The father died November 18, 1887. at sixty-two years old, und the mother 
in January, 1890, at the age of sixty-seven. Mrs. Knox is the fifth, in order 
of birth, of thetr seven children, six of whom still survive. The parents died in 
Woodson county where they setthul in the year 1806. 

The career of Mr. Knox has been one continuous round of industrious ex- 
ertion. To be the drehitect of a modest fortune carved out of the resisting 
elements of industrial activity is an hover of whieh one may be justly proud. 
To maintain one’s honor and integrity wiimnpeached while thus achieving hon- 
orable sueress in business is an example more worthy to be emulated and brings 
added dignity to the calling in whieh such suecess is uehieved. In the local 
field of polities Mr. Knox is also known His affiliation with the Republican 
party has spanned a period of three decades and while he is not regarded as an 
office-secker he has permitted himself to he ehosen treasurer of his township 
for a period of three terms, at ae many different elections, 


JOSEPH H. S'TALLINGS—November 4, 1850, there was born in Mon- 
roe county, Ohio, Joseph H. Stallinge, of Coyville, Wilson county, Kunsas. He 
was a son of James Stallings, a Maryland man who came to Ohio young and 
married a native of that state, Maria Stewart. He bronght his family to Kansas 
in February, 1865, and died iy June of the same year at the age of thirty-nine 
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years. His wilow eurvivés and resides in Wilson county aged seventy-four 
years. Jamies Stallings, grandfather of our subject, was a participant in the 
war of the rebellion. He was regularly enlisted and, on one occasion, Joseph 
H.—then # little hoy—romembers his coming home on a furlough, his soldierly 
hvaring, his uniform and his white, cotton-like hair all conspiring to make an 
indelible Impression on his youthful mind, Later on his grandfather came to 
Wilson county and became the first county recorders the seat of the county 
rovernment heing at that time located in Coyville, In politics the yenerable 
old man was a Douglas Deniocrat but his descendants grew up Republicans 
and remaimerl so to this day, 

Upon the death of his father Joseph H. Stallings with lis older brother 
hecame the maimstay of the home and the support of his widowed mother. 
There were three younger children at home and they contributed (heir portion 
af the labor of the home as they became old enough to da so. When he reached 
his majority Joseph IT, and his brother, Kdward, laid claim to a quarter see 
tion of Jand which they deeded and this same clain) forme four-fifths of the 
area Of His present homestead in the valley near Coyville. Farming und the 
ralsing of cattle aud hogs has brought him from “nothing” to a position yf 
finaneial independence worthy to be emalated. He started upward from “the 
ground floor” and the ascent has been slow but gradual and permanent to a 
safe and conservalive position in the rank of the suecessfol farmers of his 
COUNTY. 

Oy the 10th of Ocloher, 1875, Mr, Stallings took in marriage the hand of 
Miss Vina Whitesides, a native of Illinois who came to Kansas with her parents 
in 1866. Salem, Quaide and Vadu are the children resulting from this woion. 
ireenzel Whitesides was Mrs. Stallings’ father. He was born in Kentucky, 
was married to Celia Fancher, » Tennessee lady, and settled just east of Coy- 
ville on coming to Wilson county. Mrs. Whitesidus died about 1870 at the age 
of forty-five while her husband lived to be vighty-hwo, dying in 1898, 

In hie political beliefs our subject is a Republican. He practices most 
aaverely his principles m local as well as in state and national cleclions and 
everyhody knows where he stands. He doce not mince matters nur make ex- 
cuses and apoloyies for his party bat follows its recommendations, believing 
in the wisdom of its platforms and in the expediency of ils nomiialions. 


ANSLUM TRIMMELL—One of the most.extensive stock dealers, feeders 
and shippers in Wilson county is the gentleman whose naine introdoces this 
personal sketch. Widely known as such he is a typical representative of this 
sreat industry, with which his connection has come about not from accident 
nor adoption eyen, but from growth, for he has been with it and of it almost 
the entire period of his manhood. ‘lo climh the ladder of success from the 
yround up is an achievement the provinee of but few men to secomplish; but 
the fact of this record shows an ambition, a determination and final accom- 
plishment discoverable only occasionally and of vecurrence rare, 
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Born in Vermillion oounty, Illinois, on the 10th of November, 1852, 
Anelum Trimmell is a son of the venerable John J. Trimmell, a well known 
lnrmer and esteemed! citizen of Elk county, Kansas, The Trimmells were 
among the pioneers of Vermillion county, Mhiteis. They went there abowt 182 | 
from Kentuoky, where John J. Trimmell was born and where the grandfather 
und great grandfather of the subject of this sketch pioneered in the days of 
Daniel Boone. John J. Trimamell was a stock dealer in an early day in Dlinois. 
Ile drove cattle to Chicago when that place was only a straggling village along 
Like Michigan, There was no market Lor live stock on foot at that place then. 
He Initehered alter reaching there and sold his stuff as dresaed beef at three 
cents a pound, 

In 1873 the older Mr. 'Trimmel!! came to Kansas and settled Jater in Elk 
county Where he has maintaine! himeelf a quaicl and wnostentations farmer. 
He was married in the vounty in which he was reared to Clara Mead, who was 
a valive of Oluo. She died in 1893 at the age of sixty-two vears, Their child- 
ren were ten in nomber, of whem Anslum and his twin brother, Simeon, is the 
fourth birth. . 

Anshom Trimmel. was reured, the few yeuts he was under his ports 
vontrol on his father’s farm in Vermillion county, Tlinois. At fifteen he felt 
that. parental restraint wae too severe for him anid he “ran away from home.” 
He started west ond iiade his way to Kansas, stopping first in Linn county 
among strangers. Te had aie money but he was anbitions wn he soon found 
enployinent. His first statdy employment wae in a stone quarry at $1.40 a 
duy; getting out material for the construction of the M. K. & T. railroad. 
When he had earned 840.00 he wondered what he would do with so much 
meney, never having anything like that sum ut one tine, This did not tronble 
lium long for his razedlly emplover “cleared oul” without pavmg hin, This 
left him worse than penniless for he was out of a job and had pust-due board 
hills bancing over him. We found other work, however, paid up all his bills 
and, with some money in his pocket, he walked to Labetle county, Kansas, 
seeking n “better place.” His employment there was somewhat miscellaneons, 
his time being divided between railrovd work, well dizging, farm Isbor and 
whatever else he could get to do that would yield him an honest dollar. In 
1817 he returned to Hlinois and remained there til 1873 when he in company 
with his hather again came to Kansas settling in Wilson county, Te took a 
“claim” at that time just across the line in Montgomery county, built a small 
howse on it and, in 1874, was marrie!. He and lis wife oceupied their new 
home some six months when they sold jt and leased a tract near Neodesha. This 
Mr, Trimmell grubbed and cleared up. residing on and tilling it for three years. 
Following his removal from that place he rented another farm which he held 
two years. His efforts in business had, up to this time, been reasonably proe- 
perous and he found himself with a little surplus money. He decided to 
change locations and moved with bis family overland to Colorado in 1877, but 
he wae disappointed in the state and at once returned to Wilson county. On 
coming back to this county Mr. Trimmell rented a farm of Frank Walker and, 
after cultivating it two vears, purchased the place he had taken as a “elaim’’— 
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paying two hundred dollars for it. Four years later he sold it for $1,600.00 
and purchaged one hundred acres of his present homestead, the purehase prive 
being $2,700.00, of which amount he paid $1,500.00 in eash and went in debt 
for the balance. At this time he engaged regularly in the cattle business. He 
bought and shipped everything there was any prospect of profit, in. He some- 
times lost but on the whole his position at the end of the year was on the “right 
side’ of the ledger, His judgment oecasionally recommended his borrowing 
tioney in considerable sums, more than was thought safe by conservative buai- 
hess men, but he made the venture and won without loss of property or repula- 
tion, He was never defendant in # law suit and hus maintained a public con- 
fidence in tis integrity which is a high water mark in any business career. He 
is the owner of ten hundred and thirty-eight acres of land, has all the time 
two hundred head of cattle, one hundred and fitty hogs, thirty horses and 
mules, Three thousand bushels of grain, His shipments amount to tifty cars of 
eattla annually, to say nothing of the howe. 

Mr. Trimmell married Sarah Ann Dougherty, a danghter of Joel Q. and 
Margaret (Dunhar) Dougherty, who came to Kansas from Indiana in 1856, 
crossing Missouri during the “herder troubles,” the family encountered many 
trishaps. Upon one occasion they weve met by armed men and ordered baok, 
but without effect. An incident of this journey will serve to show the condition 
af things at that time, it being impressed most vividly upon the mind of Mra. 
Tritometl, who was then only a child, The family were avertaken one day by 
a mm with his throat eut, OMe had been set upon by some of the murderous 
hands then terrorizing the country. his throat et, and lett for dead, Reviving 
he set out again and Graveled with Mr. Dougherty a day or move when, on pass- 
ing @ house. he saw bwe tien sitling on (he poreh, and recognizing them as the 
men who had assaulted and left him for dead two days before , he pulled bis 
pistol without warning and ahot them dead. Mr. Doagherty was born in 1812 
and died i 1881, while his wife. who waz born Jane 16. 1817, died Jaunary 
20, 1876. Of their ten childven only three survive, namely: Mrs, Trimmell, 
Mrs. Mary Dennis and Robert W. Dougherty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Trimmell’s children are Rollie, Charles, Judson, Nellie, 
Milton, Paris, Bravst and lena. 

My. ‘Trimmill has not only been a faetor im the commercial and industrial 
interests of Wilson conmty but he has taken an enthnosiastic interest in her 
politien! affairs. No man in the county iz beller known as an ardent and 
oe Republic wand few-excel hin in the extent of his local power and fm- 

eLICe, 


WILLIAM H. WILLAITE—To be a eon of a pioneer is almost an equal 
distinction with bemg a pioneer one’s self, but to be a native of the state in 
which one has passed his whole life is a distinction not less important to one's 
self than to le a pioneer. The subject of this review is a son of Smith Willhite, 
of Woodeon county, Kansas, the well lnown fronticrsman of Kansas and a 
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pioneer selller on the bunks of the Verdigris river. The latter was born ‘n 
Teury county, Miesouri. He came to manhood’s estate in the state of the 
“Big Muddy” aud when the troubles of old John Brown begun in Kansas he 
crossed over tu Osawatomie and joined forces with the old liberator in repelling 
the slave-holding hordes from across the border. When this sort of warfare 
had piven way to that recognized by civilization and authorized by law he join- 
ed one of the Kansas regiments and performed a patriot’s duty toward the ex- 
tinguishment of slavery and the destruction of the dragon of secession. Later 
on he hecame a plainsman and was engaged for some time in freighting from 
Kausas City to points in weetern and southwestern Kansas. When he decided 
to settie down he went to Woodson county where he now resides and took up 
yovurninent land. lis time has been given over to farming and etock-raising 
aril he hes prospered to # moat satisfactory degree. He is one of the large land 
owners of his county, was a prominent actor in the Alliance and Peoples Party 
movement which has so recently subsided, and in other ways has become u 
character well known to the citizens of his county. He married a Maryland 
lady, Jane Ilancock, and has reared a large and honorable family of children. 

William TL. Willhite, the third of nine children born to Smith Willhite, 
came inte the world on the 19th of February, 1808. He was schooled in the 
home district und while growing up he lost a hand by the accidental discharge 
ofa gun. "This loss did not deter him nor cause him to abandon the farm, He 
learned to work with lis left hand and has become so dextrous with it as to 
forget the loss of the other hand. At twenty-one years old he began farming 
on his own account. He rented land near home and was married in February 
of the following year, Some time afterward his father deeded an eighty acre 
tract two and one-half miles north of Coyville, in the Verdigris bottom and 
he took posstssion of it. Ho crerted a modern two story residence and later 
built nim s harn commensurate with his needs and this, together with the ad- 
ditions in acreage to his farm, places him in the list of independent farmers of 
Verdigris township. He owns one hundred and sixty acres of land, raises the 
crops common to his locality and feeds his surplus corn to his own hogs. 

February 20, 1890, Mr, Willhite married Anna Rose Dawson, a native of 
Tadiana, Whose parents Came to Kansas in 1881 and settled in Woodson county. 
Ralph and Bessie are the children of this unien and both are in school. Mrs. 
Willhite’s parents are Jacob and Anna (Stewart) Dawson, natives of Ohio and 
Tilinois, respectively. They still reside in Woodson county. 

Mr, Willhite has come to be well known as a Wilson county Republican. 
Tis qualifications for public affairs have recommended him to the favor of his 
neighbors and he has been overseer of rouds, member of the school board and 
clerk and trustee of his township, He is a member of Covville lodge number 
37, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 


HISTORY OF WILSON COTNTY, KANSAS. G20 


FRANCIS M. ROBERTSON—Iimeraon says that biography fs the 
only te history. Another authority says it is history teaching by example, 
Men’s good works, when properly related, go to make up a record which carries 
with i¢ precedents and principles that will be advanced and observed to the 
end of tiny. The destiny of a community rests in the intelligence of ite eiti- 
gens. Its strong and purposeful men are the leaders in general development 
and their ideas mark the height to which theiv municipality attains in matters 
lonching the progrves of the age. Mon who sueeced are those whose ideas and 
purposes have heen well defined and who have executed as wisely as they haye 
planned. Conspicuously identified with the commercial and agricultural in- 
tureste of Coyville and vicinity. in Wilson county, is the subject of this review. 

_ -Franeia M. Robertson traces his paternal lineage to vld English stock and 
his maternal to that of the Latin speaking people of Europe, The former have 
rested in America sinee the opening of (he 19th century, at least, and eatab- 
hishwl their home in Dorchester county, Maryland, In this county occurred 
the birth of William Wilson Robertson in 1814 as did that of his son, our 
subject, November 19, 1841. 

William Wilson Robertson was a farmer on “the eastern shore,” married 
Arminty Martino and died at his birthplace al the age of sixty-three years, 
His wife died when thirty years old about the year 1846. Of their three elil- 
dren Franels M. was the first born, 

Mr, Robertson of this sketch aequired a common school education, taught 
f season im the comanon sehools of his state before he reached his majority— 
turning lialf his salary over to his futher—nand, on leaving the domestic hearth- 
dtone, eitered the employ of the government und shipped aboard one of our 
transports in the Chesupeake bay, Soon after quilting this service he enlisted 
in Compand D, 1th Marviand infantry, md on the reorganization of the 
regimumt he re-enlisted in Company A, of the same regiment, In this eom- 
inanu he served from the date of his enlistment in 1864 to the close of the 
war, 

tetorning to civil porsuits Mr. Robertson agin took up “the cudgel” ‘n 
thy school room. In 1866 he went to Towa, where he taught a term of school; 
thin he went te Mlinois where he tanuht the better part of three years. Then 
m 186! he came to Kansas. Hue stopped for a time in Riley county but in 1870 
he came tu Wilson county. Here he took a “claim” and engaged in farming and 
teaching. Tn 1883 he established himself in the drug business in Coyville and 
{he sane year was appointed post mnaeter of the village. Hardware and gro- 
eeries were later added and the Wusiness he has built up in these lines together 
with his official duties and outside investments have ocupied his time and at- 
tention. He is the owner of about 1,200 acres of yalley land lying along the 
Verdigris river, most of which is in en!livation. 

This in brief is the story of his life. Th hae not been all sunshine with 
him, He has had his ups and downs, but he has generally managed to turn his 
misfortunes to good account in some way, One of his first oxperiences in Kun- 
sas was a reverse. He brought $800.00 to the stale with him and, to make sure 
that it was sate, he deposited it in a bank at Junction City, and the bank failed. 
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This disaster alinost pursuaded tim te quit the state but on reflection he made 
up his mind he would never leave with less than he brought and nerving him- 
self for the contest he set to win or break. While a teacher he was a member 
of the vounty examining board (for examining teachers) several years and in 
1852 he was elected representative to the state Igislature. He is a Republican 
of the staunchest type and his work and influence haye helped many a friend 
to office. County conventions are seldom without his presence and he has 
iften wen entrusted with delecate power from county to state conventions. 

Mr. Rabertson was married in 1875 to Miss Lottie Chrisman, a daughter 
of George and Sarah Chrisman, Four children have resulted from this mar- 
nage, as follows: Willian, Phebe, George and Alice, 

Volunteer post, number 248, G. A. R., was named by Mr, Robertson, and 
he is alsa a merober of lodge number 57. Coyville. A, FP. and A. M, 


CIARLES THURMAN—Merchandising furnishes us with an example 
of one of the most exacting and trying features of business. It is the cradial 
test of one’s ability to cope suecussfully with the commercial world and numer- 
ous ramifications of & large mercantile enterprise furnish ample opportunity 
for the best development of Intent and natural ability, Sueh an establishment 
ne Thorman & Son's in Altoona, of whont Charles Thurman of this review, 
in the managing head and guiding spirit, is the result of practical business 
principles successfully and effeetivuly applied and he has demonstrated, in bis 
veriture alone, that he posseeses thy requirements for a sueceseful life, 

Charles Thurman was born in Fleming county, Kentueky, April 8, 1831, 
and is « son of Talbot. R. and Millie (Arnold) Thurman. The father was a 
successful farmer and a leading citizen in his county and well known for his 
politioal convictions; especially for his sentiments of loyalty to the Union dur- 
ing the Confederate states war, when he suffered the loge of practically all of 
his personal property at the hands of the rebels. Tis position as a Tnien man 
was so well known that he was the special object of rebel hatred and his pro- 
perty was burned and carried off till he was stripped of almost his entire pos- 
sessions. Old, and blind. as he was, his mental faculties were still normal, and 
the traitorous assault wpen the government which he helped to defend in the 
war of 1812 grieved him sorely, With the proceeds of the sale of his land he 
went to Story county, Lowa, in 1865, where he spent, the remainder of his life. 
Tle was a Newlight in religion and hie wif was  diseiple of Alexander Camp- 
bell. the founder of the Christian church. The latter, the mother of our subject, 
died in Kentucky at the age of thirty-two years. Her father, Charles Arnold, 
was a Colonial soldier in the war of the Revolution and lived to he almost one 
hundred years of age. Talbot RK. Thurman was the father of nine children, 
five of whom ure, vig: Enoch, of Altoona; Amanda E., and Margraet J., resi- 
dents of Walla Walla, Washmgton: N. D., of St. Louis, and Charles, our 
eubject, 
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Mr. Thurman, of this review, was limitedly educated in the subsoription 
schools al the country commen ta his boyhood, The “elementary spelling 
book” and Pike’s arithmetic were the chief studies of the pupil and they were 
seldom “carried beyond the rule of three” in the latter. The teacher was a 
disciple of that sort of education and he could not teach farther than le knew. 
lis edueation finished after a fashion, My. Thurniai settled down to the work 
of the farm and resided in his native state till 18— when he, too, went to Towa 
and there resided thirteen years, He cngayed in mereautile pursuits at Ontario 
and carried on the business for six years, being twice burned out in that time. 
The Inst fire caught him with insurance in a bankrupt company and he was, 
therefore, Unable to collect for his loss and it thus became total, At this 
Junetwre he decided to leave the state and when he “pitehed bis tent” again ot 
was 1h Wilse county, Nansns. Ie war foreud to begin at the “bottom of the 
ladder.” With a snitall vapital he opened a little etere in Altoona of which lits 
present bieiness house is the lagitiniate and loyieal ootgrowth, He plensed the 
people from the start because he knew what they wanted and their patronage 
enabled him tu expand and keep pace with the development of the eountry. 
His Intsiness house now comprises « double store with dimensions 24x140 feet 
where he houses a lurge and well selected stock of dry woods and yrocerles and 
whieh commands its hare of the patronage of the locality where it is situatod. 
Hi: livs established o, store, also, in Benedict, which i¢ conducted by J. V. 
Butler, a trusted emmplove and a good business man, and which is to that place 
what the parent house i to Altoona. 

Me, Thurman was first married to Desdemonia THilfner hy whom pvo 
childron were born, vis: Lazene and Joseph A., both deceased. In 1855 his 
wife died und he remained single till 1868 when he was united in marriage with 
Jane Barney, in Indiana lady, and a daughter of Jumes Barney, Three chil- 
dron reaulterL from this weton, as follows: Lra 'T., of Oklahoma, who is mar- 
ruvl to Eva Lummis and has two alildren; Alice Thurman, who died at twenty- 
tliree. was the wile of M. Mi, Riehardson and left two children, Raymond and 
Charlee; and Oliver Morton ‘Thurman, # portoewr with his father, is married 
to Miss Debolt and has three chiledven, Philis, Max and Harold. 

The career of Mr. Thurman in Kaneas has heen no resy journey dewn the 
pothway of life. Ho has encountered the same pestilenes and drouth and flood 
and “political reform” that the earliest Kansan has met and “weathered,” and 
lie has divected hls affairs through it all in a manner to comutond him ae a wiee 
coveful and safe business man. He has proved himself no less useful as a 
private erlizen than in public life, 

For eight years he served his township as justice of the peace, doing his 
duty as the cireumstances and the law directed, and on the eity council uf Al- 
touna he has seryed with eredit and honor equally as long. He is a prononnesd 
Repablieun, has been such since that party’s infancy, and is one of the men 
whose counsel nud personal influence count for something in the politics of 
Wilson county. Te is a member of the Christian church, is an Odd Fellow 
and has passed all the chaire in the looal body and served as a delegate to the 


grand lodge. 
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JOHN K. WAHITE—In portraying briefly the family history and life 
work of John EB, White we are sensible of the fact that the central figure of one 
of the leading families of Wilewn county is under review, and also, that what- 
uver may appear with reference to him and his brothers, under this heading 
will he tou brief to vet ont all the important events which baye influenced their 
lives. Coming to Kansas in the pioneer dave of 1809 their paths have heen 
> Haig wilh more thorns than roses hut their faces have ever heen set in the 
Hirevtion of snecess and they have pernatied nothing to interfere with its 
achievement. 

Joln I. White is 0 son of the venerable and worthy George L. White, of 
Buffalo. Kanes, and woe born in Colos county, Illinois, August 4, 1851, His 
father was born in Kentnely, in 1827 and went into Minos with his lather, 
Gorge LL. White, and Philadelphia (Trae) White in 1851, The grandparents 
were natives of KRentueky, where their anvestors were early settlers and pioncers 
from Virginia, 

George L. White, Jt, married Rebecca A, Ellis in Illinois on October 20, 
A850, and, settling on a farm, lived in that state till 1869, coming thence to 
Kansas and setthng in Wilson county in October of that year. He purchased 
o tract of land and cengagerl in forming in a small way, under the limitations 
nnposed on the early settlers by the conditions them prevailing. Ile sueceedefl 
as well as settlers in those days could and his achievements were, in the main, 
the rearing of an honorable fasily and the establishment of « blameless repu- 
lation, 

Krom a glance al some of the conditions in pioneer days in Kansas it is a 
mutter of wondering how the great ames of her settlers remained here, for there 
vupply of money was most limited and prices of the necessities of life were, as 
eompared to whut they are now. exhorbitant. Salt, which had to be hauled 
from as far away as Fort Seotl. cost ten dollars per barrel; bacon wae twenty- 
seven cents a pound amd dressed pork seventeen cents a pound; groceries were 
correspondingly high and corn was worth fron eighty cents lo one dollar per 
lushel, Prairie fires were numerous and almost a constant menace and grass- 
hoppers and ¢hinch bugs were pests that had to be reckoned with in estimating 
the probabilities of a crop. But despite these hindrances Kansas was settled 
and the struchural work of her ctvilizalion wus well done, Her farms, towns 
and school houses are splendid testiinuny as to the character of her pioneers 
and a satisfactory guarantee of her progressive and prosperous condition, pres- 
int and ftrhure, 

John K, White is one of a family of eight children, namely; John E., 
Mary F.. widow of Henry Dryden of Fredonia: Anna E., wife of M, 2, Ashley, 
of Rieh Hill, Missouri: Philadelphia T.. now Mrs, W. H. Matthews, of Buffalo; 
Lillie T., wife of Willis Brinkley. of Wilson county; Simeon T., and Milton 'T., 
twin brothers, who reside in Buffalo, and Lulu, wife of J. 5. Johnson, of Buf- 
falo. Our subject attended the country school in his native state where he 
mastered the mysteries of the “three R's” under the tutorship, a part of the 
time, of a “down east Yankee” teacher, He was eighteen years of nge when he 
necompanied his parents to Kansas. His first work in this state was in a 
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lumber yard wt Ottawa and following which engagement he employed with 
Eli Neff by the month on the latter’s ranch near Buffalo, He was with Mr. 
Neff nine years and, in 1884, began life for himself. He filed on a piece of 
Jand, built o foundation on it and absented himself temporarily from the 
dounty. When le returned another settler had jomped the claim and was in 
possession. The piliable vondition of the suttler’s fromily—poor and. sick and 
needy—led Mr, White to relinquish in favor of the stranger while he, himself, 
shifted for other qoarters., He had determined to embark in farming and 
did 60 on as extensive a scale ws his cirenmetances woald permit. Incidentally 
he raised o fow enttle and not many years had passed before he and his bro- 
thers worv in partnerehip and making a steady ein on the world. They knew 
how to handle stock and thoy also knew how to raise corn and make hay and 
the combination of intureste served (6 assure them a successful career. In 
much less than twenty years from the date of the formation of their partnership 
they are eounted the heaviest and most successful feeders of stock in theie 
voonty. They are the owners of a ranch of cleven hundred acres on which a 
thousand head of euttle and several hundred head of hogs feed and fatten. 
“White Brothers” are invaluable to their community; for their operations make 
af Butlolo « good stock and grain market, thus giving the farmers of that 
locality the benefit of the prices of the finished product rather than allow the 
alit to vo to enrich some other community. 

January 21, 1892, John E. White married Miss Tilla Cox, a daughter of 
Arthur and Elizaheth A. (Rice) Cox—English people—the former of whom 
‘lied in 1891 at the age of seventy-five years. Mrs. White’s parents came to 
the United States to make this country their home in 1869, Their five surviv- 
ing children are George W,, of Hporia, Kansas; Medina, wife of Will Roberts, 
of Emporia; Matthew H., of Wilson county; Jennie, now Mrs. Taylor Stewart, 
and Mrs. J. E. White. Tree children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. White, 
as follows: Effie W., John. Edward and Lois A. The parents are members 
of chorch and Mr. White is a Modern Woodman and a Republican. 


HORACE M. WILSON—We present in thia article the brief record of a 
gontloman whose residence in Wilson oounty dates from the year 1879 and 
whose life as a merchant, trader, publio officer and real estate man has been 
an active and busy one. Ho settled down to what might be termed the tame 
affairs of life after some years of the excitement of the western plain and has 
hevonie one of the staid citizens of Iredonia. 

Mr. Wilson is a native of Licking county, Ohio, and was born January 23, 
1849. Bis parents were David D. and Eliza A. (Green) Wilson, native Ohio 
people, and his father, who moved his farnily to Osceola, lowa, in 1856, was 
engaged in the latter place as a merchant for over thirty years. He and his 
wife were prominent members of the M. E. whurch and he died at the home of 
our subject March 5, 1889, at the age of seventy-three years, while his wife died 
in 1896, being seventy-eight years old. 
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Iloruce M. Wilson is one of five children, viz: George W-, of Fredonia, 
i blickemith and on ex-soldier of the 8th Lowa cavalry; Oliver B., of the state 
of Washington, is the first horn. He served in the 6th Iowa infantry in the 
army of the southwest during the civil war; Horace M., Ida J., wife of J. W, 
Hvler, of Benedict, and Truelee, who died young. The limited education that 
Horave M. Wilson reeeived came from the publie sehools of Iowa. He was 
thirteen vears old when he left the fnmily fireside to try the rough edges of the 
world, He joined a cattle droyer and erossed the plains to Black Hawk, Colo- 
rado, which experience—ecoveriny 1 year—was a yalnable one for a boy of his 
age, Returning home he engaged to elerk fort. L, Tedrow al Woodburn, Towa, 
and remained with him some yeurs. Next he engaged in business fur himeell 
at Conway, Lowa, and continued it four years. Then began another experience 
with the west. He went to western Texas into the heart of the buffalo field 
antl wig engaged in the slanghter of that animal for its skin for come months, 
a sport that was both exciting and exhilerating and at the same time profitable. 
Buffalo shooting invelved a constant danger and often times the hunter’s life 
hangs only by # thread and his escape from » violent and horrible death is 
frequently regarded—when the cireumstances ure known—as one of the 
miraculous occurrences of hie life. In 1879 Mr. Wilson left the Texas frontier 
and came to Fredonia and se0n after embarked in the grocery business, the 
frm being Hyler & Wilson which continued about five years. Following this 
hy was onvaged in handling Tndian ponies as a dealer and trader, parchaging 
his stock in the Indian Territory, and out of the business he made a fair 
profit, Ie was appointed deputy under County Treasurer George B., Brown 
and servel with him two years and four years with his successor, George East. 
He was himself elected to the office in 1897 and filled the treasurer’s office two 
years. Since retiring from offiee he has devoted himself to real estate and in- 
suranee, with his office at the county eat, 

October 3, 1871 Mr. Wilson married Miss (. Ei, Creighton, an Iowa lady 
and & dyughter of a stock shipper, William Creighton. Two ehildren have 
resulted from their marriage, namely: Oliver C., with Case and Tfudson’s de- 
partment store in Fredonia, and Harry M. Oliver C. is married to Jessie Can- 
trell and has a child, Horace C. 

Mr. Wilson is a Blue Lodge, Chapter and Commandery Mason and 


+ 


acknowledges fealty to the Republican party. 


ADOLPHUS ZIBA BROWN—The subject of this sketch was born 1m 
Richwood, Union county, Olito, May 24, 1846. When he was five years of age 
his parents iminigratd westward, sojoarning in Adams county, [linois, four 
vears, thence to Clarke county, lowa, in 1855, where the father secured goy- 
ernment lands. The family resided in this yieinity until the autumn of 1865, 
when they moved to Johnson county, Missouri, engaging in the nursery and 
fruit bisiness at Holden, 
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On Februury loth the snbject of thia sketch enlisted in Company D, 
Ist Towa cavalry as a recrvit, joining his regiment at Little Mock, Arkansas, 
in tine to take part in the “Camden Expedition.” Wour weeks from the time 
he purted with his mother at home he was under the rebel fire. Being one of 
the 400 of his reviment that were dismounted, he was on the skirmieh line for 
five days, until Camden was reacher This beardless boy never attonded “sick 
reall” during his service of exactly two years. His regiment was stationed at 
Collierville, Tennessee, at the close of the war, Notwithstandimg the tact that 
The war was over “Unele San’ could pot yet spare the 1st Towa regiment, so 
they ware taken by water to Alexandria, La., thence overland to Austin, Texas, 
remaining there until February 15, 1866, the date of the discharge from the 
service af the United States, Dn company with eight of his comrades, in the 
garb of LC. S, cavalrymen, attended by @ four mule ainbulanee, he traveled over 
land via Waco, Dallas, Colbert’s Ferry, Bogery Station. 1, 'I'., Fort Smith, Ar- 
kansas, and north to Wie father’s new home in Johnson eoanty, Missouri, 

Until the autumn of L869 our subject remained ai home with his father 
working at horticulture, when he, in company with his brother George, took 
Horacy Greeley’s advice, settling in Wilson county, Kauss. THe located a 
claim on the northwest quarter of section 26, township 28, range 15, his brother 
actthingr a claim adjoining, They here established the Guilford noreery onder 
the firm name of Krown lrethers. Our auljedt continued in this vocation for 
five veark after wheie he devoted bis time and energy to general farming and 
etock raising, Red Polled cattle being a specialty. Hoe owns a good river bottom 
farm largely eet to alfalfa, and the old homestead on the hill near Guilford, 
where be still resides, ; 

He cast his first allot for Abraham Lincoln, Of later years he is inde- 
pendent both in veligion and polities, his God he sees manifested in all nature. 
Holds that to be uo true follower of the doctrine of the brotherhood of man- 
kind, one most be socialistic in belief und action. THe represented Wilson 
county in the lower house of the Kansas legislature, during the session of 1891, 

Mr. Brown's dather. Rev. Zihu Brown, the Jate well known Christian min- 
ister of Fredonia, Koneas, who died in that city, April 1, 1874, was born in 
Licking vounty, Ohin, September 30, 1816. The was a man of firm and strong 
convictions, one of the “self made” of those early days. Te shidied medicine 
while young, but later embraced Christianity and entered the ministry. He 
was o strong Abolitionist and talked his venvictions, im aeason and oul, In 
fact religion and politics wont hand in hand with him. He wis a prominent 
Republican of Clarke county, Towa, and in 1864 represented his district in the 
state senate, Hé and three sons were eoldiers in the war of the rebellion, he 
being chaplain of the 5th lowa cavalry und was known by the boys of his regi- 
ment as the “fighting person.” He was married al, Richwood, Union county, 
Ohio, Dovember 3rd, to Miss June rookine Coffee. Miss Coffee was of Scotch- 
frich deseent, apd was barn in Shippensharg, Pennsylvania, July 17, 1818. 
At a tender age she was left an orphan. Tler mother, Lucinda Coffee, died 
August 18, 18225 her father, Jolin Coffee, dial n 1836, Her waele, Dr, John 
Piper Brookins. who erected the firet house in Richwood, reared her to woman- 
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howl, "Pheiy children were fourteen. Those who reached mature age are 
(ruorge Brooking, of Fredonia, Kunsas; William Lneas, of Hooper, atate of 
Washington; Adolphus Ziba, of Guilford; America Delta. wife of CL R. Hank, 
uf Thermopolis, Wyoming ; Miss Lucinda Olive, a professional nurse, of Ogden, 
Utah; Cassius Marens, Topolahampo, state of Sinaloa, Moxico, and Samelia 
Jane; wile of B. M. Short, also of Ogden City, Utah. 

Auron Brown, the father of Rey. Zaha Brown, was born in Washington 
county, Pennsylvania, 1 1784, settled in Ohio in an early day, erecting the firet 
house in Meant Vernon. He was a devoted Christian and bible student and 
wis a veteran of the war of 1812. He was married in 1805 to Miss Eleanor 
Thomas. Their childven were Sarah, Mary, Parmelia, Daniel, Nathan, Al- 
phone, Ziba and Kligabeth, 

Quir subject wos married February 27, 1877, at Cedar Vale, Kanéas, to 
Miss Martha Minerva Lemert, Their children are Thaddeus Caleb, Pheobe 
Jeane, Ruth Dolly, and Abner Ziba, Mrs. Brown was a daughter of Rey. 
Abner Lemert, a sehool boy friend of Rev. Aiba Proewn, and a Chrstian mini 
ler also, Rey. Lemert war born at Paris, Fauquier county, Virginia, Septem- 
ber 13, 1818. His widowed muther emmigrated to Ohio and settled the land 
on which Kheabethtown now élands. Iter children were Laban, Thaddeus, 
Beverly, LeRoy, Minerva, Ferdinund and Abuer. Rey. Abner Lemert was mar- 
rivd at Utien, Licking county, Ohio, te Miss Phoche Harrison, December 25, 
1834. Thoir children are seven, namely, Captain Thaddens, killed at Arkansas 
Post, while at the head of hie regiment, the 76th Ohio, Oren Dick, of Cim- 
wrron, Kansas; Laban. of Rrawnstown. Illinois; Locke, of Cedarvale, Kansas; 
Takoy, of Hewins, Nanses: Anyustn, deceased, and Mrs, Brown, wile af the 
ealyjoct of our sketch, 


(YRENTICS W. TARTER—The subject of this sketch was a well known 
resident farmer of Benedict. He was born in Fulton county, Llinois, April 11, 
1845, and was a son of Frederick and Christina (Whiteley) Tarter, the for- 
mer a native Scotchman and the latter of Kentucky birth The father was o 
pioneer to Ulionis, going to that state from Kentucky in 1825. In those ewrly 
days it was the practice of settlers to make their own flour by pounding their 
grain, the sethement being fur in advanee of the old water wheel. The mode 
living generally was us primitive as the method of farming. Frederick Tarter 
served in the Black Hawk war and was given a warrant for one hundred and 
forty aeres of of land which he loewted in Fulton county, Illinois. He brought 
the =prouts from Kentucky with which he planted lis nnrsery of eighty weres 
in his new home and ont of this business he prospered anil berame widely 
known, His home was the etopping place of scores of distant friends and the 
mecca of all travelers who chanced to learn of his hospitality. He was well 
supplied with the Kentucky brand of hospitality and it can he said to his 
credit that no man was ever denied a drink when thirsty or 4 meal when hun- 
ary, He lived to be abont seventy years old and hie wife died about 1843 at 
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near sixty-four years old, The latter was a member of what is commonly called 
“the Hardshell Baptist” chareh, 

The children of Frederick 'larter and wife were eleven in tumber, all of 
whom grew to maturity. Thoms was the first born. Fle died at about seventy- 
two vearss Peter is an altorney at law at Lewiston, Illinois; Enos, a farmer, 
died recently near Lewiston, Illinois: Laban, who was a soldier in the 86th 
Ilinois jntantry—orderly sergeant of his company—was zhot in tho battle 
of Porryyille and died soon after; John was « soldier in the 7th Missouri under 
General Pleasanton and served through the war and wae a farmer living in 
Oldahoma, recently decensed; Frederick, a resident of Hich Hill, Missouri, 
served through the war in the 80th Missouri infantry, Coupany L; Cyrenins W, 
Lyrlia, deceased at thirky years, was the wile of Graham Odle; Christina, Ae 
ceased at sixty yoare, inerried James Odle, a nephew of Graham Odle; Nutcy, 
wile of George Gre; Kate, who died of twenty-seven, married Ned Robinson. 

Cyrenius W. Tarter, our eubject, received his education in the country 
echiools of Illinais, In Oetebor, 1861, he enlisted in Company I, 40th Mis- 
soul volunteer infantry, in response the the president’s call for 400,000 yolnn- 
towre. His first engagement was at Lexington, Mo., the next at Carthage and 
the third ot Springfield, that state, These in addition to many skirmishes con- 
stitute the fighting history of the 60th Missouri, Mr. Tarter reenlisted in. the 
aame command in L&63, for three years or during the war, and served in all 
four years and two inunths. ‘he last raid of General Pleasanton was one to be 
rememberol ly both rebels and Federals, The former were stripped of every 
necessary that eould be raached and were constuntlhy harrassed while the latter 
were literally worn out with serviee without rest. Men were in the saddle 
Alinnsr constantly and it wae no unusual sound to hear the “thud” of sleepy 
soldiers as the poor fellow fell froin his horse. During the service Mr. Tarter’s 
command was in chase of Quantrell many times und on one occasion killed 
three hundred of his men, Dick Riders among the number. Three times was 
Mr. Tarter taken prisoner bot he managed each time to elude his captors and 
regain hig liberty. 

At the close of the war Mr. 'Tarter engaged in farming in Marion county, 
Lowa, where he remained till 1869 when he moved to Grandy county, Missouri, 
whom in 1882 he came to Kansas. bought vighty acres of land mm Wilson coun- 
ty and fonr hindred head of sheep. He did fairly well for the three years 
he held his flock, and then sold it and went into the cattle, hog and wheat bus- 
inuss, General farming wud eapecially the raising of grain occupied his tine 
during the last fifteeu or wighteen years of his life, In 1899 he raised 6,000 
bushels of corn and in 1800 7,000 bushels. 

October 1, 1868, Mr. Darter was mwrried to Miss Abigail Funk, a native 
of Marion éounty, Iowa, and a daughter of Morgan and Catherine (Jenkins) 
Funk, Indiana people, Mr. Funk was a farmer and died at the age of sixty 
years while his wite died when seventy years old. Mrs, Tarter is one of ten 
children, a6 followe: Jeremiah, Joseph and John, of Oregon; Martha, wife of 
Wilham Greenman, of Spokane, Washington; Mrs. Abigail Tarter: those dy- 
ceased are James, Elisha, Hlijah and Sarah, and one nnnamed, 
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To Mr, and Mrs. Tarter have heen born twelve children, viz. Catherine, 
wife of Thoms Denny. of Tlest, Kansans, with three children; Chas. E.; Roy T., 
and Ray G.; Enos V., who married Gertie Cook, has one child—Ahigail—ond 
resides in Wilson county; Joseph W., of Benedict, Kansas; Clara B,, who mar- 
ried Walter Harris, resides af, Ruffalo, Kensas, and has three children, viz., 
Fay. Hazel and Vivian; the following three were married hetween March 12th 
amd April 11, 1901: Ollie J, wife of Charles Myers, of Pendletan, Oregon ; 
Flora E., wife of Clarence Roherts, of Benedict, Kansas, and Ada Pearl, who os 
Mrs. Joseph Myers; John diced at seven years of age; Freddie died at eleven 
Taye old; Maud G., and Harty, under the parental roof and Ethel, who died in 
November, 1900, of nine years ald, 

Mr. Tarter died September 22, 1901, He had for many years been a mem- 
her of the Methodist chureh ta which his widew also belongs. In politics he 
was a Republican. Never cared for ottive, but was on the schoo] board a num- 
ber of times and an active factor in local politics, 

Mr. ‘larter’s children are eligible to membership in the organizatlion—The 
Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution, This rare honor comes 
to them in the following way: Frederick Tarter, grandfather of our subject, 
was & Colonial soldier and lost both his eyes lyy a British bullet on American 
coil, The maternal grandfather of My, 'Tarter was also a Revolutionary eoldier, 
He was Thomas Whitely and received a gunshot wound in one leg which erip- 
pled lim for life, Frederiel Tarter’s grandfather Moore (being his mother’s 
father) lived wear Yorktown, Virginia, when the war of the Revolution was 
im progress and it was tn hie house that Lord Cornwallis surrendered his army 
—(hrowgh General OTTita—to General Washington and thus ended the war 
for independence, 


PHILIP C, YOUNG— One of the well known attorneys of the Seventh 
Judicial distriel of Kansas aud an ex-county attorney of Wilson eownty is he 
whore naine introduces this artiele. He is an onstern man by birth and west- 
ern by education aod training for he was born in New York City and was 
chiefly cduented in the state university of Kansas. His birth occurred May 
2, 1801, and in 18—he came to Kansas. J1is parents were Adam and Mary 
(Smith) Young, the father of German and the molher of Irish blowd, The 
father waa a darmer and died in 1891 ut the age of sixty-seven years. Tis 
widow resides it Moutyomery county, Kansas, ab seventy years of age and is 
the mother of ten children, mine of whom still survive and, with one exception, 
are residents of Kansas. 

Philip C. Young began his education in the public schools of New Jersey 
io which hig parents removed in his childhood, and he completed a literary 
vomrsa In the Kansus aniversity alter the family became citizens of the Sun- 
flower state, He legun life as a teacher in the pubhe schools and as an in- 
structor ant condactor in nermal institutes in Kansas and finished his peda- 
goyical work as principal of the Elk City schools, Taking up the subject of 
law he read in the office of J. W. Sutherland, of Neodesha, Kansas, and pursued 
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the law vourse in the state yniversity 10 graduation. He began the practice of 
his profession as junior member of the firm of Sutherland and Young, of 
Neudesha, and afterward came to Fredonia and identified himself at once with 
the profession here. He was elected county attorney of Wilson county in 1892 
and served with sueh credit gs to merit the endorsement of the voters of the 
county for a second term of two years, completing his two term incumbency 
in January, 1897. His administration covered n stormy period in the history 
of the enforcement of the prohibitory law in Wilson county, The violators uf 
the act were conapicnously bold and determined and a full test of their staying 
qualities, of public sentiment and of the strength of the law was made with 
the usual results in a moral and law-abiding community. These prosecutions 
were conducted hy Mr. Young and he did the work as one performing his whole 
duty as he interpreted it, hewing to the line and letting the chips fall wherever 
they would, Ln 1897 he begat agnin the practice of law alone and has been 
comnected with many of the leading civil and criminal cases of his county. His 
practico extends to the state and federal courts and he is regarded by his cotem- 
poraries as 4 careful, studious and pains-taking lawyer. 

duly 18, 1880, Mr. Young married Miss Kate Angel of Neodesha, a native 
of Ohio and a daughter of D, M. and Catherine Angel. Pennsylvania people. 
Mr. Angel is deceasal but his widow resides in Neodesha where they settled 
from Ohio in 1885. ‘Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Young, viz.. 
Margaret and Philip C, Jr. 

In polities our subject is a Republican. He hae been identified with the 
netive work of campaigning in the state and it is the effect of such work from 
all sourees whieh has turned Kaneas back to Republicanism. 





ROBERT A. MEAD—The venutleman whose oume introduces this bio- 
graphy was born in Washington eounty, Tndiunu, February 23, 1839, and is 2 
won of John and Lucinda (Moore) Mead, whose births oceurred in Kentucky 
and Missouri, respectively, The father was a farmer oll his actiye life and 
reached the Territory of Indiunme at the uge of ninsleen years. He became one 
of the foremost of the state for lus time in the line of hie pursuit, He and his 
wife were devout Christians and were identified with the church of the same 
nmaime in which he was a deacon for many years. He died in Indiana at neur 
sixty-six years of age while hie wife’s death preceded his own at about sixty 
vears of age. This worthy couple were the parents of Tourteen children, ten of 
whom yet survive. Their issue were Lemuel and Anmnda, twins, the former of 
whom died in California at the ave of fifty-seven, from the effects of wounds 
received in battle, and the latter is now Mrs, Anos Martin of Moultrie county. 
Illinois; Rhodes J. Mead; William R., who was captain of Company C, 23rd 
Indiana volunteer infantry and served four years, three months and twenty- 
seven days. He was in forty-nine battles and one hundred skirmishes and 
never received a wound. Lead the ‘forlorn hope” at Vicksburg; went mto the 
sharge with fifty-four men and came out with only sixteen; R. A. Mead was the 
fifth child ; and John, the sixth, served three years in the army and was wound- 
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ed at the assault on Vieksburg; Lacinda, wife of Lafayette Goss, of Johnson 
emmty, Missouri; Blizabeth, deceased, married David Cummings; Josephine, 
wife of Jos, Brownell, of Junonia. Iowa; Dora, wife.of John Grubb, of Incl- 
tad, Sylvester, of Indiana; Mollie, wile of Warren Parker, of Lamonia, Iowa. 

Kt. A. Mew was adhieated in the country schools and assisted his father 9n 
the farm, when a boy. Anuet 1, 1862, he enlisted in Company B, 66th Ind- 
itma infantry and fought hie first battle at Richmond, Kentucky, In this 
tnyagemont he had his right arm nearly shot off, He was taken prisoner at 
Lexington and the fourth day afterward the city fell into the hands of the 
Confederates. Our subject was paroled on Wednesday following his capture 
and dont to Loulsville where he seeured permission to go home, He returner 
to Camp Noble, New Albany, Indiana, where he wae armed with a pass to yo 
md deme at wil When the regiment was ordered away he was sent to hospital 
No. 6, New Albany, where he was discharged after a few weeks. He was an 
orderly sergeant and in the haspital had charge of a squad, Some time after 
hie retin home he was met in New Philadelphia, Indiana, by Cal, Bowne, 
oomunaniding the home cuants who told him that his serviees were needled and 
he was placed in command of Company A, Washington county home guard, 
and joined the pursuit of Morgan throayh Indiana and into Ohio. Ilis com- 
pany had captured @ doen men when ib tirned back toward Dadian: at Tlarri- 
son, Ohio. The chase ended the guard dishunded and our subjeet potymned to 
the farin, Be van a luater and grocery wagon among the farmers for three 
years and remained in Indiana till 1871 when he came do Kansas and settled 
in Wilsun county where he loealed apon a farm in Center township. He ex- 
changed country property for property in Fredoma and in 1873 moved his 
family to that place. Wis occupation of lale years has been that of a stone 
mason and during the adminisirstions of Lewelling and Leedy as governors 
of Kansas he was employed as a mechanic af the slate penitentiary at Lansing, 
superintending the tiason work of the institution. He bas filled the office of 
trustee of his township, jastice of the peace and police judge of the city af 
Vredouin. 

Mr. Mead was married Jangary 17, 1861, fo Ruth Parr, a native of Ind- 
imma oud whose parents were Hnoch and Ruth (Lindley) Parr, both deceased. 
Mr. Parr died in 1841 at sixty-five years and Mrs. Parr (his second wife) in 
18S) at the age of ninety-oue. Mr. Parr wie the father of fourteen children 
ond Mrs. Parr was the mother of the eaime number, yet there were twenty-one 
children in their household. ‘The explanation of this is that each was married 
twice with seven children with ewh marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mead’s childrun are seven in number, viz, Loretta E,, wile 
of Lem Mummah, of Colorado Springs. with six children, Ralph, Ruth E., 
Tie D., Glen, Fern. and Dale M.; Lowe P, now Mrs. Chas. B. Beard, of Wil- 
son county, with eight children. Benj. R.. Edoa M., Henry, Grace, Vernie, 
Mary. Walter and Ruth A.; Otha M.. who niarried L. ILaskell, of Colorado; 
Arra, wife of Walter Horstman. of Lansing, Kansas. with one child, Yon; 
Ella D., and Charles, who died at ten and twenty-six years, respectively, The 
latter was marri«d to Ida Chapman and left three elildren, Enoch, Ray and 
Bonnie: and Ruth Mond who died at twenty years of age. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Mead are members of the Christian church and he is himself 
connected with the Masonic fraternity. In polities he supports the candidates 
of the Pewple’s Party and ie the chairman of the Wilson county central com- 
mittee of that orvanization. 

During the construction of (he Denver mul Rio Grand railway in Colorado 
Mr. Mead was in the Mountains and employed with the company to do mason 
work on their bridges. He remained with the company one year und wus then 
for ® time engaged as a builder in Pachlo, Colorado. 


in order that the generations of this family in future may have a record 
of their family to which they ean refur with confidence throughout the coming 
years it is essential to mention individually the members of this largo family of 
brothers and sisters referred to abeve in this article. The first wife of Enoch 
Parr was Nancy Curr. She was the miother of Malinda, deceased wife of 
Henry Moxey; Samuel, deceased: Thos. C., killed In the battle of Buona Vieta 
Mexico: John. who resides in Illinois; David, deceased, a veteran of the Mex- 
ican war, and also of the civil war; Morgan, who was in the Mexican war and 
died on the return home, and Elisha, a resident of Tilinois, The family of Mrs, 
Parr by her first hushand, Joseph Nixon, were William, whe died at sea; Mary 
and Samuel, deceased; Martha and Elizabeth. twins: John, who also died at 
cea, and Acenith Nixon. The union of Mr, and Mrs, Parr produced the fol- 
lowing issue: Hannah, deceased at sixty-seven years; Nancy, deceased at twen- 
ty-six yours; Sarah, deceased: Relecea, who marricd KR. Sparks, resides in 
Indiana: Susan, wife of James Drummond; Mrs, Mead, and Rey. Enoch Parr 
of Indiana. 


Touching Mr. Mead's service in charge of the mason work of the Nangas 
prnitentiary, Warden Landis aays: “He has a rare faculty of getting full and 
eHicient work ont of any gang of men placed under him and that without jar 
or the nevessity of reporting. Ula men respect. him, obey him impheitly and 
do what. wider the curemmetances, is an astonishing amount of work. He *s 
strictly honest, manly, straightforward and can be trusted implicitly, and 
every partioular is one of the best men I ever knew.” This testimony, coming 
from one who had every opportunity to study and learn the mag, marks our 
subject with a stamp of genuineness which only tried and true men merit. 


JOSEPH 'T. WELLS—The well known citizen and farmer of Fredonia, 
J.T. Wells, was born in Muskingum county, Ohio, October 28, 1855. Henry 
and Martha (Carter) Wells were his parents and were born near Culpepper, 
Virginia, They settled ip Ohio about 1828, where the father ed his life 
as a farmer. dying in 1887 ut the age of eighty-two, while his wife passed away 
at the age of sixty-six. Their children were six in number, as follows. John, 
who died of yellow fever at Memphis, Termessee; James W., of Meigs county, 
Ohio; Joseph T., our subject; Jane, who died single; Margaret, wife of Ariel 
Stevens, of Columbus, Ohio, and Robert, of Albany, Ohio. 
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J.T. Wells came to manhood’s estate on the farm and was educated in the 
district sehools. At twenty-two years of age he began life independently as a 
farmer bot st twenty-five he embarked ‘in the mercantile business at Dexter, 
and established himeelf later at Middlepert, Ohio. He continued business in 
the latter place till the spring of 1884 when the extraordinary rise in the Ohio 
river flooded the town and put seven feet of water in his store. March 20th 
of the next year he started to Kansas and selected Wilson county as his location. 
He purchased a large farm in section 13, Center township, in all three hundred 
and sixty acres, well improved and containing a large orchard of choice fruit 
treee, He located his family in Fredonia where they have since resided. 

Mr. Wells enlisted in the one hundred day service at the beginning of the 
civil war aea sergeant of Company H, 140th Uhio regiment. At the expiration 
Of his enlistment he returned home and joined the Uhio National Guard ava 
Wie adword lieutenant of his company. He was out on emergency calls during 
the most exciting days of the war, but got no nearer the Confederacy than the 
Ohio river. 

January 28, 1857, Mr. Wells niarvied Mary J. Holiday, a native of Meigs 
county, Ohio, and a daughter of Alexander and Jane (Stanley) Holiday, the 
father from Dumfries, Scotland, and the mother born in Ohie. He was a car- 
penter and contractor and came to America with his mother and six brothers, 
the father, Alevander, Sr., having died about the time the family were ready 
fo sail, Mrs. Wells’ father was one of the prominent citizens of Meigs county, 
having been elected county treasurer for twenty years, He and his wife were 
the parents of eight children, viz. Judge Alexander W., of Missouri; Mrs, 
Wells: Dr. J, 8.. of Coldwater, Kansas: Elizabeth, deceased, who married 
Tlenry Woodward: Nancy L., deceased wife of Marion Kline, of Ohio; Thomas, 
of Oregon; Richard C., of Spokane, Washington, and Teresa, who died in 
childhood, Mr. Holiday was a member of the Methodist elnirch, held offices 
of the sanie and died in L892 al sixty-six years of age, 

Mr. and Mrs, Wells have two daughters, viz., Mollie M., wife of William 
Hees, of Marshall, Missouri, with one child, Blanche; and Hattie J., who 
married Dr. Alaxander Flack, of Fredonia, and died at twenty-seven, 

Mr, Wells is a lifelong Repoblican and a Mason, 


EDWARD D, MIKESELL—The present county attorney of Wilson 
county, BE. D. Mikesell, of this review, is a native son of the county and was 
born November 13, 1871, Tle comes of parents, Daniel and Mary J. (Lingel) 
Mikesell ,of Indiana and Lowa nativity, respectively, who were among the first 
sultles of the state of Kansas. The father was born in 1836 and the mother 
in 1835 and the former, at the age of seventeen, went into the state of Lowa 
where he was married and resided till 1859 when he brought his family and 
effects to Woodson county, Kansas, In 1868 he settled in Talleyrand township, 
Wilson county, where he pre-empted one hundred and forty acres of land, im- 
prove it and has since made it his home, He served in Company I, 16th 
Kanaas cavalry for two vears during the war of the rebellion and in his service 
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passed through the territory of Wilson county on a scout in 1864, Even whon 
he settled in the county, four years later, things were yet primitive and he be- 
came one of a committee of three who selected the name of Talleyrand for his 
township. In religions sentiments he is a Newlite, a Republican in politics 
and rather a leader in local affairs. Between 1864 and 1868 both Neodesha 
and Fredonia were given birth and there were two houses in each when Mr, 
Mikesell took up his residence in the county. 

LE. D, Mikesell is one of « family of five children, viz: Asmanda, deceased 
wile of K. J, Rollins; Aliee, a profeesional nurse of Colorado Springs; Edward 
D,, Alpha, who married W. E. Bowers and resides in Wilson county, and 
Laren on the family homestead. Our subject acquired bis education in the 
country schools and finished school with an attendance upon the Kansas Nor- 
Taal college at Fort Scott. Tle had in view the profession of teaching but he 
went into the mines of the lead and zine country of Missouri in the spring of 
1892, thinking to find a better opportunity than the school-room, but an ex- 
petience at hard labor a few months convinced him that it was not miming that 
he was looking for, In the autumn of the same year he returned home and 
taught his first term of eehool. He farmed and taught, by times, while he 
was reading law and pursued the latter eteadily and eystemutically till his 
admission to the bvr tm Mav 1897. Te read in the office of Kirkpatrick aud 
with Kirkpatrick and Willets and June 3, after admission, he opened an offlve 
in Neodesha and was engaged in practice at that point till his removal to Vre- 
donia to take the office of county attorney. 

Mr, Mikesell is one of the “young crowd” of Republicans. He began his 
carcer asa public sergant in the olfiee of clerk of Neodesha township. He was 
next appointed eity treasurer of Neodesha in the spring of 1899 and filled the 
office until Jannary. 1901. when he resigned to take the office of county at- 
lorney to whieh he wns elected m November, 1900. As an official he ts 
ficient and painstaking. attending to the public business as he would his pri- 
vate affairs, 

January 18, 1899, Mr. Mikesell was anited in marriage with Alice Brown- 
ing, a danglter of V. T.. and Nancy J. Browning, natives of Illinois, and resi- 
dents of Cherokee county, Kansas. Ralph Ellison is the issue resulting from 
this union; a son two years old. Mr. and Mrs. Mikesell hold membership in 
the M. FB. chareh and he is a Blue Loalge Mason. 





JOHN KNAUS The snbject of this sketch is the post anaster at Bene- 
diet, Wileon county, publishes the “Benedict Oourier® and one of the justices 
justices of the peace of the township of Guilford, We is an Ohioan, born in 
Mercer county, Octoher 22. 1844. His parents were George L. and Isabel 
(Scott) Knaus, also Ohio people, the former born in Tuscarawas county, and 
the latter in Jackson county. The parente moved to Mercer county where they 
resided till 1870 when they came to Wilson county, Kansas, where the father 
honght and entered land in Clifton township. He improved a good farm— 
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still the property of the family—and died in 1889 at seventy-five years of age. 
His wife died tour years later at seventy-one years of agu. ‘Chey were the 
parents of eight children of whom six survive and all of whoni were at one time 
ciazene of Wilson county, and were members of the Christian church. 

 dohn Knans’ boyhood and youth were passed in the country and his edu- 
tainonal privileges were of the rural surt. He was fond of study and did much 
of it at home supplementary to the general work of education. He tanght his 
first sehiool to L868 mad continued the werk, as a matter of expediency, 
during the winter months up into I876 being lieansed in Mercer county, Ohio, 
Jay county, Indiana, and in Wilson county, Kansas. From 1876 to 1886 he 
was €ngared, in the mutin, at farming and the latter year he located on the 
Benediel townsite where he wae the first man on the townsite to do business, 
beng agent for the Arkansas Town and Land company, representing the A. T. 
and St. Fe Ry., in May of that year he continued one of the most active of the 
town’s basiess men. He opened the firet hotel in the town and was its pro- 
prietur till 1900, covering a period of some fourteen vyoars, and ull the time 
since the birth of the town hy hag sustained his counection with the farm, He 
towl charge of the Benedict poetoflies in December, 1897, and was reappointed 
four years later. In 1888 he embarked in the livery busimess here and has 
dumonestrated hia ability to give this, as well as his other interests, the attention 
Hecessuty to male th thrive, 

May 3, 1868, Mr. Kans was married to Miss Alice Smith, born at Ft. 
Recovery, Ohio, and a daughter of Joseph and Mary Sinith, now retired resi- 
dente of Chanute, Kansas. As a result of this marriage two children have 
bum born, vise Sidney, who has charge of his father’s livery business, is mar- 
riel to Carrie Orendorff and has one child, Linwood; and F. BE, M. Pearle, wife 
of M. 7. Davis,( of Benedict, » farmer und « liardware and implement dealer. 
Mrs. Davis has one child, Lewis C, 

In closing this brief articly it is not unfitting to set forth the relations of 
Mr. Knaus to the public and his community as « citizen, First of all, his 
deportment in all travsactions, business and aecwl, has demonstrated hin bo 
he aman, The puople of Wilsen county have had anple opportunity to sludy 
him and observe his sets and no word of suspicion coneerning him has escaped 
the lips of this eritical audience. His public acts as justice of the peace and 
as postnuster have merited the wnstinted praise of his constituents and patrons, 
and tie business sagacily has ranked him among the capable and eompetent 
men of Benedict. Tle and his estunable wife are active members of the Metho- 
dist church, af which she is one of the bouwrd of stewards, 





ROBERT 0. GRAHAM—Among the men who have the destiny of Al- 
toona at stake and one who has lived on its townsite since 1874, except the years 
he was absent on railroad work, is Robert O. Graham, real estate, insurance 
and loan agent. He was born in Lawrence conaty, Pennsylvania, November 
28, 1848, and is a son of Robert and Margaret W. (Milligan) Graham, The 
mother was of Irish birth and Scotch-Irish blood and came to the United 
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States with hor paronts at about four years of age, The father was born near 
Chillicothe, Ohio, in December, 1803, and was bonnd to a blacksmith as an 
apprentice for fourteen years. De worked out half his time and then secured 
his relense, following blacksmithing and wood-working for over sixty years. 
If» was a man of practical ideas, obtnined in the self-made channel, and he 
and his wife were aniong the initial inembers of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
chureh. He died in 1893. 

Robert O, Graham is the eighth of nine children in his father’s family. 
The suryivers are four in number, as follows: Sarali A., widow of William 
Kerr, of Le Roy, Kansas: David K., whe served io both the 43rd and 85th 
regiments of Indiana volunteers in the Civil war, the Grahams having moved 
Into Tndiana in 1856: Lucinda, widow of Judge Charles Stoeltzing, of Coffey 
county, Nunsas; and Robert O. 

Our subject was educated in the Waveland Collegiate institute in Mont- 
gomery county, Indiana, und was classed as a farmer so long us he remained 
at home. In 1870 he cume to Kansas und located in Coffey county where he 
became deputy county treasurer with little delay and served as auch till some 
lime m 1874, Thies year he cust bie lot with Altoona, ae above stated. 
He engaged iv the steck-feeding and stoek-shipping business for the next 
four years, dropping if when lw took the agency for the M. K. & T. Ry. at 
Leroy etation. He went to Jonetion city trom Leroy and remained four years 
m the anme capacity, for both the M. K. & T. and the Union Pacific roads. In 
1880 he returned to Altoona and at once engaged in his present busimess. He 
owne, among his other property, a small farm near town which he cultivates 
(iring bis leisnre and at the same time enjoys a change of occupation, He has 
heen @loeted justice of the peace four terms and has served as police judge us 
often. He is serving a fifth (four year term) as notary public in Kansas. 

November 15, 1882, Mr, Graham was married to Miss Alice Hightfell, of 
Illinois birth, and a daughter of Henry C. HightellL Two children are the 
resilt of this union, vie: Grace D., and Clancie- 

Mr. Grahain takes warm interest in the local work in hit community. In 
politics he is an outspoken Republican, casting his first presidential vote for 
U.S. Grant. and has followed down the line of Republican nominees to and in- 
eluding the year 1900, As a citizen he is classed among the best of the county 
of Wilson and such enterprises as promise good to his community receive his 
cordial and substantial support. 


a 


CHARLES L. MORTON—The eubject of this brief notice hus been 
identified with the last twenty-two years of this history-making period of Wil- 
son county and Ins prominent connection with its public and private affairs 
rendere him a character eminently appropriate for extended mention in a 
volume of this import. His advent to the county dates from February, 188%, 
and to the state from March, 1880, when he located temporarily in Indepen- 
dence, Montgomery county, whence, two years later, he established his perma- 
nent residence with the settlers of Wilson county. 
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Charles L. Morton comes of New England blood, his futher, Balph L. 
Morton being born near Middlebury, Vermont, in 1802. Jn 1823 he moved w 
. New York state and there married Susanna J. Ralston. Te continued to reside 
in Cyitarayuas county, New York, tifl 1843, when he took his family to Michi- 
gan, Ineatmg in Cass county where he died in 1865 and where his wife passed 
away in Jumuary, 1888. Their children were: Curoline, deceased wife of 
David Quay; Samantha, of Constantine, Michigan; Mary .I., who died at 
Marr's Hill, Alabama; Hariet L., wife of Philip Potter, of Peoria, Illinois; 
Fernando C,, of Cass county, Michigan; Charles L,, of this mention; and Julia 
E., who married Sylvester Van Buren, of Cass county, Michigan. Our subject 
grew up in the wooded country of Michigan where making rails and burning 
brush constituted the youthful employment of the farmers son, He acquired 
a fair lucation in the country school and when twenty years of age he enlisted 
—August 11, I862—1n Company I, 4th Michigan cavalry in command of Col. 
R. H. G. Minty, This regiment was made a part of the army of the Cumber- 
land and while m pursuit of Bragg’s army out of Kentueky our subject re- 
eived a wound on the Knee from the kick of a liorse which sent him to the 
hospital for a period of six months. ihe injury never healed and in March, 
1864, he decided to submit to the amputation as his health was being impaired 
by the diseased limb, When able to assume his station among the young men 
of his country and take wp the affairs of life, in further preparation therefor 
he took a commercial course in the business college at Albion, Michigan. In 
November, 1866, he was elected clerk of Cass county and was five times. re- 
elected, serving in all a period of twelye years. The two years succeeding his 
retirement [rom office he spent in making preparation for his ultimate de- 
parture from the state, We decided to come to Kansas and engage in the sheep 
business anh brought two cars of the latter with him when he actually came 
On reaching Wilson county he chose a Incation in Newark township where he 
maintained his residence till Noyember, 1885, when he was elected register of 
deeds of the county and soon thereafter took up his residence in Fredoma 
where it las since been maintained. 


Retiring from offiew in January, 1890, Mr. Morton became cashier of the 
Stite bank of Fredonia, in which institution he was one of the heavy stock- 
holders. In January, 1893, he was eleated ile president in which position he 
now serves. The State bank of Fredonia firmly established npon a sound 
busis and its a fuirs are xo conducted as to merit the confidence and good will of 
patrons everywhere. Tt 13 officered by tried and suecessful business men whose 
personal worth udds preetize to the bank and whose capital is, ench, the creation 
of his own hand, Upvo the president does not devolve the active conduct of 
the bunk, he acting, tn recent years, in more of an advisory capacity and yet 
maintaining a responsible attitude toward the stockholders of the institution, 

In February, 1870 Mr. Morton married, in Cass county, Michigan, 
Janette, a daughter of Capt. Joseph Harper. February 25 .1570, his wife 
died and on December 4, 1881, he married Ella M. Bangham. Two children 
were born of the second marringe—his only issue; they are Mary M., born 1583, 
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is a member of the Fredonia High school class of 1902, and Jessie L., born 
1884. 

In political affiliations Mr, Murton is a Republican, He voted that ticket 
in 1864 and has been’ pleased to add his voice and vote to the strengthening of 
the couse which has awakened the sleeping industrics of the country on more 
than one occasion. He has been honored by his party and has served it und 
the pubhe in a manner highly creditable to himself and gratifying to his con- 
stituency. tle is a Kmght of Pythius, an Odd Fellow and a member pf the 
Grand Army of the Republic, 


GEORGI DENNEY—Thirty-two years of incessant and continuous 
activity on a Kansas farm marks the record of George Denney, of Benedict. 
He came to Wilson county as a pioneer of the prairies of Pleasant Valley, enter- 
ed the northwest quarter of section 4, township 28, range Lb, and converted it 
info a modern homestead with its arva increased by one-half itself, with a 
pomtments approaching those of the east—the pride and glory of his earthly 
achievements, 

March 1, 1870, the subject of this article hecame a permanent settler in 
Wilson county. Te was from the rather congested region of north Missouri 
whore land was lugh for the poor man and where opportunitic: were not open 
to the ambitious totler as they were on the unsettled plains of Kangas. The 
accomplishment of his ambition was, from the start, his aim and not until 
early in 1902 did he find himself at the end of the long and rugged climb to 
flnaneial independence and semi-retirement. The passing of future years, till 
death shall overtake him, finds lim a respected and worthy resident of Bene- 
diet, in the enjoyment of his large and honorable family. Two wagons, with 
two yoke of cattle and 9 team of horses, towether with his personal effects, con- 
stituted his visible resources when Mr, Denney came to Kansas. He set out 
on hie journed hither trom Nodaway eounty, Missouri. He had lived in that 
and Andrew county near the village of Barnard, sinee boyhood, for his father 
located there in the year 1840, He was born in Delaware county, Ohio, May 
12, 1857, and is a son of Philip Denney, born somewhere in the state of Penn- 
sylvanin about 1792 and who tied about 1847 in Missouri, The latter passed 
lils life as a farmer and was married to Temperance Bassett who died in 1879 
at the age of sixly years also iu Missouri. Their children were; James F,, 
who went te California in 1849 and there died: Robert, who died in the sume 
state—both brothers dying without issue; Sarah A.. who married leaac Hal- 
linbael; Mary. deceased, who beéame the wife of William Scott; Maria, of Loe 
Angeles, California, whose first husband was William Allison, whose second 
wis a Mr. Jackman, und whose last is a Mr. Shiverman; George, our subject ; 
and Joseph L., of Montana, , 

George Denney came to manhood’s estate on a Missouri farm where school 
privileges were few. He learned to read and write and has, by experience, 
jearned to transact the ordinary affairs of business with accuracy and reliability. 
In 1863 he enlisted in the Missouri state militia and served for two years. He 
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entered the volunteer service of the United States next—on February 22, 1865 
—joining Conipany C, Jet Missouri infantry under Col, Moore. His regiment 
was ordered to Cape Girardeau where Company C was placed on provo guard 
duty und served there and ut St. Lows till the news of the surrender of Lee 
came, When the regiment was ordered again to St, Louis and there mustered 
ont of the service August 31, 1804. 

October 19, 1859, Mr. Denney wae married to Julia Pennington, a 
daughter of James Pennington, who went into Missouri from the state of Ten- 
neasee, ad married Susan Wilson and heeame the father of eight daughters 
anid three sons, viz: Wilham, af Jewell county, Kanzas; Thomas, of Colorado; 
Telitha, wife of Rev C. W. Tharp, of Maryville, Missouri; Mre. George Denney, 
horn i) 1842: Clementine, wife of Stanfield Connor, of Montana; Naney, 
wiflow o£ Barton Miller, residing in Arkansas; James, of Leayenworth county, 
Kansas :Sarah, who married Ben Roberts and resides in Jewell county, Kan- 
suk; Mary, wife of George Roberts, of Leavenworth county, Kansas; Jennie, 
whe married Ales, Judy, of Jewell county, Kansas: and Roxie, wife of James 
(rraves, of Snnth county, Kansas. 

Mr. and Mrs, Denney'’s children are: Jolm. who is married to Sarah 
Klizaheth Ingle and lives in Wilson county; Mary, wife of Charles Morland, 
of Los Angeles, California: Susan, who died in 1900, was the wife of Clark 
Ingle; James of Jasper county, Missouri, married Emma Jolmson; Emma, 
wile of Frank Trinty, of Benedict: Thomas, of Wilson county, married 
Catherine Tarter: Ailsy, mow Mrs. DD. W, Barnes. of Webb City, Miszourt; 
Sadie, wife of Bert Mitchell, of Wilson county; Frank, who married Ada 
Chaftin and resides in Oklahoma: and Etta, wife of Otis Mitchell, of Wilson 
county, Kansas. 

Mrs. Denney wae born in Platte county, Missouri, and of the eleven 
children of her father’s family all survive and the youngest ts forty-three and 
the oldest sixty-five years old, On her mother’s side her people are long-lived 
and are noted for their yigor and vitality, Mr, and Mrs. Pennington went 
inlo Platte county, Missouri, about I83S, and resided there and in Nodaway 
vwunty, thac state, till their deaths. 

In political relations to Wilson county Mr. Denney has sustained that 
ul a sound, straight Republican, He has ne affinity for or sympathy with 
anything that smacks of political fusion m any form, or with any of the isms 
which oppose the real American way of doing thinge and he never fails to in- 
dictate that Tact with his ballot at every general clection in state and nation. 
Tle is a member of Atlanta Post Grand Army of the Republic at Rest, Kansas, 





8. 8. KIRK PATRICK—The ancestors of the subject of this sketch who 
were Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, immigrated to this country more than a cen- 
tury and a hall ago and settled in North Carolina. There his paternal grand- 
father, Edward Kirkpatrick, was born and migrated thence about the close nf 
the Revolutionary war to West Tennessee, settling near Jonesboro. After some 
vears’ residence there he moved to southern Illinois where he was aleo a pioneer 
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aml died well advanced in uge. Among his descendents he left 4 eon, John F., 
who was born in East Tennesses, reared mainly in Tinois and there marriad 
Hester A. Dial, who was also a native of Hast Tennessee, with whom he settled 
ort & farm in Franklin county, Illinois, ane there puesed his life, dying in 1867 
at the age of iifty-six, his wife surviving him many years, dying in Wileon 
county, Kansas, in 1901, aged eighty-four years. They had issue four sons and 
five danghters, the fourth of whom is age was S. 8. Kirkpatrick, the woil- 
known lewyer of Fredonia. 

8. 8. Kirkpatrick was born in Franklin county, Ulinois, February 21, 
1848, was reared in that county; entered the union army from there in 1864, 
enlisting in the 134th [limos volunteer infantry with which he served six 
monthe when, the term of his enlistment having expired, he re-enlisted in the 
Twentieth Ulinois cavalry which, however, filled before he roachod 
the place of rendesvous ane he reeruited for the 64rd, in which his two older 
brothers, William A. and Renben D., were soldiers but before he reached the 
sound Of hosmuties the war closed, 

After the wor Mr. Kirkpatrick cngaged in the mercantile business at 
Duquoin, Ilinoix, for two years, when he attended law lectures at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, and returning to Illinois was admitted to the bar before the Supreme 
Court at Mt. Vernon June 30, 1868; located for the practice at Cairo and was 
muagerd at it there till he came to Kansas, September, 1873, and located at 
Fredonia. He has been engaged in the practice of his profession at that place 
since, being in point of residence ine of the oldest lawyers at the Wilson county 
bar and one of the oldest in the Seventh Judicial district. 

In 1880 My. Kirkpatrick was elected attorney of Wilson county and held 
that office one term. In 1888 he was elected to the state senate and represented 
his district (Neosho and Wilson counties) one term, In 1892 he was nomi- 
nated by acclamation by the Rewublicans of the Third Congressional district 
for congress but was defeated by E. R. Ridgley: was nominated in 1894 hy 
acclanution and elected, defeating J. 'T, Botkin, and served as a member of the 
fifty-fourth congress, was nominated again in 1896 but was defeated by Ridgley, 
sinee Which time he has not been an aspirant for public office, 

Mr. Kirkpatrick is a prominent and suecessfal lawyer, a popular and 

widely Inown public man, and his seryiees, professional and political, are in 
ereat demand. He possesses a good, clear legal mind and forensic gifts above 
the average, As a popular orator he never fails to arouse enthusiasm. He is 
a staunch Republican and has been through all the mutations of Kansas 
oliO.e8. 
Deeembur 25, 1866, Mr. Kirkpatrick married Miss Rose H, Bowen of Vin- 
eunnes, Indiana. who accompanied him to Kansas, bore him a faithful and af- 
furtionate companionship through the struggles of his early years, and diod at 
Fredonia February, 1887, ‘Uhe sisue of this marriage was one daughter, Hlsie, 
now Mrs. W. F. MeGill. of Oldahoma City, and four sons, Otto, in railroad 
hucinese in Colorado; Mark. chief surveyor of townsites for the Choctaw Na- 
tion; Byron, a volunteer in the Spanish-American war, Troop L, let Texas 
cavalry, and Hobert, in the railway service in Oklahoma, In April, 1885, Mr. 
Kirkpatrick married Mrs. Adell Oakford Buker, of Chicago, Ilinois. 
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DANIEL, BOONK LUDWICK—On the 22nd day of June, 1868, there 
came a soldier settler to the banks of the Verdigris river in what is now Webster 
township, Wilson county, and bought the cluin of Willam K, Horton, a tract 
containing fow of the evidences of existence thereon of Civiliged life, This 
settler was below the age of thirty. was wiry und active und fall of purpose and 
his ambition, doubtless, to do what he has done—euceeed. His resources were 
plick, energy. a good constitubon and some cash and with these the elements 
and the resistances of nature were finally overcome, A ian of good and yir- 
tuots intentions, with a fond of practien! information and with a wenlth of 
experience wiined in the survice of hiv country our reader will recognize in the 
subject of this article, Boone Ladwick, the farmer-tonriet of Wilsan county. 

The wild tract that Mr. Ludwiek purchneed and the eighty which he 
immediately entured formned a querter in section 26, township 27. range 14, 
and was the nugleas about which clustered all his iuterests and in which were 
ceuterel the tmeenqiorable sinbitiang ef those onrly years, His first residence, 
a 12x16 frame with fireplace, housed him and his brave companion and furnish- 
ed them with ehelter for aix vears when it yielded toa stractare of more modern 
und prosperous times. Plowing and cleartig and grabbing und fencing took 
from this voung farmer all his spare time and when he had his two hundred 
und ninety vores of fertile bottant land covered with roxidence and barn and 
orchard and fleld the wire-edge of his early ambition had been fuirly taken off, 
huh it was the least af dis Choughte to sit duwn in the midst of his aecumula- 
hioné to ine enjoyment of a mere animal existence. While he had stuck closely 
to his farm and devoted his best energies Lo its inaprovement his interest had 
gone oul into the world beyond eoncerning which he had through the medium 
ol booke, periodicals and papers kept well mformed and mnch of which he later 
saw, and shiwied with intelligent interest. 

Mr. Ludwick was born iW Montgomery county, Illinois, March 31, 1839, 
His father, Daniel F. Wudwick, was born near Gold Hill. North Carolina, 
erew up there and was married in Cubarras county to Nancy Cress, a native of 
North Carolina, In 1831 this young couple moved to Montgomery county, 
Hingis where they veared their family of ten children, namely: Martin A,, 
Clark and Hichard, who died in Ulinoie; Gilbert, who was a soldier in the 117th 
Illinois volunteer infuntry, resides at Panu, TLinois; Peter, who died on the 
huttle field at Mobile, Alabama: Henry M.. of Montgomery county, Ilinois; 
Klizaheth. wife of James Burke of the same eounty; Naney J., deceased, and 
Daniel Boone, of this notice. 

D. B. Ludwick was brought up in the country and acquired a fair know- 
ledew of the English branches of the typical schools in lis time. He was but 
little more than past hie majerity when he responded to his country’s call 
for troops to put down the threatened rebellion and enlisted in Company H, 
Oth Illinois infantry, in April, 1801. This three months’ enlistment was passed 
near Cairo, Tlineis, and when he re-wnlistedd it was in Company EF, 1st Llinots 
pyvalry. This regiment served only six months when it was mustered out and 
joined the 70th Tllinnis, three months troops. and our subject was on guard 
at Viekshurg in the general exchange of prisoners in the fall of 1862. He was 
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mustered wut for the third time in Octahor, 1862, and, bemg determined to 
reach the seat of actual hostilities he joined the 4rd Illinois cavalry the same 
year and was sent with his regiment to Vicksburg bo aid Gen, Grant in the 
slege and dvapture of that city. fle was in the engagement at Chickasaw 
Bayou and at Arkansas Past, before the final closing—in act at Viekeburg, and 
wus present and toole part in the great military events which preceded the 
city’s capitulation, After the fall of the Confederate stronghold on. the Miz- 
sissippi Mr Taidwick’s command was vent muider Gen. Sherman to drive the 
Confederate leader, Gen, Johnson, out of Jackson and on east to Brandon 
Station. Iteturning to Vicksburg the 3rd was a part of the command which 
crossed to the west side of the river umd was sent under Gen, Steele into Ar- 
kansas te form a junelion with Gen. Banks. The battle of Littl: Roek and 
the Camden Rock raid took place before the foree returned to Vicksburg. ‘lhe 
force of Gen. Steele was placed in a most eritical position on this expedition, 
He was between the two Confedurate armies and was pressed hard. ‘The fresh 
troops of Gen, Price came up daring the night at Saline river and the Confed- 
erates felt thal all they had dodo in the morning was to go and bring in Steele’s 
army. The latter was entrenched in a goud position and when the confident 
rebel horde crossed the open in their attack the Yankies were there to weleome 
then. Onee, twice, and even three times they ealled on the boys in blue before 
they were eonyineed of the impossibility of their task. Jf was slanghter pen 
bot the Felerals had to win or go te Andersonville, and they won. The regi- 
ent wae sent back ta Memphis to be reorganized and while in that locality a 
part of Mr, Ludwick’s company was taken prisoners August 21, 1864, himaclt 
amiong the nurnber, They were marched to Cahoho, Alabama, thence to Macen, 
Georgia, and finally to Andersonville, where he was incarcerated one month 
and twenty-seven days. Mr. Ludwick’s exchange was offected after eight 
wonths a prisuner of war, He wae twice wounded, but neither time dangerous, 
and his frequent enlistinents prevented his veleranizing, bat he saw and tasted 
all ite varied experiences, 

Mr. Ludwick took up civil life after the war ae a wage-worker by the 
month. He spent a year at Independence and Arlington, Missouri, where he 
followed teaming. Hlis experienve wp to this time had equipped him well for a 
life near the frontier and he soon came to Kansas. Bub in the meantime he 
returned to Hlinois, March 2, 1869, and married Frances Sophia Clotfelter, 
a daughter of Amor L, Clotfelter. and the two passed over the “ups and downs” 
af the carly years in Kansas with experiences practically parallel with every 
other early settler, 

Mrs, Ludwick was born May 23, 1839, and her mother was May Clotfelter, 
hot of no blood relation te Wer hushand, A. L. Clotfelter. Jacob Clotfelter, the 
paternal grandfather of Myre, Ludwick, was of German birth, The children 
of Amos L. Clotfelter and wife were: George aod Willinm, of [lingis; Alice, 
who died in Guild Hall, Vermont, the wife of Edward Stevens; Amos HL, of 
Hillsboro. Ulinois; Mrs. Addie Williams, of Fredonia, Kansas; Singleton, de- 
eoueed ; aid Mes. Ladbwicl, 
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While Mr, and Mrs, Ludwiek have passed their lives in industry on the 
farm, neverthelces, they have seen and enjiyed much else besides. They are 
Wwlievers in spending their woney in intellectual improvement—reading anil 
travel, Some twenty years ago they went on their initial journey and they 
have threaded the continent from center to east Many times and from center 
to west until the chief cities are almost as familiar to them as household words. 
They have attend the Knight> vemplar eonclaves at St. Louis, Washington, 
Db. C,, Boston and Denver: visited the “World's Pairs” at Chicago, Omaha, 
and Bulfalo; up inte Canada. over into New England and twice to the tomb 
of Washington af Mt, Vernon, They have pieked up relies and curios on thee 
various trips and exchanged cards with people from almost everywhere 10 
Kurope and America. ‘They have m this way met and seen many prominent 
and distingnisheut personages of many countries and thos added aest and in- 
terest to the accomplishment of travel. - 

Mr, Ludwick nas bwen devoid of ambition for political preferment, He is 
a republican descended from old Whig stock and has served his township ae its 
treasurer. He belongs to Sandy Valley Post No. 187, G. A. R., and to Ab Del 
Kader Commandery Knight Twmplar, Fredonia, Kansas. 








GEORGE BEST—The community of Verdigris township, Wilson county, 
hus known the subject of thie sketch well and favorably for the past thirty-two 
years. He is a farmer of the settlement era of 1870 ana, with the exception of 
a few years spent in western Nebraska, has known no other home but Kansas 
since that date. In January of the year mentioned aboye he came to Wilson 
county and soon thereafter entered land in sections 20 and 30, township 27, 
range 14, the same being one and one-half miles soath of Coyville. Upon this 
furm has twenty-eight years of his active life been passed, From 1887 to 1891, 
he was absent from the county and a resident of Nebraska, as above mentioned, 
but in the iatter year circumstances ruled his permanent return, 

Mr. Best was born near Aanesville. Ohio, October 9, 1837, Le was a son 
of William Best and a yrand son of George Best, the latter being a settler about 
the village of Zanesville directly upow his arrival from his birthplace in [re- 
land. He helped Woild the National pike from Columbus to Zanesville, im- 
proved a farm in Muskingom county and reared a large family there. He was 
horn in County Armaugh, Ireland, wud was married there to Miss Kelley whose 
father was an Irieh patriot who, on one vecasion, defied one of the lords of 
the realm, who ordered the flag of the Orangeman taken down from his house, 
by drawing his sword anc declaring that the head would come off the first 
man that attempted te dicturb “that fag.’ The children of George Best were: 
Valentine, William, father of our subject; Robert, of Lyon county, Kansas; 
James, who died in the latter county; Walter, who left a family in Lyon county ; 
Richard und Joseph, who reside near Admire, Kansas; Isabel, deceased wife of 
Richard Pearce, of Cherokee county, Nansas; Sarah, who died in Lyon county, 
was the wif of Joseph Ovleeby, and Ehzabeth, deceased wife of John Bogle, of 
Morgan county, Indiana. 
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William Best, second son of George Best, was murried to Lydia Longshore, 
a daughter of Amos Longshore, a Pennsylvania farmer in his origin. The issue 
of the marriage of Amos Longshore, were; ‘Thomas, of Bourbon eounty, Kan- 
#08; Amos and Emanuel, deceased; Mrs. William Best and Sarah, who married 
Harrison Smith. William Beet was born in Muskingum eounty, Ohio, about 
1802, fis futher moved to Morgan county, Indiana about 1545 and in 1897 
Willium died, His children were: Sarah, of Morgan county, Indiana, i the 
wile of Matthew Monical: George, the subject of this review; Thomas, of Lyon 
vounty, Wansne; Josephine, decesed, in the same county, wae married t 
Sidney Putnam. By his second wile, Anna Bond, whom William Best married, 
there were the following children: James, who died in Lyon county; Harriet, 
wife of Fred Stout, died in Morgan county, Indiana; Vanentine, who resides 
in the state of Washington ; Lloyd, of Loa Angeles, California; Emma, wife of 
William McClelland, of Morgan county, Indiana. Bulah Bond, a eister of 
William Best's second wife, became lis third wife and their children were: 
Albert, of Oklahoma; Frank, of Hendricks county, Indiana; Myrtle und Cora, 
who live at Indianapolis, Indiann. 

George Bert. our subject, spent his boyhood and youth in lis native place 
and in Morgan county. Indiana, He acquired a common school training near 
the town of Martinsville and was reared to the work of the farm. He married 
Esther J. Wilson in 1848, She wae the only child of John Wilson, an Irish- 
tun, by his first wife Mrs. Best. lived the companion and helpmate of her 
husbancl till December 19, 1886, when she died at the age of fifty-one years, ten 
inenths and three days. Mr, Best wae engaged peacefully and quietly in hia 
favorite calling when the Civil war came on, Being all along through the 
political controversy leading wp to the immediate outbreak, in sympathy with 
the eause of the Union, he enlisted, in August, 1861, in Company A, 33rd In- 
dinna yolunteer infantry. Jolin Colurn colonel of the regiment. The regi- 
ment served in the armies of the Tennessee and Cumberland and was in the 
battles of Wildcat, Kentucky: Thompson’s Station, or Spring Hill, Tennessee. 
At the latter place the reginient was captured, taken to Libby prison but soon 
exchanged at City Point. Mr, Best then returned home and while there he 
attended the historival convention at Indianapolis which it was the intention of 
the Secessionists and Bulteriiats to capture and which resulted in the ‘battle 
of Pogne’s Run. ‘The 34rd entered the service again, rendezyvousing at Camp 
Morton. Jt was there reurmed and taken seuth into the heart of the Confed- 
eracy. Mr. Best was detached from hig command at Chattanooga but rejoined 
it at Peachtree Creek. on the Atlanta campaign and became “one of Shermans 
lost foravers.” He was in all the service from Atlanta to Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina, where Johnston surrendered and the war ended. As he returned north he 
missed through Richmond, and stw old “Libby,* the hastile where he waz a 
guest foe a month. Be took part in the grand review at Washington and went 
from there to Lonigville, Kentucky, to be mustered out, and discharged from 
the service. He veturanized at Christian, Tennessee, and did duty as a soldier 
four vears lacking twenty-five diye. 
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The war over and the pursuils of peace being the order of the day Mr. 
Best purchased 9 farnin near Martinsville and remained in the state, as a modest 
rebuilder of her fortunes, till the year 1869 when, in August, he came out to 
Kansas and settled temporarily in Lyon county. The following February he 
started out on what proyed to be lis trip to Wilson county, coming down 
through “Martas Des Cygne country” and reaching his present location with- 
aut special ineident or interference, 

Reewrring to Mr. Geet’s family, his children are: Alice, whe died young; 
Sarah Ellen, whe died as the wile of Daniel Winter: John M., who married 
Mary Elmore und died leaving two children; William Edgar, of Texas county, 
Missouri: Thomas 6. of “KY county, Oklahoma: Elmer M., of the same ter- 
ritory; Mlora M. who married Harnest Scott, of Len county, Kansas; Charles 
B.. who dinl young Mohert ;W., of Lyon county, Kansas; Mattic B., deceased 
wife of Ed, Raker, under the parental roof, 

April 22, 1894. Mr. Best married Mariel MeCartney, a daughter of 
Hiram A. and Martha (Martindale) MeCartney, DD. 8S.) Mr MeCartney 
graduated fron a Cincinnati school af dentistry and practived for a number 
of years. His father was a tanner and served with Gen. Harrison in the war 
of 1812, The latter had a Jurge family but all died rather young exeept Millie, 
wile of Dr, TL. BR. Paliner: Manervia, who married Dr. 8. Pangel: Margaret, 
wite of J. MeAfee: Alice, now Mrs. Dr. Toelunond Pann, of Blaine county, 
Oaklahoma,; andl Hiram A. William Martindale, the maternal great-yrand- 
father of Mrs, Beat, came to America from Englund before the Revolutionary 
war, settled in Ohio and frem that state went to Chili, Indiana, where he died 
ut the ave of one hundred and one veurs. Tlis only ehild was a son, James, who 
was the father of William Martindale. The Jast named married Sarah Robins 
and their children were: Jehu. Hannah, Charles, Joho, Martha, Anna, 
William, Albert und Alice. Charles and John were ministers of the Methodist 
Kpiscopal church, and of the whole family only Jehu, Martha and Anua now 
survive. 

Martha Martindale married Hiram A. McCartney io Indiana in 1861. 
They reared six children, viz: Grant, Jennie, Muriel, Nellie, Wolcot and Maud, 
Mr. MeCartney enlisted in Company F, ith Indiana imfantry during the 
eivil war and was in the siege at Vicksburg, was twice prisoner and both times 
escapwd. Ele wae promoted to a seoond Leutenaney for conspicuous bravery in 
leading his company to the capture of a rebel fort on Red river, and that with- 
nut firwig a cur. 

Mrs. Manriel Best. wife of our subjeot, attended the Western Normal 
college at Shenandoah, fowa, after leaving the common schools. She was born 
in Peru, Indiana, in 1867 and is the mother of a son, Paul, born April 10, 
18h, 

In thet politieal relations the Hests have varied little from the doetrines 
of Republicanism. Geerge, the founder of the family, wae an ardent Wing and 
as his sons matured they espoused the samo doctrines and, later, joined their 
fortunes with that of the Republican party. Our subject's first presidential 
yote was cast for a Republican candidate, as was his last one, and his influence 
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and personal support hae been given to the candidates of that faith through 
all the intervening years. He wus once a member of the board of Verdigris 
township, 


CHARLES R. CAN TRALL—The promotors of a country’s development 
fashion and form communities and determine, in a measure, not only their 
permanence ail stauility bul also the character of their population, inipertant 
rHements in the hsiness and social fabric of their domestic life. It is of con- 
sequence, then, that prometors be men of conviction and large discretion to the 
wml that their fayored lowalities be not uffllieted with pauperized, irresponsible 
and vicious class of citizens. Well known in this field of enterprise in Wilson 
county and as a gentleman whose character conforms to the requirements herein 
stated as evidenced by the quality of the work he has done is Charles R. 
Cantrall, brief! notice of whow follows. 

The old family seat of the Cantralis in America was Virginia, where they 
settled in Colonin| duye and where they lived after the manner of the planters 
of the olden times, much abeorbed with their domestic affairs and having as the 
chic! source of their diversion the peuriadieal political eontests out of whieh 
Virginia developed so many characters of state and national fame and becoming 
itsell! the center of patriotie public sentiment, Joshua Cantrall, grandfather 
of Charles R., moved from Virginia more than a hundred years ago and 
auttled in Kentucky where he lived some vears, moving thence to Chanrpaign 
county, Ohio, and later to Logan county, Tlinois, where he diwd January 1, 
1849 at the age of sixty-eight, | Zebulon Cantrall, father of Charles R., was 
born in Bourbon county, Kentucky, in 1805. and was taken in 1811 to Ohid 
where he grew up and married, March 27, 1828, Mury, daughter of James 
McLean, she being native of Champaign conuty, Ohio. In 1844 when the 
family pioneered in Ulinoie Zebulon Cantrall aettled in Logan county, that 
state. and there subsequently Lived and died. bis death ovcurring in 1861, his 
wife's in 1581 at the age of seventy-throe 

Charles R. Cantrall was the third of a fantly of five children, there being 
two brothers older than himself, Smith M., whe died in June, 1902, a farmer 
residing in Clay county, South Dakota, and Thomas D., a farmer of Wilson 
“ounty, Kansas and a brother and sister younger, Rachel, who was married Lo 
Henry C, Haughey and died in Illinois, and James, who died tn MMlinoia, 
Charles R. Cantrall was horn June 9, 1843, in Logan vounty, Dlinois, and 
obtained his education in the local schools where he grew up and at Waynes- 
ville, DeWitt county, that state. His people belonged to the farming com- 
munity, he took up farming and stock roising when he came on to assume the 
actiye duties of life and was engaged in these pureuite till his removal to 
Kansfs, 

Mr, Cantrall came to this state in April, 1886, at whieh time he settled 
in Wilson county. The year following he engaged in the real estate business 
at Fredonia, which business with its netessary adjuncts, rentals and insurance, 
he has developed into one of the important business intereste of Fredonia and 
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Wilson county, As a locator of settlers he has helped to make substantial im- 
provement in the personnel of the county’s population and materially added 
to its taxable values. 

Mr. Cantrall is @ proininent Republican and has served as secretary of 
the central committee of the Third congressional district and also as secretary 
of the county Repabhean committee m which capacities he has contributed to 
the success of his party.. He was elected] mayor of Fredonia in 1895 and again 
m 196, serving two terms, He is a zealous Mason, being a inember of the 
Blue lodge, Chapter and Commandery, wae a charter member of the local 
lodges of the Modern Woodmen and of the A. O. U, W. im Fredonia and is an 
tlder of the Presbyterian cliurch of the sume place. 

Devember 17, 1875, Mr. Cantrall married Miss Aliew MeCrary, « daughter 
of Logan and Susan Me(rary of Waynesville, Ulinois, and the issue of this 
iNion has bewn two suns and two daughters: Carrie F., Frank D.. Walter C. 


and Nettie F, 


VF. M. WILEY, M. D.—As another representative of the ancient and hon- 
orable profession of medisine and sucuessor to Bartlett, Wellman, Birney, 
Perkins and Willits just mentioned we present the name of F. M. Wiley, now 
in pee of active practice one of the senior resident members of the profession 
in Fredonia. Dr. Wiley needs no introduction to the people of Wilson county 
at the hands of the publisher of this work so far as this day und generation 
are concerned, for he has live) among them since early boyhood and his name, 
fave, life and character xre ue familiar to thew as ure those of any man in the 
connty. The following fuels concerning hum are simply inserted in thie place 
to make a full list of thoes whe have practiced the healing art in Wilson county 
aimee ite organization. 

It ie thirty-two vears now since James Wiley, father of Frank ML, dropped 
down on the prairies of Wilson county near the present town of Buffalo and 
hogan his part of the lubor of homebuilding and general development. The 
son was they 4 lad of fourteen and among his firet and most lasting impressions 
of Kansas are the labors and privations of those eurly davs. The family came 
from Newark, Licking county, Ohio, where the doctor’ grandfather, John 
Wiley, pioneered three-quarters of a century ago. Dr, Wiley’s father ond 
crandfather were both natives of England, born in Yorkshire. the former 
August 6, 1819. ‘The grandfather died in Licking county, Ohio about 1835 
well advanced in years, the father in Wilson county, Kaneas, February 14, 
1900. ‘To complete the statement of the family history as a matter of refer- 
ened before making more particular mention of the eubject of this sketeh it 
may be noted : That James Wiley wae three tines marriod and raised a family 
ef ten children. Hie firet wife was Alvira Riley whom he married in Licking 
county, Ohio, and che bore him two sons and one daughter, John A, Wiley, now 
living in North Georgia not far from Chattanooga, Tennessee: Jones R, Wiley, 
who died in Wilson county, Kansas; and Hmina. now Mrs. R. H. Lyman, of 
Tes Moines, Towa. His second wife, whome he also married in Licking county, 
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Ohio, wis Sarah A, Holden, a daughter of Mahlon and Jane Holden and a 
native of Olyie. She died tn 1875 shortly after the family moved to Wilson 
county, The issue of this anion new living are two sons and two daughters, 
Annette, wife of J.D, Allen, of Fredonia, Nansas; Prank M., of this article, 
Jessie A., wife of W, D, Christman. of Fredonia, and Herbert J, of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, For his third wife James Wiley took Mrs. Jane Clem, of 
Neosho county, Kansas, and the offspring of this marriage was Pan) and 
Walter, twins, of Fredonia: Bertha, wife of Frank Dennis, of Lliff, Colorado, 
and Miss Marvy Wiley of Fredenia, © 

Frank M. Wiley was born in Newark, Ohio, Augnst 8, 1855, and for 
three years after his lumily settled in Wilson county, Kansas (1870 to 1873) 
he lent his assistance in the task of Opening a farm and establishing a home- 
sfead on the prairies of Clifton township, Hy then returned to Obie and took 
an academic course in East Park Place Academy at Columbus and afterward. 
studied medicine under Dr. John M. Wheaton and attended for three yeare 
the Starling medical college of the same place, graduating from the latter in- 
stitution in 1877. 

That year Dr. Wiley located in Fredonia and began the practice of his 
profession where he has heen steadily engaged at it since, His career has been 
a strictly professional one and he is in the fullest and best sense of the term 
a family physician. With watural qualifications for his profession and a 
love for its work he pursties it earnestly and with more than average success. 
Kxaoting as ifs claims are, however, and as faithfully as he attends to them, 
Dr. Wiley does not let them interfere with the discharge of his duties as a citt- 
aim of the eoummunity where he lives. He manifests a becoming interest an¢ 
pride in the eivie affairs of his home town and county and has filled a number 
of those stall offices and helped to do his share of those numerous small things 
on Which the order, good government and well being of every community de- 
pend, He has been twice mimyor of Fredonin und several times a niember of 
its cily couneil. And. as more in the line of his professidn, he is coroner +f 
Wilson county; during President Harrison’s administration, was a member of 
the board of pension examiners, and for many years has been local surgeon 
for the Missouri Pacific railway and medical exuminer for several of the 
henevolent orders. He is also a member of the Kansas Medical soviety and a 
unions wember of the Methodist chureh; snperintendent of its Sunday school, 
me & Valued contributor to the literary and social life of the community where 
he lives, 

June 28, 1882, Dr. Wiley was united in marriage with Miss Etta A. 
White, duughter of Alexander and Lodena White, who came to Kansas from 
(linots in 1872 and settled in Wilson county. Mrs. Wileys parents both died 
in Wredonia; her mother May 25, 1898; her father July 4, 1901, 

To Dr. Wiley and wife have been born four sons, Solon H., Frank M., Jr. 
Mark 0., and George D., all of whom are still living except Frank M., who 
(lied Feb, 8, 1902. 
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A. C. FLACK, M. D—Ot the great number whe enter the ranks of the 
medical profeseion if is said that one-third remain steadfast and pas down 
through life able and eneeessfyl practitioners, another third desert the pro- 
feskion for the drug tusiness, while the remainder fall by the wayside, accept- 
ing a8 a means of Hvelihood whatever chanee throws in their way and finally 
dropping inte the category of failures among the levions of the wohonored 
and unsung, All the three professions: law, medicine and theology whieh 
ufaretime absorbed the best talent of each rising generation aml which yet 
stimulate to effort many of the atabitious youth of the land, are sufficiently 
exacting in their demands, but medicine is probubly more so than the others: 
that is, where the full mengare of success iz to be achieved: for, to attain thet. 
end, the medical practitioner must possess a rare assemblage of plrysion!, 
mental. nvwral and social qualities, to say nothing of that naira) aptitude and 
inherent loye for one’s werk, without whieh great eueceas is not possible in 
anything, When, however a physician bringe to the diachurge of hie profi-- 
sionul duties such an assemblage of gifts, properly trained, and an varnust 
desire to nse the same for the good he may de, there aan be no doubt us to the 
vesmlt: there await him caey honors and wealth, besides. The truth of these 
observations ix well ihietrated in the cureer of the subject of this sketch. 


Alexander C. Flaek was born near Bast Liberty, Logan county, Ohie, May 
2, TH54. Tle comes of sniged) Seoteh antl Mnglish ancestry long domiciled on 
Irish soil, Tlis father’s parents and lis mother’s mother’s parents were bord 
in Scotland ae were probably also his father’s mother’s parcnts belng natives 
of Boglind, Those of bis antecedents in the Beotel: line were part of that d- 
yoled band of Seotel lovalists whe at the time of the invasion of their country 
in LS— sought refuge in the north of Dreland and are thus often referved to us 
Seteh-Lrish, being in the main Presbyterians in religion and the founders of 
Presbyterianism in Ameried. Selons of this old Seotel: Mroshyterian stoelk 
(ransplanted to the soil of the New World have filled a large space in the New 
World's history, ranking in there inilienee on American elviligation with the 
Pilgrim fathers, Die Hollanders of New Amsterdam and the French Mugenots 
of the Carolinus, 

Dr, Wlack’s people were of the land owning eluse of the town of Bailiebors, 
Parish of Ulster, County Cavan, Trvland, holdipy their estates in fee simple 
and tranemitting the same by the law of untuil in accordance with the ancient 
customs and usages of (he realo. Both hie parent? were members of large 
families aid the enforcement of thie law worked a great hardship on younger 
members of the family; in consequence of which, as was the ease of so many 
others similarly situated, they sought relief in the better opportunities offered 
the undowered in the New Workd, Tlie father, Thomas Flyek, born February 
14, 1818, came to'Ameriea in A+ and the doetor’s mother, whose maiden 
name of Agnes Ball, came in 1846. The father come alone, tut the mother 
came in company with her brethers and sisters, wleven in all, who settled for 
0 time in New York and seatterw) thenee thronghout the United States. five 
hrothers being volunteer soldiers in the Union army during the civil war, The 
father of this large family, Walter Bell, dial aboardship on hic way to the 
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Uirited Statue, the mother dying in the ald country. Thomas Flack and 
Agnes Bell were married in New York City in 1848 and four years later moved 
to Ohio and settled in Logan county where for nearly a half century they weve 
engayed in farming and now live in the enjoyment of a competence and in the 
confidence and esteem of the friends of a life time, 

Dr, Flack’s projenitors on both eidvs were Proshyterians, eurnest, patriotie 
people, of settled habits, even temper and remarkable for their great longevity. 
Flis tnaternal yreat-grandinother revched the age of 104 yeara; lis father is 
hale and hearty at eighty-five, and his mother in good health at severby-eix, 


Alexander C, Flack is third youngest of a family of three sons and three 
(aughters, lik brothers and sisters being William T1., a retived teacher of Bast 
Liberty, Ohin: ‘Tillie ., wife of Jerry R. Lynch of Monon, Tndiana; Lillie 
I, wife af Osear Alexander of Bellfontaine. Ohio: Orra M., a physician of 
Abia, Indiana. and Anna Belle, wife of Pearl Humphreys, of Hast Liberty, 
Ohie, Young Flack’s opportunities for acquiring an eduvation were as good 
ar those of the average country youth where he grew up. ie was u diligent 
scholar dad had made sufficient progress in his studies te take up leaching al 
the age of seventeen. teaching a number of terme in the distriet schools of hid 
wative eomnty and helping in this way te defray the expenses of bis own edu- 
cation. He attended the Holbreok National Nornial University of Lebanon. 
Ohio, erulusting m1 1881. We again engaged in teaching holding the prin 
cipalship of the high sehool ar Copley, Ohio, two vears. He then took mp the 
study of medicine. tending onder Dr J. J. Caram of Annestield, Ohio. anil 
entered the Ohio medicnl college of Cincinnati where he completed the course 
lo yrmduation in 1885. The same vewr he come to Kansas and loented ut Fre 
donia which for the past seventeen years las heen the seene of his professional 
labors and where his name hae become a household word, 

Dr, Flank early tools rank as 4 physician after settling in Wilson county 
an lis advance in his profession lias been steady and eure. When he selecter 
the practice of medicine as his life-work he did se with the fixed resolution to 
devote all his energies to it and he has religiously adhered to this purpose. THe 
is therefore known to the public only as a physician, but his standing as suels 
hoth with his elientelle and medical brethren amply repays hin for all the 
sacrifives he has made to attain it, Tis iitercet in lis profeseion extends he- 
yond the daily routine of bie praetive. He is a student and an investigator ; 
carrying on hand in hand the ardwous labors of a large general practice with 
the work of the library and laboratory. lis office, one of the handsomest ie 
Southern Kansas, is well supplied with the best literature of the profession, 
and equipped with all the must revent appliances, and judging from these 
evidenwes he seems to keep fully abreast of the tines as te new ideas and ad- 
vanced methods of trentment. Trained to the strictest observance of the 
ethics of the profession. he has never sought to attract undue notice to hitn- 
self by any of thoew adventitious aids which others sometinies employ, being 
content ta take az his reward a conseiousness of duty well done and to leave 
results to the foture, 
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Ln Ovtober, 1880, De, Flack wurried Miss Mattie Wells, a daughter of the 
well known citizen of Fredonia, J. T. Wells. She died in 1890 leaving a 
danghter, Mary Anes. [n Ovtober, 1892, Dr. Flack marri«l Misa Anne Her- 
ron, a daughter of thy late Rev. Robert B. Merron, a prominent Presbyterian 
‘lergyman of Southern Kansas whose native state was Ohio The issne of this 
iInarriage has heen a danghter, Willma, born March 9, 189. and a aon, Tlerron 
Thomas, born February 20, 180), 

The doctor is u erlous Mason being a member of the Blue lodge, Chapter, 
Comeil, Commandery and Shrine. He is also a momber of the Knights of 
Pythias and of mimerous insurance orders for which he is medical examiner 
us well us for a number of the old line companies, Dr. Flack and his family 
wre prominent in the social Hite of Fredonia where he is us mnoh vateemed for 
his mmany admirable qualities of head and heart as he is among his fellow 
vitizens for his professional attainnwents. 


JOSEPH. LISINGER—The subject of this review entered and deeded 
a tract of land in section 23, towoship 28, range 14, im Prairie township and 
oveupied it two years, when he took poesession of the southeast quarter of the 
same section and has, since 1A72, acenmulated the means to purchase a farm 
of four hundred and eighty acres lying in sections 24 and 14, one of the heat 
toproved and most desirable properties to be found in his townshtp. 

The state of Indiana has furnished a large percentage of the population 
which settled Kansas. On the whole it can he eaid that they were earnest, 
zealous and home-eeeking settlers who came with the conviction that building 
a home in this new and untried sister-of-the-plains was fraught with mony 
difficulties and hardships. They came, many of them, with scarce the meana 
to tide them over the first year, and with the determination that, when this 
was ¢xhansted, to trust to Providence and their own ingenuity and honor for 
the things of lifo. Joseph Risinger belonged to this class of early settlers, ex- 
wept that lis resowrers amounted, when he first saw Wilson county, to his “grip 
and gun” and nothing nore. Hoe left the railroad at Burlingame, Kansas, and 
came down into Wilson by wagon, reaching the scene of his future labors, 
hopes and happiness on the 10th of Mareh, 1870. He was an imigrant from 
Ripley county, Indiana, where he was born on the 11th of April, 1842. His 
father, Conrad Risinger, was a pioneer to that county, having gone there from 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, in 1823. He settled a farm in the wooded 
portion of the country and posaod an active, useful and honorable life. He 
was successful in that he was a good provider for his family and accumulated 
some property—a legacy at death. He was born in 1809 and died in 1883. 
His father, the grandfather of our subject, was Jacob Risinger, who died on 
Riplay Creek in Ripley county, Indiana, ata very old age. The latter had three 
sons, William, Henry and Conrad, all of whom reared families in Ripley 
county. 
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Conrad Misinger married Nuney Lotes who died in 1864. She was like- 
wise, from Pennsylvania and, like the Risingers, was of Pennsylvania German 
stock. The issue of this marriage was, Catherine. who married John (. Moore, 
oF Bond county. Whingiss Jane, decensed, was the wife of Thomas Barr; Jacoh. 
decuused, was a soldier and died at Vicksbury; Auny, who died young: J osupils, 
one gubject; Elisabeth, widow of Roy Wayers. of Ripley wunty, Indiana; Hen- 
rietha, widew of Angus MeCoy. of Greensburg, Indiana; Warriet, wife of John 
M, Mann, of Ripley county, Indiana; and George, of Ripley county, Indiana. 

The work of the farm absorbed the attention ef Joseph Risinger in his 
boyhood and youth almost to the exclusion of an education. He did get a smot- 
tering of “learning” which, with the aid of experience, has enabled him to cope 
srecessfully with the problome of everybay life, In April, 1864, he enlisted ia 
Company C. 184th volunteer infantry: Captain Jocelyn in command af the 
company. ind Colonel Gavin in command of the regiment. His regiment sery- 
cd in the states of Kentucky, Tennossoe, Alabama and Georgia, and was 
mustered oot at Indianapolis, Indiana, May 10, 1805. The five years suceend- 
ing Che close of the war were passed in his native country as man-of-any-work, 
Anything he eauld find to do that promised an honest compensation appealed to 
his spirit of industry, Te left the old home in October, 1869 and came west 
to Wanhiunses county, Kansaa, where, till fhe epring of 1870 he visited with 
relatives and prospected the country, , 

On the same vear that Mr. Risinger made settlement in Wilson county 
‘uothor person, whose life has since influenced lis own in a great measure and 
whose counsel anid personal aid have dove tuch toward his substantial success, 
east her lot with the same community, She was Nellie Chappel who, on 
April 13, 1873, heeame Mrs, Joseph Risinger, She was a daughter of a 
widawed wether, Mrs. N- P. Chappel, who emigrated from Prince Wilham 
comnty, Virginia, where she reared ler family, and where her Uiion sentiments 
nile her ohnexious to her rebel neighbors, Her three sons served in the Unton 
army ond are now—Georpe and Dwight—yesidents of Neosho county, Kansas, 
and Charles, of Oklahoma. Ter other daughter is Mary, wife of Haryey Sur- 
price, of Woodson county, Kansas, 

Mr and Mrs. Risinger have toiled and striven together for nearly thirty 
vears The discouraging hard ties of I874, when the drouth wae even 
more disastrous than in 1901, and the grass bopper years of 1876 and later 
were weathered, after a fashion, and they have come ite the evening of their 
lives with an abundance such as justly rewards labor of years. The year 1875 
produced the greatest corn crop in the state’s history which, following on the 
luwls of the yeur of destitution, had the ctfeet of forcing provision for future 
calamities and thus avoiding the peivations and @ulerings that dovuriably 
ensued. Wut their labors and that of their family have scwomplished fs 
briefly told by a glance al their homestead and ite accompanying eynipment, 
In a sentence, it is a farm of the east transferred to the prairies of the west 
with nothing left behind. Its appearance is in conspicnons contrast to any 
other homestead of the township and is in plain view of the county seat only 
four miles away, 
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Mr. wnd Mrs. Risinger’s children ure, Pearl, wife of Orvyil Jackson; 
George, who marred Netta Baker; Harry, Kate, Charles, Fred, Mabel, Loie 
und Huby, All reside in Wilson county and all lot the two first mamurl wre at 
home. This is a sound Republican family, The father has been active in his 
party’s affairs in his county and the mother is none the less tried and true. 


JAMES BR. WILLETS, M. D.—The venerable and honored subject af this 
review Is one of the pioneer physicians of Wilson county and is the senior resi- 
dent memlur of the profession, His career began with the early years of the 
voonty as am organizer municipality and he was contemporary with the pio- 
ners Barrett, Wellman and Birney, the fathers of the profession in Wilson 
county, Coming here close upon the termination of the civil war, as did our 
subjeet, the evcle of veare hus brought him almost to the thirty-eighth aile- 
stone—an era replete with the atirring events of the carly daye and with the 
righteous events of the staid and sober prosent-—-and passed him into retire- 
mond andl wunte the charitable consideration of time, 

Dr. Willits isa product of the Atlantic states section of our country, He 
was horn in Burlington county, New Jersey, September 19, 1830, and is a son 
of Thomas Willits and a grandson of Henry Willits, the former a carpenter 
and farmer, bern about 1778, and both native New Jersey people with patriot 
soldier relatives in the revolutionary war. For his wife Thomas Willits chose 
a remote relative, Mary Willits, whe died in 1885 at the age of ninety-three 
years. The issue of this marriage were Horatio, who died in Deleware; Mar- 
rietta, deceased wife of George Anderson, Laporte, Indiana, Martha, widow 
of A. J. Ridgeway, of LaPorte: Tleury, who died in California; Hannah, who 
married Dr. William Tolman, of LaPorte; Loulea, widow of Allen Holman, of 
Rochester, Indiana, and Jatnes , af this notice, 

In TROY our subject accompanied his fathers family from his mative state 
by boat wp the Hudson, through the Eric canal and acrose Lake Brie to La- 
Porte, Tidiana, where he grew up, was educated and began his preparation far 
medicine, Ue took a diploma trom the Lidiana medical college at Dndian- 
apolis in L851 and located at Newport, Indiana, where he was engaged in the 
practice of medieie for a period of five years, whence he removed to Paris, 
I}linois, January 12, 102, he entered the army for service in the rebellion as 
assistant sargeon, was assigned to hospital duly and had charge of the hospitals 
ut Bardstown, Keatucky, and at Nashville, Tennessee, In the autumn of 1864 
hue Jefl the servier and«the nest year weot to Leavenworth, Kansas, where 
he practiced lis profession some four years and then located temporarily in 
Nevada, Missour, whenee he cast his fortunes with Kansas and Wilson county 
in 1871, 

Aza physician Dr, Willits was the peer of any of his contemporaries, when 
im active practice. lis many years of experience in civil life in addition to 
the advantages he enjoyed in stiergival and medical work for nearly three years 
while in the army equipped him for successful work in any phase of his pro 
fussion and brought him into close and confidential relations with his com- 
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mimity. He is now and has been many terms a member of the pension ex- 
amining board for Wilson cownity, and local surgeon for the Santa Fe Railroad, 
In tus political beliefs he is one of the original Republicans, having joined the 
party, from the Whig ranks, and supported its frat presidential candidate. 

Doetor Willits married, at Paris, Llineis, January 7, 1858 Miss Eliza 
Burwell, « daughter of Arthur V. and Anta Hagy Burwell, The following 
children haye resulted from this marriage, viz; Donald N., whe is in the 
Imted States Marshal’s office at Topeka: Willard E., who died in 1802 and 
apent Ins life as a merchant in Fredonia; James R., of Kansas Ciby, Missouri; 
and N, Perey, Wilson county's representative to the state legislature and a 
prominent lawyer of Fredonia, and « leading Republican of southern Kansas. 

In Masonic cirelve Dr. Willits ie a Knight Templar, has been a Maso 
since 1852, and has always taken an active interest in the work of the order. 

ly 188 Dh. Willits ereetod a handsome ond commodious residence at the 
buse of one of the Twin Mounds on the south side wl the city, one of the 
attractive and conninnding site= in Fredonia. In his retirement, aa in bis 
avtive life, le is surronndul by a community of strong and admiring friends 
to ¢omfort and cheer thy closing yuars of a long and useful career. 


AMOS POLSON —The ventleman whose mine heads this personal notice 
hus resided in Wilson county for thy past mineteen years, having adopted it ae 
his home in the year 1883 when he was an emigrant from Linn county, Mie- 
sonri. Mr. Polson is a member of that large und uuwimerons American family 
mentioned mi the sketch of Benjamin Polson in this volume whose lineage 
traces back to the “Old Dominion State” and whose ramifications extend to 
Inany atates and territories of the Union. 

Aunos Polson was born in Harrison county, Ludiana, June 28, 1843, and je 
a son of Thomus and Exvira (Rankin) Polson. He was the first child of his 
mother and was four years of age when the family left Tudiwna and took up tts 
abode in thy new state of Towa, There his education was of the rural sovt 
and very limited in extent, Work was the ehief aim in life when he grew up 
and he imbibed this notion us freely as any frontier hoy eould. Before he 
reached hie majority he found it impossible do restrain himself from entering 
the volunteer service and he enlisted in Company G. 40th Towa infantry as a 
recruit, Te joined the regiment in February at Little Rock, Arkansas, where 
it had juet emerged from one of its sanguinary engagements, and the last 
mmgagement it was in during the war. The company was in wommand of 
Capt. D. C. Jordan and the regiment was wonder Col. J. A. Garrett. It re- 
mained in the western department till the close of the war doing garrison duly 
at Fort Smith, Little Rock and Fort Gibson, in whole or in detachments, us (i 
case demanded, Mr. Polson was one of about a company of men stationed at 
the latter point when discharged August 2, 1865. 

The war over Mr. Poleon passed the following year as a farm hand, the 
first and last of such experience. From thence forward his employment was 
of independent nature; on the home farm and at other kindred work, In 
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Auguet. 1870, ho was married to Kliza Jessee, born in Russell county, Virginia, 
in 1850. She wasa daughter of Browning Jessee who migrated to Linn county, 
Missouri, at an early day and there died, Wis children were: Mrs, Caroline 
M. Belt, whe died in Vernon vounty, Missouri; Mrs. Polson, J. D. Jeasee, of 
Linn county, Missouri; Mra, Harriet E. Adame, of Wilson county, Kansas; 
Virguua, who died single: Mrs. Martha Sevier, of Browning, Missouri; Mre. 
Floy Purden, of Fort Supply, Oaklahoima. 

Mr, and Mrs. Polson remained in Towa till ts when they moved down 
into the warmer climate of Linn county. Missouri, where they continued to 
reside, engaged in the vocation of farming and raising stock, till their dp- 
parture for the Verdigris valley. oe before stuted. Tere they own the northeast 
quarter of section 8, township 28. range 14, situated on Little Anake creek. 
Right children have been born to these parents, namely: Ruseell ML, of 
Hobart, Oklahoma, married Naonw? Mattix, their children Mamie and Alta; 
Bverett P.. who warried Amuaetta Mattix and has Geneva and Lroin; Alevia, 
wife of Samuel Wilson, of Benedict; TMearl B., Walter J. Ernest B., Carl R. 
and Opal A- 

Mr. Polson is vot a man of excitable temperament, He has little concern 
ahout matters not pertaining directly to his own tnterests and pursues the 
even tenor of lis way without any special effort at social or political popularity. 
He learned to farm and manage from a teacher who was a success and hae him- 
anf won a satisfactory measure of siieenss, 


JAMES M. KENNEDY—The gentleman presented as the subject of 
this brief biography is one well amd most favorably known to the populace of 
Wilson county, As teachur, public official, editor and priyate cttizen he has 
pursued the straightforward, even tenor of his life. honest with his friends 
and honest with honsel/—a ian of ose and influence in his community. Born 
of Trish parents in Fondulue county, Wisconsin, le is a son of the venerable 
Patrick Kennedy whose life story is told in another place in this work. Novem- 
her 11, 1847, our subject was born. He passed the first ten or twelve years of 
his life in Haneoek county, Indiana, from which point his father eame to 
Kaneas. settling on a elaim im Chetopa township, Wilson eounty, Here the 
latter reared three sons and a daughter to hecome edyeated. useful and hon- 
erable oitizena. 

James M. Kennedy was the third ehild of the family and lived on bis 
father’s farm till twenty veare of age . He nequired such edueation as the 
bountry schools of the time provided and, when able to secure a teacher 2 
certificate, he beean teaching school, THe tunght sevin years in the county, 
three years of which he was principal of the Fredonia schools. His growth and 
development as an educator gave him an efficiency that equipped him for 
normal institute work and for five years he was employed as an mstructor in 
vounty normal work in the stutw. On approaching mature life he took up the 
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Study of law wad was admitted to the bar in 1800. Tle came upon the sue 
al once aga politieal factor in Wileon wounty politics and was a candidate for 
county attorney the some full. He was nmalited to practice law. Although the 
county had #& normal Republican majority of about five hundred votes he was 
defeated by only forty-nine votes. At the November election in 1894 he was 
the Populist and Democratic candidate for the same office and was again 
defeated, bnt ii 1896 he was elected and was re-clected in 1898 and again de- 
feated in 1200. He was a candidate for the oltice five times, suffering deteat 
three tines and filling it ably and honorably aud without favor for four years, 
retiring in January, 1901. 

Some vears since Mr, Kennedy engaged in the real estate business in 
Fredonia in company with Judge William Stivers, which business, together 
with that of loans and insuranve, he still continues. The practice af law and 
the editerial work of the “Fredonia Herald., of which he is owner—the Populist 
organ of Wilson county, oecupy his attention, in the main, and he enjoys 4 
degree of prosperity commensurate with the scope and character of his busi- 
nose, 

July, 1882, oecurred the muarringe of ovr sabject with Mary H. Stivers 
Jordan, a daughter of Judge Stivers who came to Kansas from ‘Tipton county, 
Indiana, Where Mrs, Kennedy was born, he children of this marriage are 
William, a shident in the law department of the Kansas University: Max and 
Madge. Mrs, Kennedy is descended from Holland Duteh stock, her great 
vraudfather Stivers having emigrated [rom the Netherlands to America about 
L740, THe took part in the American Revolution as an American soldier and 
one of his sons, ————— Stivers, grandfather of Mrs. Kennedy, wae u soldier 
in the war of 1812, 


JAMES THOMAS COOPER—The subject of this review, junior mem- 
her of the law firm of Willits and Cooper, of Fredonia, is a native Kansan anil 
was born in “Old Wilson” county Aagust 30, 1866. His father, Albert .J. 
Cooper. was one of the pioneers of the Verdigris valley where he settled in 
1867, taking up his “claim” near Toronto, in Woodson county. Albert J. 
Cooper was on the frontier much of his early hfe. He accompanied his father, 
David Cooper, a slave-owner and farmer, from ‘Tennessee to Bates county, 
Missouri, where he grew up and was married and, when thirty years of age, 
cae on west.and overtook the frontier in Wilson eounty, Kansas, He dropped 
farther down the Verdigris river in lime and beeame a permanent and well 
known settler of Wilson county where he died in 1891. He joined Col, Lynd’. 
Sth Kansas cavalry at Humboldt in 1863 and served with this regiment under 
Captains Prive and MeConnell till the close of the war, being discharged at 
Duvall’s Bluff, Arkansas. 

The Coopers of this line eunte trom the original family of that nante 
headwi by Sir Ashley Cooper of North Carolina, Dayid Cooper, grandfather of 
aur subject, was born in the “Tar Heel” etate from whence he emigrated to 
Tennessee where, near Clarksville, Albert J., his son, was born in 1827. Albert, 
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J. Cooper married Caroline Waller, a dangbter of William Waller, of Carlton, 
Kentucky, but born in the state of Maryland. The issue of this marriage were 
three children, as follows: Naney J,, wife of Henry Hayes, of Wilson county; 
Elizateth, wife af Howard Poekett, of Sedgwick county, Nansas, and J. TL, of 
this nation 

Mr. Cooper of this article spent his life on the farm till eighteen yeare 
of age, He was educated in Baker university, in the Kansas Normal college 
and in the Kansas State normal school, He finished his course in the last 
named in 1891 and re-enlisted in the profession of teaching as principal of 
schools at Toronto where he remained one year, closing his career as a peda- 
gorue in this position. He refwened to Wilson county and was nominated and 
cleeted clerk of the district court in November, 1892, and was re-elected two 
years later, While holding office he stadied law and with such effect as to be 
admitted to the bar before Judge Stilbwell the same year his term of office 
close! He formed « law partnership with his present partner and the able 
firm of Willits and Cooper are among creditable representatives of the pro- 
fession of Jaw in Wilson vounty. Mr. Cooper is eity attorney of Fredonia and, 
as a Populist, accepted the Fusion nomination for state senator m 1900 but 
wae defeated with the party. Vor flve yeara he has been seeretary of the Fre- 
donta Avricultural Association and has identified himself with whutever else 
promise) wood results for his town or county, 

Jine 6, 1895, Mr, Cooper married Florence Jackson, a daughter of CL B. 
Jackson, an old resident of Wilson county. In Masonic etreles he is a promi- 
nent local Knight Templar and is Eminent Commander of this branch of the 
order i Fredonia. Te is alee a inember of the state board of agriculture. 


CHARLES W. [SHAM—The etlicient clerk of Wilson is the gentleman 
whose name introduces this urticle. December 4, 1872, witnessed his arrival 
in the county and it was oear Buffalo that he located and engaged with a farmer 
by the month to de the work of his farm Por nearly fifteen years he con- 
tented himaelf with thie sort of laborious but honorable employment and 
deserted if to aceepf a clerkship in one of the stores of Buffalo. He occupied 
a similar position with a firm im Chanute and still later he came to Fredonia 
where, for two vears he held a position with the Deming Tnvestinent company 
and, snececding this employment, was electedl trustee of Center township, 
serving as such two vears. In 1897 he was elected on the Fusion ticket 98 
county clerk and was again elected two years liter which, with the extra year 
os 0 “hold-over” on account of the change in the election law of the state, will 
inald¢ five years in control of the most important office in the gift of his 
eounty, 

Mr. Ieham was born in St. Lawrence county, New York. November 27, 
1X51, and ie a son of Myron 1). Isham, horn in Vermont but for years a resi- 
dent of the Empire state. He was born in 1825, was married in lus native 
state te Calista Taft who died in Wileon county in 1876, Ty 1862 he enlisted 
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in the {ud Vermont infantry and served the remainder of the war of the re- 
bellion., He came west immediately after the declaration of peace and located 
in Winnebago county, Ulinois, and there resided till 1872 when he became a 
settler of Wilson county, Kansas, and is yet a resident of the state. Hie 
children are Almary. deweasedd wife of Charlee A. Brown; Charles W., our 
subject; Helen, wife of Thomas Cotter. of Woodsen vounty, Kansas; Leslie H.. 
of Chanute, Kansas, and Mattie J., who married L. Stewart of the same city, 

Our subject acquired a liberal education as he approached maturity, whieh 
prepared him for his duties of the past fifteen years. When his father entered 
the army Charles W, went to,live with a farmer with whom he remained till 
the close of the war, when he accompanimd his parents to Mlinois. ‘The family 
cune to Kansas together and their settlement at Butfalo veenrred, and the 
early vears of our subject's history began, as already idetailed. For thirty 
years, now, his Jas been a life of vonstant wd unremitting activity and it 
eens but fitting that he should close the epoch with su lung a service for a 
municypality whose confidence is thus worthily bestowed, 

Mr. Isham was first marrial at Buifalo, Kausas. in JS8¥. His wite was 
Miss Etta Harris, who died in 1896 lenving three children, as follows: Rov, 
Beryl! and Olive. In 1898 he wae again married, (his time berg onited with 
Lavra Hollis. a daughter of John Hollis. One child, Helen, has come to 
bless this union, 

Our subject is a Knight of RKRhorasun, and bolds membership m the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen, Te was brought up a Republiean anil 
ranaine! so till the &t. Lonis convention of 1896 when he became a Silver 
Republican, bul the vear following wae nominated for county clerk as a Popo- 
list and elected. 


PERRY G, PINNEY—Perry G. Pinney, the efficient anid popular county 
treasurer of Wilson county who justly merits as well as receives the high re- 
wand! of hie fellow men, was born February 3, 1850. in La Porte connty, Th- 
diana, his parents being William and Synthia (Long) Pinney, the former a 
native of Jackson county, Olio and the latter of Virginia, The father was 4 
farmer in Indiana anil was a prominent citizen and imfluential worker of the 
Baptist church in which he served as deacon for many years, His birth oe 
curred July 2%, 181 and departed this life May 6, 1899. His wife who was born 
September 20, 1822 and died November 29, 1895. She wns a lifelong and 
active member of the Baptist church. In their family were eight children: 
Elizabeth, who became the wife of Warren Cole, both of whom are deceased ; 
Harvey, a resident of Wilson county: William E., an attorney of Valpariso, 
Didiana; Andrew, who died in childhood: H. F.. a merchant of Fredonia; Lois 
(.. widow of 7, D. Clark, of New York City, and Elvin, who died at the age 
of two years, 

Perry G, Pinney wae the fifth in order af birth and upon the home farm 
le was reared and acquired bis education in the public eehools, Tle afterward 
engaged in farfiing near La Porte, Indiana, and later conducted a hardware 
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elore in Weetville, that state, On selling out in IS74 he came to Fredonia, 
where he embarked in general merehandising as a member of the firm of 
Small & Minney. After four years he purchased jis partner's interest, con- 
ucting the business woder his owt naine. He was afterward a dealer in hard- 
ware and dmplements and on selliig out in that line he went upon the road as 
traveling salesman. Severn) vears later he retired from the road and was en- 
ployed as clerk in Fredenia until 1807 when he was named for his present 
yesition of cowity treasurer—to whieh he was re-vlected in 189%. his present 
TneiiMbeney continning until October, 1108. He is proving a competent, 
viipable and faithtnl offeer and enjovs ma high degree the confidence of his 
fellow quen, At Ins second election hu wen many Republican votes, as well as 
the support of bis own party—the Democracy. 

hi November, 1878, Mr. Pinney wedded Mary E. Stratton, a native of 
Illinois and a daughter of Joli T. and Susan Stratton, who came to Kansas 
at an varly date and now reside in Oak Valley. They have tluree sons: Guy 
5.. Walter E., and Warren. Mr. Pinney is a prominent Mason, belonging to the 
Bluo Lodge, Chapter and Commandery, and in his life exemplifies the spirit 
of the craft, 


JOHN W. WALKER—The late pioneer of Wilson county whose name 
introduces this article was a character well known and highly regarded and 
lived m the county from April, 1869, till March 11, 1854, when he passed 
way, having performed the work of an honorable citizen and earned the ad- 
miration and esteem of a wide acqtiaintance. 

Mr. Walker was born of Seotch-[rish stock near Bowling Green, Missouri, 
November 28, 1827, and was a son of William and Emily Walker, his mother 
heiny a deyout Methodist and, lo his mind, the only perfect woman whe ever 
lived. At the age of seven years his purents migrated to Vasyille, Wisconsin. 
ear the lead mines. and later to Clayten county, Iowa, where he, in the main, 
grew up. He chose for his first wife Agnes Sinsley, a lady of ‘Tyrone, Penn- 
sylvania, whoin he married Mareli 17, 1852, his union was productive wf 
six children, all but two of whom diced in infancy, those surviving being, J, W. 
Walker, of Buifulo, Kansas, and Mrs, Salona Ridlon, of Middletown, Kansas. 
Mrs. Walker, the first. (hed near Cuttenburg. Jowa, January 2, 1862, and on 
the 18th of August following Mr. Walker married Clara Conant Rickard, of 
(ottave Hill, Iowa. She died February 23, 1866, leaving a son and a daughter. 
viz: Lewellyn EK. Walker, who committed suicide at Terrell, Texas, March 25, 
1805, and Mrs, Mena Florence Grivsel, of Urbana, Kansas, December 19, 1867, 
Mr. Walker inarried Pamelia Breedlove, of Hardin, Iowa. This last wife died 
on the okt home in Prairie township, Wilson county, being the mother of four 
children, only two of whom now survive, namely: Frank Elmer, of Benedict, 
and Emmert D., who isa clerk in the pension department at Washington, D. C. 

J. W. Walker wag, in the maim, a farmer. He learned to handle tools when 
# young man und did some work at the carpenter trade. After he eame to 
Wilson county he located on a tract of land seven miles northeast of Fredonia, 
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which he purchase] the right to of Elizabeth Hall and which he sold, as an 
myproved farm, to Henry Polson in 1881, While denominated a farmer, still 
wis trade brought him ja many useful dollars in the early times and there are 
residences and school houses still-standing which are silent monuments to his 
workmanship. In the capacity of a cabinet maker he built coffins aud boxes 
for the dead at all times and until the custom of burying in conimercial caskets 
was inaugurated aud came to supply every demand. 

During the Civil war Mr, Watker belonged to the Turkey River Rangers 
of Clayton county, lowa, Perry C. Varks, captain, and J. W. Walker, first lien- 
tenant, but was not called into the regular service. He likewise drilled for the 
Mexican war—at Fort Snelling—but wae not called out because of the close 
of the war. In his rettgious beliefs he wag un Adventist but was not a member 
of any church. His people were originally from Kentacky and the well known 
filibuster, Willian S. Walker, of Nicaragua lame, was his own cousin, 

Mr, Walker died at the home of his second daughter seven miles west of 
Chanute and lies buried by the side of his last wife m Maple Grove cemetery. 


———— 


MOSES P. DAVIS—Azé the subject of this review we introduce one of 
the well known young farmers of Guilford township, M. P. Davis, whose his 
tory, With that of bis father, spans the whole era of the setthiment and develop- 
nent of Wilson county, Born in the county, us he was. April 23, 1874, it hae 
been the svene of his brief but busy life and Guilford township has furnished 
his birth-plaee, displays his achievernents and privides the site of lus present 
home. He isa son of the late pioneer, Lewis Franklin Davie, whose memory 
is Tecalled with pleasare by his contemporaries in Wilson county for the real 
tian that he was and for Iie distinction as one of the first white vieitors to the 
Verdigris valley. ‘Che following facts serve to 2how aonething of his life and 
characturisties and his family origin. 

Lawis Franklin Davis was born on Mebruary 28, 1828, in Madison county. 
Kentucky, and was a son of Charles, who was born in the state of Maryland 
on the 17th day of November, 1798. The latter was « stock-raiser and farmer 
and wae married to Elizabeth Carter in Madison county, Kentucky, His wife 
was born m Virginia November 14, 1804, and their family consisted of ten 
children, namely; liza J., Mary A., Tanac 1, Lewis F., Charles J., Henry 
B., Susan A., Moses 8, P.. Margaret E. and Thomus J., only three of whom 
survive. About 1833 Lewis Franklin Davis accompanied his father’s family to 
Montgomery county, Missouri, and two years later the family moved on west 
to southeastern Jows, settling near Farmington, in Van Buren county. Here 
voung Franklin grew to manhood and ucquired a country school education, 
He had learned to farm and raise stock and from this point he, in company 
with his father and two brothers, Issac P. and Charles J., started on the 4th 
of May, 1850, to California. They traveled with ox teams and reached Nevada, 
California, on the 4th of September, following. He worked in the mines till 
June 12, 1852, when he returned home but soon set out again for the Pacilic 
coast, trading in cattle with the miners of California, On his return from this 
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trip his vessel, the Winfield Scott, was wrecked and he was oe of those who 
were rescued and taken to Acapules, Mexico, whence he traveled overland by 
way of the City of Mexico, to Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he turned about 
wil made a third trip te California. He reachetl his Missouri home from this 
trip it 1855 and in Vebruary of that year entered land in Scotland county 
which he owned at his death, In 1857 he vame to Kansas and was in Wilson 
county to enter a tract of land on the Verdigris river, which lamd it is believed 
he had inspeotl while on one of hie many trips lo and tpam the western 
coaeat. 

An incident sceurred on one of the return trips of Mr, Davis and a bro- 
ther from California, where they hed driven and sold a buneh of cattle for 
geld doin which they carried in a belt aroand their waists. ‘Their boat dropped 
anchor at one of the hahored towns in Nicaragua, Central America, and the 
Davis brothers, with others, went ashore. As banditti were numeros in the 
Republic of Nicaragua then, as well us now, the inhubitants of the village took 
the traders for that or for filibusterers and made an effort to capture then. 
The Amereans thought the Spaniards were bent on robbery and tarted for 
cover of the brush nearby. but in an effort to escape Henry Dayis was killed 
and his body robbed. Frank Davie sueceeded in getting back to the boat after 
some tlifficulty and the episode olesed for the moment. Some years alterward 
the heire to the lost inoney—~taken fram the body of Henry Davis—brought to 
the attention of the government at Washington the fact of the killing of Mr. 
Davis, and the circumstances and a diplomatic correspondence was curried on 
With the Spanish-American Ropublie looking to a restoration of the treasure 
aid indemnity for the loss of life. The claim was proven satisfactorily to the 
Nicaraguan government but before the matter was settled wp something hap- 
pened which broke off the negotiations and the case was never reopened. 

Frank Davis wae one of the eonepicuqusly prominent settlers of Wilson 
wunty, He was a man of eharacter and conviction and impressed the settlers 
as a moan of power and etrong determination, Leadership was conceded to him 
and in matters pertaining to early affairs of his county he was an active and 
forwful factor. Grazing and furming took hie time and attention and he was 
one of the thrifty men of the valley. He was married in Scotland eounty, 
Missouri, ta Louise Singleton, a sister of the well known Singleton brothers of 
Wilson county—mention of whom is made ¢lsewhere in this volume, Mr, 
Davis died in September, 1875, and his wife passe away in December of the 
next year. Their surviving children are T. Clark ond Moses Peter, the subject 
of this sketch, 

“Mode” Davis, as our subject is well known, was partially reared by 
Mrs. Tryphena Taylor, then of Stafford county, Kansas, now a residant: of 
Orrick, Missouri, with whom he remained till ten years of age. He came hack 
to. the scenes of his birth then but afterward went to California and remained 
in the mountain country some two years, working for wages and gaining an 
experience which has done him no harm. While growing up he received a 
common achool education and with this, and with his personal experiences, he 
came into possession of his own, at his majority, easily equipped to manage it. 
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Soptombur 24, TSG, he was united in martiage with Miss Mary Pearl Knaus, 
W danghter of Jolin Knane, one of the active spirits of Bonediet, An only elild 
ix the issue of this union, Lowis Clark, who was born May 10, 1898. 


WILLTAM RK. MORSE—Fow men are better and more widely known to 
a coniumanity than the subject of this artiele is to Wilson county. Fis business 
msoriutions and conmutions have been so varied and embracing such an ex- 
panse of time that Lew persona of business prominence for miles arewnd lis 
fainiliar haunts have net nm tehii nmbueiness emf eta tao otao shrdlu 7422 
familiar haunts have not met him in business or social intercourse. 

William K. Morse was born in Cleveland, Ohio, April 35, 184, His 
father, who was then a merchant ih that eity and afterward in the city of 
Milwaukee, Wiseonsin, was Samuel Morse, born at Mianus, Connecticut, in 
1818. The latter was a lineal desvendant of one of the ancient and honorable 
families of Massachusetts whose English ancestry traecs back lo seyen brothers 
who sought America come time in the 17th century and established the family 
name in the “Bay Colony” of New Mnyland, From these brothers all the 
Morses of the United States are believed to have sprung, the famous inventor 
of the telegraph, Samuel F) BL Morse, being a second cousin of our subject's 
fother, Sauel Morse, the father of our stibject, had the following brothers 
and sisters. viz: John (., who was many years ago purehasing agent of the 
Vanderbilt steamboat lines, died in New York City; Thomas W., who passed 
his earlier life in Cleveland as a merchant and fine fruit grower finally loeated 
m Jersey City, where he died: Angeline, who married Sidney Conklin, made 
her liome in Harlem. New York: Margaret, who became the wife of Augustus 
Newman, of Mianus, Conneeticut. and Frances, who wie married first to 
James EB, Fintey aid second toa Mr. Spencer, passed ber-life in the mam mm 
Cleveland, Ohio. and died (here, 

Sutnnel Morse’s wife, and the mother of Willian K., was nee Helen Me- 
Domud. She was born and reared at Oswexo, New York: her birthday and 
year being August —, 1822, She is an honored resident of Wilson county and 
is the rnothur of the following; Williain K., John G. Emma F.. wife of BE, G, 
Wish, of Kansas City, Missouri: Mary L.. wife of George W. Tourtelot, super- 
intendent of the Armour Packing company, of Kansas City, and Ella, who cicd 
at sewmten years of age. Mr. Morse located in Cleveland, Ohio, about 1840 
and Jeft there in 1850 to settle in Milwaukee. fle remained in thie latter city 
fill 1869 when he removed to Kansas and entered a tract of land in section 14, 
township 28, range 16, whieh he improved deeded and upon which he died 
in 1877. ° 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was the pomt at which Williom K. Morse was 
wlucated und came to manhood’s estate. He started in when a youth te learn 
the machinists’ trade but before he finished his trade he abandoned it and he- 
gan clerking in his father’s store, remaining at such till the removal of the 
family from the city. He entered a piece of land in the same section with his 
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father in Wilson county bat farming in the early davs of the county did not 
serioualy attract him. He secured a position with the L. L. and G. Ry people 
ind wae brakeman and, later, baggayenun for a period of three years. ‘The 
hard times of 1873 caused a reduction in the operating fore of the road aod 
he suffered the loss of his position, He then secured a place with the Keystone 
Iron Works af Kansae City and remained with those people one year as book- 
keeper, The Armour Packing company was his next employer and with that 
concern he Wasa trated aervant fur 2ix veare, Alter a vear spent with C. A. 
Brockel Lime and Cement company he left Kansas City and came buck to 
Wilson county where, when the Saute Fe railroad completed ite line to Bene- 
dict, he opened the station at this point and continued as their agent for three 
yeurs, About 1890 he severed hie connection with the company and returned 
Lo the farm on Crooked ¢reek where the family estate numbers more thin five 
hondred acres. Tn the spring of 1901 he originated the idea of establishing 
telephone connection between Benedict and parties nearby and between them- 
selves nid a co-operative company composed of thirtyefive stockholders with a 
cuntrububion of #380.00 each was formed to exeoute the plain. ‘The company 
was named The Wilson county telephonecempany and its officers are ‘T. C. Daivs 
president; W. WN. Morse, secretary, and J. Ff. Gunby, of Buffalo, treasurer; all 
of whom, with Dr AL. Flack and John Hubbell, of Fredonia, constitute the 
heal of directors. Mr. Morse superintends the line, puts together and in- 
stills all phones and is, generally. the active head of the business. The serviee 
is cheap, efootive and satisfactory and its expense of handling is maintained hy 
a small tell charge and a snd} eotribution from patrons to the central afer, 
or exohange. 

Mr. Morse’a first wile was Alice BH, Fish by whom he hae a daughter, Mary 
H., wife of Abraham Treeman, of St. Louis, Missoum. In 1802 Ma. Moree 
married Miss Lda Solomon, a daughter of WL PL Solomon, of Ridge, Woolson 
county, Nausas. Their children ares Lian, aged eight vears, and Nellie, aged 
five years. Jn his politica! views Mr, Moree is bound by no party or syndicate, 
being thoroughly Americ ail in accord with the progress of the age. 


BENJAMIN I. JONES, M. D.—The distinguished Woodyin and emi- 
nent selon of the honored profession of medicine whose name introduces this 
review is a gentleman widely known in his official capacity, as head physician of 
the Medern Woodmen for the disthet of Kansas, is lighly regarded as a piae- 
titioner in whatever field of active labor and is prominent and popular as a 
citizen and yentleman over the district of eastern Kansas. While Iola is hiv 
present official aod professional residences the scene of his early and quite re- 
cent personal triumphs is his old home in Bulfalo, Wilson county, where lis 
professional career began in the year L8s4, 

Dr. Jones is an old Kansan for a young man. He came to the state in 
the year 1870 with his father, Joshua Jones, who brought his family out of 
Henry county, Kentucky, and on to the frontier of Kansas to make actual eet- 
tlement and te become a sentient part of the soctal and civil fabrie of this new 
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hattle-grovod of freedom. ‘The Jones’ of thie Tiranch were original Ken- 
thekians, as it were, for their remenve in the shite of Daniel Benne dates huvk 
into the pioneer history of that tery commonwealth. Joshua Jones, the 
doetor’s father, was born in Shelby county in 1828 and it was he who built the 
first mill at Kminence, following the business of milling for many years. In 
later life he beeanie a farmer and his tiret few veara in Kansas were passed at 
What i= reniwmbered by oll old settlers, as the “Twelve Mile House” west of 
Hambott in Woodsen county, Sansas. He was married to a Shelby county 
lndly, Miss Amanda M. Kelley, who still survives and is sponding her last years 
in the homes af her chiliren, having been widowed in 1885 by the death of her 
hushand at Altoona, Kansae. From the marriage of this worthy couple twelve 
children resulted: these surviving being: Dr. Rrasmius D., of Neosho Falls; 
Dr. Jolin L., of San Diege, California; Mrs. J. FL Browning, of Woodson 
county; Mrs. D. PL Hall, af Henry eomuty, Kentucky: De. B. E., our solyject; 
Leva GD. DS. of San Diego. Califernia, and Clarence E. 

Dr, Benjamin &, Jones was born in Henry county, Kentucky, July 2). 
1860, He was ten vears old when he became & bare-foot boy on the banke of 
Owl ervek away hack in the early seventies. Woodson county was largely the 
scone of his growth to wmnohood’s estate and the <istrief schools furnished the 
upportmmity for hie bevhood mental training. He was not away from Kansas 
imtil hie nbeence while preparing for his profession, except for some montha, 
when he was in Nebrasku with a aurveying party re-surveying the course of the 
Missouri river. Selecting medicine for lis life werk he began bis preparation 
by a course of reading with his. brother in Neosho Falls, He entered the 
Louisville Medical eollege in US880 and, barring one year spent in Kentucky 
tesehing eountey school, he was in centinuons attendance till the year 1884 
when he graduated. Tle opened an office in Buftalo, Kansas, where ho built up 
a large and desirable practice, ostablished a wide reputation for personal and 
professional jntegrity and where he yet holds valuable real estate interests 
in farm lands of the Buffalo areek valley. In January, 1900, the doctor was 
ordered to Kansas City, Kanaas, to take charge of the office of head physician 
of the Modern Woodmen to which he had been appointed to succeed the late 
Dr. Hibben, His district embraces Kansas and Oklahoma and remained so 
till the meoting of the head camp of the order m June, 1901, when each state 
was given a head physician and Dr. Jones was selected for Nangar. 

In his political beliefs Dr. Jones is a Democrat. He inherited the inclina- 
tion toward this historic oll party from the place of his birtl and from a long 
line of Democratic ancestors of te Jefferson and Jackson schools, When the 
period of political reformation started in Kansas he affiliated with the new 
tnoverment and was elected coroner of Wilson vounty twiee. In March, 1894, 
he was appointed a member of the state board of health which organized for 
the effective fighting of a contagious disease then prevalent in the state but 
could not vet the state funds avnilable for that pubpose—owing to a political 
move—and he recigned the next your. ‘The doctor was a member of the United 
States Board of Examingrs of Physicians and Surgeons for four years and 
fraternalizes aa a suember of the county and alate medical societivs. He wus 
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president of the beard of education of Buffalo, Nanaas, for several years and 73 
ane of the prominent fraternity men of the state. He isa Mason: Blue Lodge, 
No. 144, Yates Center; Neosho Chapter No. 50, R. A. AL, at the same place; 
Ab Del Kader conumandery, Fredonia; LaFayette Lodge of Perfection No. 10, 
Kansas City, Kaneas: and bolungs to Caswell Consistory No. 6. In Odd Fel- 
lowebip he isa member of Tola lodge, He isa Knight of Pythias and a mem- 
her of the drmainatic order of Knights of Khorassan. He isa Royal Neighbor as 
well az a Woodman, belonging to the Modern Brotherhood of America, and to 
the Royal Mystic Legion of America at Kansas City, Kansas. The Knights 
ind Ladios of Security holds him as a member and the Elks have recently 
quulified lim ae one of them in lela He is a past grand of the Odd Follows 
and # past chancellor of the Kajights of Pythins, 

December 24, 1shd. Dr. Janes was married to Miss Kizzie Hall, a daugh- 
tweol Mra. Mirande Hall, of Kentucky, Two ebildren were born of this union, 
vie: Uraee, who chod in 1895 at the age of eight years, and Pansy V- 

While Dr, Jonce’ time is taken up largely with his official duties as head 
pPhvaiciin he is please! to devote himself to the general practice of medivine 
in lola and viemity and renders couneil and advice when ever his professional 
acrvices con he consistently applied, An experience of vears over a wie range 
of diagnoses, where professional skill alone eounts all, bas equipped bin vo 
hecone an eminent disciple uf the regular sehool of medicine, 


JOUN GARDNER MORSE—The well known farmer whose dame lends 
(his article is a son of the early settler of Guilford township, Wilsou county, 
Samuel Morse, whose life recerd is briefly set oul in the sketeh of WK, 
Morse in this yolame. He was born m Cleveland, Ohio, December 7, 1845, Inth 
was brought up in the erty of Milwaukee, Wiseonsin, mm whieh place Le was 
avhovled and took the liret steps toward the alfairs of life. Tle chose railroad- 
ing for uw liviihood and at just past eighteen years he went into the Chicage sand 
Northwestern shops at Chicuyo am! took the lirst lessons toward becoming a 
riilroud engineer, Before he wis of age he lad passed through the preparatory 
stuge and had charge of an engine on the road. From this company he went to 
the Burlington and Missouri River system, having a run between Burlington 
wud Ottumwa, Granulation of the eyelids was contracted and the troable 
caused his suparahen from mailroad work. Ue came to Wilson county, tu 1876, 
und joined the family on Crooked creck where he has sinee been engaged suc- 
vestfnlly in farming, He is the owner of three lunedred and eizhty acres of 
farm and pasture, unproved and fertile and situated on the bluff and bottom. 
In 1896 the Forest Oi] company began prospecting for oil and gas on lis tract 
ind found both in paying quantities, ‘lwo oil wells were drilled and shot, show- 
ine a vield of from twenty-five to thirty barrels of petrolewin daily while they 
were operated, 

April 15, 1879. Mr, Morse was married to Tsarelda Dayis, a daughter of A, 
J. Davis, of Rest, Kansas. Mr. Davis came to Kansas from Salem, Indiana, 
about ISTO and at first engaged in blacksmithing but of late vears has been 
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exclusively a farmer and stock man, The children of Mr. and Mrs. Morse are: 
William T’., Ruth. Bonnie, Josophine and Hazel. 

Mr, Morse has served his townehip two terms ae trnetee where ho aequitted 
hinisell with erodit. He takes little or to interest in political frave beyond 
the yoling stage and is what te termed “a free lance.” 


GEORGE H, AN'THONY—Well known among the citizens of Wilson 
county and settlers of Cedar and Guilford townships is George H. Anthony of 
this personal notice, He has been oi Kansas since 18—, when he settled on the 
Verdigeis river in Greenwood county, at Greenwood Springs, now Quincy. THe 
remained there only a fow vears, coming into Wilson county then, in 18— and 
suttline northwest of Altoona, in Cedar townehip, being a farmer there identi- 
fied with that municipality till 1838— when he porchased his present Verdigris 
farm newr the south edge of Gaulford township. 

On the — of ————— 183— Mr. Anthony was born tm Ripley county, 
Indiana. Tis father was a pioneer to that county. where he hewed a farm out 
of “the woods” upon which he reared hie small family of children and where 
he died in 1S— at the age of —————— wears. He was horn tm the state of 


—————-anl was warriad te Miss ———————— wha hore him... ......4-, 
ehililren. When widewed by the death of her hushamd she married 
ry whom she has a son ol. 2.2. 2.22 ee. now a Methodist mintes- 


ler in Baldwin, Kansas, and with whom she pales her heme, 

Nrom carly in jis “teens George H. Anthony hae faced the stern realities 
al life. He shifted about from place to place, in Indiana and [limos, working 
vt any honorable ocenpation and acquiring little knowledge of the Engleh 
branches necessary to a good common school training. In 1k he enlisted in 
the [nim army, joining Company — ——reginient of infantry under Col. 
———— The regiment was a part of the troops operating along the Mis- 
sissippi fro the final capture of Vieksburg. Tt was finally transferred down the 
river and disembarked below the city, where it formed a part of Gen. Grant's 
great army of advance on the histeric Rebel stronghold. Ma. Anthony took 
part in the battles of Raymond, Champion Thills, Big Black River Bridge and 
in the advance op the city, In this latter be was shot throngh tho left knee 
While on picket and was eo badly wounded as to be put owt of the service att 
one. He retarned home in time and hed not recovered from his injury when 
the wur closed, being woable to join the delegation hound to Indionapolis to 
welcome his comrades home trom the field. Whon he finally became able to 
take wp the thread of civil life be engaged in farming, ae a periment biainess, 
tuxwther with the handling of stock ond was so identified till his departure foe 
the prairies of Kansas, Tle come by vail to ..-....-.... and drove over inte 
Gramwood county. his early but brief home before mentioned, Hie life in 
Wilson county, os a larmer, has been parallel to that of a thonsand others; 
work, work, work. THis ambition has not been the accumulation of great wealth 
but the acquiring of a modest comfortable home and the rearing of an honorable 
aut industrious family. 
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Outhe ..of ....ee.. 186... Mr. Anthony was marri«l to Miss ........ 
Put akad . at daughter of oo... 06... c ee eee eee.) Mors. Anthony was born in 
ent a leat COUNEY, cee eeeeeeecees OM LBM... aml is the mother of ......., 
vhililren, as follows: William, of the state of ........: Florence, wife of 
Sadat .»+ Dunbar, of ....,...: Mdward, who married .......... Lemert; 
Allie, wife af PF. L. Travis, and Harry, 

In his political relations Mr. Anthony has had a varied experience. His 
luther was an Abolitionist and was cleeted justice of the peace as euch for 
a (lozen years when he wae the only member of that part of the township for 
nuiny years. On subject heeanie a Republican on the issue of slavery and 
reniained a factor of thay party till early in the seventies when, after mature 
study aml rfleation upon political conditions and questions of the time he 
heme uw follower of Peter Cooper and was one of the first Greenbackers in 
Wilean county. He laws vigorously opposed the Republicans at every etep for 
the past thirty yoars and since the era of political reform in Kansas, has been 
lined up with the Peoples Party movement. He hae been one of the leaders of 
Nis cause Ih Wilson county and is proud of the fatth that is in him, Ie ta 
vifted of speech, haying a ready, forcefol and eonyineing delivery in his pul- 
he addresses. Elis fund of information regardin natblie questions is “p- 
parently ineshaustable and his storehonse of political truths appalls the novice 
in political debates, 


JOHN MeLAREN—The death of Joho MeLaren, Deeember 17, 1891, 
removed from the community of Wilson county one of her substantial, worthy 
and honored pioneers, THis life within ite confines was an open book known 
und read of all men with every page. illuminated with the virtues of conrage, 
truth and right. He was a rare type of the deeply moral and religious man 
Whose example served us an inspiration to his fellow men and whose private lite 
reflects the spiritual convietion he himself felt While his death occurred =t 
but little past middle agy-—he being just past fifty-two—he had accomplished 
mwoch mere jn that time than the average of successful men and left his family 
in the enjoyment af an estate which stands as a monument to his industry and 
foresight. 

Mr. MeLaren was hern in the highlands of Scotland September 6, 1839, 
and was a son of Colon MeLaren who located, coming to the Tnited States, in 
southern Ulineis where he was a coal miner and was aceidentally killed not 
lang alter ne eetting in his new home. ‘The latter left four suns to eare for 
the widow and perpetuate the family name, as follows: John, Laughlin, 
Cnlen D. and Hugh, the first three of whom beeame residents of Wilson county, 
Kansas. John acquired an education in the common schools and taught for 
awhile when a young man. He was ten years old when his parents emigrated 
from their Seotch home and took up their residence in Randolph county, 
Illinois, and at this age he readily imbibed the American spirit and the man- 
hers and customs of his adopted home . In 1862 he enlisted in Company G, 
S(ith Tllineis and in the capacity of a common soldier gave three of the best 
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years to the service of his country, Among the ougagements in which he 
participated were those of Nashville and Lookout Mountain. We was taken 
prisoner with his regiment at some point in ‘Tennessee but was afterward 
paroled and re-entered the service, remaining till the clase of the war. 

Beginning civil life Mr. MeLaren did so on secant weans. After hie 
inothar’s death he dame inte possession of a small legacy from land which she 
had tuken op at twelve and one-half cents per acre which affarded the moans of 
aking a modest attempt) at farming in Mlineis, He was married on the 2sth 
day of Nebruary, 1807, to Miss Julia A. Botton, a daughter of Like and Aliqw 
(Hihbbet) Botton, English people who came to the United States and were 
early settlers in Randolph county, Tlineis. and died there; the father in 1806 
and the mother io 1859, The children were; Mrs, McLaren, born August: 
27, 1846; Matilda, wife of t——— Read. of South Dakota: James, who died 
at Citron, Alabama; and Twe, who died and left a daughter, Mrs, Taylor, new 
of ——————— Ualifornia, 

fn 1867, the vear they were married, Mr, and Mrs. MeLaren came to 
Kanéas and spent two years just weet of Humboldt two miles where they te 
mained till March, 1869, when they came down into Wilson county, with the 
proceeds of the sale of their new farm, and seleeted a location on the Vedngris 
river in Guilford township about four miles northwest of Altoona, Here Mr 
MeLaren purchased a tract of land and entered from the government an ad- 
joining tract, which pieces he made into one of the handsome and productive 
farms of Wilson county. EHfere he carried on his farm and stock interests for 
twenty-two years and developed steadily and surely the plan of home-building 
which wre his ideal and which murke the seene of his late achievements as one 
of the attractive spots on the surface of Wilson county. Aided and encouraged 
ly a devoted wife and dutiful aud appreciative children he was content in the 
performance of his labor of love and when grim messenger came it found him 
as it were in the harness, intent on the plains and purposes of lis life. Te died 
in the faith by which he had lived and with the confident assurance of a re- 
ward beyond. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs, MeLaren ave: Mrs. Alice Thomas; Mary, 
Law and Nellie MeLaren. In his politien! views our subject was a Republican 
und while he took little active interest in purty matters lie kept himself 
informand on the daininant issave and could always givea reason for the faith 
that was in him. Mrom the age of seventeen years he was a christian and he 
ane w member of the Altoonn Conygroyational vhoreh. of which le was 9n 
wider. 


BERTRAM LOETHER—Amonge the well known residents of Fredonia 
and au old setiler of Wilson county is Bertram locther. the subject of this 
personal eketch. Te was at pioneer to Kansas. coming to the state in 1866 and 
residing in Cherokee county till the fall of 1870 when he brought his family 
fo Wilson county and established himself in ———————— lownehip, He en- 
gaged in farming at once and passed throngh the hardships and privations of 
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the trying years of the early seventies wilh experiences parallel te those of 
many of his neighbors and other eetilers engaged in similar pursuits. He wae 
inh faire arenumistunees foe his day when he caet his lot with Wileon county bat 
like some others. he met misfortine by the way and saw the savings of ben 
years fade mway and disnppear, Diecournged but oof disheartened he stuck 
ty (he firm, recupernted his losses, gatned financial independence and ie new 
the owner of a half section of fertile, nepraved and valuable land, one of the 
(esiruble ustates of Wilson connty. 

Bertram Loether was born in Prussia, German Bopire, near the town of 
Steinbarg, January 1, 1882. Ais father was Gottlieh Loether and his mother’s 
maiden name was Louise Boese. The parents had seven children of whieh 
ntinber Bethram is the only one in America, In 1855 he sel out from Ham- 
borg for the Dnited States, taking a sailing veasel from Liverpool, Enyland, 
and being thirty-throw days in crossing the broad Athintie. THe passed throagh 
the once-fanous taetle Garden at New York and procended to Baltimore, 
where ho employed honselt at whatever came in hie way. In 1856 he went to 
Suuk county, Wisconein, where he purchased a emall farm fer one thonewnd 
dollars, cultivated if ten yours and gold it for double the price and brought 
the proceeds of the sale to Kinsas. Hoe wae one of the firet settlers in Cherokee 
county where his tavorite ecenpation emploved hin for about four years prior 
to bis advent to Wilson dmunty, Fle came to Center township in LS— and con- 
(lucted the affairs of his farm till T8092 when he retired to Fredonia where be 
is in the enjoyment of the seeety of bis family and his frienrls. 

In May, 1854. Mr. Loether marriet Coneordia Barehe, of Baltimore, 
Maryland. His wife was born in Germany in 1834 and is the mother of eight 
children, as follows: Edwin, a farmer of Wilson county. is married to Tina 
Schrader and has five vhildren, viz: Bertram, Lyman, Lina, Lula and Archiv; 
Lluine, our subjects seoond child, resides in Pratt oounty, Kansas, and ts mar- 
rial te Amelia Nowman and is the lather of Charles, Minnie, Kroue, Willie, 
dewasedl, Herbert, [nssie: Huge is the third ehild and is familiarly knows ax 
“Hoole” Loether, the popular livery and bus man of Fredonia, Tugo wae born 
on the 28th day of Fehruwry, 1800, has heon in tis favorite business in the 
county seat for nearly cighteon years and las farming intervsts as well. He ts 
in partnership with a brother, Otte, in his his business affairs, is a Republican 
in politics and js single; Gustave. the fourth san, resides in Fredonia, was horn 
in Sank county, Wisconsin, Jannary 28, 1362. He has grown up in Wilkon 
county, was educated im its public schoole and on the 23 day of March, 1890, 
was married toa May Rater and has three children, namely: Ethel, Vera and 
Arlene, May (Rader) Locther was born in Donglas county, Dlinnis, Augist 
2, IS72, and is a daughter of J. W. Rader who married Rachel Helm and was 
the father of four children. “(hus Loether is a enceessful farmer and business 
man, has served two termes as treasurer of Center township and represents the 
Tage wire fence people in Wilzon county; Arthur, the fifth chile of our subject, 
is a farmer of Fall River, Kanaas, and is marricd to Mra. Josie Bell—two 
children, Herbert and Cordie: Otte Locther of Loether Brothers, livery; Clara, 
formerly a teacher in the public schools of Wilson county, and a graduate of 
the Central Normal college at Great Bend, Kansas, at home. 
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Bertram Loether has passed an active and useful lite, Tis large family 
have crown up to become useful and honorable men and women, thus imitating 
the example of their werthy parents. ‘The father is a Blue Lodge, Chapter and 
Commanrlery Mase and m polities yotes the Republican ticket, 


OWEN A, EVANS—One of the central figures in the conduet of the 
business of the Kansas oil field is the vice president, treasurer, and general 
manager of the Prairie Oi and Gaz company, Owen A. Evans, of Neodesha. 
The tliscovery of of by W. FL. Mills, in 1892, under the property of 'T. JJ, 
Norman on the bunk of the Verdigrie river near the eastern limite of Neo- 
desha marked the begioning of the Sorsfenarieit ef a new and important odus 
try m Kansas. Its importance diverted the attention of the otf men of the 
east toward the prairies of the west and caused a reviaion of their opinions. as 
to the “oil region” being und lying hetween the head waters of the Ohio river 
and the southern point of Lake Michigan. Oil, hke corn, “is king,” and when 
Mr. Mille read the listory of his dizcoveries in Kansas oil, men in his Penn- 
eylvunia audience wero interested. The prowinent democratic politician of 
that state, J. M. Guilty, headed a enmpany composed of Guffy, Galey and Mills, 
and hegan the initial work of aequiring a leyal right to prospect for oil i 
Kansas, leases were taken over Chantauqua, Elk, Montgomery. Greenwood, 
Wilson, Neosho, Woodson, Allen, Bourbon and Tiann counties, in which lield 
two hundred and sixty wells have been drilled (January L, 1901), developing 
it swliciently to indicate its value as an oil and gas producing district. ‘The 
success OF this conmpany led to the introduction into Kansas of another com- 
pany bent on haying not only a haid in the work of development here, but « 
shure in ils ultimate profits also. The Forest Oil company, organized and in- 
corporated under the laws of Pennaylvania this company purchased the holil- 
ings of the pioneer company of Kangas and continued the work of develop- 
ment, The Forest Oil company of Kanens in turn sold tts interests to the 
Prairie Oi] and Gas company, December 31, 1900—W. J. Young, of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, president—which company is carrying on the work of developing 
the field and ys stoving Kansas native erude oil. 

Having wavered briefly the history of the development of the Kansas oil 
field it is the purpose of this article to deal with one of the promoters of vil 
interests in behalf of the present owners of the Neodesha fleld. The gener! 
manager of the Prairie Hi) and Gas company, Owen A, Evans, was born near 
Utica, Oneida county, New Yark, and is a gentleman trained by years of ox- 
perienee to the production and transportation of arude oil. He began his 
carcer in a humble position m the oil fields of the Keystone state and bias 
fairly won. by faithful application, his present position of active chief of one 
of the large prodacing oil concerns in the Kansas field. Following a rather 
brict cogeresacitil carver he engaged im the production and transportation of 
ernde oi! m barrels before the general pipe line system was established to rvu- 
mote points, Beginning his career in the oil business at Petrolewm Center 
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his experience covers the most prolifie wil and gas field of Pennsylvania, in- 
cluding Shamburg, Pleasantville, Fagundue, Petrolia, Bradford, Cherry Grove, 
Kane. Washington and the famous MeDonald oil field, In connection with 
the varied line of experiendes in the work he has familiarized himself so thor 
oughly with the detail of developing, producing and pipe line work that he 
assumes the duties of his present responsible position with much ease. 

The Prairie OF) andl Gas company is ineerporated under the Kansas laws 
and its officers are W..). Young. president: 0. A, Evans, vice president, manager 
and treasurer; R. W. Cununins, sceretary, and &. ‘I. Patterson, assistant 
searetary. As above stated it is the auecessor of the Troy mud Forest OF com- 
panies and up to July, 1902, the sundry companies have drilled three hundred 
uni seventy-five wells, now controlled by the suecessor company. Extensive 
preparations are bemg inde to handle the eride oil produced in the Chanute 
field, An iron storage tink with o cupucity of thirty-seven thousand barrels 
has been erected in Chanute, on the line of the M. K. & T. and Santa Fe rail- 
ways, and pipe lines wre constructed out through the developed field from the 
storage tank, through which the output of the wells is delivered to the great: 
reservoir, A line from (lw Chanute field to Neodesha for the transportation of 
erude oil to the refinery for distillation 1s a probability. The Pratrie Oi and 
(as Gunpany have a number af pas welle and are supplying gas to several 
towne, ineluding Neodeshu, Parsons, Renediet, Thayer and Butfalo. O. A. 
Evans und Wo 4. Younes own the Buffalo plant and Evans, Young and Sperry 
have the franchise and plant at Thayer, Kansas The Standard Oil company 
uf Kansas operates a refinery at Neodesha and purchases the erude oil for 
distiflation, Aside from the Kansas fielil considerable erude oil is shippad 
rrom the Osage Nation, Oklahoma and the Indian Territory and several 
points in Kansas for distillation. The Standard Oil company of Kansas is 
now doubling the enpacity of its retinery to the extent of putting in two more 
ore stills and condensers. 

Mr. Hyans is a Free Mazon and belongs to Milnor Lodge No. 287; Valley 
ol Pittsburg Consistory, 32 degrees; Jacques De Moloy Commandery, No. 3, 
K. T., of Washington, Pennsylvania, and Syria ‘Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, To polities Mr. Evans is Republican, and while 
without aspirations or ninbition Iimeself he is pleased with sweeping vietories 
Tor the party. 


GEO. WM. COLAW—The birth place of the sabject of this sketch was 
MeLean county, Tlinois, and the dute January 23, 1866, Hie parents were 5, 
W. and Martha (Sauvage) Colaw, pioneers to Illinois and people who followed 
the laborious and honorable work of the farm. They came to Wilson county 
ten years after the outbreak of the civil war and passed the remainder of their 
lives here. Their history is more fully set out in the sketeh of A. K, Colaw, 
in this work, The common sehools were responsibly for the educational equip- 
ment of G. M. Coluw and when he had concluded his career as a pupil he aided 
his father in farming, shipping stock and the like. He counted himeelf a far- 
nier till 18— and in that time he learned that success comes only as a result 
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of persistent and well directed effort. January 1, 1901, he purchased the 
business of James F. Gunby at Buffalo, as a partner in the above named 
firm. He gave up merchandising late in 1901 and engaged in buying stock, 

Mr, Colaw was married January 26, 1887, to Miss Winnie Green, an 
Indiana lady and a daughter ot J. H. and Ellen Green, now residents cf 
Buffalo. Two children have resulied from this union: Martha Ellen, who 
died at five years, and Naomi G. 

Mr. and Mrs. Colaw have been active members of the M, E. church for 
some years in which he is a trustee. He has passed all the chairs of local Odd 
Fellowship, including delegate to the grand lodge, and is a Knight of Pythias 
and a Modern Woodman. In strict party politics he sympathizes with the 
Democrats but In local affairs is largely inclined to be liberal with his ballot. 





ROBERT NELSON RICHARDSON. 


ROBERT NELSON RICHARDSON—The banking house occupies, in 
the world of business, a conspicuous and important position in its relation to 
the public—conspicuous as a depository of the people’s money and as a bar- 
ometer of commercial conditions and important as a safeguard against prodi- 
gality and a guaranty of the security of its trusts. That institutions af this 
character may maintain inviolate their claim to absolute stability it is of the 
greatest importance that their business managers should be persons of known 
integrity and recognized ability. No institution establishes that serene con- 
fidence in a community so effectually and maintains it so firmly as a sound and 
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successful bank dod nuthing so eruelly saps public confidence and disturbs bus 
iness as the “failure” of u bank. Long residence, known financial independence 
and business inteyrity are qualihes whieh contrubute much toward the ideal 
bank officer and where these attrilhutes exist as in the person of the president 
of the Citizens’ Bank of Altoona, KR. N. Richardson, it goers without saying that 
the institution is 4 fmancial success. It is sixteen vears since Mr. Richardson 
became connected with the business of banking but im that time he has given 
the Citizens Bank of Altoona » service which cannot be measured in dollars 
and vents, Two years after ita organization he was made its cashier and nine 
years later was chosen to ite presidency, and during its entire existence he has 
heen on its board of directors, 

Roherl Nelson Richardson wae bern in Harrison county, now West Vir- 
winia, August 26, 1859. lis futher is William HL. Richardson, born in Charles 
wounty, Marviand, January 1, 1817, and his mother, before marriage, was 
Mlizabeth E. Sandy, a native of Virginia. His ancestors on both sides were 
Virginians and Marylanders, both grandfathers, James Kichardson and Wil- 
liam Shandy, being soldiers in the war of 1812, and the families being among 
the early Colonial settlers. Mr. Richardson’s father is stall living, hale and 
hearty at the age of cighty-seven, He was, in carly life a farmer and before the 
lays of yailroads a freighter, He was too old for enlistment during the etvil 
war bat was a sympathizer with the cause of the Union, freighted supplies for 
the Federal government and served for a time in the Virginia home guard, 
taking pert in the fight at Fairmount, Virginia, in 1S—. He came to Kansas 
i 1881 now making bis home with his sons in this state. Ue has been tor 
many years a member of the Congregational church as was also his wife who 
(lied ib 1894 al the age of seventy-seven. 

Robert Nelson Richardson was the eldest of a faanily of five children born 
to William HL. and Elizabeth Richardson, the others being Imily Q., who was 
inurried ty Robert Cumingham, aod died in Wilson coanty. Kansas, in 1877; 
Alva P., the druggist of Altoona: Marshall E., general manager of the Cher- 
ryvale brick plant, Cherryvale, Kansas, and Louisa, wife of Peter Lowen, of 
Omaha. Nebraska, 

Robert Nelson Richardson was raised on a tari and received but ordi- 
nary educational advantages. On December 16, 1855, he was united in mar- 
riage with Margaret L. Crim, a sehoolmute, and a daughter of John and Rath 
Crim who were natives of West Virgimia and who died. the father in 1856, and 
the mother in 1868. On the 16th of Angust. 1862, Mr. Richardson entered the 
Union army enlisting in Company H, Captain Henry M. Tee, 14th Weet Vir- 
yinia volunteer mfantry with which he did considerable skirmishing and out- 
post duty daring the first mouths of his service raiding back and forth across 
the line of the two Virginiae where the Federal forces were chiefly employed in 
checking the operations of the Confederates and m destroying property belong- 
ing to them or whieh might become serviceable io them by falling into thei 
hands. Tho firet fight of any consequence in which he teok part wae that at 
Cloyd’s Mountain on the East Tennessee und Virginia railroad, Muy 9, 1864. 
Later his command dropped down to Lynchburg where on June 17, and 18, 
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184, st met the Confederates under “Stonewall” Jackson and fonght one of 
the severest engagements of the war. linmediately following this the 14th 
with the rest of the division was put on a forced march returning to the upper 
country in which it was made to cover a distanwe of a hundred and seventy-five 
miles without receiving a single allowance of rations (being cul off from the 
supply train) and in mountanous and sparsely settled regions where foraging 
was impossible. ‘lhe fourth day of the amarch while crossing Big and Little 
Swell Mountains, Mr. Richardson sprained a musely in his lee from which he 
saffered a great deal but continued in active service up to the fight at Carter's 
Farm near Winchester where July 20, 1864, he received a wound from which 
he is still a sufferer. A musket ball struck the tibia of his left leg two inches 
below the knee and removed two inches of that bone. He was placed in a 
hogpital newer Cumberland, Maryland, July 24. 1864, and remained there till 
May 12, 1865, at which time he was discharged trom the servier. 

While at home on furlough and before his discharge from the army Mr. 
Richardson's friends elected him constable and as soon as he was discharged, 
while still on crutches, he assumer the duties of the office, In the fall of 1864 
he was elected assessor for the west half of Mavion county, West Virginia, and 
discharged the duties of this office for two years: was also deputy post master 
ut Mannington some six or cight months, In 1869 he moved to Hancock coun- 
ty, Ilinolé, where he engaged in the boot and shoe business at Elviston for two 
years. Then in February, 187] he came to Kansas and settled in Wilson 
county, buying the northwest quarter of seetion 3-29-16, on which he located 
and where he lived till 1899 when he mayed to Altoona, Tt will not be neces- 
sary to say of Mr, Richardson as one of the early settlers of Wilson county that 
he underwent the hardahips and privations of those early years. The date of 
his settling here and the fact that le has resided here for the last thirty-one 
years coupled with the further fact that he was a crippled ex-Federal soldier 
with very limited means would imply all of that, Perhaps when so many 
were selling out and returning eust he would haye done so to if he had lad 
the means, but he did not. and. us all is well that ends well, it is just as well 
for him that he did not, His deeded quarter has expanded mto a farm of four 
hundred acres which is now well improved and is one of the really valuable 
farme of Cedar township, besidce which he owns a huaidred and fifty acres ad- 
joining the townsite of Altoonn and hue good paying investments in other 
enterprises. While Mr. Richardson has always been a plam man of business 
he has vevertholess been before the public in some capacity or other almost all 
lis life. He was two terins jostice of the peace of his township: has been a 
notary public for twenky years; cried sales in Wilson county for ten yeara, andl 
performed the same service in Hancock county, Illinois, and Manon county, 
Weat Virginia ; was post muster at Altoona for two sears and a half, being sneh 
when that office was made a money order office and issued the first money 
order from the same, and was chairman of the Republican central committee 
of Wilson vounty in 1898-9. He ie a Mason and hae filled all the positions 
in the Blue Lodge and has represented his lodge in the grand lodge many times, 
Fle ia & momber, as is also his wife, of the Cumberland Presbyterian church of 
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whieh he hae been wn ¢lder for a quarter of a century, and has attended the 
Kansas Presbytery a munber of times and has been sent as a delegate to the 
(reneral Assembly, 

Mv. and Mrs, Richardson wre the parents of one daughter and five sons. 
Zerilda A,. wile of C.D. Connell of Wilson county, whose only child is Leslie 
D.. Mrwin Elsworth Richardson, of Victor, California; Arthur Monroe Rich- 
ardson, eashier of the Citivens Bank of Altoona, who married Rheda Adams 
Hil has one child, Trudie: Gordon B. Richardson, of Wilson county, who mar- 
Hed Georwia Malone, and has four ehildren, Wyekliff, Muwalie, Bryce and Mar- 
gvaret; Melvin T. Richardson, of Victor. California, who married Della Watts, 
and has one child, Bermee, and Walter William Richardson who also resides 
at Vietor, California, and is mmarried. Four of the above sons ure Master 
Masons and all of them are men of moral, upright character, strict, sobriety and 
recopninal intesrity. 

Tho foregoing is in brief the life reeerd of one who hae had an excep- 
tionally netive, varied and successful career and who while profiting well by his 
long residence and arduous labors in the county, atill has filled to the full, 
the measure of a good citizen. 


OBCAL RETTMAN N—One of the leading business men of Altoona is the 
junior momber of the mereantile firm of Ball & Rettoran, Osear Rettman. A 
Kansan by birth he was born in Wilson county, June 22, 1874, and isa son of 
Charles A. and Theresa (Tetkie) Rettmaun, both parents bemg of German 
birth. They were married in Laporte county, Indiana, to which the father 
emigrated in 1863 and from where he removed to Linn county, Kansas, in 
1867. Te resided in the latter county till 1868 when he came to Wilson county 
and entered a claim, hought another, and began the tmitial strokes at the di- 
Velopment of & Kanes farm. Tis prosperity came gradually and before lis 
death, Seplaaber 3, L893, he owned a half section, well improved aud pro- 
ductive. The parents were honorable and industrious Christinn people and 
feared their six suryiving children to lives of usefulness and ta become repre- 
centutive men and women. The children are William J., of Benedict: Charles 
A., deveased ab cight years; Henry C.. at the old home; Frederick W., of 
Alloona, a master of the gospel; Osuar: HKya L., wife of W. 1. Gillett, of 
Wilson county: and Aina. a leaf mute, who resides with her mother at the 
‘homestead, 

Oscar Retimann was reared a farmer, He attended the district school and 
waquired an education sufficient to tuke him through life with independence 
and with sueeess. When he left the farm it was with the intention of becom- 
wig a mechanic and he began learning the blacksmith’s trade in Altoona, He 
worked one and « half years with his tutor. J. H. Ditto, and abandoned the 
trade when the opportunity came to enler the mercantile business nnder such 
favorable circumstances, The firm began business in 1899 and has enjoyed 
uninterrupted prosperity, Mr, Rettmann is unstintedly proclaimed one of the 
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Abeluntial and reliable young men of Altoona, His connection with town 
inatters is well known and honorable and when something of worth and import- 
ance to his town and county needs to be done le can be counted upon to help 
do it, He is a Modern Woodman, an A. O, CU, W., and in political contests 
votes with the Deimoorats. 





ORRIN O. COLAW—The subject of this review represents one of the 
younger element of the lmsiness men of Wilson county, and is the proprietor 
of a leading drug business of Altoona, Te is a native of the county in which 
he lives, being born January 7, 1878, Ie ls a son of Benjamin and Matilda 
(Savage) Colaw, native of Virginia and Dlinois, respectively. These parents 
were among the early settlors of Wilson county. eoming to it in 1871 and find- 
ing it in almost its wild and natural stute, hey purehised a farm of ane- 
fourth of a section in Colfax township mid as their financial condilion would 
permit, increased its area by other purchases till the farm assumed the natire 
ofa ranch more than a farm and contaimed six hundred acres of land, The 
fathey came to be recognized us one of the foremost stock aud grain raisers of 
the county and his sucess in life was due do his tireless energy and the pluck 
and tenacity of himself and his worthy companion. He died October 38, 1808, 
at the age of filty-five years. Ilis wife died in 1885, at the aye of thirty-six 
years, both he and she bemg active monbers of the Methodist ehareh, 

Orric ©, Colaw is one of a faquily of seven children, He was educated 
11 the public eehouls of his county and, later, in the Kansas state normal sehool 
at Hmporia. His first work was in the echool room where he lnbored in the 
cause of public edueation for three years. Tle then want to Chicago to enter 
upon his preparation for his life work—that of a druggist, Tle became a 
student in the school of pharmacy of the Northwestern wntversity and finished 
his course with the class of 1899. After graduation he returned to Altoona 
and eniuweed in business. TTis stouk is complete with druggists’ sundries, 
druge, paints, oils, ete, and his success has been ample to Justify hie efficient 
equipment for the work, ) 

Mr. Colaw was married September 14, 1899, to Miss Dora E. Richmond, 
# native Wilson county lady and the duughter of William and Emma Rich- 
mond, of whore four children Mrs. Colaw is the voungest, viz., Aura, wile of 
J. C, Thorn, of Wilson county; Orin, » farmer of this county: Joseph, who 
died at twenty-three, and Dora EL, who is her husband’s valuable aid in his 
etore. 

Mr. Colaw is a member of the Masonic order, and is clerk of the Modern 
Woodmen, In polities he is a Democrat. He has been on the Altoona connetl 
two terms. 

L. L. JONES, M, D—Although « Welchinan by nativity Dr, L. L, 
Jones is by education and training a thorough American, having been brought 
henee by his parents in his infaney. He was born Noyember 28, 1871, and 1¢ 
a son of John M. Jones, of Iola, Kansas, » tuilor, who crossed the Atlantic fo 
the ITnited States the same vear his son, our aubject, was born, He was him- 
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self born in 1842 and was married to Miss Mary Jones, an orphan lady, and 
upon their arrival in this country they settled in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
wher Mr. Jones was engaged in one of the large tailoring establishments as a 
cotter. A year lar he went to Madison, Wisconsin, where he did a like service 
for two years, then to Kankakee, Tllinots, and later on to Martina, Llinois, 
where he engaged in business for himself. After some years spent in this 
place he removed to Indiana where, at Fowler. he established a bosiness and 
continued to reside nine years, going to Hulchineon, Kansas, and being identi- 
fied with that city some fourteen years. He then returned to Battle Creek, 
Michigan where he was employed as an instructor in one of the industrial 
departments of the Battle Creek college. In that institution he remained two 
yeare going thence to his present location, in the metropolis of the gas helt of 
Vansas. 

The family of Mr, and Mrs, J, M, Jones comprises six children, as follows. 
Peter, of Lola; Dr. L. Le; Arthur, a farmer of Allen county, Kanaas; Olive, 
» trained norse, who completed w course in the Battle Creek Sanitarinm and is 
a lady of much musical talent; Rachuel, and Hugh. 

Dr. Jones was eduented in Battle Creck, Michigan, and in Union college, 
Liovolu,*Nebraska, where he completed a literary course. He spent lwo years, 
following his graduation, in the sanitarinm at Battle Creek, Michigan. He 
took o course in the Nashville university, graduating in 1809. Prior to his 
entrance to medioa! college he practiced under a preceptor, Dr. W. M. Mason, 
at Hagel, Kentuelky, and thus gained a valuable experience in the field which 
was a great aid in his professional work at school. His first practice after 
graduation was at Crossland, Kentucky, with Dr. W. H. Mason, son of his 
first preceptor. He remained with him one vear when he came to Kansas and 
lecate! in Altoona, reaching here in June, 1900, His professional qualifica- 
liens and his social and manly nature haye commended him to the people of 
Wilson county and his thine here has been well occupied in reheving the sick 
and the suffering, He is a member of the Southeastern Kansas Medical asso- 
elation and belonged to the West Tennessee Mecical association. He has 
done some correspondence for medical journals and is recognized as one thor- 
oughly well versed aud equipped for the honorable profession which he 
represents. 

Dr, Jones is a member of cach of the insurance orders, the Modern 
Woodmen, and the Royal Neighhors, for each of which he is the local examiner. 
In luis political faith he is an adherent of Democracy and m his religious ten- 
dencies he worships with the Adventist sect. In personal appearance he ia dis 
tinguished and commanding and m his intellectual attainments he is echolarly. 
His greatest achievements are before him aud, without providential hindrance, 
he if a man marker to distinguish himself and do mueh credit to the medical 
profession. 


RICHARD 8S. FISK—One of the worthy pioneer settlers of Wilson coun- 
ty who is now living in retirement in Altoona, after a life of activity upon 
the farm. is Richard 8. Fisk, of this review. Te came to Kansas from Indiana 
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where, in Putiaen county. he was born September 12, 1841. THis parents were 
dames and Camalia (Clayer) Fisk, Virginia and North Carolina peopl: 
respootively, The father wae a farmer of Putnam county, to whieh he wmi- 
grated at a early day, aud was well and favorably known. He was 4 colonel 
of the state militia in the old training days bot was too far advanced in vears 
to take part in the dramacof the ewil war. Tbs wife went into the Hoosior 
state with her parents at the age of {teen vears and diod there at the ago nf 
sixty-five, She and her hushind were members of the M. BL church and died 
In the fuith, the tatler about R78 at ninety years of age, James Fisk was the 
father of eightean children, seven by his first wife, Casandet Frakes, and cleven 
by lis Inst marriage to Camalia Claver, Ol the eighteen children eleven stil! 
survive, uml uxcept three, are seatterod over different partions of the west. 

Qur subject ie the oldest of the second family of children above ceferred 
to. He had done the work of the district school and had entered an metitution 
for a three years course but the war cloud burst, and. alter three weeks of vol- 
lege life, he enteved the volunteer service of the United States on the 10th of 
May, 1861, Ue enlisted in Company IK, 16th infantry, m response to the 
first call of the president for sevunty-tive thousand mien. His regiment became 
a part of the Army of the Potomae and was ordered first to Harper's Ferry. 
Soon after cnotering the field, Mr. Fisk had the misfortune to lose his hearing 
vo such un extent as to force hie discharye from the service, Returning home 
he remained with his father till reaching lis majority when he was marries 
und started life for himself, In 1868 he migrated westward and entered a tract 
of the Osage Trust land in Wilson county, Kansas, His tract wus two hundred 
neres in Chotopa township which he improved, farmed many years and still 
owns. He led an wetive and busy life and his eareer was one of reasonable 
weonomy and practical and successful agriculture, 

December 1, 1860, Mr, Fisk married Mise Mary A. Wood, a Putuaim uoun- 
ty lady and a daughter of Williww and Lucinda. M. (Starks) Wood. Nine 
children lave been berm of this union, as follows. Mary A., wife of Charles 
W. Wolf, of Altoona, with one child, Arehie; Riehard L.. who married Wadiv 
Fuller, is stock raiser and farmer; Vonora E., wife of David IL; Kelner, of 
California, with two children, Grace and Clande; Eldora C., now Mes. Quin 
Yowell, of Wilson county, with three children, Harold, Royal and Fern; Emma 
(., who married Reuben Craner, and bas three children, Eliner, Othe antl 
Chrystal: Benj. W.. who resides on the old homestead and ie married to Bertha 
Hoy; Alina G., wife of Wm. M, Glenn, of Cherryvale, Kansas, with one child. 
Clinton: Crystal A,, wife of Bert Wilson, and Sophronia FL, wife of Wm. Max- 
well, completing the family, 

Mr. Fisk is commander of the Grand Army post in Altoona, is a member 
af the Knights and Ladies of Security and, with his wifo, is a member of the 
M. Bi. church. As citizens of an honorable community they oooupy a leading 
place in the confidence and esteem of all. 
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JOHN ADAMS—One of the hovored pioneers of Wilson county is John 
Adams of Altoona, For more than thirty years he tilly the soil of Kansas, 
and from 1871 to 191 was oveupled and engaged with the task of mukiny a 
home and thereby doing his share in the improvement and deyelopment of his 
wunty., He was born in Fountain county. Indiana, October 30, 1836, and was 
reared amid the surroundings of rural life. He was » son of Rager and Eliva- 
heth (Berkshire) Adams, the former of Deleware birth and the latter » native 
of Ohio. The father located in the Hoosier stute at the age of seventeen und 
romained im the state ever afterward, He did ut the age of eighty-six vears, 
While his wife lived to be cighty-two years of age, The tnarriage of Rager 
and Elizabeth Adams was productive of seven children, five of whom are living, 
vit., Alexander, of Colorado; John, our subject; Manily, wife of William Clif 
ton, Of Woodland, [hnois: lwouisa, wife of J. . LaPever. of Denver, Colorads, 
and Milton, of Warren county, Indiana. 

John Aduims of this sketch obluined bis education in the rural schools of 
Irulivna amd if was, therefore, limited in contrast with the advantages of today. 
Hou yrew up on a farm and accepted that calling as his life werk in his youth. 
He was married Noveruher 2, Ls57, to Miss Rachel Waldrip, a representative 
of one of the old and highly esteemed fumilies of the state, and a daughter of 
Wesley Waldrip. He had hveome fairly settled in life when the ominous war 
cloud broke wpan the country and troops were called ont in defense of the 
flaw. July 2, 1862. he enlisted in Company [, 72nd Indiana milantry but was 
taken dawn with disease alter n year’s servien nod sent to the rear. He lost the 
power of speveh entirely und wae sent home. T! pon his recovery be was or- 
deral ta Washington, 1. O., ond served there on guard and picket duty for 
some time in 183 te the end of tis enlistment. After his discharge in July, 
1865 he returned heme and resume) farming, rematming in his native state 
till the fall of 1871 when, as previously stated herein, he came west and estab- 
lished his home m Wilson county. ‘Che peaple af Kansae as a state have hae 
no afiction whith he has net experienced, oxeept the “herder ruffians’? of war 
times, and be gvided hie little craft safely through them all, landing in Altoona 
February 7, 1901, to retire anil rest from a life of honorable and imtelligent 
labor, 

Mr. and Mre. Adame famity consists of three children of follows.  laane 
of Altoona, a painter: Eligabeth, wife of Henry Surig, with four children, 
Charles, Pearl, Mary and Rager; Blizaheth died at the age of twenty-seven ; 
Sarah E., who married J. F, Pate, of Kansas City and hae five ohildren, vix,, 
Cliude, Ralph, Edna, Roy and another. 

Referring again to William Clifton, brother-in-law of our subject, tt te 
interesting and of importance te the family to nete that he is a brother of Miss 
Mary Clifton, of Indiana, for many veare one of the most successful primary 
teachers of the state. Persons in touch with the educational work of that state 
during hor day will remember her power and popularity im the sehool room. 

In politics Mr, Adams supports the Republican party and its principles. 
He has occupied a Tew of the miner places within the granting of the people 
and hus done his duty in thew all. As a citizen his stunding gun miot he 
questioned, for he possesses undoulted honesty and the strictest integrity. 
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GEORGE W, COLEMAN—Tho gentleman whos name introduces this 
brief record has heen a resident of Fradonia since Vhe year 1884 and the first 
Bixteon vears of that era was promiminily engaged in the work of contracting 
and Inulding, Almost the whole of the west side of the square in Fredonia 
inl the Methodist chureh stand as monuments to his skill and energy, the 
last of whieh contracta was executed in LOO0. the year of his retirement from 
the worl, : 

Thorn Mr. Coleman is an Ohioan, having been horn in Montgomery 
ety, that state, Jone 24, 1820. Tis parents were Jacob and Hester (Miller) 
Coleman, Pennsvivania people with the blood of the hardy German coursing 
through their yvoins. They came into Ohio at an carly period, spent many years 
there wud then settled farther woet, im Shelby county, Indiana. where the father 
died at the age of seventy-<eeven ond the mother at seventy-two years. They 
were Christian people and members of the Lutheran and German Reform 
ehurches, respectively. Eleven children were born to them of whom three 
survive, sumely, Susannah, Mrs. Christian Wyral (widow), of Indianopolis, 
Indiana: George W., and Keheewa, widew of Hiram Wilson, of Logansport, 
Indiana. 

The tountry schools af Montgomery cownty, Ohio, provided our subject 
with an mdncation—tlor lis father was a farmer—but at the early age of four- 
teen years he was put to learning the brick-layers trade at Dayton, finished tt 
mm Montgomery county, and remained in his native etate till 1857 when he 
transferred lis residence to Canton, Fulton county, Tinois, and became weil 
known as a mechanic. residing there till his departure for Kansas m 188¢- 
The first of June. 1900, he started, largely for pastime, a rabbitry, which is one 
of the interesting places in Fredonia, and which furnishes him the employment 
hecersary to promote health and rest under the flight of years, 

Mr. Coleman’s first wife was Huldah Dayis, an Ohio lady and a danghter 
of Jesse: and Martha (Baer) Davis. Mrs. Coleman died in 1854 and in 1864 
our subject married Cynthia Ann Wilson. a daughter of John and Margaret 
Wilson and a native of Ohio. sume 4, 1899, Mrs. Coleman, fle second, dicd 
Withowt issue and at the age of sixty-four years, 

Mr. Coleman's period of residence in Fredonia and his late business render 
him one of the well known and representative citizens of the place. His 
inferest in matters not connected with his trade was slight, having little 
personal concern even for polities, In this latter he is, in national matters, a 
democrat, hut an independent voter in local elections, He is a member of no 
shurch and no order, preferring the society of men without the obligation of 
the craft and lodge-room and trusting in the charity, generosity and brotherly — 
kindness of the human race. 


Rh. B. GREAGHR—This article presents briefly the life work and geneo- 
logical record of one of the suecessful young farmers of Wilson county, R. B. 
Creager, Te is a native of the state of Maryland, born in Washington county, 
March 10, 1959. His parents were William and. Isabel (Harry) Creager, 
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Maryland peaple The father possed his life in his native state asa blacksmith, 
dying at the age of sixty-three years in 1885, while his wile passed away at the 
ive of forty-wight. They were of German extraction, Lutherans in religion 
and highly respeeted people in their community, heir seven children were 
as follows: Ttev, Charles B.. of Galena, Kausus, a member of the Southeastern 
Kunens Conferoenee: Mary ., wile of Jub Mann, of Haneock, Maryland; John 
W., of MePberson, Kansas: R. B.; Haery L., a blueksinith and implement 
dealer, of Tlanveek, Matvlund: Alice, of Huncoek, Maryland, and Joghna 7). 
’ Milroad engineer residing in Ellis county, Kansas. 

The vommon schools of lis mative state provided our subject with the 
opportunity for an education, Tn the spring of L888 he left Maryland aul 
went into the mining regions of Colorado where he seeured employinent a a 
machinist and stationary engineer in the quartz mille. Tle remained in this 
fivld of enterprise for eleven years and met with financial success, Returning 
t) the agricultural regions of the east he located in 1899 im Wilsou eounty and 
purchased a hall section of land near Fredonia where farming and the ratsing 
af vended stock form his oectipation of the present. 

December I. TAO, he wae united in marriage, in Areaclia, Kansas, with 
Miss Lillie Sprecker, a daughter ef Po RB. and Sarah (Mastere) Sprecker. 
bative Maryland people, Mr, Sprecker was formerly engaged in the milling 
husiness in Washington county, Marvland, but is new a retire! farmer vf 
Arcatlia, Kansas. Tle was born February 28, 1883, and bis wife was born 
March 9, 1880, Their children ave Dawd ., who is in the United States 
revenie service in St. Louis; Mrs. Creager: William H., of Areadia, al 
Ernest M_, of the sane pelt, Mr, and Mrs, Creager have a son, Robert Lee 
S. an only ehaild. 


PRANCIS L. STREBT—The subject of this sketch is a passenger en- 
ginecr on the St. Lowis ond Sen Franmaco Railway, Prise system, and re- 
sides in Neodesha. He was born in London, Ontario, Canada, November 27, 
1853, and isa sen of William W. and Frances M, (Leonard) Street, the father 
an Knglishmat by birth and the mother Canadian born. he former was horn 
October 4, 1812, and was married October 20, 1836. He wae contracting 
lreight agent of the Michigan Central Railroad at the time of his death, April 
1, 1879, with headquarters at Chicago, Hlinois. He aud his wife were members 
of the established church of England, the wife dying Apri] 14, 1878, at the 
ave of sixty-two years, The children of this worthy couple were nine in num- 
her, as follows: Ton, Willians P) R judge of the supreme court, Toronto, 
Cunada; Emily, of Toronto; George G,, of Rochester, New York, general mar- 
wer of the Blue Line Fast Transportation company; Dr. Herman E., of 
Brovklyn, New York: Arthur W., of Buffalo, general freight agent for the 
Great Northern Steamehip Co.; Sidney L., who died in 1849; Charlotte E., 
who died August 3, I871; Francis I., and Frances M. P., wife of Charles 
Hutehinsen. barrister of London, Canada. 
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The Streets resided in Chicago from 1859 to 1879 und there our subject 
was educated. Te uttended a seleer sebool antil well inte his teens. when he 
entered u machine shop as an apprentice and served five years, the time te- 
quired to acquire profieieney in hie ade, He then went on to the railroad as 
i locomotive fireman with the New Orleans, Mobile and Cexas Rrilroad com- 
pany. The remained with that company autil his acceptance of the position of 
firenvut and engineer offered Wim by Col, Hoxie, general manager of the Tn- 
ternational and Great Northern, and assisted in the construetion of that 
system vntil an illness was brought on by the warn: elomate and forved Ins 
refi to Chicago. In a short time he veeapied the position of second fssis- 
lant engineer on the Goodrich Line of steamers on Lake Michigan wod re 
mained there one season, Recovering his health he returned to railroad con 
etruection aml took a position on the Grand Trunk railroad at Belleville, On- 
lario, amd continued in if from 1874 to L880, This latter year he decided to 
loave the Camulas and took up lis residenee ty Nansas. He took a position of 
freight coyincver on the St, Lonis and San Francisco railway and in February 
following he was promoted to passenger engineer. For more than twernky-om: 
yeare he has been on one certain “ran,” without an secident attributed to him 
or Without serious criticiem from the eonpany. 

June 28, 1875, Mr. Street was marrivd to Mise Mary J. Howell, a daughter 
of Wiliam and Caroline Howell, all of whom come to the United States from 
England in 18t2. Mr. andl Mes, Street’s childven ace: Frauners, born May 
22, 1876, and died Jaunary 5, 877; Arthur L. H., attorney and city editor 
of the Fort Seott Republican, who with his wife—Flossie DeMoss—are gracdu- 
ates of the Neadesha Tigh achool, and he afterward graduated from the liw 
department of the KRaneas State university, clase of 1898, They have one 
elild, Frances Mary; Edith H, and Mary Trevelyan Street are members of the 
home eircle. The family are Episcopalians. Mr. Street is n aember of the 
Masouie order, Blue Lodge and Chapter; also a member o f the “Brotherhood” 
of Locomotive Kngmeers, which he assisted in organizing in Neodesha and was 
made ite first ehief engineer. Le is a “Workman,” has served one year its 
rawinder of his lodge Mra, Street was an Mastern Stare member and has pre- 
sided over one of ite offices. In polities Mr. Street is independent. He is not 
hound by party fealty bot determines his caudidutes from a personal nequain- 
tance with them or from their declarations of principles im convention as 
sem lod, 


WILLIAM MOSTON—The late William Moston was born in Chester, 
England, August 14, 1811. [is parents were Willimy and Harriet Moston 
and the father was, like the son, a machinist. He had a faetory in whieh were 
made window blinds and house fixtures and was » gentleman in circumstances 
becoming his station in life. He died iu Manchester, England, leaving two 
sons, Thomas and William. Thomus left Rngland at the age of sevetiteen years 
ant) was never heard of afterward: 

William Moston obtained « fair education in Manchester, England, and 
when his school days were finished he was apprenticed, as was the eustom, to 


656 HISTORY Ol WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS. 


ai master for seven years, TLis trade well in hand he did journey work there 
until 1809 when he came to the United States, He located in Pacitia City, Mis- 
sori, Where he seeuwred work at his (rade in the railroad shops without ditf- 
fienlty. While there he met Adaline Best who afterward became his wife. 
She was a native of Darke vounty, Ohio, and came west with her parents and 
settled im Maries county. Missouri. im 1856. Mary 29, 1870, Mr. and Mra. 
Maston were married mid the next year removed lo St. Louis where they resided 
tl W877, Mr, Moston being employed in the foundry and machine shops of 
Shickle and llarrison. Mo. Moston’s next move was to Little Rock, Arkansas, 
ind there he werked Mm the shops of the Lron Mountain and Southern Railroad, 
ronaiiing four years From that point he wenl to Pine Bliffl, Arkansas, and 
a year later crossed the country lo the east saul located in Bessemer, Alabama. 
Tle swured a desirable sitoution there at his trade but lived Jess than a year, 
dying December 24, 1894, Tn religions inatters he was a member of the Es- 
lablished chureh aud belonged to the Anmlpanuted Society of England, and 
of the Knight+ of Labor, while in &t. Louie, While he voted the Republican 
lieket he took little interest un polities. With his death unly two members of 
the farnily renamed, his sisters in Magland, Mary, wife of Louis McKeen and 
Harriet. who married Thomas Simpson. 

In the taking-off of Williatn Moston death removed n goml man, He was 
a upriyht citizen and an accomplished and efficient workman, His death wis 
sadly Inmentel by a large circle of Friends and acquaintanees, Although of 
foreign birth he was well schooled in American affairs on the American plan. 
Kor aoonw years ne widow has resided m Neodesha where she hag proven herself 
eetimiably and worthy and where she is an honored and highly respected citizen. 


A. CASBOURN E—April 1), 1844, wae bora in Cambridgeshire, England, 
A. Cashourne, of Neodeeha, an engineer on the St. Louis and Sun Francisco 
railroad, Ue was a eon of Abram and Susan (Ward) Cashourne who came 
to the United States bout 1851 and located in St. Louis, Missouri. Were the 
father died. Ele was a day luborer and lelt # family of five children, the eur- 
vivors being: John of Montrose, Missouri: Mrs. Ann Dalton, of Arizona; 
Esther, wife of Thomas Ward, of Montrose, lowu, and Abraham, our subject. 
When the father died the mother of this family went to Montrose, Lowa, and 
passed the remaining vears of her life with her danghter, Mrs. Ward, dying 
about 18—, ; 

A. Cashourne was edueated sparingly in St, Louis and wt the early age of 
fifteon years began brakeing on the Missouri Pacific railway. In time he wos 
inade # fireman and in two and a lwlf years more he was promoted to be an 
engineor. This latter promotion came to him April 17, 1867, and he haa 
been running an engine since that date. He wae with the St. Lonis, Iron 
Mountain and Southern, a part of the Missouri Pacific system, before coming 
to the “Friseo” people in 1880. He took an engine assigned to him by the 
master mechanic of this latter line and for twenty-two years matters haye 
gone well and snecessfully with him. Only two accidents have occurred to 
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lit train which were in the nature of a “smashup” aud these were out on the 
run and such as would have occurred with any train crew running on the same 
tim’, No yesponsibility was entailed to Lim and no demerits were placed to 
his credit on accoant thereof. April 3, 1883, Mr. Casbourne cast his lot with 
Neodesha, and occupies an enviable position in the estimation of his employtrs 
and the confielence of his fellow townsmen. 

fr. Casbourne was married May 12, 1868, to Miss Anna Best, a native of 
Darke county, Ohio, and a daughter of William and Liev (Grice) Best, native 
of Ohio and Virginia, respectively. The father was a captain in the Ohio 
militia and was a pension agent at death. He was horn July 28, 1811, and 
died Octoher 27, 1877. His wife was born Mareh 10, 1818. and died July 1, 
1891. ‘The following are their children: Lydia, now Mrs. Peter Wetz, of 
Atchison, Kansas; Mre. Casbourne: Julia, wile of Charlos Graver, of Rutland, 
Hingis: Adaline, who married Willian, Moston ancl resides with Mrs. Cas- 
bourne; Joshua, of Marshfield, Missouri: Ananias P., and Martha, deceased. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cashourne’s family consists of a son, William EL, whe died 
July 19, 1902, who married Amanda KE. Cave, who died February 25, 100, 
leaving two children, Ralph EL, and Rubio EK. Mr. and Mrs, Cashourne are 
eae of the M. &. ehureh ond the former is chaplain in the local B. of 

i, 1b. 

In polities both father and son are unnistaknble Republicans, and father, 
mother and son are members of the Knights and Ladies of Security. 

In America the Casbournes of this immediate family are searce, In 
Rnglind they are numerous. As a family they possess inuch means and 
property and the elder generations are yet living. At their death the family 
wealth will descend to the younger generations, Abram Cashourne left bro- 
thers in England, as did Susan Ward, which latter were also persous of wealth 
and standing at home. These facts are mentioned for the benefit of the des- 
cendants of this immediate family, as the information might, at some tine, 
he of much seryice in tracing up a rightful inheritance. 


CHARLES E. BROWN—Formerly a leading machmist of the Prisca 
round house at Neodesha, Kansas, but now promoted to position of round 
house foreman of a division on the Blackwell, Enid & Soathwestern R. R,, a 
branch of the Frisco, was horn in Wilson county, Kunsas, October 11. 1870, and 
has passed his entire life in the “Sunflower Stete,” His folther was 
Henry I. Brown and his mother Miss Lucy James, natives of the state of 
Vermont and Kentucky, respectively. By trade Henry H. Brown was a wheel 
wright and was born in the “Green Mountain State.” September 15, 1836. Fis 
father and mother were Levi and Hhizabeth Brown whose home was in the 
ztaty of Vermont, Prior to the rebellion Tlenry H. Brown came into the weat 
umd halted in Michigan where he enlisted in Company G, 2nd regiment of 
eavalry, and mpon the expiration of hie enlistment veteranized and spent in 
all, four years, six months and fourteen daye in the service, He was a par- 
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ticipant in much of the real seryicw of the war and in the army of the Cym- 
herland he fonght at Missionmry Ridge, Loukout Mountain, the campuign 
around Atlanta and with Sherinan’s victorious army to the sea. He saw the 
linal fouches put upon the waning fuctunes of the Confederacy at Raleigh, 
Jonesboro and Goldsboro and marched in the grand review down Pennsylvania 
avon Washington, Db. C., the closing act in the great drama of four years and 
more, from 1861 to 1865, He enlisted as a private wand merited promotion mud 
won if to the grade of sevond Jieutenant, Te was five tines seriously woonded: 
one in the head which produced unconsciousness for three duys; onee in the 
shoulder, of a very patntnal characters once in the side, the bullet lodging in the 
Femur lone and remaining with lim antil bis death; onee in the calf of the 
leg, ine laetly a cannon bell Durst near Tim and a pieee of ih took off two of 
His toes, 

AL the close of the war he made two trips across the plains us wayon- 
inaster, a feat whieh required several months to perform, This completed he 
logatid ina Misour town and worked al his trade Lill the last vear or a of the 
sitios when he came to Kansas and located im Lawrence, Tere he plied lis 
trade effectively and while here married Miss Lucey James (now wife of J. E- 
Hale of Noodesha) whe wae a daughter of William and Elivabeth Jams, the 
former died al the age of sixty-three, the lather at the age of forty-four. The 
ehildren of this worthy couple were ten in number, only five of whom survive, 
vig: Andrew. James, of Neodeshas Thomas. of Oklahoma: Mors. J. E. Hale, 
nother of our subject, of Neodeshas Mrs, Anzy Ilockett, of Independance, 
Kansas, and Mes... i. Daniels, of Webb City, Missouri. Those deceased are: 
Margarett, Keward, George, an mfant, and Amanda, Only one of H. HF. 
Brown's two sisters survive: Julia, wile of William Ray, of Coffey county, 
Tennessee. 

C.K. Brown wie one of tive children as follows: Anna, wife al C. W, 
Thompson, a Friseo conductor at Springfield, Missouri; Charlee E., Adda, 
whe died at tlve years: Myrtle, who died at twenty vears, and Jesse O., u 
Frisco engineer, whose wile ts Mise Anna Collins, daughter of a well to do 
farmer. Dy Jesse's marriage only son is horn: being the only grand sou of 
H, H. Krown. J. O., his little son Harry and C. E. Brown, our subjeet, being 
the only three Brawn’s known of their relation. 

The subject of this review was edueated in the branches of the Neodeshia 
High echool, and when at the death of his father, in January, 1888, he was 
loft ta provide for the family and keep his younger brother and sister im 
school, he took a position as engine wiper with the St. Louis and San Fran- 
cisco H. TR. Ca, at Neodesha, Tle began work in February, 1888, and after 
nine months was promoted to the position of assistant machinist and served 
three years as apprentice. He was then placed on the road as fireman anil 
served fourteen months in the position when he was promoted to leading 
rownd house machinist. 

December 26, 1894, Mr. Brown was murried to Mise Lula B. Finley, of 
Ottawa, Kansas, daughter of Isaac and Celestia (Currier) Finley, natives of 
Ohio and Illinois, respectively, but now honored residents of Ottawa. OF her 
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pireots there are six children living, via: Adin, a stock dealer of Elk county. 
Kansas; William, register of deeds of Chautanqna county, Kansas; rel, w 
school teneher and stock dealer of Chautauqua county: Mrs. Brown,, a. profes 
smal trimmer in taillinery: Beulah, wife of F. P. Fours, a teacher, and Jeasio, 
a graduate of the conservatory of musie al Ottawa, Kansas, wow a teacher 
of voeal and instrumental music, 

Mrs, Celestia (Currier) Finlay is a» sister of Rev. Mrs, Eugenia F. St. 
Jobn, wife of Rey. Dr. C2 WH. St. Jolin, traveling evangelists, who have preached 
and lectured In all the important points of the United States and in many of 
the Buropean countries birt who now reaile in Salina, Kansas, where Mr, St 
Jol is practicing medicine, 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown's only child te deceased, Tu lite politieal beliefs anil 
practices Mr. Brown is a Republiean, 

Of the Currier’s there are four generations living, including Mrs, Browa's 
graidinother. Mrs, Naney (Rice) Currier, a native of Tenniker, New York. 


PATRICK KRENNEDY—The veneruble subject of this sketeh is aue 
af the well known characters of Fredonia where he has resided for a number 
of years, and is a resident of Wilson county since 1860. Tle was born to 
County ‘Tipperary, Treland, on the 29th of December, 1831. THis father was 
Dennis Kennedy and his mother was Mary Poley and he was the only chile 
in the fumily. In November, 1841, he landed in New Orleans where he turned 
hie industry to almost any account for a time till he eould find permanent 
emplovment. Te worked at the forge and on the farm and in a short time came 
north to Indianapolis where he worked i the car shops for one year and a hull. 
Continuing north he reached Wiseonsin whore, in Fondnlac county, he followed! 
farming on the shares for a time. Ey 1859 he returned te Marion county, 
Indiana, where he was just about the opening of the civil war In September, 
Lafil, he enlisted! in Campony (', 8th Tllineis infantry, Gen Oglesby’s regi 
ment. The command participated in the hattles of Belmont, Forts Henry and 
Donelsan, Shiloh, Viekshurg and in the vienity of the Mississippi country till 
the spring of TSO when the Vieksburg campaign opened. Mr. Nennedy wae 
in the siege and assault on Viekshurg and was then placed on detached dirty 
in the medical department as property clerk, The medical department of the 
westera army bad headquarters here and if was ander the charge of Surgeon 
Ridwely and our subject served under hint. His enlistment expiring he veteran- 
ized and joined Company C, 26th Indiana infantry and served as acting 
adjutant onder Gen, Carrington during the draft, and eontinued in the 
position till the close of the war, The war over he was appointed chief clerk 
of the state ordnance department of Lidiana and seryed as euch till all the arms 
issued to the state militia were eallod in, which collection was completed vm 
1860. Asan evidence of the character of this semi-military service and of the 
esteem in whieh Mr, Kennedy was held we quote from a letter from the ad- 
jutant general of Indiana as follows: 
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BKXBCUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA. 
Adj. General's Office. 

April, 16, [Sf 
fo Whom it May Coneern :— 

‘The bearer hereof, Mr, Patrick Kenneily, was for some time on duty at 
Camp Carrington, in this city—Indianapolie—as acting post adjutant, and 
subsequently as clerk in the state ordnance oflice, Te is a very competent 
business nan, industrious and faithfol, and worthy of confidence. 

W. H. W. TERRELL, 
Adjutant General of Indians. 

Taking up civil affairs again Mr, Kennedy wae appointed by Joshua 
Lanyedale, trustee of the township, to take the ceneus of the eity of Indianapo- 
lis and when he had finished the work his repert showed a population of 
thirty-six thousand, instead of fifty thousand, as claimed by the city. On eom- 
pleting his official cuties Mr. Kennedy purehased a forty acre farm on the 
borders of Haneoek and Marion counties, Indiana, and resumed the occupation 
ol his carly life. He resided on this farm till 186% when he cume to Wilson 
county, Kansas, and settled in Chetopa townslip, where he took up govers- 
inunt huvwk with no neighbor in sight. Wolves and Indians were present anil 
vane was plentiful and the early work of farm-improvement was carried on 
amid these surroundings. He remains! in the country till December, 189%. 
when he retired to Fredonia te enjoy a rest from a long, active and useful 
waireer. He took some interest in sists affairs while in the country and served 
Chetopa township as justice of the peace for four vears. Tle discouraged law- 
suits instead of encouraging them and the facts would show more cases settlod 
out of his court than in. | 

In September, 1858, Mr. Wennedy murried Alice Moore, a native of 
County Waterford, Ireland. heir wedding oecurred in Indianapolis, and on 
January 26, 1897, Mrs. Kennedy paseed away ut the age of sixty-five yours. 
Their children are four in number, as follows: John Li, who is serving on 
the industrial commission in Washington, D. GC. He is married to Jeasie I. 
Shell, a native of Indiana, and bas three children, vig: Ruth TL, Arthur S,, 
deceased, and Frances; Miss Mary. « teacher of Wilson county for five years, 
competent and efficient, and thorough and effeetive in her work; James M., 
whose record appears ti this yolume; and William 'T., a ranchinan of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, is married to BWliga Maher and has four living children, 
namely: Ralph, Leroy, Eunice and Hazel. 

Regarding Mr, Kennedy's service at Viekshurg, Chattanooga, eft, x 
property clerk in the medical department, detailed hy order of Gen, Grant, we 
quote from an oflicial letter as follows: 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, August 31, 1864. 
he bearer, Patrick Kennedy, bas been employed thirteen months in my 
office as a clerk, and part of the time in a position of trust and responsibility. 
He has performed his duties efficiently and faithfully. I therefore cheerfully 
reemmmend him to anyone who may desire the services of a capable, energetic 
and faithful man. ' 


T. H. RIDGLEY. Assistant Surgeon, U8. A. 
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Thus, in brivf, is closed the life record of a worthy man, He came to a 
new country, strange and without mtoney, but he possessed character and the 
other sound elements of manhood and he filled 4 niche in the affairs of its civil 
and military life whieh etamp him us a worthy and representative citizen, 


Mis. KLIZABETH THOKN—The editor and publisher of the “Altoona 
Journal,” Mrs. Mlizabeth Thorn, is an Ohioan by nativity but has lived hure 
long enongh in Kansas to vefer to her, withont serious exaggeration, as 4 
native Kansas. ‘That she is 4 true and genuine Kansas is not disputed, not- 
withstanding the accident of her birth, and that the issae paramount with her 
is standing up for Kansas and worthy Kansans is true beyend « reasonably 
doubt. Like many people who have done much toward the final destiny of 
Kansas, she was born in Ohio, after which state constitution the constibution 
of Kansas was framed. Her birth occurred in Rose county, near Chillicothe, 
and her parents were of German birth. Ter father was David Bertseh and her 
mother was Margaret Dehiel. The parents were married in Ohin and resides! 
there HIT 1866 when they came to Wileon county, Kansas, and settled half 
way between Altoona und Neodesha, The father was a carpenter till his 
advent te the grasey and witamed regions of Nansas, when he became a farmer 
dnd centinuad so tll his death. Twelve children constituted his offspring and, 
with three of these, in 1885, he went to California and settled at: Anheim where 
he died in February, L894, at the age of seventy-four years. Tle was a member 
of the Lutheran church, ae was his wife who survives him and resides in 
Anheim at the age of sixty-eight vears. he six surviving whildren of this 
worthy couple are: Flora, wife of Willis Weaver, of California; Ellen, widow 
of George Allred, of Neodesha: John, of the Indian ‘Territory; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thorn; Margaret, widow of David Rertch, of California; and Mise Catherine 
MeKeen, of California. 

Mrs. Thorn, of this mention, was educated in the district schools of 
Wilson county and was all that industrious and honorable parents in moderate 
eurcuimetances could make one, February 20, 1888, she was married to W..T. 
Hicks, a Tennessecan by birth, born hear Nashville May 10, 1864, but a Kan- 
st by education and inclination, They were neighbor children and school- 
mates and their marriage was the cultnination of a long friendship and early 
nequaintanes, Mr. Hicks’ parents were William and M. J, Hicks, ( (see ther 
zkwtels, ) 

In 1895 Mre. Hicks and her hushund located in Altoona, the latter taking 
# position in. the postoflice. January 1, 1897. he took charge of the offive is 
its chief and also the same time took charge of the Altoona Journal as ils 
editor and publisher. He continued in control of both the office und the 
newspaper till his death May 18, 1899. Since his death Mrs. Hicks has taken 
his place at the editorial table and at his desk in the postoffice, having bean 
appointed as his successor in due time. In her public duties she ie most pains 
taking and efficient and it is common report that the Altoona poetoffice is 
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serving patrons with as Little complaimt and os much general satisfaction ue it 
ever has done, ; 

The Altoona Journal is a weekly publication with a cireulation of half 
a thouswod purely local, which gives the news of the locality, tells the wants of 
the poople, displays advertisements of the Altoona merchants and talks politics 
W little ina general way. Tt is the only paper published in the town and it 
is one of the little plants im the state the efforts of whose publisher are properly 
appreciated by the conmmuiunity, 


FATHER JOSEPH MANZ—Vastor of Saint Lenatiue church at Nes- 
(esha, sa native of Germany, Ile attended the common schools of his native 
city and finished his classical course in vallege in Maria Einsiedeln. He studied 
philmsephy in Bichstaett, Bavaria and theology in the American college at Lor- 
waine, Beloium, where he was ordained a priest on the 29th of June, 1895, On 
the sth of the following month he left for the United States and Kansas, He 
has eharee of the eharehes at Fall River aud Chanute and attends the cou- 
vrevation at Fredonia. alse, 


BEN S&S. PAULIEN—Ben 8. Paulen. mayor of Fredonia is one of the well 
uewn youue business men of Wilson county, is a member of the prominent 
firm of J. W. Paulen and Sen. He was born in DeWitt county. Illinois aly 
14, 1869, and is a son of J. W. and Loe (Johnson) Paulen, the former born 
int Iilinois mad the Intter o native of Kentucky. Of the six ebildren born to 
these parents Ben S. ie the oldest, Laura K., wife of FN, Howell, of Elrens, 
Oklahoma, is the second: Minnie M., wife of Charles E. Burk, ts the third: 
Mande M., whe aarried Jas 1. Fite Morris, of Fall River, is the fourth: R. W. 
is the filth, and Mise Blanehe Pawlen is the junior member of the famity 
eirele. 

The subjeet of this review was educated in the High sehool of Fredonin 
and, Jater, took a course io & business co)lege im St, Lows, Missvari, and spent 
one term in the Naneas state wiiversitv. At the conclusion of his sehool days 
he enteral the store with his father as a elerk and continued tll the your 1900 
when he became a amember of the firm, the style of which changed Januwiry 
lst of that year to J. W. Paulen and Son. The firm eonduets » deparhnent 
store und Nave in stock evervthing known to such a place of business. Paulen’s 
is a busy place and its force of wesistante attest stronvly and forcibly to the 
popularity of the nae, 

At the spring election of 1900 Ben S. Paulen was chosen mayor of Fre- 
denia and eo conducted the affairs of hie olfice aa to win unsolicited the nomi- 
nation of his party the following spring to sneceed himself. He was again 
elected and his second administration was even more efficient than the first. 
His third election occurred in 1902 without opposition. Mr. Paulen was 
married February 14, 1900 to Miss Barbara Ellis, of Holton, Kansas, and a 
davehter of BE. T. Ellis. He is a Blue Lodge Mason, past master of his lodge; 
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pus liiwh priest of the chapter ind past eminent conununder of the comnian- 
dery at Fredonia. Tle belongs to the shrine at Teavenworth and to the een- 
sistory at Wichita, 

The Paulens are of German origin, J. W. Paulen, father of the mavor, 
was born jf Sangamon vounty, Tlinois, and is a son of Deibold Paulen, hy 
bocupition a farmer. 


——_~ 


T. C. BALL—The senior member of the mereantile tirm of Ball and] 
Rettman, of Altoona, Thomas CL Ball was born in Harrison county, Lowa, July 
7, 1856, is parents were Locins and Susan (Iickman) Ball, native of Ohio 
wel Tidina, respectively. The latter left Indiana early in the fifties and set 
tled in lowa where, when the war broke out, he endeavored to enlist in the 
Mederal service but was rejected on account of a defect in his hearing, He wes 
uw indin Warmly in fayer of public edieation und gaye if much impetus and en- 
couragenont wherever he found the opportunity to do so, He removed to 
Worth county, Missouri, at the close of the war where he resided till 1870 when 
he came to Kansas, settling in Wilson county, and opened a farm in Chetopa 
township. In this luealty he died in 1885 al the age of seyenty-aeven years. 
His wife died in 1876 at the age of fifty-six years, The latter was a member 
of the M. EB. charch and was a devont christian lady, living and dying in the 
Faith. 

Thomas ©, Ball was one of thirteen ehileren of whom eight ate living, 
He attended sehoul in lown. Missouri and Kansus, He took up engineering, 
When bis school days had ended, but soon wave this work up and spent some 
tine ona Ranswe ranch. Sueeevding this he engaged in farming and continued 
it CHL 1900 when he engaged in the hardware aad implement business in Al- 
(oona in company with Osear Rettman. This firm is one of the important 
enlurprisee of the little town and its proprictors are men of standing and 
worth. such as lend eonfidence to any undertaking and win patronage and 
popularity m large measure, 

Jaunary 1, 1883) Mr. Ball married Fvalina F. MeDonald, an Illinois 
lady aud a daughter of Samuel and Phoebe (Smith) MeDonuld, who brought 
their family to Kansas in LS— Mr, and Mrs. Ball have an adopted chil, 
Dolores. They are members of the Woodmen and Roval Neighbors, respec- 
tively, the wife heing oracle of her camp. Mr. Ball is an Odd Fellow and a 
meniher of the Tonties. Tn politics he votes and works with the 
anid has served on the common coungil of Altoona for — terms. In addition 
to his immediate business he is the owner of the old country home and, as a 
citizen, is held in high esteem and is recognize as safe, conservative and un- 
questionaliy reliable. 


THOMAS BLACK—The superintendent of the Neodesha oil refinery, 
Thomas Black wes born in Venango county, Pennsylvania, March 2.1864. Hie 
parents were James R. and Sarah (Mooney) Black, both mative of Ireland, 
County Antrim. Tn his native land the father was a teamster but upon com- 
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ing to Aimeriea in 1857 he settled in Canada and took ap farming there. tn 
L460 he came over into the state of Pennsylvania and was engaged in his old 
oovupation as a tedinster till lis death in 1883, His widow resides in Franklin, 
Pennsylrunmia, and is the mother of six children, as follows: Sarah, wife of 
Frank G. Comimings, of Franklin, Pennsylvania; Thomas, our subject; Wil- 
liam J,, of Philadelphia; Mary, who married John Wilson, of Franklin, Pent- 
evlvunin; Lizzie, » trained nurse in Philadelphia, and James, who is at the 
famnily home in Franklin. 

Thomas Black obtained lis education in the schools of Franklin, Peni- 
eylvania, where he attended only a few terms and then went ta work. He 
awenred » clerkship in a drug store and, remaining on «duty there & year, 
he begat an apprenticeship of three years at brush-making in the town of 
Franklin, Completing his time at this he went inte a refinery in lis town im 
the employ of the Standard Oi! Company, with whom he has been sinee, He 
began this work as a day laborer, next as a pipe-fitter, then a still fireman, a 
atill mun, then a foreman of laborers, and finally superintendent of the re- 
finery at Neodesha, Kaneas. He came to his present position in 1897 and 
started the work of the company in this state. Owing to the nature of the 
erie ml here the yenture wae something of an experiment, but the ol was 
heen sneeeasfully handled and reduced until a quality of oil is produced about 
wal te that produced in any other field. Fuel oil, two grades of refined oil, 
“LL. PL gas oil, gasoline and gas naptha for railroad coaches, are all products 
of this refinery, A forer of ten men de the work of the place and constitute 
the pioneer effort at oi] retining in Nansas. 

Mr, Black was morried Neavember §, 1899, ta Miss Ora Chittenden, an 
Tilinois lady and a daughter of Dr. W..7, Chittenden, M, D. Mrs, Black is a 
momber of the Christian chureh. For cight years Mr. Black was a member of 
the Pennsylvania National Guard and was called out with it te aid in sup- 
pressing the Homestead strike and riots and was on the field about the Car- 
nogio steel works for three months. In polities he is a Republican and can 
give a reason for the faith that is within him. 


— —_—S A — 


JAMES 8. LEES—James S, Lees, a retired farmer of Neodesha, has 
witnessut the progperities and the adversities of Kansas almost since its ul- 
inission into the Union, coming to if July 4, 1866, crossing the line at 8*. 
Joseph, Missouri, and making his way down through the state, stepping in 
Douglas and Franklin counties enroute and reaching Wilson county m 186%. 
He caine to the county “to grow up with the county” as he fitly puts it, and has 
witnessed the yreatest period of development that will ever oceur in Kansas. 

Mr. Lees was born in Stark county, Ohio, July 6, 1838, and is a son of 
Samuel and Iulia A. (Shoup) Lees, the father an Englishman and the mother 
of German desvent, The father owned two trades. Tle was an expert weaver, 
and a shoemaker, besides being a splendid scholar for his day. He was edu- 
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cated and learned his weaving trade in England, Upon his early arrival m 
the United States he taught school in Ohio and inude an enviable reputation 
at it. Ile was born May 235, 1804, came to America in company with his father 
and a brother m 1833 and were many weeks making the trip across the At- 
lantic. He died in Ohig April 27, 1869, while his widow survived till July 
J, L839, beiny then some months aver eighty-three yeare of age. He was a 
Chureb-of-Mngland man aad his wife was a Dunkard for over fifty years. 

Qur eulject is the second of three children in family us follows: Jonathan 
of Wellsford, Kansus: James 5., and Mary, deceased, At the age of eight 
years he went into « store and clerked eight years. Ho nest worked in a briek 
yard and eand-mill where he was when the war eame on. He enlisted October 
4, 1861. im Company K. 29th Indiana volunteer infantry, Col, John FP, Miller. 
His first tattle was at Mamfordsville, Kentneky; then Shiloh, Corinth and 
ifter Bragg on his vnvasion of Kentucky where the battle of Perryville wag 
fouvht and ending with the Stoue River fight, Mr. Lees was then placed on 
detached duty and sent to Columbus, Olio, to take charge uf some prisoners, 
and was oul during the winter of 1802-3. When Gen. Lee went into Maryland 
on lis invasion our subject went to Washington, D. C., and finished up his 
ttn of enlistment there, He re-enlisted at Pt. Wayne, Tadianma, in the 142nd 
infantey, Company Hy and wae sent to Nashville to Gen, Thomas’ command. 
He purticspated in the Nushville battle, whieh ended hie experience on the 
hatile field, In the fall of 1865 he was discharged, laving been in seventy 
skirinishes and battles and escaped without wounds. On the march after the 
battles Shiloh be wae taken prisoner by Gen. Morgan and was long enough in 
hit poseession to get rabhed and was then paralod. 

The war close, Mr. Lees engaged in teaming ut Coesse Station, Whitley 
wounty, Indiana, unti! June, L8G, when he came west ae above stated. The 
vers of his life in Wilson county and other counties of Kansas have been pass- 
od asa darmer. He entered) a quarter seetion of the public domain when he 
rowched his present location aml is ane of the oldest residents, in point of set- 
tement, in Wilson county. 

Mr. Lees was married March 29, LAGE, to Victoma J. Thomas, an Obie 
lady and a daughter of Stephen A. Thomas. Cuseius B. Thomas, of Pern, 
Wansas, is the only survivor of that family. Of the family of our subjeet aud 
wife five children survive, vis: Oliver P., who married Lizzie Kingston and 
jas one child: William J., who married Angie Dougherty and has one child, 
Hattie V.; Charles C.> Mary A., and James H., in Company H, 18th infantry 
United States troups: Mre Victoria "TL Loes, died August 11, 1879. and was 
horn January 20, Lads, 

Our worthy subject is & member of the German Baptist church, commenty 
valled the Dunkards, is quartermaster of Humphrey post G. A, R. has served 
fifteen years as clerk of his school district, and has been voting and shouting 
for the Republican ticket since 1860, As a eitigen he has proven his patriotisia 
and loyalty and as a townsman he is highly appreciated for hie wenuine traits 
of character and. real worth, 
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WM. B. DALE—In Clunon, Penneyivania, October 7, 1851, was horn 
William B. Dale, well known as a worthy citizen of Neodesha and an enginece 
on the St. Louis and San Francisco railroad. He ie a son of Geo W. Dale and 
Soplua Nearinan, the former of whom was a lifelong macon meshanio. The 
father died at Meadsville, Pennevivania, in the year 1alid, and his widew me 
sides in Chicago, Tiinols. Their children were three in number, as follows: 
Wi B., George PL, ol St. Louis, Missouri: and Levin 1, of the same ety. 

The subject of this personal sketch attended school in Nebraska City, 
Nebraska, a= a boy, Upon approachiig manhood he drove team on the plains, 
hefore the day of ratlroads, The first vears of the rebellion he was engaged 
i this business as hazardous us it was, for several reasons, and made yogrular 
trips frou the Missouri river lo Denver, Colorado, then Litthe more than a 
country village. bois wagon train was in corrall several times when Indians at- 
lacked, and the day after the masseere at Phomb Creek, where eleven were 
killed, his caravan passed by the seone, After he quit the plains he began his 
varcer asa railrond man, His firet position was as a brakeman on the Missouri 
Pacific where he remained two yours going thenee to the T.and St. L. Ry. He 
went to thy North Missours railroud, os 0 fireman, and held this place till some 
lime i 1875 when hoe was given an engine on the same road. For more than 
lwenty-nine years he has oveupled the “right side of the cab” and is regarded 
ad one of (hy most trustworthy men io his class with the *Frisco” company. Dn 
LASU he cume to the company whieh new employs lim and has a record of 
twenty-twe yours in ite service, Tn this time he has been in a few mishaps on 
the rowd but withont injury to himself or blame from the eompany. He 
diknewledecs to the phonomenal record of having served a full soore of years in 
ene position without. lms of a dav of time. his last item is searce without 
parallel in the Mistery of any Wisi ness ond it is doubtful if it can be equaled 
ly any nin on the whole “Prisca” system, As a Brotherhood man Mr. Dale 
is a Charter momber af Division No. 270 and has been chief engineer of the 
oiler in his town for several rears, 

Mareh 15, i892, Mr. Dale wae married to Julia A, Trim, a native of T'en- 
nessee ind a daughter of James Ul, and Martha RN. (Kates) Trim, The Trims 
moved to Missouri fo 1851 and vesided on a fam, The mother died in 1869 
aul the father wy TS ayed thirty-four aid sixty-three years, respectively. 
Mr. ‘Trim enlisted at Ralla, Missourl, ta Company KB. 6th Missnuri cavalry, and 

wis a pilot for the eonipany Tor sts month: even Wefore his enlistment, He 
remained in the service two years and a half and was diseharged for disability. 
Further, with reference to My. Trim’s family history.) He was born and reared 
neal! Chattanooga and was a son of Rey, Anderson Trim of the Methodist 
chore) and @ well known cirewit rider of that day and place. 

Mrs, Date, the wife of our subject, is one of eieht children and fourth im 
the order of birth, In their order they sre Robert A., deevased, January, 1885, 
Was a soldier through all the Confederate war. Ho enlisted at fifteen years of 
aye in the 6th Missouri cavalry, serving his time and veteranizing for tluree 
years nore “or the wars’ He divd at about forty vears of age, and not. more 
than a half hour after his pension voncher—tho first one—was presented for 
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his signature. Mary LE. Urini, deceased, inarried George Brunimulinyer: Meliss 
Cy deceased, married Dayid 3. Biggs; Mrs. Dale; Joseph M., decease: Mes. 
Dorking: James H.. Jr, deceased, wand one child wonmated. 

Mr. Dale's fimily sonsists of the following named: William B., Matilda 
BK. wile of Charles S$. Thompson, of Kansas City, with one child, Frank; 
Sophia H., who died at twenty veurs; Charles B, Arthur K.. deceased ; Daisy 
M.. Katie B., George HL, Harry B., who dived at six years, and Jolia M. The 
fniunier of Sophia's doth was most awful and horrible. Mor clothing ignited 
from ye blown from the stove while im the performance of her cities about. 
the house. Death onsined in a week, after great sulfering, 

Mr. and Mre. Dale hold membership m the Christion ehureh and the for- 
nier isa Master Mason andl a member al the Locomotive Brotherhood, In polis 
ties heise Gold Democrat, baing in aceerd with the prmeiples of that purty 
announced in TS0G and which have, so far as the financial plank of the Re- 
publican platform coneurs therein, proven the Que solution of the financial 
problem of the United States. 


— #——— FS 


GEORGE Ao REEVES For the past thirty-two years George A. eevee 
has been n resident and honored citizen of Wilson county. In his retirement 
from the firm le is shown to have passed the active period of life nnusnally 
darly, for at tifty-six we tind bin in retivement in Neodesha doing a good e¢iti- 
zones duty toward hia town and enjeving the blessings of a united and happy 
fomestie clrele, Te was bern in Dendricks county, Indiana, December 22, 
18-46, and is a son of the late Alexander and Mary A. (Ruggles) Reeves, Ken- 
tucky people by birth. The father was born January 13, 182%, and wag a 
cabinet-maker in early life but lastly a farmer, Oe maintained himself a 
useful and worthy vitizen, alwavs, andl was honored by bis community with 
the adininistration of their local affairs. He varme ta Kansas in October. L870. 
aml settled in Wilson vounly where he died in August, 188%. Ths wile was 
born May 28, 1816, and died in April prior to hie own death. Their children 
were James 8., who enlisted in 1861 m1 Company G, 79th Llinois volunteer 
infantry, was in the army of the southwest and took part in the esinpaign ol 
Sherman's army and was in sixteen hard fought battles of the Civil war. He 
“Wiurched to the sea” and back through the slowly-vielding beligerent states 
af the Confederacy to the final capitulation and to the grand review ab the 
national capital. Te died in Neosho county, Kansas; Margaret: A.. who firsi 
married Samuel Hodge and, after his death, Gilbert Ferris; Cynthia, who 
married Jas, Kaston, and is now flewdsed; George §., oor subject; Williain 
T. J, of Colton. California, and Caleb IL, af Nevada, Missouri. he parents 
of these children were Methorliats of the old school, possessing rare christina 
graves and most genial ond kindly manner. Their’s was the home of the ittin- 
teranl preacher on the frentier and their kindness and goodness to the neely 
and distressed knew no bounds and no distinotion of persons. 

George A. Reeves attended the public schools in Indiana, and in Hlinois, 
to which state the family moved and settled in Douglas county in 1660, He 
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wis a Tariner boy during the progres: of the Rebellion and, before he arrived at 
the age of eighteen. he enlisted. in S64. in the 8nd [limos eavaley, Company 
FP. He served in the departwent of the gulf and took part in the engagement 
at Mobile, Alabama. Hie regoment was sent to the Rie Grande river after the 
close of hostilities to de outpost city in western Texas but wae returned vast 
Lhe sume vear and was discharge! in January, G6. He returned toe [inoia 
and resumed! farming, remaining with his father tril he had passed his majorite. 
Pobruary 20, 1870. he was married te Miss Sarah Reeder, o native of Darke 
eannty, Ohio, and a dayghter of a leading stoekman and farter, who removed 
(fo Denglas county, Tlinols, i T8506 and died there at seventy-four yeors ot 
av Hor father was Jolin A. Heeler and her mother Mary B. Harter, The 
latter Hed tn TS84 ab (he age of seventy-four They held membership in the 
Newlight chureh, ‘Their children were eleyen in minber, as follows: David 
1, Reeder, who resides in Chicago. [iinoie: Jie S., who served three years 
in the 79th lings yolontevr infaatey, was Uvier captured and served im both 
Libby and Andersonville prisous, Ele experienced the horrors of the latter 
and wilt wheoensetous from starvation and exposure when exchanged from theres 
He is now a resident of Garrett, Mineis; Harriet, now Mrs. James Ellars. of 
Chimmwo: W. HH. A. a resident of Arthur, Uhnoiss A. Do who died while im the 
2nd Ulinois cavalry after serving three months; Thomas (., who resides in 
Hianboldt, Ulinoiss Mrs. Surah B. eevee: Jolin A. of Douglas county, Ili- 
Noles Mary A. wife of Clay Pisher. of Sullivan, Mlinoie: Prank L.. of Douglas 
county, Tlinote, and Kate, decensed wile of Joseph Peele, 

Mr. aid Mra. eevee? children ore Kate, wife of William Ware, of Neo 
(osha, ie the mother of two children, Svlvwt M vind Wallace W.; Thomas O.. 
Toa, who murriod Wy Clay Lines and has two children, Jeasie M. and Vesls 
Ki. ; George A. dohn A. deceased ab seven veare; and Eva GQ, The parente are 
iHomhers of the Methodist congregation in Neodesha and Mr. Reeves ts class 
loader amd ane of the eluureh beard. Tle is adjutant of the Grand Army post 
and is in polities a Reputlion. 


MATHIAS KRU DWIG-—Mathiae Keudwig., thachiniat in the “Frisea”’ 
rewind house at Neodesha, was horn near Cologne, Germany, January 21, 1843, 
and dea son af Mathias and Gertrude (Pole) Keodwig. country people and til- 
love of the soil im their native land. Ln lad? they brought their family to the 
(nite States in uv sailing vessel—heing seventy-two days at sea—making their 
first landing in Quebeo, Canada. und there reembarking for Milwaukee, Theve 
they settled im Fondulae county, Wisconsin, where the father purchased 4 
quarter section af heavy timber land and, with his sons, undertook ite clear- 
ing-up. He remained in this location till the year 1870, when he went into 
Missouri and bought « farm near Lebanon In time he sold this place and re- 
inoved to Springfield, Missouri, where he engaged in gardening and small 
lruit and produce raising till his death in Angust, L874, at sixty-seven years 
of age. His wife preceded him ten years to the grave and was eight years his 
senior, Four sone ennstituted their family, as follows: Henry, who died in 
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1866 at thirty-vight vears oll: John, a resident of Joplin, Missouri; Mathias, 
our subject, and William, whe died at the age of forty years. 

Mathias Krodwig acquired only a fair education, and this while chopping 
wool in the Wiseonsin elearing. On leaving home he went inte the “limber 
woods” of Michigan where he was engaged fiye years in various capacities, 4s 1 
luborer. In 1871 he cameto Missouriana began bis carver at railroad work whieh 
he has continued for more than a quarter of n century, [le waa an engine 
wiper at first, on the Atlantic and Taeifie, at Springfield, Missouri. Le lett 
this rot five years later and located in Oswego, Kansas, where the “Prison” 
people employed Lim as a tachinist, and with wham he has since remain, 
Since the year 1880 he has been a resident of Neodestas one of her mest repu- 
table ard honered citizens. 

Mr. Krudwig was first married in Michiyan, November 18, 1868, to Susan 
ek, 4 lady of German birth. his tnion was prodactiye of tive children, all 
af whom died in intaney. For his second wife Mr. KRrudwig married, in 1877, 
Mies Mary Doherty. Four children blessed this marringe, two of wltom sur- 
vive. vies Joho ., of Stafford county, Nansus, a farmer; and Miss Mary, 
who is still in the family eirely. Mer. Reudwig’s third marriage occurred May 
|, 1886 to Mrs. Mary Schwickrath, a Missouri ludy. 

Mr. KRrudwig enlisted in Octobur, 1861. in Company By 34th Wiseonsina 
yoluntewr infantry for service in the war of the Rebellion. Tlis company was 
detached from the regiment for heavy artilery service and eighteen months of 
his term of unlishinent was spent in this branch of the aervies. After his dis- 
charge frou the army and recovery from a long sick spell he waz employed us 
a government teamster at Lowsville, Kentucky, for six mouths. Reburning 
home in 181 he took itp farming and dropped it to ge to the lumber regions 
of Michigan. 

In his tastes and sentiments Mr. Kraudwig is thoroughly American, in- 
dustry and frugality have been two of bis chief and commendable charac- 
feristics and he has camported himself with the dignity and patriotism be 
coming a worthy ertizon. 


PRESTON J. BEASLEY—The subject of this article was born in Craw- 
ford vounty, Missouri, February 10, L862. Tle is one of the young engineers 
of the “Friseo” line and while he came to Kansas in 18— he has resided (a 
Neodesha only since 18—,. His efficiency as # mechanic is Whiversally reeng- 
ce a admitted and his standing as va cilizen is withoul suspicion ar r4 
yromels. 

Preston J. Beasley is a son of C. M. and Mary A, (Snelson) Beasley, of 
Kentucky and Missouri birth, reepectively, The father was a large [armer 
und served in the Missouri State Militin daring the Civil war. He und his 
wife were members of the Baptist ehurch and he died in 1899 al about seventy- 
five years of age, His widow resides in Fort Sinith, Arkansas and is seventy- 
twe yeare old; born in 1888. Their nine children were: Al L., deceased; J. J, 
and A. A, residents of Missouri; Martha, wife of Charles Collins, of Colorady; 
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Prateos f,, Mos. Jd. ©. Moore, of Neadowlas J... onr subject: Julia, wife of 
Jolin Ossenforth, of Mirnett, Missouri: T) M., of Neodesha: and Nureka, wile 
of TD. Le Dual, 

Mr. Bensley, of this reviews wie a farmer boy until seventeen years of age 
mii acquired his educational equipment in the district school. He began his 
rilroad career asa fonce bilder and some time afterward got into the operat- 
ie dapartinent as a fireman on the St. Louie and San Francisco road. He 
passe! through ow vers experience as a brakeman, also, and when he had 
“shovelod coal into her” for oight years he wae given an engine and for the 
pet twelve vears he tas heen rinming a train. He has been one of the fortunate 
anes, bemng without a mark against hie record as a safe, careful and conseien- 
CLOW Cn ine. | 

September 25, VS87, our subject was married to Miss Mary M. Carrell, 
iv Lidia lady and a daughter of Michael and Cary Carrell, Ter father was 
a Mason mechanic and died iy IS78 al near seventy years of age. His wife 
(hed to TS80 at forty-five vears of age. Mrs. Beasley is the younyest of three 
children, via: Eva, wife of John Cass, of Springfield, Missouri;.J. W. Carroll, 
of BlPaso, Texas: aud Mary M. Bensley. 

Vive children have been born ta our subject aud Mrs, Beasley, They are: 
Ceyril O., Ethel ¥., Mary C., Hwa M. aud Carrell P, 

The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers is the only secret society with 
which Mr. Beasley has identified himself, and he and his wife are members of 
the M.. eltareh. fn polities he is an independent with Repnbliean leaninus, 


WILLIAM J. MIN—Willim P. Mix, of Fredonia, a retired meehanie, 
and one of the earliest settlers of Neodesha, was born hi whit is now West 
Virginia, in the city of Wheeliti, Oetoher 5, 1820.) His parents were William 
Poand Mare (Cole) Mix, the former of Massachusetts and the latter of Vir- 
winia birth, The father beeatie a crvil engineer wid was a boat captain on the 
high seae when he was uueried bat left the water and engaged i eivil enginewr- 
ing in Virginia many veers, Te lost his wife im dine, 1833. and some time 
later he went to Wentucky where he taught sehool for a time. While m that 
stale he was married Again amd renoved into Lee county, Lowa, where he died. 

The subject of this review was the Th ino Danily of ten children and is 
the only survivor, He nequired an academic education in Wheeling and learn- 
ed the trade of plastering which hw followed imany years, Oetober 20, 1861, 
he enlisted in Company 1) S4rd Ohie volunteer infantry and fought lie first 
battle at Shilel. Iie wae a participant in the Vieksburg eampaign which 
meant practically ninety davs and nights under fire, then inte the Missionary 
Ridge battle and on south into the campaign around Atlinta, He took part in 
hoth battles of Atlanta, on the 22nd and the 28th of July, 1864. He repre- 
sented the 54rd Ohio in a detail of a force from each regiment of a part of 
Slierman’s army, sent back by the general with londed wagons for the quarter- 
naster at Chattanooga. The goods were deliverwl safely and the detail re- 
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waited to gird them and was thus prevented from taking purt in the famous 
inarch to the sea. We veteranized January 1, 1864, and furlouwzhed home foe 
thirty days. When the vietorious army hed reached Washington for the grand 
rewiew the “Chatanooya detail” was ordered up with the wagoue wnd hagwawe 
to the same poiit, ‘They qwere ordered immediately from Washmgton to Louis- 
Ville, Kentucky, aid on weeount of thie eounter uvweh tie grand review was 
missed by Mr. Mix. His division was ordered to Littl: Tock, Arkuneas, fron 
Louisville. where le was diseharged from the service with the rest Auwwst 11. 
1865, When the war wae ended onl he wos diseharged Mr. Mix engaged in 
the hotel losiness in Allonsville, Ohio. Tle was made postmaster of the place 
and held the officer six years, At thie juneture he camo te Kansar and loewted 
in Neodosha, built his present home and bas residial i it ever since. 

On the sth dav of Ovtober, Is45. Mr. Mix wae married to Mise Suan 
Bates. an Ohio lady, and a daughter of Daniel ond Mary (Brothers) Bates, 
both born in Pennsylvania and of Gorman desoent. Mrs Mix is the only sire 
viyor of eleven children. Of the union of our subject and wife only one child 
was born, John B.. who died in 1N52 at the age of seven years. In chureh 
matters they are Methodists wd ve leader of the elass and in other capacitive 
Mr. Mix has shown himself to he o consistent and carnest Christian gentleman. 
Tn politics he is ardent in support of Republican principles and eandidates, 
Asa vitizen he is highly esteemed, and for their rare good qualities he and his 
companion m tfe have the goalwill and confidence of their large and honer- 
vhlo acquaintance. 

Mrs. Mix died Jaiuary 24, 1902. 


Bb. FRANK CARTER—The subject of this personal notice is one of the 
honored young men of the legal fraternity in Wilson county and has also wer 
prominence jn the domain of education and the press. He is purely a self 
made man and the responsibility for his present attamments is due ta no aid 
or mifluence not his own. He was born fatherless Janmary 15, 1871, in Wilson 
county, for Wis father had heen invedered in Tlumboldt in December before lis 
son was born, The father, James Carter, had recently removed to Kansas from 
Tilinvis and was supported to have much money on his person. Humboldt at 
that time was infested by a gang of thieves, inurderers and cut-throats, 
tanace lo Che life uf any respectable and prosperous person. ‘The identity af 
thie erimw may not have come to light su as to lhe its responsibility bot ite 
perpetrator may have met like fate at the hands of bis ewn partners in crim. 

James Carter and Sarah Stowe, lis wile, were horn in Lincolnshire, Mug. 
land, and were there married. We was a farmer and belonged to the peasant 
class. He came to the Uniled States in the latter part of the fifties, spending 
five woeks in a sailing vessel on the way over. He landed in New York, came 
on to Chieago but settled witimately in DeKalh county, Hlinois. He and his 
wife were the persunificalion of indastey, worked early and late and all the 
time, and were frugal im their labifs and in this way came into a goodly degree 


TO2 HISYOKY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS, 


of prosperity. Marly in the winter of 170 they eame to Wilson county, Mun. 
sax, and purcliaeoat a claim of Mr, Allen, seven miles north of Fredonia. As 
Hiwnboldt was the main teading point for this locality it was on a journey Lo 
aid from that place that Mr. Carter was shot ane killed and hia team anil 
inoney taken. His widow and her six children braved the hardships of the 
frontier, improved they farm and struggled into semi-indopendence. ‘The 
children grew to be honorable men and women and to take part in the affairs 
of life. They were, Elina, of Fredonia: Fred W_, who resides on the old home: 
William H., a farmer in Wilson county: Rosa, deceased wife of George Znaeh- 
nitt; Mrs. Nellie Coleman, of Mrodenia; and B. 7, owr subject. 

Mr. Carter, of this review. spent much of his time in youth in the eountry 
schools. Tle onteroil the Kansue state normal school at twenty-one years of 
ive and finished a Course there m R95. He was maintaining his own expenses 
while there getting through college and while a student started a college paper 
called “The Student’s Salute” which received a gratifying response and snp- 
pert from tho students of the normal To start the paper he borrowed a dollar 
eich from twenty-four of the normal boys whieh sem Insured the life of the 
paper for thirty days. One of the faentty donated $2.00 to lelp the enterprise 
along as soon as he leard of "The paper was published in the interest of 
the institution and was made seo attvactive and the demand for it was 40 great 
that the profits trom its publication paid the way of its editer through the 
remainder af lis school days, When bis laod was withdrawn from the helo 
the “Normal Salute” sickened and finally died. 

His college eourse completed Mr, Carter became assistant principal of the 
Fredonia schools, teaching literature and bistery. He remained in that posi- 
tion one year an was vlected principal of the Benedict schools, Tle filled this 
position four years aid while in that place established “The Benedict Courier,” 
He was studying law at this time and February 11, 189, he was admitted to 
the bar before Judge Leander Stillwell and maintained an office and did same 
prachiee in ¢onnection with lis school and newspaper work, Tis practice in- 
ereased until he had cither to quit tis sehool or the law wd he chose tn favor 
of the law. Marvh 1, 1901, le located in Neodesha where he opened an office, 
He studied stenography. beeame proficient in it and was Col, J. Q Carpenter’s 
stenographer in the state senate during the bist legislature. 

Auwust 7. 1807, Mr. Carter was tiarried to Miss Jennie Prunty, a daugt- 
ter of Lew Prunty, of Benedict, a large steek man and merchant. Mr. Carter 
indulges in Repobliean polities and has niade something of a local reputation 
as vampaigner throughout the townships of Wilson county. Ile is a Mason 
and « member of the Rastern Star, and Was passed all the chairs in local 
Pythianism. 


DR. oO. D. SHARPE—A leading spirit in the practice of medicine in 
Neodesha und one whose fame as a physician and surgeon is gaining wide 
popularity is Dr. O. D, Sharpe, of this notice. He has not come like the 
“mushroom deetor, with flaring headlines and professional boastfulness, but 
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rose gradually ne ur solid, earnést and slollfwl physician, winning his way by 
his personal worth. He eame to Neadesha ion 1895 fresh from a therongh eol- 
legialu course in medicine and at this time las a paying practice established 
among the lest fainihes of his oommunity. a facet which isa high compliment 
to his ability und his personality, . 

November 21, L868, in Caledonia, lowa. Dr, Sharpe was born. Lis jul 
ents were William and Sarah BE, (MeAnineh) Sharpe. Lidiana people, the 
former of whom resides now in Wilson county and is regarded as pinony her 
well-to-do and thrifty farmers. ‘The father wasn member of General Harri- 
aon's regiment, the Tth Indiana infantry, where he served three and a hale 
years. Ile went “te the sea” with General Sherman. atended the grand 
review at Washington and jmone who takes a deep and warn interest in eoldiers 
and their doings in time of war, Mrs. Sharpe died in 1880 at the aye of thirty 
three years. The children of this worthy eouplo are four in uumber, az fol- 
lows. A, Va graduate of the law deyertuent of the Kansas state university; 
Dr. O. Do; Minnie, wife of the Rey. W.R. Newmans and Ett B.. who married 
Knoeh Wiggins, of Wilson county, 

Dr. Sharpe attended the Lincoln Center, Nansas, schools, graduating ia 
i business course, THe attended the Kansas City medieal college and graduated 
in the class of 1895, being third ma elaxs of twenty-nine, In April following 
his graduation he came to Neodesha and began his professional eonnvetion with 
Wilson county. 

Th April, 1886, De. Sharpe was marriad to Miss Kiana Williauis, orm tn 
Nevada, Missouri. and n dawohter of H. 1. Williams, of that city, Two sons 
are the result of this marriage, viv. Kil) We and Olin D. "The dovtor is a 
Workin, holds a meibership in the Woodinen of the World. aud im the A, 
O. Po and the A. A. A. io all of whieh orders he oceupivs the position of ex- 
imining physivian, In religious matters he is 4 Baptist and in polities a 
Republican, 


J. L. MOORHEAD, M. D.—Among the representatives of the honorable 
professions of Wilson county ja le whose name introduces this brief reviow, 
He was born in Edina, Missouri, in T870. and is a son of the Rev, J, Moorhead, 
well known fn Missouri and Kansae as a minister of the Methodist ehureh and 
now one of the strong and active workers of Kansas. The latter was marrivd 
te B.S, TLavward, an Indiana lady, while ho himself wae horn in Treland, Rey. 
Moorhead is a gradnare of the agrioultnral college of Ohio, and spent twenty- 
five years in the ministry in Missouri. He was for twelvo years » presiding 
elder and Was a menber of the weneral conterence. Fle eame to Kansas abont 
1886 and seryed two years as chaplain of the Kansas penitentiary. He resides 
now im Baldwin, the home and seat of Methodism in Kanenas, and he and his 
wile are aged sixty-five and sixty years, respectively. Of their four children 
Dr. Moorhead is the third born. 

"he doctor was educated in Baker university. Tn company with his father 
ant brother he published the “Baldwin Ledger” for a few years. He attended 
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the Kansas Medion! college where he graduated in 1895 und took # position at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, in the Indian eervice. Lle remained there one year, re- 
signed and took w position #4 frst assistant in the asylum for the ineane set 
Topeka, Kansas, where lie remained two years, or during the administration 
of Governor Morrill Jn 1898 he resigned this position and began practice in 
Neodesha, Tis practice is general in eharacter and he is a a of the 
Stute and American Medical seciefies. He hae been a member of the hoard 
of health sinew his residenee in Neodesha and is surgeon, loeally, for hoth the 
Missouri Pacific and Frise railroads, He is a Mason, belongs to the Chapter 
and Conunandery, is past high priest of the chapter and worshipful master of 
the Blue Lodge. He is a Republican, 

Dr. Moorhead i 9 gentleman of culture and of high scholarship and broad 
information. These traits he inherits trom his father, who is a man (is 
ftingnished m appearanee, of splendid physique, genial in manner, and with 
rare gifts of oratory which come from spontaneous outhursts of feeling, The 
professional aud personal merits of the son are recognized already and have 
gained hin @ practice ample as a eompliment to his efficiency and werth. 

Dr Moorhead Was tarred to Miss Georgn Allen, only daughter of Dr. 
FP, T, Alfen, of Neodesha. on Oefober 9, 1901. 


DR. EDWARD N, NICIIOLS, DD. 8—The worthy eitizen of Neodesta 
whose naine introduces this review is a representative of a prominent family 
of that eity and composed of W. H.,.!, D., and E. N,. Nichols. The last named 
was born im Florence, Massachusetts, May 29, 1860, He came to Neodesha 
with his purents in 1876 and has been w resident here since. ‘he father was a 
well known mechanie and died in the Awl confidence and respect of the town, 
Febroary 19, 1898, while his mother still resides here an honored Judy and a 
sympathetic neighbor and friend, She was born in 1823 and her hosband was 
born in 1823. Their seven ehildron were Helen, deceased, married Frank Peo- 
field: William HL; Charles H., a resident of Wichita, Kansas: J.D. umd Byron 
twins, the lather deceased: Dr. BE. N., our anbjvet: and Mary E.. now Mes A. 
Bauman, of Neodesha. 

Doctor Nichole was educated in (he common sehools of Beaver Falle, Penn- 
sylvania, and of Canton, Ohio, Tis first rogular work in life was in a dry 
eoods store in Nuodesha where he clerked for ten years, He then began the 
study or dentistry under Dr. J, J. Parker of Neodesha and Dr. W, S. Catly, of 
Fredonia, Later he did similar ‘Sbe Seoee | work im the office of Dr. 3S. 'T. 
Tlall, of Tnlependenee, Nansas, He took the examination for his certificate in 
1892 and opened an offiee in his home town at once. Eis success tn his pro- 
fession can ha accounted for for two reasons: First, he is a salled workman 
and understands his subjeet perfectly; and, second. hiz social position and 
standing is such us to Commend Itim to the favor of all, 

Denwmber 21, 1899, Doctor Nichols was married te Miss ‘Tillie Schmidi, 
bern in Germany, and who came to Kansas about 1869, She is a daughter of 
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A. G, Sehinidt, who died in Neodesha in 18— at seventy years of age and the 
father of three children, viz, Emma, wife of Joseph Tieree, of Neodesha: 
Lacy. Mrs. S. A. Evans, of Little Rock, Arkansas; and Mrs. Nichols. Dy. 
and Mrs. Nichols have one child, Byron D. The doctor is a Royal Arch Magen, 
and a Republican in polities. Lt is the pride of his town to acknowledge lim 
as one of her best citizens. Whatever promises well for her moral or material, 
or edurational advantage meets with his friendly and substantial encourage- 
inemt, and if he leaves any duty in lite unperformed it is the fault of his 
Judgment and not his mtentions. 


J. 1. NICHOLS—The mervantile firm of J. D, Nichols & Bro., of Neo- 
Hesha, is well known and among the leading marts of trade in Wilson county. 
Its preprictors and promoters are men of standing and of business integrity 
and itis the purpose of this brief sketch to portray the life work of the senior 
partner in the lirm, 

J.D. Nichols was born in Franklin county, Massachusetts, June 13, 1857. 
His parents were J, TH. andl Eliza KE. Nichols, mentioned in the sketel of W. 
HA. Nichols in this volume, ‘The contmen schools [nrnished the material for 
the education of our subject and he was bronyht to Kansas at nineteen yours 
of age, At the aye of fourteen veurs he hegan contributing to his own support 
as an vinploye ina cutler shop in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania. He served in all 
of the departments of that business during lie five years tenure with them, ani 
when his father took him to Canton, Ohio, he entered another cullery establish- 
Hunt and remained another five vears. His first work as a mechanic in Kansas 
was dene in the wachine shop whieh his father and brother founded in Neo- 
deshn. When it closed tis doors be learned the tinner’s trade and secured a 
position as such with C. L. Cross, in Mureh, 1881, ab Thayer, Kaneas. He 
remamed with him thirteen years and then employed with W. 7. Boyle & Co. 
of Garnett, Kunsas, hardware dewlers, ITe was in their employ four yeare when 
he and his brother, W. H. Nichols, formed a partnership and opened the buesi- 
ness of which he is at present the active head. They pu aan the stock anil 
business of the Angus Stewart estate and since 1895 have conducted their 
business under the present firm name. In addition to shelf and heavy hard: 
ware they carry tinware, pumps and a full line of pluutbers’ supplies. 

Myr. Nichols wat married Ootober 3, 1883, to Miss Hariett L. Collins, ai 
English lady, and a daughter of Zebulon and Harriett Collins, the former of 
whom is deceased, Three of their four children are vet living, as follows. Mrs. 
Nichols; Fred, a city grain imepeetor in Kansas City, and Gebulon, a tobne- 
conist of Chicago Heights, lino. Mr. and Mrs. Nichols have an only ehild, 
Zolla, & very interesting little maiden. 

Tn fraternal matters Mr. Nichols is a Mason, a Knight of Pytlhias, and 
Modern Woodman. In polities he is well known as a Republican and a cham- 
pion of the administration of the late President MeKinley. 
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W. H. NICHOLS—The subject of this brief biography is the efficient 
forciimne Of the round honse ab Neodesha. For twenty years be lis been rail- 
ronding and for the past nine vears hae filled the position to which this article 
altaches him. Te was born in Hampshire county, Massachusetts, April 27, 
Is52. his parents heing Josiah H. and Eliza (Luce) Nichols, Massachusetts 
pesple by birth. His father learned the machinist trade in Massachusetts and 
in wilde hfe emigrated from that state to Canton, Ohio, where he resided 
bil ISTH when he came inte Kansas and loeated in Neodeshn, He opened 
4 niachine shop there, with his son, whieh yenture'did not prove a financial 
steevss and which, therefore, was abandoned, The remaining vears of hie life 
were passed in Wilson county. tn polities he was one of the original McKinley 
nen. He east his ballot first for the late president for the offiee of county 
attorney of Sterk county, the fivst office the president ever held, and he voted 
for hin for president af the United States, 

Reine o proficient mechanic our subjeet easily obtained employment when 
he applied bo the rises people for a place. dle was one of their reliable ta- 
chinists from 1880 tntil 1803, at which time he was promoted to round hoiee 
foreman. His dudes wre dane when fis remembered that all engines running 
lo Neodesha on this tine of read are upon his records and ander his charge, to- 
vother with their engineers and firemen, and all other help required to eave 
for and handle them and theiy supplies. He is interested in the commercial 
affairs of his town in that he owns a bardware bosiness here under the man- 
dvenent of a brother, J. 0. Niehols. Hi line served his littl: eity asa member 
of her couneil awd bas always daintuned that sincere interest m ler public 
affairs expected of avery good aad honorable citizen, 

Mr, Nichols was jmarrayl jo Miss Caroline (. Colelwmgh. an Ulineis Indy 
wid a danghter of J. B. amd Margaret Colebaugh, native people of Penneylva- 
nia. Their four children are, Mrs Niehole: Khner, of Fort Dodye, Raman, 1 
emmluctor on the Union Paeific railrond: Lone: and Miss Grace Colebaugh. 
The father and mother reside in Neodesha and are well on toward the evenmuy 
al life The father was a soldier of the eivil war, served most honorably for 
about four years and is beneficiary of the government today. He gave his 
services in time of great nulional need and distress and bus nnqualifiedly merit- 
“1 the amall favor extended by the nation tn return, 

Mr. and Mes, Nichols have no children, 


ROBERT HAYS—A well known contrnetor and huidder of Neodesha ‘2 
the gentleman whose name introduces this hiography., He was born in Perry 
wounty, Ohio, Angust 10, 1859, not fur from the birthplace of the illustrious 
Sheridan, His parents were John Hays, Sr. and Mary (Larimer) Havs of 
Seoteh extraction, The father was « farmer and made settlement in Ohio 
dhout 1819, fram bis native heath tm what is now West Virginia, then simply 
Virginia. Te waa born in Oetobur, 1795, and died in Noble county, Tndiana, 
i 1877, Tis wife died in 1562 at the age of sixty-one vears. They were both 
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lifelong members of the Methodist church and were the parents of eight clild- 
ron, muely, Cynthia, deceased, who marriod Alfred Cochran; Sarah, deceasus|, 
who married DeMo#ws Black; Margaret, who died in Neodesha im 100, was the 
wife of Asa Johneaton; Wlizabeth, widow of James Grraffis, of Hocking oounty, 
Ohio; Witham, whe died in Noble county, Indiana; Mary, who died at ten 
years of age; Robert, our subject; and John S.. who resides in Noble county, 
Tokina. The latter served in the army tive yours, enlisting m 1861 and being 
inustered ont in TkG8. He was in the quarter-master’s department and remain- 
wl in the service till the business of the department was settled up, 

The subject of this sketch was educated in the county of his birth and in 
Noble county, Todiana, Ags a boy he aided his father upon the farm and as a 
young man he learned his trade in Noble county. Indiana, August 25, 1861, 
he enlisted in Company C, 30th Indiana volunteer infantry dad met the eneny 
first in the buttle: of Shiloh, in whieh engagement the elose proxunity of the 
heavy cannonading burst the dram of his right ear, After much skirmishing 
across vountry the next enyayement was the Stone river battle and in this hw 
Was slightly diinaged by a spent and glancing bullet. At the battle of Chiea- 
hisuga he was detailed on the staff of General Johnston as orderly and served 
as such fora perio! of vighteen months, when lis term of enlistment expired. 
He took part in most of the battles from Rockfuced Ridge to Atlanta, Septem- 
her 2t, 1864, he wus discharged at Indianapolis and at once engaged in earpen- 
ter work at Ligenier in Noble vounty. Te remained there three years and 
then went to Kalamazoo county, Michigan, and passed two more years in the 
same line of work. Ile then went to Lawrenee, Kansas, in May, L870, and im 
August following came to Neolesha where he has singe made his home. Maury 
of the buildings of the town and vicinity have been erected by him, hustness 
ond residence, Which stand as monwnents to his workmanship and skill. Lhe is 
one of the charter members of the local building and loan association and is 
one of its trustees. 

November 17, 1864, Mr, Ilays was inarried to Mies Byrene Landon, « 
danzhter of James Landen, deceased, Twe children have been born te Mr. and 
Mrs. Hays, vix,, Orris, of Neodesha, who first married Miss Mittie Booth—this 
wnion producing one child, KRyla—and whose present wife was Miss Hattie 
Muchinore: Mesa, wife of F. W. Robinson, was a printer and an aceomphebed 
wusivian, organist in the lresbyterian church for a long period, where her 
singing aml playing are much appreciated. Mr. Tavs is past commander cf 
Humphrey Post, G. A. Rand is a member both of the Odd Fellows and Ma- 
sonic fraternities im which he has passed al! the chairs of the local lodges. His 
intervet in polities has heen su enthusiastic us to inoculate his whole family why 
are pronounced and unmistakable Repablieaus, 


T. J, HUDSON—T. JJ. Hudson was born Oet, 80, 1844, in Boone caun- 
ty, Indians, aod wae reared in his native county, in the schools of which he 
received his early education, taking a course also in an academy at Lehanon, 
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Indiana, and spent one vear at Wabash college at Crawfordsville, te taught 
several terms of school in Boone and Hendricks counties, in his native state; 
ihen in 1806 caine to Kansas where after teaching one year he gave ap seloul 
rein werk and began the study of law, veuding law books furnished by Ruggles 
& Plumteat Emporia, He was ndinittel to the bar at Jola in 1869 and in 
Mareh, 1870, located at Fredonia. 

Thirty-two vears thos spun the era of Mr, Hadson'’s connection with Wil- 
son comity alairs and they have been years filled with Inbeors and crowned with 
more thin average sucvess. As a lawyer he carly took rank at the Wilson 
county bar and numbers among lis clients tuany of long residenee and large 
interests in the eoanty, his elientnwe extending alvo to ndjacent counties and 
states, in the United States court, and adinttted ro practice in United Stats 
supreme court. Being a Demoerat with some liking for politics he hae been 
nore or tess or poblie life wand we fled o nmmber of offices. In J868 he was 
elocted to the state logiehiture wad while a member of that body supported the 
iheasures looking to the adoption of the Fifteenth wmendment to the United 
Sintes constitution, giving the right of suffrave to the colored people He 
servial four Terms as county attorney of Wilson county, aud as many times as 
naver of Fredonia. Te wae a inember of the Fredonia echool bond several 
years wong ite first treasurer, in which position he sold six per cent schoo! 
fonds at par, & transaction theretefore unprecedented in Kansas, by 1X2 he 
was elected! to the Pifty-third congress by a majority of more than two thoua- 
ail vetes and was unanimonsly nominated dor re-election Wut declined the 
nomination. Tle waea member of the board of regents of the state agricultyrel 
college! twa years (1897 to 1898) and was its loan commnussioner handling sev- 
eral hundred thousand dollars without the loss af a dollar. 

Mr. Hurson belongs te that ulase of men whose ambition it is to aecomp- 
lish something. The was ony of the chief promoters of the railroads entertny 
Fredonia. When the St. Louis and San Francisco railway was discussed he wae 
spokesman of the committees which went to St. Louis to interest capitaliets, 
having a survey made ote., which resulted in seeuring the rowd. He helpeil 
organize the A. T. & 8. F, local company and was attorney for the road while 
it was heing lnilt, Helped organize the Mo. Pae.. was president of the local 
company while it was being built, intereste| New York capitalists, ete., eontril- 
iting liberally of lis tine and means in securing then, He wrote the petition 
asking for the new eourt house and cireulated it ond when the matter got ito 
the courts he conducted the case for the petitioners in the district court ond 
later in the supreme court, and won. He was one of the organizers of the Wil- 
son county bank and mm connection with his brother, Isaac Hudson, built the 
opera house block, one of the handsame and substantial structures in the busi 
ness part of Fredonia, He bas acquired large landed interests in the state, 
owning w rane of several hundred neres near Fredonia where he devotes dan- 
siderable attention to the breeding and raising of blooded Shorthorn cattle, 
‘In these and similar wave hie time has heen spent and even this brief recital 
will amply justify the statement made at the outset of this article that he has 
not eaten any of the bread of idleness during his thirty-two years residence in 
tlhe county. 
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On October 4. L870. Ma, Hodson marricd Miss Knuana Campbell, then of 
Topeka, Naugas, but np uative of Pennevivania, whenee her parents moved to 
Kansas in 1858, Her futher was Francis Campbell and her mother, before 
iateiage. Elizabeth Nichols, the Campbells coming originally from Conneecti- 
ent. the Nichols from Massachusetts, and related, the latter, to the Browne of 
lhe ol Bay stute, ancestors of Osawatomic Brown. Mrs, Hudson wus reared 
in Kansas and was a member of the first graduates of Washbarn eollege. Mer. 
ant! Mrs. Hudson hava two sone and three daughters: Lois, wife of Gny Allen, 
Andrew, Elizabeth, Thomas J., Blanch wud Marjome. The parents are mem- 
hers of the Methodist Episcopal ehurch umd Mr. Hudson ie « Mason, having 
joined the order many years ago and taken ull the degrees up to and ineloding 
the Scottish Rite. Assisted in organizing the Methodist ehoreh at Fredonia, 
having previously assisted in organizing the first Sunday school in the county, 
that wt Coville. non-sectarian. 


MOWARD FE, LOSKINS—The late Edward Everett Hoskins, of Neo- 
esha, was one of the old coterie of railrond men as well aso duseendant of one 
Of the old) Agnwerieun families, He wie vight venertions removed trom the 
original William Hoskins, the Englishman, who settled in Massachusetts in 
LOS ail whose posterity found its way westward into Connuctieut, Vermont, 
and into New York which last state it seems to lve reached as a pioneer and 
from which the father of our subject migrated into Venango county, Pennsyl- 
yania. Wilham Hosking, the great-grandfather of our subject, with two 
brothers, took n prominent part in the war for American independence, being 
1 general and » man of duueh influence and power in his colony, 

Rdwant i. Hoskme was born ta Vinango county, Penneyvivania, September 
14. 145. and was a son of Samuel A. and Corieandia P. (Powell) Toskine, 
both nutive of New York state. They were married in Jamestown, New York, 
October 24, Led, and went inuediately inte Pennsylvania. Samuel A. Hoe- 
kins was a grocer and while life was full of hope and promiae he was cut down 
in early life, dying August 12, 1849, at twenty-four years of age, His wife 
survived him and died Deeember 14, L860, at thirty-nine years of age. They 
were consistent mombers of the Presbyterian cliureb. 

Onur snbjeet was the ouly child of hie parents. He was shorn of parental 
guardianship at the age of fifteen and from thenee forward hie life lay alony 
lines self-chosen for his guidance. He waa educated in an Episcopal academy 
at Payriesville, Ohie, leaving school at the age of seventeen and going to Jautus- 
town, New York, where he enlisted im Company B. 72nd New York voluntesr 
infantry, He joined his regiment at Spottevlvania Court Flouse and immerdi- 
ately went inte the battle of the Wilderness without any sort of preliminary 
(raining or instruction. He took part in all the fighting done by the Army of 
(he Potomac from that on to the close of the war, including the final act wt the 
surrender of Lee’s army at Appomatox, Ths vervice covered a period of two 
years and four months, about as severe and dangerous os any ever experianced, 
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and yet he cseaped without wounds er eapture. After the grand review st 
Washington he returned to the place of his enlistment and soon thereafter 
entered elyil pursuits. 

Railroading sevmed to promise wiueh in the way of opportunities and re- 
iniineration just alter the war wid into this service Mr. Hoskins went, He 
boeatne a brakeman on the New York Central for two years when, gaining his 
inatjority, he went to Wankakes county, Thnois, and, with his legacy, bought 
farm land and cultivated it for three vears, But the life-of a farmer was too 
slow and plodding for hin and be returned to the road. Te seeared emplov- 
nent with the Chicago, Alton and St. Louts railroad and worked his way np 
through oll the etations from brakeman to passenger conductor, In LATA he 
lift this company wml, going tO the Recky Mountarus, he emploved with the 
Colomdoe Central as conductor but remained only a short time, joining the 
Saute Fe company und returning east into Kanese in 187). December 1, of 
the ver TARO be left the AT. & S21 company and joined the St. Louis and 
San Francisco conpany. lwating in Neodesha. Hoe started at the bettom rng 
i! the ladder, as a brakeman, and Januaty 1, 1884, he was made a condnetor 
and can a freight train till Mareh 1, 1892, whon he ws promoted te a possen- 
cer ronoon the Beanmont branch and he remeverd his family to Anthony, Kan- 
siz, Where he remaimed for a period of five years, when this branch road ws 
discontinued ond be returned to Neodesha and went on the main line ae a 
freight conductor and was so employed tip te the time of lis death, He died 
siddenty From a stroke of apoplexy at his Lome on the morning of August 1, 
LA90, anid was bured wonder the auspices of the several Masonic bodice of which 
he was a member, 

With the close of the lite of Edward Everett Hoskins ended alse a remark- 
able career of pearly thirty-tive years in railroad work, Tle witnessed alpiost 
the entire growth of thie department of industry, for railroading up to 1865 
lac not made the great strides in development that have been made sinee; it 
was Only in its infaney, The equipment of forty years ago was only a tem- 
porary miuleshift. as compared with that of the twentieth century, and would 
be totally inadequate to the demands of any line of the present day. As a 
soldier and eivilian tiany ztirring eyents were crowded into the life of our 
subject. Many hardships (need tim along the journey bat. in the main, the 
spin of his life was an era of contentment, lappiness and pleasure. Ile pos- 
aossed many sovinl qualities, was generous, hopeful and very energetic. He was 
frank and impalstve, always ready to atd or command a friend. THe was 
popular with employes and associates and was always found competent to 
perform any duty required of hitn, 

Mr, Hoskine was married in Greenwood county, Kansas, June 26, 1881, 
to Miss Marv Beecher, of New York state, and a daughter of Jesse and Harriet 
(Hickmott) Beechur, who were married in Maidstone, England, Mr. Beecher 
was & soldier in our ei war, enlisting in the 112th New York volunteer in- 
fantry, in 1862. He was in the Arniy of the Potomac and was in twenty-one 
battles of the war. He died in the hospital at Wilmington, North Carolina, 
April 24, 1865, and is buried at that place in the National cemetery. Mr. 
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aod Mra. Beecher were marricdl Noyernber 20, 1848, and were the parents ul 
vloven children of whom Mra. Hoskins is the youngest, being bora in the village 
of Sherman, New York, April 21, 1863. aud the only child bor in Ameries. 
She ia in thorengh aeeord with the American idea, believing in equal privileges 
1) all who desire to promote the best Luterests of our common country. 

(inte Mr. and Mrs, Tlogkins were born tive children, ‘hose surviving are 
Pera, an accomplished pianist, an “Mastern Star” wd a amember of the famaly 
cole: Charles, a nigh sehool pupil, class of 1903, nnd Baby Gladness, a sun- 
how fn the household. 

Mr, Hoskins belonged to the Masonic fraternity: Harmony Lodge, No. 
4, Neodesha, Royal Arch Chapter al. Harper, Kansas, and Commandery No. 
47, at Anthony, Kansas, and he with his wife was a member of the Kastern 
Star. For a number of yenrs he was in the Order of Railway Condaetors, mul 
held policies of insurance in benevolent orders. 


ALBERT L, WHKLLS—Albert TL, Walls, of Neodesha, retired drageist, 
eotuettinan, ml one of the active young business inven of his town, has passed 
almost his entire majority ni Wilson county, THe was horn in Greencastle, 
Tiina, December 24, 1860, and his parents were Kare TL and Wlivn M. 
(Gwin) Wells, whow births orcurrad, (he former in Obie and the latter in 
lawa, 

Mr. Wells, of this reviety, Was cduented in the common sehool of Tndiana mad 
Missourt, His varlivet stroke in business was in a elerkehtp tn a cru store 
it Neodesha im 188%. In this, the Huddleson store, he shadied phartnacy and 
wae inabled to pase sucevsafully the examination required by law, bemp the 
first person to secure & Certificate as a registered plarimacien in Wilsow county, 
After five years asa clerk he became a partner in the “Palace” chug store in 
Neolesha, the firm being Welle and Ingrant, In a few months Mr, Wells 
honvht the interest of lus partner and continued the bneinges alone for several 
vears. Dn L888 he sold lis stock tod went te the Indian Territory where, at 
Nowala, he opened a business of the same kind, eondueted it eix years himselt 
und still owns the store. As late as LS88 everything was “rutining wild” in the 
Territory and all the famous characters were in the zenith of their careers. The 
Daltons, Henry Star, and “Cherokee Bill and their prototypes were carrying 
on a systematic plan of robbery wud “heldupe” and the winnie country was in 
i) state of terrorism. Guard traine were rwo ahead of the regular express and 
mail trains and at night nothing but fremht trains carried lights for a long 
tinw. These bandits were not all wearing white sking, for a few voony In- 
dians were found to be efficient wnderstudics at this sort of recreation and they, 
tog, came to the seatfold along ahout the time their illustrious leaders mot then 
fates. The experience of Mr. Welle in the Indian countey covers the reign of 
(ovroy organized there by the be-pistoled gentlemen—anessengers of death—and 
he had an opportunity to see many of the chief actors in the trayedies of that 
period. Tle alse had a store af Sapulpa in the Creek Nation bat closed ont all 
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iis active connections in TU wand returned ta Nevdesha. He torned his atlen- 
Hon to other and different business matters upou his rehirn here, having 
superintended the construction of the V.V. V. brick compaisy, in whielr he had 
i linancial interest, He is » etockholder in the Neodegha ice plant and ts a 
ember of the council 

August 17, 1884, Mr, Wells was tnarricd jo Miss Mary 1. Dorr, who wae 
born in Tlinois, mud was a daughter of Conrad aud Surah E. (Miner) Dorr, 
Mr, Dorr was a German by borth but his wile was of Lewiston, Wlinots. Both 
reside in Fulton county, Ulinots, aod are the parents of six children, namely, 
Mrs. Wells; Ollie, wife of TH. B. Moore. of Neodesha; Arah, a teacher in the 
Fulton county schools: Harry, whe is running the drug store in Sapulpa; Mer- 
ritt, who died at twenty-throe years, and Gertrude, the wife of Perry Bauph- 
magn, OF Lox Angeles, California. Mr. and Mre. Wells have two children, L. 
Forrest und Paul lL. Mr. Wells is a Mason and was the founder of the lodge 
at Nowata. [le wie its worthy master for six years and conferrad degrees in 
both the Enylish and the Cherokee; in the latter through an interpreter. No 
other civilized seerot order has ever thriven among the Ted Men and Mr. Wells 
considers it one of the substantial civilizing mtluenves with good fortune 
enough to he introduced inte their midst, 

In bis political affiliations Mr, Wells has a strong attachment for the Re- 
publican party. Tt yields him no profit as its servant but as a citizen the adap- 
tation of its principles to our system of government is apparent to him and his 
private interests are the positive gainer thereby. 





JAMES KANSAS MONGAN—J. KR. Morgan, Neodcsha’s ettiment, post- 
indster, is a native of Donglas county, Kansas, and has passed his forty-four 
years under the seddetive iluenees of (he Kansas air, He was endowed at 
birth with western tinpulses, and the spirit of western institutions and senti- 
ments las eoutrolled him all the years of his majority. Tt is the field of news 
paper work Which knows him best and it ts as editor and publisher that ae 
shall be mentionwal lerenm, 

The Morgans of this review ary pionver Americans, Their residence in 
this county antedates the Reyolation and the preat-erandfather of our subject 
was a Colonial soldier in the ranks of the Army of Independence. From the 
state of Pennsylvania some representative of the Morgan family started west- 
ward wilh the lide of tinigration and the family was finally planted by the 
erandfather of J. Ik. Morgan in Sungamon eounty, Ulinots, where. about 1825, 
Josiah B. Morgan, our subject's father, was born. The latter married 
Sangamon county lady, Mary A, Reed, and continued the fnmily journey west- 
ward to the Territory of Kansas in the vear 1858. They settled in Donglas 
conunty and there, on the Sth of December. 1858, thetr first child, J. Kansas, 
was born. The other issue of this pioneer comple are Elmira Frances, wife of 
R. C. Johnson, of Denver, Colorado: Eliza A., wife of KE. L. Jones. of Nevo- 
desha, two daughters who died in infaney, and a son, Josiah C.. who died May 
1, 1895. 
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In 1866 Josiah B. Morgan brought his family inta Wilson county and sot- 
“ed a farm near the present town of Neodesha. He continued to engage him 
self thus till about 1876 when he retired to the little town where he now resides 
He and his wife are active members of the ME. church and reared their 
ehildren to a full and clear know ledge of their relation to their Maker. 

J. K. Morgan was educated in the schools of his favorite town. He began 
life asa teavher and engaged in that oecitpation io winter and farmer in sum- 
mer for six years, In March, 188+, he purchased the Neodesha Ktegister, 
successor to the Neodesha Free Press, with his father as a silent partner in 
the business. He published this paper till November 9, 1899, and made +, 
mie of the strongest weekly Republican periodicals of the state. Tt appeared 





regmarly as a newey and attractive sheet with real editorials, full of hope auil 
cheer and strong with appeal for honesty and fairness and patriotic devotion 
to state aud nation. Te solid his paper to J. P. Bell wha, in turn, sold it te its 
present publisher, Fred Badver. In 1891 Mr. Morgan hegan the publication, 
in company with an old railroad man, C. C. Crouse, “The Railroad Register,” 
at first as a department of his weekly Register but its popularity became ap- 
parent so sudden that the new departure took form in a separate and distinet 
paper. It acquired a wide ¢irculation among railroad men and was, for a 
time, the recognized organ of the Kansas State Federation of Labor. In 189% 
the publication of “The Railroad Register” was transferred to Topeka, a more 
central point and where facilities were better for handling a large issue, and 
plans were laid for handling a much greater volume of business, as its owners 
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had reason tm believe would come to them. The panie of 1803-4, followed by 
the stride on the Santa Pe road deall their hopes a shattering blow and the 
“Railroad Tegister™ went into rapid decline and final death, His first love, 
the “Neodesha Tegister” then reevived the fill time and attention of its editer 
up to the date of its sale in 1899. ln June, 1898, Mr, Morgan was appointed 
postmaster of Neodesha and took possession of the office the 11th of the month 
following. Asa nly the importunt part played by the postoffice in » sora) 
vily Is nol appreeinted by the public, A majority look upon it as being a place 
lo vo and yet their mail, mud charge the putiont and forbearing postmaster of 
“holding oot” on than, if they do not hove mail Many of the more intelligent 
hive te conception of the iniportant responsibilities attached to the position 
of postmaster, and the fact that the postottice of their town constitutes one of 
The most important factors in all ther legitimate enterprises. The poetoffice 
ia the agent of our government. [lt facilitates lmeiness, protects you from 
Proud and swindle, transmite mossages of love, receives and pays out money, 
and increases ite size, husmese and foree as you inerese your patronage. The 
present menmbont af the Neodesha postottice is pecularly adapted to the pdost- 
tion. Lhe isa mam of nnonsual sincerity of charaeter, absolutely without bypn- 
crisy, and with outspoken convictions. Ie is kindhearted to a fault, always 
rend y to help those in distress, and it ja euch qualities that have endeared lin 
too large eirele of friends, While he tas been, always, an ardent party man, 
ail a hard worker for what lie believes to he right he is never offensive nor 
himistful in his manner” 

Jity 20, 1885, Mr. Morgan was married to Mise Lillian M. Booth, a 
Wiseonsin lady, and 4 daughter of George &, Booth of Madison county, Wis- 
vomsin, Mas, Morgan Was a compositor aid had had much experience in lews- 
paper offices in Wiseousin and Kansas. Three children are the result of this 
wiion, wiz; Wallace Booth, Ernyiee I. and Isabel Josephine. 

“Republican,” written across his lniner, indicates Mr, Morgan's political 
alliliations, Ife is somewhat of a campaigner and is one of the men whose 
support is highly prized by those seeking the sovereign vote in Wilson county 
or the Third Congressional district. 

Recently Mr. Morgan has entered tegularly an the ministry of the Metho- 
dist church, haying taken a charge at Bartlett, in Labette county, Frienils 
predict for bow a bright future in his new lielkl. Dis #eal and consientious 
devotion tu duty will certainly make him an instvument of much good. 1 
wok be all the better for religion if the chuoreh could secure the services of 
more Tien hiying the practical knowledge of the ways of the world that J, f- 
Morgan possesses, his brond charity and splendid faith in the general scheme 
of woudness running through all things created, 





CLARK S, WICK S—In this review is presented the brief record of a 
luinily which has been prominently represented in the affairs of Wilson county 
for upward of thirty years in the person of Judge ©. 5. Wicka, of Fredonia. 
Asan American family it is ome of the pioneers, antedating the birth of the 
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Rupublic and having in the ranks of the Colonial army representatives who 
xidal in winning our national independence, 

The name of Clark S. Wicks carries with it the maternal us well us the pa- 
ternal cognomen. The Clarks, like the Wickes, are snte-Revolutionary im organ 
wad none are more entitied to claim protection from the governinent they helped 
to establish and acknowledge a stronyer and more patriotic allegiance than they. 
The home of cach family was al the close of the 18th century, in New York 
state where, James (. and Permelin (Clink) Wicks, father and mother of oar 
subject, were bom, The parents were married in their native stute in 1885 
and shortly afterwards, aboul 18—, moved into western Pennsvivania where, 
at Brie, Judge (. 8. Wicks of this notiw was born on the 5th of Novetnber, 
1838. James C. Wicks, fathor of Judge Wicks, was born May 9, 1794, servued 
wea Private through the war of 1812 and for whieh he received a land warrant 
which he laid in Burean county, Tilinews., Bis father, William Wicks, was a 
native of Enyland, came, when a young man, to America, settled and died 
in New York, Simeon Crandall, the maternal great-grandfather of our sub- 
ject wie ow aoldier in the Revolution, settled and died in New York. James 
Wicks was a shoemaker by trade and he und his wife were members of the 
Baptist church. The latter was bern March 6, 1806, bore ten children an 
died December 28, 1880. surviving her hushand from November 12, 154. 

Clark 5. Wieks is the seventh child of his parents anc was educated in 
the district sehonls and academy of his native state. On leaving home he 
loeated for a time in Conneaut, Ashtabula county, Ohio, where he engaged im 
driving team to and from Youngstown. In April, 1847, he went to Dubuque, 
Towa, where he again became a teamster, driving and hawing lumber about the 
wity for a lumber firm there. Within a short time we find him on a log ratt 
going down the Kickapoo and Wisconsin river to the Mississipp: which busi 
ness he followed in stunmer, and during the winter he was engaged in logging 
in the northern pineries and in driving logs ta the epring. This work ooenpier 
him till the spring of 1860 when he returned to lowa and worked near Daven- 
port asa fom hand till his military service began. He cast his first preet- 
dential vote for Abraham Lincoln in 1860 and when the president called for 
three hundred thousand troops he responded on the 2let of October, 1861, hy 
enlisting in Company K, 51st Illinois infantry which was being made np in 
Chicayo, ‘The varly service of the regiment was of a rather seasoning and 
proparatory nature, living small bouts, brushes and skirmishes with the 
enemy, aud the first serious cucounter with the Confederates was at Stone 
tiver. Then came Chickaniauga, where Mr. Wicks was wounded im the left 
leg, in one hip and in one finger. He lay on the battle field for thirteen daye, 
then the opporing commanders agrew! wpa a truce to care for the wounded 
and bury the dead and our subject was paroled and taken from the field midway 
between battle lines where the ambulances of the contending armies met ani 
exchangel wounded. During this ordeal the rebels were supplied by the 
Federals with hardtack. bavon, coffee, sugar aud—the old reviver—whiskey. 
and the solemn ceremony was turned into something of a hilarious feast. The 
nineteenth day after bemg wounded the ball wae taken from Mr. Wickes’ log 
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‘ind lew wie sent to Bridgeport, then to Nashville where he received a furlough, 
uruntad fo all men, by special order, who were wounded and paroled. Our 
subject returned to parole eam at St. Louis and there remained till May when 
li woe ripe and went to the front, coming up with his command at 
Peachtree Creek on the Athanti¢ campaign. He took part in the work of this 
chuupaign to ite completion and then Gime back with Gens, Thomas and Seo- 
field and fought the battles of Franklin and Nashville, Tennessee. After the 
latier engagement he was discharged by reacon of the @rpiration of his service, 

Turning again to civil pursuits Jodge Wicks ongaged io tenant farminy 
in Bureau county, Dlinois, am! remained a resident there till March 4, 1870, 
when le started for Nanais. Reaching Wilsen county he entered a tract of 
vovernment land which he patented and held till 1881, when he exchanged 
it for a quarter section in Prairie township near the Verdigris river to which 
he subsepnontly added another quarter by purchase. hie he reatded on and 
improved till his election to the office of probate judge of Wilson county in 
LRM. «He filled the ation se acceptably that he was re-elected in 1888 anil 
elected o third tyme in 1890, Since his retirement from office he has been 
engaged in the real estate ond insurance busines in the county seat and has 
filled the office of justice of the peace. 

May 24, 1864, Judge Wicks was united in marriage with Catherine A. 
Rolling, a native of New Hanpshire and a daughter of William L. and Nanoy 
(Dole) Rellins, beth of whom are deceased, Six children are the issae of Mr. 
and Mra, Wicks, namely: Fya AL, wife of Otis Hollingsworth, of the Chero- 
kee Nation, with four elildren, Roy CL, Augusta, George and Walter; the 
sevond and third of our subject died in infaney: Edwin C,, the fourth, resides 
wn the family homestead and is marricd to Minnie Cleayer and has one child, 
Byron E.; Cora A, who martied Devember 24, 1900, Frank E. Long, -f 
Bullalo, Kavsas, and Hattie ‘T.. who completed the High school course in Tre 
Honin in 1900, 

Judge Wicks if & protiinent Mason. [le holds a membership mn the Blue 
Lodge. Chapter, Commandery and Shrine. Ile has passed the chairs in the 
above bodies, exeept the Shrine, and lide been a delegate to the grand lodge 
iuany times, He is also an Odd Fellow and has passed all the chairs of the 
subordinate and encampment and has been sent to the grand lodge of this 
order isu. He has served in all the variens capncities In bis G, A. R. post. 
For five years he was grand lecturer of the Masonic order in Kansas and 
traveled the’ state in the performance of his duties, He possesses the rare 
faculty of fitting well any position with which he is honored and the experience 
of his long und aetive life renders lim an interesting and appropriate character 
for historic mention, 


STEPHEN CANTY—One of the successful farmers and stockmen of 
Buffalo. Wilson county, is Stephen Canty. well known as an early settler and a 
eentiioman Of high character and true worth, THe resides on section eight, 
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lawnehip twenty-seven. range sixteen, where he dropped dewn more than thirty 
years ago to do his part in the settlement and bnyprovement of Kansas. 

lle was horn im Fredericks county, Virginia, May 4, 1840, and is a son 
of Michael und Margaret Canty, natives of County Cork, Ireland. The parents 
“iigrated fron their native land when voung and were married in Teansyl- 
varia, subsequently moved to Fredericks county, Virginia, The father was a 
comtyactor on public works and resided in Frederivk, Clark and Prinee Wil- 
linn Counties In whiel: latter he and his wife died. leaving but two children, 
Vie: Johanna, wife of Richard Sweeney. and Stephen of this review, 

Stephen Canty wae reared maimly tn the counties above mentioned and 
Wis Liberally educated at Winchester, Front Royal wud Cedarville aenlemies. 
Tle had just left Front Royal weademy when the war broke oat and he entered 
the Confederate service asa menber of “Prince William Riles,” Virginia state 
troops. ‘The comput was ordered to Manassas where if was tiustered mto the 
service as a part of Virginia's quota. and in the 7th Virginian volunteers, af- 
lerwird Corse’s brigade, Pickett’: division. Longetrect’s corps, armny of north 
ern Virginia, RB. B. Lee commanding, On the next dey after being musterel 
in the regiment took part in the battle Of Manassas, liter on engagements bo- 
fore Richmond, retreat to Yorktown and siege ut that place, the “fall-hack™ ba 
Hichmoml, the Seven Pines and the seven dava tight where, ut Charles City 
erodes rads, the 17th Lost two-thirds of ite men and, in the seven dave, five out 
of nine captams. Then followed Rappahannock, Pharoughfare Gap, Second 
Manaesus, following whieh Gen. Lee's troops croseel inte Maryland and Cought 
it South Mountain and Antietam, after whieh only thirty-three men of the 
reviment answered the volleeall lvederiekebure was fonglt towards the lose 
of that yeur and then the battle of Suffolk and other field serviow. While 
reconninitering the encvii’s line he wae eaptired, taken to Washington where 
hw wae contined in the old eapitol building for four months, then porolod and 
given tis liherty on condition that lie repert once a month for identifieation 
at Fedora] headquarters. This was the situation with him throughont the re- 
moimler of the war and lie was hever exchanged, 

When peace was declared Mr, Canty engaged in the cattle Insineas at hia 
old Jiome—buving and selling—and lie continued rh with fair suecese till the 
tine Of his departure for (he west in E870, Tle sought aneas and tool a 
“clot” ma CVifton township. Wilsea couety, whieh he converted inte a henw 
a> Yaplidly as nvtire and art combined could bring about the traneformation, 
His prosperity az a Kansas farmer has coabled tim to merease lis personal 
owoership of land to four lwmelred and eighty acres, hesade having an interest 
ina half section with a sun. His firm is well stocked and he combines farne 
ing wil erazing so aptly and happily as te place hin in the list of snewessful 
men af Wileon county. 

When Mr. Canty came weet he brouglil as a pall of his assets papers af 
recommendation, one of which we herein present, as follows: 

Winehester. Va,, Neyember 1, TAY. 
Thos. Thirhine, Maq. St. Joseph. Missouri, 

The lnarer of Uhis ie Stephon Canty, © young oan | have kKnewn from 

chilled to the present. He ie an upright, sober, industrious and sensible 
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Iaith fle gows to the west Wo svek his Sortie. He is worthy of confidenes 
and deeerves a helping hand. Any fayor yon can show him will be worthily 
hustower, Your Friend, L. T. MOORE, 

Our subject was a bachelor when he came to Kansas. For four years le 
Was house-keeper amd cook us well we manager of the fie! and flock. February 
7, 189+ he married Miss Jane Ellen Steele, i Michigan lady and a danghter 
of Robert and Jessie Steele, natives of Seotlind and the Isle of Man, respec 
tively, The ten children of this union ares Miles Enimet, a gradnate of the 
Kiltisas State Normul schools Jessiv M., a teacher in the Buffalo publie schools ; 
Kate, a graduate of the Buffalo High school, class of 1899; William, a farmer 
on the homestead; Mila, who finished the course in the Buffalo High school, 
class of W1, and Theresa and Virginia, aleo Buffalo High school gradnates, 
anil Stephen and Bryan Lee. 

The life-of Mr. Canty bas been a most honorable and useful one. His 
auccess in ad private wnterprise ie no guarantees of his ability and capacity bo 
transact general business and it hasestablished him in the confidence of business 
en at home and abroad. For the past eighteen years he has heen statistical 
correspondent for the Liited States government and his reports are a clear 
and woncise presentation of agricultural conditions in his vicinity during all 
thesis years. He is a fratermal man, having been a member of the Kinghts of 
Pythias lor inany years. In an early day he was an enthusiastic supporter of 
the Irish Republic, a movement agitated in the United States looking to the 
treeing of Treland from British domination and control, When the Allianee 
movement took root i Nansas lie became one of its active supporters and went 
into the new Peoples Party with it, Tle is now independent in polities, liberal 
in everything, strietly temperate wad a gentleman with the highest regard of 
his neighbors and friends, as was attested on the secasion of his birthday vele- 
bration gotten up by the ex-UVaien veterans as a complete surprise to him, and 
Which impresses Nin most forcibly with the esteem and worth in whieh he is 
held. 


CHARLES L. WILLIAMS, M. D.——In the (Qaan of medicine anid 
surgery in Wilson county the firm of Williams and Williams, of Neodesha, 1s 
one of high standing and is composed of Dre. Charles L. and Alexander P. 
Williams, young men who live grown up in Wilson county and whose parents 
were among the pioneers of Talleyraud township. Dr. C. L. Williams was 
born in Shelby eounty, Tlhinois, on the rd of Angust, 1868 and is a son of 
Rev. Jesee Williains and wife (Sermira Pound, mentioned in another place in 
this work.) ‘The parents came to Kansas in 1870 wand settled in Wilson county. 
The father was born in 1844 and the mother in 1850, and four childrwm ecom- 
nose their family, namely: Dr. Charles L., Dr. Alexander P., Frances and Re- 
hocea, a tauaician and a teacher in the public schools, Dr. A. P. Williams wus 
horn in Montgomery county, Kansas, on the 2nd of November, 1874, and, like 
his brother, passed his boyhood und youth upon the farm, 
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Drs. Williams were educated primarily in the public echools of Wilson 
wunty und were, later, pupils of the renowned TD. KE. Sanders of Fort Scott 
Normal College. In this mstitution they prepared themselves for teachers and, 
after following the profession for a tine, took up the study of miedeine. Dr, 
Co 1. Williams read for a tine in the office of Dr. C, AH. Miller of Chicags, 
while Dy. A. P, did hie initial work in the ollice of Dr, Wim. Frick, Kansas 
City, “The older brother entered the tnedical department of the Northwestern 
University, of Chicago, and was 4 student in the institution four years, doing 
extra work in the line of lis profession (luring lie vacationg and the more 
firmly grounding himself in its principles anid practice. Tle practiced in St. 
Luke's, Mercy and Wesley hospitals and the vollege dispensary, and was finally 
appointed assistant bacterivloyist of the wuiversily, doing the work of the posi- 
Hien in such a manner as to call forth the highest commendation from his 
superiors, ‘The seeond yeur of his mniversity work he wus assistant to Prol. 
Charles Henderson Miller, an enninent surgeon of the institution, At the 
vlose of his third year as a medical student he went before tho Ulingis board 
mw! health and toul the examination for a certifieate to prachee medicme and 
on svuiuy the sume opened an office at 478 Thirty-first street, Chicago, which 
he inaintuined one year, fe 100 he was appointed pathologist of the Metho- 
dist church hospital, the lurvest hospital in Sealile, Washington, but at the 
time he had acquire sneha praetice in lie home county that he deemed is un- 
Wisu to accupt the appointment. Upon the eolicitation of medical journals and 
other papers he has writen articles relative to lis experience in sarygery and 
midieal practice which show much origmality wod practionl results, 

Dr. Mexander 7. Williams acguired his medieal training in the Wanens 
City Madical College. This hoapital work wae done im St. Josepli’s and thy 
German hospitals in Kansas City. De joined his brother on the completion of 
Ine sturlive in LYO1, and established himself in Neodeeha, The doctors mate 
a spwialty of surgery wand are amply equipped to do the sane character of work 
Jone in the large haspitala of the eitivs. 


ALEXANDER HUNT—The subject of thie porsonal review has, for 
many years, heen identified with the postul service of the United States: first 
as postmaster of Fredonia under the aduvnistration of President Hayes, next 
asa railway mail clerk for twenty-two years and then, by promotion to cluef 
clerk in 1902 with headquarters at Fort Seott, As a citizen of Kansas Mr. 
Hint dates hack to the close of the Civil war and as a resident of Wilson county 
sina 1870. He is a native of Ulster connty, New York. where he was bern 
May 13, 1844, His parents, John BR and Nancy A. (Fay) Hont were farmers 
and toved, late in life, to Leavenworth, Kansas, where the former died in 1872 
at the age of fifty-two years. Ie was a cooper by trade—as well us a farmer 
hy inelination—and while a mevhanic made pewder kegs for the Laflin and 
Rand Powder Company of New York. Every keg of their immense output 
eortatned the name of Joli TR. Flunt and this is the way he achieved a national 
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reputation mt his line of work. He ce 10 Ransae to engage in farming and 
here finished his uselul und eventlul life. Ibis wife died im 1854 at the age 
al thirty-three, leaving a family of five sons, via: Alexander, James, of Fre- 
Honia: Charles, of New York state: Rey. Edwin, of the City af New York, and 
# ininister of the M. EB. ehureh and well knewn in the state of New York. 

Alexander Hunt wis schooled at Claverae in the Midseon River Institute, 
Columbia county, New York, and before his college days should have naturally 
ended he entisteed—November 5. 1861—in Coupany F, lo2nd New York 
volunteers, inder command of Col 'T. B. VanBuren. a nephew of Uie famous 
Martin, president of the United States, Mer. Hunt jas a sergeant of his com- 
pany and his regiment server) for two years in the mriny of the Potomae. Dor- 
ing one vear of (his service our subjeet wie color bearer of lis rewiment, ane 
that, toe, ata inte when (igtiting was hot nod death was everywhere present. 
He was io the great battles of Antietum, Chaneellorville and Gettyslurg, and 
went with Gen Hooker's command te Tounessee where were fought the battles 
of Missionary Ridge and the “above the elawds.” The hardest and most trying 
service Of ull the war was fren May 2od when the Atlantic campaign begat 
lo the vlosey of the siege of the erty when, from Chattanooya to the capital 
city of Georgian, senreely an heur elapsed, day or night. that there was not 
firing into the Federal lines and atlacks on the Ciion forces, This exposnre. 
constant mod dangerous. was weartag on the broops and men eought sleep andl 
reat wherever they happend to be 

From the fall of Atlanta mame the merch to the sex and the expire of 
Savennah, Mr Hunt's regiment wae in the brigade commanded by Gen. 
Geury and was one of three hrigales composing the Seeond division of the 
Twentieth army corps, Gen. Geary, many times an ex-govornor—Pennsyl- 
vanta, California and Kansas being om hie list—was a nephew of Presicent 
Van Buren and a pet of President Buchanan, who attached much importer 
to his poblie servides. When the eity of Savannah wae besieged and aboul 
rendy to copitialte Geo. Geary wis near with Tis command and ready to as- 
suo’ chorge of the eorrenderod stronghold, as had been agrwod mpen by the 
officers early in the eisve: whieh agrvemont was to the effect that the regiment 
in the wast active dutvowhen the city surrendered shonld do the prove guaril 
duty of the place. On the night of December 23rd Mr. Aimt was sergeant of 
the guard and during the evening Rebels were heard crossing the Savannah 
river, Presently two men eame driving toward the gard under a fag of bruce 
and asked for the commanding officer, They were eseorted before Sergeaur 
Hunt and then and there the mavor of Savancah sarrendered the erty w- 
conditionally. The Mayor was returned to the eity under goard and tho city 
ut once taken possession of and Gen. Geary’s troops placed on prove duly divr- 
ing the oeeupation. Gen. Sherman sent President Lincoln a message present- 
ing him with Savannah as a Christus gift and informiog him of the suc 
vessful severig of the Confwleracy in twain. Evaenating Savannah and loaving 
it with only a garrison to held it the army proceeded to complete the work of 
subjugation by its march through the Carolinas. From Savannah to Rieh- 
mond wae a long tedious mareh, filled with casualties and hardships, but the 
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Iniportanee Of its stiecess Compensated for the toil and sulfering that it cost. 
The Grand Review at Washington was a filting climax to the achievements of 
the Union troops and in ils participation Mr. Aimt experienced the most joy- 
mits day of lis life, Knlisting ae a private and serving us a sergeant fll 1865, 
Mr, Hunt was commissionad a lieutenant ood was discharged in duly, 1865, 9 
veteran, and after a service of three years and ten months in the volunteer 
army, ; 

Oar subject located in Lewvenworth, Kausss, to beam civil life after the 
war, He svcured » position us bookkeeper which he filled from April, 1866, for 
four years, when he went to Wilson county and engaged in the mereantile 
business in Fredonia. Tn 1870 be sold his business and was appointed poat- 
inaster of his town, He wus deputy county treasurer one term and was chive 
vl the office two terms wad when ho left the postoftiee it was to take the posi- 
tion of railway postal clurk. 

November 25, 1808, Me. Thunt married Laura Case, a daughter of Aaron 
am! Amelia (Poster) Case. Mrs. Hunt was born in Jackson county, Missouri, 
April 21, 1850, and is one of the following children, yiz., William E., a leading 
merchant of Fredonia, Kansas: Elizabeth A, wife of Nimrod Hankins, of Lola, 
Kansas; Lawra KL, wife of our subject; Louiee J,, wife of lsaag Hudson, of 
Predonia: Helle, now Mrs. Charles A, Lakin, of Fort Seott, Kansas, an) 
Richard Case, of Fredonia. Aaron Case was born in Ashtabula county, Ohie, 
in 1822, and was married in Clay county, Miseouwrl, in 1843. Tn 1852 he came 
to Kansas and was an Indien trader on the Marias Des Cygne river with the 
Sao and Fox Indians for some vears, In the fifties he ereeted one of the firat 
store Imildings in Cofachique, the first county seat of Allen county, and movil 
his stock of goods from that place to Tola when the latter place was laid out. 
He followed merchandising there UT) his death in 1562, 

Mr, andl Mrs.ffunt have three children, as follows: Fred CL, of Mo- 
Pherson, Kansas, is married to Josephine Pyle and has a son, Fred Bo: Peal 
L., wife of J. R, Hson, of Neodesha, Kansas, aud Barl G. Our snbjeot and 
wile hold membership in the Congregational church, He is a Blue Lodges, 
Chapter, Council und Commandery Mason, a member of the Grand Army und 
in ¢nthoasiastic Republican. 


TLON. THOMAS CLARK DAVIS—The pioneers of Wilson county are 
rapidly swelling the ranks of the departed, Every year their work is being 
finished and the final suinmons answered. ‘Their deseendants take their places 
and the multiplying phages of business and the unchecked development of the 
wonty go steadily forward, The town of Benedict is the growth of but a fow 
years and its various iwierests are yet young and. in a measure, undeveloped» 
heing in a formative period with ila welfure largely in the hands of young mon. 
Among those are the Davis brothers, T. C. and M, P. Davis, sons of the late 
pionecr, Lewis Franklin Davis, one of the first seltlera of the county, an es- 
tended montion of whom appears elsewhere in this yolume, and in the sketeh ex 
Moses P, Davis. 
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T. C. Davis was born in Wilson county, Kansas, April 1, 1869, where 
also le was reared and in the public schools of which he received his early 
education. Later he attended the State Agricultural college at Manhattan, 
where he finished the course in 1891. After graduating he returned to Wil- 
son county and engaged im farming and has, for the past dozen years or more, 
had farming and stock interests in the county to whieh he has given more 
or loss of his time and attention, He has, however, had other interests and 
pursnits and has seen something of the world beyond the sphere of his im- 
mediate business activities and personal and private affairs. ‘The mercantile 
ond grain business has each claimed some share of his time: he has filled » 
nuroher of local offices and has represented Wilson county in the state legielu- 
tum. He was elected to the latter office in 1890 and in 1897—hefore the expi- 
ration of his term—he went to the Klondyke econntrr ‘ore he spent one year 
prospecting in the gold fields of the northwest. And in these and other ways he 
has not only given practical mantfestation of his interest in things around hiin 
and shown a disposition to do the part of a good citizen in earrying them on, 
bat has sought to extend the horizon of lis observation and broaden his news to 
the end that he may be more useful as a eifizen and enjoy more rationally the 
privileges offered him as sueh. 

Noveinber 15, 189%, Mr. Davis married Miss Josephine Davis, a daughter 
of Charles J. and Sarah Davis, who moved to Kansas i 1878 ond settled im 
Kingman county. 

Mr. Davis of this review. is a member of the Fraternal Ail Association 
and is venerable counsel of the Modern Woodinen of Ainerica of Benedict 
camp. He manifests a hecoming interest in everything pertaining to the wel- 
fare of the eommunity where he resides and in politics is independent nivel 
little concerned! in anything of a strictly partisan nature, 


FRANK H. BURNET —As a business man the subject of this sketel 
has been identified with Benedict for the past thirteen years, for eleven years 
as agent for the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad company and for the 
past two years as a member of the mereantile firm of Burnett Brothers. He 
came to Beneciet to take charge of the Santa Fe’s interests and did so in a 
highly creditable manner, contributing much te the popularity of the road 
at this point during his term of service. When he became a merchant the 
friendship of the community continued with him and his store Is one of the 
leading and popular places of business in the little village. 

Mr. Burnett is a native of Tippecanoe county, Indiana, born on the 7th 
of July, 1868. His father was Dr, F. J. Burnett. of Sugar Grove, Indiana, and 
af his wife, Meriam B. ( Haines) Burnett, the former born in Ohio and the 
latter in New Jersey. The father practiced medicine in Sugar Grove, Indiana, 
andl at Hoopston, Illinois. and entered the Union army in 1804, Towards the 
elase of the war he was detailed as a surgeon and it was as such that he wae 
discharged from the service. He diod in Sugar Grove, Indinna, in 1878 at the 
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ayy ol fifty-two and, his widow eame to Kansas some years afterward and re- 
sides in Fort Seott. "The children of their marriage were Charles L., of Joplin, 
Missouri: Clay UL, of Girard, Kansas; Luli, wile of J. B. Cottle, of the City 
of Mexico: Mattie, whe married John W. Kendall and resides in Stark, Kan- 
ais: Harry, a resident of Indians Cornelius, of Joplin, Missouri; Frank LL, 
of this review, andl Rosa, who died at the age of fifteen years. 

The subject of this notice learned telegraphy at Brazilten and Erie, Kan- 
ain, and the first station tendered him was that at Waverly by the Stana Fe 
roar From that point he was transferved to Girard and thenee, in 1889, to 
Beriecict. a previously mentioned, 

Marcel) 20, 1898, Mr, Boriett married Belle, a daughter of Lon and Jenniv 
(Rouse) Prunty, early settlers of Wilson county where Mrs. Barnett was 
born, ‘Pwo children be geen born of this marriage, viz: <lennie Opal sane 
Ruby Mejia. 

Asie from Wis interests as a merchant Mr. Burnett lins engaged largely 
in the ealture of froit. His orchard of tweoly-one Lbundred trees, just bear- 
ig, tidicates the extent to whieh his interests gous in this line and is a convine- 
ine argument in the confirmation of lis beliv€ in the adaptability of the 
Prairie of Wilson county az an apple producing Jowality, Mr, and Mrs, Burnert 
have wWeutified themselves with the meurance fraternities of their town, being 
tewibers of the Fraternal Aid Association, in which they have held offices, and 
ol the Modern Woodmen in whieh Mr. Burnett hae served two terme as vewer- 
ably consul. Tn polities he is a Republican. 


CHORGKE ho BLTIN—The subjeer of this artigle is the well knw 
optician and jeweler of Fredonia, Wilson eounty, and a member of the firm 
of. J. Boutin and Brother, He was horn in Wappelo county, Lowa, October 
1, Th45, and in a aon of A. Ho and Marin (Crooks) Butin, mentioned in the 
sketch of C.J. Butin in this volume. 

eared in the city and edoeated liberally our subject engaged m teaching 
school when quite young, Tle left the school room to enlist in Company B, 
Tth Towa cavalry, Col, W. 8S, Stummers. His regiment was assigned to the army 
of the west and served against the Indians on the plains, The battle of Horse 
ereek it Wyoming was the most serious of the encounters with the Red Men 
and in this the command was escorting a hand of five hundred of what pro 
fezsed lo be friendly indians, but at daylight in June, 1864, the warriors at- 
lucked their escort of two hundred soldiers and were badly beaten before the 
scrimmage ended. Prior to the regiment's Indian experience the 7th lewa 
verved against the rebels in the south, Col. Summers commanded it at first but 
afterward H, H. Heath was the commanding officer. Mr. Butin enlisted as o 
private bit was promoted to company commissary, quartermaster and then 
orderly sargeant, While commissary and engaged in packing parcels from a 
poeition on top of a wagon wheel he slipped off and in falling struck his knoe 
cap on the hub, making a painful injury and the only one he received during 
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his servis lle was discharged from the army alter serving three years and 
seven months as second lieutendot of lis company. 

Mr. Butin engaged in business with his brother in Chillicothe, Lowa, in 
1868 and hos been identified with him since the establishment of their business 
in Fredonia. He has been separatad from the store only when serving the 
public of his county and is one of the lundimarks of Fredonia. In 1878 he 
Was Tominated by the opposition to the Republican party for county clerk and 
was elected, He was re-elected in 1875 ati served two full terms. 

May 12. 1875, Mr, Butin married Josephine Hull, a Virginia Judy and a 
dativhter of James and Lueretin Poul, beth dewwased. ‘Phe ehildren of this 
marriage are? Lela, Charlus K.. Prank, Flora, Josie and, James A. 

The Hull children of whom Mrs. Butin was one numbered seven, as el- 
lows: Kitwin, who died at — years: Josephine. wife of our subject: Flora, 
widow of Zenith Park, of Fredonia: Almira, widow of A. Wadell, of Chilli- 
vothe, Lown: Hou. now Mre. Laws Blackman, of Gurden Grove, Lown: Wil- 
linin, decuasel, and Jennie, Mre. O. .. Garriott, of Ottumwa, Lowa, 

Mr, Butin is a Mason and in polities an ardent Kepubliean, 


DANIEL (WLEARY—Among the farmers of Wilson county who have 
dehivverd success in their favorite vooation, reached independence aud retired 
Fram active werk, is Daniel (Leary of this review. He was born in County 
Cary. Treland, January §, T8380, and is one of three children, two of when, 
Tim and Mary, eame ta Ameri¢ea some years before their parents and their 
vounger brother, Tn 1840 eur eubjject and lis parents followed up ‘imotliv 
aud Mary and settled th Westhioreliid county, Mennsylvania, where Danivl 
was schooled, Our subjects father was Dane! O, O'Leary and bis mother was 
Mary Uigeins, 

Daniel O'Leary veached Tnmilten caunty, Ohie, in 1857 and enlisted im 
Cincingati ia JAG) in President Lincoln's 300,000 call for trogps, His com- 
wuidl was Company A, oth Ohio volunteer infantry, He did duty firat in 
Buelunun, West Virginia, then to Romney and Taupau Station, Virgmis. 
From Cedar Mountain he was ordered with tus regiment to oid in quelling 
the riots in New York City. from whieh point he went to the defense of Wash- 
ington, D.C In September, 1862, he participated in the battle of Antietarn 
where he was slightly wounded, having a portion of his ear shot off. After + 
inonth it the hospital he retarned to his command in the army of the Potomac 
whieh. after mure or less inmaneuvering about to cateh Lee at nnawares, brought 
the Confederate army to battle at Gettysburg, The Chanecellorville fight fol- 
lowudl soon afterward and Mr, O'Leary took part ip it. His regiment was sent 
to reinforce Rosecrans at Chickamauga, then up the valley where there was 
fighting and skirmishing all the time till the battle of Lookout Mountain took 
place where, under Gen. Hooker, our subject fought above the clouds, Soon 
after this and while lining up séme tents which he hard charge of he aceident- 
ally swung the ax between one of lis small toes and his foot, an injury whieh 
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laid him up some weeks. The excitement incident to the comlng-on of the At- 
tanta campaign spurred Mr. O'Leary to rejoin his regiment and he took part 
in the offeetive work that was dune thers. He started with Sherman to the 
sea but was taken prisoner out on the pieket post near Dalton and was escorted 
to Andersonville with seven of his comrades, Ee remained in tis death-trap 
several months, where a pint of corn ineal—cob and all—constituted a days 
ration for gach man. The herrors of this place lmve been told and retold so 
vividly—bat yet insulficiently—that no repetition of it will be attenypted in 
thie conmeetion. In December, 1864, Mr. O'Leary was wxchaoped, sent to 
Annapolis, Maryland, and given « thirty day furlough. He found his regiment 
near Rulvigh, North Carolina, and he helped Sherman whip Jolinsou there and 
at Goldsboro and thus end the war. He went with his conunand to attend 
the wrand review af Washington, D. C., and went into camp on Capital hill, 
the happiest time of his life. Le was ordered to Louisville, Kentucky, to be 
mustered owt when, after four vears, three months and twenty-one daye ne 
returned home a civiluin instead of a soldier, 

The war over Mr, O'Leary wont back to Cincinnati and secured employ- 
mont ina formtire factory. He held this position till fall when he moved, 
with his voung wife, te Butler county, Ohie, where he farmed till his removal 
fo Allen county, Kansas. near Humboldt, and from which point he went to 
Cliften township, Wilson county. Ile entered land in Finney county, Kansas, 
sone time prior to this whieh he sold and invested the proceeds in Wilson 
conmnty land. His fari lands he afterwards disposed of and porchased property 
in Mredonia where he is nicely and comfortably situated. 

November 20, 1865, Myr. O'Leary married Avna Welch who came with 
her parents to the United States from Ireland some time in the early fifties. 
Three children have beeu born to Unis worthy couple, vis: Mary, wite of 
rank Vandiver, of Wilson county. whose children are Clarence, Vera and Hal; 
Daniel O'Leary, who married Bertha Fulmer and resides im Wilson county, 
with children aa follows: Ivan. Grace and Kdward: and John O'Leary, of 
Miwkton, Califurnin. 

Mr, O'Leary te one of the aetive members of the Grand Army post 
Fredonia, hae filled all the offievs aud is eeryving now his fourth term as past 
conunander. He is a Roman Catholi¢ in church matters and votes with the 
Musion purty in politien! contests. He has done his full duty by the old flag 
naan Aunersean citizen and permite no tun to ontelass him in his devotion ro 
lie country and its interests, 


GEORGE W. BYRNES—Doctor Byrnes of this review is one of the move 
recent settlers of Wilson county, having located in Fredonia in 1899. He ts 
4 Kansas man by birth and trainmg and was born in Diekinson evunty, No- 
vember 22,1869, Tis father waa Joel B. and his mother Anna M, (Bachelder) 
Byrnes, the former a native of Llinois and the lather of Vermont. The father 
waa sa machinist and blacksmith bv trade. and came to Kansas first (he year 
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Tid. Ue stopped in Allon county where he resided two years, returning vo 
Hingis and in L868 eaming to Kansas again, this Gime locating in Dickinson 
witty where, at Solomiu: City he was widely and favorably known. He died 
Anguet 20, 1806, at Hifty veatrs of aye while his wile, a resident of Kansas City, 
survives him at fifty-five years of age. 

Our enbjoet ie the oldest of three ehildren, who weres; George W,. 
Duane and Tomer 1. Diaine died in 1886 and Homer Lis a member of Com- 
pany WK, 2let United States cewulars. serving in the Philippine Islands. Ue 
vilisted in August, 1000, snd wae sent to the front at once, Dr. Byrnes ra- 
eeiyed his edication in the public schools af Strang City, Kansas, and took up 
the study of dentistry in the dental department of the University of Denver, 
Colorado, Tle began practice at Coltomwoow Falls in 190 bot was there onby 
a short fine when he bevan traveling and prachicing on the road till 1805 when 
he Joented i Sedan, coming thence to Mredonia four years later, 

Dr. Byrnes marriad April 24, 1900. Tena M. Snyder, a Kansas lady and 
a daughter of George W. Snyder and his wife Emana, of Chandler, Oklahouna, 
Mr. and Mrs. Snyder are Indiana people and have five children, namely: Mors. 
Dr. Byrnes, Alma, Kila, Lieyd, and Paul B. The doctor ie a Blue Lodgu 
Mason and a Knight of Pythins and in polities ie a Republican. Also captain 
Company M. Tet regiment K. N. G, 


CHATLES J. BUTIN—The subject of this personal record is the pro- 
prictor of the oldest drug hese in Wilson eounty. He established the busi- 
ness Where it is now situated in 1871 and has maintained it somnd, aafe and 
selyun! on the west side af the public square in Fredonia for thirty-one yeare. 

Mr. Butin came to Kansas from Chillicothe, Towa, where he grew wp, but 
he wae burn ba Hoeline county, Ohio, July 6, 1848, His father was born on 
New York but hie mother was a native of Ohio and the parents were Abraham 
und Maria (Crooks) Butlin. ‘The latter left the east in 1845 and settled ™m 
Wappello county, lowa, where the year before, the father purchased a “claim” 
which he oveupied much of his life in the “Badger” state and whieh the first 
years of hie children were zpent. He becanie a merchant in Chillicothe toward 
middle life and died in Wappelo county, thut state, in 1860 at the age of fifty- 
two years. When he went inte the state the Sac and Fox Indians were still 
there and many of the deprivations, inconveniences and hardships of those 
vurly days were éxposienced ly his family, [Le was a christian man and a de 
voted anember of the Methodist church, as was ulso his wife, and his home 
wus the meeen of the itinerant preacher of the frontier. His wily died in 
lredonia, Nanas, in aboot 1879 at the age of seventy-two years. Six children 
were borw of their unon of whoin our subject is the oldest, The others are: 
eGorge W., Mise Nina, for many years teacher in the public schools in lowa: 
May, wile of TT. A, Jenner, of Fredona; John, of Oklahoma, and Mrs, Viola 
(iilmore. 

C. J. Butin aeqiired his education in the public schools of Iowa whieh 4e 
loft to enlist in the service for the Civil war. He enlisted first in President 
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Linwolin's eall for seventystive thonsand troops but was wnable to get in and wee 
not aceepled till August, 1801, when he joined Company D, 4rd lowe cavalry 
and after numerons skirmishes the first battle fought was on top of Pea Ridge. 
Arkansie Here his company lost tun men in less than five minutes in a liad 
fo hand encounter and he, with two others of his company aud many of the 
regiment were taken prisoner aod kept at Van Buren, Arkansas, about two 
months and then exchanged, Te returned to his comtiand al Springfield, 
Missouri, from whieh point he aeeompanied Cartis’ army to Helena, fighting 
wi the way down and the chief battle being that of Cotton Plant. The army 
maiptained headquarters at Helena ten months aad then broke eanrp moc 
marched to Vicksburg where Grant was closing in on the Confederate strong- 
Hold, "The Sed lown participated in the engavements sround the eity and 
When i vapitulated turned on the Confederate relieving column at Saekson 
mud dove them baek, Relorning to the river if followed the stream up to 
Helena, Arkansas, and then crossed over to Littl: Roek, Arkansas. He was 
honorably discharged after serving his three yours in the south, later on, enter- 
ed the government service ab Port Melhoersanu, Nebraska, as chief quarter- 
tasters clerk, After a year’s service in this capacity he resigned, returned to 
lowa wand engaged in the dry goods and grocery business in Chillicothe. He 
remained there tl 171. when he sought Nanans and Wileon caunty and opened 
i drug store in Mredania. . 

The polities of Wilson county has known Mr. Butin actively. Me is a 
stanoch Republican and in SSA was elected to represent the county im tte 
lugieliture, and was recleeted in BRT and did himself credit as the people's 
law-waker for four youre He hoe aorved many years on the Fredonia city 
couneiLund wae for seven vears a moomber of the state board of pharmacy, As 
i soldier and a business man and citizen he tas had the capacity te rise, Te 
modest hogmnimye in business in Fredonio is in marked contrast to lis preset 
extensive establishment and his value a 5 a citizen has heen demonetrated im 
hip public servicer, 


LAPAYWPTE BIRLEW—The subject of this personal sketeh was born 
in Dehalb county, Tennessee, February 28, 1844. The parents were Robert 
S.and ‘Tabitha (Robins) Birlew, son aml daughter of Missouri and Tennesses, 
respmtively. "The father wae a blacksmith and wagon-maker and when the 
war af the rebellion broke oot he went away to enlist in the service of the 
Canfoderacy. TH is assumed that he wae killed at Thimboldi, Kansas, by some 
af tis old nelghbers and Union men dumng the “Price raid” and sacking of 
thal place, Tle had been edveated in Louisiana, marred in ‘Tennessee and sth 
Hel in Missouri about 1445, Be resided ip that state some fourteen veare and 
then went to Allen county, Kansas, landing at Humboldt in October of 1859. 
He was about forty-five years of age when he left home, af a roving disposition, 
dud was tegarded as honest and wpright in his dealings, Ile was outspoken 
in advocacy of his position and took great chances in expressing bis opinions at 
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that day and tin. He lost his wife the first year af the war at Humboldt 
when she was ahout forty years of aye. 

LuFayette Girlew was reared in Missouri and Kansas and acquired only 
the rudiments of an edaration. De was on a farm when the rebellion brolk 
gut and in Jane, 1862, he enlisted in Company HL, lO0th Kansas infantry, |:s 
firat battle bemg at the luening and sacking of Llumboldt. He was taken 
prisoner the sine day with many others amd the same day was parole. Ue 
rejoined the army and alterwards served in the departments of the southwest, 
the Tennessee and the Gull, He participated iu the battles of Prairies Greve, 
Cane Hill and several in the ‘Territory, He fought at Franklin and Nashvill) 
mud at Forts Blakely and Spanish wrownd Mobile. He was discharged ab 
Montyowery, Alabama, having served fifteon days less than three yenre, und 
having received only a slight wound. 

The war over Mr. Birlew returned to the farm and avon entered land 
in Wilsou county. He was among the fest settlers of the county and maintain 
od his residence in the country fill 1879 when ho located in Fredonia where 
hv has sinee resided. On the 8th of Mareh, 1866, he was married to Miss 
Jolinanna Peay, a native of Little Rook. Arkansas, and a daughter of the late 
trordon N, Peay who red a Pulveli county in 1872 ot the age of fifty years, 
while his wife died im 1853 agi twonty-four yours, 

Mra LaWayette Birlew and a brother, Willian W., of Jarden, Wyoming, 
wlone aurvive, of her father’s famlly. She is the mother of seven children, as 
follaws: Rov. Gordon Birlow, who died Octohor 12, 1900, at the age of thirty- 
two, leaving a son, Paul, by his marriage to Dora Stall. He was a worthy ex- 
ample of the many servants of the ouster of whom we hear little and read less, 
They are the unerownel Heros whe, in lonely and lowly fields, ont of the sight 
of the multitudes, beyond the plaudits of the erowd, are willing to spend and 
be apent if the glad tidings of salvation may be borne to dying men, Rey. 
Birlew was a Congregational minister and seryed five years as a mussionary to 
New Mexico, as well as several years in the same canse in Old Mexico. He 
gaye his life as a sacrifice that the nuconverted might hear the gospel and not 
he lost; Clara E., second child of our subject. ig the wife of Ben R. Way. [ler 
vhildren are Plumby, Robert and Heber: Grace, subject's third child, married 
Rev. Sebastian Hernandez and resides in [El Paso, Texas, She served three 
years in that country asa missionary and married a co-worker, Olin L. Birlew, 
the fourth, enlisted May 11, 1898, in Company G, 20th Kansas, Col, Funston, 
ag a member of the 20th Kansas band, and was killed four miles out from 
Maloloz, in the Philippines, at the battle of Guiguinto, on the 29th of March, 
1899. His remainge were bronght back to Fredonia and lie buried beside his 
sainted brother. Miss Pearl G. Birlew, the fifth, is a teacher in Wilson county, 
and Walter and Roxie are still members of the family cirele. 
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CHARLES A, SPEAGL E—The establishment of the town of Bonediot, 
at the junction of two important railroads, as if is, caused something of a rush 
of Wosiness men to that point to be “the first” to establish a business and there- 
by possess that advantage which always oceries to the pioneer, Among the 
Humber who had faith in the deetiny of this hew plice and who sought it for 
Invrealile purposes wae the aubjoet of this brief qwticle, Charles A. Sprague, 
He was born in Monroe county, New York, on the tih af Oetober, b+, and 5s 
a aon Of Harvey and Sarah W. (Sinith) Sprague, natives of the same state, 
The father loft his native eoutity and went to 'Troupyille. New York, where he 
engaged in the milling business, Some years afterward he sold his plant and 
hought another at Marecllus in Onoudayua county whieh he operated several 
yours. Disposing of bis mill he resided im Buffilo for a time, finally loeating 
in Oswovo where he died im dune, 102, at the ave of eighty-four years, He 
was horn to 1817 and bis wile two years later, and both were mambers of the 
Universalist church. Might elildren were born to this venerable couple whieh 
inelurled (Hiplets onve. mid sis of the tiinber vet survive, One som besides our 
subject—Franklin Sprague—resides near Fredonia, Kanes, 

The eammon schools of New York stute were responsible for the educa- 
fon of our subjeck Asa youngaman he engiged to work ou the raileond from 
Bulfilo to Syracuse and when he left thie plece it was to learn milling, He 
worked with his father i the capacity of a miller til) the fall of 1869 when he 
came to Prairie township, Wilson county, Wansas, and “took a elu.” Te 
disposed of this in time and invested its proceeds im another farm and has 
widded te ite ares til ih contains throe bondred and forty acres, About 1871 
he went to Guilford and operated » null for Akin & Sone and afterward en- 
waged in the mereantile jueiness at that point. tle remained there till the 
founding of the new town af Bonuliot attractat bis attention and he cast his 
lot with it as herein mentioned, Hie stowk was one of the very first om the 
eround ank the growth of lite ostablishinent bas hept pace with that of the 
town. It is a department store with stock and necommodations suffieient for 
the trade of the town and surrounding country, 

While the merehandising venture “in Benedict engrossed mueh of the 
attention of qur enbjoet, vet he confesses to being an active farmer as well 
ae a merchant. He operates bis own farms and raises the stook which oon- 
aime the grain and forage grew. 

On the Lith of Oetobor, 1875, Mr. Sprague married Miss Jennie PR. 
Barringer, of Tlinois, a daughter of John and Malineda (Stark) Barringer, 
both devensed, native of near Raleigh, North Carolina, and the state of ITli- 
iois, respuctively, Mr. Stark came to Kansas in 1866 and, after residing two 
yeurs in Allen county, came to Wilson county where he died in 1886 at sixty- 
one years of age. His wife died in 1582 at fifty one veare old. Mr. Sprague’s 
family comprises two sons, Lloyd A., a partner in the Benedict business, ts 
married to Miss Singleton: Keith Ear] Sprague, the second and younger 
child. is a wradlate of the school of pharmacy of the Kansas State University, 
of the class of 1901, and now proprietor of the City drug store at Fredonia, 
Kansas. 
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Mr. Sprague has been nything all his life if not active. For more than 
thirty-three years Kansas hus known hun and in that third of a century his 
life has proven the adage, “labor has ite sure reward.” His personal interests 
have pol alone absorbed him for hv has served the people in a public as well as 
( private capacity, While in Guilford he was twelve years its postmaster and 
for three years did a similar service for Benedict, and in each place his efficiency 
was cniversally recognized. Tn polities his action is governed by conditions 
td not by party ties and he is as safe alone this line us in his commercial or 
inclastrial jilyments, 


_ ee 


WESLEY T, MA'TTIEEWS—The subject of this brief personal review 
is one of the famous 20th Kansas of the Spanish-American imbroglio and a 
teacher in the public schools of Wilson county. Tle was born im the san 
vounty. mH Tallovrand township, November 6, 1876, and his parents are Hiram 
and Julia (Fitzpatrick) Matthews, whose birthplaces were in Indiana and 
Kentucky, respectively, Our subjeet’s father came*to Kansas early in the 
seventies and was indrvied Janiary 16, centennial year. The family consists 
of three elildren of whom Wesley 1, is the oldest, while Iva and Rey complete 
the family. Mrs. Matthews cime to Kansas in 1857, her parents settling im 
Tiven eomoty, 

Wesley I, Matthews was graduated from the Vredenmia high sehool in 
L80) ina class of nine and Look a position in the office of the Wilson County 
Citizen with John S. Gilmore und remained two years He then begun u 
course in Baker wnhiversity at Baldwin but remained ouly one year and the 
auccouwding year taught school, On the Sed of May, 1898, he enlisted in Com- 
vany (, of the 20th Kansas infantry ander Captain Elliott. The regiment 
rendegvoused at Topeka while its equipment was being supplied and was for- 
warded to San Franciseo the middle of May. Flere it lay in eamp drilling and 
preparing for the work whieh finally made i world famous and on the 27th of 
October eailed for the Philippines on the transport “Indiana.” 'Thie vessel 
contami) the second wad thord twttallions and reached Hawaii after eight 
dave atsea. There it rested two days and on the 4th of November the regiment 
vetal for Governor and other Naneas officers. On the Sth the Indiana sailed 
for Manila, passing in sight if aul giving the hoys a tie houre view of an 
active volenno in mid-orean, On the 30th of the month at midnight Maqila 
was reachal but the troops were not disembarked till December 11th, when 
they took possession of the Administracione De Hacienda, or “adiinistration 
house,” of the old Spanish regime, The regiment was on extra police and 
outpost duty near the city and facing Caloocan until February 4th when hostil- 
ities began between the Americans und tha Tagals. At this instant Mor. 
Matthews was on duty at the light house at the mouth of the Pasig river and 
remained go for sixty hours without relief, Te got u little sleep during day- 
light Inet there was enough going on of interest to keep him awake at pight- 
We wae relieved in time te reaeh the fring line hefere Culooean was reachod 
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in the advan and on the 10th of the month helped take the eity. He was 
detailed on guard of Col, Finston’s private quarters for some little time during 
which period ocenrred the fire, on the 20d, which came near destroying the 
native city of Manila, The pext fight onr subject participated in wae at 
Tuliajar river where he reveived a scalp wenn, but after three daye was back 
in his place on the line, From now on the teip of the regiment ineluded (hu 
following jipurtant places: Borave, Mulolos, Bag Bag river, Calumpit, Apa- 
lit, Santo Tomas and San Fernando, in reaching wu point thirty-eight miles 
from the capital. The army arrived at this destination on the 6th of May, and 
fought one of the hardest hattles of the campaign in repulsing the attack oa 
San Perninde, June 27th following the rogmment wae ardered to Manila und 
thrve dive later Mr, Matthews was taken to the hospital, a siek man. On the 
Ith of Muguat he was detailed to guard Bilibid prison containing Philipine 
convicts and remained on duty until his embarkation with the regiment, Sep- 
tember 3, 18th), for San Francisco. The 20th returned on the transport “Tar- 
iar” hy the way of Hong Hong ond Yolkoahoma, and reached San Francisea 
October 13, L809, just fourteen days les than a year after it sailed on ite 
record-making journey, On the 29th of the month the regiment was mustered 
ont and crossed the cantiment to Topeka, Kausas, in a body where one of the 
srandest recoptions in the history of public events in the state was awaiting it. 
The train whieh bore them back to Kansas started from San Francisco in 
three seetions, but reached Topeka in four, and orders were issuer from the 
Management to stra every power of the locomotives to reach the Kansas 
capital on the 2nd of November. Other trains were sidetracked and the 
right-of-way of the famous lighters was chict over all, Tn this attention to ite 
soldier boys rid the state of Kansas show its appreciation of the loyalty and 
courage and bravery of her sons anid the lessons of patriotism taught by them 
will pass down to the generations that follow and be an inspiration to deeds of 
yalor ander the invincible ioner, the stars and stripes. 


JOSEPH C, BACON—The transfer Wusiness ls most orecditahly represent- 
ed in Fredonia by him whose name introduces this personal review. A resi- 
dence in Wilson county of nearly twenty years hae marked him as a true and 
worthy citizen and has won to him the confidence of a wide acquaintance hoth 
in and out of Fredonia. ’ 

Mr. Bacon is a native sou olf New York slate, and was born in Onondaga 
county, Novernbur 3, 1840. His parents were Chester and Mary (Bailey) 
Bacon, both native of the state of New York. The father was 4 carder m a 
woolen factory and met with an accident by the machinery whieh cost him his 
right arm. Iu the early part of the filties the family came west to DeKalb 
county, Indiana, and lived also in LuGrange county, that state. The father 
lied at sixty vears of age and the mother in 1857 at forty-two years old. They 
were worthy and well-bred people who made the teachings of the golden rule 
a part of their daily lives. Their fainily consisted of four children, az follows. 


* 
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Vlive, who married Ephriam Batrd anid died at lurty veare of age; Sarah, wile 
of Wlwanl High, of DeKalb eounty, Indiana; Jamvs CL, and Develo, who 
resides mn Lowa. 

In the district schools of Indiana way our subjeet edueated. He wae 4 
Furmer mm that state cul LS76 when he remeved to Clay county, Nebraska, 
where he alse tilled the soil, Eis success was interfered with in this state by the 
Freqieney of hail storms and he remained there only seven years, eomning thence 
to Wilson county, Kansas, revching here in the fall of 1883. Me purehased a 
pot in Webster townehip upon whieh he resided Uiree years Tn the fall ot 
IS86 he come to Feedonin and hae for soni yoars been cngaved in teaming. 

OQvtoher 2, 1873, Mr. Bacon was mueriod at LaGrange, Thdiama, to Lucinda 
Fuller, a native of LaGrange county, Indiana, and o daughter of E. W. ‘es 
Mrs. Loie (Hawwool) Poller. both native of New York. Phe Jatter died 
STs at the ge of sixty-five vows. Mir aul Mrs. Fuller were both raatfiedl 
before their last marriage, Mr. Fuller to Miss Sanders and Mrs. Fuller te 
Frvoderiek Haywood, her ‘naiden mtue wing Severy, 

The Fullor-Sunders children were Mary J.. wife of William Monroe, of 
Weeping Water, Nebraska: Tarrivtt, deceased wife of WH. M. Butler, and 
Malinda F., who married Fronk Day and resides near Weeping Water, Ne- 
hraska. ‘hoe Maywood family left their home near Svracuse, New York. at an 
early day and took a het at Rutalo hound for the state of Minnesot While 
ontoite the boiler ef the vessel exploded and killed the father and two of 
their ehildron, eerioushy sealing another ehild and blowmeg the mother inte 
the lake. The mothor retuened with her burden of erief to her father in 
Michigan ond eome time afterward was there married te Mr Poller, Tho 
resened daughter resides in AlTase. ‘Toxas. and is the wife of A. EL. Totten. 

Mr. and Mire Bacon's children are Mise Carrie, Albert, of Fredonia, : 
Clitule B., Melvin J. and Kelmi Those theeasad are Lewis, Helen and 
Calvin, In his politieal relations Mr. Bacon is an earnest Republican. ‘Tho 
Bacon home is a yoodel one. its domestic influences are of the highest moral 
and Christian type and the members of the hausehold campose a happy and 
contented family. 


MRS. BE, P. BAN KS— Moat of the early settlers of a new eountry are suels 
“on purpose.” ‘There are very few accidents in the matter of citizens ship Anon 
theo. The conditions of suceess are such as to prevent those who drift in by 
accident from remaining and becoming fixtures. Bul there are exceptions, 
One such is the subject of this ckeich, Mrs, Banke states without any hesitaney 
(hat it was an accident, pure and simple, that led to her becoming a citizen of 
Wilson county. In 1870 she had a brother, James RK. P. Baker, who located 
‘in Wilson couney. He was a farmer aod school teacher, a combination uot 
then wieusual, and he was a man who possessed im about equal proportions a 
fair share of goon sense and poetic sentiment, He was charmed with the 
heauty of the country and the equableness of the climate. At the same time 
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lie su porsihilitive in the fertility of the soll: and he wrote (hese Litivigs Lael 
hone. Mrs, Banke was thon a young woman ehgaged in teaching in hee 
Mitive county in fowa. She was pleased with the deseriptions her brother 
Vyae of lis new surroundings andeearne oul to see the eountiv. She had saver 
iW Little inaney Prom her earnings Ty the school room whieh she brought along. 
Hor brother soon fonnd a place where it eonld be pat out ut good interest, She 
returned t Towa anh continned teaching. Time rolled on. Tho hard years 
qui. Tntorest accumulated. Tn short before she lardly lenew it she lund an 
interest in three hundrod aut twenty aerce of Wilson county land, the title 
to which she perfected after m long and expensive Inw suit. Having the firm 
ehe coneluded the best thing she could do with it woald be to loente on it, She 
Hid so ant thie boeame m resident of the county where she hae lived for the 
past twonty veers, Tn the mean time she has married, lot her toarriage was 
het o happy one, wor Was there issue of it se_there is ne need to make further 
mention of that matter, 

The spectacle of Mrs, Banks going about her fur or traversing the public 
highway back and forth betwou her plaee and the villages af Thayer and 
Altoona, driving an ancient mole loa lmmimoeck eart whieh looks ae if it might 
have a history equal to that of Dr. Holmes’ wonderful one-horse shay, ie 9 
funiliar one tothe people of Chetepa township and iever fails to exeite com- 
inevbe but what is said ifthe interests her; for, as she saya, ehe never uxperts to 
rou for attics, be called on to preweh or to perform a marriage ceremony, and 
What she has and the way she lives suire her and others will have to he suited 
with it, As wo amatter of Tet Mra. Banks concenls beneath » rongh esteriur 
n vonsiderable fund of wood common sense, and in the matter of business she 
possiees shrewdness far bevend the average man. Th ae the philosopher re- 
iarked, “wobelief is the mother of all wisdom,” ehe amphationlly posseses 
the kev to knewlodge’s store se far as mankind 16 concerned: for she trast. no 
one and this applice with especial emplasis to lawyers. Still, in all oxsentints 
of cool citizenship, her wave of life are hevond reproaeh; and in the wetter 
of thrift, industry and good manugement there dew vreat deal which ovight be 
specially set down te her ered. 

So for as her family Instary is concerned if luke ram sinong the best. 
Her father was Philip Baker and her mother, before imurringe, Catherine 
Porter, both natives of Pennsvivania. ‘Thoy inigeated to Muskingum ecunry. 
Ohio, in the early settling of thal COLLIE TY wed Inter to Seott county. Lowa. 
whem they were also pioneers. They thie helped, in a modest wey, to lav the 
foundations of both those great commenwerlths wed the week they did) was 
well cone and essential te the suheequent development of the conimunities 
whore they lived. The father wae a commissionad ater in the Black Hawk 
war, an active. intelligent. publie spirited eitizen, and met with more than 
average suecess in business enterprises. Ti an cartier day he followed the 
rade of a carpenter but afterwerd engoged in farming and in mereantile pur- 
suils, wi was an inventor of na mean pretentions, He established the poest- 
offlon at Amity, Scott county, Towa, where he was post-master and conducted 
a store for a period of thirteen years. He died there in November. 1889, at 
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the age of seventy-tive, His widow aurvived one yeur, dying in January, 1891, 
at the age of seventv-nine. He was of German und she of Scotch-Irish extrac- 
tion. ‘hey raised #@ large family of children, two of whom had te do with the 
history of Wilson cuunty, Kansas. James K. P. Baker came to Kansas, a3 
stated, in S70, and wae a resident of that county for tlve years being sogaged 
in farunng and teaching. Mra. Banks, while a teacher hy profession, has only 
titight one term Since sowing to Kansas: but there stands to her oredit much 
Yalunble service in this capacity performed in her native state. She helped 
pay her own way through school by touching and for several years after was 
closely confienud to aeheal room work. Sines giving giving up teaching she 
has lived very inuelt to hersell giving her attention to her private affairs. Be- 
silis thu half section of land in Wilsen county where she lives she owns a fine 
farm in Seatt county, Lowa, the income from the two affording her ample 
wivaus on which to live and allowing some for investment besides. 


JAMES OSBORN, Veceased—A pioncer of Wilson county and a acion 
ofa pioneer family who helped in some degree to perform the labors of epening 
up this section to settlement as his antecedents had done the middle west was 
the late James Osborn of Chetopa township, who was not only one of the early 
settlers of Wilson county but was a man highly esteemed for hie sterling worth 
and up-right Christian character. Tle was born in Seott county, West Vir- 
ginia, November 14, 1S24,, aod was taken when young by bis parents to Keo- 
ticky where he grew up, THis carly adyantages in the matter of education 
amounted to but little, THe attended sehool in the old log school house where 
he obtained only the radiments of leariing, and before he was out of his teens 
began doing for bimeell working as a farm hand and at common labor, At 
about the age of thirty, Mareh, 1850, le married Naney Hale, a daughter of 
Benjanin and Catherine Tale and a native of Pulaski county, Kentucky, and 
the saine year moved to Tndiana and settled in Putnam eewnty, Te lived in 
that and Sullivan county tll 1860 when he came to Kansas and located ws 
Wilson county, which was ever afterward his home. 

On settling in Wilson county Mr, Osborn took a claim in the vicinity of 
the Five Mounds in whal is now Chetopa township, but when he settled there 
the township had not been organized, and was not organized tall some months 
later. “he county was all open and there were numerous claims still untaken. 
The Osayes raisvd their last crop of corn, beans and watermelons on (Shetopa 
rreck und alony the Verdigris rived the year before, but straggling bands of 
thom renutined in the eauntry, and to the west and south there were no towne 
antl but few settlements to speak of, Humboldt was then the terminus of the 
old L. T. & G. railway and to that point and to Ottawa, Lawrence and Kansas 
City the settlers went for their supplies. such as they were able to afford. The 
first settlers did not enjoy very many of the luxuries of this life; in fact they 
had hot few of what are now regurded as the necessities: but even such ae they 
had were thus brought from a distance. aud the going to the store, mill er 
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black-smith shop was an event of sufficient importance to neveasitate a duy'e 
preparation, while two or three dave were consumed in going and returning. 

Mr. Osborn settled at onee on his elaim after making selection of it and 
pul forth his best efforts to make of it a home. ‘The process was tedious and 
the transformation slow; for the task wae pursudd under the same difficultins 
that all the old settlers Inbored under; scant means to go on, drouth, grass 
hoppers, and the like, Ef the value of his services should he measured by the 
extent of Ins accumulations there are others who would outrank him in the 
commnaity, bat this ie not the test nor should one be singled ont for ¢dis- 
tincton 1 account of any particular possession or accomplishment, A map is 
useful to a community by virtue of the fact that he is a man if he is all that 
The name implies. wml Mr. Oshorn was that. To the common virtnes of lon- 
usty, Industry aml general uprightness of character were added, in his case, 
u strong attachment for bis family and home, a disposition to be helpful to 
his neighbors and a great low for his church and all chureh work. THe did not 
five onything out of the ordinary tu charity, beenuse there were no special calls 
for it noy was he able; Wat he had that better sort of charity in hie makeup 
whieh prompted hin to look with indulwenee on the short-comings of othere, 
am? he helped with the kind and encouraging word, the gentle hand-grasp and 
the token of syvinpathy, whieh were more in place and did amore good than 
lavish expenditure, What this disposition and wianner of Irving led to, sup- 
plemented as they were by the equally honest and zealous efforts of a good 
wife, is clearly disvernable in the sonsand daughters brought ap in the Osborn 
household. This family is one of the largest in the township, line always 
lived in perfect harmony and las prospered accordingly. 'The father wae not 
able to neemmulate vers mueh, but with the aid of bis good wife he laid the 
foundation for his children’s suceess, ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Osborn had six sone and five danghters, all of whow heeame 
grown wal all of whom aoutil a comparatively recent date remained at home. 
Iu the order of their ages they are, John M.. Arthur FL, James E., Sarah ©., 
now wife of William Morris; Nunoy Florence, who was married to Kdward Got 
uni is deceased, William E.. Martin 0... Charles B., Mary, wife of Charles 
Conn; Martha and Sneie. ' 

Mr. Osborn died Oetober 6. 1895, and hie remains reat in the cemetery at 
Altoona. He has been for many youre a member of the Methodist ehareh %o 
which ohureh his widow and ® number of his sons and daughters now belony. 


JAMES H, WATSOS—The subjeet of this sketeh, a well knowin farmer 
of Cedar townehip, Wilkon county, was born im Sussex couuty, Deleware, 
Vebruary 17, 1858, His mother dying when he was youn and his father mar- 
rying again he was sent to live with a bachelor unele, F, G, Adame, with whom 
he made his liome wotil he wae able to look out for himself, Dis early training 
was thus much neglected, but by industry on his part he acquired soine knowl- 
aloe of the elementary branches of lenrning and by virtue of many hard 
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Kioeks got sume ideas of business. When a young he man followed different 
pursuits and traveled over all parts of the middle and central west, working 
inostly at common lahor and spending his earnings in seeing the world. ITe 
thus worked his way through the states of Ohie, Indiana and Illinois to the 
then frontier of Town, but returning to bis old home in Deloware on a visit was 
there when the civil war broke ont, He at onoe offered himself for serviow in, 
the Union army bus lecoming eatisfied that the people of thet state did not 
mtemd td give the Tonon edise the hewty suppert whieh is should receive. he 
withdrew his tender of services belore being regularly enlisted and set out for 
the west where the sentiment for the stars avd stripes was stronger. 

He entered the arn to Ondiana, enlisthie duly 18, 1863, in Company B, 
115th Indiana infantey. Tis reginwat formed part of the Arniy of the Cim- 
herkind anc saw active service throughowl Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Georgia and Nerth Corelina, tis enlistment was for one year but at the end 
af that time he re-entisted mn Company D, ATth Indiana and saw the hardest 
services While io tis commaml, participating in the fights at Franklin and 
Nashville, i the former of which tis regiment lost Tid men out of 400 
migagml. Tle wae ristered out at New Orleans July 5, 1805, 

Keturning to Indiana, Me. Watson began tu work his way west and io 
January, [Siti, landed in Wyandotte county, Kausas, was in that and Saline 
county til the fall of 1870 when Noveniber ith, he look ap his permanent 
tibode in Wileon county, On settiinw in this county he bought out the right 
of Matthew Hawks to a fractional qnarter in sections 8 and 17, township 24), 
rahe Li onet.  Tlawke tiprovements consisted of a stall log house. a well, 
ten acres shirubbed ont, aint a cow lot enelosed with a rail fene@, The land )ivs 
of the banks of the Verdigri= river and was at that time covered with a heayy 
undergrowth. Mer. Watson reduced 120 acres of this wilderness to cultivatron, 
Manted an orelard. one of the first planted in the eouuty, erected u saperion 
vlass of fartn buildings wad las one of the most productive and best improyed 
farms in the county, lie holding amounting to 220 acres all lying in the 
famous Verdigris valley. He onwages in weneral farming giving 
comziderable attention to stuck, and has met with more than average sueeess. 
He has had his ape and downs Int has never-lost faith in the soil of Wilson 
vountly, nor in bis wbility to mule it yield lim competence for his old age. 

In 1878 Mr. Watson juarricd Mrs. Rebeeea A. Woodling, widow of Elijah 
R. Woodling, her maiden mame being Staley, a daughter of James and Elyira 
Staley and a native of Park county, Indiana. Mrs. Watson's parents moved 
ty Kansas in 1859 and settled in Coffey county, whence they moved to Wilson 
county in 1870. Mr. and Mrs. Watson have one adopted son, Robert Watson, 
In polities Mr. Watson is a staunch Republican haying cast his first yote. for 

resident, for John C. Vremont in 1856 and for every Republican nominee 
or president since thab Gime, In local affairs he does not adhere so strictly 
es party lines giving lis support jo good men regardless of their partisan 
eanings. 
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LAPAYINTTE ADAMS—There is a notion prevalent that the real 
pioneers of a community pever offect a permanent settlement, but continue 
to move on with the fling up of the eoubtry and finally die well out on the 
contin of civilization, Wile this is in general so there are here and there 
notable egeeptions, Lavnyette Adame is one such, For more that bventy yeas 
he was on the border, wae in touch with border life and filled with the border 
spirit, ploneered all ovet the west, and wae one of the first settlers of Wilson 
wouUntY aml yeb when he look ap his residence there he annonieed that he had 
driven tis pegs for life and he has been as good as his word, He has lived a 
fll generation in that eounty, has not merely lived there but has beld his own 
Mong with the best nm the mutter of boikhing up the community and betlering 
hie own condition, 

Mr. Actas was born November 10, 1835, in Pulaski eonnty, Kentucky, 
Hie parents were John and liza Adame, both of whom were also natives of 
RKentieky where thir parents, who were fran North Carolina, settled iu the 
nye of Daniel Boone. John and Kliza Adams moved to Missouri in 1843 and 
lived for nm number of years in Platte and Andrew counties, that state. The 
hither was a tarmer and miller, a oun of moderate meuns and of no civil or 
inilitary weord., After their tamily grew up the parents wenl to live in Tow 
aml the mother died at Leon, Decatur county, that state, in LR6T, aged 54 years. 
The father then returning te Kentucky died in that state in 1887 aged seventy- 
Hin Years, 

The boyhead and youth mf Lafayette Adume were passed in Platte aud 
Andrew counties, Missouri, and in Nodaway county, that state, he married 
Nbinuwil D, Thainey December 11, 1846, she heing a native of Kentucky and a 
aught el! dames Fo and Rachel Uniney whe migrated from Kentucky and 
sett im Missouri in 1851. . 

Joining the Pike’s Peak expedition in 184 Mr Adame spent the better 
part of that your in the Rocky Mountain region prospecting for gold, but not 
hing sumessfiul returned to Missouri, whence be moved with his family to 
Laid to Montana. Fle spent five youre there enyaged m mining and met with 
hotter suecess, nut not liking the kind of life, he gave it up and returned to 
civilization, settling November 1, 1809, m Wilson county, Kansas, where he his 
since niade Ins home, 

When Mr. Adams first eame to the county he bought of William Shoune 
a tract of deeded land, being parts of the northwest and southwest quarters 
of suction 28, township 29, range 10 enet. to which he subsequently added by 
purchaze Li] he owned at onv time over four hundred acres, a good portion of 
whieh tie reduced to enltivation, fenced and eross-fenced and otherwise inproy- 
ed making of it one of the best farms in the township. He has given to each 
of his two daughters eighty acres of this land but still owns a farm of some- 
thing like two hundred and seventy aeree on which he resides and is ongayed 
in genera! farming and stockratsing. 

Mr. Adams hae been trustee and treasurer of his township a number of 
times aml actively identified with ite best interest in every way hecoming an 
intelligent, public-spirited citizen. He was formerly « Democrat but im recent 
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years has affiliated with the Populist party and js known as a man whe stands 
wore fur principle than for party name and heartily supports all measures 
lwwking to reform and to an econimic administration of public affairs. 

Mr. Adame’ wife died in Wilson county September 2, 1886, leaving two 
daughters, Eliza Jane, wife of John T. Cooper, and Rhoda Allen, wife of A. 
M. Itieharidson, hoth residing in Altoona, Wilson county, Tle married again 
Marel 4, 1895, his second wile being, befure her marriage with him, Mrs. 
Harrict Ei. Pearson, widow of M. N, Pearson. who settled in Wilson county 
in TS82, The present Mrs. Adame was born December 17th, 1844, in Russvil 
county, Virgmia: was bronght by her parents lo Linn county, Missouri, where 
she met and was married! to M2 N. Pearson ond arcompanied him to Kansas, 
By her former marriage she hus one son, Ardie Traneia Pearson. 


AARON GAMBUIE—The eubjvet of thie sketeh cumes of antecedents 
long domiciled on American soil and the coursu of whose inigration across this 
vontinent has heen marked at ouch snecessive stage by ucts of individual 
heroism antl pakent endurance similar te that of most others whose origin 
runs intu the early settled fanilies of New York and the New England 
status. His father was Josiah Gamble and lis mother, before marriage, 
Klivaloth Heel. both antives of Pennaylyania and born, the father in 1812, 
rhe mother im 1815, Their parents were carly settlers of Ohio, moving into the 
Woeetern Reserve in the chive of flat-hoating before the establishment of any 
voneral public highways. Josiah Gamble and Rlivabeth Heek were married 
in Carroll county, Olio and anoved thence about 1K38 to Rock Island eounty, 
Illinois where they were early settlers and where they opened a farm and 
subsequently lived and’ died, Ine death avenrring in 1876, hers in 1ST), 

Aaron Gamble was the oldest son wand next to the oldest @hild of Ihis 
parents. He was lern in Curroll county, Ohio, June 6, 1837, and reured 
mainly in Roek Teland county, Mlineis, Te was brought wp on the farm and 
received what, for (he tuner, wus a fair common echool edueation, On the 
ith of Oetober, 1859 he married Catherine, a daughter of Peter and Barbara 
Baughman of Moline, Miinois, she being a native of Westmorelaml county, 
Pennsylvania, whence her parents moved when she was young aod gettled in 
western Illinois. (See sketch of Samuel Bauehrian in this volume.) Mer. 
Giamble, after his marriage, took up farming on lis awn accomnt in Rock 
Island county, Tlineis, and followed it there till 1669 when he moved ta 
Kansas. and on November 6, of that vear, settled in Wilson county, As the 
(ute shows he was one of the early settlers of thie county. When hie pitched 
lie tent against the mound on the northeast quarter of section 1, 29, 16, which 
he took as a claim and where he lie sinew lived it was an open and practically 
unsettled country as far as one could see. The township—Chetopa—had not 
then boon organimed, was not organizer! till January 1, following, and Altoona, 
then kmown as Geddeshurg, consisted of one store ond a saw mill. The trading 
point was Humboldt, many of the eettlers’ supplies being bronght from Ottawa 
and Lawrence. 
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Mr, Gainble came west to make a home and having made a selection of x 
Claim set bimsell! to work to put it in order, His first steps in this direction 
were slow. Jt was with him vs with most of the other old settlers; net as he 
would like to do hut as he could da, Tf his progress was slow, it was steady 
vod sure and he learned, if there was need for such inetynetion, the yirtay 
Of pationt industry and how sweet is the bread of toil, Tt is not necessary to 
dwell on the hardships of those early days: how hope played hide-and seek with 
deepair—how the loan yours were followed by years of plenty and these in 
turn hy those exasperating pests, the grass-hoppers, allernated with drouthes 
and flool= and similay trials and Uibulations—this is Kansas and every one 
familiar with Kansas history knows these things and knows that a man who 
has Uved in Wilson county a third of a century bas gone through them wll and 
ean lav no special claim to distinetion for what he lus undergone over and 
above whab lise neighbors nee entitled fo, Perhaps if he conld haww done eo 
he would have left the country. Hundreds did. but whether fran: choice or 
nevessily he remained and it ie fortunate for him that he did, Out of the 
(rinls of those early years he hus come none the worse in any of the essentials 
uf qaveul or physical well-beme. Te has a well rounded owt eharacter to the 
formming of which it ie fair fo preswine these things have in some measure con- 
tributed and he is m the possession of enough of this world’s woode to sapply 
the wanle of old age, His “elu” on the Mound hae long sioce assumed the 
dignity of an attractive and valuable farmstexd—one of the really desirable 
places of Chetopa townehip, moet of it ina good state of cultivation and well 
improved with a soperior cluss of buildings and on which are stock of choice 
breeding, The raising unl feeding of live stook has buen one of the features 
of his farming wad one of the chief sonroos of his income. THe has for some 
years devoted a fair share of hie time and attention to this und has met with 
good sneesse init. A man of quiet ways with ne ambition for public applause, 
lth home with its interests and belongings has filled his life with its lahors and 
respnnsililities and there is therefore nothing in the nature of a public record 
to be adverted to. A Republican in politics he east his first vote, for pres: 
dent, for Lineoln in 1860, and las voted for every Republican nominee for that 
office einer. 

September 16, 1899, Mr. Gamble’s wife died, The issue of this univn 
was two sons and one daughter, Adelbert M., Stella., wife of John W. Sellers, 
and William A, Both the sons as well as the daughter are married, and al! 
live bear the old homestead heing well settled in life. In 1900 Mr. Gamble 
married Mrs, Ulissa Snook who is 4 native of Towa and who came to Kansas 
in 1870. He and all his family belong to the United Brethren church and are 
inoral, upright, steady-going. temperance people, such as give character am! 
standing to a community and whom it is a pleasure ta know and he among. 


WILLIAM HICKS—The subject of this sketch was bern December tt. 
1847, in Coeke county, East Tennessee. THis parenta were Timothy and Sarah 
Hicks who were natives of the same locality where also settled his forefathers 
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in the days of John Sevier, hero of King’s Moutittain and governor of the 
short-lived state of Franklin. His uncestors belonged to that hardy eluss of 
ieneers from North Carolina, by whom East 'Tormessve was largely settled, 
wo who lave abways been noted hy historians and travelers asa peeuliar pooplo, 
distinguished for their VOMTILE, their simple ways of life, love of pureomel 
liberty, the loyalty of theiy lriendshipa, and the inflense bitterness of their 
cuinities, but frank and generous and possessing in full measure the wreatest 
Of all homnan virtnes: genuine unaffected hospialiv, Tt was from anong 
these people that so mauy reeruite came to the Pinon army during the etvil war. 
For although in the midst of the Confederacy they were never a part of it, but 
with “the divine hate of slavery” in ther hearts they fought the issue in local 
affairs long befare it enterwl inte National polities, And when the great 
eruption came and the fair land whieh their ancestars had roclaimed frorn 
aavagery and decicated to liherty beoame the theater of war and was devasted 
man effort te fasten upon it that institution, it is not to be wondered at that 
her pative sone leaving howe and fireside, mothers, wives, and babes marehod 
with intrepid spirit to the front where every man of Them did a seldier’s duty. 

Wilhtain Theks was brought up im this land of broad valleys, rolling 
hills, clear, bold streams aod purple mownitiines stretching far away against 
the blae sities, a land instinet with life and filled with the spirit of liberty, and 
Was trained to these ways of fife amd habits of thotelt, 

Oy Christinas day, 1859, be married a neighbor virl, Mary Jane, daughter 
Of Joseph wid Priseitln Nyker, who like fineself was cradled amidst these 
sevties of pastoral beauty aod whose forebears were of the hardy mountaineer 
founders of old Franklin. Settling with his new wife on a small farm he en 
tered on the tusk of building a home and establishing liinsell we a respected 
citizen i the eammunity where he lived. He head however made but littl 
progress at this when the civil war buret upon the country and he in eomnion 
with the other Uniun sympathiaers of that sevtion was made to feel aest keenly 
rom the start all ite horrors. Born in 1837 he wae entitled to cast his first 
vote for president in TR00, aud he east it for Lineoln, With this his troubles 
hexwn. The feeling among the slivsholders wir su bitter against those whe 
wave their support to the Union that the ery of “no quarter” was instantly 
railed asinst one had cast his lol in with the Vater. 

While there were many Ciien svormthisers in Rast Tennessee the state as 
i Whole was hell eo fightly in the grip of the Confoderney that there was ne 
widleus for a rallying point for lovel citizens, The result was that they were 
early forced inte hiding or arrest) and conser;pled into the Confederate arnvy. 
Mr. thieks lay in the mountains for months duriay the earlier years, underge- 
ing ull sorte of privations, fighting buehwhackers, and retahating in bush- 
whaoker style. Tt was a herrible specive af warfare bul if seemed unavoidable 
in the divided cenditien of the country, and if is only fair to sav that the 
atrocities were not confined solely to the rebels thongh they were in point of 
fnot responsible for the vonditions which brought those things about, 

After the worden which the Coufwlerates had thrown around Tennessee 
was broken by Grant's and Sherupu’s arvinivs those of the Unionists whe had 


HIStory OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS. TAL 


not wveady made their way through the rebel lines and enlisted in the Federal 
service had the opportunity to enlist in thelr own state, and most of them 
Welcomed it. Mr. Hicks enlisted in November, 1864, In Company F, Seoond 
Tennessu cavalry, his regiment being at onee assigned to duty in the Army 
uf the Cmberland where, under Thomas, it took part in the operations in 
North Georgia, Mississippi and Alabama, The Second Tennessee was made ap 
of imountaineers who were skilled in qwooteraft and experts in the Tndian 
inode of warlare. Ph owas therefore used almost entirely for scouting purposes, 
und while sesing much active, arduous service, never got into many general 
engagements th did participate, however. in the battles of Franklin and 
Sushville, ane followed Hood. camping closely on his trail for more than a 
hundrer miles after his defeat ab Nashville. mt failed to effect his caplure, 

After this event Me, Wick wae sent south as part of o delachinent to 
reeonnoitey tn the viemity of New Orleans and Mobile for what was supposed 
would be the escaping presidential party headed by Jefferson Davis. He was 
im that locality when the war closed. Retorning he was nmeteret owt at Nash- 
ville, August 15, 1805. Peace was weleomed by him, for though he had been 
iy the regular seryiee less than twelve months, he lad been under arms for 
nemly five years 

But the end was not yer The Tinoen soldiers returned to a worse eon- 
dition of affairs than they had to confront at the outhreak of the war: and 
this hed been anticipated. General Brownlow tuade the Kast Tennessee sol- 
tiers a epweeh when they were mustered oul at Nashville m whieh he told then 
that inueh of the worst of it for thens wae vet io come, and advised eaeh one 
hy take home with hin hie gun, pistol and no less than ¢iaty rounds of amou- 
nition, whieh they did. The conditions wore as he had predieted, The «- 
Union soldiers were compelled to build forts and defend their lives, nnd the 
countey ab larwe Wie ina state of terrorism for months, Such a thing as re- 
turning tothe orderly purscite af peace was tipossiile, People sverned unable 
WW forget their grievances, 

Wearving of the ceareless struggle and desirone of gutting his growing 
fainiy of hove and girle away from ite baleful influeneos, Mr. Hicks at Inet 
determined to leave his native stale and seok a home in the great weet. He 
oume fo Kansas in the fall af 1860 and settled in Wilson county. He wae dis- 
treseingly poor. Hie entire possessions consisted of an old ramshackle wagoy 
anda ping team, an armfnl of household effoets and R125 in money. A short 
tine after coming inte the country ene of hie horses died and the other was 
etolon and his $124 went to purchased a voke of oxen, We was then petinilus-. 
But he was courted to hardship and blessed with a hopeful nature, and, with The 
help of a noble wife, he set about to win success Oven from these hard conde 
tions. THe seeured a claim whieh bad a lag eabin on it withont floor, window or 
door. bal which nevertheless afforded him a shelter, and thas began, 

It will not be neeessary to ce ever, in detail, Mr. Mieke’ early strugelus in 
this country, Many are still living around him who know what they were. 
Some of them had similar experiences, und he ie the last man im the werk! to 
lay special claim te distinetion in this respect where others of hie frientle said 
meighhors are entitled to equal arerlit for what they did. Lt will be enough io 
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say Uiet lie has finally won out, aod that by honorably effort. The thirty-three 
years of his residence in Kanses hae witnessed the most renurkable changes 
in wll that pertaing to the state’s histery. The change has heen equally great 
it his own. He is the owner af ight hundred acres of as good land us there 
isin Wilkon commty—land that with favorable seasons will produce trom sixty 
to seventy-five bushels of vorn and from twenty-tive to forty buebels of wheat 
to the were, Moet of this land lies ia the famous valley of the Verdigrie river 
ail about five hundred af it is in erdtivation, balance pasture and meadow, 
Of course Mr. Hicks hue net raised grain ond carted it away to he sold for what 
it would bring on the lncal market. Tle early became a stock raiser and in o 
emall way a stock dealer, and the produce of lis farm bas been fed at bome to 
ontthe and hogs, larwely af his own visi. 

And this. lo lirief, is lites history. It will readily We seen that, inte the 
narrew span of his life have been crowded a greab many iwihappy experiences, 
hut it vemaine to record the saddest of them all-—the lose of hie faathtul wife. 
After bearing hitn an afieetionaty companionship for more than forty years 
fluwing which time she shared every burden with him and entered into every 
fact and phase of lis life she died in August, 1900. Surviving ler she left 
(iver sons and six daughters, all erown. William J... Margaret. wife of John 
Cleon; Amanda, wife of George Sipe; Ladie, wif of Frank Scott: Mury, wile 
of William Sipe: Fred Grant; Russell: ttn, wife of Levi Bowersock; Pourl, 
und Catherine. 


ABRAM LONG, [teeased— Tere was one of the early settlers of Pleas- 
vat Valley township, Wilson county, and a highly respeeted man, well rvmen- 
hered az sueli und eminently deserving of mention in this volume, dedicated. 
as ih is, to the momery of the pioneers of this section of the state. 

Abram Long was born in Rutherford county, North Carolina, November, 
1812, was reared there as a farmer and there married Barbara Clapp, who was 
a witive of the same state wand county, His rarriage oceurred in 1847, and a 
year later he moved to Vermillion county, Illinois, where he lived for a period 
of thirty-one years and where in one township—N ewell—his family of six sons 
and six daughters were born ond practically reared. His was one of those 
large, old-fashioned families of robust, healthy boys and girls, all but one of 
whom reached maturity and ten of whom were married and raised good sixed 
families. In 1869 Mr. Long moved to Kaneas and settled in Pleasant Valley 
township, Wilson county, where he spent his later life and there died February 
24, 1889, aged seventy-four, surviving his wife from April 10, 1886, her death 
occurring in the eixty-seventh year of her age. 

Most of Mr, and Mrs, Long’s sons and daughters also came to Kansas and 
are still residents of thie state, some, liowever, remaining in their native state, 
and some having moved on from Kansas to the newer states of the west. For 
the purpose of preserving the record the full list will be given im this place, 
They were, Emily. who wae married to John Bailey; Cornelia A., who was 
three times married os mentioned on another page herein; William A.; Eliaa- 
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both A., who was married to dames Stone; Adam T., Barney; George R.; Em- 
wine J., who wae married to George Ellin, aud after his death to a Mr, Gibbs; 
Jolui, whe married Minnie Sharpe. daughter of William Sharpe, of Wilson 
county, WKareas, and Barbara A,, who became the wife of Daniel Allison. May, 
who is the wile of J, M, George and resides in the Chickasaw Nation, Mer. and 
Mra. Oleean separated after a few years and on October 30, 1883, she was united 
in marrige with William Sharpe. by who she hes one son, Bertrain Gresham 
SS leaaryp, 

Abram Long it well remembered ly the old settlers of Pleasant Valley 
townalip. for he was one of theiy number in the dave of triale and hardships, 
and itds told of him by these with whont he stool in the relation of neighbor 
and friend that he was ever ready to do his duty in whatever capacity he wae 
called on, He was of a cheerful, hopeful dispusition and when others were 
cist-lown by nisfortune and disposed to give ap the battle le ehvered them on 
by words of encouragement and set in his own case an example well worthy of 
Lnitition, Both he aod his wife were for mmany years members of the Chrishan 
ehurch wnd their lives as Christians were of such an exemplary eharacter that 
the commenity m whieh they live) often commented wpon the fact. 


JAMES CROOKS—Tho subject of this sketch, an old and highly re 
spected citizen af Cedar township, Wilson eonnty, was born m County Derry, 
Treland, on the 13th day of May, 1840,* His lother was Alevander Crooks and 
his mother, before marriage, Mary Bell, both of whem were natives of Trelunil. 
but of Seoteh extraction, Mr, Crooks’ antecedents being refugees from Scotland 
who settled in the north of Treland during the religious troubles in the early 
years of the Nighteenth century. They were Preshyterians in religion, adher- 
enee to the faith having come dawn through the lamily for many generations. 
James Crooks’ parents died when he jas youtie and le was taken into the 
family of a niaternal unele to ye reared and by them was brought when a lad 
to the United States, Ile remained with them until he reached his majority 
When he started owt for himself Being poor and dependent on his own exer- 
Hons for a livelihood be tool whatever in the way of labor fortune threw in his 
pall) and working (hus from point to point he found himself about the begin- 
iw of the civil war inthe south, November 15, 1860, he married Miss Alvara 
MeCuwley, a native of Chimbers county, Alabama, and a daughter of David 
and Sarah MeCarley who migrated from South Carolina and settled in Ala- 
hama in early Indian days. Taking np the porsuite of agriculture Mr, Crooks 
liad qoade o start, in a sinall way, to establish himeelf ae a planter in the 
loralily where he Tived, when the war came on, Not being in sympathy with 
the cause of slavery, he left that section of the country in 1862 and started to 
Cumda, siekness in his fainily necessitated a temporary stop in Southern 
Tudiana whenee he went to Ulinois, and the removal to Canada being finally 
abuodened, he came out to Kansas in 1868 and took up his residence in Allen 
county. From there he moved, in April, 1873. to Wilson county and settled 
on the headwaters of Spring creek in Cedar township where he has since lived. 
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On seltling in Cadar township Mr. Crooks purclissed a deeded quarter section 
of lund of one George W. Parker, o hall! breed Osage Didian, whose improye- 
ments consistud of ten acres broken out, an ald shack of « house, two smal 
apple trees which had sprung up by ¢hanee and two hundred rails in a tumbled 
down condition around part of the place. Wistablishing himeell wmidst these 
aurrownidings Mr. Croaks set to werk to open a farm and make a home, His 
first step in this direetion were necessarily slow but by dint of patient, purse- 
vering industry and the siniles of good fortune, Gach sucoceding year witnesser 
a gradual hetterfag of his eondition watll he has made of his Indian olvim one 
of the best farms in Wilson county, While land was cheap he added by pres ° 
elase to bis original lyiyestead until his Holdings previous to his dividing with 
sone of his ehildren aiveuited to nine lundted aeres, about half of which he 
retluced to cultivation aud improved with fences and buildings necessary to The 
convenient ald suceess!ul handling of grain and live stock va a scale commen- 
surate with this herenye. Mr, Crooks has farmed in Wilson county for twenty- 
Hine yours and jis nuighbors suy that he lise never failed to raise a crop im 
that time und that he generally raises good ones. By his thoughtful, diligent 
methods le has done much to raise the standard of farming and stock-raising 
in the conmmunity where he lives, while by his quivt, orderly life, strict atten- 
tion te his own alfmirs and example of carnest. intelligent application. he lms 
aleo added te the measure of wood eitimonship. 

Mr. wank Mes. Crooke vearotl to maturity a bounily of four sens and two 
duughtere: Alexander David, Plummer Bell, Janes Rmmett, Alvara, Lavra 
and Toney Taylor. Both he and his wife are members of the Presbyterian 
church wnd are ever ready to do the needful thing as ehristians. 


BENJAMIN PF. DEWEES—The subject of this sketch whe is a prow- 
nent farmer and stock dewler of Cedar township, Wilson county, was born tr 
Moutgomery county, Penwsylvania, January 7, 1844, and is 4 eon of Thomas 
and Wilhelmina Dewoes, the former of whom was a native of Pennsylvania, 
the latter a native of Virginia, His partnts were carly settlers of Ohio and in 
that, state the boyhood and youth of the subject of this sketch were passed, He 
entered the Union army from Obie, enlisting August, 1462, in Company B, 
LlSth Ohio infantry. After a service of six months around Cineinnati his 
regiment wae mounted at Covington, Kentucky, attached to the army of the 
Tennessee and aaaigned to duty in the vicinity of Nashville, It covered the 
territory from Nashville to Murfreceboro and thence to Chattanooga being 
emgage in guarding the railroads between these points, forwarding army 
anpplics. scouting and in general guerilla warfare, an active, varied. interesting 
often oexeiting and hazardous experience. It participated in no general en- 
gagoments but was constantly exposed to dangers and performed valuable 
auxiliary aid in this important branch of the service. Lt wis on duty till the 
elose of the war being mustered out at Cleveland, Ohio, August, 1865, Our 
subject was with his regiment and performed his part as a common soldier 
from the date of his enlistment till his discharge, 
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From 1865 to 1868 Mr. Dewees resided at Canton, Ohio, after which in 
company with his older brother, Sumuwel Dewees, he went to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, where he remained till 1871, commny that year to Kaneas and taking 
ip tie resiimee in Wilson vounty, Los father accompanied him and they 
bought a claim im seetion 6, townelip 24, range Li east, Cedar Lownship, an 
Which they settlod and here Me. Dewees has since resided, Associated with 
his brothers he had large farming aid stock interests at which he has met with 
scvuss and reverses, but on the whole has protited by his early settlement and 
long rvesidenee in the county and hae done a event deal towards forwarding the 
agriculitival and stock growing intereats of the county. 

In Jd Mr. Dewevt married Miss Jane Wilson of Wilson county, a 
daughter of S. 8. Wilson who settled in Guilford township in 1868, coming 
from Illinois. where Mra. Dewees was horn and partly reared. 


GHEORGHE SHERBENOU—The sobjeot of this sketeh, an ole settler of 
Cwlar township, Wilson eounty, George Sherbenou, was a native of Montreal, 
Canada, August 18, 1889. He was reared in his birthplace til the age of 
‘ightwn years when, in company with his younger brother, Frank Sherbenou, 
he came te the United States and for twelve yours lived in the vicinity of 
Detroit, Michigan, whore he worked as a tarm hand, In Mareh, 1800, the 
Sherhenouw brothers Gane to Kansas and, at Ottawa, the terminus of the 
L. L. and G. railroad, they each purchased a team and wagon and drove south 
into Wilson county. 

Frank took a elatin three niiles south of Altoona and George made his 
home with the latter some three or four years. George thon purchased otf 
Klexunder Davis # qaarter section of deeded land on the west side of the Verdi- 
eris river, making purehases of more lund since, when being able. Mr, Sher- 
henou lived om this quarter section watil in the fall of 1899, when le moved 
on an eighty acre farm in section 30. where he and his family now reside. His 
time and altention have lawn green over to farming and stock business, his 
suecest has bam ample for the energy and effort put forth, He has owned 
more than theee hondred aeres of land, made substantial improvements on the 
same and has located Ins family about him on the premises as they have 
murrivd and gone to themselvoe. 

Tn Avenst, 1870, Mr. Sherbenou wits united in muirriage wilh Anna Eyane, 
whe was bern mm Missouri. Mrs. Anna Sherbenou died in Wilson county in 
the year 1A74, leaving one daughter, Lena. 

In 1876 Mr. Sherbenou married Miss Klizabeth Mellet, a native of the 
northern part of Indiana and who died in Wilaon county in the year 1889, leay- 
ing two sons, Walter and Edgar. 

For his taird wife Mr. Sherbenou married Mrs. Maria Roe, a widow with 
one daughter, Dora Mrs. Maria Row was born in Preble county, Ohio, in the 
year 1860 and her maiden name was Marin Swain. Mr. and Mrs, Sherbenou 
have one son, George. 
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WILLIAM IL WILLIAMSON—It is doubtful if, m all Wilson eounty, 
there is one whose residenee in the state execeds that of the subject of this 
sketel. The pioneers of the state, in the main, date their settlement at L850 or 
later and when ove is discovered whiose advent to the stale dates from the year 
of its formation inte a terrtlury the dates of the average pioneer fades into in- 
significance, Mr, Williamson wime to Kansas so early that the real frontier 
ling wae twhind hint some distanee instead of, a3 in some cases, a Little in 
advonce of hin, Very little of the surface of the state we then government 
land and open to public entry bul what there was lay alony the eastern border 
and upon some of this he effveted a loeation. We find him within the limits of 
Franklin vounty, then. und for eleven years, or ontil the close of the war of 
the rebellion, he remained near the Maria Des Cyunes river, 

Mr, Williumeon came to Kansas in 1854. He was direetly from Potoum 
vount. Dudinna, but formerly From Budford county, Virgina. He was born 
in the latter county Seplember 16, 1883, and wae a son of John and Sarah 
(Baker) Williamson, both native of Virginia and ihe latter born in the ane 
hove m whieh our subject was born. The father was born aliout L800 und 
died about S64, while the mother wae horn in 1818 and died in 1888, OF 
their five children three are living: two in Virginia and the other in hanes. 

William H. Williamson Lived at the ald home of lis nativity ti eighteca 
years of age when he went to Lieiana to Visit an unele, After he had been oy 
{hat state a year and a half he was pursaadad liy his relative to drive a team for 
him inte the unexplored Kansas, The result of tits trip was his settlement 
as above referred to. Tn 1865 he aold hie Franklin county interests and pur 
chase! a claim in Wilson eounty upon whieh he lives. Tlere he is as well 
known as interconrse with men im the allairs of Iie will tiake one and lis 
achievements are confined to the building of an wntarnished reputation and the 
improvement of a valiable home. There are no “ups and downs” in Kansas 
whieh he las net tasted of, and af jovs and serrowe, in his life there have been 
muaihy. 

The progress of the Civil war Was net conducted without the modest aid 
of Mr. Williamson. Te enlisted 1o August, 1862. in Company B, 12th Kansas 
infantry and served three years, This regiment was in the western departinent 
of the Union army and was engaged chicfy tn guard and patrol duty. Some 
spirited little fights took place Qwo of which, Salme river and one other, our 
subject participated in, The frontier was then full of bashwhackers, rebels 
and guerrillas and it was a frequent oecurrence to have to push them back 
away from civilization, thus bringing on a skirinish or a “little brash.” Mr. 
Williamson was detailed to hospital daty after a period of field service and he 
served As i Hursé tontil bis promotion as a ward master of the institution, Hoe 
was doing duty in the latter capacity when he wie discharged in 1805, 

Returning liome to his family Mr, Williamson soon sold his farm and 
sought, Onve more, the atmosphere of the fronticr—Wileen county, In 1872 
he lost lis first wife whom he marricd in 1858, She was Rebecca Fellows, a 
native of Ohio. By her death four children were orphaned, namely, Rlla L., 
wile of James FE. Clark: Emma, deceased wife of Georgy Clause; Rosa, wife 
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of Kmerson Russell, and Lizzie who married P Skages, Jn i878 Mr, 
Williamson married the second me, Hie wife was, nve, Miss Anna Morrow, 
who dio in 1882, leaving three children, viz: Minnie, wite of Ed, Dixon; 
fiertrude, now Mrs. Willian Menton; and Miss Myrtle, of Fredonia. Jatuary 
h, 2900, our subject again married, this time to Mrs. Naney J., widew of John 
K. King, She was born in Sangamon county, UMlinois. 

In Is political affiliations Mr. Williamson is Republican, We belenwad 
to the Pree State element in the beginning of his career in Kansas und, as the 
isstic Was afterward in the path of Republicanism, he was absorbed with it and 
has found no reason to apologize for his political home. 





WILLIAM Tl. CURT—Le whose nome opens this article bas resided in 
Wilson county for the past twenty years and is a substantial farmer of Neo- 
(esha township. Ile was bort) in Mereee county, Pennsylvania, February 14, 
1840, and isa son of Samuel W. Curt. an Englishinun who came to the United 
States ahout 1830, setwled in the Nevystene stale and there married Harriet 
D. Wooden, a native of Ohio. He spent his brief tile in this country gn the 
farin did cle at forty-seven years wlile his wife lived to be sixty-eight yuars 
ald, Four of their elildren yet survive. 

William H. Curt aeynired a good education in the country sehouls of his 
native state and begay life for himself af the early age of seventeen, when ne 
tame weet to Llinots and engayed in school teuching. [He taught two year's 
and not finding work to his taste he hired out by the month to a farmer and 
was thus employed two seasous. He grew into the occupation gradually and 
permanently and followed it in the state of Ihinois till 188% when he canw to 
Kansas and located in Wilson county, He purchased ninety-cight acres four 
miles northweet of Neodeshu, began its improvement and culbyation at once 
and has sinew added to its area till le owns two hundred and eightven acres, 

Mr. Curk was united in marriage m the month of February, 24, in 1871, 
with Mrs. Elizabeth Hoff, widow of George Hoff, 1 daughter of George and 
Millie Wilson, Millia and Olla Hoff were the issae of Mrs, Cort’s firet mar- 
riage, and by her second anurciage four children have been born, viz: Kate, 
Samuel M., Abbie H.. and Roy W. Politically Mr, Cart is 1 Democrat. 


_— 


JOHN FF. HEMPERLY—A gentlenon who is prominent a6 4 elfizen, 
i farmer and an early settler of Wilson county is the subject of this review. 
Ib was in the vear 1867 that he settled on the publie lands of Newark township, 
Wilson county with only twenty-five dollars between himeelf and serious om- 
larmissinent and with this he set about doing the work of improvement of hos 
elaim which he immediately entered, The history of the strogele and grarhaal 
rise in his cireumstanves for the succeeding thirty-five years is a long one and, 
if tole! in detuil, would present one’s life more fully than is required to meu 
the aime and ends of this work, 

Wood county, Ohio, was the place of Mr, Tlemperly’s birth and it oeenrred 
September 4, 1837. He was a son of Adam and Marjorie (Smith) Hemperty, 
Pennsylvania people, who came into Ohiv at an early day and resided there 
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til 1846 when they romoved to Museatine county, Towa, where they spent the 
eurceeding twenty-two years did then came to Wilson county, Kansas, The 
father was a cooper bat left olf his trade on settling in the west and took wp 
farming. He settled a claiot six miles southwest of Thayer, in Wilson county, 
Where he died in 1884, at the age of eighti-one, while his wife preeeded lia 
i LAGS at fifty-six years ofage. Five children were born to them, vie: Henry 
(., John I. Mary, wow Mrs. Charlee Barnes, of lown; Jennie und Belle, wife 
af Th. Corns, of Lowa, 

Jolin BL Temperly paesed tia youth aud early manhood im Museatinw 
mounty, Lowa. The conunen schoole of the country supplied hin with an 
elication. He lewrned! farming ve le erew up and accepted if as his life ea‘l- 
ing. tle onlisted in September, LsG2, in Company G, 2nd lowa volunteer 
vivalty and saw some of the hard service of the war. He began at Corinth and 
was in the following battles: Tula. Shiloh, siege of Viekshure, Tsland No. 10, 
three days at Westport, Mississippi: Griezon’s cavalry raid te the gulf, fighting 
all the way down and back: was in a town in Mississippi when the Rebels 
swooped down on it and captored all the Cnien men bot four and Mr Hem- 
perly made his escape only by running and dodging bullets, alter they had 
posal bv. tle preferred death to a rebel prison and risked his life on the 
attempt. Tis service was in the field all through. He was never enrolled in a 
hospital because of sickness and was liekily eparel to de his duty in the ranks, 
Tle wae discharged at the close of the war at Davenport, Lewa, and wernt hock to 
his Towa home and the farm, He came to Kansas in the fall of 1867 and be- 
wan the struggle of the pieneer, When he came to the time te pay for and 
paitent his land he was foreel te borrow money at 15 per cent ta dasa. Ut 
Wonold seem that this eworhitant rate of interest was almost confiscatory, fur 
that early tine, but he worked it all owt. coeurring many obligations and met 
them and acenmiutated a tract of four hundved and eighty aeres of land ps 
the net proceeds of his industry and toil, A half section of this he lias set aside 
to two of his children and the cematuder furnishes hin with an exeuse to con- 
Line Jabor during Dis declintig vears, Dis farina is handsomely Goproyed aod 
is vonyeniently arranged Por fooling aul watering stoek—with regular pipe 
lines to his lots—aned the products of his fields are wheat, oats, corn and al- 
falfa. De foods stock and sells frou his fara) two ears annually. 

In the month of December, 1806, Me, Hemperly married Rosella Pattes, 
a native of Museatine, bowa. muda daughter of Ara Pattee. In 1881 his wile 
died leavine two children, vies Zelphia, who first married Hall Ada. deceaged 
now, having w tliomehter, Maina, Mrs, Ada then ivarried Walter TL, Drain and 
has Hazel, Flovd, Grace and Erion, Clifton 1, ie our subject's other ehild, 
He married Frances Graytracks and has Wade. Clay, Lyle and Boby. Me. 
Hemperly j= ex-trensurer of his township. belongs to the Grand Army and :s, 
in politics. a Populist, 

HENRY TL WATLI—A settler of Wilson eomty dating from the vear 
TSUS is Henry TW. Mall, of this notice. Hie first advent lo Kansas orcurred 
in the vear 1884 when he aetthyl in Montgomery county and resided there till 
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the opening of Oklahoma proper when he made the run for a elaim, got one 
aud oceupind it with the intention of making it hie home. A trial of six 
months convinced him that the sountry would not suit him wud he traded bis 
right for lurid in Missouri which he afterwards sold and then came te Wilson 
county, Kansas. Here he rented for a number of years and in 1898 purchased 
a tract of Uiree hundred and fifty-nine acres, alinoet adjoining the townsite 
of Neodeshia. One-lalf of this extensive tract Lies in the Fall river valley and 
is mimensely rich and productive. Grain, stock and alfalfa are the prodyets 
of the farm and the shipping of cattle by our subject is carried on to a limited 
extent. 

Mu. Hall is thovoughly a self-inade inan and the personal architect of Nis 
own oreditable achievements. He started out at the carly age of seventeen 
from Jefferson county, Lidiana. We wae born June 11, 1854, in Ohio, and at the 
age of one year lis parents, Rey, Murtin V. and Salinda (Spore) Hall, moved 
to Jefferson evanty, Indianu, where the father died at fifty-four years old, 
the mother still surviving at the age of seventy years. Our subject was the 
thivd child in a family ef nme and reeeived ao somewhat lunited education tm 
the public schools. As before stated he started life al seventeen by going toe 
Jolinsen county, Indiana, and hiring oul to work ona farm. For seventeen 
yeirs he continned this sort of labor, spending lis fioney about as Taeat as hoe 
made it amd when he was married and really ready to begin life he had just 
thirteen eunts left, Por cight years after lus marriage he continued to work 
for wiges aod until he settle! in Wilson county his life seems to have been 
rather a roving one. 

On the Wth of June, 1878, Mr. Tall married Rebecea Goudwin in Cham- 
pain county, Wiineis, This wife was born in Ripley county, Iidiana, and tz 
a danghter of Jerre and Maria Goodwin who settled in Ripley county, Indiana. 
Seven children constitute the family of Mr. and Mrs. Elall, namely: Osenr, 
Salinda, Alfred, Alval, Joho, Lillie and Samuel. Alfred and Alval are twins 
di) Sarunel died at two veare of age. 

Mr. Hall je a Demoerat and hold membership in the Modern Woodinen 
of America. 


JAMES E. OLANK—Emigration, as commonly accepted, means gory 
west. A stream of humanity las been pouring inte the west from the ¢con- 
westel cast for centuries. fom the landing at “Plymoath Rock" to the sez 
tloment of the Pacific slope und all points along the way have known the 
“omigrant’” during the period of its early history. Kansas has known them 
since IA50 and the region of Wilson eounty since 1860, An important perio 
in the settlement of the latter was during the twenty yeurs suceeeding the 
aboye and it was in this ora that James E. Clark, of thie review, established 
himsel? and became a permanent settler here, 

Our subject was horn in Saint Clair connty, Mlinois, February 13, 1855. 
His father, James Clark. was an immigrant to that eninty in 1844, from the 
slate of Ohio where he was born in 1828, The latter married Ann Whiteside, 
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an Ihnois woman, and in 1871 brought tis family to Wilson county, Kansas. 
Ile purchased @ small farm on Fall viver and was engaged in its sueeessful 
cultivation when he died, in 1887, His wile died in 1880 at the age of forty- 
seven, being the mother of two living children, tamely: Mrs, Ghrist and 
James I, Clark, of this notice. 

The country schools of Ulinois and of Wilson county, Kansas, farnished 
J. KE. Clark with his facilities for education, He wus an a uselal adjunet to 
the parental liousenold till S877 when he wmrried and set wp a home of his 
own. Ue vented up to 1883 when be bought eighty acres on the banks of Fall 
river, now a part of his fertile farm. His prosperty on the eighty enabled him 
ty bay an abjoining one hundred and gne aeres wand his present farmstead is one 
of the rich and desirable pieces of lowland in his county. He has made 4 
grauifying sueeess of wheat and corn growing and his profits Trom thew 
sources, alone, justify tis agricultural efforts. 

February 11, 1877, Mr. Clark married Ella L. Williamson, a daughter of 
William H. Williamson, Three children have come to their home as a result 
uf this wien, viz: Hoy .t., Wuby and Roxy, the youngest being five years old. 
Mrs. Clurk was born im Franklin eounty, Nunsas, in LS(i, 

Mr. Clark is one of the getive partisans of Wilson county. He ts well 
known for his advecaey of Republican doctrines and was cleeted by that parry 
as trustee of his township in 00, He was re-elected the following year, a faet 
whieh justifies the belief that lis tirst term’s werk was most efficient and 
popular. He is prosperous, progressive an expansive and a most desirable 
citizen in his comunity, 


WILLIAM H. GOUCHENOUR—A farmer of Fall River township, Wil- 
som county, well known and of long residence therein is William LL Couchen- 
our, brief notice of whom here follows: He is one of the original settlers of his 
county and the claim which he entered three and a quarter miles west of Bre} 
donia has heen his homestead and abiding place for a third of a century. 

Inquiry reveals the Gouchenusdrs to be of Peonsylvania origin on this 
continent. They belong te what is eonnnenty called “Penneylvania Dutch,” 
aur subject's aneestors fer several generations on lis father’s side being resi- 
dents af the Keystone state, From Penneylvania they dropped south inte 
Virgifua (n the carly part of the nineteenth century and im Page county, thot 
slate, the subject of thie sketch was bern Mareh 2b, 1840. His father was 
Daniel Gouehenour and his mother Elizabeth Elick. Both of these were born 
in Page county, Virginia, where they passe their entire lives engaged in 
farming ot whielb they met with only a fair degree of success. The mother 
died al the early age of thirty-five in 1802, the father at the age of sevyenty-cight 
sume thirty-live vears latey. 

Williain BH. Govehenour was next to the oldest of four children, the others 
bvinw Sarah K.. who was mervied to Daniel Hulman: Vietoria. wife of Wilbur 
Seal. and Daniel, fle remained with his father till he attained lie majority 
noel uequired a fair edtcation m the country schools where he grew up. Un 
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1867 he came weel lo Miasoun bringing only jeans enough with him to ¢arry 
lim back should he conolude to return; but he was taken ill soon after reaching 
that slate: spunt hit money for medical treatment aud was compelled to remain, 
For two veare he worked asa fara Wand and at common labor saving his ewrn- 
ings us bust he ould when iy L869 he came to Wilson counly, Kansas, During 
the early years of bis residence in this county he underwent the weaal experi- 
enees Whieh Tell to the let of the early settlers bearing uicomplainingly his: 
prt of the privations and hardships and performing his share of the Inbors 
expected af all, His start as a Wilson county farmer was made in a very 
niodest way bat, modest as it was, it served for a beginning aud the duties in- 
valved being entered on in a spirit of determination and with a settled purpose 
in View the outcome wits never a nutter of doubt either in Mr. Gouchenour’s 
mind or in the mind of those who knew his purposes und his manner of carry- 
ing them owt, His primitive pateh was gradually extendal and more and 
more gasiuned shape till now his holdings embrace two hundred and eighty 
veres All of whiele lies in the Fall river valley, nearly all ef which is in eulti- 
vation and yields in accordance with the well known productiveness of that 
seetion of the country. 

Hy lis business enterprises Mer. Gouchenour bas seen fit lo interest himsvie 
in nothing aside from his farm aml the matters venseeterdd with it, The sur- 
plus whieh he has made it yield him from year to vear has been Invested in 
improvements on the homestead to the extent ef a ommfortuble residence on a 
stelitly plive and in plain view of the county seat, barns and other permanent 
and substantial strivetures necessary to the convenience and successful handling 
Of hie farming and slock interests. 


Qetaber 14, 1881, Mr Gouchenont married Mory Ellen Palmer, whe came 
fo Kanes with her parents in IST7, She isa daughter of Charles and Rachel 
(Woyrire) Palmer, the former a native of New York and the latter a native 
of Indiana. Mrs, Gouchenowr also being born in Indiana. Mr, Palmer resides 
at Leon, Butler county, Nansas, bis wife having died manw years ago at the 
ave of thirty-five. Their children were Mary Ellen (Mrs, Gouchenonr), Mrs 
Hattie Russell, George and Frank Palmer, Mre. Anna Seott, and Mrs, Lizzie 
Wallace, : 

Me. and Mrs. Gouchenour have six children os follows: Wilham D.. 
John F., Clarence, Karl, Carrie May, Myrtle and Nelbe Waumta, 

(ne of the things that Mr. Gouchenow learned) in Wis youth which was 
te become an important and controlling factor in hie hfe was the value of 
industry. He came inte possession of the knowledye early and the more be 
practiced jt and saw ite rewarde the more he wae convineed that if he ever 
achieved anything to which bis posterity could point with pride it must come 
from this source, aided by veonomy and strict attention to all the details of his 
affairs. ‘his covvietion led tu his determination to fix these habits as o> 
sential parts of his character and hecoming halite they soon came to be second 
uature und the practice of them hae brought him whatever measure of success 
he his attained. It is not the object of this bavk to apportion the early set- 
Hers of Wilson county the honors flowing from their joint labors in the set- 
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Hement and development of the county bul certamly those fainiliar with the 
facts cdo not question his right to be vonsidered of that number entitled tn 
sone distinetion on that aveount, while in his private character and home tl 
ae record has been all that conld be expected of a good vilizen, a husband end 
Mathew. 


EMANUEL lL. WYERS—Emanuel L. Myers, an extensive larmer and 
stoul: dealer and grower tear Fredonia, Wilson county, is a Kansas pioneer 
who caine to the state in 1858—when it wis not yet a state—and has witnessed 
the marvelous ad record-breaking development of owr exeentric yet reliable 
commonwealth, Tt owns the Lath day of April, 1831, that he was born in 
Fayette, Westinercland county, Ponnsylwania. of parents, Michael and Eliza- 
beth (Liehty) Myers, both aative of the Keystone state. The father was a 
Dunkard (German Baptist) preacher for twenty-five years,doing his work all 
through Pennsylyanin and in other stutes vet his hore was on the farm and 
thal was where our subjoeh was brought np. The family ouyed th 1844 to 
Wisconsin where the parents died that year of cholera, the four younpest sons 
tnd daughters being sent back to Pennsylvania, the others going in 1854 to 
lowa. Of their faanily of ten children onky four still five, vis: David, af 
California: kmanuel L.: Jolin, of Nebraska, and Samuel, of Illinois, Marvy, 
wife of Charles Pratl, died in Lyon county, Kansas. 1896. leaving a family, 
Those decunsed being: Wilham, who died in Ponnsylvanin age eighteen years; 
Jacob, who died in the Union army, 82nd Towa, at St. Louis. 1863: Benjamin. 
who died in Lyon county, Baneos, an old soliher: Michnel. who died in Lyon 
eounty, Kansas, an old soldier and Daniel, who died in Pennsylvania in 1202. 

The death of bis parents left our suhjech without the aid amd eomfort of 
# avmpathetic friend aml to sustain himself he wont to work hy the month 
ona farm. When he came weet it was with only a litth: pocket change and 
the clothes on hie back but he braved the gloomy prospeet and entered a piece 
of wovernment land five miles northeast of Emporia, in Lyon county, Kansas. 
Tle wae engaged) with the affaires of hrs homestead when the war of secession 
tame on and he enlisted, the first year, in Company B, 91h Kansas cavalry and 
put in three years chasing “houshwhackers” around over southwest Missouri, 
northern Arkansas and et. where there were many skirmishes and running 
fights during the —years that he was out. On the expiration of his enlistment 
he returned to Lyon county and took up the work of unproving his “claim.” 
In 1865 he visited his old home in Jowa and there met a lady of his youthful 
acquaintanid, Miss Lucy Hess, who wae also there visiting and they were soon 
afterward married, the wedding oecurring on the — of December 1865. Mrs. 
Myers was born in Ashland county. Ohio, and was a danghter of Samuel Hees, 
who married Rhzabeth Vlack. Returning to his furm with his young wife Mr, 
Myere continued to reside in Lyon county till 1847 when he disposed of his 
farm and located’in Wilson county where he took another “claim” on the Osage 
Indian reservation, the nucleus of his present estate of five hundred acres of 
fertile and valuable land. The farm lies on Rainbow creek four miles sonth- 
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west of Fredonia, substantially tmproyed with modest country residence, large 
harn 46xsv fect which houses his grain and stock and ¢very appointment about 
the farm neat and well kept. The record of this achievement of one who reach- 
ed the county with only $25.00 and a team, spent two yeure in the vieinity ef 
Indian camps and survived all the terrors of those and laler evils is seldom 
myualed and rarely surpassed, 

Mor several years after his location in Wilson eaunty Mr. Myers’ base of 
supplivs was many milvs away, He hauled goods from Bansas City, Ottawa 
and Humboldt from whieh points the freighters’ teame for the southweet made 
an interesting earavan wod finished one of the real events of pioneer tines, 

Vow und Mrs. Myers have o family of two eons and two doughters, namely : 
Perry, Clyile, Syria und May. Mr. Myers isa sound Itepublican in his politionl 
views aud is un active worker in the Dunkard ehureh at Fredonia. 


SAMUBL #2 SHUTT—tn the early years of Amoritan colonization dur 
ing the religious troubles in Burepe which sent so many setfilers to the New 
World there oame o enlony of Morayians from Bayaria and Austria Hungary 
and loowted in the wilds of Pennsylvama where they in time established them- 
aclyes and heenme a thrifty, well-to-do community, contributing largely im 
after years to the general citizenship of the state. An offshoot from this 
colony, healed by ¢ inan named Zanzendorl, obtained a grant of land some 
twenty miles square Wing around what is now Salem, Forsyth county North 
Carolina where he established a seeond colony, which prospered as did the first 
and became the maeleus of the settlement of the locality and which, as did the 
other, cuntributed very materially to the weallh and good citizenship of the 
state m (hich ib was located. 

The Kuropean ancestors of Samuel J. Shult reached Ainerican shores as 
parl of this Pennsylvania colony and his greut praud-parenta were of the 
nomber who founded the colony in North Carolina, {Tis grand parents were 
born near Salem and always lived there, being plain, anpretentions people, of 
uverave THoins and intelligenee and of moral up-right character, His father 
was Solomon Shutt boru Jone 30, 1816, and died July. 1880; and his mother, 
hefore marriage, was Saloma Fonlls born July 27, 1516, and died April 26, 
1862. Tn the family to which Samael Shutt belonged there were three sons 
und three daughters, he being the seeond in age and eldest son, The others 
were Martha Louisa, born November 15, 1840+: Anna Liteinda, born December 
5, 1543; James Casper, born May 7, 1845; John Emanuel, born February 22, 
1848; and Phoebe TWazeltine, born January 22, 1861. 

Samuel J. Shutt was bern on the old family homestead near Salem, 
Forsyth county, North Carolina, February 26, 1842. He was reared on his 
father’s farm and reeeived what were averuge educational advantages when he 
was growing up, Ho entered the Confederate army at the age of nineteen, 
enlisting April, 1861, in Company K, 21at North Carolina volonteer infantry 
with which he went into immediate service und took part in some of the most 
stirring scenes of the Civil war. His regiment formed part of “Stonewall” 
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Jackson’s army and for three years he fought mnder that intrepid commander 
and christian soldier. Without attempting te give his military record in full 
mention of these engagements may be made as chief among those in which he 
took part: First and second Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, Drury’s Bluff, 
Fredericksburg December 13, 1861, Rappahonnock, in front of Winchester 
May 25, 1862, Little York and Winehester again May, 1864, where on the 24th 
he was captured. He was taken as a prisoner to Camp Chase, Ohio, and kept 
there nine months when he was paroled and returned home. After an absence 
of sixty days he reported for duty at Rolla, North Carolina, and was detailed to 





SAMUEL J. SHUTT. 


return home investigate and report on all soldiers who had not returned to 
their commands. While on this duty the war ended and he did not rejoin his 
regiment. He served part of the time as a common soldier also orderly ser- 
geant and had been made secon lieutenant just before the surrender but never 
received his commission. 

On returning to civil life Mr. Shutt became a farm hand near his old 
home at a wage of ten dollars a month and was so employed for two years when 
having saved a little from his earnings he coneluded to come west and try his 
fortunes amidst new surroundings. He stopped one year in Johnson county, 
Missouri, where he worked as a farm hand and at day labor, lent out $300 he 
had sayed up; and then in the fall of 1868 came on to Kansas and located, 
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September 2s, where he now lives one-half mile north of the town of Neodesha, 
Wileon county. Ile was then single and made hie home during the winter of 
Laid!) in the family of D. FP. Wade np to February. working in the meantime 
for Wade ond others and making some improvements on the olaim which be 
had taken: the northwest quarter of section 20, township SU, range 16. In Pet- 
rary, 1809, he returned, horse back, ty Missouri to eollect what was due him 
there but after a great deal of annoyance and spending what little spare monty 
he had le failed in the atteropt aml was detrauded out of it by the man to 
whom he had lont it without security; thus came baek enypty banded to Kan- 
a18 In faet he was se completely stranded im Missouri by his failure to get 
what War tlie bim that le was detained Chere sume thirty daye making rails 
to earn money with whieh to pay his way back to Kansas, Doring bis absence 
he had left his coterests lere. we le sapposed, in the hands of a friend but the 
friend, tistead of doing the york on the clatin for Mr, Shutt as he agreed, 
took possession im iis nwa namie and claimed the improverments whieh he bad 
indde for himeclf, ‘This of course led toa controversy and to avoid a law suit 
the matter wae referred and. as te usaal where ever there is a showhog for a 
compromise, the referee divided the elann and Mr. Shutt thus secored only 
eighty acres of his hondred and sisty, Ho neeepted the ruling, however, to 
good faith, settled on the part avsiuned to him, aad began to improve tt. There 
were puriape a half doaen or more settles living in the viemity of Neodesha 
when Mr. Shutt settler there. He reculls the outnes of Dr. MeCartey who had 
been im the eoontry some time ae un Lodinn trader wot hac a trading post 
abont a mile northwest of where Mr. Shutt loeated. and J. B. Neys who lived 
eaeh about turee-fourths of a intle, and D. FL Wade, who enme at the same tine 
Mr, Shutt did and with whom we already stated he lived during the winter of 
LRs-, Vhe sinall store at Verdi run by Cap, Parris fornished settlers eom- 
mon articles of merchandise bot the principal trading was done at Garnett and 
LeRoy. The country settled up rapidly the first year or two after Mr. Shatt 
came anil the money which the nuw arrivals brought and the aetivity incident 
to their budding and the business operutions rendered the problem of securing 
the means of a livlihood fairly eusv of solution, But when the settlers’ money 
was spent und their reserve supplies exaneted, followed by the drouth and 
imeshoppers, then came the test of the metal As is wll known hundreds 
left. the eountry and many who staid would huve gone awey if they had had the 
incans te goon. Whother from choice or necessity Mr. Shutt remained, went 
through the hard tines along with the reat who staid, and finally won out with 
a fnir degree of eucedss. THe does not coneider that hu has done as well as 
many others ner indeed! as well ae he might have had he devoted his thought 
wn energies solely to securing land and accumulating property. But while he 
had it in his mind to do the best for himself in a financial way that he could 
when he came west his chief purpose war to make u home and to secure at 
leaet a reasonable competence for old age. He has done this and ut the same 
time has not sacrificed hie health and strength nor his standing as a inan and 
citizen of the community where he lives. All things considered his career as 
a plain farmer has been fairly well rounded out, and he has no reason to he 


Tal HISTORY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS, 


ashwined of 7 and certainly it has not been of snch striking suecess as to excite 
any imvidious remarks by thase less fortunate, 

On May 5, 1570, Mr. Shutt was united in marriage with Rosanna Dart 
whe had accompanied her parents to this county in the winter of 1869-70. She 
was born in New York state, reared there and in Michigan and wag a young 
womwn when ehe came to Wilson county. Her father wae Jeremiah Dart and 
her mother, hefore marringe, Ellen J. Moetealf. November 12, 188!) Mra. 
Shutt shed leaving two daughters and three sone; Hattie, naw Mrs. J. 2. 
Stanfield, of Idaho; Etta. widew of RL B. Wilson; Joshua, Jotferson ane 
trover, the last four living with thelr father, 

In politics Mr. Shutt has been a life long Democrat and always supporte 
that ticket in National elections but is liberal enough to yote for any gond 
man regardicss of his politics in stale and local alfairs, Haying heen brovel 
uj) ita christian household and to a proper observanee of the preeepts of the 
christian teligion his tofluenee has always been vast in with ehureh work and 
church people and he has endeavored su far as he could to make his life an ae- 
ceptable fulfilment of the Golden Rule. Ite belongs to the Modern Woodnien 
and t¢ an elder in the Christinn chorel. 


WILLIAM 'T. BARNES—A well known citizen, an old soldier and a 
successful farmer of Neodesha township, Wilson county, is Wiliam 'T. Barns, 
of this mention. He came to Kanene from Indiana but isn native of Virginia, 
born in Southanipton county, that state, December 1, 1835, His parents were 
John KK. and Susan (Whitelwad) Pornes. native Virginia people, who loft the 
old state in 1840 and settled in Parke county, Indinna, whenee he morn! 
about 1555 to Polk county, Lowa, aud epent the better part of hie middle mid 
later life iu Lowa, Missouri snd Montana, but died in Terre Hanite, Indiuia, 
in TS68, having survived hie wife come yware. Of their family of six elililren 
only two now survive; the other one being Jacob D, Barnes, of Polk county, 
Indians. The deceased bemy Rebecca, who was married to Charles Lester who 
diml in Lowa; Robert B.. who died in Crawfordsville, Indiana, where his des- 
céndants now live: John L., who died near Terre tloute, Indiana, leaving no 
descendunts. 

William T, Barnes went to Towa with his parents and remained in that 
state G11 1855 when he returned to Indiana and began the battle of life for 
himself by hiring out on a farm, angust 8, 1857, he was united in marviuge 
with Emily J. Lewis and cultivated a rented farm till his enlistmont in the 
army for service in the Civil war. Anguat 6, 1562, he joined Company G, 71st 
Indiana volunteer infantry, and was afterwards transferred to the 6th Th- 
diana cavalry. Tle saw real serview from the start, was in many hard-foueat 
engagements and in killwl and captured the regiment was one of the heayy 
losers of the army. Mr. Barnes wae twice captured, firet at Richmond, Ken- 
tucky, and sesond ly the Confwlerate guerrilla, Morgan, each time being 
juiraled, So severe wae the treatment of thoze captured that out of twenty- 
four who went to prison only six lived to return home. Mr. Barnes was in the 
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battle of Muldrow Hill, Kentnely, with Sherman’s army at Atlanta and re- 
iuroed wilh Seofield and Thomas to Nashyille where they paid their respects 
to Gen, Howl The war over he was discharged at Tuaski, Tennessee, June 17, 
1565, having servealmost three years through the.thickest of the fight, with- 
oi wounds, 

Taking up farming again in Parke county, Indiana, our subject purchased 
an cighty veres of land with the savings fron bis service and resided in that 
state tll coming to Ransas, Fe settled in Wilson eounty December 16, 18382 
where he purchased two lundred and seventy-three aeres of land one mile 
east of Neodesha aud hae since lived. having developed a fine farm now in a 
good state of vultivation and which is competence for his declining years. Ile 
has made his money by the rast of wheat and corn and the substantial ap- 
pearance of his unproyements and the atmosphere of thrift whieh enerreles the 
form) give ample iestimony to this fact. 

Mr, Barnes murried a daughter of Isaac and Margaret Lewis. She wus 
hort in Parke county, Indiana, and was one of a large Tinily of children and 
Was reared in her native commty in her father’s family. She and Mr, Barnes 
are the parents of six children, viz: Sarah M., wife of Chas. Steeker; John. 
Tsaae of Neodesha in the Frisco rounh house; Margaret C., wife of George 
Toony. of Neosho county; Fred. » clerk of Neodesha ; Charles C., with the 
family home; and Rosella, wile of Ttohert Moulton, of Wilson county. 

In his political beliel’s and inelinations Mr. Barnes is Republican. Tle 
fought three years for principles which thet party espouse and finally gave 
wifect to im law, and he hus ¢ome down through the years with the historic or- 
sunizution, believing it to he the true friend of American institutions and em- 
hodving the correct prineiples of n Repuhliean form of government. 





MRS. MARY E, WHITESIDE—The subjeot of this notiee is one of the 
heroines of carly settlement in Wilson county, Nanans. She came to the eounry 
with her liishand in the pioneer days of 1860 and settled at New Albany from 
which point her husband freighted goods to and from the distant markets of 
Kansas City, Soon, however, the latter purchased the “claim” of a settler five 
miles northwest of Neodesha (whieh wae then an Tndian camp) and began 
at onee the worl of tilling the oil and developing a home, He remained a 
citizen of this community thence forward to his death and became one of the 
substantial and influential men of the eounty, 

Mrs. Whiteside was born in Montgomery county, Hlinois, Oetober 24, 
1844. Hor father, Richard Blackford. was a Virginian and was married in 
Intinna to Tabitha Vickers. a untive of Ohio, The parents settlect in Indiana 
when young and after marriage moved to Montgomery county, [hnots, where 
the father diel November 11, 1857. at fifty-seven vears of age. Hie wife sur- 
vived until 1871 when she died wt fifty-three years, They wore the parents of 
ten children of which our subject is the fifth. She grew up in TMlinois and was 
married on the 7th of August. 1862, to Samuel Whiteside, who was born at 
Belleville, (hat state, Jannary 16, 1842, Wer hushand was a son of Greenzetl 


> 
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and Celia Whiteside, mention of whom is made ip this yoltame, fle was a 
farmer hoy in youth and aquired bis education in the pablie sehoole uf his day. 
The first four years of Wis married life he gained on the world to the extent 
Of wagon and teaor avd with ib and a small amunnt of cash he drove through 
to Kansas in the apring of 1860, During the first few years of his occupation 
ot his *elaim” he supplemented the earnmys of the farm by huuling goods for 
the merchants neat by, ‘Che seareity of finn prodnets made the necessities 
af life high a Kans and with four at 412 a barrel and aeat bevond the 
reach of the pou (¢ will be seen that the dable of the average pioneer did nat 
“groin wnder the weight of the viande,”The meat problem was somewhat solyud 
by the abundance of game mid fish in the country, but even venison and wild 
turkey grew stale wilt frequent use and Lhe only article of diet whieh stood 
the test of hard times wae the old reliable corn bread whieh occasionally gave 
Wis lo a mess of Sunday ibseuit. When our subject first settled in Kansas the 
milling for the neighborhood was done at Liwrenve, and later at ILomboldt, 
and when a mill was ereeled on the banks of the Verdigris it seemed! handy and 
luxurious indeed. When the sod of the first turning was well rotted, and the 
seasons came noryal the rich bottom land af the Whitesides brought forth 
Fruits of industey with profusion and abundance, The growing of stock was 
engaged in and gradually the fow cows erew into a “hunol of cattle” and the 
lanely pire multiplied into pens of hogs he profits of the variod lines of 
Mr. Whiteside’s industries were spent in land and when he died, March 1%, 
1898, his estate numbered eight hindved qeres. Fow farmers sueceed better 
than he and few men were more worthy of suecess. He possessed not only re- 
warkablo industry, but great onerey and the faculty of adapting himself to cir- | 
cumatanoes so that everything was turned to good aecount. The credit for a 
reasonable portion of his sueerss belongs to his wife, the subjeet of this men- 
tion. She roalixed the full force of industry as much ae her hueband and the 
wise coonomy of the home lightened the strain on the purse-strings of the 
family. She was loft a widow with four sons and a daughter to comfort and 
encourage her to be her stoy in the deeline of life. The children are Appie, 
wife of William Hayden; Fronk B.. George A., Elmer J.. and Raymond T, 


RICHARD M, TONES—Eis-Register of Deods Richard M. Jones, of 
Neodesha, is oue of the well known men and snecesstul farmers of Wilson 
eauaty where he Rds resided sinve 1870. He was a settler from Illinois but is 
it native of the east, being born in Geneseo county, New York, March 11, 1842. 
His futher. Robert TW, Jones, was an Bnglishman and bis mother, Cynthia L. 
Langworthy, was a native of New York state. The father was by trade a 
carpenter, was born i 1808, came ta America when a boy and died in 1850. 
His widow ¢urvives him at the age of eighty-four and resides at South Haven, 
Michigan, where three of her four surviving children also reside. 

Richard M. Jones was the oldest child of his parents and wae fairly edu- 
cated in the schools common to his time. He learned the butchers trade and 
waa engaged in it when the war of the rebellion came on. He threw his servicws 
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Jnto the cause by enlisting in Company B, 8th New York cavalry in 1861. He 
suw the shedding of blood on many battlefields and he was in many of the 
great engagements fought and won by the Union forces during the four years 
war. (rettysburg, Antietam, Chaneellorsville and finally Appomattox, where 
the Contecderaey ceew its last breath. were chief wmony the battles our subject 
helped to win. His was the only organized resent which cut iteell: oat of 
Harper's Perry the night before the sirrvemder, He was on the grand review 
at Washington and was mnetered ont of the service on the Sth of July, 1808. 
The sth New York is one of the regiment represented at Gettysburg with a 
Thominent in honor of ite olfieers pnd privates who fell in defense of the flag 
on the first threw days of that decieive battle. 

The first three years alter the war Mr. Jone passed in New York state hut 
in JKGS he moved to Clinton, De Witt county, Hlinois, where he took up tits 
trade anil proseented it till] IST when he made his second and final move to 
Kansas, settling in Neadesha and again opening a butcher shap, For nine 
years hw continued to serve the public from the “hleck” and then retired, turn- 
nig his attention te other affairs, Ty 1880 he was engaged with a ¢ivil en- 
rineering corps of the St, Louie and San Franeisen Railroad company doing 
preliminary and other work peeessary to the construction of the line of that 
road through Kansas. Ile was cinployed by this company fora season of two 
years and then purchased a farm of one bundred and siety geres two miles 
weet of Neodesha where he did wid is dome the work of a successful farmer 
of Wilton county, Fis is one of Lhe alleaetive places of the community with 
Handsome residence and offer buildings to correspond approached up a gravel 
drnive-way from the main road, He has a fine bearing orchard of standae 
fruits and his maintained himself progressive in all maflers alfecting his av 
the community's welfare, 

In a political way our subject has been one of the active Republicans of 
Wilson county. He got into politics early while a resident of Neodesha City, 
boing three times elected to the eity council, These frequent elections oceurie'] 
in Ve years IN71-2 and L875, and om L874 he was chosen chief magistrate of the 
city, Tn the mayor's office he displayed ability and diseretion in the mannge- 
nent of the city’s affairs and retired Tron the office with the eonfidenee of his 
oonstifuency. In 1888 the Republicans nominated tim for eounty recorder anid 
he was elected and. two years liter. le was reelected and retired from the 
office with Tour vears of its sucoesehil conduct te his credit, Tn the spring ef 
18903 he resumed the active conduct of his farm. 


Jaminary 9, 1867. Mr Jones was united in marriage in Monroe county, 
New York, with Catherine A. Tullar, a ative of that county, hera June 1, 
1846. and a daughter of Tlarry aod Catharine Tullar, both of whom were 
mitives of Massachusetts where their ancestors in the early Colonial days and 
whence Mra. Jones’ grand parents migrated and heeame carly settlers of Mon- 
roe county, New York, 

Mr. andl Mrs. Jones have no children, 

Mr. Jones ie a Bloe Lodge Mason, Roval Arch and Kmght Templar. He 
and hie wife are charter members of the Order of Egstern Star of which order 
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Mors. Jones was the first matron, ALy. Jones is a charter member of Hamphrey 
post, G, A. a. No, 145, departinent of Nansus, Neodesha, and was chose 
eolonel of the district regiment of seven posts in 1895 and has heen commander 
of Humphrey post. 


ANDEEW FL SQUITRES—One of the extensive farmers and cattle raters 
of Wilson county is A, FP. Squires of thie notice, He came to the county w 
it roquired men of nerve and ivon to stay and he has witnessed the passing of 
the frontier and the udyaneing tread of civilization, It is thirty-four years 
since he identified Jiimself with the pioneers of Neodesha township, an era 
filled with events and incidents which give lustre Wo the pages of unwritten. his- 
tory hervaboit. 

Born in Durell township, Bradford connty, Penneylyania, on the 4th of 
Novernber, 1890, Mr. Squires is a son of George W. and Kilen M, (Bixby) 
Squires, the father o native of the stute of Connectieut and the mother of 
Pennevlvania. The fatovr left Couneetient. with his parents when a small 
bov and the journey (0 Pennsylvania was made in a two-wheeled eart with 
4olul wheels sawed off the end of a log and made to fit and fasten on the 
wooden axlo with wooden pegs. This was in the days of prinitive things and 
many of the men who so tramped the distance from New England to wand werose 
the mountains of the Keystone etate laid the foundation of a civilization that 
has given us much of the hone anc sinew of our nation. George W. Squires 
lwrnod the trade of 6 blacksmith and made it the occupation of his life. In 
the apring of 1845 he tool his second trip westward and located with his fantily 
im Millidgeville, Carrall county, Tlimois, where miefortune overtook him and 
the satisfaction of his debts took all af his property. He determined to ga to 
the Tacitic const, and if possible, recover his lost prestige where money was 
plentiful and large wages were paid. His wife and three children returned to 
their old home in Pennsylyamta while the father was so far away and in two 
vears were joined by the latter who had acenmulated enough to purchase on 
acre of ground on the North Branch canal of Pennsylvania, where he built 
a small tavern and, with suecess in the business of tavern-keeping, erected 4 
large house and kept a feed stable and wagon yard in connection, There thie 
jurents lived and labored for eight year amd in an hour their savings lay im 
ashes at their feet, The west again beckoned to the father and in 1868 he 
brought his family to Kansas where he purchased, in Wilson county, eighty 
aeres of school land, four piles southwest of Neodesha. Here the parents lived 
and finished the work of their lives, the mother dying July 14, 1878, and the 
father on the LOth of April, 1881; the former at fifty-two and the latter at 
lifty-six vears of age. Five children were born to this worthy couple, as fol- 
lows: Smith B.. now sheriff of Montgomery county, Kansas; Andrew F., of 
this review: Matilda, deceased wife of W. EB. Phillips; Elizabeth, deceased wife 
of DeKalb West, and Adelaide. 

Andrew F. Squires grew to maturity in Penisylyania and his education 
was somewhat neglected. Te was placed on the tow-path at muledriving as 
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soon us le was large enough to follow them np and earry a whip. He remain- 
alin this employment tll bis father started a bar in the tavern when he was 
put behind that and there dealt out liquors to the traveling public Gil he was 
eighteen yoars of age. To use bis own words: “That ie where I got my edu- 
cttion.” Notwithstanding lis associations and the daily temptations thrown 
in his way he never tastes tubaceo nor whiskey While thus employed or sinee. 
Ile aveompanied his parents to Nansus, instead of temaining in his mative state 
at at salary of #450,00 per Taonth, us Lar-lender, nd helped his father make a 
home i the land of the Red Men and the home of the wild beust. On the 12th 
of October, 1879, he was marriod to Mary Kh. Vandaveer, a sister of David Van- 
(iveur inenlioned in another place in this vohume. 

At the time our subject was marvin! he had assumed an indebtulness ‘nh 
the purchase of his father’s fari and for a threshing outfit and corn shell, 
With the inuehinery he workud his imeumbeances all out and started himself in 
stock. Ue raised catile and wradoally engaged in the busmees of handling and 
deiling in stock, having for his fiell of operations all the southern part of 
Kittisas where he ie widely und foverably known For eight years he was con- 
stantly in the aaddle and the atock that passed lus hands placed him in the 
position of one of the large dealers in Wilsem eounty. While be ia still a 
promiment faetor ut the business he bad eurtailed his investments in this line 
anid is aw fewlioge aud macketing about ane hinedred head per annum. While 
Ins prosperity showed iteell in the extent of his stock dealing it also was mani- 
fest in the inereaaed acreaye of his farm. Irom oizhty aeres in 187) 1a spread 
oul ow a space comprising nine hundred and sixty ueres nearly one-half of 
whieh os smooth valley land and the remainder paeture, The estate 15 im- 
proved im keeping with the progressive tendoney of its owner, with commodioue 
residenm and Hag-walked lawn, large barn, anc feed lots protected by oak 
nndergrowth and the high bluff on the nerth. 

Notwithstanding Mr, Squires seems to baye had private matters sufficient 
to ceeutpy all of his time he has toaintained an interest in public matters also. 
Tle has been one of the active Republicans of his township and at the last 
cleclion was chosen trustee of the same, 

Three children comprise the family of Me. and Mrs, Sees, vias Charles 
Loran, a teacher and a graduate of the Fort Scott Business college; Mabel, 
whose preparation for teaching oecurved in the Fort Scott normal and in the 
Kansas State Normal; and Mildred. 

We are foreably iinpressed, by the perusal of this life, with the possibilities 
for the energetic and industrious young men of the west, Every success can 
he duplicated and every achievement paralleled and im the life of Mr. Squires 
fhe two extremes of poverty and affluence are presented in such vivid contrast 
us to elimulate effort and to encourage posterity to perpetual activity, 


DAVID A. VANDAVEER—We present, in this article a brief reference 
(u the lite work and personal experiences of one of the leading stock men and 
farmers of Neodesha townehip, Wilson county. He is a representative of the 
early settlers of the state and has passed nearly o third of a eemtury in Wilson 
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county, Coming into the state as he did ot the age of sixteen years, his suc- 
cesses have all been achieved herein and the range of his personal experience 
has coyered the great and importane era ot its development, 

In origin Mr. Vandayeer comes of southern stock, He was born in Put- 
nam county. Indiana, February 4, 1840, and is a son of Madison Vandaveer. 
a Kentuckian, who weot into Indiana with his parents when very young, His 
mother was a native of North Carolina—Rachel Bowers by naime—and was 
married to Madison Vandayeer in Indiana where she was reared, Onur enl- 
ject’s father was a farmer and in 1804 he enlisted in the army for serviee the 
remainder of the civil war and the next year after its close ho came to Kansas 
and stopped temporarily in Douglass county. His first location was near 
Neosho Falls, in Woodson county, where he resided till 1871 when he came 
own intu Wilson eoonty and bought a elainv on a quarter section af land near 
Neodesha whieh he lived on Hil) December, 1883, when he died at the age of 
fifty-seven years. bis wile awrviving hin until sixty-seven years old and dying 
in dinuary, 98. Five of their nme children. still survive, namely, David A. ; 
Mrs. Luey Inge: Mre. Mary = Squires; Mra, Arena (Quinn; 
and Mrs. Belle Cole, of Oklahoma. Those deceased are William F.; John 0. ; 
Charles A., and Sarah C., wife of John Briscoe, all of whom died int Wilson 
vounty, wand all of whom exeept Mrs. Briseoe died warnarricdd, 

David A. Vandaveer lived with his parents and aided im the tn proyenient 
of the family homestead till he was twenty-two vears old, At this age he eom- 
tuuinded wages for lis elforts and farmed also for liinsell ag a tenant and thus 
acqoired slowly the substantial assets with which he began life when married, 
On September 14. 1873. he married Cordelia Mitchell, a natrye of Tllinois, who 
cate to Wansas with her pareits, Georgy and Sarah Mitehell, in 1869, and 
stopped nuar Buffalo from where they moved, a year later, to the vieinity of 
Neodeslhin. 


The story of his rise to independenee is the story told by hundreds of 
worthy poor whe battled with the elements and against fate in the early years 
of the history of Wilson county. Two hundred and fifty-one acres of rich 
bottom land one mile west of Neodesha, in the tinanediate center of the oil belt 
recently proven, represents his accomplishment, in a measure, since the day of 
his first wedding nearly thirty year= ago. 

Mrs. Vandaveer died in 1876 leaving two children, George and Stella, the 
latter the wife of Henry Beaman, In 1882 Mr. Vandayeer married Sarah 
Matthews who came to Kansas in 1875 and who is a daughter of David and 
Hannah Matthews. Nine children laye been the issue of this union, the eldest 
of whom, Roseoo F., died at the ave of 17, those living bemg Jeaso R. May, 
Charles A., Nellie, Fay. Walter R., Belle and Dayid M- 

Mr. Vandaveer is # Republican and a Blne Lodge and Chapter Mason. 
For his social quulities he is respected und esteemed thronghont the cirele of 
lis acquaintance and among hie business associntes he is held in especial favor. 
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Mis, LUCY L. MOULTON—Well known among the firet settlers of 
Fall River and Verligris valleys is the lady whose name introdnees this article. 
She has resided in Wilson county since 1867 when, in eampany with her Jute 
hushind, she drove inte the grassy and fortile valley of Fall viver and became 
a pwrmenent settler of the weet. 

Like many of the best settlers of Kansas Mrs, Moulton came from Tlinois 
where she resided with her purents from 1857 to (he date of her marriage. She 
was a canghter of Demminy Sackett and Emily D. Bacon, born in Ohie and jn 
Vochester, New York, respectively, The parents were married in Ohio and 
while residing in Illinois the mother died at thirty-aeven yeare of ages The 
father came to Wilson county, Kanewe, in 1868, and lived here till his death 
which occurred al the home of Mrs, Moulton in 1800 at fifty-five years of age. 
Two children werw born to thie venerable parent, the one beside Mrs. Moulton 
being Horace N, Sackert, of southern Tlineis. 

Ocloher 4, 1860. Mrs. Moulton was married te Edward T. Moulton, a na- 
liye of Ilinois, born in McLean wounty, July 27, 1840. Mr. Moulton grew to 
manhood on the farm and recetved his education in the district schools. He 
quit the farm when the rebellion broke ont and in Pune, 1802, enrolled in Com- 
patty G, 11st Mlinoie infantry, w sergeant of the company, Hie regiment 
formed » part of Grant's forces operating along the Mississippi river and help- 
ud to complete that eampayen in tho capture of Vioksburg, July 4, 1863. Fol- 
lowinyr thie work it wake gent cast where if finally became a part of Sherman's 
wemy in the reduetion of Atlanta, Georgia, and went on the famous mareh to 
the seu. Mr, Moulton accompanied the regiment in all its service and was 
wounded in the cheat and long by a minnie ball, which wound never efFeatually 
healed andl was the prime cause of his death many years afterward. He wis 
dikchsreed from the service June, 1865, retorned home, married the next year 
and the year following came to Kansas os a home seeker and a homy builder. 
His original entry of the pobhe domain he stld in P8085 and purehased o. 
“claim near Buffalo, in Clifton township, hint sold it within a year and retiurn- 
om south to the Verdigrie river where he purchased the right of an original 
settler, patented the land and ever afterward made it his home. His success 
as a farmer enabled him to add to the area of his farm till it comprised, at lie 
‘leath, two hundred and forty aeres of the choice land of the river bottom. The 
shanty of the early days occupied! a site near the river bank but the modern 
residence of later and more prosperous times was erected an an eminence back 
from the viver where ample natural and artificial shelter for the stuck is wlac 
provided, The craps of wheat, comm an! alfalfa and the stock of cattle and 
hogs whieh he raised and to which he led his grain were the sources of the 
ineome of the farm and they brought our subjects from a condition of com- 
miratiye poverty to one of case and independence and comfort. 

The hardships of the early settlers are well known to Mrs. Moulton. Only 
those who settled on the frontier amongst the Indians and actually passed 
through the experiences from 1967 to 1875 in Kaneas realize the anxieties and 
worries and physical inconveniences that were encountered and endured. None 
but the bravest stayed and their bravery was, perhaps, induced by the lack of 
hetter opportunities elsewhere, 
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Mr. Moulton was one of the first amen of his township and county. The 
contidence of the public was reposed in him to 2 marked degree and this con- 
fidenoe Was emphasized when le was twice elected’ a member of the hoard of 
eonnty comimnissioners, He died in the harness, as it were, on the 22nd of Feb- 
ruary, 1809, with the rieh levacy ofan honored name left behind. His children 
wery four in nomber, as follows. Walter E., who married Anna Hames and 
has a son. Frank; Lanra F., who died September 26, 1893, at twenty years vf 
ave; Robert D., who is married to Rosella Karnes and has two children, Wil- 
lint 18, and Lens Le; Emily A. wife of A. TL Wilson, of Neodesha, has a 
child. Ala. 


OEORGHE W, 'TETER—One of the most striking things in the history of 
the American vontlinent is the rarvelons manner of its settlement. When 
is remenmbered that less than three centuris age there was not a representative 
of the English-speaking race mm all the broad expange of territory now embraced 
in the United States, the spread of the arts and industries of civilivation in this 
Besrasili./bxerea 
region wider Anglo-Saxon siidauce really boconies one of the marvels of the 
age. It speaks volumes for Lhe character of the people who have been identitied 
with the movement and assures to the Ameritan pioneers a permanent place in 
history even through na ether rewerd af the trinmphs of thet genius be made. 
A nian has ample reaaen fo be proud who can trace his ancestry in American 
history buck through a long line of early settled families and the possession of 
such a record is one of the richwst legneies he wan lowve to his posterity. 

The subject of this sketeh isan American of the old pioneer line, so long 
have lus people lived wand pioneered in this countey that thoir European origin 
has heen forgotten. Lb ie probable that lis mare remote American antecedents 
werd among the firet settlers in the Vireima eolony us tt was there that his 
parents and erandpurents were born, and family tradition bus it that the first 
af the name settled there George W. Teter’s father wae Solomon Teter and 
his mother’s maiden name was Diademia Aikmon, the mother born March 
2], 1786, the father a year or two earlier, the exact date not remembered. The 
fathor cied June 12, 1851, a short time after bis marriage being survived many 
years by his widow who died in 1808. Solomon Teter waa the eldest son of 
George Teter and Mary Everman, and both the Tefers and Evermans were early 
settlers in Tlinois as were also the Gadglevs with whom the Teters were con- 
nected by intermarriage, Anthony Badelev, the maternal great-grandfather 
of ouy subject and his brother David Badgley moying to the THinois couniry 
shortly after the close of the American revolution and while that conntry was 
yet French territory. Mr. Teter’s ancestors crossed the Alleghany Mountains 
on foot and with trains of pack-horses from Virginia and striking the head- 
waters of the Kenawa river constructed flat-boats by means of which they de- 
scended the Olio ta its confluence with the Mississippi and ascending that 
streain settled at Kaskaskia, the olf French capital, m 179%, They snbse- 
(mently amoved to the vicinity of Bellfontaine and Bellville where with the 
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Lemons, Hymonds, Rettinghauses and Wilderman’s they became the first set- 
tlers of that section of Illinois and where their numerous descendants still 
live. Anthony Badgley was a revolutionary soldier and received a large tract 
of land in what is now Saint Clair county, Illinois as a headright on which he 
settled and lived many years. David Badgley, lis brother, was the first Baptist 
preacher in western Illinois, preaching to the seattered settlements up and 
down the Mississippi river and far to the interior of the Illinois country. 
George W. Teter, with whom this article is more immediately concerned, 
was bornin Saint Clair county, Illinois, July 12, 1830, and was the only-child 





GEORGE W. TETER. 


of his parents. He was reared in his native county in the schools of which he 
received the rudiments of a common Mnglish education, On March 11, 1852, 
he married Laura J. Steele then of that county, but who was born in Kentucky, 
a daughter of John and Sarah (Powell) Steele, who migrated from Kentucky 
to Missouri about 1838 moying a year or two later to Iinois where they both 
died, 

Mr. Teter and his wife settled on a farm in Saint Clair county, Ilinois, 
after their marriage, and resided there till 1870 when they came to Kansas and 
took up their residence in the Fall river yalley, Wilson county, where they have 
since lived, They are numbered among the old settlers of that valley and Mr. 
Teter is known throughout Wilson county as one of the well-to-do farmers and 
highly respected citizens of the same. Te has given his attention almost ex- 
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elusively to farming and stock-eaising but has tno general way and according 
to the mmenaure of a good citizen contributed to the advancement of the commu- 
nity where he lives. Te hus Alled all of the offiees in his township and served 
one term as eounty commissioner (1SS¥%1) ond wherever called on to act, 
whether in a public or private capacity, he has discharged his duty with a 
conscientious regard to his obligation as a jan and citizen and without fear 
or favor, Ln pwlities he is independent, giving his support te men and meas 
ures, rowuridless of party names or platforin deelamations, 

To Mr. and Mrs. Teter six children have been barn, James S., Sarah, wile 
af Leonard Toepter: Mary, who was married to James Munson, and is mow 
decease: William W.. wha died Janiiary 8, 1880, aged twenty-three; Char- 
lotte AL. ancl (eorge W.. who died Aupust §, IS72, aged seven. 





Mits. RACHEL BE. HORKRS—the person whose name introduces this 
article ix one of the pioneers of Wilson cownty. She was born in Jackson 
wounty, Lines, on the Lath of August, 181, and was a danghter of George 
and Nancy d. (Craige) Shannon, the former of Pennsylvania and the latter 
of Illinois birth Mr. Shannen grew up in his native etate and learned the 
carpenter trade there. He came west to Illinois as a young man and there 
inarried, In 1803 he continued jis journey westward and reached the Ver- 
digvia river in Wileon county before he nade a permanent stop. He took a 
clain on that stream, but setd it before he deeded it and then entered another 
tract whieh he deeded from the government, The country around Coyville was 
then certainly in a most primitive condition, Indians were all about, settlers 
were searce and Coyville was Gnismed and was only a small trading place with 
a single store kept by Mr, Coy, The gradual settling up ot the country afforded 
Mr, Shannon ample opportunity te ply lis trade as a carpenter industnously 
and profitably, and he did so, as well as to inprove his farm, He survived 
Lill September, 1875, dying at the age of forty-seven years. He was one of the 
real characters of Verdigris township, filled several of its minor offices and 
passed, away respected as one of the border landmarks of his day, His wife 
passed away soni years in advance of hinisell, dying at the age of thirty-two 
in 1873. Mr. Shanon and his wile were members of the Methodist church. 
Their three children were Frank, of Syracuse, Kansas; Edward, of Chanute, 
and Rachel BK. (Mrs. Tobhes,) 

Mre. Rachel (Shannon) Hobbs was left an orphan at the tender age of 
twelve years. She made her home with her anele in Elite county, Kansas, but 
supported herself by “working out” ly the week until about the time she was 
married, That event oveurred on the 28th uf November, 1878, and her hus- 
band was the late James M. White. ‘The latter was a native of Indiana. came to 
Tunsas in 1875 and located in Elk county, where he took up government land. 
For two years after their marriage Mr, and Mrs, White lived on the claim and 
then sold it and same to Wilson county. Mr, White purchased a quarter section 
of fine bottom land three miles southeast of Coyville where he erected a com- 
modious farm residence, large barn and other desirable improvements. He 
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afterward bought ninety aeres of pasture land making a farm of two hundred 
and fifty acres and one of the most desirable in the. township. December 5, 
1891, Mr. White died at the age of forty-six, leaving his widow with four smail 
children, viz., Melissa, Della, Marion and Gladys. “These children have grown 
to be useful and reliable aids to their mother in the operation of the farm and 
especially Marion who, though yet a youth, takes the lead in matters pertaining 
to its active management. 

Mr, White belonged to the Masonic order holding a membership in the 
lodge at Coyville. He always took great interest in the order and in a great 
measure made its principles his religion. He was distinguished in the com- 
munity where he lived for his industrious habits, his thorough-gomg business 
ways and his moral, up-right life. No one was quicker to respond to the calls 





JAMES M. WHITE. 


of need, more sympathetic to those in distress or more kind and indulgent to 
his own family than he was. He was faithful in the performance of his prom- 
ises and met his obligations as a citizen in every way bee oming a man, 

In 1899 Mrs. Hobbs was married to her present husband, John Hobbs, 
who has resided in Kansas since L&G69. 

Mrs. Hobbs’ brief life spans an important era in the history of Wilson 
county, Her memory reaches from the native inhabitants of its undulating 
prairies down through the period of settlement and general improvement. to 
the present, where well improved homes are dotting the landscape and intelli- 
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gent citizenship has taken the place of semi-savave Indians and the vulgar 
rowdyism of (he early time. She is an honored exponent of that primitive day 
id her children are heirs to the richest of all legacies, a good and honored 
Hane, 


ee 


OSCAR S, HOPPING—A worthy and representative eitizen of Newark 
towuship, Wilson county, is the native Kansan, Ovcar S. Hopping, of this 
review, Ue was born in Linn county, this atute, August 30, 1862, and at thir- 
leun yenrs of age he serompanied Iie parents to Wilson county and settled on 
the aru: where he hus sinee maintained his hame. 

Osear S. Hopping is a sou ol Joseph Topping and Jane (Shields) Hop- 
ping, native [Linois people, who eturted weet soon after their marriage and the 
warly days of 1855 found him residing ona new farm in Douglass county, Kan- 
sas, He was located within one mile al Lawrence, knew many of the leaders of 
the Pree State people and was on intimate terins with John Brown whom he 
aided on many oceasions in carrying out little enterprises caleulated to forward 
the cause for whirh the old enthusiast died. The light from the burning of 
Lawrence by Quantrell’s wuerritlis was plainly in sight from hie cabm and he 
hastened to the suffering town and rendered what aid he could to the wounded 
and dying alter the sacking of the place. My. Hopping lived in Linn county 
uring the civil war and enlisted from there in Company G, 9th Kansas, and 
server during the war He praesed his last years in Wilson eounty, dying at the 
uge of tiity-seven while his wife survived to sixty-six years of age. Their 
wght children were John W., Lovinda RL, wife of Owen Turner, of Douglas 
county, Kansas; Oliver P., of Oklahoma; Oscar 8.3 Joseph, of Oklahoma; and 
Jennie, wile of Moses Likes, of Guthrie, Oklahoma. 

Osear S. Hopping passed his vouth nnder the parental roof im Wilson 
county and attended the enuntry schools. He was married on the 26th of 
July, 188%, his wife being Susan Yates, a native of Pottawatomte county, Lowa, 
and a daughter of A, W. and Sarah (Thorpe) Yotes, who came ta Wilson 
county mis70. Mr, Hopping hegan farming for himself with the most meager 
resources, His efforts during lis eareor have brought the ownership of two 
hundred and seventeen vores of land, substantially improved and well stocked 
with cattle, 

Three children compose the family of Mr. and Mrs. Hopping, namely, 
Pearl, Jessie, and Joseph. Mr. Hopping has filled the office of justice of the 
peace—now serving his séeond term—and is one of the influential young Dem- 
ocrats of his township. 


STEPHEN M. SINGLETON—The subjeet of this review is a represent- 
ative of one of the early families of Wilson county and for years has been a 
wrominent farmer and stock dealer on the Verdigris river. He was born in 
an Buren county. Iowa, December 28, 1848, and is a son of Henry and Phena 
(Manfull) Singleton, both parents native of Hogland. The father came to the 
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United States about 1840 and settled in Vanburen county, Iowa, where he en- 
gageil in farming and dealing in stock and! where he died abont 1859 at 
ahont forty years of nge, The father was a success in his business affairs and 
necumiluted some four hundred aeres of land in the fertile. reliable state of 
lowu. 

Stephen Mc Singleton is one of wine children in his parents’ family, fonr 
of whom are living, namely, Adolphus, of Woodson county, Kansas; Thomas 
C., hunker, merchant and leading citizen of Fredonia; Phena, who married 
Edward Hadlock, and Stephen M. 'lhose deevased are Rebecca, Mary, Louisa, 
Honry and Harriet, Ow subject attended the country achools and wae only 
a achonl boy when his father died, When he became able to provide for him- 
self it was asa farmer that he began life. He eame lo Wilson county, Kaneas, 
in Mireh, 1865, where, a few years later, he entered a tract of the public lands 
which formed the pueleus of his large and valuable estate. Pariniog and 
mising and dealing in eattle have employed him for thirty years and, in part- 
nership with his brother. Thomas C., he owne fourteen hundred acres of choice 
Jond—uplard and bottom—-on the Verdipris river. , 

April 8, 1881, Me. Singleton married Laure Smith, a native of Kentucky 
mid o daughter of Dr. N. Smith, whose wisew resides with her daughter, Mrs. 
Singleton, at the aye of seventy-six years. Six children have been born of this 
Hiarriage, as Tollows, Fay 5., wife of L. A. Sprague, of Wilson county; Burr, 
Rex, Harry, Erma, and Jean. 

Mr. Singleton is a Blue Lodge Chapter and Commandery Mason, and in 
polities ts a Democrat. 


KLZK M, COOPRR—The young farmer and stoek dealer whose nane 
introdiwes this ceview is a resident of Wilson county and has heen a citizen 
of the sane county sincd 1888, which year he left his native state and cast 
hit fortunes with the weet. Te was born in Potuam county, Indiana, June 
Th, 1855, and is o son of George A. and Margaret (Thomas) Cooper, the 
father a native of Kentueky and the mother of Tndiana. Mr. Cooper carne to 
Indiana with his parents at the age of three yeare and (lied in Potuam county 
in 188 at the age of seventy-two. Ois wife, who was the mother of thirteen 
chiltren, is a resident of Greencustle, Indiana, aud is aged sixty-seven years, 

Elze M. Cooper was the fourth child of his parents and was reared upon 
® Putnam county farm. He received a common school education and made his 
home with his parents till he was twenty-four years old Upon his arrival in 
Kunsas he stopped near Altoona, where he purchased o farm, made a payment 
on it and paid out the remainder of the purchase money in mstallments in 
live years and still owns the farm of two luundred and thirty-five aeres. In 
1896 he bought one hundyed and fifty-five acres one mile north of Neodesha, 
river bottom and in the gas and oil belt of the county, 

Mr. Cooper wae married Deeombar 21, 1886, his wife being Ellen L, Ditto, 
a native of lowa, Johnson county, and who came to Kansas with her parents in 
1881. She isa daughter of John Ditto, a native horn German who imigrated 
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to this country when young and married th lowa, Hudora Springmvre. He 
was accidentally killed by the falling of a tree in 1890, at fifty-two years of age, 
while his wife died in 1896 at the ugu of fifty-one, Four children compose the 
houseliold of Mr. and Mes, Cooper, numely, George, Corwin, Roxte and Roy, 

Our subject came to Smisas with very little means. Ve invested that little 
where it did the most good and then added the proeewds of hia Inbor to if as 
time wore on. Fortunate investments and the snecessful management of his 
affairs on the fart have placed him in an enviable financial condition, He is 
a Populist and a Modern Woodman neighbor. 


UKIAH Db. POWELL—For the past twelve years U. D. Powell has rep- 
presented the dual interests of farming and stock raising m Center township, 
Wilsen county. De has been identified with the west since 1871 when he be- 
came a acttler of Nebraska, where the vocation of his life was followed for 
nineteen years. Like a great per cent of the worthy settlers of Kansas he is 
trom Indiana, where, in Carroll dounty, he was born February 26, 1843. His 
father was John T. Powell, nf Virginia birth and his mother was Mary Farlow, 
a native of the Hoosier state. The former entigrated with lis parents from the 
Old Dominion state and grew mp, was schooled and married in Indiana. He 
romatoed in the state tl 1872 when he moyed ont to Nebraska and died in 
ISS1 at eighty-three years of age. 

Uriah D, Powell is the only surviving child ef his mother, who died vouny. 
THe caine to his majority on his father’s fart and attained w reasonable degree 
vl proficiency in the common branches in the country schools. On the 20th of 
August, 1862, he enlisted in Company C, 100th Indiana volunteer infantry 
aud spent three of the best Years of his life fighting treason and defending the 
flag. Tis regiment alded im some of the effective work that the army did down 
on the Mississippi river and then ernseed the Confederacy to the east and fol- 
lowell ap the work from Missionary Ridge to the end of Sherman’s campaign 
tu Saymunah, In all this service our siiliject pariteipated and his chief engage- 
ments were Jackson, Mississippi; Missionary Ridge, Kingston, Resaca, Kenne- 
sow Mountain, Joneshoro, Macem, Georgia; Savannah and Columbus, South 
Carolina, He was discharged im Washington, D, C.. June 20, 1865, lacking 
two months of serving three years. 

The work of the farm in Carroll county, Indiana, absorbed Mr, Powell 
from his return from the army till his remeval to Nebraska, and from thence 
forward, and when he eame to Kansas and settled in Wilson county he located 
in. Chetupa township, reside there five years and then took possession of his 
present farm. 

March 1, 18658, Mr. Powell was united in tuarriage with Mary J, Ktntire. 
Mr. and Mrs. Powell's children are, Alonzo L.. of Oklahonim;: (Charles G., of 
British Columbia: Alice, wife of C. A. Perkins, of Wilson county, and Elsie, 
tow Mrs. Frank Willis, of this county. 
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Asa political factor m Wilson county Mr. Powell has satisfied his anibi- 
lion with mudestly supporting the Republican ticket, His eryil life has been 
deyoled to (he industries of the farm and with what saccess his possessions in 
Wilson county indicatu.. He is domestic in his tastes, and moral in his habits. 


—— ee 


ZACHARIAH WILLIAMSON—The subject of this notice, Zachartiy 
Williainsen is one of the familiar ligures of Center township, Wilson county, 
and was hor in Clay county, KRemtacky, on the 2let of April, 1844. Henry 
Williamson. bis father, wae a native of South Carolina and his mother, nee 
Mary Prayer, wae a native of! Kentucky and they had a family of fourteen 
childven, only four of whom now survive, ‘The parents were farmers and died 
in Kentucky, the father at tie age of seventy, aud the mother at the age of 
SOVOTITV-DWO VOArR, 

Zachariah Williamson is the oldest surviving child of bis parents and re- 
ceived his mental Graining im the district schools of his native state. When the 
war came on he enlisted, in 1802, in the 6th kentucky cavalry, aid served only 
one year When his health failed him and was foreed to leave the army, For 
three years after his discharge he was not a well man and in 1866 he went to 
T}hineis aad settled in Morgan county where he married a Kentacky lady, Sarah 
Mann, a (daughter of Tsiae and Mary (Wright) Mann. Mr, Mann died at the 
age Of sixty-five while his widow resides m Kentueky at 
suventy-live yoare old. They were the parents of ten children, eight of whorn 
are living. 

Mr. Williauison came to Kausas in US8T9 and settled east of Fredonia where 
he hae devoted his time and energivs to farming and the raising of horses and 
miles. Fora number of veare he bought wud sold sere moles than any other 
man in the county, and as a broader he brought into the comnty two Kentucky 
jacks which entailvd an expenditure of $1,650, 

Mr, Williamson sold his first premises and purehased a farm southeaat 
of Fredonia on whith he is engaged in raising the famous Kentneky Short- 
orn. Buinw indigenous to the Blue Crass state himself the successful prose- 
ention of this industry is “a second nature with him.” His herd ia all regis 
tered and this, with the registered Polund-China hogs and Plymouth Roel 
chickens mark him as one of the most progressive meu of Wilson county, Mr. 
Williamson now lives south of Fredonia and in 1801 he ereeted one of the 
neal medern country residences of the township, on a sighthy location and we- 
companied by barns and other buildings to match, He practices a rigid yet 
wise economy in keaping his hay aud grain under cover and nothing valuable 
about lis premises goes to waste. For fourteen years hu was superintendent 
of the Wilson oounty poor farin and made a record for efficient service which 
his long incumbency alone most strongly testifies to. 

Mr. andl Mre. Williannsen have threa sons, viz, John L.. who marricd 
Della Newkirk and hae four children, Cland, Ray, Mubel and ; 
James Mdgar. who married Cora Mann, has two children, Walter A. and Zach- 
ariah (.; and Herbert, the youngest son, is yet single aod a valuable aid to his 
father’s interests on the farm. 
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MRS. ELIZABETH DL FP—One of the carly settlers of Wilson county 
i2 the venerable lady whose nome heads this personal record, She settled, with 
her husband, mm the fall of 160 lowe miles northwest of Neodesha where the 
latter entered a tract of the public domain, since the home of his family. Mrs, 
Duff wae born in Rutherford county, North Carolina, January 10, 1828, and is 
a daughter of Tarry and Clara (Elliott) Bradley, natives of the same state 
with herself In her tnfaney Mrs. Duff accompanied her parents to Hlinvis 
where her father soon died. The mother survived her hushund imany years, 
reared eleven ebildren and passed away atl the age of vighty-hwo years. Only 
twoof the large family now survive, Ledbetter Bradley, of Sprinyvtield, Ulinois. 
and Mrs. Duff. Ledbetter Bradley was born in 1826 and is therefore seventy- 
Eix years ald. 

(ir subject passed Jier childhood, youth and early wotmanhood in San- 
giimon eownty. (linus. where her edueation was confined to the work of the 
subseviption school, She was married on the $th of January, 1866, to Abram 
Duff, # outive of Ulinois and a soldier of the civil war, Tis regiment was thre 
{OU cavaley and init he served three years and three months. He was in melt 
ul fhe hard serviee of the war but escaped both wounds and eapture, 

Soon after thei marriage Mere. aod Mr. Dull came to the wilds of Kansas 
Lo bevomne settlers and toe do their modest slucre in the development of this now 
rent conunonwealth, "Two elain rights were purchased for $100, a log cabin 
hoilt and the lumber for its finishing hauled from New Albany. Indians were 
all wbont and they occasionally appeared and made they hongry wants known, 
They had a camp on the river near and there excursions over the county were 
chiefly to vistt and talk. The seareitv of settlers and the distance te town 
contributed to the lonvsomenvss of the place and even the face of a friendly 
Indian seemed cheering and welcome i) tones, Groeerivs and provisions were 
chiefly to be had at THamboldt and the nearest griet mill was also there so that 
the tuzk of “going to mill” was one of days instead of hours. Mr. Dol? survived 
to complete the task of improving his homestead and bringing it to a profit- 
ible state of cultivation, and, March 4, 1801, died, leaving an only ehild, a son 
Charles Emery, who was born April 21, 1870. The latter is the companion anid 
support of his mother in her declining vears and is a vonng man well known i 
ihe township in which he lives, 


FRANCES M. WHERLER—Thoe locality of New Albany, in Wilson 
oounty, is one of the first settled distrieta of the evunty, and seuttered over 
Fall river bottoma are yet to be found men whe are numbered among the 
pimeors, That large cluss of more recent settlers, yet who have passed oa 
quarter of a century ar more within the county's confines, the veterans of the 
civil war, have contributed much toward the material and moral development 
thereat and are strongly jn evidence today as the thrifty and permanent cili- 
gens of their communities. Aanouy this latter clase is the well known and lead- 
ing citizen ond soldier, F, M. Wheeler. He wis born in Hart county, Kentucky, 
mm the 10th day of January, 1846, and was a son of Jesse Oliver Wheeler, a 
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Welshman, aud Paulina B. (Harper) Wheeler, a native of Kentucky. ‘The 
father wae brought to the United States when young and there married, Te 
hecamm the father of seven children ond died in 1419. About two years later 
the wilowed mother took her family ito Tingis and in that state owe subject 
was reared and acquired his limited education, Te was the sixth child of lis 
parents and did lus share toward the maintenance of the family home, Among 
his first acts, as a prop to the old home, he went to work in a simy-mill where 
he became head sawyer and where he continued to work till Lis enlistment in 
the army, Ooetohor 18, 1861, he became a private in Cotpany B, 41st Ulinois 
infantry for three years. Was with Gener! Geant at Forts Henry and Donel- 
son, at whieh latter place his feet Trove while on picket duty and his ¢lothes 
rove to the ground, Relief was foreed to drag him till civenlation started. 
At the conclusion uf this service he velernnized and entered the 53rd Ulinats 
where he served till the close of hostilities, His hard fought battles and 
alcirmishes were numerous, the former inclnding Fort Donelson Fubruary 13th 
fo 1th, Shiloh, Corinth, Viekslurg antl all the engagements around that 
atronghold. He wae with General Sherman on bis famous march to the sea 
mud Wound ap his serview at Bentonville, Mareh 16, 1865, when Lee snrrendered 
hd Was on yrand review in Washington City. Was mustered out at Chicago, 
Ulinois. In all his extraordinary eervies he was neither wounded nor eaphired 
Hd he returned home with a reeerd of ane-fifth of his nutoral life epent in wir. 
1h 1808 Mr. Wheeler came to Kaneak and stopped first in Karekn on the 
Mth of Wpril that year, and operated a sawimill owned by his brother-in-law. 
He soon ene down into Wilson comnty and lowted a sawmill on Fall river near 
Fredonia, the farthest south of amy ail) of the kind i the county. He was 
connected with this branch of Wilken connty’s mdustrivs, Hill 1880. In 1802 
he wat appointed poet master of New Albany and, with the exception of one 
your, has been the incumbent of the office since. Tle bie been enlled to fill sev- 
eral of the minor offices of hie township, alwavs elected ae u Republican, 
November 16, 1874. Mr. Wheeler married Amanda Shuwrer, a Missonn 
lady and a daughter of J. W. and Sarah (Underwood) Shawver, of Virgima. 
Mre. Wheeler came to Nansas with her parents in ‘L664 from her birth state, 
She ia the mother of four chililren, three of whom, ouly, survive, viz. Francis, 
Mildred and Harrison. Robert died nt seventeen yours of age, Ma, Wheeler 
igo member of New Albuny Post, No. 119, Cirand Army of the Republic, and 
i= Clork of lis sehonl hoard. 


M, E. MocttAY,. MM. D.— Geographical conditions hayy neyer been more 
potent Mm their influence an the development of a race than in (he ease of the 
Highlanders of Seotland. The rugged climate and physical features of thar 
country have produced a hardy people, tenacious in character, thrifty in habits 
and with such mental and moral endowments as enable them lo wit reeogni- 
fiow alike in government and society. So strong have the characteristics of the 
Scotchman become that they manifest thenselves for many generations even 
where the stock has heen tranaplanted to foreign soil and amidst conditions 
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differmg widely from those in the parent country, The United States has 
felt, in a marked degree. (he potency of the Seotch character, for all of the 
jwople of whatever descent whether Knulish, Irish, French, Germanie of Sean- 
dinavian who have svight homes on American sou the Senteh and Seoteh-Lrish 
have the most cuadily assimilated lepubliean ideas and by their intelligence, 
Frugality wid capuerty for labor seem to best fit into the general scheme of 
sooety as it existe wader loval self-government. 

The subjeot of thie sketch came of Seotelh antecedunte atid carries satis 
laetary evidence of the faet both in his anime and character. His paternal 
wrandfather, Moses MeCray, was born in the Highlands of Seothind, wae edu 
caten in the schools of Evtinburgh for the law and when a young man came to 
the United States in company with an older brother and settled in Haneoek 
county, Indiana, This wis aboul 1880 of "35 and the portion of Indiana he svt 
tle in was then a new conmtry, He brought some means with his te America 
which he laid out in eheap lands buying 3.100 seres on which he took ap his 
residence and established an extensive ayeten of tenant Tarining whieh he en- 
gaged in for many vears. He nwrried m Hancock county, Indiana, and there 
raised a family of ix sone and ix danylters of whom four are living aod sur 
vive their husbands, the youth of whom wie William the father of the subject 
of this skeleh, Dr. MeCray’s mother hore the maiden name of Jane KE. Combs, 
and was a daughter of Hicks and Kizah Combe who migrated to central Tn- 
(diana fron North Carolin about i884, the mother being « native of North 
Carolina as wero alao her people her ancestors coming originally from Seot-- 
land as yart of that old Scotch Presbyterian contingent by whieh park of 
Pennsylvania and North Carolina were at first largely settled. Dr. MeCray’s 
prents aod grandparents belonged to the farming community and im an earher 
day were well-to-do but were overtaken by financial troubles darmg the Ciytl 
war by which they ware reduced in cireumstances. AIL his grandparents were 
early settlers of Tudiana and (lied there well advaneed in years, his paternal 
vrandfathur, Moses MeCray, dying in 1884 in the one hundredth year of his 
ave, The doctor's father after residing aueecasively in Indiana, [hnois and 
Towa came in 1873 to Kanes, settlud in Wilson connty and died there in 1878. 
Hie widew still survives making her home with her son, the subjeet of thie 
eketeh, | 

M. E. MeCray wae born mm Rush county, Indian, November 25, L351, and 
passed portions of bis beyhood and youth im each of the three states, Indiana, 
Illinois and Towa, Ee reoeived but meager educational advantages as his achoo! 
days fell in that period of unsettled conditions brought about by the Civil war 
which civeumstances couyled with the fact that he was one of a family of 
(welve children made if impossible for hit parents to do by him im this reapect 
as they wished to do. But he was given an opportunity to master the elemen- 
tray Wranehes and the deficiencies of his early training being made up for by 
the native vigor of his mind and by private study he found himself on reaching 
his majority a fairly good English scholar. Tlaving selected medicing as a 
profession he began reading anatomy and physiology in his twenty-second year 
und continued his studiet along this line as systematically as circumstances 
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woul permit for four or five years, LHe hid no means and was compelled to 
varn a livithood and t save from his earnings enough to defray his expensye 
through college, He adopted the usual method, that of teaching, and taught 
during the better part of four venrs, most of the time in Wilson county, Kan- 
sae, whither he caine in 1873 bat retrned to Minis in the mean time where 
he taught school and acted as pharmacist while in the prosecution of his studies 
In medicine. Ue had for his preceptore during this time Dr. J. Y. Simpson 
of Coyville, Wilson county, Nansas, Dr W. 7. Chittenden of Newton, Jasper 
county, Llbineis, aml Dr. Hallenbuck, of Montrose. Mhinois, Te vraduuted 
from the American Medien! colloge at St, Louis in 1880 and immediately took 
Gp the practice of medicine at Osea, Nebraska, at which place and at Wells, 
the same state, he followed it for five vara, He then returned to Wilson 
county, Kansas, wd locating at New Albany hae engaged in the practice there 
for the push seventeen years, 

Dr. MeCray is widely and Javerably known in the locality where he lives 
and practices his profession and within the sphere of his activities justly do- 
serves the ditle of “beloved physician” bestowed on one af the early fathers of 
the profession. He has Itterally sacritived a good part of hie life and much of 
his Ini strength to his profession, ‘The night has never been toe dark, the 
way too long nor the storm too threatening for him to take his medicine enge, 
fol into his bugey and go at the eall of suffering humanity. Such was the 
fatigue and exposure whieh he wnderwent while living in Nebraska that he 
contract a riseise of the yee whiel) resulted in destiraying entirely the sight 
of One ont impairing that ef the other to sneh an extent that it is with ¢ltth- 
culty that he gets around though le ean see fairly well objects near at hand, 
Ile has heen wv great sufferer tron, this source and it was only after many 
months spent mm eastern hospitals under the cave of the most skilled specialists 
that the progress of the disease was salliclently arrested as to affect even partial 
relief. Vor three years he was unable (o see at all, But for six or eight years 
post he has been able by using a dmyer to go about and attend to the profes- 
sional calls, Ile has a practice extending over a wide arca and it is No wnnsnal 
thing for him to drive forty ar tifty miles o day and preseribe for a half dozen 
or more patients, Te has been very successful as a physician and has a bysi- 
hess which any country practitioner might well be proud of, 

Since entering on the practice of his profession Dr, MeCray has contined 
ltis attention exclusively to it and while haying to pursue it in recent years 
under cireumstances well caleulated to paralige the efforts of the stout hearted 
still he hae vou aboot his work with a degree of cheerfulbess and a feeling of 
success that has been positively cheering to his friends and that has aided no 
little in neotralizing the ciendyautages wider whieh he has been placed, 

On July 3, 1881, Dr, MeCray was united in marviage with Virginia I, 
Allen then residing in Wilson coonty, Kansas, but a native of Summervillo, 
Noble county, Ohio. Mrs. MeCray’s parents, Henry C. and Sarah Allen, came 
to Kansas in 1877 aod settled in Wilson county. Dr MeCray and wife have 
born to ther eight children, five of them now living; Albert, Paul, Rdith M., 
Gladys C., and Barbara. 
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Dv. MeCray is a member of the Masonie fraternity, New Albany lode. 
No, 31, the Modern Woodmen, Fidelity eanp at New Albany, and the Fraternal 
Aid Association, New Albany council No. 282, for hoth of which latter sovietios 
he is local examiner and has been since their organization. 


CHARLES H, BOATAILAN—Io introducme the subjeet of this artiely 
wi proment the brief record of & popular citizen and worthy representative af 
the tarming and stock raising interests of Wilson county. THe came to the 
commty in TS82 aud spent the first tem yeare in Neorlesha, engaged in the 
butcher and lastly in the livery business. ‘Ten years vears ago he began farm- 
in and handling stock and in this industry it ts that he is best. known. 

Mer. Bowtrma was born in Butler county, Ohio, August 2, 1852, Reod M. 
Boatman, his futher, wae born in the same vounty on the 20th al November, 
tSi4, aud was merried there to Harriet Tinkle, November 5, 1839. The 
father was a brick mason and in L846 took his family to dyer eounty, TLLi- 
nois, where he followed his trade and passed the remaining years of hie life, 
dying ut the ago of seventy-cight vears on thd 14th of September, 1A92. Tle 
survive! his wile some years, she dying in 1888 at the age of sixty years. In 
their Family were eight children, as follows: .tohn and Mark, who were mem- 
hers of Company BE, 12th Ulineis infantry, and who saw hard service during 
the Civil war, The former was detailed in the signal serviee corps and war 
wounded in the engagement at Paris, Dlimois. The other children were 
Clirenve, George, Emory. Charles A. Clara BL. anid Dora. 

Charles A. Bowtman’s boyhood! was epent on an Edgar county, Ulinois, 
farm and in the public schools of that oounty he wae educated He was a 
inwnber of his parents’ honsehole till 1882, the year he came to Kansas. On 
eetiling in this state he established himself in the groeery and butcher busi- 
noes In Neodesha and whon this connection was concluded and he had spent 
four yours in the livery business he moved his family te the vountry nd be 
come atarmer, He began farming on an cighty tract three miles southwest of 
Neotlesha which, he discovered in a few yours, was not sufficient land for the 
achievement of his ambition ang he sold it anid purchased a farm twice its size 
nearby and on this the raising of cattle and hage and the feeding and fattening 
of steel, and its final shipment te market, is going profitably on. His is a rich 
bottom farm with high ground for buildings and with living water flowing 
through his lots. His residenoe i= modern and commodious and his barns 
spacious and substantial and the whole landscape has an atmosphere of thrift 
pervading it. Notwithstanding his misfortunes and the hardships with whieh 
he bas had to contend and the limited means to begin with, he has gradually 
climbed upward and his position today is among the more substantial and per- 
manent men of his townehip. 

October 2, 1885, Mr. Boatman married Mary L. Phelps, a native of Union 
county, Ohio, born April 2, 186%. Ter father, William Phelpe, was born in 
Connecticut in 1885 and her mother, Celesta J. Weleh, was born in Ohio in 
1842. In 1863 the father died and the widow married George W. Kent, which 
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union was productive of three children; William I’., of Now Joreey: George 
W., and Nellie A. of Port Huron, Michigan. Mrs. Boatman is her father’s 
only obtld and is herself the mother of one child, Edna Pearl, born November 
3, U8s7. Mr. Boatman is a Republiean im polities and has always been, He 
has heen township treasurer for three years. 


NATHAN HALL—Amony the eubstantial farmers of Neodeshn town- 
ship, Wilson county, and a gentleman who has resided in the county since 1871 
is Nathan Tall of this review. He was born in Heury county, Indiana, De 
oombor 24, L8ti, and is a son of Hudson and Nancy Hall of whom further 
Hotice dppears in the skelel. of Mlijah Hall in thie hook. Our sobject wns 
hrought up in his native county with common facilities for education and with 
rural sureoundings. ble was marrivd in —————, 180, hie wife being Mise 
Matyaret Sutton, an Lodiina lady and » daughter of Amos and Margaret Sut- 
fon, tatives of the stale of Oluie. When our subject east hie lot with Kansns 
he settled neae New Albany and resided there till 1879 when he di¢posed of 
his faa aod purchased woother aod larger one near Neodesha whieh hina de 
yeloped auder his industrious spell into an attractive, fertile and valuable 
vstute, Stock dealing, and raising sas been an important adjunct to his fare 
ad it has in a wrowt measmre brought to Mr, Hall much of his oarninge and 
acenmulations. Of his holdings of six hiwdred acres three hondred are in the 
valluy soul three hundred grass land upon the hills. In the growing of fruit 
he has demonstrated the especial adaptibility of Pall river bottom to the apple. 
A large orchard is in bearing on lis farm, planted by his own hand, and he has 
marketed hundreds of bushels of apples grown and matured to marketable 
perfeetion. 

ror one who was lefian orphun in childhood and whose opporhuinities were 
little better than he could make tiem our subject is an example of a rumarkable 
faculty in wetting on in the world, Tis ueeumulations have reached him in 
no way except through e¢nannels of persoval energy and imdustry and his 
whievement is a lesson, elfeetive aud convineing, oo the eubject of winning a 
fortune ly self-help, 

In ——————, 1874, Mr. Tlall’s first wife died and the next year he was 
nnitel in marriage with Alice Atchinson, a native of Tllinois and a daughter 
af Vincent and Lucinda Atehinson, of Bellville, Dlinvis, whe settled m Wane 
sis in 1874. Mr. Hall is the father of nine children; four by his first marriage 
and five by his second, viz; Janes, of New Albany; Nellin, wife of William 
Rockwell, of Los Angeles, California: Belle, who married William) Gardner 
and resides in Wilsen county; and William, of New Albany. Robert, Grace, 
Blanche, Riley and Archie are the children of the last marriage. 

Mr, Hall joined the Republican party when a young man and has main- 
tained a faithful allegience to it since. Tle does not pose as a politieal manipu- 
lator nor as an influential factor in local campaigns; on the contrary he 1s 
modest and conservative, fulfilling his whole duty in the simple casting of his 
ballot, 


one 
Wes. 


HISTORY OF WILSON COUNTY, RANSAS, 


ROBERT M. NEWELL—A native of Kansans, widely known in Newark 
township and who settled in Wilson county in 1S— ie Rehert M. Newell of this 
review, He was born in Jefferson eounty, this state, April J, 1868, and of 
parents, John and Caroline (Curtis) Newell, the former a native of Ohio and 
the latter born also in the Buskeve state. The father was taken to Towa when 
i boy and there grew up and im 1844 came to Jefferson county, Kansas, where 
he arrived and resided till he came to southern Kansas in L860. Dirring the 
war hu was » second Leufenant ina company of state militia and was the eap- 
lor of a flag bearing the name of South Carolina on one side anda red cross on 
the other, which flag is now in the capitol building at Topeka, with his name 
inscribed on the mast us captor. By trade Mr. Newell was u miller but in later 
years he devoted himeelf te farming nd this was his oceupation when he died. 
THe setiled in Montgomery county on coming te southern Kansae and passed 
away ou the 16th of Dewember, 1804, nt sixty-three yoars old, outliving Iie wife 
Lwenty-two years. Of their sever) children three are now living, as follows: 
John, Luella and Robert M- 

Ore subject is the oldest of the living ehildren of hit parents and was 
reared) in Jefferson and Montezomery countios, Nansas. Oetober 9, 1888, he 
marrio| Lizzie Ray, whe came to Kansas from Missouri in 1882 with her 
parents, (.) Mand Amanda Ray, Mr, Newell farmed rented land for cloven 
years and then purchased one hundred and twenty acres in Newark township, 
ely miles southeast of Neodesha, where he has continued farming and the grow- 
ing of stock successfully. Tle is 0 living witness at what energy and push will 
(lo on the praivivs of Mansae if properly direeted and is regarded one of the 
reliable farmers of his township. 

Mr. wail Mrs. Newell's five children are Oma, Guy I, Charles J., Nola anc 
Harold. Mr Newell is o member of Neodesha Camp Modern Woodmen and is 
a Republioan in polities. 


JOHN W. PHILLIP S—The sulijeot ef this review wae born im Vermil- 
lion eounty, Ulinois. Septernber 14. 18-2, and when two and one-holf years 
Old aceompoanied Iie parent to Creen eounty, Wisconsin, where they pire- 
winpled a stoall form and bwilt a log cabin, Jt was in this new and wooded 
country that their son John grew to manhood and acquired his limited eduen- 
lion. Tle heeame inured te almost any and every sort of honerable toll and ib 
1868, the third year of the Civil war, he enlisted in the Sth Wiseonsin battery 
Where he served till the close of the Rebelbon, 

Just before entering the volunteer army be married Eligaheth Weldon and 
alter his return home from the service he purchased o farm near where he had 
grown up and was engage in its enliivation and improvement till his advent 
(o Kansas in the spring ef 1870. In the company with which he came west 
were seven families from Wisconsin and they all settled on Wisconsin street 
in Neodesha. My. Philips resided in the new town some four years when he 
bought an eighty aere tract, three miles out, where he took up his family resi- 
deiiee and began the real “ups and downs” of frontior life in Nangas. Farming 
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and ils ansiliaries have oceupied his time, together with the business of auc- 
Honvering whieh he took up while yet a resident of Neodeala. In this lattur 
willing he is most effevtive and ie regarded ane of the best in the school. Te 
has succeeded well al farming, jis vieteries in this line being represented 
chiefly in his land holdings whieh amount to three hundred and twenty acres 
of well improved real estate in Wileon county, He has reared a family of 
seven daughters and one son. Ide, the first born, inarried Henry Yatos; Clairia 
married Cyrus Linville; Jennie is the wile of James Yates; Minnie is now 
Mrs, Pred Barnes; Lule marion Curtia Laterty ; Isaac H., the san, is yet with 
the parental home: Alie is the wile of Art Tabor and Dora, the youngest, re- 
sides with the father and mother on the fomlly homestead. 

Mrs. Phillips was horn in New York state in 1845, In 1852 her parents 
moved out to Mlinois and, hye years later, became settlers of Green county, 
Wisiensin, where Mra. Phillips resided till she aceompanied her husband to 
Kansas. Ilere she is in the enjoyment of the comforts of rural independence. 
surrounded hy av honored family and # host of admiring friends, 


MRS. OLIVE WOLTESIDES—Octolue 7. 1538, was born in Saint Clair 
eommly, TWineis, Olive Badgley, the subject of thie personal notiee. When 
grown she murricd Williany Whitesides, Mare 11. 1860, They left thotr 
Tinvgie home in 1867 and came ta Wansas, locating on a Fall river bottom 
favm in Wilson county. While Mr, Whitesides was getting his farm ready for 
profilable and successful cultivation he employed himself at odd times with 
Hall and Mooney, leading murelmnts and Indian traders of New Albany, as 
lrvivhter of goods from Kanaas City, Missouri. Enyaging regularly in farm- 
ing he becatne one of the prosperous men of lis community and sequired more 
land as time went by, When he died, February 25, 159), le possessed a farm 
of four hundred nerves, well improved, intelligently tilled and forming a valna- 
ble estate, 

William Whitesides was born in Saint Clair county, [bnois, November ‘, 
1840. He was a son of ————— Whitesides, a native son of Kentucky who 
came info Nlinvis when aw young aman und married Celia Finchner, of Saint 
Clair vounty, William Whitesides was one of — children and was brought 
up to farm work and wus educated in the country schools. His wife was a 
daughter of Butler and Elizabeth (—————) Badgluy, both Nhnois people. 
Mrs. Whitesides wae the third child in » family of ten and herself grew up in 
the county. Notwithstanding hor rural raising ale experienced much lonli- 
ness ind a degree of homesickness in her new home in Kansas. She waa not 
necustomed to so spirsely settled community us was found here and, too, the 
Indians were « feature entirely new and unusual. These conditions conspired 
to bring on melancholy in the young wife and it required a long residence hers 
to throw it off 

Seven children have been born to Mrs. Whitesides and her lamented and 
worthy husband, as follows; Belle, who died at twenty-one; Edwin, Homer, 
Mattie, Celia, Pearl and Ada, 
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AMOS PF. RRISKR—December 11, 1838, the subject of this review wae 
born im Ross county, Ohio. His parent= were William and Mary (Sealey) 
river, both boru in Bueke county, Pennsylvania, the former in June, 1814, 
and the latter in May, thL6. They were married in their native county ahont 
1835 and immediately emigrited westward to Rose county, Ohio, where ther 
borane permanent and thrifty farmers. In 1850 they removed to Branch 
county, Michigan, where Amos came to manhood and was married September 
17, 1805, to Martha, a daughter of Joseph and Maria (Cangh) Sealey. Joseph 
Cauugh wae a soldier ina Michigan regiment during the Civil war. In the 
spring of 1890 Mr. Keriser brought his family te Kansas where, in Wilsou 
comnty, he entered a tract of government lawl, deeded it and has ¢imee made 
if his home. He has passed through the various seourges whieh have afflicted 
the settlers of Kansas and while, i the early time he felt inconveniently poor, 
he was never redneed to aetual want and the aceumulations of thirty-two years 
have shown him to fe one af te reliable and substantial farmers of Pleasaut 
Valley township. April Lo, 1809, he met with a sad inisfortune in the loss of 
his companion of thirty-four years. dying without issue. Mareh 7, 1901, Mr, 
Keiser tuartied Mrs. Tabitha Conte. widew of Silas Coats and a daughter of 
M. J. Comes. She was born in Randolph eoonty, Indiana, Oetober 3, 1837, 
And accompanied her first hushed to Wilson county in 1871. Mr, Coats, wha 
Wie Well known in Pleasant Valley township and prominent in ite Republivan 
polities, maintained a warn interest in agrieuloiure, was six termes lownshiv 
trustee and died in 1&s%, 

Atmos TF WKriser qwns aie of the fine quarter sections of Innd in Pleasant 
Valley, [ls revolleetions of the bread expanse of prairic, wild and nnubroken, 
the long aod lonesome road to Homboltt, the frontier trading place and of the 
rapidity with which the ecountey settled up me most vivid, and it is all eon- 
vineing prouf of the lapse of a third of a century sinee lis foot first rested on 
Wilsem county soil, 


MARTIN L. CARTER—Lnp 1st} ian withow with a family of seven children 
seltlod in the bleak and wild township of Pleasant Valley, in Wilson county, 
She brought her few belongings in wagons and inloaded them on the pruiriv 
where she selected a spot for er future home, She had spent one year in 
Kansas already—in Linn eounty—anl m that year she was berelt of her 
lhushand, the head of the household, and wrth few assets between her and actual 
want, Among her children was a promising boy of thirteen, the fourth child 
in the family, who took a serious part in the experimental trip of his mother 
to a lund of strangers to secure a lone, He had some realization of the eon- 
ditions surrounding the family and it was with thoughts single to their welfare 
that le played the part of a aan so varly io the hfe of the boy. It was the 
mother’s work to e¢tablish and guide the home and the children’s work to sus- 
tain and defend if. The claim Was developed inte a desirable home, the 
children came lo maturtty and to years of weefulness and the mother achieved 
the ambition of her life. The wirlow, and mother, was Mary (Holines) Carter 
and the boy was her son. Mortin L., whose name introduces this article, 
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The subject herewt i a thereugh Kamean although he was bern in an- 
Other state, Tis birth eeourred in Green county. Indiana, April 20, 1846, and 
his futher was Harrison Carter who, with his wife, was a native of the same 
county and state. In L868 the paronte brought their family te Linn vounty, 
Kansas, and passed one vear ou a renter farm there. It was the intention of 
the father to take land of the publio domain bat there wae nothing left which 
tempted lim and he conelided ta rent a year and seek a location elsewhere, 
Before he could earry his determination into effect he was stricken and died 
and a ureat responesilility was left to lis wife. The same year her hushand died 
Mrs, Carter became a settler of Wilson county and the primitive efforts ot 
home-bwilding hogan, Feed for raising the first crop was hauled by horse 
team from the family supply to Linn cownty and bevond this the experienee 
of the family was little different from that of olhers fold jn this volume, Seven 
children came to Wilson vounty and Joli and Silas. the eldest sons, took claims 
nevr theiv mothers and in time the diflieulties were all sarmiounted and the 
proeperity of the family was assured, bo 1876 Joho Carter died, 

Martin L. Carter lad not the advantages of modern times for an education. 
His business qualifications came from experience rather than from books, yet 
he possesses ample qualifications to win suceess. bn the month of April, 1884, 
he quarried lla, a daughter of Christopher und Hannah (Spence) Winters, 
hero ip Washington county, lowa, Mebruary 17, L848. Ter father was # 
carpenter of that county aml died February 11, 1850. The children of Mr. and 
Mrs, Carter are Cora, Frank, Ernest and Oral. In civil alfairs My. Carter has 
served his township as elerk and trustee, He holds Populistic ylews and 
miphasizes them regularly at the polls, 


GEORGE N. WIGGANS—The subject of thie sketeh is one of the pio- 
neers of Pleasant Vallew township, Wilkon county, and is descended from a 
long line of pioneer ancestors. Lie people having helped to sethle the eastern, 
middle and middle-western states for more than a century and a half. As far 
as is now known the Virginia colony is where his forefathers from Burope firet 
took up their abode on coming to the New World, and there they were early 
domiciled among the sturdy yoonaniry of that proud old colony and were 
active faotors in the formative era of the great American commonwealth. 
After the elose of the war for independenes they like thousands af others pnsh- 
ed qoross the mountains which formed the western boundry of Virwinia and 
avttled im Kentueky. When the froe land there was mostly taken up they wert 
to Dlineis and helped to open that country to settlement, and this step ly 
stop followed the star of ompire im its westward course. 

All of Mr. Wiggans’ grandparents were horn in Virginia as was also hits 
mother and all were early settlers of Kentucky where his father was born. 
They settled in Kentucky in Indian days and passed through all the thrilling 
experiences which gaye to that state the name of the “Dark and Bloody 
Cirownd,” living in block houses, tending crops with rifles strapped to their 
hacks, worshiping around altars ohout whieh their guns were stacked and 
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‘vega the Redmen tu hie midnight marauding oxpeditions and fighting bi 
‘rom winbush wceording to the Indian mode of wartare, For a hundred years 
or more they followed this sort of life on the frontier of Virgima, Kentucky 
and Linois, and many were the seeritices they made in the cause of freedom 
und «ivilization. Valentine Leonard, our subjeet’s great-great-grandfather, 
was vaplued by the Dytians when a boy, lived among them for a number of 
years, returned liter fo bis owh people, Was subseqnently reeaplured and on 
Hadount of his Tiendlitess towards the whites was beheaded, 

Gicorge N, Wiggans was bert December 1, L840, in Vermillion eounty, 
Hilinois. whore his guandparents settled about the beginning of the last century. 
lis father was yalentiie Wigeans anid the mother, befure marriage, Catherine 
Stipp, the dutter decutsed. the former still living and @ resident of Forsythe, 
Missour. George N. woe the eldest im a timily of five children and was 
Drought wp on the old faadly homestead in Vermillion county. tLe entered the 
Union army from tuat county August 22, 1802, imlisting in Company B, 125th 
Iilinois volonteer infmatry with whieh he served in Kentucky and Tennessee 
for aboul w year when he wae discharged and returned to lings, 

Ovlolur &, 1860, Mr. Wigwane oweried Sarah Van Vickle, a mative of 
Vermillion county, Wineis, and » diughter of Enoch and Naney (White) Van 
Vieklo, he being the second in age daa family of aix children and born FPehru- 
ary 10, 1845, Her parents moved from Ohio to THlinois, and her father used 
to walk to Chicago when that place was only o village, distant a Inmndred miles, 
to do his trading. He was a soldier in the Black Hawk war and Mre, Wiggans 
had one brother, Andrew, whe died tn the Union army at Knoxville, Tennessee, 
in Deeember, T8062. 

In November, 1B70, George N. Wigwane with his family consisting of his 
wife and three children set out overland with wagon and teun for the prairies 
of Kune Te was accompanid by James Klin and family and Stephen A. 
Vorhees and fumily, all of whom reached Wilaon county, bunt Mr. Wiggane was 
the anly one to settle there, Vorhwes going on to Montgomery county aod Khan 
to the vicinity of Elk county, Mr, Wigyane first located on a piece of land 
claimed by thy railroad company near the present town of Vilas but after living 
there a year ond a half abandoned the claim and settled where he now lives at 
the four corners of sections 12, 15. 7 and 18. He made some improvements 
where he first settled Intt moved these to hie new location the most important 
af these heing his house which is still standing and afforde good shed roam for 
his implements and carricwe, Tt tea l4vi6 shanty built of native lumber part 
of which was gotten out of timber along the Verdigris in the vicinity of Altoona 
and part of it from tiuber on the Neosho in the vicinity of Chanutu. Mr. 
Wiggans lived im his wagon and on the prairies until he could secure the lum- 
bor and put up this building, and while if was not a very pretentious affair it 
gave neeled shelter to him and his fumily till he was able to erect a better 
building. Onan accompanying page is given a view of Mr. Wiggans’ premises 
and in the view will be seen the progress which has been made in home-lnild- 
ing and horme-development on his place during the past thirty-two yoars. Noth- 
ing could tel) more eloquently what he and his good wif have done in this 
matter than this picture. The careful observer will not fail to note how the 
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primitive shack nestles against the south side of the hill receiving all the pro- 
tection possible from this souree, a protection which was much needed on the 
wind-swept prairies of Kansas thirty years ago with no better bwilding than 
The claim shanty above the heads of the first settler and his family. 

Beyoud the shack in the view and toward the top of the hill will he seen 
the first enclosure Mr. Wiggans made on his claim. In the absence of boards, 
rails and barbed wire he and hig wife gathered wp stones and laid up a fence 
connecting the natural masonry of the hillside on the novth and east, thus nak 
img u corm! which served to hold their stock and the same time protect then 
ly some extent from the storms from the north, Mr, Wiggans says the corral 
was built on Sunday and is as good loday as when built, which goes to con- 
firm the old saying, “The better the dav. the better the deed.” 

Te this first fling of one lundve:! amd sixty neres Mr, Wiggans has added 
hy purchase till be now owns three luondred and fifty-four acres, one bundred 
and twenty aeres of which he lias reduced to enltivation, having one of the 
really desteable snvall stock farins of Wilson county and on which he has rin- 
hing some fine spechmens of Galloway catile and other good stock. LHe has 
made the vultivation and ioprovement of this farw his principal business, the 
excellent manner in which lie has done this taken in cousiderntion with the 
fact that he bas raised a large faonily of sons and daughters whom he has 
trained to labile of industry and nsefalness makes lim one of the early ser- 
tlers of Wilson county worthy of the space here aceorded hin, 

Mr, and Mrs. Wigenne’ children are, Rnach, a faviner of Wilson county; 
Drury, with the Santa Fe Railroad company ak Lak Vegas, New Mexico: Annie, 
lhe wilt of Jol: Carter of Wilaon county, Kansas; Charles, of Chanute. Ran- 
sist Rosa, wife of Claude Sturdevant, of Neosho eounty, Kansas; Hays and 
Artist with the Wabash railroad in Tilinois; Benjamin, Mrneet, Taille, Frank 
ind Rov, all five at home with their parents, 


WILLIAM A, WILSON—A gentleman of prominence locally and one 
of stability financially is William A. Wilson, of Colfax township, Wilson county. 
Hie enocers i¢ of the self-acquired sort and has been ao marked ae to call forth 
more than # brief reference to his settlement in the county. 

Mr. Wilson was born in Ross county, Ohio. on the LUth of December, 1850, 
und is the last child of Stephen and Margaret ( Massey) Wilson, farmers, who 
were natives of the same county and atate, Mrs. Wilson died in 1857 and the 
next year Mr. Wilson married Pormelia Orahood, In 1864 the family moved 
to Kidgar county, Hbinois, where, on the farm, our subject was reared and 
limitedly educated in the commen echola. In 1879 the family made another 
move westward, the tather going to Lyon county ond Wiliam A. coming to 
Wilson county, Kansas. The latter’s cirenmstances were poor, yet he possessed 
i good team and other horses when they came but they began dying off, one 
a year, till he had lost eight head. The wagon he possessed was about ready 
for the scrap pile and his earthly effects were loackwl inte this velicle and 
freighted across thi conntry in the old style. Sixty-five dollars was all the 
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Funds he possessed and, if brought snddenty bwek ia that comultion today, the 
whole aspect would hi discouraging beyond endurance. The difference be- 
Tween his present condition and his original one is represented by twenty-three 
years of (ireles# and ceoseless industry und is the difference between the picture 
wlrendy drawn und the possession of three quarter sections of fertile soil and it 
well stovked aod well tnprovad. As wo have already indicated, energy wnd 
determination were ia chief asseds on his arrival in Wilsen vounly and no onw 
could have rowsoned then that the future Percheron horse breeder of Coltux 
fownship was he, 

January LS. IST. Me. Wilson midrriod Marsaline Mekee, a danghter of 
Sumuel and Letha Mehoo of Edewr county, Ulineis. Five children have re- 
Sultidl from thie marriage, ae follows: Jodeon &. Letha B., Onur R., Orval 
H., and Sadie, the oltleat, i the wife of Chauneey Young, of Woodson comuty, 
Kune. 


PHILIP CLOSE—The subjeet of this review is widely known throughont 
Wilson and other counties of Koneas ae a suceessfu) breeder of pure-hlood 
cattle and horses. [lie warm interest in the promotion of an induatry of this 
id thyaracter fs moet cammendable singe it net only gratifies a personel 
ambition, from # monetary point of view but, in addition, it is in no small way 
responsible for the standmg of our state wherein is to be Tound the perfiet 
type of the pureblood domestic animals. This is an age constantly promotive 
of hetter things. Haoh anoeceding decade finds us approaching nearer per- 
fection in all things and the person whe has aided in this result has labored 
wisely and well, He hae lived in another world trom the man of small ideas— 
the plodder—and his sphere is, to tteelf, of an intelleetnally clevating tendeney- 

"hilip Close, whose type is characterized in the introductory paragrapn 
vf this arniele, is one of the early setilers of Wilson eounty. He was twenty- 
two years of age whon, in 1800, he accompanied his parents bither from Allen 
oounty, Ohia, THe was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, in 1847. His parents 
were Philip and Eliva (Dunster) Close and he is one of their six children. His 
father deeded the Tarn upon whieh our subject now resides and was one of the 
prominent characters in the early days of Wilson county. 

Philip Close, 5y., was a native of Pennsylvania and was a sen of Andrew 
QClose whe, with lis family, migrated to Ohio at an early period and settled in 
Carroll county, where he subsequently lived, and there died Judy 1, 1864. The 
lntter War a soldier in the way of 1sl2, a farmer by oeeupation and his ante- 
codants were old Pennsylvania Duteh. Thitip Close, Sr., was a soldier in the 
Sith Ohio yolunteer infantry, Company D, and had @ son, Henry A., also in 
the sume conipany and regiment, Tn civil lite his oecupation was that of u 
farmer in which he demonstrated his success. THe was married about 1843 and 
died in Wilson county in TA&F1. Eliza Dunster, whom he took to wife, wae 
horn mm New Jersey and wae 0 daughter of Andrew Dunster, who was one of 
the early settlers of Ohia. She died in Cowley county, Kansas, in 1898, being 
the mother of the following children: Henry, Andrew, Philip, Parmetia and 
Melissa, twins; the former widow of Edward Morse and the latter the wife of 


PHILLIP CLOSE 





HISTORY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANKAS. TAS 


Franvis Duin; Corzelda, wile ol George W. Cox, and Elizabeth, whe ts the 
wile of Wilbur Greyor. 

Philip Close, our subject, was rather limitedly educated. He was wnited 
in marriage in 1886 with Miss Alioe Hoovey, whose parents, Barney ani 
Kate (Lynch) Rooney, were of the prairie pioneers of Wilson county and now 
resiie in Chanute, Ma. Renney was bern in County Down, Treland, September 
27, 1844, and is one of tour in family, namely: THogh, of Oneida county, New 
York: John, of Grand lupicde, Michigan; Mrs, Mary McCann, of the same 
point, and Barney, About 18340 the last maimed came to the United States and 
joined lis brother whe had preceded hin te New York, Ile was married there 
in 1862 and about Keven yours later le Drought his family out to Kansas, Le 
entered a tract of land in Guilford township, deeded it, impywoved it and resided 
pon iL till his retirement to Chanute a few years sinee, Mrs. Rouney was a 
daughter of Willian Laneh, born in County Meath, Ireland, and was herself 
horn in Oneida county, New York, Mrs, Close is the second ehild of her 
paronts and was horn in the state of New York, As a result of her piarriage 
with Mr. Close the following children have been horn, vie: Wilbur B.. Rena 
und Marl. 

Mr. Close began his earcer as a farmer in a soil) way—the usual way in 
Kansis—about 1872 on the firm where le resides, Tle inereased lis acreage 
from year to year by the raising of rain and stock, always having a taste for 
well-bred animals, Tn Mayeh, 1894, le took the first deeisive step in (he 
direction of fine-stock raising when he parehased of L, W. Lawrenee. a breeder 
of pureblood Herefords, of Lee Summit, Missouri. a malke-—*Cheerful Boy’ — 
No, 20,629 which was sired by Sir Mvelyn, No. 9.040. an dpourted animal which 
Was byed by "I. J. Carnardine. of Rngluid, He putchased, also, the cows: 
*Annie Laurie’ No, 57,151, sired by “Fortune” Nu. 2,080. and bred ly J. 3. 
Hawes: “llorette” No, 33.977, <ired by “Hotnphrey” No, 4,075, und bred ty 

reo. Sinith, Chicago: “Franeilia” No. 37.020. sired by *Barl of Shadeland” 
No. 12,546, and bred by Karl pnd Stewart; “Lovejoy” Ne. 48,034. sired by 
*Doable Grove” No. 33.07. aml bred by C. M. Culbertson > °Magyie Mitchell” 
No. 24,330, eired by “Claret™ No. 6.706, and bral by R. M. Bridgewater: 
“Marienne F? No. 37.060, sired by “Rarl of Shadeland” No. 12,546, and bred 
hy Earl and Stewart; “Pattio” No. 48.03%, sired by “Cheerful Boy” No. 2,629, 

eat) brad by J. 5. Hawes: “Regalia” No, 3,139, efred ly “President” No. 8,110, 
and brad by Mrs. &. Rdwardde: “Rositu” No, 87.700. eired by “Col. Woode" 
No. 32,212 and beod by Scabary and Samples “Sumshine™ No, 48,046, sired 
by “The Bard” No. 84,081 and bred by G. W. Houry. The present herd of Me. 
Close's herd is “Protector” No. 567,159, sired by “Duesbury 2” No, 189,771, 
dam, *“Magyie Mitehell.”’ His cows now in use wore sired by “Cheerful Boy,” 
the head of hia firet herd. In the last two vears hu has bought at the Kanais 
City “show sales: “Bessie? No. 77420, sirad by “Reliance” No. 59,154; 
“Emily S$. 2° No. 63,588, sired by “Shadeland Dean” No, 51,564 and “Me- 
linda” No. 91,861, sired by “Billy Mason” No, 72,041, Mr, Close has raised 
and sold sinee smbarking im pure-bred Herefords between fifty and sixty head 
and finds a market for his animals thronghont Kansas, the Territories and 
Texas. 
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Not content with the fine eattle business alone, in 1899, Mie, Close em- 
barked in the blooded horse business by purchasing of 0, L, Thister of Chap- 
mah, Dickinson eounty, Kansas two mares: “Luella No. 20,207, Percheron, 
and “Annis” No, 20,300, of the same stock. The following year he purchased 
of the same gentleman, “Negro,” (# stallion) No. 24,108, and two mares— 
“Garland” No, 21496 and “Gertrude” No. 21,497: all of whieh stoek he bas in 
his possession and which form the nucleus of his breeding in this line. 

Mr. Close’s farm consists af one hundred ond sixty acres of his own anid 
ge much leuwsed land, and for the accommodation of his etock he has a cattle 
barn 40x40 und a horse barn S8xads, with additional shod-room, and “Cedar- 
dalo” stocked, improved and equipped as it is one of the interesting estates of 
Wilson county. To attend to the important details of this great and growing 
industry requires all the tine olletted to its owner, Politics nor any form 
of speculation find im him a chord of sympathy and the reward of honorable 
toil flods in him its just appreciation. 


JAMES FISHER—Widely known as an carly settler of Duck Creel town- 
elijy. Wilson county, and a highly respected eitiven of the same is James Fisher, 
h brief notice of whom here follows, It is nearing a third of a century now 
aince Mr, Fisher pitehed his tent on the querter section where he now lives 
ond in that tiie he las seen practically all of the making of the history of 
Wilson eounty in whieh—+so far as Duck Creek lowneltip is eoneerned— he las 
borne ne small part. 

Mr. Fisher is a native of Indiana, barn in Gibson eounty Noyember 19, 
125. His father was Joho Misher and his mother, before marriage, Saraly 
Spillman, John Fisher was a son of Daniel and Julia (Armstrong) Fisher, 
hoth of whom were bor near Seappernony oy Washington county North Caro- 
lina, the former in L974 and the latter in 1782, This place of Reuppernong, 
Washington eounty, which is in the eastern part of the etale near Albemarle 
Sound, seems to have been the old family seat of the Fishers and they were, 
in an early day, something of a seafaring people; five sniltug vessels beimg at 
one time owned and manned by men of that name and engaged in cosshwise 
trade, and in barter and exchange with the Spanish and Wrench colonies lying 
hlong the Gulf of Mexieo, One Thomas Fisher, an unele of the subject of this 
ekeleh. settled, early in the last century. af New Orleans, where he accumulated 
a large amount of property and wie a prominent and infivential imin. But the 
branch of the family to which our James belongs did not take very well to the 
seafariny life but beeame pioneers instead, His grandfather, Daniel Fisher. 
migrated about 1805 to Kentucky whence he moyed two years later to southern 
Indiana, settling in the extreme southwest corner of the state, Tle was engayed 
in fat-boatmg on the Ohio and Wabash rivers, and in farming im a small way, 
and also serving in many (xpaitions against the Northwest Indians. He died 
on his way home from the battle of Tippeeanoe from the effects of wounds rv- 
ceived in that engagement. He left four sens of whom John, our snbjeet’s 
father, wae the eldest; the others being Jordan A. Daniel B., and Thomas W. 
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dohn Fisher was horn near Seappernong, North Carolina, April 11,1803, 
wl vreow up memly fa Posey mid Gibson countins. Indiana. He married 
Sarah Spillman in Gibson cowty, Dpiiana, abont 1824 and passed the greater 
wrt of his life in that state and in Ulinois, diving in Wilson county, Kansas, 
danmary 28, 1388. Sarah Spillman, mother of our subject, was a daughter of 
Janies Spillman and was born near Versuiles, Woodford county, Kentucky, 
April 14, 1708, her parents migrating from Yadkin county, North Carolina, 
te Kentucky in (he days of Daniel Boone and later to southern Indiana where 
the daughter met and was married to John Fisher. Mrs. Fisher also died in 
Wilson county, Kansas, her death occurring June 18, 1874. John and Sarah 
(Spillman) Meher were the parents of seven children, five of whom beeame 
yrown. ‘These were James, Nancy, Daniel B., Alizabeth and Kichard. Nancy 
marciol William B. Schenck; Daniel B. died in Vanderberg eounty Indiann, 
where his descendants now lives Mligabeth died unmarried: and Richard went 
oe daring the Pike’s Veak excitement about 1859 and has never heen heard 
of sine. 

Jumvs Fisher was reared in Gilson county, Indiana, learned the trade of 
a shoemaker, working asa larm hand when a boy, At the age of twenty yenrs 
he wirtered the United States army at Eyensville, Indiana, enlisting in Captain 
Walker® company, 2nd Indiana yvohuiteers, for serviee im the Mexican war. 
Le eiw camp sercive at New Orleans, Louisiaua, and at Matamoras, Mexivo, 
hut wae discharged on aceount af sieknéss before reaching the scene of hostili- 
ties and yeturned home. Two years lnter he settled in Dewitt county, Ulinois, 
where. September 24, 1550, he murried Deborah, a daughter of Jolin and Com- 
fort Chadem, his wife being a tative of Parke county, Indiana, born February 
fi, 1828, her parents inigrating from Maryland te Indiana about 1825, 

Me. Fisher lived) im Dewitt cerontiy, Tlienis, til] t870 when he came co 
Kaneas and eettled in Wilson county. His wae one ol six families whieh came 
from dhe vicinity of Waynesville, Ulingis, and bewime early settlers of Duck 
Creek township, Wilson county, Kanaasy the heads of the families being Jolin 
Kieher, father ef our subject, William RB. Schonok, Jaures Fisher, William B-. 
Bowles, George Dutf and Obedioh Schenck. All of them settled alony Duck 
oncele and many of their deseencante now live in that locality. James Fisher 
lives almost within a stone’s throw of whore he first settled on coming to thy 
county aud js now, in point of residence, the oldest settler in that locality, the 
exact date of his settlement there being November 22, 1870. Tle has been em- 
waged in farming and stock raising and while never seeking to secumulate 
ureal wealth has managed te gather enough of this world’s goods around him 
to kee him in comfort, He has given some aid to his children and has been 
cheer!ul contributor to all charitable purposes. Tis motto has been “to live 
and lvk lives’ his belief being that character is more important than wealth. 
He has filled the usual number of local offices the duties of which he hag dis- 
charged as faithfully as though the compensation were commensurate with 
their onerons nature, He has been a member of the Christian church since 
1843 and helped to organize the first church of that denomination m his purt 
of Wilson county. 
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He hus reared a family of four sena, Jolin TS. whe married Mary Carr and 
resides in Woodard county, Oklahoma: James W. who married Ann Wilson. 
and lives in Wilson county, Kansas; Daniel, whose wife was, nee, Maggie Hay- 
ner, resides in Ford county, Kaneas: and Obediah, who married Carrie Danicl, 
and makes his home in Wilson county, Kansas. 

While past the hible limit of “three scare years and ten” and acknowledge 
ing the physieal infirmities which the seenmulation of years has brought him 
Mr, Pisher enters 4 modest dissent from the apinion that there is nething in 
life for one of his age to live for, On the cemtrary he finds munch, and with « 
clear mind and a cheerful spirit together with ripened judgment and the con- 


aclousness of a life well spent he surveys the past and future alike with positive 
aailisfietion. 


RICHARD WILLOUGH BY—Por more than twenty years the subjeet of 
thie weview line been identified with the farming and, later. the hetel inter. 
vsle of Wilson county, His conneetion with this state spans almost the era of 
lis lifeline and it is not, therefore, surprising that he should be rewarded as 
fypicen) of our Nansas nergy. push and progress. 

Mr. Willoughby is a native Missourian. His birth oeeurred in) Vernon 
vounty February 6, 1863, and he jena sun of William Willoughby, who married 
Zarelda Wright and was the father of two children, John and Richard. Tn 
1st the parents brogght their family ta Cowley county, Kansas, where they 
were connected with stock raising and farming. The family remained there 
only three vears when i) returned to Missouri and passed the succeeding three 
yours, The prairies and the people of INaneas and the air itself. combiner, 
from a magnetic influence, to those who lave onee lived within ite borders, 
whieh is almost irresistible and it wae Hie mysterious foree which enused the 
senior Willoughby to bring hic family back toe the seductive influences of the 
“Sunflower state.” On this ovension he settled on a ranch in Barber county, 
near Melicing Tadye, where the eattle industry formed his chief pecupation. 
From this point Richard, our subject, caine to ‘Wilson county and engaged in 
lurming, first in Colfax and then in Fall River township. He was conneeted 
with that calling: tied was known asa snecessful fariner Gill early in 1/01 when 
he rented lis farm and engaged in the hotel business in Roper, 

In 1891 Richard Willoughby and Luella Mannen, a daughter of ex-Sheri!T 
A.J. Mannen, of Wilson county, who came to Kansas from Dlinois about the 
close of the eivil war, Mrs, Willonghby was bern December 20, 1869, and is 
the mother of three children, as followe: Lucey. born November 5, 1893; Roth, 
horn January 6.1896; and Willinin C.. born November 14, 189s. 

Our subject and wife are wnembers of the United Brethren chureh and are 
neaple of the highest sovinl standing in their eonmiunity, Mr, Willoughby js 
one of the men of recoumized enterprise in the county. Tis reputation js that 
of honesty and integrity am! his spirit ef progres is displayed in his sympathy 
for and aid of whatever teruls to make mankind better, 
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WILLIAM H. STEEVES—The subject of this review ts a son of Robert 
R. and Melinda (MeVay) Steevos, whose history occupies another place in this 
volume, and was born in Monroe connty, Ohio, September 16. 1854. Hye 
iwoompaniod His parents to Kanens in 1869 und settled in Chetopa townshiy, 
Wilson county, where he aided his father in the development of hie Kansas 
(lain, THe was a member of the parental hougehold till well toward bachelor- 
hon when, September 6, 1884, he married Mary Kline, an orphan girl, who 
whe neared by his mother’s people, the MeVaye. Mrs, Steevee died after throe 
years of wedded life, laving u daughter, Melinde E., a young lady of worth and 
promise in her father’s family, July 4, 2889, Mr. Steaves married Mrs, Eva 
L. Allen. the younger child of John and Susan (Pettis) Sherman, and widow 
of Joseph Allen, She was born July 20, 1852, in rie vounty, Pennsylvania, 
dul necomparied her parents (6 Coss county. Missouri, on their first move weet- 
wird, In 1580 the family came on te Kansas. Mre Steewes’ first hushand 
wis Andrew ol. Richardson, who hae a son Sherman dic whe held a lucky nuiu- 
her in the great claim-drawing at Ml Rene and ia ecerpying bis homestead in 
(ie territory of Oklahoma, twelve mnilee trom Lawton. Mr, and Mrs. Steeves 
hove a ehild. Susie 1, 

The material imterests of Mr. aul Mrs. Steeves are most harmonious hut 
their immaterial—political and spiritual-interests are samewhat divergent. 
I) then political beliefs the one ia a Demoerat and the other a Republican, tn 
sectarian mnatiers the former belongs te the Tnited Brethren church while lis 
wife holds to the Christian belief. Their home is most cheerfal and congenial 
wd they enjoy tna bigh degree the confidence and esteem of their eonmmnernly. 


THEOPHILUS TASTINGS GLIDDEN—A. gentleman who has the 
distinction of making some of the Bret civilized footprints on the soil of Kan 
ery Kanai was the *sqmatter” settler of Neosho county and proneer, T. 1. 
Glidden of this review, It wae in 1850 that he settled near the Neoshe river 
in Noseho connty amiong the Osage Indians whose reservation embraced, among 
ether lands, a large portion of that eonaty and who were themselves locatect 
ilong the stream whieh they named. He was about one year in advance of any 
other white settlor of his locality and it was in Tioga township that he “squur- 
tod” aid afterward entered government land. He was thirteen years a resident 
an his claim before he was permitted to enter it ly whieh time it was the beet 
improved tract to be fonnd in his county. Ae a pioneer Mr Glidden was 
perhaps the yieet apilent to make settlement in Neoshe county. He brought 
with bin $3,800 in gold which, while 4 convenionee at the time, was phohably 
4 Linckrance ty that advancement astally made wnder the strmulus of necessity. 

Born in Clarendon, New York, February 22, 1822, Mr. Glidden’s parents 
were Tra and Betty (Marwell) Glidden, The latter moved into Chautauqua 
vouuty, thet state, when our sibject was a small boy and there he grew to man- 
hood’s estate, Tn 1845 he emigrated westward and made settlement in Stepheo- 
con county. Iinois, where he married Mary Loomis, a daughter of Dyer and 
Nancy (Wood) Loomis, of whose six sons and eix daughters Mary was the 
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youngest and wae bor May 15, 1828. She was burn in Erie coonty, Penneyl- 
vania, whence her parents had migrated from the state of New York. Mr, 
Glidden drove through tu Kansns from the ensl, bringimy with him two yake 
of cattle aod two teame of horses, one of whieh Intter, a fine team of mares, ae 
had stolen soon alter reaching Neosho eounty. He settled down to farming 
and was midentified with that evmnty cll 1869 when he crossed over into Wilson 
county and purchased a location in Pleasant Valley township where he was for 
inany years cogaged saceeesfully in stock raising and farming and where he 
necommlated a large and valuable tract of land. This estate he disposed of and 
in 1895 took: possession of hie present homestead of one hundred and twenty 
acres where he is passing, to quiek and comfort, the closing years of his long 
amd useful life, 

For fifty-one veers Mr, Glidden has had the companionship of the bride of 
his eurly life. Unity has been manifest in their half century of wedded bliss 
and the succesavs and reverses of the hushand have been the good fortune or 
adversities of the wif. "Vhetr marnage has been productive of an only child, 
surviving, Frank Glidden, who was first married to Zella Baet, and second to 
Kita Stanley, and sea farmer in Wilson county. 

Ls rn di va: 

Mr. Glidden was one of a family of nine children and was educated some- 
what sparingly in the schools common to hie time, Ho learned his first polities 
hy imitation [rem his father whe was a Demoerat, but when he came to do his 
awn thinking Democracy found no abiding place in him and he supported the 
ticket of “'Tippeoanae and Tyler too” in 1840. He came as an asset from the 
Whig party to the Nepnblican party ond has heen with it since its foundation. 

li Glidden diel May 31, 102, 


SAMUEL L. FREIDLIN E—To the hardy and thrifty German belongs, 
ind wreat measurd, the erelit of the settlement and development of the west. 
He is everywhere present. from congested centers of population to the fren- 
tier of civilization. and, universally, he exhibits the essential characteristics 
of industry, coonomy and a wise supervision of his personal affairs. The Sun- 
flower state iz honored with her quota ef this citizenship and in no county do 
we find them more self-sustaining and substantial than in Wilson county where 
ane of them, Samuel L. Freidline, of this record resides. For twenty-three 
yoars he has heen identified with Pleasant Valley township where, as a farmer 
anil stook man, his prosperity is aft once apparent, in the possession and owner- 
ship of one of the fine estates of the valley. 

Mr. Freidline was born in Tipton county, Indiana, on the 3rd day of 
October, 1853, of parents, John and Elizabeth (Neff) Freidline, who settled 
in the Hoosier state about 1848 and were emigrants from Ohio. The father 
was horn in Pennsylvania of German parents and learned the trade of a 
weayer, bit his main business through life was farming and stock raising. He 
served a five year term in the regular army of the United States when a young 
man. He came out ta Ohio in the beginning of his civil career and was mar- 
ried there. His ynien with a daughter of Michael Neff was productive of ten 
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ohildren of whoin Samuel L. je the fourth. The last named received his mental 
and physical development in Indiana. February 18, 187, he was marrie:| 
there, his wile being Nellie Pugh, of Deleware county. a daughter of Benjamin 
om Vina Bagh. The young couple left for the west at onee and took up their 
location in Wilson county, Kansas. Tere their efforts haye been concentrated 
in the building of a home and in the aeeumulation of a eampetence for their 
years of infirmity and with what marked success their tive hundred and fifty 
deres of fertile and green meadow amply testify. 

In the household of Mr. and Mys, Freidline are four children enrollee, 
the iesne of their marriage, viz, Lalu M,, wife of Cyrus Wilkins, a rising young 
Tarnur of Wilson county; Osear, Noland and Claude, yet with the family home, 

Our subject has proven himself to be desirable as a settler and representa- 
tive ae a citizen. He has stuod for yoo morals in his community and ap- 
right living in his family and the wureenrded testimony of his neighbors ie that 
it a7 Mag gol for the county, good for them and good for himself that he 
came here. 


JOTIN WILLIAMS—Almost # pionoer, the enhject of this sketch canie tn 
Wilson county in 1874 and for twenty-cleht years las been identified with its 
internal development. He has been in Kansas for forty years and the chief 
incidents of his active life have ocewrred ere, and it js these which it ie the ob- 
ject of thie volume to preserve and commenorate, 

John Williams was born in Boone county, Missouri, August 24, 1847, and 
is mumber five ina family of eight children of Noah and Mary (Bryant) Wil- 
Name. This parents were farmers and went to Missouri im an early day from 
Kontucky, The environments of the fain were those of owr subject in his child- 
heod mid his education was such as was provided by the country school In 
iXG) he came to Miami county, Kansas, but the next year returned to his 
home In Missouri and enlisted in Company C, 2nd battalion of Missouri state 
inilitia. His comand went into the service at onve and was so badly handled 
on mucting the Confederates within H+ own stale that it was thought best to 
tlisurganize his regiment snd it was inustered out, In 1865 Mr. Williams came 
Imele to Kansas and enlisted i Migini county in the Ith cavalry. This regi- 
nent, too, was Tot inactive and at Lone Jack, Jenkins’ Ferry and other inter- 
esting places, the Confederates had ample reason for believing the 14th was 
present. For several monthe daring the year 1864 ow! subject was in the reg- 
imental hespital at Fort Smith, Arkansas, but was discharged at the close of 
ihe war and went back to his Miami county firm. 

When he located in Wilson county, Mr. Williams purchased an cighty 
acre farm which he has improved and ¢ince made his home, He was married 
March 27, 1859, to Lydia Riddle, a daughter of Elias and Jane (Shelton) Rid- 
die. Mrs, Williams was born in Adin county, North Carolina, on the 15th 
of December, 1838 and is onw of a fmnily of eight children. Mr. and Mrs, 
Williams’ children are James C., 0 railway postal clerk on the Santa Pe syetem ; 
Mranwe A., wife of James MeGranohan, of Wilson county: and Louisa, wife of 
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W. C. Towlinson, an undertaker and embabner of Chanute, Mr. Williams 
wave vach of his children w liberal education and his oldest was, like himself, 
phee & teacher in Wilson aunty. In polities he is a Republican, 


PRANK WILLIAMS—Among the suecessful young farmers of Canyille 
township, Neosho county, and a settler of recent date is Frank Williams, the 
subject of this personal sketeh, If was not until the year 1897 that he came 
into Neosho eounty but the spirit of western progress with which he is endowed 
and the natural traits contributory to his material prosperity whieh he possesses 
have ranked him with the foremort your farmers of his locality. Born in 
Fairfield eounty, Ohio, December 9, 1860, Mr. Williams is a son of 5S, K. and 
Rebecen (Myers) Williams. of whose family of six children Frank was the 
scoond birth, In 1866 the parents left the state of Ohio and setlled in Me- 
Donald eounty, Missouri, where our subject wis brought up on a farm and 
mlueated liberally in the common sehwole. His father was a leading and sue- 
cessful farmer of his adopted county, where he and his wife passed the finnl 
years of their lives, The indoastry and thrift of the father deseended in a 
mcusdre lo the son, our subject, and when he eturted in life in 1883 if was but 
uatural that his efforts should prove worthy of congratulation, He continued 
to reside in Missouri till 1891 when he went to the Indian Territory and re- 
indined—larining—one year. This experiment was wnsatisfuctory and hy 
returmed oO Missouri and purehased a farm in Hickory county and which be 
cultivuted five years, then Merwin of it inul settled in Neosho county, Kansae, 
Tere he oyne « farm of two hondred and vighty-cight aeres, improved, well- 
slockvd and productive and here he is doing a modest work in the tubstantial 
development of the county. 

Mr. Willianis tiitrricd August 19, 1888, Libbie Carpenter, a daughter of 
Kara and Mary Carpenter, Mrs. Williams was born in Lowa in 1860, After 
their marriayve Mr. and Mrs. Williams purchased # small farm in their hone 
vounty anil were enigayed most suecesstully in its operation until 1891 when 
they removed to the Territory, The children of our subject are Roy, Florence, 
Alta and Arthor. 


WILLIAM WILSON Favorably known as one of the young farmers of 
Duek Creek township, Wilson county. is the subject of this sketch. He was 
born in Washington county, Ohio, August 17, 1864, and isa son of William H, 
and Sarah KH, Wilson, natives of the same state with himself, In 1865 the 
parents moved to Christian evanty, Tllinois, resided there ten years and then 
came to Kanens, settling on the land owned and ocenpied by the subject of this 
nolice. 

William Wilson is one of six children of his father’s family and was 
brought op in Ulinois and Kansis, He obtained his education mn the common 
schools and, through a natural inclination and the metruction of his father, 
he becoune an intelligent and progressive farmer. In the month of February, 
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1887, hu wae onited in marriage with Mies Julia Dudley, a lady of Chautauqua 
county, Kansas, whose father, James Dudley, was an Indiana settler in that 
vounty. My, and Mrs, Wilson are prominently connected with the Odd Fellows 
wad Rebekah lodges of Lafontaine, the latter being noble grand of lodge num 
ber 333. Mr, Wilson belongs to the famous degree team of lodge 466. known 
widely throngh the state where it has “put on the work” 

The ehildren of our subject are dames W., born in 1888; Boyd H., bern 
in 1891, and Vietor V., born in 102. 

Mr. Wilson is exemplifying the truth of the adage, “industry and econo- 
my load to wealth.” His one hundred and sixty acre larm indicates the veal 
charieter of ite owner. It is well improved, well kept and well tilled, Its 
soil wneponds abundantly to the touch of labor and its products have been con- 
vertu into the appurtonanors of the farm, 


Mits. BELLE J. MeMLLLAN—One of the interesting characters of 
Wilken county and a lady whose connection with it has extended over a period 
al nearly a third of a century is Mrs. Belle (Sturdevant) MeMillan whose 
mune introduces thik review, She is a character bocause shoe has heen the pro- 
milling and guiding force in the acquisition and development of a valuable 
home in one of the fertile spots of Kansas and because her Ingenuity and her 
brain were the controlling influences whieh worked out the destiny of a worthy 
family and brought them to yours of maturity dignified and useful men and 
women. 

Our subject was horn in Allegheny county, New York, June 25, 1842, and 
is the youngest of eight children of Janes and Annie (Duncan) Sturdevant, 
Her father was a farmer, born in the state of Connecticut, and passed his early 
life m Massachusetis, and middle and later life in New York state—Steuben 
county—-where he was anioug the early settlers, Belle Sturdevant grew up ip 
her mitive state and was married in 1866 in South Adame, Massachuectts, tu 
Thomas MeMillan, In 1867 Mrs. McMillan accompanied her husband west- 
ward auc resided temporarily im the state of New York, coming thence to Kan- 
sas in 1870, and settling their quarter section of wild prairie in Wilson county, 
Kansas. ‘The family caine by rail to Fort Scott, taking as a claim the south- 
wast, qnarter of section 14, township 28, range 16—which was then vacant. 
From Eounholdt, this lust place, they proceeded by stage to their final destina- 
tion, reaching their new home in the month of April, 1870. In preparing for 
flie uctual business of the time they exchanged work, put up hay, and so on, 
and & cow was purchased to support the family. and when this money was laid 
aut and the gre prepared for habitation the bottom of the “strong-box” was 
in plain sight. This condition in a now country, now, would bring on a case of 
indie sition of a deep blue color, and perhaps heart failure, to the average sct- 
flor, brut it simply served to hrace the nerve of the brave and hardy subject of 
our sketch and properly season her for ihe trials and embarrassments of a 
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more serious nature which were yet to come. Mrs. MeMillan did her house 
work and also made @ hand in the field, She drove the oxen to the wagon while 
her husband held the plow, she helped make the hay and gather the grain; she 
milked the cows and supplied the family table largely from the sale of her 
butter and eggs. When she became the head of the household she gave all 
orders governing the farm and the home and helped execute them herself; and 
it was well done. It was easy to “get on” after the start was made and it was 
while “getting a start” that the interesting history of our pioneers was made. 
A well improved farm of two hundred and forty aeres, unlimited credit and an 
enviable position as a neighbor citizen summarizes the achievements of 
Mrs. MeMillan and establish her as a character in the settlement of her muni- 
eipality, 





MRS. BELLE J. McMILLAN. 


During the first years of the seventies homes in Pleasant Valley township 
were widely scattered and there were few landmarks bnt hills by whieh travel 
was expedited. Having a brother, Samuel Sturdevant, somewhere upon his 
claim in the township she decided to search him out. Without knowing the 
direction she set out on a neighbor's horse with bahy on her lap and rode 
two days, covering Cedar township and returning home to learn that she was 
within two and one-half miles of his claim at the start. Mrs. McMillan has 
had nine children, six of whom are now living, these being Annie, John, a far- 








IMISTOURY OF WLELAON CONN'TY, KANSAS, 795 


mer in Oklahoma; Jame and George, in the new country of Canada; Thomas 
D., of Oklahoma, and Charles, who is warvied and resides ou a farm adjoining 
the paternal home. Those deevased are Robert and Edward and one that died 
in infancy. 


GILMAN D, SMITH—In 181 there settled in Pleasant Valley town- 
ship, Wilson county, three brothers whose connection with the county’s indus- 
trial alfairs has remained unbroken for « third of a century and whose lives 
have been that of honorable, patriotic umd industrious citizens. The personnel 
of this worthy trio were Gilman 1)., George O., und Einery W, Smnith, the firat 
And last of whom we make somewhat extendad mention of iv this volume. They 
were sons of Beth Sonth wid Catherine Tuttle whose origin and life work and 
a record of whose posterity appears in the sketch of Emery W. Smith above 
men tioned, 

Gilman TD, Sinith wae born in Warren county, Ulinois, May 21, 1845, 
where his youth wad early manhood were passed. Oe waa yet a echool bay 
when the ¢ivil war burst npon the country but despite his youth he enlisted in 
Company BP, 17th Mlinois volunteer infantry, Col. Leonard FP. Roas, and was 
attioward transferred to Company Lath infantry of the sume state. His regi- 
tawet opermted with the troops along the Mississippi river where the chief en- 
favements were those of Vicksburg, Mobile and New Orleans. During his 
serview Mr. Smuth wae prostrated with a sunstroke and was confined to the hoe- 
pital in Viekeburg for a period of six months. Ul was flischarged at the ex- 
piration of the term of his serviee, September 11, 1865, at New Orleans, Lonis- 
lana, having server! from the lst day of September, 1802, anf having seen 
and experieng™! much of the fiercest serviee of the war, 

From the close of the war till nis departure for Kansas in 1866 Mr, Smith 
was employed asa clerk in a general store in Monmouth, Tllinvis. Coming ta 
Kansas he settled in Bourbon county where he was engaged in farming till lie 
advent to Wilson county in 1809. He entered lund of the government, the 
northwest quarter of section 35, township 28, range 16, und erected a shanty 
ten feet square which houeed his family till better daye. With » small sum of 
money and his old gray mare he began the work of building a home. He 
hired lis breaking done hy a system of “working back’ and traded work an 
every occasion that would revert to his advantage until he was able to arrange 
for a team. In 1871 he bought one on time, ayvreeing to pay $800 for it, and 
the same year he took a young wife with a large capacity for work and they 
both, together, worked themeelves out of debt and into a position where lomes- 
tic improvement began to show itaelf plainly. Wenees and shade treee were 
grown, barns aud granaries were built and # commodious two story residence 
took the place of the pioneer’s hut and now their farm of fwo hundred acres is 
ane of the conspicuous places in the valley where it is sittated. 

On the 16th of November, 1871, Mr. Smith married Mary A. Powers, a 
danghter of Daniel and Lucy ( Cormack ) Powers who died when Mrs. Smith 
was sioall and left a family of twelve children. Mrs. Smith passed her young 
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life among the family neighbors, living with one then with another, and so on, 
till len vears of age when she was taken into the family of the good Dr. Green- 
ing, of Bourbon county, Kansas, with whom she remaimed till her marriage to 
Mr, Smith. Five children have bwen born to their mmion, viz., Charlotte, wife 
of Grant Brown, of Chanute, Kansas; Charles V., a Wilson county farmer: 
Alfred L.., of Springtield, Misaourt; William A, und Katie P.. vet with the 
family home. 

Gilman D, Smith laws done a good citizen's duty toward his townehip in 
a political way. Tle cluinis no distinction for extraordinary public service and 
manifests ne special pride in the facet that he filled the ehief office of the town- 
chip tan terme, yet lis inenumbeney of it shows him to have heen able and ecom- 
peter! and possessed of a disposition to assume his share of the publia res 
ponsibilities when the peaple baye required it. He hae had an abiding faith in 
the efficteney of Republicanism for thirty-ive years and he is eredited with 
leadership in purty matters in his townshtp. 


WILLIAM JT. WLILMOTII—W ithowt apology for the assertion and with- 
oot fear of suevessful contradiction we introduce in this article the cenbral 
fivure of Pleasant Valley township. Wilson county, the pioneer and suecesstul 
stock-tiin. Williain P. Wilmoth, While his settlement in this eownty is hardly 
of (he daration thal would justify the application of “pioneer” vet his rest- 
denee in the state is aiuple to fix him with that class of settlers, the inportanee 
of whieh will be tore Corembly realized with the lapse of time. 

Williain P. Wilmoth is a native of Barbour connty, West Virginia, born 
January 20, 1852. this parents, Absolom and Rebeeca (Bowman) Wilmoth, 
were reared and married in that county and there died at an advanced age. 
Of their ten children he was the seventh bieth and was a youth of fifteen years 
when he left home. Taving to provide for himself, in a measure. at so carly 
an age his opportunities for mental training for the duties of life were most 
limited. especially as he was on the frontier, He came to Kausas with two 
older brothers. A. B. and 8. B. Wilmoth, whe stepped in Allen county and took 
vlanus ther: in Is67. His labor was the only enpital he had and he die 
pense it whenever oveasion offered. Farm work was his choice from necessity 
and whim he reached his majority he engaged im it on his own account, At 
iwenty-seven years of age we find him with a small amount of money aceuniu- 
lnted and with it he come to Wilson county and made a payment on an eighty 
of Iand in Pleasant Valley township. ‘Uhis move identified him with Wilson 
eounty and wae in fact the beyanning of his career as a farmer and stock dealer 
af this vonnty. Like most of his nssociales of an earlier day he began on very 
limited menns, but the invinerble spirit of the man eounted for more thar his 
personal effects, He had an ox team or two and with them he did all the early 
work of farin inprovement and cultivation. 

‘They were counted not only as his teams bit were the nnclous to his start 
in the cattle business also, Tn this latter his success has been most marled 
and his record as a grower and dealer ploces him in the foreground of cattle 
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mem in the county. ‘The story of hie rise, to inelude all the incidents which 
might more fully characterize the man, would be a long one and not neces- 
aarily the provinee of this notice to reveal, Whatever he seems to have touched 
hired profitably to hiv aecount and with these profits he enlarged and extended 
ns dominions till un estate of cight hundred weres in ene of the numerous 
fertile valleys of his township darks his achievement in his dual calling of 
stock muita mid farmer, For the part fifteen years a yearly average of sever 
Dindred diend of fad cattle have been marketed from his farm making a grand 
total of nore than ten thousand head made ready for the “block” on his little 
kingdom six miles northwnel of Altoona. 

While Mr. Wilmoth lite always been devoted ta his own interests he hae 
nol failed to dimonetrate lie humanity ta men. Society is enewmbered with 
twiforhimate poor in every commumty who must be befriended or suffer atfic- 
lin from honger ec fren the elements without, One incident in this cannec- 
tion oecurred diring the “lean period” of our subjects life in Pleasant Valley 
which illustrates tithy the real character of the man, A neighhor was in sore 
need—nobably having lost hie shanty by fire—and Mr. Wilmoth, baving a 
little money left whieh he haw provided for the maintenance of his own family, 
loaned Iie neighbor what wae required and thus “strapped”? himself to the ond 
that Steve Preemen’s fanuly might not suffer. Later an when his own ootfer- 
mill beewme ompty and there was no money to buy more the situation then 
presented itself with all ite serions conaequenmes Tle decided to ask for credit 
ut hie trading port and when he did sa was embarrassed with the reply that 
“ho new aducomite would he opened” Notwithetanding he was to be repatd 
When the object of his wenorosity should reach a certain favorable condition our 
eubject never received from “Steve” Freeman a enbetantial intimation that bie 
kindness had been appreciated. 

On Ootoher 5. 1878, Mor Wilmoth married Eliza Wilson, a daughter of 
Bird and Mary Wilson, of Macon county, Missanri, where Mrs, Wilmoth wae 
horn Mareh 1, 1852. Three children have been the iseue of this marriage, 
mmely: William A. prominently engaged in the stock business in Wilson 
wounty: Amme, wife of 1. Lo Whitson, of Ploasant Valley, and John W., who 
is with his father on the home farm. 

In his duty to the state Mr. Wilmoth has not heen derelict. His positions 
on liye political questions haye always been well known and ihaiestond aii 
while polities hae had no especial part in his business he hae counted it his duty 
to exercise his suffrage right and to aid in the choice of our publis servants, 


LEWIS C, REBECE—He whose name initivtes thia review ia tightly 
reckoned with the pioncere of Pleasant Valley township, Wilson county. The 
farm which he selected was owned by the great and good friend of all, “Unele 
Sam.” and it was eceupied by coyotes, jack-rabbits and serpents which then had 
wudigputed possession of nearly all the land in the beantifnl and fertile valley, 
Tle built his little shanty on a part of section 22, housed his wile and three 
children in it and prepared then to spend the first summer alone; the bleakest, 
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(Lreariest and longest summer of then all. Returning to eastern Kansas him- 
aulf Mr. Reece spent bis first soimmer in the west farming in Bourbon county 
where he raised & bountiful erop of wheat und other cereals which sustained 
his honeehold while his own chim was being reduced and prepared for eulti- 
vation. Being veunited with his family in the autumn the weary monotony of 
lonrsomencves Was broken and the first evidence of domestic contentment in the 
west visited ther home, Lt was not an unusual circumstance to see a eom- 
munity settled by a little band or colony of emigrants from the same point, 
during plonecr days, and of such a baad was Mor. Reeew a member. In his eom- 
pany were the well known settlers, George N, Dewey, Henry Carver and Emery 
W. and Gilman D, Smith, These all reared families in the county and the 
secunid and third yenerations constitute an iuvportant part of its population, 

Lewis C. Recew came to Kansas from Delaware county, Didinna, where 
he came to maturity from a boy of seven years. Te was born in Bedford 
cotnty, Pennsylyania, Jone 25, 1836, and was a sou of Joho N. and Catherine 
(Myers) Reeve, and Uw second of fourteen children. The father was born 
in 1809 and is still living in Delaware connty, while the mother passed away in 
188?, Our subject acquired a good common school education while growing 
up and had passed well inte the experimental stave of life when he enlisted for 
tho closing ucts of the rebellion. Te joined Company BE, 147th Trdiana. volun- 
tury infantry, February 3, 1864, and was discharged August 4th of the same 
year when the great volunteer army melted uway at the close of the war, He 
went buek to the farm and was wn Indiana farmer till the spring of 1569 when 
he brought his effects to Wansus and on the Sth of March became a settler of 
Wilson county. The presence of a married sisivr in Bourbon county served, 
partly, to attract him te Kansas wand it was his brother-in-law’s farm in that 
eounty that he cultivated so successfully lis first season in this state. 

April 7, 1861, Mr. Reece warrial Nanev EB. Hiatt, whose father, Amos 
Hiatt, married Suewn Dillon wand reared a family of fourteen children. Five 
of their eons were Tnuiana soldiers in the Rebellion and one, Henry, wag killed 
by bush-whackinw secessionists while in the service. Mrs. Reeve was born in 
Ohio—the native state of her parents—April 21, 1841. She ts the mother of 
Tour children, as /ollows: Susan, widuw of Fred Dudgeon, residing in Pleasant 
Valloy township: Dora, wite of Fremont Duncan, of Delaware county, Indiana ; 
i N., of Pleasant valley: and Mrs. Alberta Stone, widow of the late Fred 

tone, 

Mr. Reece, in polities, cust hie first presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln 
and is still in the ranks of the Republican party. His life record hae not been 
made as a politician brit as a farmer and worthy citizen and it te as such that 
we commend him to the fayor of posterity, 


ARCHER M. BEATY—Oge of the original settlers of Pleasant Valley 
township, Wilson county, and a gentleman who has been identified with the 
county's development for more than thirty years is A, M. Beaty, of this re 
view. He is lyy nature and training a farmer, his grand ancestors, both paternal 
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tnd inaterial, having been tillers of the soil and to a degree successful for theur 
times. Mr. Beaty was beri in McLean county, Iilinois, September 4, 1847, 
foil isa son of J. W. Beaty and Sarah (Martin) Beaty, pioneers of the prairie 
sfale, The latter settled in MeLean county as emigrants from Ohio and dur- 
ing the Rebellion the father was o soldier in Company F, 99th Dlinois volun- 
teer infantry. Soon after the war the parents brought their family to Kan- 
sas und settled in Miami county where the father dicd in 1900 and the mother 
in 18—. They reared a family of four children. 

The subject of this sketeh was educated rurally and readily took up the 
culling of his fathers, the work of the farm. December 2. 1872. he married 
Mary C. Pyle. oldest daughter of James KX, and Mary (Livingston) Pyle. Mes. 
Beaty was born in ————, Mry —, 1850. Mr. and Mrs. Beaty came at 
once to Wilson oounty—after inarryiig—and settled apon a tract of prairie 
land, where their life began and where it has continned well on toward a third 
of a century, They have reared (wo children, a daughter and a son, as fol- 
lows: Minnie P., wife of Andrew J. Green, a young farmer of Wilson county, 
and Charles A., of Custer county, Oklahoma, 

Areher M. Beaty’s life has not been one of vast aveumnulation but it lms 
heen one of usefulness and success, nevertheless, He and his honored coin- 
pamion have reared their family to lives of usefulness and sobriety and have 
contribited modestly to the domestic development of their community, Moar. 
Boaty is a Repabliewn aud believes in the vRicieney of that system tut he is 
mwiere Loterested in achievements on the farm than in pulitical campaigns. 


JOSEPH EF. TAY LOR—The FE. Taylor Brothers’ Co-operative Aseocia- 
tion Of farmers and stockraisers, of Lafontaine, Wilson county, 1s one of the 
high class enterprises to which it is the pride of the county to acknowledge 
and is composed of father and five sons each of whose nome contains the im- 
itial letter “Ki. The objeet of the association is the promotion of the blooded 
cattle industry. and that along socialistic lines to the ultimate good of ats 
members, Ibis aimed wt a practical test of the doctrines of Socialism in which 
its members have the utmost faith and eonfidence and its snvecess is a daily 
Jemmonstration to our eubject of the practicability of the conduet of the affairs 
of government on the sime plan, | . 

Joseph 1. Tavlor hus, for more than thirty years, shaped bis own deetiny 
in Wilson county. Wo settled in Palleyrand township in April, 1870, and en- 
tered a tract from the government for whieh he holds a patent. This claim 
formed the nucleus about whieh other tracte and farms were guthered in the 
passege of years until the domain of the colony aggregates four hundred and 
sixty weres—a raneh—and an accunolation in which its members manifest 
# just and pardonable pride. Industry and wise management have been the 
cniding features of onr subject's efforts, as they must be m the satisfactory and 
sucecssful demonstration of any principle of political economy and without 
which disorder and ehaos reign supreme. 
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The state of Kentucky and Adair count) was the birthplawe of Mr, Taylor 
td his vatel day was June 24, 1845. Tle was an son of Simon P. and Surah 
(MeClain) Taylor, farmers and industrious country people of Adair county, 
Kentneky, the family on his father’s side coming from Virginian. While 
Joseph I. was at home doing the work required of a dutiful son he attended 
Zion academy in his native commty and vouipleted a course of instruction in 
that time-honored institution, He left his native state in 1875 and came two 
Kansas to prosper for a location. After satisfying Limself as to the country 
he returned home and bexan preparation for his removal hither, whieh oceurred 
in the spring of T8700. Since Uhat date Wilson county has known and felt, in a 
miodest andl unpretentious way, the influence of his presener, In humble 
clrenmetances of his ateival the pathwayleading to indepyndence and, finally, 
alttience has been strewn with ite ehare of thistles as well a= flowers and the 
dscent war gained only by a cletermined and tireless effort. Of late years the 
principle of Seciahem has become a fascination with him and his sincerity in 
the lelief has led him te lest its virtues in bis own household as above indivated. 

Mr. ‘Taylor was nirried December 17, 1868, to Miss Lizzie Strange, a 
danuhter of Louis Strange, a Neulucky farmer, Nine elildron have heen born 
of this anion, as follows: Dakota M., wile of Milton Butts, was born in Oc- 
tober, L869, and wae married April 17, 1585; Emmet 0., born March 18, 1872, 
married Laura Hill in October, 1900, and is a suceeseful farmer of Wilson 
eounty; Rdwin G., born August 17, i874, is alse a partner in the Association, 
attended colleve at Great Bend. Kansas, and is one of the successful teachers 
of Wilson county; Eugene S., born February 25, L877, was murried in Septem- 
ber, 1900 to Avnes Zachery and ts on a firm adjoining his father: Alda, born 
June 24, ISTH, 2 a efficient teacher in the home distriet; Erie L., born April 
10, T8861, is a young teacher of Wilson county; Nthridge .J., born June 25, 1884, 
is a valuable adjunct to the family home; Alvada, born October 17, 1886, and 
Lona V., both promising school girls. graew the family home. 

In polities, independent Semalist. He began more thin ten years agu 
to wive attention to the doctrine aod for six years he has given particular at- 
lention to the doctrine wid believes it is practicable in general government, Te 
hes held the office of township treasurer and other soall olfices. 

The Taylor herd of graded Hereford cattle is one of the best in the state, 
Ite development has been conducted with an eve to ils greatest purity anil 
finest pattern and ifs owners spare no effort to maintain it the chiefest_of the 
chief of the Hereford blood. 


HANCB MOORE—One of the successful farmers and substantial young 
men of Wilson county is Hance Moore of Pleasant Valley township, the sub- 
joot of this uotice. He is an old Kansun, haying come to the state with his 
parents in 860, and spent his childhood and youth in Franklin county. He 
was born in Orange county, Indiana, March 22, 1860, and was a son of Solomon 
and Jane (Wilson) Moore, the youngest of six children, The parents were 
born in Orange county, Indiana, also, where the father was prominent as a 
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farmer till his removal to Kansas, Dhuring the Civil war he was a soldier in 
Company Gi, 49th Indiana volunteer infantry, enlisted for three years but dis- 
charged for disability the second year of his service. He died in Wilson county 
in February, 1898, at the age of seventy-six years, while his wife died in 1872. 
They were among the well known settlers of Franklin county, where the sub- 
jeet of this sketeh was roared and liberally educated. 

Hance Moore came to Wilson county with his father in 1881, when just 
of age, and they purchased a tract of land together in Pleasant Valley township. 
He engaged at once in the oceupation of his life and suceess came to him in 
proportion to the great industry he possessed, Te has inereased his farm. te 
three Nundred aeres in aren, well stocked, substantially improved and with 
fertility unsurpassed on thi prairies of Kausae. 

January ld, 1884. he was married in Neosho county, Kansas, with Anna 
Wollington, a daughter of Alam and Elizabeth (Bixler) Wolfington. The 
Wolfingtons came to Kansas trom Orange county. Indiana, where Mre. Moore 
was born on the 24th of November, 1862. Their advent lo Neveho county 
dates from the year 1880 but aome time later they settled in Wilson cousity. 
Mrs. Moore is one of six ehildren and is, herself the mother of three children, 
a ee > Bernice M., a graduate of the Buffalo high school; Merril T., und 

art I. 


WILLIAM SIARPE—It is with satisfaction that we ute permitted to 
record in this article the life of one who las been 20 prominently connected 
with the agricaltural interests of Wilson county and whose carly settlement in 
Pleasant Valley township places him in the list of prairie pioneers, [th wae in 
July, 1870. (hat William Slurpe came to Wilson county and entered a part of 
the public domain preparatory to the career which awaited him ag a home- 
miilder in the wilds of “Sunny Kansas.” Ho was u settler from Indiana but 
came to this stale by way of Ringold county, lowa, whither he went about the 
close of the Civil war. 

Mr, Sharpe was born in Hendricks county, Indiana, August 26, 1842, His 
father was William Sharpe and his mother, before marriage, Sarah Harmon, 
both of whont werv native of Kast ‘Tonnessee.. The parents moved to Central 
Indiana about 1836 where they died ten years later leaving a family of six 
children, the youngesl of whoin was the subject of this sketch, then in his 
third year, Bereft of parental guides at so tender an age William Sharpe 
enjoyed but few of those ndvantages and pleasures proper to childhood, and 
vrew up to manhood with the stern responsibilities of life most deeply im- 
pressed upon his wind; for these were taught him not by precept but by actual 
experience in his own carcer, His education was necessarily much neglected, 
but as he found an abiding place in the home of 4 neighbor of the Sharpe 
family, Benjamin Pickett, so im the poblie schools of the community he re- 
ceived the rndiments of a common English education. He entered the Union 
army duly 22, 1862, enlisting in Company C, 17th Indiana yolunteer infantry, 
commanded by ux-President Benjamin Harrison, with which he saw three years 
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of hard service, The 17th Indiana was organized in August, 1862, and pro- 
deeded at once to Kentucky which was then common battle ground between 
the contending forces of the Cuion and Confederuey, After spending a little 
better than a year in Kentucky aod ‘Teunessee in a sort of miseellavous servica, 
meade up of guard duty, chasing buehwhackers, intereepting the enemy's sup- 
plies and alfording protection to the loyal people of that seetion, it entered the 
Atlanta campaign in the spring of 1864 and from that tome on Wl the elose 
of the war did ite fall share towards crushing the rebellion and was not excelled 
by any regiment in the gallantry displived and look rank with those sustaining 
Lhe heaviest Joesee. At the battle of Resaca, Georgio, its casualties amounted 
in Jeilled wad wounded to 122 wen, being a third more than that of any other 
regiment in that engavement. and not a man was reported missing. [ta total 
death lose during the term of ite servie® woe 20%, nearly half of whom were 
killa) outright on the battle: field. “Pie regiment termed part of the First 
brigade, Third division of the Twentieth army corps cormmauded by fighting 
dow Hooker, and was among the restless and aloopless not only on the Atlanty 
Gimpaien bot in the mareh to the sea and the caynpalen through the Carolinas. 
closing Ws survies with the engagement= of Ayversherongh and Bentonville, 
North Carolina, With the exeeption of a few manths spent in the hospital at 
(rallatin, Tonnessee, where he was down with the fever, Mr. Sharpe was with 
his regiment from the date of Tis enlistment Ul the elose ef hostilities, re 
eelving tie discharge June 8, 1805, He was engaged m eleven bard fought 
hattles, naniely; UWusselville. Kentucky; Resaea, Georgia; Cassville, Geargias 
New iLope chieh, Georgia; Lost Mouiutain, Georgia; Bentonville, North Carn- 
inal Ponpkin Vine ercek, Georgia: Kennesaw mountain, Georgia; Savannah, 
Gicorgins Avershorough, North Carolina, 

The war over Mr. Sharpe returned to the farm aod alter residing a short 
Lime in Indiana went to Ringold county. Lowa, where on the 16th day of Sep- 
tember, TS60, he tiarried Mie Sarah BR. MeAnineh, who was born in Hen- 
dricks county, Undine, and was a daughter of Joseph and Hlizabeth MeAn- 
inch, who moved from Kentneky, their native state, to (ndiana thener tu 
lows about 1860. Me. Sharpe anoved from Tews to Kansas, as slated, in July. 
TATU, ut which time be boenme ow resident of Pleasant Valley township, Wilson 
county, where he lus lived for the past Uhirty-two years, The first years of his 
experience in Kurisas almost pursondad him that (he state was not intended for 
the lwbitation of man, Settlers were everywhere struggling for the bare 
necessities of life, and in epite of their best efforts starvaGon often seem in- 
‘vituhlo, The season of 1874 was particularly dark and liopeless. ‘The droanth 
cuined the crops and there was scarcely anything left to sustain life, In the 
spring of 875 Ue wrowied was vet dry and plowed up in greal chunks oceasion- 
all vy rolling back in the furrow on the bare ankles of the plowman as he trudged 
on ine half-hearted and dazed surt of way. One day when the outlook was the 
vloomiest, weak from want of food and blue beyond consolation Mr. Sharpe 
‘turned ont” and laid the situation before hie wife; the family hunary, siek 
amd with w failure the previous year and the prospects of a woree one to follow, 
his case seemed about as hopeless as it could well be: amd he was, as he ex- 
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presses it, “Tully ready to take the haek track.” While in this dilemma daying 
on the floor at the hour of midnight with sleopless eyes it began pouring down 
rain; morning ane, our hairts toade glad to sec old mother earth had taken on 
i new appearano®. The ground was pit in line condition, the planting of the 
erop was finished and while the yield wus not bountifwl there was sullicient Lo 
keep the woll from the door, and stveveding years brought betler returns. 
When the carly settlers felt the first Loueh of prosperity if was an expericnee 
nover to be lorgatten. They had lived so long on hardships wid had become 
se dveustomed to some form of clestitution that ib seaned alniost an enewn- 
branee to have a surplus of anything. Lb was forbunute thal the change eame 
du gradoally for they were thereby winbled 1o adjust themselves do it wud thus 
be prepared for the stiecess to follow. 

Mr. Sharpe not only japroved his honwatead Int as hit means would al- 
low howght other land whieh he improved vntil at one time he owned over 
six hundred acres a good part of whieh he put in ealtivation thus doing his 
lull share toward the development of the country and not buying and holding 
the Jan simply for the benefit of tha rine in value, As his childran came of 
dge he settled each one on a farm or expended the equivalent in ediwonting: thom 
wd thie securing (hem a start in life, until Ine holdings ar new cut down by» 
three himedred aod twenty aerea in which is inchudw! the original homestend 
ve Which with its improvenients atural attractivences and wealth of artifiei) 
vrowth is one of the choiee spots tn Pleasant Vullev iownship aod in foet of 
Wilson county, Mr Sharpe built aeainst the south side of a mound which 
tises more than a lwadred feet ubove the surronuding country sloping gracdual- 
ly to the south, thoe alfording a hewutiful building aite and one upon whieh he 
has inproved with rare skill and judgment, His house stands back from the 
public highway a distance of dwo lunidred yards and the lawn is covered with 
fine wrowth of cedar, pinv, catalpa, maple, poplar and tulip trees besides 
tmueh ehrubbery and an abundance of vlanta and foweres, There is more than 
un aere OF lawn and joining i immediately on the oust ia a maple grove of 
about an acre, waking a choice bit of scenery and one of the noted piemeine 
places of Pleneant Valley towoship. Mr. Sharpe bas been a very baey man 
and (le evidences of his aetivily ave visible on every hand at his farm. He was 
formerly a heavy cattle feeder and shipper baying of thu surplas stork and 
wrait in tis locality whieh he turned to wood account in his own business while 
he made a market for these products near the doors of his neizhhors, For some 
ime past, however, he has practically retired aud contents himerlf? now with 
exerleing only o general supervision over hie place which he rents out, living 
off the proces. On another page will be even a ent of Mr. Sharpe's residence 
with himself and wife und youngest aon, Bert, i the foreground of whieh said 
ont poorly represents the beauty and grandeur of hit home. 

ly February, LS82, Mr. Shurpe lost bis first wife, she having borne him 
two sons and two daughters all of whoni are grown, married and settled to 
thomecelves. Vis eldest son, Alvan V.. is a lawyer of Lawrence, Kansas, his 
second, Orlan D,, a physician of Neodesha, Kansas, the eldest daughter, Minnie 
the wife of Rev, W. R. Newman, of Neodesha, Kansas, and the youngest, Etta 
B., the wife of Bnoch Wigeans, a farmer of Wilson county, Kansas, 
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October 30, 1885, Mr. Sharpe married Mrs. Cornelia A, Starr, widow of 
Philip Starr and daughter of Abram and Tarbara Long, mention of whom up- 
pears elsewhere in this volume. Mre, Cornelia A, Sharpe first married Philip 
Starr in LA58 in Vermillion eounty, Mlineis. He died in 1867 and the issue 
of this union was two daughters and two sons: Catherine E., now the wife 
af S. A. Saath, Wilkon county, Kansas; Emily .., who married Lowry Carter, 
new in Colorado: Janes W. Starr, a farmer of Edmond, Oklahoma, and 
Pivlip A., a minister of the Christian or Diseiple ehurch, residing near Bots- 
ford, Oklahoma. ‘T'wo years after the death of her husband she accompanied 
her futher and fanvily to Wilson counter, Kansas. In 1870 she was married to 
vuatolf Olson andl to them was born a daughter, Christina M., now the wife 
of J. M. Gearge, of the Chickasaw Nation, She and Mr. Olson separated im 
January, 1872. Tho isene of the last toarriage is one son, Bertram Gresham 
Sharpe, whe i stil) with his paroyts, 


SAMUEL D. ISENBURG—The subject of thie sketch was a genaleman 
Well anil faverably known thravghout Mleasant Valley township and yiemity 
in Wilson county and his late homme wis one of the ecarly-settled places on 
that beautiful prairie, Since the year 1876 his tame has been famihar to the 
Pioneers of the praime of eastern Wilson county and the sixteen years that he 
wae with us were years af industry and perseverance to the end that his late 
homestead is one of the attractive and destrable spots on the face of the town- 
ships. 

Sainuwel D, Tsenburg was Worn in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, Febru- 
ary 16, 1836. and war a con of Samuel Tsenburg, Sr., who married Sarah 
Downing. ‘here were five children born as a result of this marriage of whieh 
number our subject was the fourth, He grew up on a farm in Peoria county, 
Hlinois, to which state hie pareats reneved when he was fifteen years old and 
where, in the country schools, he neyquired his lnoited education, In February, 
1864. he enlisted for the war in Company B, 7th Dlinois yolunteer infantry, 
inarched with Sherman to the sea, and was discharged on the 30th of June, 
1865, o n account of the elose of hostilities. In the month of March, 1861, he 
trio Miss Sarah Carr, of Peoria county, Illinois. Mrs, Isenburg’s father 
was William Carr and her mother war Miss Nancy Fancett, and their marriage 
was productive Of nine children, of whom Sarah was the oldest. Of the five 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Isenhirg one, only. survives and is Charles Isenburg, 
with the Santa Fe Railroad company at Newton, Kansas, Mr. Isenburg 
lroowhk his family and few effects to Kansie in the spring of LS76 and settled 
thirteen iniles southwest of Chanote where they immediately began the pre- 
paration of a home. In 1879 he met wilh the loss of his wife and in the month 
af June, 1880, he was again married; this time to Miss Naney If, Dickey, the 
danghter of Andrew and Elizabeth (Rogzell) Dickey, and a lady of refine- 
ment and intelligence. She was born April 9, 1855, and is the eighth of nine 
children in family. Mrs Naney Isenburg here her husband five children, viz: 
Currie M., wife of L, R. Russell, a young and snecessful farmer of Wilson 
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county; and Holsa, deceased, and Benjamin 8, the latter, allhough perma- 
nently crippled, is in a great measure the hope and mainstay of the widowed 
mother. Two others died in infuney. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Isenburg labored! together and in mutual eneouragement 
for twelve years when, on April 28, 189%, he died, in the heigth of his noigh- 
borly popularity and in the zenith of his industrial achievements. He was 
noted especially for his avystem and method in deing his work and for the neat- 
ness and permanence of his improvements on the farm, He was a prominent 
factor in the domestic affairs of his township and eounty and as a man of thirft 
am! fmaneéial independence he was rarely surpassed in his community. 

Andrew Dickey, Mra, Ixenburg’s father, pioneered from Kentucky 7 
Macon county, Illinois, where he resided till 1869, when he came to Jasper 
county, Missouri, and romaimed two years, coming thence ta Wilson county, 
Kansas In this county he made his settlement in Clifton township upon the 
quarter saon now the townsite of Ttoper where he died im L888. His wite 
died i 1891, Their only son, William Dickey, enlisted in the 116th Dlinois 
vegiment in 1862 and wae kalled in the little of Atlanta in July, 1864. 

For the past ten yeare Mra. Tenbury. with the help of her children, has 
sutevssfully condocted the affairs of their farm, doing ao in conformity with 
the high pline of agrarian activity established by ber late lamented husband 
Nutorally ambitious and intensely industrious she has maintained the prra- 
tive of the family name woud it is, yet. one of the first in importance to be men- 
tioned in Pleasant Valley township. 


JUNIUS H, ALEXNANDER—The subject of this inemoir, the late J. HL. 
Alexander, was one of the pioneers and worthy and substantial eitizens of 
Wilson county. He settled in Pleasant Valley township in 1870 and took up a 
quarter section of the public domain which he patented and substantially tm- 
proyed. While his home wae maintuined on his farm anc his domestic interests 
all there, yet he war engaged in a work which necessitated almost a continuous 
abeuence from home wml which bronght him, in the end. a erown of glory for 
his reward, 

Rev. Alexander was a native of Giaaves county, Kentucky, and was bor 
on the 7th of Felroary, 1839. His father was James Alexander and his 
wether Amelia Konn, of whose family of nine children he was the sixth birth. 
Juniue yrew to manhonl in the connuonity where he was born and was pri- 
wariy educated in the common schools, and in college at Padueah, Kentnelcy- 
Tis conversion to the christian religion oveearred in bayhood, He had long 
cherished the dlesiry to water religious work in some capacity and about 1871. 
he decided te enter the ministry and devote his time and talents to evangelistic 
work. Tle was of the Crouberland Presbyterian faith and was ordained by that 
church about 1R72. He engaged in the work with a yearning heart for a work 
that needed the gospel aud for the imregenerated on every aide. THe heeame 
a power in revival work and was known all over southeash Kansas, where he 
iid elective work, and wns in the harness, sq to speal, for more than a quarter 
of a century, or nntil his death which occurred in the month of January, 1898. 
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duly 1, 1875, Rev, Alexander mmrried, in Minmi county, Kansas, Miss 
Martha Beaty, who wae born in Melwin county, Hlimois, May 11, 1858. Mra. 
Alexander was a daughter of J, W. Beaty, who muerried Miss Sarak: Martin 
and was the father of feur ehillren. The sarviving heirs of Rev, and Mrs, 
Alexander are: James, a young farmer of Wilson county; Homer, a success- 
ful teacher in the public schools; William, Pant aod Cora, still with the par- 
ental lotie. 

Rey, Junius Alexander was one of the good men of Wilson county, Te 
dealt with the hearts of men and wdded his mite to the regeneration and puri- 
fieation of the world. He was a student of men as well as of books and in his 
serinuds possessed] a pecitiar power in winning them und converting them to 
the Word. THe wie domvetic tn hie habits, genial, sociable and companionable 
He touk no part in polities, suve to vote the Republican ticket and when his 
life went out the sympathy of an appreeirve community and the condalence of 
au wide cirele of friends were rested with lie atrieken household. 


ALEXAN DET PUGH—The subject of this brie! record hus been identi- 
fied with the weet for the past forty-five years, or sine 18457 when he went to 
Texas and was w resident of the state until La63 when he cast lis future with 
Kansas, Lndewl, it might be olaimed that he has grown up with the weet for 
his parents came from the cast to Daviess county, Missouri, when he was but, 
live years ald and if environment can effect one’s tnclinations and sentiment 
he is truly a western man, 

Mr. Pugh was born in Cook oounty, Ternussee, Mareh 8, 1834. Dis par- 
ents were Samuel W. and Mlizabeth (Mason) Pugh whe had thirteen children 
of whieh family our subject was the first borm Samuel W. Pugh was born i 
Virginia in 1814 and went to Vonnessee with his father and mother when 4 
boy and settlod in Cook county where he married, abont 1852. His wile was 
horn in Cook county, Tennessee, in 1812 and accompanied her hushand to 
Daviess county, Missonri, where they beth passed away. While Alexander 
Pugh was in Texas he was employed on a cow ranch and left the state largely 
to vscape service in the Confederate army. He loeatiw in Linn county, on com- 
ug lo Kansas, and stopped near a trading-post. There he worked about from 
place to place ds an opportunity offered till 1870 when he became a pioneer of 
the prairies of Wilson county, settling in Pleasant Valley township. He pur- 
chased the right of a settler to a claim and deeded the property himaell from 
the government; which farm hae since been his home. 

Mr. Pugh has been thrice married. Tis first wife was Miss Sarali Smith, 
a daughter of Benjamin and Susin Smith; hia eecond wife was Charity, a 
daughter of Benjamin Bartness, and his present wife was Susanna, daughter 
of Willian and Catherine Knauf. The present Mors. Pugh was from Decator 
county, Mlinois, where her parents lived and died, Of his three marriages fif- 
teen children haye been born to Mr. Pogh, vleven of whom survive and are 
stattered through the various states and territories of the United States, 
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Ae a citizen aml gentleman Mr Pugh is widely known in hie county and 
highly regarded. THe has saecoeded in his business atfairs and has brawght up a 
larwe family to become honorable and useful men and women, Tle is well 
known in Republican politics and has filled the office af justice of the peace 
for mere than twenty years. 


MATTHEW H. COXN—The personnel of the farmers of Biifalo bottom 
in Clifton township presents an array of svil-tillers whose suceess is as mariced 
and whose standing is as substantial as are any in the category of Wilson 
county, They are men whose watehword ie mdostry and whose tenacity has 
finally welded them te estates which frequently assume the distinetion of 
modest fortunes. Conspleuous amony this Class and well known as an early 
settler of the voanty, is Matthew WH. Cos of this review, 

Mr. Cox was born i Dubuque connty. lows, April 5, 1855, and is a eon of 
Arthur and Elizabeth (Riee) Cox, both native of Noyland. The parents im- 
inigrated to the United States in 1848 and settled in Dubnqae eounty. Jowa, 
Where they lived till 1867 when they returned to Enyland. termining there 
about three years and enme agai to the United States. During the winter of 
R70 and D871 they visited with friends in Towa and in the spring of 1871 came 
‘lown into Kansas and settled in Wilson connty where Mr, Cox, Sr, hoaghk of 
Sylvester Sperring the northwest quarter of section 26, township 27, range 14, 
improved with low-wabin 12914, 9 catth: pen and about fourteen acres “broke 
mut” The family proceeded at ove with the inprovement and further de- 
velopment of the farm, Tho father woe assisted by his two sons, George and 
Matthew 4H... and between them and (he father most of the homestead wns 
brovught sauder enitivation, As thei menus accumulate the father invested it 
in other lands until, at the time of hie death, they owned some six hundrel 
acrs——the result of their combined offort+ at stock raising and farming. May 
G, 1891, the father died at about seventy-two venrs and his wife survived him 
till July 8, 1808, dyinw at the awe of eighty-one, The six children of this 
worthy couple were Bessie, whe died in 1871; George, whe was until recently 
nw resident of Wilson county: Medina, wile of William Roberts, of Clifton town- 
thip: Jenn, widew of BN, T. Stowart, ow resides mn Wilson county, Tillie, 
wile of John BE. White, of Buffalo, Sansas, ail Matthew FL. 

Matthew A. Cox was educated in the common sehools of Lowa and in the 
scliwls conmmon to the station of his family while they were temporarily se- 
journing in England, Te was married in Wilson county, Kansas. January 
1. LAN, lis wife boing Carrie, a daughter of Samuel and Sarah Spencer, Mrs, 
Cox was born tm Olio, and was bronvht te Wilson couuty, Kansas, in 187%, 
Hor parents now reside in Valdey county. Nebruska, Nine children have come 
to bless the home of Mr. and Mos, Cox, namely: Mose, Polly, Neal, Thomas, 
Grace, Peter, May, Dolly and An, 

As will he seen the life of our subject has been entirely rural and twenty- 
three years of which he haz spanned as a householder show him to haye been 
one af the thrifty and suecessfnl men of his community, Te is the owner of 
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the old homestead aad has accumulated other lands aggregating four hundred 
acres, two bunilred and forty of which isin wultiyation. In 1900 he was elected 
county sonmissioner, Second commissioner cietriet, and is now serving as such 
officer. He is a Republican and his standing at home can best be estimated 
When it is stated that he led hie ticket in his townehip and overeme a Fusion 
Majority in is district, His public acts are a his private life, wholly sincere 
ind Without suspicion or reproach. 


—$__ 


GEORGE FL HOUCGHTON—In the spring af 1869 thore settled among 
the prairiy pionwers of Wilson county the gentleman whose name initiates this 
article. He was « settler from Minnesota and he brought with him the small 
som of $300.00 with whieh to sustain himself while the initial work of opening 
wp his government claim was being done, He entered a tract of land in Pleas- 
ant Valley township and the suceess that he suheeqnently met with enabled him 
i extend hie domains to an area of six hundred acres. For twenty-three years 
he was on active participant in the domestic atfaire of hie township and round- 
of out his career hore with these substantial reenits which mark the suceeseful 
wien. Foe the past ten years he has maintained his residence at Phoenix, Ari- 
“ona, where frat farming is absorbing his interest and consuming his time, 

(ivorge EF’. Houghton is a native of Caledonia county, Vermont, and was 
born August 5, 1834. He wis the oldest af a family of two eons and two 
daughters of Hiram and Cynthia (Danforth) Houghton, His father was a 
blacksmith wot passed his Tite in hie native Vermont. When our subject was a 
young man a! nineteen years he caine west to Sauk eounty, Wisconsin, where, 
asa farm hand, he worked till the civil war was well maugurated. MMe devided 
te enter the army and went to Minnesota where he enlisted in a Minnesota regi- 
ment of cavalry in which he served through the period of the war. The war 
over, he settled in Goodloe county, Minnesota, where he again became a faru 
hand and then a farmer ond resided till his advent to Kansas im 1869. 

February 10, 1855, Mr. Houghton married Mary J. Barber, a daughter 
of Elisha and Fimily (Waterbury) Barber. She was the olilest of three abildren 
and was born May 10, 1885, in St. Lawrences county, New York. Her parents 
ioyed to Sauk county, Wisconsin, in 184d, where her father died two veare 
later. Tler mother passed away ot her home im Pleasant Valley township in 
189? at the age of cighty-seven. Mr. and Mrs. Houghton have six children 
and twenty-two grand-children, ‘Che former are Mrs, Susie M. Long, of Olla- 
homa; George H., an Oklahoma farmer; Edgar F., a mechanic of Stafford, Kan- 
sas: Hattie, wife of John S. Burobfiel, a merchant at Wakita, Oklahoma; Lucy. 
who married Charles KE. VanMeter, a farmer of Neosho county, Kansas; and 
Mabel P,. wife of B. L. Smith, of Wilson county. 

Both before and sinee the absenoe of her husband Mrs. Houghton has 
manifested a becoming interest in the menagement of their affairs, Their 
position, socially and otherwise has rendered her and her husband real char- 
acters of Wilzon county and it is as such that we present their brief notice ia 
this work. 
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JESSE WILKINS—For nearly thirty-two years the subjeet of this briet 
review lies rvaided within and been prominently identified with the township 
of Pleasant Valley, Wilken county, in which he is widely known and moet 
favorably held. Ife was a settler from Preston county, West Virginia, where 
hie birth oveurred June 22, 1546. His father was Rolla Wilkins, born Sep- 
tember 24, 1414 and died April 18, 1880, and his mother Mlizabeth Hall. born 
dine 29, 1817 und died May 15, 1902, natives of the sume stale with our sub- 
jeot and the parents of twelve children of whieh namber Jease was the fifth 
birth, a brother, Ashford, was at one (ime « resident of Wilson county and bro 
other brothers, Jolin and Clawson, settled in Franklin county, Kansas. 

Our subjeet remained in the county of lus birth till 1865 when he caine 
lo Kanets and stopped temporarily in Miami county, whens he moved to 
Wileon eoumty in P8770 and located on a clatm in the northeast corner of the 
county. His voung life was passed on the farm and he learned the elementary 
principles involved in the calling willingly and well. THis mental and physival 
Tuakenp adopt him most fittingly to his chosen work and when be engaged in it 
Tor himaelf it is not surprising that he succeeded from the first. He improved 
his claim and deeded it and subsequently hought the place he now lives on, 
and from the surplus of his earnings he gathered in other tracts und made 
then a part of his vstate. Hie original homestead of one hundred and sixty 
acres lias doubled, trehlod and quadrupled aa the years have gone by and six 
hundred and forty-five acres represents his taxable real estate in his township 
ae a reward for his offorts of the past thirty-two years, being one of the largest 
an! best improved farms in Pleasant Valley township. 

April 11, 1876, Mr, Wilkins married Juha A. Halstead, a daughter of 
Marion aid Martha TTalstead, who brought their family fron Caldwell county, 
Missouri, to Wilson county. Kansas, in 1870, where they recently died, the 
father in 1884 aged sixty-ix, the mother in 1595 aged sevonty-cight Mrs. 
Willcine was born in Buchanan county, Missouri, and is the mother of two 
ehildren, ae follows; Camnia 8. wile of John Stein, a prominent farmer and 
stoclanan af Salinn., Kansas, and Cyrus 2. Wilkins, who oceupies a part of his 
father’s farm, 

Tn 1884 Mr. Wilkins took possession of lis present magnificent farm oie 
mile south ef Vilas where the soil is superb, the improvements substantial and 
vostly und the appointments of the place convenient and artistic, in keeping 
with the taste of its owners. Tew farmers have accomplished more substantial 
results in the time that he has lived hore than he and none have deserved better 
of Kansae and Wilson county. He has demonstrated extraordinary business 
sacacity and far-sightedness and has achieved wealth without appearing par- 
simenious and miserly, on the contrary he hus filled the measure of generoeity 
and liberality where the merits of the ease seemed to him to warrant, 

In politics he is a well known Republican and has been called to fill the 
office of treasurer of his township. 
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SOLOMON WILT Si—One of the well known, iofhiential and prosper 
bus Turmers of the township of Pleasant Valley in Wilson ¢ounty is Soloman 
Wiltse who cnet his fortunes and his future with that locality at the age on 
twenty-one, in the vigor of youth, full ef confidenee. hope and ambition, The 
man of today was little more than a youth when he left his home in Crawford 
eounty, Ohio, and sought hie fortune on the almeast untrodden prairies of 
southern Kansas. His hope has been justified, his ambition achieved and the 
viger of lis youth expended in the aequirement of lis home and in its ultimate 
development and tinprovement. 

A native of Crawlord county, Olio, Salomon Wiltse was bern February LG, 
1849, and is the fifth ina family of eight children of Maitland and Magdalen 
(Seavy) Wiltee, His father was a netive of Canada, settled in the Buckeye 
state during its pioneer days and there married lis wife and resided till 1861 
when lie family moved to Marion county. Illinois, where, in 1865, the mother 
died, The latter wae a native of Ohio and passed away at about middle life, 
During the Civil war the father was a volinteer soldier in an Ohio regiment 
and, dea civilian, passe] lis life as a farmer and stuekraiser, Tle brought ap 
his vounger children in Ultingis and in TS880 hinisell! came tu Kansas but re- 
turned to Missouri and there died in February. 189. at about eighty vears of 
age. 

lh the fall of 1868 Solomon and Joseph Wiltse came to Kaneas and 
stopped in Allen eounty, whenee they came, mm the tall of the following year, 
lo Wilton coanty. Our sobject took m claim liere, the land being the north- 
vast quarter of section 23. township 24, range 16, on which be established 
bachelor qaartere and tinintained I= residence till he purchased his present 
homestual some three veurs later, At times during: hie early struggles the 
battle for a home seemed to hin a foolish one. The hardships, the mrxivty, the 
watting for favoruble seasons and then, alten, the sad disuppointment ineiment 
to crop loseus were the breeders of # mental strain hardly to be compensated 
for In the mere possession of a Kansas claim. Bal after all has been passes! 
through sind the clit becomes a paradise of fertility and beauty it is with 
sutisfaction and pride that its owner beholde it and feels that he has bewn re- 
paid in some measure for the many yeare of incessant toil, the cruel disappoint 
ments, the constant eelfdenial and heartaches which the possession of sue 4 
home eos! him, 

Mareh 20, 1872, Mr, Willse married Jennie Lorentg, whose father, Wil- 
linin Lorents, was a native of the state of Marvland where he volunteered his 
avrvices for the Rebellion and remained in the army about one year, He mar- 
rivd Catherine Minniek who bere him ten ehildren and died in Maryland be- 
fore the family departed for the west, Mr, Lerents came to Ransas in the 
full of 1870 and settled in Pleasant Valley township, Wilson county, bat re 
main! only a few years. returning thence too Ohio where he died tn 1486, Mrs, 
Wiltse was born in Maryland April L7, 1853, and is the mothor of the follow- 
ing children, via: Charles and Maitland, prominent young farmers of Pleasant 
Valley township; Blanche. now Mrs. Emanuel McOull, of Wilson county, 
Floyd ; Tua, wite of John A. Kepler, of Pleasant Valley township; and Zella, 
Vance aml Aliee. 
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— Solomon Wiltse is a Republican. Lt is well known that he holds these po- 
litiea! views and lie maintains his position, unussailed, by the argument of 
canditions, Te lws served as trastee of lis township and iu all aatters pertain- 
ing to the welfare of his conumunity he cheerfully accepts hie share of respon- 
sibility aul discharges in full inoastee the duties of a good eitiven. TTaving 
assisted in the reclamation of hie adopted county From the condition of semi- 
sivagry in which he found it and helped to establish here the arts and indus 
tries Of ciyilimed life. naturally his chie! destre now, as a citigen, is to see the 
county take rank moony the firet in the state and keep pace with thom m all 
the essentinls of well organized society. And to thik end ho actively interests 
himsel! in dhe material development end social and moral welfare of his own 
locality and lends his aid and imfluence te the promotion of whatever tends 
to the establishment of these results. Tle iva member of the Modern Woodmen 
and he and his wife are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. 


STMPHEN G. MOFFATT—The Binpive state has contributed mucis 
rain, musele and eharacter to the development of the west and its institutions 
are thronged and strengthened by the yizorous blood of her emigvant cotizen- 
ship. ‘The prairies of Kaneae have profited by this emigration and in whatever 
county or town among the conspicuous aml honorable of its citizenship is the 
New York settler who hus welded the stail conservatism of the enel to the 
spirit of yenture, progress aud experiment of the west and is winning success 
and divtinelion where other gnd less positive traits ure failing. ‘To this clase 
of settlers belongs the saabject of this article, Stephen G. Moffatt, of Wilsen 
county. 

Born in Jofferson county, New York, January 1, 1839, Mr. Moffatt is a 
son of Thomas G. aid Louisa (Gould) Moffat, both New York people bat de- 
avendod, the futher, from Conneeticutt ancestry, and the mother from Mohawk 
Duteh stock, Thonime G. Moffat took his family to lown im 1856 and there 
our subject came to manhood, was married and hogan life, He lived in Boone 
comity, Towa, after lis marriage and was there a resident till the spring of 1880 
when he took up the southwestward march of civilization and came to Wilson 
county. Kansas. Ie purchased a quarter section of land in Pleasant Valley 
township whieh has come to be—under his industry and intelligent manage- 
ment—one of the desirable and valuable farmeteade mm his township. 

August 3, 1861, Mr. Moffatt enlisted in Cornpany D, LOth lowa vohinteer 
infantry for service in the rebellion and was discharged Deeomber 26, 1864, 
as a lieutenant, having heen promoted from the ranks through the prades to 
this position, His service was arduous and full of hazard for his regiment par- 
ticipated in much of the important work of the war, He was in the sieges 
of Corinth and Vicksburg, in the battle of Iuka, in the campaign to Atlanta, 
and with the army to the sea. He was discharged at Savannah, Georgia, after 
u survive of three years and four months in which he demonstrated his courage, 
his bravery and his patriotic zeal in behalf of the Union. 
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December 10, 1860, Mr, Molfatt married Margaret S. Barns, whose father 
Thomas Barns, married Isabel Love, their only child being Mrs. Moffatt. The 
latter was born September {, 1842, in Carroll county, Indiana, and aecomipa- 
nied her parents to [own tn 1855. Eight children have come to bless the union 
uf Mr. and Mrs, Moffatt, viz, Edgar R. and William, young farmers of Wilson 
colunty > Louisa, wife of A, R. Coats, of Pleasant Valley: Hattie, who married 
Charles Green, a farmer of Wilson county: Gerace, wife of Sherman Green, of 
this vounty: Misses Gertrude and Blanche, with the parental home, and 
Thomas. a resident of Oklahoma. Tn his polities! relahione Mr. Moffatt, of 
Lhis review, ig a Republican and while he has none of the elements of the pro- 
lesional politician and does net seek office he has been honored on three differ- 
wnt orcagions, with the trusteeship of lis township, and he was post master 
of Booneshoro, lowa, six years. Te is universally reeagnived of a man of 
horer, inieerity and thrift and is of those who do eredit to their community, 


FRED DU DGRON—The late subjeet of this article was one of the noted 
young farmers of Wilson county where he settled in the year 1870, Fis life 
was devoted here vot only to the work of the farm but to the interests of educa 
tion also, and in thie latter calling he was even more distinguished than in 
the former, For many years he taught suecesafully in this county and attained 
such a reputation for efficiency in achool werk that lis party nominated him 
for the office of county superintendent. He was w man with munch native 
ability and the pood advantages he had in youth for an wlueation were well 
talon care of. Tle was a student in the university at Bloomington, Tinos, 
nil was equipped early io life for aieewssfnl work ae a teacher. He began 
this work im Bourbon county, Waneas, where, at Umientown, he taught his 
initial terms of school and gave positive evidence of his adaptability to the 
work. Tle came to Wilson county eontldent in his powers and with a warm 
regard for the profession and it was these attributes which assured his sucess. 

Fred Dudgeon was bern of Tmeh parents in the city af Brooklyn, New 
York, March 12. 1855. The father and mother, Fred and Mary (Clark) Diyl- 
gean, came ta the United States in 1854 and in 1858 the former died and then 
the mother married Samuel Bromagen, who brought the family to Cllinois and 
settled in MeLean county. It was here that our subject passed his childhood 
and was o youth of sixteen yeara when the final move of the family was made 
to Bourbon county, KRaneis. Fred woe the older of Ins father’s children and 
showed a positive disposition in childhood. Hie mind waa delicately impros- 
sionable ond,as the old saving vows, “it wae naturel for him to learn.” When 
he quit teaching he farmed as zealously and industriously as he bad taught. 
He purchase! a splendid tract of land in Pleasant Valley township which, 
since his death, has wen under the management of his widow and children. 
He died on the 22nd of July, 1808. 

Angnst 27, 1882. Mr. Dudgeon married Susan Reeoe. a danghter of Lewis 
(. Reece, mentioned elsewhere in the work. Mrs. Dudgeon was bern in Dele- 
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wire county, Tndiana, August 27, 1802, and has four sons, yiz., Byron, Floyd 
Itay and Harley. who are responsible for the cultivation and continued im- 
provement of the farin. 

The Dudgeon homestead is one of the richly improved and attractive 
places in Pleasant Valley. Its late owner was a man of progressive ideas and 
heat ohout his premises and his sone and widow are peculiarly fitted for his 
snoeessors, They ate Republicans in politieand so was e—and when le 
was defeated for the office to which he aspired it was becanze his party was 
Then i the minority in Wilson county. 


NOTIN W. STARK EY—An early settler of Wilson county and, [or a short 
tine prior, a resident af Neosho county, i4 J, W. Starkey, of this review, On 
the #4th day of March, 1871, he came into Pleasant Valley township, this 
county, and purchased the claim right of a settler s00n affer and began the 
proves of building a home. Tle possessed most limited means and when he 
had ereeted his first cottage, 10x72, and planted his crop these were nearly all 
spent and he was forced to find work to sastain life, At this time the L. 1. 
& (. railway was building aeross Neosho county and it gave the energetic 
ploneers a chance to carn a livelihood during their otherwise idle days. Me, 
Sturkey took advantage of this opportunity and made a hand at grading and 
other construction work till the work was eomplelod or (ill the work of his 
eloim demanfled lis presence there. Te had « small family dependent upon 
him and the eeessities of (he time ennsed him te be doubly vigilant and 
thoughtful, Stendy work was not to be had in the early time, except on one’s 
avi praises, wd while few of the settlers hud any trade, most any of them 
worked ata hall dogen in af many days or weeks ge they passed from employer 
to employer cach year. When the farm was fairly started and his fow cattle 
grazed cover the hills, Mr. Starkey began then to witness the dawn of prosperity, 

Onur subject comes of Virginia stock from whieh, now the state of West 
Virginia, lis parent ® emigrated to Olie about 1810, They settled in Huron 
county where John W. was born Febromry 1, 1847. The latter is a son of 
James and Klizubeth (Stotte) Starkey and is one of children, Our 
subjects grandfather was a soldier in the war of 1812 and his family was well 
represented among the loval men of the civil war, John W, Starkey seenred 
# limited commen sehool edueation and when seventeen years old enlisted in 
Company B, 25th Ohio volunteer infantry under Col. Haughton, and served 
ae ou private till the close of the war, he first engagement in which he parti- 
cipated was Honey Hill, South Carolina, which wae inelfaceably impressed 1p- 
en bis mind, and his regiment was badly ent up at Braddock’s Point, Ut wae 
in netive service all the time and the battles and skirmishes which it helped to 
fight were numetons and nol iby tieastronus. Mr. Starkey was dix 
charged June, 1866, and went hack to the farm and the scenes of his boyhood. 

December 24, 1808, vecurred the murringe of John W-. Starkey with 
Sarah Richards, # daughter of Otho and Rachel (Little) Richards who were 
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the parents of eleven children. Mrs. Starkey was her parents’ seventh child 
and was born November 7, 1848, in Carroll county, Ohio. A son, John Rich- 
ards, was in the 32nd Ohio infantry was wounded in the battle of Shiloh. Four 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Starkey, viz., Myrtle, wife of John 
Geer, a farmer of Pleasant Valley; Sheridan, who is with the Remington Type- 
writer company at Kansas City, Missouri; Lulu and Carl. 

For genuine character and integrity Mr. Starkey sustains an enviable re- 
putation wherever known. He has made the best use of his thirty-one years 
in Wilson county and is among the substantial farmers of his municipality. 
He fraternizes with the Republicans in politics and performs his part in the 
civil and social affairs of his township. 


: HISTORY 
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From Columbus to Louisiana. 


Christopher Columbus, an Italian, under Spanish authority and patron- 
aye, diseovered the isle of the New World (San Salvador) on Friday, October 
12, 1492, and dedicated it to the crown of Castile. 

Johny Cabot, a Venetian, under commission from Henry VII, of England, 
liscovered the continent of North America in 1497, unfurled the Anglo-Saxon 
atantard and took possession in the name af the English king. 

The French, alter their establishment in Canada, explored the Mississippi 
river to the sea in L682, and in 1699 Iberville made the first French settlement 
near the mouth of that river, the proyince being given the name of Louisiana 
in honor of the reigning French monarch, Louis XTV. The Freneli remained 
in possession of Louisiana wotil 1762, when, under the stipulations and im- 
demnities attending the conclusion of the Seven Years’ War, that part of 
Louisiana lying west of the Mississippi river was ceded to Spain to compensate 
the latter for the cession of Florida to England, Not till 1770, however, did 
Spain espouse control, and in 1800 she retroceded to France. 

In 1803 the United States, through James Monroe and Robert R, Living- 
ston, concluded a treaty with France, then under Napoleon Bonaparte as First 
Conenl, for the purchase of the entire provinee of Louisiana, This was a real 
estate deal of surpassing magnitude. he territory comprehended in this 
purchase ineluded all the wountry west of the Mississippi not ocenpied by 
Spain, extending northward to British territory, and comprised the whole or 
part of the states of Kansas, Arkansas, lowa, Lonisiaua, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Oregon, Washington, Colorado, the Dakotas, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Ok- 
lahoma and the Indian Territory. The consideration was $15,000,000, The 
area amounted to 1,160,577 square miles or 742,692,280 aeres; the average cnet 
per acre being substantially two and fifteen-hundredths cents, or $7,925 for 
Wilson county, Kansas. 

The American flag was first unfurled in Lower Louisiana, at New Or- 
leans. December 20, 1803. At St. Louis, on March 9, 1804, Upper Louisiana 


B16 HISTORY (He WILSUN COUNTY, KANSAS, 


Was formally transferred and tame under the sovereignty of the stars and 
stripes. Amos Stodeard, a captain of artillery, received the transfer. The 
sid month the purchase was divided intu two parts, the northern portian, 
Which tneluderl Kansas, being designated the District of Louisiana. The fol- 
lowing year it was changed to the ‘Territory of Lonisiana—Amos Stoddard 
heing governor li 1804-5—and m 1812 ib became the Territory of Missoury, 
Stoddard, as a giajor. was mortally wounded in the siege of Pork Miegs in 
1814. Missouri was acdimitted into the Union as a state August 10, 1881, with- 
ont restriction as to lian slavery and ander» compromise agreed to by con- 
gress the proecedings voar whereby slavery was forever prolibited in all the re- 
mainder of origival Lowisinwe lying north of 36 degrees and 30 minutes, north 
hititude, 

By an act of congress epproverl June 30, 1834, all the territory weet of 
Mississippi and Arkansas wae declared “Indian Country’—with the laws of 
the Vnited States tin foree—aml the country of the Osages was attached to 
Arkansas Territory. Kansas was, therefore, in tidian country until wade o 
suparate territory twenty years biter 


The Territory of Hansas. 


Lixwimber 1, 1838, Augustus CL Dodge, of lowa, offered in the Unitud 
States senate a bill to creare the Territory of Nebraska. January 24, 1854, 
Senator Stephen A. Douglas, as chairman of the committee on territories, re- 
ported a eubstitute for the Dodge hill providing for the organization of two 
territories, Nebraska and Kamaas, the measure carrying with it the repeal of 
the Missouri Compromise of 1820. [1 passed both branghes of congress in May 
and heeame a law by the signature of President Pieroe May 20, 1854. 

Kansas Territory extended from Missouri to the northeast derner of New 
Mexico, and westward along the north boundary of that. territory to the east 
bounlory of Utah “on the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thena northward 
on said summit to the fortleth parallel of latitude; thence east on saicl parallel 
to the western boundary of the state of Missouri,” ete. Colorado Territory, 
erented in 1861, was principally carved out of Kansas, For several years from 
the heginning of the terrilory, Katisas was spelled with a “2” as “Kanzas.” 

Andrew H. Reeder, of Easton, Pennsylvania, and Daniel Woodson, of 
Lynchburg, Virginia, were conlirmed as governor and secretary, respectively, 
of Kansas ‘Territory. Jone 30, 1844. Reeder arrived at Fort Leavenworth 
October 7th, following, to assume his duties. He divided the Territery into 
aixieon lection districts and issued a proclamation for the election of a delegate 
to congress, November 29th, J, W. Whitfield, Pro-slavery candidate, wae 
slectad, receiving 2258 as against 555 votes east for Free State candidates. 
Lawrence was the only election district returning a Free State majority. An 
election held Mareh 30, 1855, to choose members of the legislature (conncil 
and house) resulted in the choice of only Pro-Slavery men to the council, and 
the members of the house were, with one exception, representatives of the 
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auine element. This was an cleetion amply in name. “Border Rutfiane,” who 
were residents of Missouri, “armed with cifles, pistols and bowie knives and 
abundantly supplied with whiskey” took forcible possession of the polling 
places, usurped the powers of clevtion officers, intimidated those legal yoters 
who opposed them politically, and made yeturnie which showed a total of 
5427 ['ro-Slavery ballats cast in the Territory, while a total of only 791 Free 
state ballots were reported. Governor Reeder showed plainly that he was not 
in sympathy with the spirit and methods of the Pro-Slayery leaders, who 
thereupon diseredited him at Washington. He would not sustain this infamous 
work and lost his official bead asa resull. (Anguet 10th Wilson Shannon was 
appormted to sueceed him.) 

The legislature eleeted March 30, 1845, mut at Pownee, near Fort Riley, 
July 2, following. and four days laterand uct te remove the seat of government 
ty the Shawnee Manual Labor School—lvcated three miles west of Westport, 
Missouri—passed both branches of the body over the governor's veto, 5. D. 
Houston, the only Free State member of the house, resigued and that body, 
lil the conneil, thus became unmiminmously of one party, This first Territorial 
lugitlature, whieh has alwave been stiguatimed in Kansas histery as the “bogus 
legislature,” reasaemblad at the Shawnee Mission July 16th, and adjourned 
Angust 30, 1855. Jt enacted what were popularly desiznated the “bogus 
statutes,” which were almost a perfect transeript of the laws of Missonrt: 
“Territory” being substituted for “state” and “Kansas” for “Miesoari” The 
oak olfenvive feature of this adopted code was the chapter relating to slavery, 
whieh was recownived as an existing institution, with severe penalties for inter- 
fvrence therewith, This law made ita felony to deny the right of property in 
elaves or to print or eireulate any book or pamphlet denying this right. 

Of the strenuous struggle between the friends and foes of freedom in 
Kunsas Territory, which developed mto a contest of arms, led to anarchy and 
war and witnessed the shedding of blood on frequent oacasions, vivid and 
elaborate detaile are available in various histories of Kansas. The offert for 
mastery which began in 1854 cid not cease in overt acts af violence and armed 
micounters until 1B49, The disorderly eonditions were confined to the coun- 
‘ies in the north-east part of the Territory and those bordering on Missouri. 
This contest on the prairies of Mansas was the prelude to the greatest civil war 
in the hook of time. 


Boundaries and Extent of the County. 


The first legislature passed an act defining the boundaries of thirty-three 
counties, and Wilson was the fifteenth one in this original list, A number 
of them were named for men of Pro-Slavery views who lived in or were 
identified with the “activities” of Kansas at that turbulent time, while the 
names of Breckenridge, Davis, Wise, Atchison, Elimter, ete, were given to 
other counties in recognition of prominent southern politicians who held, in 
in extreme degree, the esntiment imbuing the legislature which sought to 
honor them, 
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Wilson county was named tor Hiero Tennant Wilson, of Mort Seott, one 
among the first if net the eirliest pioneer of Southern Kansas. He was bor 
near Russellville, Logan omimnty, Kentucky, September 2. 1806. His parents 
were Virginians and he was reared in the South and shared the Southern sym- 
pattlies and ideas He was addressed by the title of colonel. 

In 1834 Col. Wilsen moved trom Kentucky te Fort Gibson, Cherokee 
Nation, and in 1849 to Fort Seott, Kansas, the year following its seleetion for 
at military post, he haying been appointed post sutler by the seerelary of war, 
He was the first white myilian settler of Bourbon county: a delegate to the 
Lecompton (Pro-Slayery) constitutional conyention m L857: was the owner 
of several slaves, which he kept jost over the Missouri border alter the Free 
State spirit and influence became doininant in Nansis; ultimately losing them 
al) by Che wee wel enianel pation, 

Besides doing lusiness with the military Col. Wilson condueted an oxtot- 
sive tre with the Indians and the white settlements of Western Missourt. 
Spouking with flueney the language of the Clerokeos, Creeks aud Osages, he 
understood Indinn character perfeelly, was especially popular with then 
treating: therm fairky and kindlyp—wul the Osayee enlled bin “Che Bis Whity 
Chit” He continned to live on Fort Seott antil his death in Augiet, 1892. 

The territorial statutes of 1855 defined the boundaries of this comnmty in 
section 14 of chapter 30, thus: “The county of Wilson ehall be bounded as 
follows: Bewinning at the southeast corner of the county of Woodson, thence 
south fo the southern boundary of the Territory; thence west twenty-four 
iiles; thence north twenty-four miles to a point west af the place of beginning ; 
thenve evel twenly-four miles to the place of bewinning.” That ia a bateh 
description, The dustern boundary ts not ieasured by tiles but the weetern 
boundary is stated aa, or euersed to he, twenty-four miles in length, The 
lewislature had no survevs, but said just so many miles from point to point. 
It, therefore, seems uflerly tiipossible fo determine by the act of (his lepisla- 
ture the length of Wilson eounty north and south, or the distanee from the 
south line of Woodson county to the Indian Territory, between avhich points 
Iny Wilson county. The mouth of the Kansas river was the base established 
ig the starting point for the boundaries of counties couth of that stream, and my 
hounding the Jast tier of southern counties fhe description began at the south- 
erat corner of the county adjoining on the nerth ond ran to the southern line 
of Konsis. The most rational estimate, or caluulation, would niake Wilson 
eonnty about forty miles long north wml south, 

In the session laws of ISS57, page 41, the boundaries of the county were 
again defined. The twenky-four mile gues on the west side was omitted in the 
deseription, but no actual change in the lines or area wae conveyed, But now 
follows wnother law (after the admission of (he state) being a bill mtroduced 
hy D, CL Finn, Wileon county's first representative in the house (in 1565) en- 
titled an act defining the houndarive of Wileon county: “Section 1, That the 
county of Wilson shall commence on the north line of the Osage Tands, between 
range lines LY and 18 east; Thenew rum eouth along said range line to the sowth- 
rm howndery of the state; thence along said boundary of the state twenty-eight 
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miles; thenee north to the southwest corner of Woodson county; thence east 
Wong spid northern boundary of the Osage Lands to the place of beginning.” 
Pluti Jaw, defective ut phraseology, meant expansion. [¢t enhaneed Wilson 
comity s width four miles and made it fifty miles long. Li absorbed nine or 
fo) miles of Woodson county, including all the settlers then oeeupying claims 
In Alaiost the entire north half of (he present Wilson county. The settlers had 
previowshy heen assuming that they were io this county and many of them had, 
only a tew mouths before, eigned the petition for its organization. But they 
were reilly in Woodson eounty, according Lo the stulntes, until Finn's bill 
Was prgsed, 

Many new counties were created by the Kansae legislature of 1867 and 
learly all were swamed in honor of suldiers who had fallen in battle, 

Wilson county's length iuviting its partition, Montgomery sounty was 
erected ot of the south hall, and the attending legislation reduced Wilson to 
its formur width of twenty-four mules, fixed the sixth standard parallel as its 
southern bonndary and left it 24x26 mates 

One more slight change, under the bowndary bead, ensued in 1868, when 
Lhe Jaws were compiled or re-enacted under the title of “The Kansas Statutes” 
wad printed, and thereby Wilson county lost a two mile strip, whieh wae adem 
to Woolson county. J Fay, of New Albany, was the county's representative 
in Lhe Jewislature whew this “coup” was accomplished, He returned to bis 
couetitiency ignorant af the county's less, and comments humorens and sar- 
tuatio were freely eveked. On the other Hand, it is questionable whether the 
repreaentative from Woodsen county, D, W. Finney, afterward Lientenant 
governor af the state, realized that lis district had gained £8 sqmare miles of 
lrritery, Te lived at Neosho Falls and ite county seat interests in the future 
would have been conserved by the deprivation rather than the acquisition oF 
ea on the sauth side of lis ¢ounty, Ll is reasonable to conclude that in rede- 
fininy all the counties of the state a committee of the legislature in its report 
hid vecotmmendod, in referenee ty recently ereated counties and those but 
sparsely settled, establishing them bettndimes on township or range lines for 
uniformity, symmetry or equality, so far as practicable and appropnate, The 
Wilsoi-Woodson boundary wae on a section line two miles nerth of the town- 
ship line, and on the northern limit of the Osage Didian Reserve, prior to this 
list apistanent. Fay, though a miller fifty years old, was a stranger to the 
legislative grind, while Finney, young in Kansas and ny to law-waking, was 
a budding statesman, Probably the eapilal of Wilson county would noi now be 
located at Fredonia buat for the loss of that two-mile strip in LB6S, 


The Years Before White Occupation. 


4 the territory vonstituting Wilson county was the theatre of notable 
vents or the operation of any one cyen moderately distinguished in western 
annals before or during the time it was in Louisiana, there is no record nor 
tradition thereof. Tt is not claimed that Coronado, the Spaniard, in his search 
for the reales of Quivira in 1541, came as far in this direction as Wilson county, 
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his expedition, in its quest for the seyen labulously rich cities, penetrated tw 
the central part of Kansue. DeSoto, discoverer of the Mississippi, in his tn- 
definite ramble westward through the wilds of what is now Arkansas, came no 
nearer this region than the highlands of White river. Because this country 
jontained such conspicuins sorface elevations asthe Twin Mounds, Little Bear 
Mounds and the Chetopa Creck and Verdi Mounds, it is not assumed that the 
Mound Builders ever abided here, Neither do the huge boulders and the 
ouriones apace of rock tend to connect or predecessors with the stone age, 
The Verdigrie river, however, has been known aad has had an appellation longer 
than any other object or thing pertaining to this section of country. Capt. Z, 
M. Pike, whose name is borne by the famed Roeky Mountain peak and who led 
an exploring purty of about twenty soldiers from St. Louie up the Missouri and 
Osaee rivers and thenee by ® cireuifone route through what is now Kansas 
and Colorade to the sources of the Avkunsns river. in 1806-7. speaks Irequently 
of the “Verdigrise” in the written account of his expeditions bat in the chart 
necompanviny his printed jouronl the Verdiyris appears as the “Vermillion.” 

After leaving the Osage (Marinus dee Cypmes) at » point not far frow 
where now rims the Kansas and Missouri line, Captain Pike headed south o 
vonsiderably distamee, then tarme! te dhe northward aud proewled in that 
direction, on the divide betwean the Neorha and Verdinris, passing out cloae 
to the line between Lyon an) Greetiwood counties, Alter referring te the 
Nupsho, which he called the White er Grand river, he saye—“Up this river 
to the dividing ridgee between itand the Vordivriee river the bottom is of some 
maytiitude and importance. bot the latter river te bownderl here in a narraw bed 
of prairie hills, wfording not more than enficient frewoad fora lirmnited number 
of mhabilants fora few years. From the Virdigrise énr course again lay over 
vravelly hills and a prairie country, but woll watered by the branches of the 
Verdigriae and White rivers.” 

Liont. James B. Wilkinson, asa auberdinate of Pike’s, separated from the 
latter ot the big bend of the Arkansas river and, with five soldiers, descended 
the Arkavans in wooden and skin canoer in the fall of 1806, in fulfilment of 
the ender of General Wilkinson, Governor of Louisiana. Te-notes: “On the 
27th (Dmwember) 1 passed the mouths of the Virdigrise and Grand rivers, the 
formor heme about one hundred and the latter about one hundred and thirty 
yards wide. Those stress enter the Arkansas within a quarter of a mile af 
each other. About fifty-eight or sixty miles up the Verdigzrise is situated the 
Osage village. This band, some four or five years ainec, was led by the chief, 
Cashesegra, to the waters of the Arkunsaw at the request of Pierre Chouteau 
for the purpose of securing their trade. Though Cashesewra is the nominal 
leader Clermont, or the Builder of Towns, is the greatest warrior and most 
influential man, amd is more firmly attached to the intervets of the Americans 
than any other chief of the nution, Le is the lawful sovereign of the Grand 
Osages, but his hereditary right was ueurped by Puliueka, or White Hair, whilst 
(Jermont was vet un infant. White Hair is, in fact, a chief of Chouteay’s 
creoting, as well ag Cashesegra, but neither has the power or the disposition to 
yestram their young men from an improper act for fear of rendering himself 
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unpopular.” Twenty-five years ago a series of articles written by a well educat- 
ed and experienced Indian trader, which treated of Indian legends, habits, an- 
fiquities, ete., were printed in the Wichita Eagle, Their author said that “the 
Indian nume of the Verdigris was Wah-set-lo-ho; that it derived its name from 
the blue colored mud found on its banks, very much resembling verdigris. 
This the Indians nal, before they saw the trae yerdigris, to paint their persons 
and wearing apparel, They consider ij a sacred color and invariably paint the 
fave pf the dead with it at the grave.” 

_ Aa stated above, it is net of record that Coronado came as far eastward as 
Wilson county, but the existence of what are commonly spoken of, and have 
appeared on some county maps as the “ancient fortifications.’ have suggested 
theories and conjectures to the effect that not improbably some of the Spanish 
expeditions of the sixteenth century, from the southwest, crossed the Verdigris 
river and sojourned hive for a time, ‘he fortifications of this character in 
Wilson county are sifualed two and one-half miles north of Neodesha and one 
and half-half miles southweet of Verdi Mounds, on elightly elevated ground 
on Lhe cast side of and within forty rode of the Verdiyriz, touehing portions 
of evctions five and eight, township thirty, range sixteen, The main Tortifica- 
tion, i the for of a horseshoe, is ane hundred and twenty-eight yards! long 
wid as any yards wide wt its widest part, with toe of the show pointing west. 
Tho works on the north side of the slope have been almost obliterated by filling 
in and cultivation. On the south side the treneh is about three feet deep ani 
has been one an one-half or two feet deeper, aul the embankment outside 
tel next to the breneh is now from one to two feet high and twelve feet wide. 
Ontsile is a wide depression, probably eaused hy the removal of earth for the 
vinhankment. The trench is continuoye, save for a driveway or andisturbed 
piece of ground twelve feet wide, every sixty yards, About three hundred yards 
northeast was a trench sixty yards long, har-shaped, and an equal distance 
northeast was a small horseshoe with the tee pointing northwest. This latter 
fertafieontion is practically obliterated, To the south and west of the main for- 
tifieation are tumuli, now almost levelod by cultivation, which, thirty years ago, 
yore two feet high and thirty feet across, Tn these tumuli have heen unearthed 
pittery, stone implements and hones of animals, No stone implements have 
t.en found within the principal fortification, About one hundred yards of 
said tortification and near the bank of the Virdigris river, human bones were 
dug up twenty years ago, but whether of white man or Indian was not deter- 
mined. 

Rey. M. BE. Fraser, of Neodesha, to whom we are mdebted for the more 
specific points in this brief deseription, has a decided penchant for the antiqne 
and has given hours to the investigation of this interesting spot and the cun- 
osities obtained there. He believes the “works” antedate the traditions of the 
Osages; that they bear evidences of both white and Indian, or Mound Builder, 
vecupation, and, including the seattered tumnli, eover about one section of 
land. From this research the tokens of white oceupation are parched corn, 
lead bullets, butt of wu. sword hilt, Spanish coin of the sixteenth century and 
the haraeter of the trenches, Signe of early Indinn occupation are Mound 
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Builders’ pottery, mussel shells, bones of animals, with stone implements in 
large quantities and of various kinds. Perhaps it was a Spanish eneampment 
hese an Indian village. ‘These vestiges of the work of unknown people are 
steadily disappearing, but they will be invested with peculiar interest and con- 
tinue the subject of speculation and study for many years to come. 


The Civil War Period. 


In the territory which is now Wilson county there were but a few svore 
of white people dwelling in 1861 when the war of the Rebelion broke out. 
Such people, settlers in one senso, and in another and more significant relation, 
were Totraders whem the Osage Indians permitted to remain on their reserve 
af will. (Only the United States had jarisdiction in criminal matters and the 
tribe of White Hair and Little Bear in civil and proprietary domain.) Thoogh 
not citizens in the exercise of those rights possessed by men liying in communi- 
ties organized under and sharing the privileges of the state’s laws, a large 
majority were not less patriotic as Americans and loyal to their country. 
Their position was a detached and exposed one when the war broke forth in 
all its fury. The settlers of the Verdigris, in what is now this county, were 
the videlles of Caucassian civilization in southern Kansas, and were also on 
the edye of the latitude of rebellion. To the south lay Texas, aflame for the 
impending contliet, with Indians betwewn in a large extent of territory, whose 
attitude, ef course, wae known tou be uncertain and who, should they align 
with the south, would prove an enemy more to be dreaded than armed whites 
from that section. ‘To the weatward were hostile tribes, » still greater menace, 
for the war might be their opportunity for an outhreak attended hy murders 
anid ravage? on the frontier settlements. Only two counties lay between Wilson 
county and the Missouri line, which state was drifting into the maelstrom of 
hloodly war. That fact, coupled with the knowledge that a number of settlers 
who were secession sympathizers hud gone away to enlist in the Rebel army, 
was yet another source of keen appreheneion in the Joyal cabine on the Osa 
lands. ‘Those who believed in the Union, though few and scattered, took 4 
firm stand and promptly decided te unite for the defense of their homes and 
their common country. 

In the summer of 1861 thetense situation induced the raising of a eompany 
of mounted militia, which was organized with an enrollment of seventy or 
wighty mon, composed of settlers who lived on the Verdigris in Wilson, Wood- 
son and Greenwood counties. John R. Row, who had seen service in the 
Mexican war, was naturally chosen captain, with Lewis 0. Thompson and W 
W. Brazoll as lieutenants. The company rendezvous! and drilled on the 
south bank of ithe Verdigris, immediately opposite the mouth of Big Sandy 
ereol, and constructed fortifications, naming the place Fort Row. The mem- 
hers were armed with their own weapons. The fort consisted of three log 
hlock houses, 16x24 feet, surrounded on three sides with upright split logs, 
or slahs, eight feet or higher, and placed close together. The other side was 
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deeiued secure, being skirted by 1 steop insurmountable bank of the river, and 
the enclosure embraced from u Lalf to an acre of ground. There were port 
hole m the stockade walls and an embankment was thrown wp on the outside. 
The horsee of the self-conustituted volunteer troopers were kept within the 
works. "Those members of the command who did not go to Humboldt or else- 
Where to enlist in the state yolunteor regiinents, remeined here most of the 
enenemling winter. Fort Row, in 1802, gained some importance, becoming 
known in the otticial reports of the departinent of Indian affairs. John Shalfer 
preempted the land which was the site of this crude military post sand evi- 
denues of the old fort are still visible. 

In the area comprising the county there were in 1861-2 scattered settlers 
along the Verdigris river only from the center of the county upward, a few 
on Buffalo creek, and on Fall river nok to exered a half dozen in the vicinity 
where New Albany uow stands, ‘ih county furnished a liberal namber of 
Union soldiers for a community with so scant a popnlation. Those enlisting 
id so in the fall of 1861 or early in 1862. They munberel thirty-two, 1s 
Fhown froma List mode wp by Alfred M. Craig and enbstuntially verified by the 
adnjant geueral’> report. ws follows: Ninth Wansas cavalry, Company G. 
Virst Lieutenant, Lewis C. Thompson; Seeond Lientenaut, John N. Wallop 
(diel): Sergeant, Alfred M. Craig, Henry “TP. Amsden, Abijah Hainpten, 
Avehariah Craig (dist), Jaeoh Penturf, Frank McFarland, Clint McFarland, 
John Hause, Wm. H. Michawls, Jol Shaffer, Geo. W. Craig, James R. Tow 
(died), Henry MeCune (div), Tale Kalp, Teney B, Kulp (died), Win. A. 
Cray, Robert Williams, Ww. William (died). Company [—Urias Tong, 
Puarl S. Sharp, Company M—Owen Lee, Thomas Copper, Jolin W. Rose. 
Company P—Second Lieutenant Menry 1 Opdvke and Michael Norton. 
Compeny E—John Poreman (wounded Jone 17, 1863 near Westport, Mo.) 
Sime reritnont-—Liloyd Daniele, 

Tenth Kansas Cavalry, Company F—John Williams, Edward lyndo 
wie dolonel of the ¥th cavalry and Willoughby Doudna, of Himuboldi, was 
coptiin of Company G, afterwards o major of the regiment. Nearly all of the 
Wilson county volunteers were out three years and shared in active service, 
Nor a deserter was recorded among them and, the war over, they returned 
quietly te their lonely and isolated cabin homes mmidst Indian hunting grounds, 
without formal greetings of acelaim or popular demonstrations in their honor. 

Tt is novel—not to say aurprising that many at first thought might be dis- 
posed to disevedit it—that a mounted regiment enlisted tm 1861, was ealled nud 
was ollicially recognized by the Confederate authorities as the “South Kansas- 
‘Texas régiment.” W. P. Lane, an active officer, wae its lieutenant colonel and 
the organization first fought Hopoeithlevohola in the Indian Territory. It 
next bore a suspicious part © the battle af Pea Ridge. Th was well known later 
ne the 8rd Texus cavalry, Prefixing the name “South Kansas-Texas” proves 
that in the aouthern part of this state a respectable quota of men went south to 
haltle for the stirs and bars, 

September 12, 1861. Humboldt was sacked und October 16th abnost 
destroyed by the toreh of Rebel guerrilla hands from the Thdian Territory or 
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Missouri. These violent deeds were alarming to the settlers of Wilson county 
and southeasterth Kansas, and from that time forward troops were stationed 
at Homboldt, 

Company G, 16th Kansas state nilitia met at Beluiont at reyular intervals 
to drill, A ood imny Wilson coonty eettlers were enrolled ne members of this 
company. Its caplain was Joseph H. Gunby, now a resident of Buffalo. The 
i ee wie Callod oul in October, 1864, on aveoont of the eventfal Price 
raid. 

A running fight belween a party of sixteen of mghteen Rebels und Osage 
Indians, in the spring of 1602 or 1868, pceurrad so near the line of Wilson 
county as to juetify its brief narration here. Moreover, while many historical 
articles of local and seovral interest lave leven published, and histories of 
nearby southern Kansas counties prepared and printed in book form, this event 
of the Rebellion hus not beon adequately or acurately put im type; thengh men- 
tion of ik wae made in Kansas newspapers over thirty years ago. At that time 
a simall band of Bie Till (Osage) Liliane, being in the vicinity of the Nesho 
river—a few wiles helow Osage Mission—ocame upon a spol whieh yave evi- 
denwe that a body of mounted etrangers had there encamped the night before, 
aud, as it wae on their reserve, their jealousy and vigilance was aroused, The 
trail of the invaders plainly lel westward, and the Tndians following it soon 
came within eight ef them and oppreache! with curious rather than hostile 
intent. ‘The trespassers were white men on picked horses and MeClellan 
saddles, well armen, and twe ov three, at least, were uniforms of gray. The 
inquisitive Red Men drew closer, howling not motions to keep hack, when one, 
move ventiresome than the others, was shot ane killed by the strangers, This 
event generated ample exeitement and inspired vengenuce. The Indians, too 
few te cope effectively with their now adversaries, sent their ewilfest runners 
around and ahead of the whites te Little Rew’s Little Osages, who were camped, 
or towne! on a tributary of Drom oreck, near the high and conical monnd 
situated about. two miles northwesterly from Cherryvale. The firat contingent 
of Indians pureve! and harrassed the white party as hest they could, both 
sides firing much ammunition. The conrse of the pursued bere direetly toward 
the Indian vendegvous ahead. The town eriere hurried through the village 
giving the alarm. oousing great tumult and “mounting in hot haste’ by the 
warriors, The situation hecaming perilous, the whites were put to tlight and 
the fighting was at closer quarters. Tho fugitives did not vary fn their route 
and almost squarely struak the Indian village, thence veering slightly south- 
west for a distance of four or tive miles to the Verdigris river, the warriors 
following hard and fast and attacking them in rear and flank, [etreating into 
the Verdigris timber on its east bank, about four miles above the site of In- 
dependence, they concentrated jn a narrow bend of the river and stayed the 
Tndian onset. Several of the party, probably as many as six, had been killed 
on the high prairie, Hemmer! in at the entrance of the bend, all hope of ¢s- 
eape eut off by the Oeages taking station on the opposite side of the river, their 
amunition nearly if not wholly exhausted, the belea command raised the 
white flag. This act was disregarded by the Indians, who fired from hoth 
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sidee Of the river until wvery man was killed. ‘The killing of the Tndian at the 
ontect wud the wounding of others in the running tight were given as the reasou 
for refusing to secept surrender. All the white men were sealped and be- 
headed, moet of their clothing removed, and their weapons, hoyses and saddles 
were appropriated by the vietors. On the persons of several of the slain were 
found papers whieh proved to he military commissions and authority from 
General Kerby Smith, then commanding at Little Rovk, for the enlistment of 
soldiers for service in the Confederate cause. It has been frequently asserted 
That all of the mon killed were te be olfiewrs in Lhe Rebel regiment tu be raised 
in the west and southwest; aud other accounts were to the effect thal the com- 
Iissions were for a colonel, captain wil lieutenant, which is less credible. 
Ex-Governor Samuel J. Crawford, who was eaptrin of Company A, 2nd Kan- 
sis Oovalry at the time, says, ina rovent letter bo the writer, that this event 
took piper in TH6R. We quote him; “Ae for Charley Harrison and his party 
who were killed by the Osayes in 1862 [ know but littl. Harrison was appoint- 
ml a Hewtenant ly Goy. Rohinson wand aseiymed to doty in the 2nd unex 
cavalry, While that regiment was in eunp at Shawneetown, near Kansas City. 
He was a dark-complected, handsome young mun who talked a great deal and 
said very litthe—im other words, was a sort of a raltle—brained blatherskite 
Who deserved to be killed on yeneral principles. He deserted from) the Second 
ind joined Quautrall: then, as T understand it, he was commissioned by Kirby 
Sinith of the Confederate army to raise a C. 8, A. regiment in Colorado and 
New Mexico. When overtaken by the Osayes on the Verdiprie he was enronte 
lo his reerniting station with a dozen or more of like characters, who were to be 
olfivers in his regiment. They were all cul short (beheaded) by the Osagee 
incl stopped in their wild eoreer, Whether these renegades were killed in Wil- 
vom county or what is wow Moutyomery county [ do not know, but possibly 
some of the oll Osages Gould loeate the place.” The udjutant general’s report 
shows that Harrison was mustered us first lieutenant of Couymny C, Zod Kan- 
sis cavalry December 3, 1861, and that he “deserted to the enmmy” Febrnary 
8, 1862. 

Traueliately a Mer the bloody affair on (he Verdizrie the Indians dispateh- 
wl deuriers to Humboldt to notify Captain Doudna, who was commanding at 
Hint post. A portion of lis company (A. M. Craig now of Fredonia being of 
the detuchinent) proceeded to the seené The bodies of ten or twelve men ware 
found with heads out off and in the condition above deseribed. Two or three 
were taken out of the river by the cavalrymen and all were buried in one grave. 
Then the soldiers, accompunied by the Osages, went back on the truck of the 
white mon, eight or ten miles, and huried at intervals, five or six other bidies 
where they had fallon. In recognition of their valiant! and important service 
to the Union, and a5 a political proposition—the Ovages not being all of one 
mind as to the war—Captuin Dourdna invited the warriors of the tribe to 
Humboldt to a fete or celebration, and many were present, some being atiended 
by their squawe and pupooees. Little Bear and other chiefs were of the namber. 
Four or five beeves were harbecued, other accessable food served in adundance 
and a heap big talk and a eelf-gratulation indulged in. The Osage brother 
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was the full-fed fighter and haughty hero of the hour, Little Bear spoke, re- 
newing his adhesion ta the Union and love for the Great Father at Washington. 
THe extenuaterd the refusal of the warriors to receive the surrender of the white 
party on the Vordigris and the act of beheading, saying of the latter that an 
lndian knew that when the head was cut off life would not return and they 
winted to make sure of death. 

During the Rebellion period an extensive =ystem of cattle-rustling was 
carried on mm Southern Wansas, the animals being brouglit in from the Indian 
Territory and Texas. The war lureing so many Indians from their homes es- 
pose] their stock to preying marauders. while everything found in or be- 
longing to Texas was regarded ds legitimate booty by the discoverers. About 
the close of the Rebellion the government tried to atop these purloining prac- 
tices and punish the guilly by sending cavalrymen into the Osage reservation, 
Thousunis of head of such cattle and hondrede of ponies were quartered in 
Wilson county when this wholesale appropriution of livestock was in progress. 


First Settlers and County Organization. 


The first setthanents were made in Wilson county in 1857 oo the Verdi- 
gris river in what became Verdigris township; on the same stream and ou 
Sandy ervek in 1856 in what ts new Webster township; on Buffalo ereek im 
18468 within the present confines of Clifton township: on the Verdigris river, 
in the sume vear, in the existing township of Guilford; on Pall river in 1863 
on landa now embraced in Pall River township. ‘The year of their locating and 
the namer of some of the tlret pioneers will be found wader the heads of those 
townships in which their lots were cast. Dering the slavery agitation which 
nffevted! Kansas Territory settlors were too few im this locality t® stir np 
adive political differences. This county’s aren was wholly within the Osage 
Indian reservation, set apart ae seh by a treaty made in TR25. As there were 
na snrveys, jist where the reserve line hegan was indetermyped and the venture. 
some squatter with southward meclination, woe not over-anxious to ascertain, 
exoopt that he wae tom diseroet to trench ton far upon the kingdom awarded to 
the aborigines. Yet temerity to seok abode in yalleys so broad and fertile and 
meadows so lixurmant and inviting wie not lacking, and many encroached to 
the extreme limit indicated through the tolerance or non-objection of the only 
rightful denizen. 

According te the United States consis of 1860 Wilson county had twenty- 
sever, White inhabitants. The deputy United States marshal making the enu- 
moration did not, it cin be assumed, know any mere than the settlers as to the 
county lines of polities! geography, honce no ane ean guess, with any degree of 
accuracy, where the lone twenty-seven “piile-faces” dwelt. Tho first civiliged 
intruders, above recited, were all or nearly all in Woodson county. From 1847 
to 1860 the settloments on the Verdigris in the northwest corner of the county 
frew considerahly, and some eovetous Clanonasions penetrated down that river 
toa point near the center of the present county. On Ruffalo creek, too, the 
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number coming wu) and building cabins increased, Bat the drouth of 1860, 
which has not sines had ils counterpart, furved many to return to their former 
homes in other states to winter, just as it did in all the populous portions of 
Kansas Territory. ‘The war of the Rebellion ensued the next year and re 
tarded the advance of white invaders, zeeking homes on these neres of the 
Wastslies. During 1863-4 mow settlers took claims on Fall river and smoke 
vase Trom cabins of pioneers farther dewn that stream than before. Many 
claims were taken between New Albany und the mouth of Rainbow creek and 
the setthonent grow etronger numerivally from New Albany wpward. 

In the early summer of 1864 Daniel CL Finn, who combined—with know- 
lodge of a lawver—a predilection to polities and the spirit of w promoter— 
i typo of the versatile early Kansau—~appoared in the sparce settlements on the 
Verdigris and Fall rivers and sprong the proposition to organize Wilson 
county. In the preewling twelve months the mimber of equatters on Fall 
river hud been anaterially enhanest. The question of organization was very 
venurelly agitated, developing strong opposition from a few of the moat influ- 
titi ones. Seme were favorable to the move on the ground of establishing law 
and order and affording protection to property, Others were opposed on the 
soore that organization Was Unnecessary and would entail useless public ex- 
pense. (There wae not an acre of taxable land in the county and no personal 
property. of which there was but very little. had ever been listed). Those ad- 
verse to and those endorsing the sehenwe were about equally divided, A meet- 
ing wos held in August at the house of John Shatter, hardby Fort Row by the 
friends of organization living on the Verdigris, and later its advocates on Fall 
river had a gothering for the same objeck at the home of Gearge M. Cotting- 
lan, A petition for organization was soon started, of which the following ia r 
trie aml correct copy of the original, certified to by the secretary of state, W. 
H. Smallwood, April 16, 1874, as the sume appeared on file and record in his 
ullice September 24. 1864, 

To bis Kxeelleney, Thomas Carney, Governor of Kaasas: 

We, the undersigned resident frec-holders of the anerganized county of 
Wilson, would most respectiilly ask your excelleney for Lhe immediate organ- 
zation of said county, and woold further sek (hat Syracuse may be designated 
as temporary vounty scat, if being located ws nenr as practical to the center af 
suicl county. 

We also aek and reeonimend that George M. Cottingham, W. M. Asher 
and William Brown may be appointed ae temporary county commissioners, aod 
Henry Pearmain may be appommted temporary county clerk, 

We also ask and recommend Jacob Buazard, of the town of Grant, aod 
John Craig, of the town of Syracuse. as temporary justices of the peace, 

We also ask that Robert Craig may lv appointed as temporary sheriff of 
eaid Wilson county. 

E. Justin, W. M. Asher, M. E. Wilson, (. C. Jowett, James Rhodes, Jol 
McCaig. W. H. Craig, Taewis Wickersham, K. Williams, Warren Greathouse, 
Frank Shannon, Jolm Shaffer, Tt. Graves, Harvey Jones, Robert Dougherty, 
Jas. Steel, William Muyes, Hiram Newl Win. A. Cook, Jacob Buzzard, Daniel 
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( Finn, John Craig, Robert Craig, Thomas Rhodes, Jasper Sharp, Henry 
Pearmain, Iruvey Lee, G. M, Cottingham, W. TP. Craig, M. W, Craig, George 
Shannon, Thomas Guin, J. EB. Childs Win, Carr, James Welch, 

lo his Excellency, Thomas Carney, Governor of the stale of Kansas; 

We, the undersigned, Win. Muves, Robert Craig and John Shaffer, resi- 
(lent free-lelders of the county of Wilson, in the state of Kansas, who, being 
duly sworn according to law, pon their oaths, du state that aforesaid unor- 
vanized county of Wilson, in the state of Kansue, now has and contains a 
population of not less that six hundred inhabitants, and that twenty or more 
of such inhabitants are free-holders. We would further state that a large 
wiajorily of the eitizens of the unorganized courty of Wilson desire the im- 
uate organization of said county as by stututes provided, would most re- 
speettully ask your excellency, in behalf of the citizens, to appoint George M. 
Cottingham, W. M. Asher and Wm. Browu to wet as county commissioners, We 
ask that Henry Pearmain be appointed special county clerk, We aleo ask that 
Syracuse may be designated as temporary county seat; said town of Svracuse 
bving az near as practical to the center of said eounty, 

Wim. MAYES 
ROBERT CRAIG, 
JOHN STATFER, 

Sworn and subseribed to before me, a notary public, in and for the county 
of Allen and state of Kanves. Io testimony whereof [ have hereunto set my 
hand ane offietal seal, at Tola, Raneas, August 24, 1804 

bh. A. TOWERS, 
Notury Publie, Allen county, Kansas, 
Miling No. 504; no tate. 
Mayes, William, et al: 

Petition for the organization of Wileen county and the appointment of 
tomporary offivers, with aflidavit, 

County organized in aecordanee with the within, 

THOMAS CARNEY. 
September 24, 1864. 
Received September 23, <8. 

Wilson county proper did not contain the requisite six hundred population 
to organize under the law, omitting Indians, nor could there have heen at that 
time a legal free-bolder in the county. Jt is a reasonable presumption that ae 
Finn prepared and had charge of the papers, that those who made affidayits 
did so under his direction and assurance and in perfect good faith. There were 
citizens who claimed afterward that their numes were placed on the petition 
without their knowledge or consent. 

The site of Syracuse, the so-called temporary county seal, was not fixed 
hy any dezeription fixed by law, the land bemg unsurveyed. But the chosen 
spot was from one-half to three-quarters of a mile west of where Fredonia 
stands, on the slope between Salt creek and Weat Mound. The writer has the 
original conatitution in manuscript, of the Syracase Town Company, embrac- 
ing oine articles and bearing the signatures of the following stockholders: 
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Danel C. Finn, Charles P. Twiss, EK. A. Howes, D. R. Hovey, Rollin C. An- 
derson, Wm. Brown, P. Perkins, John Shaffer, Robert Craig, Wm. M. Eaton, 
W. P. Graig, John Craig, George M. Cottingham, Walter M. Asher, James J. 
Wallnee, G, D. Bunch and Thomas Carney (by D, C. Finn.) A small cabin 
Wis raised near the proposal townsite and a surveyer ran lines and laid off 
several blocks of lots. Finw claimed Syracuse ae bis home, but he “visited” 
most of the tine at G. M. Cottingham’s, on Fall river, and at G. D. Bunch’s, 
on Saidy creck, both of which gentlemen were mm hearty acvord with his pro- 
jects, Ln April, 1865, Finn says that he was notitied by the United States 
Didinn agent for the Osages not to make any improvements on the townsite 
With the single cabin, Nothing wore was done toward building a town at 
Syricuse, but in Lippiocolt" Gazetteer of thirty yoars ago was this alphabeti- 
cal entry; “Syracuse, a post village, capital of Wilson county, Kaneas, on 
Fall river, 142 iniles south of Topeka; contains two stores and ten houses; laid 
wur in September, 18642" 

Returning to the orgunization of the county the annexed communication 
from D.C. Finn on the subject is appropriate: 

Columbus, Kansas, August 18, 1902. 

Dour Sir:—Sinee you were at iiy louse in this city T have reealled a few 
wititional fants in relation to the organization of your county which may as- 
sist you itt making the history correct, 

In the winter of T8fs-4+ I wes employed to make ont the claims of the 
Uxshome guard soldiers who had enlisted in Company BE, 15th Kansas cavalry, 
sid company then being stationed al the Osage Catholic Mission in Neosho 
county, My place of business wie at Iola. After the odjournment of the 
Naneas legislature of 180d, Ifo. H. DD. Rogers, a inember of the House from 
Allen county. on his return home stopped at Tola and informed D. R, Hovey, 
J.T, Christy and others that Governor Thomas Carney was anxious to have 
the unorganized countics of Wilson and Neosho organized+ that the governor 
said their organivation would enable the state to extend over them the civil 
laws of Kansas, which would also prove an advantage from a military point 
of view, 1 Was requested to go to Wilson cowily and advise with such men as 
Messers Bunel. Craigs. Cottingham, Shuffer, Pearmain and others loyal to 
the government and report the result to D, R. Hovey. LT complied, and it re- 
sulted in a ineeting or convention being held at Tola in June, 1864. The 
iriends of the organization schene in Allen county were interceted in maving 
ile eounty seat of that county froin Humboldt to Tola. 

Ati the lola meeting referred to there were poesent from Wilson county 
vinht delevates, fron Neosho county eight, with ten eitizene from Allen and 
four or five from Woodson counties, 1). R. Hovey wie selected a chairman and 
Chas, P. Twise as secretary. | raised the question of the legality of organizmg 
conities on Dndian land under the organic acl adniitting Kansas as a state 
inte the Tnion and a decision made at Fort Seott by Judge Williams, U. 8. 
(istrict judge, TH. D. Rogers replied that the Osage Dndians had ceded to 
the government 4 tract of land on the east end of their reservation, thirty miles 
east und weet and fifty miles north and south: alsoa strip twenty miles wide oit 


RSU HISTORY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS. 


the novth side of said reservation und extending to the western limit or 
boundary thereto; that the Indians had, in said treaty, given their consent +o 
said ceded lands beimg ineluded in the jurisdiction of the state of Kansas, He 
ndded that said treaty had not yet heen ratified by the United States. 

At.the lola convention a resolution te erganige Wilson county was firet 
adopted and | was chosen to prepare the necessary papers, have them executed 
uceording to the law and presont then te Governor Carney, which I did. The 
governor, before acting, submitted the petition and statement of facts to the 
attorney peneral, whe approved the same, and Governor Carney then granted 
the petition for organization aod commissioned three special county commis 
sloners and a special county clerk and designated Syracuse as the temporary 
eounty seat. After my rerun to Wilson county with the commissions of the 
special oftivors, the papers were executed maid sent by mail to Governor Carney 
for the arganization uf Neosho county. 

The Syracise Townsite Company hil made a conditional contrnel for 
locating a saw mill on Fall fiver near the townsile of Syracuse, and | eatled 
of the OD. S. agent for the Osage Indians for a permit, whieh he denied, Later, 
YT was notified by hint hot to move any saw mill on the Osage Indian resorvation 
or paul up any binldings at Syracuse until the treaty mentioned was ratified by 
(hie sciate. 

There were « muimier of worthy and patriotie citizens residing im Wileen 
county at the (ute of ite organization, but a inajormty of the settlers claimed 
that honest men noted no lows; that a shotgon was preferrahle te a court of 
justice. To which Mr, Cottingham rephed in a speech that no honest man 
wae afraid oF low. 

1 have written you the above facts in order that you may more fully un- 
derstuced the motive that myself and others had in the orgunisation of Wilson 
county, Ti wis my intiattion at the time to make Syracuse my fature home, 

Yours Truly, 1D. C. FINN. 

Mr. Finn's explanation of the canzes leading to the organization of Wilson 
eoroty is certainly plausible sud apparently logical. Governor Carney was a 
candidate for U. 5. senator against James AH, Lane and the legislature to de 
elde the senatorial contest was to be chosen at the general election of November, 
1iid. Tf Carney was anxious to organize Wilson and Neosho counties at that: 
time, his political ambitions probably impelled him as much az cid the “inili- 
tary necosaity” feature and the extending of state authority over the Osage 
lands. ‘Two prospective votes for senator made tt good policy to grant orguni- 
vation. Then Mr, Finn could work matters so as to be one of them, which he 
did, while HL D. Rogers became the Neosho county represuntative. The former 
told the writer that; he und Rogere anid the Jola erowd greatly desired the 
ratification of the (alleved) Orage treaty of 1868, but that Senator Lane, not 
being favorably disposed to ratitleation, might he mfuenced in behalf of the 
treaty by the interested persone mentioned controlling tive or six votes m the 
senatorial election which involved his seat. ‘This tack was rendered umiyailable 
on acount of Lane’s re-election, by a strong majority, becoming assured, Finn 
and Rogers both voled for Lane, Tn 1866 Mr. Finn inaugurated the moyement 
whereby Cherokee coutty was organized, und he was olected its first representa- 
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five; receiving a plurality of six votes, with four candidates running and a 
total of 352 votes thrown. That beat a poll of 25 votes in Wilson county. 

D.C, Finn was born in Middletown, Orange county, New York, Januory 
8, 1897, utd come to Wansas in May, 1849, locating first at Atchison. 


County Seat Elections. 


lt is the history of the average county in Kansas that the first publio 
thing omgaging uttention arousing interest has been the question of locar- 
ing the cownty seat. In thinly-settled counties the matter naturally remains 
dormant fora time: but atter the population bad inereased or promised to soon 
sproai] and possess the land there was ne staying the rising tide of feeling for 
a fight for the eapital prize. Tf a settler was inelined to indifference the mew- 
bor, friend or partisan of some of the conpanies or parties that had laid out 
Lownritee and were ambitions to make their place the county seat, would warm 
Hin up and make him an outspoken champion of one of the aspirants Nine 
mit of ten mon were, hewever, woverned by what they conceived to be their 
personal mtevests. The county seat was an advantage which nothing else could 
eyual wnder (he prevailing ¢ireumelances in a new country. ‘lo win it usually 
meant the life or death of a town seelcing the distinction, ‘The contests aceon 
panving elections frequently indueed lawlessness nal loeal anarchy, frauds on 
the hallet box, Wiegal voling on a reckless seale, dishonest methods of various 
corte. and other most disreprtable acts and pruclices, none of wloeh would have 
hoon atieinpled, much less successfully employed, in an election held tor any 
other purpose. And for rancor, bitlerness, jealougy und hatred between the 
peuple of rival downs and loenlities nothing could augravate such a state of 
sentiment to the extent that ib was produce! in nomerous Kansas counties hy 
coluity seat stroggles, While Wilson county experienced exciting dissensions 
mul unpleasant trials, with thy inevitable pernicious effeets of county seat 
agilntion. hor story under this head is a muilit cixptat in comparison with that 
of many counties, 

The fivat time any votes were reeorded tor county sent wag at a special 
vluction held December 13, 1864, to elect the first county mud townehip officers 
under the county organization, Fifteen votes were reported for Syracuse for 
permanent county seat, in the abstract of votes at this election ryfurned to the 
secretary of state und vertiied to by G. M. Cottinyham aud Willian Brown as 
county commissioners. Nothing came of it, as Syracuse was mniderstood to be 
a lone cahin on the unsurveyed prairie at the base of the weet one of the Twin 
mounds. It is not known that any official declaration resulted from the cast- 
ing of the fifteen votes. The county had no nse for a capital. 

A petition bearing the signature of 113 voters was presented to the county 
commissioners on Moreh 2. 1807. asking that an election be ordered to vole 
on the relocating of the county seat, ‘Chis was the initial legal step talent 
this county to settle this question. The petition was grantod and the election 
appointed for “the third Saturday in April” Tndications are that the sul 
seyuent proceedings in this connection were not legal in form. The conmnis- 
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sioner Inet April 27th to canvass the retarns. W, HL. Morgan had been ap- 
pointed county clork and Richard Stallings was acting as deputy. ‘he record 
of the canvass is incongruovs and unsatisfactory. It appears that Verdigris 
township gave G9 votes for Kalida and 10 for Tonsa: Fall Riyer tawnship, 77 
votes for Twin Mounde and 2 for Centerville; and Buffalo lownehip, 43 votes 
for Kalida, The return shows a decisive tinjority for Kalida and her election. 
But the commissioners decided (though the clerk failed to note it) that the 
vote of Bullalo was not “solid” for Kalida, part of it having been retarned 
for Center or Centerville, and a second election wae ordered for April 30, ap- 
parently only Uiree davs notice. The enivass of the second election was con- 
hueled on May 4. Twin Mounds receiving 112 and Clifton 111 votes, the for- 
mer being declared cleeted by one majority. At the first eleetion Kalida had 
received exactly the same number of votes thrown for Twin Mounds in the 
second (rial, There wae nothing in (he shape of a town at Kalida. It and 
Clifton were but numes wppliad to the northwest quarter of section 16, township 
28. ranve 1). Jusb above the mouth of Sutton branch, in Guilford township. 
The land, now owned by Singleton brothers, is subject to overflow ly the 
Verdigria. Tonsa consisted of a store owned hy BR. KR. Parris and A. Tueker 
in Cedar township, at Shawver's ford of the Verdigris, on the south half of 
section §, township W, range £6, Parris, in wu printed cirenlar signed by him 
ak “secralary Tonea Co,” said: “The Tonsa Town Co. bas been duly meor- 
porated uecording to luw, and ueree to give the county, in case the county seat 
is Ineated in Tonsa, sufficient ground for all county purposes on any part. of the 
fownaite that may be seleeted by the county commissioners or other county 
nuthorities.” The Twin mounds show for themselves and will forever. 

The county seat was considered to be at Coyville, but the officers, having 
little official husinese to perform, kept at their respective homes such records 
and papers as they were intrusted with. The holding of sessions by the county 
dominvisaioners, in the summer and fall of 1808 at the Twin Mounds, in J. A. 
MeMahan’s rude building, and the starting of the town of Fredonia in the same 
vicinity awakenm! Coyville and other aspirants for county seat honors as to 
the outlook. The Commissioners met in Fredonia in regular quarterly session 
April 13, 1869. A petition was filed at this meeting by Thos. C. Singleton and 
334 others, asking that an election to relocate the county seat he ordered. 
Commissioners John Hancock and John Woodman voted for and Commis- 
sioner C. B. Jackson yoted against granting the petition. The election came off 
on May 25. Fredonia, Coyville, Guilford and Verdigris were candidates. The 
result was as follows: 


Election on County Seat, May 25, 18609. 


Votes by Townships Coyoile, Guilford. Verdi. Predania, 
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Az no point had seeured a majority of all the yotes east, a second election 
Was required to choose between the two candidates that had obtained the 
highest number, Fredonia and Coyville. At the final election, held June §, 
Fredonia reeeived a total of 302 and Coyville of 241 votes, and the former was 
(duly declared to be the county sent, This was the first time Fredonta had won 
in her own name, 

Within tho next year two mew and promising towns were founded in 
Wilson county, Altoona and Neodesha. The country around each had become 
as thickly settled as any other portions of the county. Both towns continued 
to thrive, as did Fredonia, during S70 und 1871, Noodesha, in particular, 
displaying marked enterprise und attaining a population approximating L000. 
Altoona initiated » movement in the exrly spring of 1871 to secure a county 
seal eluction. Neodesha and Guilford joined in siguing the petition and the 
necessary mimnber of legal signatures was obtained. A tmaes meeting was 
held at Altoona January 21, to unite the Verdigris valley people. The senti- 
ment that the county seat should be moved te the Verdigria river was generally 
voiced wnt approvel When the commissioners passed npon the petitions 
another county seal battle was decreed. The county now had nearly 8,000 in- 
habitants and a county seat election was not a tame and tentative meident, 
us in the dave of Tones, Verdi, Kalida, etal., but an intensely enlivening, 
depths-stirring event, nnabating and all-ahsorbing in interest. From the 
timbered hills to Little Bear mound and from the gourees of Duck ¢reek to 
the Swede settlement in Colfax township, every claim-holder stood up openly 
for his favorite town. None was neutral, but all eagerly embraced the issue. 
The three papers in the county, one cach at Fredonia, Neodesha and Altoona, 
championed their respective towns with enthusiasm and persistence, denounced 
their vivals in terms more vigorous than respectful, and nailed lies in every 
column of their pages. The Fredonia Town Company, assiated by citizens, 
had oreeted and donated to the county for a court house, a frame building 
30X50 feet, two stories high and divided into seyen rooms; also the lot on whieh 
it is located (now occupied by the county jail) and hac deeded the public 
square to the county. All this property, the Fredonia Journal sseaell wis 
worth $20,000.00, and by the removal of the county seat the taxpayers of the 
county would be losers accordingly. The result of the election was as follows: 


Vote by Townships. Gleay. Center, Fredonia, Alloana.  Neadashe. 
TOMAM: fons b-fale dno 8 y0guylee “DP 12 it 
USTRGs: o BNais ode shh hun 55, 205,3 7 fi L 
Neodesha ......... fis.wepes fh qi 3 5a6 
Sit. i eee. ee 79 Ts 1 Lo 
Pleasant Valley ...-.....-0. 28 85 
PUP WEEIO: Thain vain veiebhlesie pOe ie 1 46 a2 
(TRO Sone seuns toscahs 128 
Grab lrered. «ia. .v\c ppeas'a pis tee a 21 + 
Dace Creal | .o0}cie-o.siele-sserse ake 58 2 
Gear 02% dens shew 'e tabidoiatel: be 1 134 ” 


$34 HISTONY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS, 
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Fredonia and Neodesha were the two highest, but no point receiving a 
majority of all the votes a second election became necessary and was ordered 
for May 28. The geographical center was voted for as “Section 35, township 
28, range 15." The total number of yotes polled at the above first election was 
2,075 and exceeded avowed expectations, The large vote of Center and Neo- 
desha township indicated that no elector in either of these precincts had been 
permitted to eseape his duty, Neodesha lad apparently been helped by set- 
(lers in Montgomery county, while Fredonia had drawn liberally on the un- 
known of the Oxbow bend and Timbered Hills and employed a latent and 
magical art with palpable effect. Altoona’s disappointment and chagrin over 
the firet election heat was emphatically manifested, She had felt confident of 
being one of the two highest and haying a chance in the final race. Her sup- 
porters in Cedar, Chetopa and Pleasant Valley townships did not disguise their 
indifference, as shown later by the reduced vote in those townships at the second 
election, between Fredonia and Neodesha. Many, alleging that the two big 
towns were resorting to illegal practices and frandulently swolling their vote, 
sail they could fight it out between them. caring little whieh came out ahead. 
As a fact Altoona, with Neodesha u cuulidate could not, with only 414 votes i 
the firat running, avoid being shut out in the seeond. Four days prior to the 
second eleetion # committee, composing two citizens of Fredonia (W. A. Peffer 
wad C, C. Chase) and several citizens of Neodesha (R. 35. Futhey, A. K. Phelon. 
K. D, Huntley, et al.) jointly entered into a written agreement to “eonduct the 
vext election fairly and according to law’ that “the people of the two towns 
will use all proper means to prevent illegal yoting:” that “each party hereto 
shall he allowed to use suy means of cuarding the terms of this agreement and 
enforcing their fulfillment which may be thought advisable by said party.” 
Eloction day arrived. Tlere is the table showing results: 
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Vote by Township. Fredonia.  Neoilexhe. 
INGRHESHE 6 vie vse teh ereh aisle eer es seed: ae £50) 
Newark occ ant 6052403 240929 7s 4 05 84 syed et 404 teak A 118 
eh a eee eh ee oe oe rer TY 

Totals ..... pitt? Heh Sg obs Fre ehrivie-pes tie testes 1165 a3 


Fredonia had won by a decisive majority on the face of the returns. The 
total yote in the county was 2106, 207 less than on May 6. Center townelip’s 
total poll Was $3 less and Nevdesha’s 62 less than at the previous election, Citi- 
wons of Neodesha who were present af the election in Fredonia claimed tha! 
the mutaal compact to held an honest election was ignored, Various trrey- 
Wlarilivs were charged and procealings instituted at the September (1871) 
term of the chetriet court to test the legality of the election in Center town- 
ship, The case was tried al the May (1872) term before Judge John Kk, 
Goolwin, ‘The findings of fact submitted by the court numbered eighteen, 
with six separate conclusions of law. The irregularities were so many and the 
acts of illegality so distinet that the eourt found, July 27th, that “the pre- 
tended! election held in Center township is yoid and should be set aeide and 
that the legal vetes cast in the remaining precincts in the county hemg in 
lavor of the town of Neodesha, the said last named place is in law the county 
seat of Wilson county? The frand which contributed chiefly to the setting 
aside of the election was the fact that 127 fictitious names had been placed on 
ihe poll books of Center township before the voting began, Had this grors 
imposition not been perpetrated Fredonia would still have had 103 majority ; 
have heen spared mealewlable embarrassment and injury to her prestige, andl 
her citizens would have been sayed at that junetiwe and in the sueceedinge two 
years in court, election and collateral expenditures, several thousand dollars; 
a lot of money for a poor and struggling community to raise in those hard 
times, 

Soon after the appeal to the supreme court and pending the decision of 
(he higher tribunal, Fredonia went lo work lo secare another county seat 
election. The requisite petitions were presented to the board of eounty cam- 
missioners at a special meeting in December and an election ordered for 
Jannary 13, 1873. Kredonia’s friends deposited 4500 with County ‘Treasurer 
Hunt to defray expense of the election, The candidates were Fredonia, See- 
tion 85 (Center), and Altoona. Neodesha did not enter but favored the 
Center, acting upon the theory that as there was no town nor suitable buildings 
for offices on section 34 the county seat, if voted there, would necessarily land 
in her net under the expected decision of the supreme court on the election of 
May %3, 1871. The latest election showed up by the official canyass thus: 
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Vole by Townships. Fredonia. Altoona. Section 35, Centralia. 
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The total vote was 1806, including two cast for “Geographical Center” hut 
not counted. The county had declined in population in the preceding two 
years. Another election between the two highest candidates, Fredonia and 
Section 35, must be held. Unlucky Altoona; with aspirations still unquenched, 
was again shut out in the initial contest. January 28th was set for the con- 
clusive test, and this was how the vote appeared by the official count: 
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The aggregate on wat 1471 votes, with Fredonia the victor by 27 ma- 
jority, and by that election the county seat was anchored to the Twin Mounds. 
The lightness of the vote was due to the remarkable coldness, rarely equaled 
in Southern Kansas. In a number of townships not to exceed one-half the 
electors went to the polls. It was a day of notably extreme weather throughout 
the central west. For several hours in the forenoon the mereury stood at 
nine degrees below zero, a strong north wind prevailing, and at no time during 
the day did the temperature rise more than two degrees above zero. Imagine 
the fatefulness of such an atmosphere on an occasion when. as Noble Prentis 
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expressed it, “every troe citizen considers it his patriotic duty to zo to the 
polls and cast all his yotes for his chosen candidate for county aeat,” 

The returns o£ this olection were no sooner canvesset than the neual 
tharyes of illegal voting, ballot box stulling and fraud were made, the losing 
side wing most vociferous, Neodesha, not huving the direct and vital interest 
Fredonia had in the result, less than one-half the former voters of that town- 
ship braved the terrible storm by going to the polls: but neighbors and town 
friends of such adsentecs saw that their votes were uot lost. The names of 
practically all the actual electors of that township, as well as of various per- 
sons who had inoved away, appeared on the poll books aud Imlots correspond- 
ing in Humber were counted from the bex. The conduet of the election in 
Neolesha Was notorious. On the ofber hand the oppevents of Wredonia 
oniginated reports that about filty ilegal yotes bad been cast in Center town- 
ship and the poll books tampered with, whereby the 27 majorily was gained. 
The total vote of 289 in Center township did not sugeest widue inflation, and 
thoagh the election was contested in the emrts, no effort was undertaken ta 
prove Trand or illegal voling in aaid township. In Cedar township the poll, 
suspiciously large for x nine-deereehelaweaere day, wae in favor of Fredonin; 
but neither the election nor the returns were legally attacked, If Cedars 
vote lor Fredonia was vulnerable, Neodeeha’s for Seetion 34 was exytual by 
so; and if the election in both had been contested and set aside or the qnes- 
tionable votes iu each thrown ont, Fredemin’s majority in the remaining pre- 
eineta would have been between 200 and 300, 

June 3, 1875, the supreme court attirmed the decision of Judge Goodia, 
xetting ueide the election in Center township on May 23, 1871. and declaring 
Newlesha the county seat. Tn the early spring of 1874 Neodesha’s friends, 
arma? with a copy of the order or mandate of the supreme court, sent two log 
wagens and several yoke of oxen to Fredonia to move county safes and other 
property to the junction of the Verdigris and Fall rivers. A copy of the 
mandate was read and the bull-whackers nade an akward etart at louding the 
publie plunder, On the comet band’s bass drum, from the top of the old 
eourt house, the long roll was vigorously and excitedly beaten by Frank Cale 
to warn the clats to rescoe. Tt was a ludicrous affair. The drum head was 
knocked in and the town loafers stimulated to a quickstep. Probate Judge 
Stivers issued a temporary writ enjoining the removal, the same was promptly 
served by Sheriff A, BE, Smith, and the transportation departed without any 
hal last, 

Then dhe question got into the courts again in various forms. The 
legality of the commissioners’ procedure in ordering the last county seat 
election, also the right to hold such election pending the action of the supreme 
court on the election of May 23, 1871, were involved in application for an in- 
junction to prevent their moving. The services of ablo counsel from abroud 
were invoked by Nuodesha and all the leading lawyers of the country were 
enlisted on one or the other side, The mandamus was denied, and on May 
1), 1874, Judge Goodin held the last election to have been legal in every 
partivular and granted the application for a writ enjomimg the county officers 
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from taking their offices away from the connty seat. On this decision New- 
desho appealed to the supreme court, and before ite determination thereon, 
O. H, P, Sheffer, register of Geed=—on or abont October Ist, following—aftear 
seerot preparation. moved the records of his office to Neodesha and established 
himecl! there for public business. No other oflicer ever se moved or attempted 
fo move. September 7. 1879, the supreme court sustamed the district court’: 
injunction of May 1, TRT4. This was the culmination, ending the loog 
Litigation and malting Fredonia the natrammelled und undisprted capital of 
Wilson county, ‘Two weeks later the recromt rogister of deeds returned to his 
post of duty. The dtd not run fora second leorm, Tn December, 1880, petitions 
were ciretlated in the yieinity of Altaona for a county peat election, but it wees 
suun found Tposeible io secure the essential number of legal signatures ta wet 
in vlection orderct, Absolute peseo and quiet have ruled for twenty-seven 
Venn, 


The Osage Indian and His Treaties. 


The Osages ane a tribe of Indians of the Dakota family. Marquette found 
them on the Missouri river in T6738, hut before 1700 they had been foreed by 
enemies to the Arkansas, The French some yenrs Inter went among them and 
lormed friendly relations, An attempt of the Sywmiards to mgratiate thon- 
silver was nok soccessful, and the attuehnent of the trihe to the Freneh wae 
strenethened by dhe visit oF somm Chiefs to France in 3726. After the pur- 
chuse of Louisiana by the United States and when Captain Pike was sent out 
on hia expalition in J806 that he might report among othar matters to the 
sovernment what dort of a country ih had divested in, he was impressed with 
the wreat influence of the Freneh over them, previously, He notes an interest- 
ing story told him by an aged Little Osuge ehief who said he was at Brad- 
dock’s defewt (1755) with all the warriore that could be spared from the 
Grand and Little Osage villages; that the general place of rendeavous of the 
Indians in that campaign was near a Jake and large waterfall (swpposer to be 
Niagara); that they were absent from their villayes in the west seven tuoths 
and were obliged to eat their horses on thetr long return journey. Onur gov- 
ermment’s intercourse with the Osages began soon after the aequisition of 
Louisiana, at which time the Graod (Big) Osapes were chiefly on the Arkan- 
saa, while others of this branch were, with the Little Osages, on the Osage 
river, though in separate tribal villages, in what is now the state of Missourt. 
They were estimated in all at 6.300 and assumed sway over most of the region 
hetween the Missouri, Osage and Arkunsas rivers. They warred with neigh- 
horing tribes, especially the Cherokees to the southward, with whom they 
eonstantly conflicted, By a treaty at Fort Clark, on the Miasonri river, in 
1808, the Osages came into fellowship with and under the protechon of the 
government, and by that treaty and others rapidly following it their territory 
in the present states of Missouri and Arkansas was ceded to the United States. 
The next important treaty wae in 1825, June 2, when the tribe relinquished 
all claim to the country that lay south of the Kansas river and north and 
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weet of the Red river, east of o line drawn trom the head sourecs of the Kan- 
eas river southerly through the Retk Saline, excepting a atrip 50 miles wide 
extending from a line £5 miles west of the Missouri state line to the west line 
of the cowl territory. The excepted 50 mile strip constituted the reservation 
of the Osage tnidtins for forty years and cinbraced the county of Wilson, 
As varly oe 1827 the Osages began moving (o their reservation, erecting: their 
wigwitus along the Neasho and Verdigvis rivers. Prier thereto this had been 
Chevy hunting grovad, their villages being farther past and north, In a 
history of Labette county, by Hon. Nelkon Case, he tells of a bloody battle 
about 1837 between 4 band of Cherokees and the Little Town band of Osagos 
Ina grove a fow miles eyuth of Osweyo, Nearby all the latter, numbering about 
LO and including inen. women wad children, were killed. The Osugee were 
drunk ond the butehery wags in revenge for an expedition made by then into 
the Cherokee country. White Hair. then a amall boy, afterward principal 
chief, was spar, not being with the fated) band on that disastrous diay. 

The Osage reservation conprisod in its autively the largest bedy of gonitl 
land in Kansas remaining unsettled when the rebellion closed in LR65. Tb 
Was fe Inviting as the promised land te the children of Ternel, but. the covetoue 
heeded outa Moses te lead them. Another chapter wae to be added ta the 
story of vivilization’s inexorable course, The principle of the greatest good to 
the yrentest munber, without distinetion of race, old compete and sentimental: 
isi Was parmount ard irresistihle, 

Mit Canville trading post, tn Nensho county, September 2), 1805, 4 
treaty wae nepetiated with the Indians hy the terms of the firat article of 
which they were to receive $300,000 for a 30-mile steip off the east end of their 
neervetlion. Thik tract ombraced the counties of Neosho antl Lahutte and a 
fraction Jest than three miles alang the vaat side of the counties of Wilson 
ind Montgomery, and wae knewn as the Osage Ceded Lands. After amend- 
ments by the senate and their aceeptanwy by the Indians, the treaty was pros 
claimed hy President Johnson and became operative Junuary 21, 1867. 

By the svoond article of suid treaty the Osuges ceded to the United States 
in trust a “tract of land twenty miles in width from north to south off the north 
aide of the remainder of their reservation and extending ite entire length from 
ost te west.” This was known as the Osage Trnat Lands or 20-mile strip. It 
was to be surveyed and sold for the Indians’ benefit under the direction of the 
general land office at a priee not less than $124 per acre and was obtamable 
only by actyal pettlers jn amounts not exceeding 140 acres under the provis- 
ions of the general pre-emption law. Tho lands were surveyed by the govern- 
ment in the spring of 184, and gradually the Indiuime moved to their remain- 
ing real estate on the south. By the Canville treaty over three-fonrths of 
Wilson county, including what are now the townships of Clifton, Verdigris, 
Webster, Prairie, Guilford, Conter, Fall River. Cedar, Colfax, Ploasamt Valley, 
Chetopa, and nearly one-half of Newarle township became available to home- 
avwkers, Within two years from the presidential proclamation declaring that 
faci the choice bottom claims on Fall and Verdigris civers anil on the larger 
crecks, as well as many of the best quarters on the wpland prairie, were taken 
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wHil the task of redueiny the wilde became active and general, But the in- 
wining settlers did not halt at the south Hine of the 20-mile strip. Hundreds 
went farther svuthward nid selected locations on the residue of the Osage 
reservation, Which was 30 juilos in breadth. ‘lTownsites were picked ont, sur- 
veyed and city building enthusiastically started. This beeanse destiny pointed 
to the early opening of the land te settlement. 

On May 27, 1868, a treaty with the Osages was concluded on Drimn creer 
Montyomery county, for the disposition of the Diminished Reserve, or 30-mile 
stnp. ‘This was popularly called the Drum creck treaty or the Sturgis treaty, 
Wm. Storie was the eontrolling spirit im ite negotiation, By ite terms the 
entire Diminished Reserva, oorprising 8,005,000 aeres was to be sold to the 
Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston railway company for $1,600,000, or a fiae- 
tien under 20¢ peracee. It was aniderstood that Sturgis would be the bodireet 
heneficiary Of this stupemlous wrong. The treaty was a premeditated, 
thoroughly-planined and enecesstully executed Fraud from ite incipleney up to 
the stage of its submission to the United States for ratification, It was even 
moro—a Trane steal, so extensive ds to le infamons—and the ollieials, poli- 
timans and leading men who approved or aided and abetted in the attempt to 
carry if ont deserved to be luried so deep under popular obliquy that they 
would never again publicly show their heads. The Indians were no doubt 
undily influenced by the promoters and relaimers of the L. L. & G, railroad 
company, The treaty commission, with special interpreters, Indian agents 
abd advocates of the scheme. had gone into the Indian conntry accompanied by 
a detuchment of the Seventh U.S. cavalty commanded by Capt. Geo. W. 
Yates. (Yates and lis troup went down to death with General Custer on the 
Rose Bad, June 24, 1876,) The comntission composed N. G. Taylor, pres- 
ident: ‘Thos. Murphy, Geo. C. Snow, Albort G. Boone and A. N. Blaeklidge, 
secrvlary, with three interpreters. Those sigming the treaby by way of at- 
lesting the signatures (X-marks) of the Osage chiefs and their adherents were 
Alex BR. Banks, specinl 0. 5S. bidian ugimt: Geo. W. Yates, captain Seventh 
eavalry: M. W. Reynolds, reporter for commission; Charles Robinson, I, 3. 
Kalloch, Moses Neal, W. P. Murphy, We, Baheoek and the interpreters, Ales, 
Beyelt, Lewis P. Choteau and Agustus Captaire, The first Osage snark was 
onder the title of Joseph Paw-neno-pashv, White Hair, principal chief, follow- 
ad by the Indian names of LOG other chiefs, councillore and braves of the Big 
und Littl: Osage tribes. OF Tulians signing the deenment who were known by 
many Wilson county pioneers were Bluck Dog, Little Beaver, Nopawalla, 
Strike Ax. Wavohake, Chetopah, Hard Rope, Watisanka and Melotuinuni 
(Twelve O'Cloek). Little eBar was dead. 

By the time this treaty reached the senate the settlers on the reserve were 
aroused and their friends throughout the state and many newspapers shared 
openty their feeling and espoused their cause. A determined fight was made 
againet the ratification of the treaty, lol by Hon. Sidney Clarke, Kansas’ sole 
eomgressman. Both senators were silently for the robber measure, Senator 
BE. G. Rose a year later reported if to the senate eo amended as to divide up the 
lands with other railroad companies, without ndding to the price or making 
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itiy provision for the interests or rights of the settlers, But Congressman 
Clarke did vot relax in bis bitter opposition, He brought to light the objee- 
lionalle and wnjuet lestoree of the treaty, stood for the opening of the reserve 
to actual settlers ae the Trust Lands hod been opened, and as @ result of bis 
prolests and efforts and at hie request General Grant. soon after becoming 
presitint on Mareh 4, 1809, withdrew the treaty froin the senate. 

Sidney Clarke framed wod offered in the house the section in the annwal 
Indian appropriation hill, appreved July L5, 1870, whieh opened the Dimin- 
isha Reserve to actual settlers only at #L25 per acre, exeepting the 16th and 
d0th sechions, which were reserved to (he stule of Kansas for sehoul purposes 
Affir a two voare’ dontest he lad prevented the consumation of the greatest 
swindle oa Jidians ane settlers alike ever concocted in Kansas, The railroads. 
losing the vieh prige whieh seemed almost seeurely withn their paasp, combined 
in the campaign of TSF) against Clarke and defeated him for renomination ou 
corigress. By the failure of the Drom Creek treaty the townships of Duck 
Cresk, Talleyrand, Neodesha and slightly over one-half of Newurk, in Wilson 
county, containing abort $2,000 geres. beowme the vetates of settlers for $1.35 
per acre. 

Ata counedl held on Dra ervels in September, 1870, arrangements were 
wifecter for the final removal ol the remaining Osawee to their new home in 
the Indian Territory, joel south of Lue Kansas line, By thie act approved Joly 
15th of that year the president had been directed to make such removal as 
soon as the Tidinns would agree thereto, They went, 

The traditions of the nomeadie race which roamed over this remon, thei 
Hiherted and naturel home, with ave o legendary flavor and fascinating inter- 
este ‘he years lengthen and their orginal identity is gradually lost through 
the bi wilative fore of civilization. The white people who first settled here 
would! easte to sentiment on the Osnges, who stole horses und evinced cer- 
pertnees “1 other thievery, Taking others’ horses was with them wan inbred 
toulunes When they oeeupied the vast territory between the Kansas. anil 
Miseou.. wo the Arkansas rivers and extending 500 miles westward from the 
Mississippi, they replenished their horse supply by raiding the tribes fo the 
west and southwest of them, who reared or caught the animals in a wild state 
on the plains. Captain Pike, a8 early ae 2806, though on iw Uriendly mission 
among the Osazes, tells how, in spite al the good faith and honest mentions 
of the ebiefs, his men were constantly guarding then horses, 

The Osages were pretty reasonable toward the pioneer setilers of Wilson 
county. They permitted hundreds to enter their dominion and establish 
homes whe had neither legal nor moral right so te do; who cultivated the 
Inchans’ land without paying one-tenth the rental white men now exact from 
one another for nse of the same land; killed and lived off his game; pastured 
berses and cattle off his luxurant meadows, and turned hogs in his woodlands 
to grow and fatten for meat and gravy, The Osaye was not a harsh land- 
lord. He did not demand of the white tenant one-half, two-fifths or one-third 
of the product of hia soil delivered in the bin, or crib, or—at the nearest town, 

Little Bear, head chief of the Little Osage tribe, was very favorably re- 
garded by the claim-holders of Wilson county. He was friendly lo the whites, 
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had been true to the goyernineni during the rebellion, and hw did vet violate 
promises or agreements, Tlis tiflaenee was used with Ine tribe to have them 
treat the settlers fairly, abstain from theft wud be honest, His will was law 
with his peaple, whose ehieftainey had been of years’ duration. He visited 
much among the pale-faeml neighbors, was courteomely reeeived into their 
eabins anil shared their hospitable board with kein satisfaction. Tle was 
tharacteristically cager and hearty in the presence of viands. On many of his 
visits nto the country—he lived ina “village” when at home—he was avcom- 
panied by bis daughter. Leabtussa, a comely maiden who had reweived schooling 
at the Osage Mission and vided bin as an interpreter, Little Bear had « 
strong, am face, dienifiel bearing, and for a full-blond Todian, a relaxing 
anit soviable mitare. Hye was tot so tall as many Osuges, slightly leas than six 
leet. stout and brand of frame, with a deeided inclination tu corpuleney, and 
weighed fall 200 pounds. A fivorite rendezvous of the Little Osages for years 
prior to the relingvishment of their reservation was at the confluence of Fall 
and Voerdigris rivera, adjoining the site of Neodesha city, Little Bear's age 
is variously estimated by diferent persons whe who saw lin many tunes, all 
the way from 48 to tipwards of G0 years. Te died of pueumonia on Fall 
riven, just west of Neodesha, in Mareh ,1868. There existed between Dr. Allen 
McCartney and the Little Osage culer mutual friendship and contldenee, The 
doctor, called to the bedside of the chief in the afternoon of the night pre- 
Giling his death, knew that Little Rear could not survive. The latter, also 
eonsmens that his life was fast ebbing, had the doctor put on pauper an instrue- 
tien or regqnest as to the aucwession., being in snbstanee that he desired lis 
nine or ten yeur old son to become head chief when old enough, and wotil auch 
time Wyoehake (then third chief of the Little Ovages) should serve or he 
recogmiand as head chief, Little Bear's body wae interred on the summit of the 
lofty mound or commanding point hearing Ine name which denotes the sudden 
tormination of the igh and elongated rilee imtervening between the Verdi- 
gvis and Fall rivers. a mile nerth af Neodesha. The burtal was attended with 
the utninet display and eermaneny by his mourning tthe and wae witnessed by 
Whites who had ascended the hi} with the Indians, The grave was marked by 
a rude wall or enelasuve of stenes visthle for milus. To the disereadlit of 4 
civiliaed people Little Bears resting place was deeverated two or three years 
afterward. Secret admissions and the testimony of concealed human relics 
pointed to three men living af and near Verdt as the grave robbers, the most 
netive one of them heine a deetor All three have stnee been laid im the 
tomb and doubtless remain widisturbed. There are those who ovysteriousty 
intimate that the skull of the Osage chief whore mame is identified with our 
local aunals is still in Wilson county, 

Chetopa, the veteran war chief of the Little Osages, was familiar to early 
atttheas, especially those living in Chetopa townehip and in the viemity of 
what je now the townsite of Altoons. In the early “608 his band dwelt on 
the north fork of Chetopo creck, moving thenee to the Verdiyris near the 
mouth of Cedar creck, where new villages were located. Chetopa had been 
commissioned an officer and enlisted » eompany of lis warriors in one of the 
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Union Indian tegiments in TS68. Tia death ocenrred soon after the war, early 
in 1866 wecording to the must trustworthy accounta Capt. B, W. Ladd, whe 
settled in Chetopa township in 1867, says the chief was buried about w mile 
southeast of Altoona, new the east hank of Big Cedar creek, on the sowtheast | 
yuarler of section 15, township 24, range 16, land now owned by Wm. Sipe. 
The yvuve is indicated by » slight mound and a few flat rocks, is in a pustare 
ind easily found. Ladd adds that he took pains lo ascertain the exact place 
from Indians of Chetopa’e band before they had all left the country. Chetopa 
creck wim township were christened for the chief. At hie death he wae be- 
lieved ta be aged about 70 veare Dr. J. B. Torbert, of Humboldt, rede trom 
(hat town te treat him in his final sickness, The nai of Chetopa will endure 
is long ae water runs io the benwuliful stream perpetuating it and flowing 
withiti sight of the spot where his untitored brethren Inid him. ; 

The fivet governor of Kansas to enter Wilson connty wie Samael 7, 
Criwford and he came offieially, un aceount of Indian troubles in 1867. He 
tells of the trip and is incidents in the followmy left: 

BANTER SPRINGS, NAN,, Angost 27, 1902, 
Jno, S, Otinore, Fredonia. Nansas: 

My Deak Stiri Replying to your letter rulative te the vieit of Genmal 
Harrison Kelley and myself to Wilson county i 1867 and our interview or 
voureil with Little Beur, the Ovwwge chief, at New Albany, [ beg to state: After 
{he treaty at Canville trading post wae coneluded and the land opened to 
wlllomnt, considerable trouble arose hutween the Osave Tniians and the 
settlers, ‘The chiefs and head men of the tribe wideretood the terns of the 
treaty they had singed, bot many of the common Indians, not knowing that a 
part of their reservation had been sold, continued to hint and roam over the 
territory ceded and throngh the settlements the same as befere, During the 
winter of 1366-7 a number of horses were stolen from settlers and other de- 
predatione committed, Letters of complaint reach] the exeentive offier trom 
Hime to time, aolil it became apparent that something had to he done for the 
protection of setilers, Early in the spring of Ist? 0 sumt Brigadier General 
Kelley of the Kansas militia down to the Verdigris to notify the Indians that 
they inust stop their stealing and marauding in the settlements, For a brisk 
period therealter ne complaints were heard, when reports came that the Osayes 
were acting worse and more broublesome than ever Therenpon 1 proceedel 
from ‘Topeka to Ottumwa in wv vebicle and faking General RKalley with me, 
drove down through Wilson county to Captain Chitwood’s claim on Fall 
river, just south of the Twin Mounds, and from there sent a messenger to 
Little Bear's village requesting him aod other chiefs to it us at New Albany. 
On the following Sunday they came, with their squaws, am interpreter and a Lew 
braves, The eouneil lasted all cay, attended by much sinoking of the pipe of 
peace. and Little Bear scomer anxious to control his people, ‘Perms mutually 
satisfactory were agreed to. After our Albany pow-wow pence reigned along 
the border for a time, when the young noblemen of the band of Big Hill Jo 
turned themselves loose in Lahette and Neosho counties and etole forty or fifty 
horees und mules. Also, a store at Scott's ranch in Labutte county was robbed 
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nod an employee seriously wounded. his was the signal for another trip, 
which was made in July, L867, te each of the Indian villages on the Verdigris, 
aud White Tair, Beaver, Claremore and Big Loll Jo were requested to meet 
me in condi at Chotedu’s on the weet side of the Verdigris, not far south of 
the line between Wilson and Montgomery counties. This caunvil lasted the 
greater part of two days and at times was stormy, adjectives instead of toma- 
luwks flying right and left. 1 was aceampanied by Judge Wm. Spriggs, of 
Garnett, aod four nervy and heavily armed young men from Labette county, 
Several hundred Indians were present. All the older chiefs were peaceable 
and nehtly disposed, but the younger ehiefs and many of the common Indians 
wanted a free-for-all to raid the settlers, whom they looked upon as intruders. 
Finally, our sofromylutoacrossp 

Finally, oo our side the terms were all presented, betng im effect that the 
stolen property should be returned to the eivlitful owners within twenty ditys, 
ail that if further depredutions were committed the Great and Little Oeugu 
nation would be driven beyond the Arkanusus river by state troops. After this 
council twenty odd) horses and aoles were returned te then owners and no 
further trouble of conseyuenee veeurred, 

For some cause Little Boar was not present at the Choteau couneil Pos 
sibly he may have died between the dates of the two councils. I now revive 
the tupression of passmy his weave on a Lill not far north of the junction of 
Verdiyric and Fall rivers when returning from the Choteau eonneil, We stayed 
over night at Verdi and dined with Captain Chitwood next day. Among the 
pionwer setilers of Wilson county whom TD remember very well and who afford- 
al the stite suthorities great assistanee in preventing trouble on the border, 
were Captains Parris aud Chitwood and Messrs, Coy and Steele. 

Wilson eaunty at that rime was a new country, dotted here and ther 
with cabins, though far apart. Coyville waa a trading post and New Albany 
a small village, The Osaves are gone and that beautiful, unbroken, prairie no 
deubt hus been converted into lovely homes and magnifieent farms. 

So many vears have posse sinee these scenes and events wore onactesd, 
withowt data. I find it tinpessihle te fix exact dates and remeniber all that 
eceurred. foam ghd to know that you have undertaken the important 
work of writing a history of your county. With sincere good wishes for your 
anoeoes, T remain. Truly yours, 

SAM'L J. CRAWFORD. 

The governor is probably one fear too early in the date of his second 
conneil, in Montgomery county, L867, as Littl Bear died in March, 1868. 
The interpreter at the New Albany couneil was Alvin Wood a half breed, 
whom mony of the settlers knew. Anether interpreter often ont with Little 
Bear or at his village was emled Pank 

No word of information brought down from the early days tells that the 
Osages or any other Indians ever killed a white person in this county, but 
several pioneer settlers ef Wilson county died wt their hands farther west and 
north, In October, R00 or 1861, John Hose, who lived on the branch bearing 
lis name in Verdigris township, and a man named Sturgeon, who accompanied 
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hin. were killed by onknown Todians near the present site of Wichita. They 
were on a buffalo hunt at the time. Not returning, a searching party later 
found portions of a liuman body identified as Roes’, but no signs of his com- 
panion were ever cliseavered, In the history of Sedgwick connty John Ross 
is claimed as that county's first settler, His widow made hor home near Coy- 
ville and became the wife of Wash Noggle, a ploncer. Toss” attachment for 
the frontier was his ruling passion, 

In the early springs af 1868 two white men were killed by Osages in Butler 
county ar in that portion of the diminished reserve west of the Flint hills. 
[teports of threatened hostilities cireulated about this time created alarm along 
Vall viver, the adjutant general of the state sent a lol of arms to Now Albany. 
A conpany of about seventytive men organiaed for defense, with Rt. GQ. Chit- 
wow! as captain, and inet at that town a number of times to drill. bat no In- 
dion uprising eeeurred, Soon after the two while men were killed two svalps 
appeared en the top of a pole at the grave of Little Bear nud were believed to 
he those of said vietitus. 

Cuplain Ma, UL. Mosely, ao Indian trader and frontiersnian who eante to 
Raises al an carly dav, sujourned in lalf.a desen different cornties and traded 
al varios places with the aboriginal folks, finally during the war. took a claim 
in Wilson county aear the mouth of Bulfalo ereek and aettled his family there- 
on. But the extreme limit of civilization and proximity to the buffalo hanting 
wher uenchamted hun. He set op a small stock of goods on Medicine river, 

irber county, al Old Kiowa. Gwo other white men localing beside him, the 
lather attenpting forming. The Indinus were opposed to whites being there 
aud July 30, 1872. nade a raid on the houses of the the three. Mosely bravely 
eame ont into the open to fight dhe Indians and was killed by them, They were 
said (o be Black Dow's band of Osages, The story goes that John Mosely kept 
vo tle teail ef his father’s murderers for several yveurs and rudueed Black 
Dog followers to a number too small to be ealled a bond. Cuphrin Mosely’s 
wife ui daughter lived in Wilson county for some time alter his death. 

Tn 1864 Rev. Me. Sharp, a member of the M. BE. chureh who lived on 
Buffalo creek, while erossing the plains with » company of Kansas emigrants, 
was. with several others, killed by Siows Indians up neur the Platte river. Mrs. 
Fanny Kelley, who was taken caplive, describes the mussaere and the killing 
of Hey. Sharp in her book, “My Captivity Ainong the Sions.* Descendente of 
the murdered minister live in Wilson eounty to this day, 

The Oeages bad a hie trail from their reservation running westward 
through Wilson county to the Little Arkansas river, over whieh they nsnally 
mode two annual hunting trips, in June und October, The trail crossed the 
Verdigric in the vicinity of Altoona, tan slightly north of Fredonia, passwd 
near the north base of West Mound, thence to New Albany and crossed Tail 
river close to the site of Jackson & Hickox’s mill, [Lt then followed up that: 
river to the neighborhood of Twin Falls, led owt over the prairie and beyond 
the Flint hills, intersected Walnut creek two miles below the present city of 
Eldorade, crossed the Whitewater al the junction of West branch, and reached 
the Little Arkansas about six aniles above ifs mouth and where the eity of 
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Wichita since bas risen. Here or in this vicinity the Oengee made their camp 
and hunted to the west. 

Physically, the Osages were repute! the very finest specimens of western 
lidians—all, creel and dignified. ‘The ten dveraged in heivhn not less than 
Aix feet, 


Commissioners’ Meetings and Court Houses. 


When Wilson eoitnty was crested in 1856 the Territorial legislatire ennet- 
ed that tf should be attached to Allen comnty for official purposes and declared 
Cofachique to be the permanent county seat thereal, Colwchiqne, a pro-slavery 
produet, Was sitated near the east bank of the Neosho river nbout one and one- 
half wiles surtliwest of the present site of Tola and was a vounty seat in fret 
for about three years. The Wilson county Indians did not attend to any county 
seal business tere. though Cofuchique was oan for an Indian ehiel. 

When or where the first bourd of county commissioners of Wilson county 
met no one enn positively tell at this late date. If is umeertam whether they 
vonyned at all in the latter part of 1864 or daring 1865 for the transaction 
of wonwral business. The first regular meeting officially recorded was held at 
Coyvilly April 2 and 3, (806, L. PF. Davis, J. C. Pinney and F. D. G. Stainpe 
composed the hoard and Jaeoh M. Buzzard wae county clerk. Jake sometiines 
used the middle initial in his signature und ut other times omitted it, His 
omissions in reepect do keeping records leave o blank not exposing the groteaque 
and painful eclorieal defeets revealed by his acts of commission, But the 
settlers nual have thought Buzzard an expert from the various offiees they tried 
bo leet him to just after the ormanization of the county. At thie initial session 
of the commissioners ib was decided that the county officers might make their 
rexpoctive places of resiconds their oftigial headquarters. A tax levy was made 
to raise $500 to defray the current expenses of the county for the year, At 
their July meeting the commitesioners declared TWillsboro to be the tuniporary 
county seat. No one now on eurth seems to afford enlightenment us to the 
site of that emergent capital At the January meeting of the commissioners 
in 1867 L. F. Davis, as chairman, “moved that Coy’s store be made the tem- 
perary county seat,” whieh carriw) onanimensty, I. S. Puthey, who had heen 
aeting as deputy county clerk, lived wt Colfax, a town he had started about a 
year hwfors i mile below Coyville, and by keeping the records there was causing 
the eommisaioners to come to his place contrary to their wishes. Coyville had 
roawived additional prestige the preceding September from the first term of 
district court in the county heing held there, But twe or more seesions of the 
county commissioners appear to have been conduated at Colfax. 

Tn the spring of 1868 John H. MeMahan beeame imbued with a desire wo 
hnild a town at the Twin Mounds, which had been leeted county seat ten er 
twelve months previouely. Anywhere within a reasonable distanoe of either the 
Keast and West mound or between them could be assumed as and called the 
‘win Mounds under the declared result of the county seat election. Put the 
splot chosen by MeMahan for the future capital was about one-half mile north- 
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weet of Fredonia, near Salt oreck. Here he erected a trame building 16x20 lest 
and appeared before the county commissioners at their Apeil (1868) session ty 
intliumece them and demand that they move to the county sent, An entry in 
their journal «dhited’ April 7, reade; “Now eames J. MH MeMahen and sives 
to the county of Wilkon a fraine house sixteen by twenty feel, one story-and- 
t-half high, situated on court square in the town of ‘win Mounds, and the 
county commissioners agree to transact the county basitess in said boilding 
us long as the county seat rewmins at the Twin Moands, vr ontil the eounty 
hiilds of procums a more suitable boilding.” In porsuanee of that order the 
commissioners wet in MeMahaws building July 6 and 7, August 3 and 4, and 
Metohor 4, 18s, Joseph Robbins, the eounty elerk, wae uot a striking un- 
provement on Bogard i orthayraphy and otherwiee, The following order of 
the cominissioners entered by hin in the jourmal at Twin Mounds August 4 
i= herein copied, verbatim, to-wit: “Now comes the county eeat Question. 
After heartig several Digeourens on said Question (rom different sourees and 
Cineiderable Bow Wowing, we Iesue the following order, to Wit; To the sherilf 
of Wilton county, Kansas: you are hereby notified that we have Procured a 
Building in the Town of Fredonia, Lot number Three, Block Fifteun (15), for 
the use of the Distriet Court, October Term, 1868, nul you are hereby notitied 
to prepair said Building for the reweption of esid ciremit court aecording to 
law.” At the next regular meeling the commissioners adopted a reseinding 
urder. which also appears in the clerk’ mnique stvlu, as followe: “Where As. 
on the 3rd day of October, A. D., 1868, we authorized the sheriff? to prepare 
stitable luilding at Freedonia for the purpose of holding the Oek Term ot 
oourt; wd Where as the said biilding conld not be prepared for want of means; 
we do hereby command the Sheriff to hold the next term of court at Cayville, 
ws we hove use-of the buildings and olth without cost to the commty.” The 
loneliness af Cow square’? in the town af Ewin Mounds” may have become 
irksome to the dommiseioners, or not improbably MeMahan arrogantly ns 
sumed that he wae the embodiment of offieia] power in Wilson county when they 
aszembled in his shack of a court house ane disgusted thom; at any rate the 
ummnmissioners adjourned at Twin Mounds to next meet ot Coyville on October 
12 for the discharge of their ofticial dution. Fredonia having made a proms 
ing start asa town during 1868 and continuing to make favorable progress af. 
ter LAGY dawned. the county commissioners on April 13, of the last named year 
convencd io Fredonia tor the first time. From that day te the present they 
have held every meeting there, Adapting from Nepoleon to his soldiers at the 
battle of the Pyramids, the win Mounds have for thirty-four years looked 
down on the county Commissioners on session. 

Nearly all the eounty officers emulated the aelion of the commissioners it 
1800 and established themeelves in the county set, ospecially after the county 
sont elevtion in June, with the desision in favor of Fredonia, The register of 
deods, James Stallings, did not move hither until I870. In May, 1869, the 
disteict contt convened in Fredonin for the firal time, John R. Goodin presiding 
as judye. He rode on horschack trom Tumboldt, his home, to court, This 
term of court was held in Pred Sehmetzer’s new 20040 Toot one story aindstone 
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Hailding on the south side af Square (whieh he had constructed and afterwards 
nsed Tor a saloon) it being eixtoen feet longer that the “hox” shanty put wp 
in 1868 for and known as the courthouse. The sandstone building yet stends 
and is occupied us a barber shop. Tt is the oldest structure on the square, if 
not the oldest in the city still in use, 

The first building erected iy FPredopia strietly for a court louse wae 
built by the fewn demyamy in May, Isds, lt was of native lamber boarder 
ipand down and styled a “hox” house, was Lin2d feel, one story high. Sauruel 
Hill wae the aehiteot and directed its construction, assisted by several en- 
thusiaatic friends of the young town. Lb was ased for a court house, religious 
Worship, political capventions, danemyg, public tncelings. ete, untill the fall 
Of 1870. [ts Inention was on the back ond of lot 3, block 15, weet side of pal- 
lig square, The seeond court lots ereeted tn 1870-77 on the east side of he 
public square, wie a creditable struelure for the time, being 30x40 Feel, lwo 
stories high and having tn addition to the court room and one offiee npstaire, 
live appartinents for ollicials in the lower stery. Jb was » frame of ontive 
lumber, weatherboarded with pane and euiled throughout inside. The "Down 
compiity mid vitigens contributed the money to luild it mod vt wee comaterd to 
the county, together with the lot it oeeupied, the lot being the site of the pres- 
ent county jail The first term of district vourt was held in his courthouse 
in Seplomnber, 1870. Judge Goodin on the bench, tn 1875 the courthouse 
was temavel into the eenter of the square and another two-story frame building 
on the east side of the symare (whieh had leen ereeted in 1870 by 8. J. Relpa 
aml used asa forniture store and exbmet shop) wre purchased by the county 
for #250, moved into the sqnare and placed adjoining the courthousy at its 
north wd, in an east and west posifien, fomning a T. While on the east side 
of the spare and afler tts renuval (he courthouse was iudliseriminately used for 
politicnl muctings, county conventions, balls, nevltie festivals, donation parties, 
theatricals and magie lantern porfonmaneys, church sociablys and other popular 
and private watherings. 

Growth in populution and wealth, prosperous conditions and extensive 
railroad building im the eounty, not somply promised but practically made cer- 
tain by the events of 1885, induced Fredonia people to circulate a petition for 
the ordering of a county election to vote on the question of building a $30,000 
eourthouse. Now railroads mizht ereate new towns'and interests and soon or 
eventually lead to county seat agitation. ‘The courthonse bond election was 
ordered for Septenrber 7, 1885. No community could haye been more earnestly 
united or put forth mere thorough and vigerous efforts for success than did 
the citizens of Fredonia and her friends in the ¢ounty in thal one-month cam- 
paign. For several days preceding the election there had been heayy precipi- 
tation, the ground was saturated with water and the streams swollen, The 
night (Sunday) of the day before election still more rain fell, continuing uutil 
8 Welock of the morning of the Tth. Every creek, branch and slough in the 
county was swimming and many of them impassable, while Verdigris and Fall 
rivers were hank full. The vote of the county was 600 less than at the previous 
November election, The bond proposition won. The election waz an event 
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of such profound interest and important siynifiganes us to justify presenting 
a table of the vote by townships, follows: 
Special election for courthouse bonds September T, 1885; 








Vote by Townships. For Bonds. Against Bonds 
Oelar township ....-.-,. ToTue eee Bu 134 
Ourttér tomnghip, : «2515.4 eicacdenwasecvervecae G82 
Chefaps tOWDSRI> . 52. (econecugsescesys: y M5 oad I 104 
DALCELOTY GO WIIADE TY wm Soin Ge win 's Osh Geciv le ha 00 Chevelle phew ' 7 5b 
Colfax township ......... phic cikcrrelotoy >-2 ehrtares ins ] 135 
Duck Creek fOwi@inigy i. n16 sje.eje ojecoie phonic ole vine 6 ove 45 j 
North Fall River lownship ........ c+ edsetE sess . 18 48 
South Fall River township .......... 0. cece eee ee 0) 5 
(juilford township .......0.5. Soatinstecereé GF . 24 v8 
NOOUGGDS- uw IS Tp... js oferoias) eine! 0 6 vicl wswig msrrbiassiey 7 437 
Newark township .......+. 1 oo GDiowKe sak o's jesn B 92 
Pléedsant Valluy towmsliiqr so. c0 cece ecw eee mens 2 147 
Prairie township ....... bi art wees rea eye cons 101 
SRUGYEATU SOWREINT 5 >\« o/s ria ols el woo Wau mieeucinss 7 30 
Veorredsart ins town tty © cx o.cipeayed-yeiy oh eet aks tapas 140) G2 
fy) eS Be es ee A ee ee 1435 1334 
Majority for bonde ..........- Tees wat eet = PS Cine a ay dita ave 101 


The lepality of the said election was questioned by those opposed to the 
volirt house proposition, and appliention for an injunction to restrain the 
issuance Of bonds wis nade before dndge Stillwell, district court of Wilson 
vounty being in session at the tine. Plaintiff aleo alleged the polling of 
enough illegal and frandulent votes in Center township te carry the prope- 
sition amd auluuitted the names of 180 persons as voting unlawfolly, but failes| 
to establish the charge, The vital point involved was whether the sheriff had 
eomplied with the law in advertising the bond election in respect to posting 
notices. The judge held the election legal and overruled the application for a 
restraining order. Plaintiff took un ajypeal to the supreme court, On February 
5, 1586, the higher court affirmed Judge Stillwell’s deesion. 

The hoard of county commissioners composed B. Dornbluser (chairman), 
First district; James Becannon, Seeond district, and E. P. Montton, ‘Third 
district. ‘They acted promptly. The bonds were issued, design and plans for 
a court house adopted and on February 23, 1886, the contract for its erection 
for $28,500 entered into with Gough & Seeley. The architect had been pail 
$1,000. The old frame courthouse was moved from the canter of the square 
and work begun on the new edifice, which was reared that year. Varions 
changes were made in the plans as the work progressed and from $5,000 to 
$8,000 above the contract price expended in ite construction. But for the 
greater part of the extra cost the contractors were not reimbursed. . 'The build- 
ing was not completed until along in the summer of 1887. The September 
term of district court for that year convened therein. On Tuesday, the 13th, 
before court was formally called, Commissioner Dornblaser in a graceful wel- 
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coming speech in the courtroom presented (he handsome and spacious chamber 
) Judge Stillwell, the litter appropriately responding. This was considered 
the dedication of Wilsen eounty’s modern and magnificent courthouse. 

A number of times, at intervals of a few years, propositions to vote bonds 
for the erection of a county jail were submitted but defeated at the polls, until 
Nevembor 3, 1846. On that date a $3,500 bond proposition carried by a lead 
oF 1,098 votes, overy township except Chetopa wiving a majority therefor, ‘The 
present jail was built asa result of that eleetion. 


Railroad Electionsand Railroad Building. 


When Kansos Territory came oile existence and for several years theve- 
after Jeiferson City, Missouri, was as far westward as any railroad extended. 
Railroads were sought from (he start as iodispensiile to the pbuilding of beth 
town and eonntyy., Leven before settlers had tiled on thetr claims, companies 
were formed and lines of pretentious ivon highways proposed without liumit. 
The beginning of the stute and dhe war of the Rebellion were abowt simal- 
taneous and ae latter ended riitvoad nwitation for foar years. In 1866-7 the 
land grunt policy as a means of inducing railroud boilding was adopted. The 
lanl was lavishly viven. Companies were formed to seeare the grants and 
county bonds my $150,000 pod $200,000 panionits were also demanded and 
enthusinstically voted. This was the condition and course of aetion tn older 
Kaneas, in whieh, as @ resull. railrond construction was active and general in 
7-1-2. Then there was an abrupl stop. Panie of 1879. 

Wilson county was just olf the line of & railroad, the Leavenworth, Liaw- 
renee and Galveston, running north and south past it a few miles over the 
eastern boundary in Neosho county, Heomboldt, New Chicago (Chante), 
Thayer and Independence were all points on swid line. Beenuse of that fact 
they enjoyed an advantage over the towns of Wilson eounty, They were grow- 
ing and prospering laryely on trade drawn from thia county at the expense of 
our own towns, This situation, econpled with » latidable feeling of rivalry and 
lnew) pride, qniekened and invparted earnestuese fo the desire of all our fowus 
ta seonre # tatlrond. 

The first vailroud mnveting in the eouuty of which there is definite areas 
was held in the primitive 16x2tl-foot “hex” courthouse in Frelonia on Jan- 
nary 8.1870, Sudee Melvin Mickle wae chairinan, Wm. Wooley, J. J. Barrett, 
Wm. MeMahan, A. J. Miller and Wio. Spencer were a committee on resolutions. 
At un adjourned meeting three duys later they sabmitted resolutions declaring 
for a railroad from Leroy, after which “twenty-three persons forined themm- 
solver into a joint steck company for the purpose of extending the Leroy rail- 
youd to Fredonia.” Thus the would-be local mionopolstic autocrat: started Lo 
develop irom heels for the necks of the masses, 

The Paola & Fall River railroad had been projected in 1869 and Fall 
river being name in ils Gtle gave hope. he Filth parallel is north of Wilsen 
county, but a road off-proposed on that line might possihly be diverted to the 
emithwest and thus dispel isolation. Before the L. 1. & G. passed New Chicago 
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Altoona fancied it might heewme a railroad towo by that line torning to the 
southwest. Not much was done in 1870, but im 1871 railroad talk merenezedl 
ind capitalists and presidents of railroad companies multipbed as do candi- 
dates for office before a eounty convention. Eredornian hud «a fow and ahout all 
the other towns lined op with dignitaries of this prowl and potent class. 

The Port Seett, New Chicage and Fredonia railroad company took the 
leal and the first formal proposition submitted in the county to vote banda te a 
railroad wae by this organization, the same providing for the modest sum of 
$50,000 from Center township. The vote was taken on a county seat oleetion, 
(ay, May 6, 1871, and there were 508 votes for and only 29 against the pro- 
position. The total taxable property of the township was but $119,000. On 
June 3 Cerlar township, with an aggregate valuation of #78000, by a vote of 
11) for and 44 against declared for an issue of $55,000 In bonds, and August 
14 Ploasant Valley voted 412,000 in bonds to the same company. ‘Then con- 
trnets to construct the road were reported awarded and some work was done 
near New Chicago and Fredonia. At New Chicago a bateh of bonds voted 
there would baye been negotiated wnd delivered by an officer of the company 
hut for the herate and expeditious action and « threatening display of hang- 
man’s homp by ceterninud citizens, This road was a John MeMahan tigsle, 
The company officer referred to wie eurrivd lo congress from Missouri (wenty- 
three years afterward by 4a politieal tidal wave. 

The Hamboldt and lredonia road was ulso on the lapis. Meetings in its 
faver wert held along the proposed line during: the sumer of 1871 aid Se 
tember 18 bond propositions were deufealud in the following towns: Guilford, 
25,000; Clifton, $35,000: Colfax, $20,000, At the succeeding November elec- 
tion & proposition to pote ard to the extent of $50,000 was snowed ander by 
Center township, 

The next stuguer was a dooble-header., A county election for September 
18. 1871, was ordered by the county coumssioners te vele on the question of 
niuikiny the meager enbseription of $175,000 pach to the capital stock of the 
Topeka, Borlington & Verdigrie Valley railroad aud the Florida. Memphis 
& Coloma River railroad, a total of $500,000. Just before the date of the 
eleetion the promoters in intervet divining defeat, dewed their parentige of 
ine scheme und the election was vither withdrawn or went by the bord. The 
Columbian River's president was BR. Dull Hartshorne of Thayer, 

Neodesha sow took a trial hand in the railroad game, The Missouri & 
Sonthern Kansas ratlroud company proposed to boild from the state line via 
virard, Osage Mission, Thayer, Neodesha, Longton and Elle Palla to the Ar- 
kunsas river and heyond. Meetings were held and “vnstern capitalists of allug- 
el ample moans” and a civil engineer went over the fine on February 10, Ate. 
Nemlosha township ratified a proposition to subseribe $60,000 in stock uy a 
vote of 357 to 67. Newark got somewhat excited, as did Talleyrand, but ne 
bonds were over issuerl, and instead of a reality the project became a runii- 
niscenoee. 

Spring’s advent in 1872 caused the old atump of the Humboldt & Fre- 
donia railroad to start a fresh sproul, April 2 Center township voted $50, 
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bonds to the company, the pall standing 240 to 20, On May 24 Clifton town- 
ship by a vote of $2 to 25 carried a $15,000 bond proposition, but on the sume 
date Guilford township defeated a $15,000 subseription by a vote of 59 to &7, 
In July the new township of Prairie was carved out of Guilford, Verdigris atid 
Center to assure coutinuous bond voting territory between Buffalo and ¥re- 
domia, Time wore on, the road was not built, and so a persistent Pelferiau 
projeet perished. 

The Fort Seott. New Chivavo and Fredoma enterprise. nol givilie any 
promise of success, its projectors torned doa line starting From somewhere on 
the old Gulf road via Parsons. Thayer and Altoona te Fredonia and imedr- 
poraled asthe Memphis and Northwestern railrond, "To this company Chetopa 
township by a vote of 91 to 50 on March 4, 1872, eleeted te give BRAD00 Tn 
bonds, the same to be issued in inetallnents os the road should be construeterl, 
but no proportion to be issued, until the sane wae first completed and eqaippd 
through the township and that within one year, On the same date Cedar town- 
ship aeeepted by a vote of 131 to 2) a $20,000 hond-praposition, all of said 
honda to be issued and delivered upon the completion of the road lo Altoona 
within twelve months. April 7, 1875, Center townehip ly a vote of 110 ty 3s 
vited to the same company 850,000 in bonds. amd Fredonia city by a vote ol 
M0 to 17 endorsed # proposition for $20,000 in bonds. The honde of both town- 
chip and city were to be delivered iy installmente ae the work progressed—ar 
apecitiod sum when the read bed was graded from the L. Lo & Got It te Fre- 
dotia, more when the atone work was completed, additional amounts when the 
ties were delivered slong the line, and the remainder when the roa! should 
lo Completed. The work had been in progress two or three monthe and the 
erading and masonry were finished, Center tewnship therenpen turned aver 
te the company B28000 and Fredonia city $4,000 of bonds as due under the 
terms of construction, The city’s bonds drew 10 per cent. interest. Fredonia 
wit in a ligh feather and expecting to soon celebrate. A railroad was re- 
garded a certainty: was nearing completion, and in pmagination the roaring 
train could be faintly heard on the gephyrs otf toward the Verdigris by the 
enthusiastic and eager citizens. But to September doom was suddenly in- 
eeribed in blackest characters an new business enterprises and dismal disaster 
Was revealed in the faces of yien, Jay Canke & Co, lad failed, financial paniv 
Was sweeping over the country, stopping all rallroad constrnetion and widely 
prostrating commercial intercets That was a death blow to the Memphis & 
Northwestern railroad. Nota Dek of work has been stroelk on the line siner— 
for twenty-nine years, 

The Memphis & Northwestern: bonds Oeshed in part by Center township 
anc Fredonia eity and by Cedar township) gave those municipalities plenty of 
trouble. No compensation or benefit came to the dunors. Tax levies to pay inter- 
est werenuule in 1873; collection of sine enjoined on ground of various ilegali- 
ties: stale courts sustained injunetion: principle invulying validity of bonds 
passat on by U.S. supreme courtin a like case and bonds held good because in 
possession of immevent purchasers. The bonds werein part afterward compromised 
und the remainder refunded. Fredonin city paid off her M, & N. W. bends 
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years ago, but Center and Cedar townships are not yet freed. It was not the 
fatuity of those who have been liquidating this debt which made possible its ex- 
istenee, It is the heritage of the good old plucky, plunging pioneer. 

The records indicate that the issue of any portion of the Cedar township 
bonds to the M. & N. W. company was unauthorized hy the conditions wider 
Which the bonds were voted, the proposition providing that the railroad (not 
4 part of the worw) should be completed to Altoona within twelve months from 
the date of the election. 

The year 1877 was one of narrow gauge railroad arguments and efforts, 
The initial move was the Momphis & Eleworth narrow gauge railroad, coming 
from the east and proposing to run through Newark and Neodesha townships 
aril up the Virdigrie, In April, Newark defeated a bond proposition against 
$20,000 in bonds for the enterprise. A second election in Verdigris Jimne 45 
following went 128 against and one for the bonds. So into the railroad charnel 
hous was dumped the first paper narrow wave. 

In May of the same year the Missoori & Kansas Central (narrow gauge) 
Measre, Hutchinson and Simpson being im ehirge, was proposed through Wil- 
son county from Osage Mission. Centor and Cedar townships voted Jane 12 
on isshing $30,000 and $26,000 bonds respectively, There was determined 
opposition, On the eye of election the Center smount was reduced to $20,000 
and the measure won by a small majority. Cedar beat the bonds. bat at a 
sevond poll for $18,000, July 3, the proposition corriedd, Chetopa riline * 
went against a $15,000 bond proposition hy 25 majority July 3. Thesw bonds 
were to le placed in escrow in New York, but never got there, After a year 
of hope and trial to get sufficient financial vitality injected into the ventare 
to make an actual start toward building a narrow gauge “defanct” was writlen 
as the rewretful result. Altoona and Fredonia experienced a mutual defeat and 
Hiseppointment for a third time. 

It ia the spring of 1870. The codntry has just entered! on a specie re- 
sumption hasis after nearly twenty years of finnnecial wabbling. The St. Louis 
& San Mranciseo railroad running to Oswego, vearns for the farther weet. 
Kixtensions of oxisting lines and the construction of new ones ie unmistakably 
in the air, The Friseo interest is represented by the St. Louis, Wichita & 
Western company, which asks for $100,000 in county bonds to boil through 
the county via Neodesha, Fredonia and New Albany. The two large towns 
which have antagonized each other for years. are now joined in common cause 
for the welfare of both. The proposition is legally submitted, The county is 
aroused from center to remotest corners, The “unhely allianee,” as the Pre. 
donia-Neodesha union is termed by the opposition, is bitterly denounced, On 
May 13 the election is held, 2678 votes are polled and the bond proposition 
has triumphed by 666 majority, a margin so great aa to surprise wven those 
who won. Ere ten days the work of constraction begins at Oswego and is 
soon inangurated all along the line. Within six months the locomotives reaches 
Neolesha and ifs shrill but Wuovant whistle reverberates through the grove 
on Fall river which had embosomed Little Bear's lodge. When Thanksgiving 
comes the Fredonian eats Wa well-fatted trukey with added gest and joyful 
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heart, conscious that the cars have arrived at the Twin Mounds and Wilson 
county finally has # railroad thet is an actual reality, A week later the track 
is lair to New Alhany, the locomotive crosses the west line of the county and 
there is fulfillment of faith and contract, 

live veare roll an, to 1885, when dawns the most notable era of railroad 
construction in the history of the west, Kansas leads and Wilson county be- 
cones thoroughly and radically infected, The Verdigris Valley, Independence 
& Woetern company contemplates a line from Mansas City to the south line 
of the state. The Missouri Pacifle raitway (Jay Gould) is enlisted in bebalt 
of the enterprise, On August 18 township bonds are yoted to the V., V. 1. & 
W. us follows; Clifton, $23,000 by 8 majority: Guilford, $82,000 by 41 
majority: Cedar, $24,000 by 119 majority. Neodesha townslup ulso yoted bo 
the same company $15,000 in bonds Under the law all townships were de- 
hivered stock io the company equal in amount to the bonds issact. he railroad 
was luilt in 1886, establishing stations at Buifalo, Roper, Benedict, Guilford, 
Altoona and Neodlesha, turned over to the Missouri Pacific. and has sinee been 
operated by that company. Lf is a trunk line, one of the best managed and 
most valuable vailroads in Kunsas. Conducts « vast traffic and ie yearly in- 
creasing io importance and loasiness. 

The Leroy & Caney Valley Railroad Co. was meorporated in 1884 to 
build from Leroy to the south line of the state in Chactiuqua county. Sep- 
tember 7 of that year township bonds were voted in its aid as follows: Center, 
$25,000, by a vote of 695 to 4: Paririe, $15,000, by wu vote of 88 to 1; Talley- 
rand, $12,000, ly a vote of 86 to 22. The railroad was baoilt in 1886 from 
Sidell (Roper), connecting there with the Pacitic, to Sexton, Fredonia and 
Lafontaine, in Wilson county, thence couthwesterly through Montgomery and 
Chautanqua counties, The construction company sold it to the Missouri Pa- 
ific and it became and is still a part of the latter extensive system, 

The fixed presence of what remained of the old Memphis & Northwestern 
grads of 1873 between Thayer aud Fredonia had deeply implanted in the breast 
of would-be railroad promoters with little or no capital save swaggering assor- 
ance, a desire to utilize it. The Kansas Railway company was meorporated, 
assumed a right to the grade and sought more municipal aid of two townships 
that had heen victimized by the original company building the grade. Bonds 
for about imy kind of an afd spectre of a railroad, and regardless of statutory 
restrictions, could he voted, if not issued. November 28, 1885, the townships 
om Center and Cedar declared for bonds to the Kansas Railway company tu 
amounts of $25,000, $15,000 and $12,000 respectively, by very large majorities. 
Not a tie nor rail of iron was ever placed on the ancient grade by said eom- 
pany and if continues as a streak of weeds. 

The Kansas, Oklahoma & Texas Railway company was an organization 
tothat stood for and was a disguised forerunnor of the Santa Fe company. It 
promoted many branch lines and feeders in the interests of the Santa Fe. Ut 
came into Wilson county in 1885 to build a road from Chanute via Fredonia 
to Longton—a cut-off for the Southern Kansas. Bond propositions were sub- 
mitted in 1886. On February 1 Colfax township gave #8,000 bonds, by a vote 


HIS'TONY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS. S55 


of 121 to 81. On Mareh 2 other townships deelared for bonds, as follows: 
Center, $25,000, by a vole of 877 to 3: Duck Creek, BIS5,0U0, by a vote of 83 
to 25 Prairie, $2,000 per mile, not exceeding a total of $10,000, by a vote of 
64 to 17, The company declined to build a depot in the township as required 
by the terms of Prairie’s proposition and no bonds were earned] or issued. The 
aime season the road was constructed, the Santa Fe company operated it, and 
Vilas, Benediet, Fredonia and Buxton were the stations in this county. After- 
ward a switel and passenger platform were laid at Rest. The regular time- 
ood for trains went into effect in Fredonia on Oetober 27. 

Still another, in 1886. The Chieago, Kansas & Western was a second 
wivanee compony indirectly operating for and controlled hy general officers of 
the Santa Fe. Tt proposed a railroad starting from near the new town of 
Konediet and following up the Verdivris valley via Covville to Madison, Green- 
wool county, Bonde? br course, March 16 Verdigris township endorsed 'y 
a vote of 259 to 50 a proposition to issue 426.000 bonds in ils aul, Thal was 
the last railroad election held in this econnty. The (. K. & W. was constructed 
from Benediet Junction to Madison as contemplated, in 1886. The K.. 0. 
© TT. and C., 8. & W. companies were merged under the title of the latter the 
fall of Ut year, 

The Fredonia, Howard & Southwestern railroad wae chartered in 18386 
mid diseussed, but did not attain the bond-trying stage. Also, the Sf. Louis. 
Fredonia & Denver railroad, a braneh leaving the St. Louis & San Franciseo 
ut this point and extending northwest, was proposed, diseussed and the route 
evamined by a Frisco civil engineer, hut iL progressed no farther and this 
reference calls it from oblivion. 

While the county and its townships were liberal in voting aid to railroads, 
they have reeeiyed compensating benefits. Not many counties enjoy more 
idyantageoue railroad facilities and there are few so fortunate az to be equally 
well provided. The taxes paid by the railroads exceed by twenty-five per cont. 
Hw anount annually raised to meet the interest on outstanding railroad bonds. 

The total railroad mileage of the county is 119,85, divided thus; St, 
Lows & Ban Franciaco, 26.88: Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, 43.40; Missouri 
Pacific, 49.5%. Sidetrack mileage of all. 12.48. Their aseessed valuation for 
urposes ef taxation are; St. Lonie & S. FL. $251,410; A. T. & S. BL R1f6- 
00: Missouri Pacific, $247,710; total #095.120. Pullman Sleeping Car Oo.,, 
K2,878: Western Union Telegraph Co., 48,759. Grand total of allied railroad 
property, B706,755. The assessment of other properties is, lands, $1,292,246 ; 
town lots, $323.481: personal property, $500,772: inter-county telephone toil 
lines. $1,134: total $2.186,583, Grand total. railroad and all other property, 
#2803338, 
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County Politics and Election Results, 


The dominant politient party in Kunsas after if was decreed while a ter 
Filury that slavery should not hore have foothold, was shown to be in a pro- 
Hounced majority in Wilken county at the firet clection held mm 1864, 'The 
poll was very sinall, probably not one-half the clectors yoting. There were no 
urainized polities! parties uv the county and settlers were tou few and far 
upth to cuuse interest in such things, [ ie elaimed by D. C, Finn that he 
represented the county as n delegate in the regular Republican state conyen- 
tion of Seplember 8, L841; that his credentials were signed by G. M. Coting- 
ham us Chairman and Robert Craig as eeeretary, Che Fall river settlers “ran” 
the county so far as attention te polities extended, The Verdigrie riyer settle 
nent drown Covville was really in Woodson county in 1864 and some of its 
eizens voted at Belmont. In Wilson county, for president, Lincoln received 
21 and MoeClellan 3 votes. There is no record of the vote at the general elec 
tien in TAS exeept that on representative (115 voles) retorned to the secretary 
of state, nor anything to prove who were for or elected county officers, But 
fro the best information obtainable and an oeeusional intelligible entry made 
in 1860, the following ollicers were probably chosen : County commissioners, 
L. FP. Davie, J.C, Pinney and FG. D. Stamps; County Clerk, J. M. Buzzard; 
Sherulf, T. CC. Craigs County Treasurer, Osear Coy. Henry Pearmain was 
elected’ representative over Allen ‘Thompson, Lt was subsequently ascertained 
that Thompson lived in Greenwood county, ae did J.C. Pinney, who had been 
chosen eounty comiissioner and served about six monthe us such official. In 
{S6-7 some public feeling was aroused levause a vigilance commillee had been 
organized to stop hores stealing wand other thievery. ‘Those opposed to the 
conuniltee styled themselves law and order men. In the election of those years 
two county lickuls were yoted for and the issue of vigilanee committee and 
aitli-vigilance was venerally understood as chiefly involved. 

The former won, In 1868 straight politics cante in for the first tine, The 
Republican purty had been organiwel mm September under a tree at Guilford 
aml the decision reached to nominate a county ticket, OF Lhose present and 
assisting at thie launching of the Republican ship were Andrew Alin, C. G. 
Akin, Frank Furwell, 8.5, Benedict, P. LB. Ping, Bh. H. Reed, T. T. Third, 
W. P. Clark, 'T. C. Craig, M. A. Stinson. W. F. Travis, Benj. W. Ladd, #, J. 
Parris, A. J. Miller, G. FP. Jackeon, L. J, Bean and others, A Repablican con- 
vention wis held at Fredonia in Octoher, Androw Akin presiding, and the 
first Republican county ticket nominated. he Democrats formed a county 
arganization af Covville about the same time and pot up the first Demovratic 
county tickel. Th J86 a Repnblioun connty ticket was nominated bat about all 
of the eandidates were beaten by the Democrats and Independents. 

Every year since 1868 the Republican party has formally ominated a 
straight Republican ticket. The Democrats ran u straight ticket in 1870, while 
in 1871 the Republicans opposition pot up a so-called People’s county ticket, 
1872 was tlhe Horace Greeluy or Liberal Republican year and the Democrats 
united with the Liberal party, 1873 was the Grange year, and only two or 
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fHhiree Kepublican county candidates were cleeted out of ten officers chosen. In 
Qetoher, i874, the Republican county ticket was nominated by a mass conyven- 
hon mm Highfills grove at Altooum. Che same year the opposition, in state and 
wounty, adopted the name of Reform purty and wholly lost, In 1874 they 
did the same, locally, electhag (wo offivers. while in 1876 the Democrats came 
aut inte the open and nominated fall-blood Democrats in state and county. 
Peter Cooper was the first Greenback candidate for president this year and 
reeeived LO votes in Wilson county, 1877 was an bidependent-Reform year 
With the opposition, The Greentwiek purty was at ligh tide tn 1878, and with 
Democratic aid elected bro county olficers, The Independent-Reforin ticket 
Was defeated in 187%. and the Republicane won im TARO over a Tusiun of 
Deniocrat= and Greenbackers. The two latter elements combined again in 1861 
wid elected one county officer, repeated the policy in 1882 and eleeted two. 
The olection of 1583 pave one opposition vandlidutes a second term. IS84 wil- 
nese a second term. I88+ witnessed a fusion and division of the ewunty 
tickit by Democrate aml Nationuliste (formerly Greenback party) but the 
Republican majoritiee were unusually large. Democratic county tickets were 
nominated i 1885-6-7 aod the Demoerttis nominve for county attorney was 
successful in St. What je known as the Crawford counly primary syelem of 
Innking nominations was adopter hy the Itepublican party in L887 and con- 
Fuel in foree up to and including ROR, 

The Union Labor purty, coming inte oxistente in 1888, was an important 
Fachor, possessing energy and enthusigsm. It attracted te its ranks » greater 
per cent. of Democrats than Koepublioans and polled nearly 700 votes. The 
Democrats, indorsed the Chien Labor county tieket, hut the Republican canid- 
dates were all cleeted by decisive majorities. In TR89 the Caion Labor and 
Demnneratie parties combined, electing the county treasurer and a county 
COTNTLEST ON OT. 

The Farmers Alliance, formed in the winter of TR88-H0, at first claiming 
to be enthrely non-political in spirit aid design, proved the imspiration and 
hasie of the most sealougs, awlicious, agyressive and partisan organization that 
bad ever arrayed Itself against the controlling party in this state. The rapid 
erowth of the Alliance was palpable aud unquestioned. When it derided as 
the People’s party to defiantly enter polities, its distinet power was recognized 
and is zaccess feared by those opposed to the stringent methods advocated ane 
radical purposes it unmeyuivyocally avowed. The Alliance party nominated a 
eolinty Hekel in 1890, whieh the Demovrats endorsed, but the HKepublieans 
elected eywry candidate exeepl representative. This was one of the very few 
counties in Southern Kansas wot carried by the Allianes in that campaign. 

With the exception of coutity clerk twiee and shertif once the Republicans 
elected all their county canditlates in 1801-2-4-.5, the People’s ancl Dea 
cratic partics uniting every year excopt 1895. Tn 1896 the free silver issue 
defeated every Republican candidate but one. This was the first time in twen- 
ty-three years the opposition elected their ticket, and never before had the 
Republican national and state nominees been assigned te the minority column 
in the Wilson county election table, The year 1897 witnessed the complete 
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suceess of the fusion ticket, but the next November Republicans chose all but 
one county officer. Fusionists elected all the most important officers exeepr 
sheriff in 1899. The vote of 1900, being 5984 on president, was the largest 
ever cast in the county and Republican suecess was complete. 

The returns of every November election since the organization of the 
county to the present time are presented below im as complete form as the 
oficial records and other available sources of information make possible, as 
follows. 

The different party names will be represented in the tables of abbreviations 
as follows: Republican, rep; Democrat, dem; Independent; ind; Vigilanee, vig; 
Settlers, set; People’s or Populist, pop; Liberal, lib; Granger, gr; Reform, ref; 
Temperance, tem: Greenback, gh; Labor, la; Nationalist, na; Prohibitionist, 
pro; Union Labor, un-la: Socialist, so. Used in combinations, ind-dem rep- 
resents Independent Democrat, ete. 

The first column of figures denotes the total yote for the candidate; the 
sccand column is the majority or plurality of the candidate in the line in which 
it oeeurs. 











1864+——_ Mason Jewett .......... 32 
November 8. Marion Jewett .......... 7 
For President. Frank Davis ....,... debs OG 
Abraham Lineoln, rep .... 21 16 Francis Davis .......-.. i 
Geo. B. McClellan, dem... 4 Probate Judge. 
For Governor, Cary A. Mullenix ...... 42 
8. J. Crawford, rep...... a J..M. Bugxsrd ..24...... \7 
Solon ©. Thacher, un-rep.. 4 County. atiorney. 
Secretary of State. W_ H. Roby 40 
‘ hr ’ Hy Roby .-esvsess ass 
Kt. A. Barker, TOP. «eee wee 19 12 William Brown Li) eee 
Wm. R. Saunders, un-rep,. 7 . ; 
Congressman. Ny Comnty Superintendent, 
Sidney Clarke, rep iF be hl 19 12 hy Id. Childs ole eae le pie - o7 VS 
Alhert L. Lee, un-rep.... 7 Supt. Common Schools. 
District Judge. Henry Pearmam ~....... V7 
J. 1. Watson, rep........19 12 Treasurer. 
Ntobt. M. Ruggles, ind.... 7 Wirt, OAL Beas co Pees 70 
State Senator. Clerk af Distriet Court. 
Chas. I’. Twiss, rep...... 26 «626 ihe Ay ITO ac Se ete coh 25 
Representative. County Clerk. 
Daniel ©. Finn,.....- cvs BH DE Wm, Pearmain .-..,.-..4. 2 
1864—— Henry Pearmain ...-...- 5 
Special Election, Dee. 15, Pearmain ...-,-.- 28 
County Commissioners. Assessor. 
Windsor P. Craig......... 25 A, Md, Onin ss Socs wri. 25 
Geo. M. Cotingham ...... 25 Ha F. Ha Baker. .a.c.ci.. 3 
Hiram Neal ..........+5- 21 i 2. Baler: 44+ -~e.,0n 8 
yoo. N. Nogples ........ 31 FP, aw. Raker ....:2..22.. 23 
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C‘ovoner. 
Geo. W. Shannon ....... 23 
J. M. Dodson .......... ay 
Recorder. 
G. D. Buneh ........... 25 
Sheriff. 
ete) oO: 25 
Thomas Tracy .......... 32 
Permanent County Seat. 
SSVTHEURG 2. kai beens 15 


FALL RIVER TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 
Jislice of the Peace. 


John Craig ....-.-.. .. 25 
Constables. 

Samuel Combest ........ 11 

John B, Baker .......... Hf) 


HANCOCK TOWNSHIP OFTIOERS. 
Justice of the Peace. 


J Banitigy icy a yte oa 26 

F. D. G Stamps ........ 11 
Constable, 

Joseph Daniels ........-. 11 

GF. Cavin oh< ious ctass 26 
Trustee 

woh Flow os. ¢s.0 00.0 830s 5 


[No record of any declaration ms 
to who was elected. | 
1565 
November 2. 
Representative. 
Henry Pearmain ........ 69 28 
Allen Thorrpson .,..-... 46 
[Ne record of ¢leetion of county 
ofticers, | 








——1L866—— 
For Governor. 
S. J. Crawford, rep...... 157 104 
J. L. MeDowell, dem.... 53 
Secretary of State. 


R. A. Barker, rep....... 151 98 

Matthew Quigg, dem.... 53 
Congressman. 

Sidney Clarke, rep...... 148 94 


Charles W. Blair, dem... 54 


State Senator. 
J. W. Seott, rep....... B80 
W. Doudna, ind. ....... 117 
Representative. 
1. W. Jewitt, vig...4.. 112 
Jotham Keys, anti-vig... 95 
Clerk of District Court. 
Tl’. J. Hudson, anti-vig... 96 
M. G. Williams, vig..... 107 
Probate Judge. 
Jonathan Cilstrap, anti-vg 94 
(, A, Mullenix, vig..... 113 
Register of Deeds, 
Simon Elhott, anti-vig... 96 
James Stallings, vig.... 112 
County Surveyor 
A. H. Perry, anti-vig. . 95 
, OGY e VIB sie npc o's weeds 110 
County Superintendent. 
Justus Fellows, anti-vig. . O5 








John Shaffer, vig....... 116 
Coroner. 

d. W. FPairehilds ....... 92 

(SPT osc hace aes 29 

G. W. Shannon ........ va 

County Commaisstoners. 

CX W. Hibkot’.2.eeca ces 9 

Peter Gordy ...... cote | Ba 

John Haneock ......... 112 

Blihu Fellows .......... 112 
1867——— 
Representative. 

Allen MeCartney, ind... 25 

Re; ay, iit. sae t's bre da te 175 


District Judge. 
John R. Goodin, ind..., 152 


N. F.. Acres, rep. .+...++ 105 

Clerk of District Court. 

W. H. Morgan .,:....,. 154 

02 Fe INS 5 shy gebade 115 
Register of Deeds. 

J. BRB dese ses eee LAB 

James Stallings ....... 141 
County Treasurer. 

G. W. Hatler ....:..4. 144 

William Hall .....,..... 109 


809 


150 


36 
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County Surveyor. 





S. By Beary 23. sb.o5. t1 
No opposition. 

County Clerk, 
Joseph Robbing ....... 138 
B. A Parris... <a. oa 114 

Sheriff. 
Jasper Davis .........- 139 
R. B, Richards .....,.. 121 
Coroner. 
G. W. Shannon ........ 132 
A iad PC + re hee 116 
County Comuiissioners, 

John Hancock ......... 138 
Ch JS; atest 4.4.4 ona bas 146 
eon Oona . + va vrees 163 
D. B. Browi :7¢.%5. 227.05 L102 
Blisha adden ........ LS 
a ae ee OG 

——§ 1868 

For President, 
Uy S. Grant, rep. i... .as G8 


Horatio Seymour, dem... 19 
Congressman, 


Sidney Clarke, rep..... 5341 

O. W. Blain, dent... ...5. 18: 
For Governor 

J. M. Harvey, rep ...... S40 

G. W. Glick, dem....-. _ 186 


Secretory af State, 
Thomas Moonlight, rep,. 343 
Wilson Shannon, Jr. demi. 185 
Slate Senator, 
J. C. Carpenter, rep.... 360 


VF, M. Prost, dem ...... iH 
He presen talive, 

W. F. Travis, rep. «-..-. 318 

R. M, Nelson, dem... .... 193 


Clerk of Distriel Court, 
G. F, Jackson, rep...... 274 
Wm. H, Morgan, ind-dem 208 


D. N, Craven, dem... ... 35 
Cownly Allorney, 
P, J. 5. Bing, rep. «s>.« 809 


Henry Pearmain, dem,., 193 


158 


202 


Probate Judge. 


Melvin Miekel, rep...... 221 
(. A. Mallenix, ind-rep.. 114 
T. J. Tindson, dein...... 185 


County Superintendent, 
Thos. B. Woodard, rep.. 339 
Henry Holliday, dem... 186 
County Clonunissioners. 
John Woolman, rep..-.. 262 
Nt, 'T. Hampton, dem... . 256 


—— 1869 
Representative. 





T. J. Tludson, dem,......-.. 
debs Barrett, PEP. s.09 25 a5 0 Bs 


Register of Deeds. 


James Stallings, dem........ 


County Treasurer. 


Wm. Me, Brown, dem......... 


County Surveyor. 
John Woolman 
County Clerk. 








Janes L. Russell, dem........ 
BE KS PArriny. PERS. oe os ees 
Sheriff. 
Bic We THM, TADS Ms wb o5 a w04 
Noskt Wileait io. ns ne ee nese 
Corouer. 
S W. Burke ..... Bt oe, © 
County Commissioners. 
C. B. Jackson, dem...... 149 
John Hancock, rep......- 153 
Carlos G. Akin, rep..... 84 
1870 
For Governor. 
J. M. Harvey. rep...... 942 
Isaac Sharp, dem....... 390 


Secretary of Nlate. 
W. H. Smallwood, rep... 940 


(, ©. Dunean, dem .... 392 
Congressman. 

TD). P. Lowe, rep.......% 930 

Rh. C. Foster, dem...... 599 
Slate Senator. 

J. H. Crichton, rep .... 548 

H. C. Whitey, set...... 712 


*e*e 4+ * © *® *&© © 4 *% % @ 
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Representatiwe. 
John Russell, rep...... 626 
Allen MeCartney, dem... T07 

Probate Judge. 








Melvin Mickel, rep..... TAR 
T. J. Hudson, dem...... 
County Altarney. 
CO. C, Chase, rep... 2... 42 
H, O. Sprague, dem... .. 
Clerk of District Court. 
BS A TG i sic ahs o 3 731 
dW. Li. Russell, dem...... 
County Superintendent, 
S. W. Burke, rep........, 821 
I. M. Sheafor. dein... ... 
Coroner, 
G. W. Devia, repis..c, 802 
Wm. Wooley, dem,..... 
ridge Proposition. 
Apainst fonds ......+-+.0-+- 
1871 
District Judae. 
Joho i Goodin, ind... .. S45 
H. W. Taleott, ind ..... 2 
Representative. 
Ss. S. Benedict, rep... ... 709 
M, G, Averill, pop. ..... 495 


Clerk of Distriet Court. 
J, W. Paulen, rep... -.. 1244 1 
No opposition. 
Register of Deeds, 
Jolin S, Gilmore, tep,.,. 684 
James Stallings, ind.... 283 
W. Baxla, pop....-- core ORG 
County Treasurer, 
Alex Hunt, rep......... 746 
Win. Me. Brown. pop. 
County Surveyor. 
N. MeKimmey, rep..... 708 
No opposition. 
County Clerk. 


J.C. G. Smith, rep..... 727 

J. LL. Ruasell, pop....... 528 
Sheriff. 

B. W. Ladd, rep ...-... 802 


y 
Ss. R. Ferguson, pop.... 444 


SI 


Caraner, 
J. S. Forgey, rep....:. 833 
H. O. Sprague, pop... .-. 452 


861 


401 


County Commissioner Ist Distriet. 





A. Edmiston, pop..-... 1455 
John Roateap, rep...... 240 8G 
County Commissioner 2nd Distrist. 
Henry Brown, rep...... 350 350 
No opposition. 
County Commissioner 3rd Instrict. 
M, A. Brooks, rep...... B27 207 
Fe Bee BRGBTE nis ohaiele whe ote 28 
W. A. Hampton, pop.... 120 
1872-— 
For President. 
U.S. Grant, rep....... 1362 838 
Horace Greeley. liber’l-rep 524 
Chas. O'Connor, dem ..,. 27 
Congressmen, 
David P. Lowe, rep.... 1383 8381 
Wm. A. Philips. rep... 1374 822 
Stephen A. Cobb, rep... 1379 827 
W. R. Laughlin, lib, .... 5h2 
S. A. Rigas, EDP ois shai aver 548 
h. B. Mitchell, i 551 
For Governor, 
Thomas A. Osborn, rep. 1374 825 
Thad H. Walker, lib.... 549 
Secretary of State. 
Wn. H. Smallwood, rep 1878 830) 
F. J: Waskev, lib..... 548 
State Senator. 
A. M. York, rep.....:. 1371 S76 
Frank Willis, lib. ....... 495 
Representative. 
J. Z, Sexton, rep....... 1314 726 
J. N. Halstead, lib...... 585 
Clerk of District Court. 
J. W. Paulen, rep- .- -- ..1351 757 
George F. Jacksons lib... 464 
County Altorney, 
J. W. Sutherland, rep...1286 689 
Charles Sweney, lib... .- 597 
Probate Judge. 
William Stivers, rep....1364 827 
Henry Pearmain, lib. ... 537 
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Supt. Puplic Instruction, 
William B. Shirley, rep..1165 654 





S. W. Burke, ind....... 256 
J, C. Moore, lib........ 511 
1873—— 


Representatiwe, 

Thomas Blakeslee, rep, . .662 

J, A. Bean, gr...:.-..-.%774 118 
Register af Deeds. 

R. N. Richardson, rep, ...693 

O. TL. P. Sheffer, gr...... 804 171 
County Treasurer, 

Alex Hunt, rep.........828 280 


G, F. Jackson, gr..,.... 603 
County Surveyor, 
N. MeKimmey, rep, -- -- 1416 1416 


No opposition. 
County Clerk. 
Hlijah Brigham, rep ..610 


G: E..Butin, gr... 2 se. 836 226 
Shertff. 

Albert EK. Simith, rep..... 74606 

W... B, Hishiar, i001 ese 700 
Coroner. 

J. G. BR. Long, rep..-...- 672 

John &. Forgey, gr.....- 776 101 

County Commissioner Ist Distriat. 

R. M. Foster, rep. ...«... 234 

A. Edmiston, gr........ 254 20 

County Commissioner 2nd Distrist, 

W. H. Morgan, gr...... 190 

Silas Coats, rep........- 190 


(Coats chosen by lot.) 
County Commissioner 3rd District, 
PS. Booth, gy. 22... -. «> 305 70 
J. B. FP. MePherson, rep. .235 


1874—— 


Congressman, 2nd District. 
Stephen A. Cobb, rep..,.833 298 
J. R. Goodin, ref..,..... 585 

For Governor. 
Thomas A. Osborn, rep. .592 
J. C, Gusey, ref... . oi... 820 228 
W. K. Marshall, tem..... 28 





Srerelary of State. 
Thos. H, Cavanaugh, rep.868 
Nelson Abbott, ref...... 601 
Slate Senator. 
W. A. Peffer, rep.......5 Too 
M. A. Brooks, ref... .. 2.724 
Representative. 
Ss. S. Benedict, rep..... . 7TH0 
(od. Wright, ref........ (44 
Probate Judge. 
William Stivers, rep...-.950 
Henry Pearmain, ref.,..510 
Clerk of District Court. 


J. Z, Sexton, rep.....-., S848 - 


P. A. Johnson, ref... .. 606 
County Attorney, 
©. C.. Chase, rep......., 815 
IP. Ap “ReeG, Talos risrers 620 
County Superintendent. 
W. B. Shirley, rep...... 769 
J. ©. Moore, ref........ 666 
1875 
District Judge. 
T. J. Hudson, ind...... 829 
Henry W. Talcott, ind... .438 
R. N. Baylies, ind.......102 
District Judge. 
(To Fill Vacancy) 
Peter Bell, ind. .........484 
W. A. Atchison, ind..... .393 
Representative, 
S. 8S. Benedict, rep......821 
J, Y¥, Simpson, ref...... 514 
Register of Deeds. 
J. H. Dickson, rep....., 661 
W. Cownill, beb... weet ass 674 








0, BP. H.. Shafter, ..5<.085 13 


County Treasurer. 
Henry Brown, rep....... 812 
©, B. Jackson, ref....... 558 

County Surveyor. . 
N. McKimmey, rep...... 938 
John Woolman, ref......413 

County Clerk. 

E. K. Parris, rep........ 685 
G. E. Butin, ref........ 692 


267 


146 


Bgl 


s07 


13 
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Shertff. 
A. B, Smith, rep......- 157d 1374 
No opposition. 

Caroner’. 
T. la Craig, rep.......-738 244 
A. (7, Marshman,, ...-..- 494 
County Commissioner Ist District. 
John Routeap, rep....... 124 


A, Kdmiston, ind-rep,... 297 172 
County Commissioner 2nd District, 
W. &. Alexander, rep....294 82 
ss. W. Sturdevant, ref... .212 


County Commissioner Srd District. 





T. F.C. Dodd, rep.......-. 128 
P. &. Booth, Tel. 0.1.4). 1. 275 «147 
1876—— 
For President. 
RK, B. Hayes, rep......-, 1482 717 
S.J. Tilden, dem........- 756 
Peter Cooper, gb........- 40) 
Congressman, 2nd District. 
D. C. Tluskell, rep...... 1427 «A735 


J. R. Goodin, ind-dem....854 
Seeretary of State. 
Thos. H. Cavanaugh,rep.1486 639 


Ss. M. Palmer, dem... ... 79% 
State. Senator. 
S. 8. Benedict, rep...... 1359 502 
G. F. Juckson, dem...... 857 
Representative 54th District. 
John 8. Gilmore, rep....738 304 


A. S. Tfolmberg. dem... .429 
Representative 55th District. 


T. B. Woodard, rep...... 739. Sil 

L. Adams, dem......... 368 
Olerk of District Court. 

J, Z Sexton, rep....... 1483 6584 

P. A. Johnson, dem...... 800) 

Caunty Attorney. 
J, A. MeHenry, rep....1348 470 
J, K,. Demoss, dem...... 875 


Probate Judge. 
D. B. Brown, dem.......742 
William Stivers, rep....1529 %s7 


County Superintendent. 
A os Fas. | 1360 485 
Cornelia Stearns, ind-dem 872 
1877 
Lieutenant Governor. 
1. U, Humphrey, rep...1116 497 
T. W. Waterson, dem...,.619 








D. B, Hadley, gb........ 5 
Reyisler of Deeds. 
J. W. Pantin, rep........ 767 


William Cowgill, ind-ref.967 200 
County Treasurer, 
H. A. Jenner, rep...-... 1080 450 
Chas. 1, Coleman, ind-ref.630 
County Surveyor, 
N. MeKimmey, rep..... 1698 1698 
No opposition 
County Clerk, 


G. MeFadden, rep.....- 1099 474 

John C. Chileote, ind-ref, 625 
Sheriff. 

Thomas Melntosh, rep. .975 230) 

F. M. Hefley, ind-ref....745 
Coroner, 

T. T, Oraig, rep. .:,.. W111 1111 


No opposition 

County Commissioner Ist District. 
M, T, Cantrell, rep.,..., 335 $7 
C. B. Jackson, ind-ref.,. .248 
County Commissioner 2nd District, 
Jeorge Kast, rep....-... 366 182 
B. W. Colaw, ind-ref.,..184 
County Commissioner 8rd Distriet. 





J. H, Gray, rep........ 380 167 
Moses Kimball, ind-ref. .213 
——1h878 
. Congressman at Large. 
J. R. Hallowell, rep....1183 114 
Samuel J. Crawford, dem- 
BD acto g KesSilecios + LUG 


Congressman, 2nd District. 
Dudley €, Haskell, rep..1142 4518 
Charles W. Blair, dem.., .501 
P. P. Elder, gb.......-. 624 


Std 
For Governer. 
John P. StJohn, rep... . 1145 
John R. Goodin, dem... .442 
D. P. Mitchell, gh....... 183 
Secretary of State. 

James Smith, rep...... 1183 
L. H. Borton, dem. -. .. .362 
T. P. Leach, gb.. 2... ... 728 


Representative 54th District. 


John S. Gilmore, rep... .98] 
W. B. Whitaker, dem-gb, . 480 


Representative Jath District. 


T. B. Woolard, rep...... 588 
J. Gist, demi-wb. ....-4... 484 

Clork of District Caurt. 
A, E. Sinith, rep... .... Lid 


i. C. Todd, dem-gh.... 1069 
County Attorney. 

James A. MeHenry, rep.1004 

T_ J. Hudson, dem-gb, . 1244 
Probate Judge 


William Stivers, rep....1284 
J. P. Holmes, dem-gh. - _. 978 


County Superinten dent, 
W. B. Shirley, rep....-. 108% 
J. L, Shinn, dem-gb....1150 


Hn 


+00 


1()+ 


-~) 
~? 


County Commisstoner ist District, 








M. T. Cantrell, rep,...,.o79 
C. W. Hickox, dem-gb, .. .357 
1879 
District Juilye. 
HL. W. Talcott, ind...... 1144 
L. W. Keplinger, ind..... S51 


Register of Deeds. 
Thos. Blakeslee, rep... .1509 
William Cowgill, ind-ref. 760 
County Treasurer. 
H, A. Jenner, rep...... 1310 
Osear Coy, ind-ref....... Tao 
County Surveyor. 
RB, Dornblaser, rep...... 1296 
I. Denn, ind-ref........733 
County Clerk, 
J. C. Tuttle, rep....... 1345 
N, McKimmey, ind-ref.. .687 


22 
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Sheriff. 
Thos, MeIntosh, rep... .1335 
F. M. Hefley, ind-ref,., . - 720 
Caroner, 
A, G. Marshman, rep, ...1312 


D, J. Hollopeter, ind-ref. , 758 


fil. 


5ad 


County Commissioner 2nd District. 


R. B. Wetmore, rep...... 374 
John Robertson, mmd-ref, .213 
1880 








Kor President. 
“oy A. Garfield, rep. .1627 


W. oS. Huneock, dem,.... 722 
J. B. Weaver, gh......85 527 
Congressman, 2nd District, 
D. (. Haskell, rep...... 1634 
L. FL Green, eb-dem. .. .1252 


Kor Governar. 
John VP. StJohn, rep... . 1619 
Edmund G, Ross, dem... .725 


H. P. Vrooman, gh....., 51? 
Secrelary of State. 
James Smith, rep....-.. 1682 
A, B. Cornell, gb... -... 526 
J. M. Griffin, dem, -...., 720 
State Senator. 
S. S. Benedict, rep...... 1583 
J. L. Shinn, gh-dem, ...1248 
Renresentatine 54th “Diatrict. 
J. Z, Sexton, rep........ 539 
J. W. Butts, gb-dem,..... 608 


Representative 55th District, 


T. F. C, Dodd, rep...... 798 

S. W. Sturdevant, gb-dem 608 

Clerk of District Court. 

R. J. Mackey, rep......1592 

D. Hite, gb-dem,........ 1259 
County Altorney. 

S. 8. Kirkpatrick, rep... 1600 

W. S. Soule, ah-dem....1219 
Probate sash 

William Stivers, rep... .1667 

W. Ik. Horton, eb-dem. 1159 

County Superintendent. 

J. KL Viiut, rep........ 1629 

A. FE. Lewis, gb-dem....1206 


161 


HOt 


‘a5 


231, 


190) 


335 


381 


421 
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Shertff. 
Samuel Batighman, rep..1598 338 
J. P, Holmes, gb-dem, ..1260 
County Commissioner 3rd District. 
John TT. Gray, rep,..... n30 oF 
I, Adans, gh-dem.... ,.433 
Prohibition Amendment, 








For amendment ....... 1487 415 
Against jomendment ....1069 
1881 
Register of Deeds. 
G. MeFadden, rep... 1164 


J, i. Shinn, gh-dem....1153 
( Vote contested ; MeFadden’s ma- 

jority reduced to 3.) 
County Treasurer. 

J, HH. Gray, rep........ 892 

T. (. Singleton, gb-dem.1424 592 
Counly Surveyor, 

Isaac Dean, rep.,.,..-, 1464 394 

J. H, Hiatt. gb-dem..... 971 

County Clerk, 


* Si ole od ee ee 1490 =~640 
Peter Durham, gb-dem. .850 
Sheriff. 


Samuel Baughman, rep..1262 200 

W. H. Finlev, eb-dem. .1062 
Coroner, 

D. Te-Criehie, SEB ie oF aes 2,0 1181 749 

John 8, Gilmore, (joke). .432 

County Commissioner Ist District. 

George W. Teter, rep....542 268 





J. K. Liggett, gb-dem.... 274 
1882—— 

Congressman. at Large. 

S. R. Peters, rep........ 1433 288 

KR. N. Morrill, rep...... 1434 239 

Louis Hanback, rep..... 1426 231 

B. W. Perkins, rep..... 14387 242 

O. A. Leland, dem...... B57 

John O’Flannigan, dem. .859 

S. N. Wood, gh-la...... 1195 

John Davis, gh-la....... 283 


Allen Williams, gb-la....258 
H. L. Phillips, gb-la.....283 


Congressman 2nd District, 


D. C. Haskell, rep...... 1382 169 
N. F. Acers, dem......4. 987 
Alfred Tavlor, gb... 2... 256 

Far Governor, 
John P. StJohn, rep....1179 82 
G. W. Glick, dem....... L097 


Charles Rohinson, gh... ,.262 
Saertaary of State. 


James Smonth, rep.,.... 1457 2h 
Samuel L. Gilbert, dem, .900 
A, P. Elder, pb. ......... 278 


State Senator. 
J. Z Sexton, rep.......1584 179 
M. A. Brooks, dem-gh.. .1205 
Representative 40th District. 
J. B. F. MePherson, rep.630 9 AT 
W. FP. Phillips, dem-gh...473 
Representative 41st District, 
F. M. Robertson, rep....755 114 
F. M. Power, dem-gbh....641 
Clerk of District Court. 

E. F. Maxwell, rep.....- 1244 
Jesse Shinn, dem-gb....1365 131 
County Attorney. 

S, 8S. Wirkpatrick, rep. .1140 

T. J. Hudson, dem-gb...1437 297 

Probate Judge. 

William Stivers, rep....1440 292 

J. 5, Claiborne, dem-ghb. .1148 
County Superintendent. 

J. H. Vhet, rep....::+. 1451 209 

Warren Knaus, dem-gb. .1152 

County Commisstoner 2nd Distrist. 


A. M. Craig, rep...--.-- 504 212 
Virgil Wilson, dem-gh, .. .292 
——1883 





MNstrict Judge. 
L, Stillwell, rep.......,1807 453 
H. D. Dickson, dem... . 1074 
Register of Deeds. 
M. E. Richardson, rep,.1539 507 


L. Adams, dem-gb.....- 1032 
County Treasurer. 
B. W. Ladd, rep....-... 1273 


T. ©. Singleton, dem-gb.1305 32 
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County Surveyor. 
John T. Cox, rep...... 128 
N. MeKtomey, dem-gh..121 23 
County Clerk. 


J.C. Tuttle, repo... .... 1331 «132 

Alfred Cooper, dem-gb, .1199 
Sheriff. 

W: BS Welly, rep, 00.5.6 1465 369 

Charles A. Sprague, dem- 

US be tet iat tam ation” at'ee LOG 

Coroner, 

F. M. Wiley, rep. ....4., 1492 414 


A. N. Perkina, deni-gb. .1078 
County Commissioners. 

W. MM. Stout, rep. s254-5- 437 04h 

Sammnel Whiteside, dem-gh 394 





Special election held March 1, 
1854+. to fill vacaney occasioned by 
the death of Congressman «D. 0, 
Haskell, 


Congressman. 


kK. H. Fonston, rep...... 114 459 
S. A. Riges, dem-gb..... T54 
1883—— 





Tor President 
Jnmes G. Blaine, rep... 114 4 
(drover Cleveland, dem. .1144 
Benjamin F. Butler, nat. .162 


John P. St. John, pro....48 
Congressman Third District. 

Ik. W. Perkins, rep...,., 203 RT 

G. W. Gabriel. dem. ,..1162 

W. A. Tipton, nat......, 157 


For Governor, 
John A. Martin, rep....2011 756 
(fearge W, Glick. dem .. . 1244 


H. L. Phillips, nat...... 115 
Seertaary af State. 
KE. B, Allen, rep,.,..... 2046 STA 
Kugene Hagan, dem... .1165 
J. ©. Hebbard, nat...... 165 
State Senator. 
R. W. Allen, tep........ 1889 434 


A. T. Mndd, dem-nat.., .1455 


Representative 4Alst District. 
C, J. Butin, rep,....... 1065 381 
J. M. Hatton, dem-nat. ...684 
Representative 4oth District. 
J. FF. Coulter, rep...... 26 267 
W, F. Phillips, dem-nat. .659 
Clerk of District Court. 
H. M. Keeeling, rep....2083 To 
D. N. Young, dem-nat, .122) 
County Attorney. 
B. M. Short, repo... 2... 1G19 88 
W. M. Vestal, dem-nat..1536 
Probate Judge. 
KH, 'T. Wells, dem-nat.... 1453 
R. M. Foster, rep....-. 1808 320 
County cial 
TL, A. Brundige, rep.,.,1820 331 
V. L. Polson, denm- nat. 1489 
County Commissianer Ist District, 
, Dornblaser, rep.,...,. 655 SI 
W. Hickox, deni-nat. 574 
Sunk Commissioner rd District, 








KH. P. Moulton, rep...... hah 280 
KF, TT. Allen, demenat.... 945 
TASS 


Register af Deeds, 
Charlies LL. Moulton, rep. 2841 2524 


eS hs a oe or 17 
County Treasurer, 

Joly Kans, dem...... 1297 
William) H. Cramer, rep.1563 266 
County Clerk. 

Don Willits, rep........ 1929 37 
A. Kashner, dem........992 
County Surveyor. 

N. Melkinvmey. dem... .1428 
John T. Cox, rep....... 1489 61 
Sheriff. 

W. RR, Kelley, rep......1817 694 
G. W. Slaton. dem...,.. 1123 


County Commissioner 2nd Distrist. 

James Beeannon, rep....4690 311 

Burr Murdoek, dem..., .239 
Coroner. 

¥, M. Wiley, rep........ 1813 720 

A. N, Perkins, dem..... 1093 
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1886—— 
Conyressminm Thil District. 
B. W. Perkins, rep......1912 69% 
Frank Bacon, dem...... 1204 
J. W.. Forest, tem........ 18 
Kor Governor. 
Jobn A. Martin, rep.,.1900 9+ 
Thonas Moonlight, dem.1260 
UO. H, Branscombe, tem., 23 
Seertaary of State. 





. B. Allen, rep. os ceases I9s2 FHT 
“4 J. Pettillon, dem....1155 
W. B, Klaine. tem... ... 25 
Representative, 
(. J. Brtin, rep.....+., 1968 saz 
W. F. Phillips, dem..... 1136 


Clerk af Distriet Court. 
H, M. Keesling, rep....2029 854 


L. L. Hughes, dem...... L095 
County Attorney. 

B, M. Short, rep........ 1437 

J. WK. Dermoss, dem...... 1534+ LAT 
Probate Judge. 

Cie She Wiens, FEN. crciste 0° 1784 484: 


J. S. Claiborne, dem... .1300 
County Superintendent. 
Hl. A. Brondige, rep....1823 560 








A. KB. Lowia, dem. ..... 1263 
County Commissioner 3rd District. 
EK. P. Moulton, rep...... 632 254 
Robert Whitaker, dem... .378 
1887 
INstrict Judge. 
I, Stillwell, rep.......- 3319 3319 


No opposition 
Register of Deeds. 

Tsaae A, Sims........... Gj 
Charles L. Morton, rep. .3298 3292 
County Treasurer. 

George B. Brown, rep,..1700 49 


Tsaave Hudson, dem.,.... 1651 
County Surveyor. 
John T. Cox, rep....... 2036 1993 


N. MecKimmey, dem..... 45 


County Clerk. 


Don Willits, rep........ 4205 32065 
No opposition 
Sheriff. 
A. J. Mannen, rep...... 1785 212 
Frank Kimball, dem... .1575 
Coroner, 
A M. Wiley, rep 993° 474 
1 Allon. ae Lied t 1439 
neste C‘omniusstoner 18st Districs. 
hb. Dernbliser, rep,.,.... 985 951) 
George W, Teter......--+- 5 
A. I" Tlamilton.......... 21 
1588 








For President 
Benjamin Harrison, rep.2191 438 
Grover Cleveland, dem. .1035 


A, J. Streeter, wn-la...... O71 
Clinton B, Fisk, pro...... 47 
Congressman Third District. 
B. W. Perkins, rep....-.. 2181 481 
John A. Baton, dem...... 959 
W. H. Utley, un-la...... 766 
C. W. Harvey, pro.....4. 35 
For Governor, 
Lyman U.Humphrey,rep 2186 426 
John Martin, dem...... 1123 
P. P. Elder, un-la....... G01 
J.D, Bodkin, pro........ 36 


Seerlaary of State, 
William Higgins, rep....2194 440 
Allen G. Thurman, dem, 1089 
M. J, Albright, un-la....678 
L, K. MeIntyre, pro,..-.. 37 
State Senator. 
S. 8. Kirkpatrick, rep..2147 419 
C,. G. Glenn, dem-un-la..1728 
Representative. 
John B. Rowe, rep...... 2207 434 
W. F. Phillips, dem-un-la. 1673 
Clerk of District Court. 


C. 8. Brigham, rep...... 2207 506 
A. G. Young, dem-un-la.170 

County Attorney. 
©. S. Reed, rep........ 2185 482 


J. . F. Cates, dem-un-la 1703 
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Probate Judge. 

C. S. Wicks, rep......4. 2263 538 
RK. A. Mead, dem-un-la, .1625 

County Superintendent. 
H. V, Butcher, rep..... 2262 625 
J, H. Viiet, dem-un-la. .1634 
County Commissioner 2nd Diatrist. 
James Becannon, rep....676 375 








Nobert Allison...... 2... 301 
deg. Shc IMU be hemsld picoic of de 150 
1889 
Register of Deeds. 
RK. M, Jones, rep........ 1757 BET 
W. Y. Jenkins, un-la..... RNG 
County Treasurer. 
G. B. Brown, rep....... 1455 


RR. J. Mackey, un-la....d474 9 39) 
Cointy Saroeytt: 
N. MeKimmey, rep... ..1895 1895 
No opposition. 
County Clerk, 


Clem White, rep. .....-- 1741 B60 

W. V. Hendricks, un-la..S881 
Sheriff. 

A. J, Mannen, rep....-. 181 87a 

Charles Farwell, un-la....931 
Coroner. 


F. M, Wiley, rep. .... 

No apposition. 

County Commissioner srd District. 

B. W. Ladd, rep....-.... 425 

HW. H. Arthur, dem-un-lad?O 45 

County Commassioner Ist District. 
(To Fill Vaeancy.) 


. 1822 1822 





M. 'T. Cantrell, rep...... G59 655 
No opposition. 
189(——— 
Congressman Third District. 
B. W. Perkins, rep...... 1782 «136 


T. A. Clover, pop-dem. .1646 

For Governor. 
Lyman U.Humphrev,rep 1684 559 
J. F. Willits, pop....... 1125 
Charles Robinson, dem., 690 


A. M. Richardson, pro.... 11 


Secretary of State. 


William Higgins, rep. ...1647 
R. 8, Osborne, pop, -.-. - 1268 
S. G. Isett, dem.....:+.. 504 


Charles Fairchild, pro,.,. 5 
a aig 
J. R. Chambers, rep... .1745 


A. “4 Brown, pop-dem.. 17? 


Clerk of District Court. 
». Brigham, rep... .1786 
A. M. Sharp, pop-dem. ..1743 

County Attorney. 
©. S. Reed, rep.....:.. 177 
J, M. Kennedy, pop-dem . 1724 
Probate Judge. 
©..8. Wicks, repy.+...-- 1755 
L. Adams, pop-dem.... 
County Superintendent. 
H. V. Butcher, rep...... 1820 
W.R. MeDonald, pop-dem 1684 


County Commissioner 


° 
+ 


KE. H. Bailey. rep,...... 635 
C1). Mellen, pop-dem, .. .629 
——1891 





District Judge. 
fj, Stilwell, rep....-....,1902 
T. F. Rayer, pop-dem,..1501 
Register of Deeds. 
R. M. Jones, rep........ 1849 
+. M. Findley, pop-dem, .1549 
County Treasurer. 
George Hast, rep,.,..... 1748 
M. F. Kimball, pop-dem. 1662 
County Surveyor. 
Kili Stafford, rep, ....... 1764 
N. McKimmey, pop-dem 1636 
County Clerk. 


Clem White, rep........ 1685 

VY. L. Polson, pop-dem, . 1696 
Sheriff ° 

H. 8. MeCrav, rep...... 1790 

John Mvers, pop-dem...1598 
Caraner. 

F. M. Wiley, rep........ 1806 


C. W. Long, pop-dem. ...1598 


136 


Tat District, 


6 


41} 


309 
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Counly Commissioner 2nd Distrist, 


Jas. Becannon, rep... .- G00 
S, D, Isenburg, pop-dem. .488 


1892 


For President 
Benjamin Harrison, rep.1503 
J. B. Weaver, pop....... 1636 
John Bidwell, pro....... 42 
Congressman at Large. 
Gearge T. Anthony, rep 1798 
W. A. Harris, pop-dem. .1647 
Congressman Third District. 
L. U. Humphrey, rep, ..1720 
T. J. Hudson, sapbileth. AVF 
For Governor. 
Abram W. Smith, rep. .1805 
L. D. Lewelling, pop-dem 1643 








1. 0. Pickering, pro...... 27 
Secretury of State. 
W, C. Edwards, rep. .... 1807 
R. 8. Osborne, pop-dem. .1643 
H. W. Stone, pro....-.-. 28 


Stale Senator. 
John «. Carpenter, rep. .1826 
S.C. MoFadden, pop-dem 1638 
Representitive, 
Juve Lamb, rep...-+-..1812 
A. %. Brown, pop-dem, .. 1659 
(Verk of District Court. 
J, T. Cooper, rep...... 1824 
George Burr, pop-dem, .1649 
County Attorney. 
P, C. Young, rep...... 1814 
J. ri peters pop-dem . 1642 
Probate Judge. 
J. B. F. MePherson, rep 1821 
J. M. Hatton, pop-dem. .1654 
County Superintendent. 
R. S. Spencer, rep. ASL? 
W.R. McDonald, pop-dem 1664. 


112 


167 


146 


Lit 


188 


153 


La? 


153 


County Commisswner 3rd District. 


H. H. Arthur, pop-dem. ,592 
Geo. W. Shoemaker, rep. .603 


WwW 





—— 183—— 
Register of Deeds. 
Alex Butchart, rep...... 1474 480 
A. Z. Brown, pop. ....... o04 
J. 8S, Claiborne, dem....288 
County Treasurer. 
George Mast, rep...... 1502 588 
L. W. Strange, pop...... 914 
A. Ll. Bill, dem........, 3665 
County Surveyor. 
Eli Stafford, rep....... 1494 1197 
B. Dornblaser,.... ...... 297 
County Clerk, 
S. G. Moffatt, rep...... 1389 
V. L, Polson, pop-dem. .1398 ) 
Sheriff, 
H. §. MoCray, rep...... 1558 647 
KL NY, Jolinson, BOP». 3. t 911 
(y Lt, Kinyon, dem... ...298 
Coroner, 
F. M. Wiley, rep..1...4, 1482 424 
A. N. Perkins, dem.,... 1058 
County Commissioner Ist District. 
J. T, Wellé, rep, .s-seies #82 44 
A. Odell, pop......4....- 438 
189..—— 
Congressman at Large. 
e W. Blue, rep........ 1712 484 
B Harris, pop...... 1228 
Me Lowe, dem........ 244 


Frank Holsinger, pro.... 42 
Congressinan. Third District. 


S. S. Kirkpatrick, rep...1697 384 
J. D. Botkin, pop... .... 1313 
W. F. Sapp, dem......., 220 
For Governor, 
EK. N. Morrill, rep,-.... 711) 466 
L. D. Lewelling, pop... .1245 
David Overmyer, dem... .277 
1. O, Pickering, pro...... a3 


Secretury of State. 
W. C. Edwards, rep....1721 421 
J. W, Amis, pop........ 1200 
K. J. Herring, dem...... 263 
J. N. Howard, pro...... 45 
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Representative, 
Ss. S. Benerliet, 1 183 LS 
A. NS. Verkins, pop-dem, . 1488 
Clerk of District Court. 
J.T. Cooper. rep... ,... LR25 48 
M. (. Cowdery, pop-dem.1337 
County Attorney. 
P. C,. XYetige Pup. bse. W726 227 
J. 1K, Detioss, pop-dem.. 1449 
Probole duddqe. 
1, BF. MePherson, rep. 1718 265 
l. A\dnins, pop-lem....1454 
Connly Superiateudent, 
hh. oS. Spencer, rep... .. 1798 586 
(. 1. Williams, pop....1212 
County Commissioner 7st District, 
Ki. A. Builey, rep........544 | 
('". B, Jackson, pop-dem ..546 
County Commissioner 2ad Dislrist. 








Jainies Beecannon, rey... -- 554 «7S 
Wilham Knaus, pop-den 47 
L895 
Districl Judge. 
I. Stillwell, rep......-- 1639 1639 


No opposition, 
Regisler of Deeds. 
Alex Butchart, rep.,.,..1625 519 
W. Y. Jenkins, pop-dem 1106 
County Treasurer. 
H. M. Wilson, rep...... 1629 489 
d. 'T. Cooper, pop-dem..1140 
County Surveyor. 


B. Dornblaser, rep...... 1628 1628 
Ne opposition, 
County Clerk. 
T. D. Hampson. rep,...1549 924 
FE. M. Russell, pop-dem. .1225 
Sheriff. 


T. A, Middleton, rep... .1354 
W. H. Bray, pop-dem...1389 35 
Coroner. . 
BR. KE. Jones, pop-dem. ..1214 1162 
EB. M, Wiley. ........s.-. 52 
Caunty Commissioner Srd District. 
John Il, Gray, rep...... 535 507 
Bis PACs cc! eetes ee Ae 28 





18%}—— 

Far President 
Win. MeWNinlevy, rep..... 1852 

W. J. Bryan, dem-pop..1954 102 

Chas. KE. Bentley, mat...... i) 
John M. Palmer, nat-dem.. 4 
John Levering, pro........ 5 
Congressman ab Large. 
i. W. Blue, top........- IS41 


J. D. Botkin, pop-dem,.1956 114 
Congressman Third District. 
S. A. Kirkpatrick, rep, .1540 
KH. ER. Hidgley, pop-dem 1978 158 
Judge Court of Appeals, 
W. A. Johnson, rep... .1854 
Munford Schoonover, pop- 
ORE 134. 8b sated+deon i968 
lov Crovernar, 

EK. N. Morrill, rep...... 1875 
John W. Leedy, pop-dem.1929 56 
Necrelary of State, 

W. C. Edwards, rep....1863 

WW. E. Bush, pop-dem..1935 7% 
State Senator, 

GO. SB. Heed, Fey. nose 1865 

IL P. Farrelly, pop-dem.1928 64 
Representalive. 

S.S. Benedict, rep...... 1780 
Clark Davis, pop-dem,.2001 212 
Clerk of District Court. 

W. L. Marlin, rep, -..-. 1844 
A. M, Sharp, pop-dem..1954 110 
County Attorney. 
N:. P. Willits, rep.....-. 1866 
J. M. Kennedy, pop-dem.1920 9 St 
Probate Judge. 
J. M. Keek, rep; .:-..«- 1908-6 
I, M. Pound, pop-dem. .1882 
County Superintendent. 
G. KK. Bideau, rep...... 1821 
George B, Sipe, pop-lem 1960 139 
County Commissioner Ist Distrist. 
KK. L, Myers, rep........ 565 
Charles Hickox, pop-dem 658 93 
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1897 
Register of Deeds, 
Gurrett Dillon, rep... .- - 1607 


Howard Dean, dem-pop, .1641 
Counly Treasurer, 

WI. M. Wilson, rep... ... 1597 

P. (y. Pinney, dem-pop. .1699 
County Surveyor, 

BK. Dornblaser rep...... 1618 


7. OM. Luekey, dem-pop, .1626 
County Clerk. 
T. D. Hampson, rep... .1609 
C \. Isham, dem- -pop. 1678 
Sheriff. 
Jolin B. Rowe, rep... 1483 


W. HL, Bray, dem-pap....1822 
Coroner. 

F. M. Wilev, rep.....-.. 11s 

B. E. Jones, dem- “pop... 1625 


County Comorissioner 





PF. M. Mieknian, rep... ., 489 
J. H. Ridlon, dem-pap.. 346 
184s— 

Congvessnmne at Large. 
W. J. Bailev, rep....,. 1744 
J. 1. Bodkin, pop-dein, .1991 
Mort Williams, pro........ 4 
W. He RE Bs Pen + oe ? 


Congressman Third District. 


S. 8. Kirkpatrick, rep. .1731 
BK. WW. Ridgely, pop-dem, .15)2 
Representative. 


N:.7, Witlits, rep...... Is78 

S. Canty, pop-dem...... 1479 
Por Governor, 

W. E. Stanley, rep...... 1769 

J. W. Leedy, pop-dem. £11599 

W. Ay Poffer, pro......... 20 


Secretary of State, 


George A, Clark, rep... . 1764 
W. E. Bush. pop-dem.. ..1566 


T, B. Garton, pro...... -- 12 
D. 0. Donnell, so. .........9 

Clerk of District Courk. 
J. W. Moore, rep...... 1683 
A. M, Sharp, pop-dem..1661 


102 


2nd Distriet 


- 
> 


® 
i i 


153 


159 


a90 


170 


198 


County Attorney. 

P. C. Young, rep....... 1542 

J. M. Nennedy, pop-dem L748 206 
Probate Jiudge. : 


J. * AGtK, Bapi..). 1.24) ISt+ 401 

J. 8. Claiborne, pop-dem 1473 
County Superintendent. 

John &. Perry, rep...... 703 8 


yeorge B. Sipe, pop-dem 1625 
County Commissioner 3rd District. 








J’ Hy Wry. TER. gs ens, G28 211 
J. Hemperly, pop-dem. ...417 
Iso) 


District Judge, 
A. $8, Lapham, pop-dem. .1414 
L, Stillwell, rep...... 2.1831 41h 
Register of Deeds, 

R. J. Rogers, rep... .-~- 1611 
Howard Dean, pop-dem,.1703 
County Treasurer, 

G. W, Skinner. rep... -..- 15388 
PL G. Pinney, pop-dem,.1819 251 
Connty Surveyor. 
> Dornblaser. rep..,... 1732 17S 
J. M. Lueley, pop-dem. . 1559 
County Clerk. 
. G. Kemedy, rep.. 
C.W. Isham, pop-der.. 
Sheriff. 
It. W. Whitaker, rep.. 
J. Z. Roherge, pop-dein. 
Coroner. 
F. M. Wiley, rep...... 1647 
A LP) || ed eee ee 1647 
(Deeided hy lot by county corm- 
injasioners in favor of F. M. Wiley.) 
County Commissioner Ist Distrist. 


1835 
1606) «61 


..170G SL 
1625 


J. AiRINger, TOP... eee ee. a0: 
CO. W. Hickox, pop-dem...651 148 
1900—— 





For President 
Wi. MeKinley, rep....2180 416 


W. J. Bryan, pop-dem. .1764 
EB. V, Debs, so-dem..... 23 
J. G. Wooley, pro........ 17 
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, Congressman at Large, 
Charles F. Seott, rep....2124 348 
J. D. Botkin, pop-denr. ,1797 


T’. EB, Miller, so-dem...... 20 
By. Hoyt, procs oc coca 
Congressman Third District. 
G. W. Wheatley, rep....2127 54% 
A. M. Jackson, pop-dem.1785 
5. Van Dyke, co-dem...... 24 
Far Gavernav- 
W. BK. Stanley, rep... ... 2125 «408 


J. W. Breidenthal, pop-d .1820 
G. C. Clemens, so-dem... .18 


Frank Holsinger, pro... ...11 
Secretary of State. 

GA. Clark, rep... 2.2 2132 348 

Abram Frakes, pop-dem. 1784 

J. W. Forest, so-dem...... 28 

BR, H, Moore, pro......-. 11 


* State Senator. 
J. (, Carpenter, rep.,..2124 3234 
J, T, Cooper, pop-dem..1801 
Representative. 
N. P, Willits, rep...... 2199 470 
J. W. Moss, pop-lem.., .1729 
Probate Judge. 
Williain Spencer, rep....2285 717 
Geo. H, Anthony, pop-d 1568 
County Attorney. 
E. D. Mikesell, rep...... 2140 346 
J. M. Kennedy, pop-dem 1794: 
Clerk of District Court. 
G. W. Young, rep......2101 260 
J. 8. Taylor, pop-dem. .1851 
County Superintendent. 
John S. Perry, rep......2180 838 
J. F. Owens, pop-dem. ..1792 
County Commissioner 2nd Distrist. 








Mathew Cox, rep........ 657) 
Burr Murdock, pop-dem. .605 

1901 
County Commissioner 3rd District. 
ol. He Ceby, TH. 032 i.0's i 407 4 


TT. EL Arther, dern-pop. .358 


The names of all the officers of 
Wilson county elected from the be- 
yinning (exeept 1865) ean be found 
by consulting the foregoing tables, 
Others have been appointed to fill 
vacanvies from resignation, death, 
or other causes. Tlerewith is a list 
of such appointees, with year, not 
including the special county cor 
missioners, county clerk and sheriff 
appointed by Gov. Carney when thy 
county was organixed : 

Sheriff—G. W. Schlegel, in 1880, 

County Clerk—W. H. Morgan, in 
(S87. 

Registerof Deeds—George Combes 
in LS6H, 

County Treasurer—J, M. Buzzari, 
1865: Alex. Hunt, (brief) 1872; H, 
A, Jenner (three months) 1876, 

County Attorney)—T. J. Hudson 
1867-8. 

Probate Shaffer, 
T8645, 

Superintendent of Public Tnstruc- 
tion—M. G. Williams, 1866; 5. W. 
Burke, 1870; J. 5. Perry (four 
months), 1901. 

Clerk of Distriet Court—G. D, 
Buneh. 1866; W. H. Morgan, 1867, 
1868: J. TL. Russell, 1871; A. E. 
Smith, 1878; TW. M. Keesling, 1900, 

Surveyor—A. H. Perry, 1867; N. 
McKimmey, 188). 

County Commissioners—Hlihn, 
Fellows, 1867: J. H. Gulick, 1877; 
J. EK. Gex, 1884: M. T. Cantrell, 
1889: James L. Harris, 1900. 

Judges Seventh Judicial District 
—Wim. Spriggs, of Garnett, 1867; 
Henrv W. Taleott, of Tola, 18'75. 

Connty Assessor—Aaron M. Lee, 
1866. 

Corener—Geo. W. Shannon, 1866, 


Judge—lolit 
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FINANCIAL EXHIBITS FOR 1902, 


County, Township and City Valuations and Indebtedness. 





Township, Real Estate Val'ns, Personal. R. R. Tel and Pullmao Car Footings 
ul aU ee 147,400 31,080 114,084 292,564 
+k ee ee 84,382 22,830 31,824 139,036 
RT ae eee 77,690 28410 = ataws'be 103,80 
CSE, 6 6.5 o.Piiwicloluele ~ie | RB SOS 35,005 35, 96 170,616 
Dueck Creek.,......... 56,280 17,160 25,720 09,165 
MRTINOEs tdcadee, §ebhee 79,633 23, 2 53,257 161,102 
Pall Rivers... winu-.~ 107,489 42,980 57,138 207, 007 
PTI OVE sy vetats dale sieve 88,624 . on, 876 82,288 200,785 
Neodesba...-., ...... 145,891 Bd, 898 115,876 327,365 
Newark..........4 ssas)=— 78, 125 21,054 22,927 119,106 
Fleasant Valley bewets 76,310 P| re or 133,920 
Ewa lfie Wy inst a o+cal'eh 50,500 17,38) 58,469 151,358 
Talleyrand.,......... . 72,688 18,117 ; 3,780 130,485 
Verdigzis i..cs..ebiue 69,874 20,669 26, 062 116,605 
WabSter io. sséinecctsds €3,375 17,480 11,268 92,123 
"POGGIB 4 oe sx4ede -.. 1,319,845 431,230 674,661 2,425,736 
CITIES 
rUiw ast See rr Fe 12,018 32,275 6,646 30,930 
Predpouiss oc.c.: 8s; 153,381 h5, 704 12,275 231,330 
Neodesha,..s 6... .ee0e 124,003 8,490 13,176 185,660 
ENIGRIG ick Se cctcucnr 15,418 Uy |. ce re 27,379 
pi Ty .. o04, 781 138, 447 32,007 475,435 


COUNTY INDEBTEDNESS. 


City or Township. Purpose Created. Issued. Amount, Due When. Rate. 
Center ....Con. of C. V. A. L. Ry. 7-1-86 25,000 7-1-1916 T 
Prairie.......Con, of C. V. A. L. Ry. 7-1-86 1,500 7-1-1916 T 
Talleyraod,..Con, of C. V. A. L Ry. 7-L-8b 12,000 7-1-1916 7 
DOT NAP 1 5 .\1.0)<6 Con. of C, K,. & W. Ry. 11-1-56 25,000 11-1-1916 T 
Colfax. - ..,Con. of C. K, & W. Ry. 8-2-86 8,000 8 2-191 7 
Duck Creek..Con. of C. K. & W. Ity. 12-1-8h 15,000 12-1-1916 7 
Verdigris.. .Con. of C, K. & W. Ry. 12-1-36 24,659 12-1-1916 7 
Cedar ...... Cou. V. V. 1. & W Ry. 8-2-86 24,000 8 2-1916 7 
Clifton...... Con. V. Vv. I, & W. Ry. 8-2.86 23,500 8-2-1916 7 
Guilford....Con, V, V. I & W, Ry. R-2-86 22,000 8-2-1918 7 
Neodesha Tp. Con. V V.I. & W. Ry. §-2-86 35,000 8-2.1916 7 
Center....... Funding M. & N. W. 5-10-80 6,500 7-1-1910 6 
Guilford. ...Con. of Bridges 1-1-88 10,000 1000 yrly 7 
Fall River. ..Con. of Bridges 1 28-92 4,000 1-1-1902 7 
Webster. ---. Con. of Bridges 8-65-05 ~~ 3,000 8-5-1905 6 
CITY INDEBTEDNESS. 
Neodesha.. Con. of Gas Plant 3-22-98 15,000 3-22-1908 ti 
Neodesha....Con. of Water Works 1-28-08 15,000 6-28-1908 th 
Fredonia ...Con. of Gas Plant 7-1-01 5,000 7-1-1908 4 
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The Courts and Lawyers. 
BY T, J. ILUDSON, 


Lawyers at all stages of the bistory of the human race have oceupled « 
prominent place. Meses was not only a law-giver bat a great lawyer. Demos- 
theres, Cleera, Mirabeau, Burke, Pill, Jefferson, Marshall, Lincoln and Me- 
Kinley were types. The bar is the training school for the bench and, the 
boneh furnishes the gveat balance wheel of government, Declarations, consti- 
tutions, treaties and codes are the huudiwork of lawyers, That all lawyers are 
not Fonest “ts pity. “lis trae” When Napoleon made himself Dictator of 
Fyonee he appealed to the army te wid hin in destroving the influence of the 
lawyers. [Lt would be difheult te construch wu civil gavernment or even a well 
organized inunicipality without the aid of a lawyer, The Wilson county bar 
has heen at the fore front in wll the events that have made up the county's his- 
tory, tleticw, the history of the county without something of a sketeh of the 
lawyere would be like the play of-lulios Caesar with Caesar left ont, 

The first court regularly held in Wilson county was opened at Coyville 
Seplember 8, 1866. AC that time, Wilson county wae ineluded in the Fifth 
Judicial District. Judge J. 1. Watson of Emporia was judge of that district. 
His Honor drove from Kanperia in a tweeseated hack, acenmpanied by Almerin 
Gillotle, and wt Burlington, H, X. Bont boarded the oonveyanee and the three, 
with the driver, reached Coyville, then a straggling village, the evening hefore 
court was to conyene, When the hour arrived for the opening of court the 
only county olficer present was the sheriff. Jndge Worson, not to he balked 
in the discharge of hie duties, promptly appointed Mr. Gillette clerk and Mr, 
Bent eounty attorney. Thore was no county attorney, but G. D. Bimeh, wha 
hat at ¢liim on Sandy ereck, had boon elected clerk of the distrief court, A 
wrand jury was summoned, together with a petit jury. The court was held in 
the sevond etary of the best building in the cennty. Coy & Steele had erected 
a square frame building of native lumber for a storeroom, 25x40 feet, one and 
one-half stories high, the half story designed for a wareroom, [tf was un- 
finizhod, exeept the floor, An outside stairway led to the door of entrance 
dy opposite the door wae a window. The door and window furnished the only 
light and ventilation, A rude table of dry goods hones wae placed near the 
witdow, the judge ocenpying one side and the lawyers having bueiness in the 
court Were arranged on the other side. Seats for witeases and spectators were 
made of heavy walnut lumber, resting on blocks of wood. The rafters came 
down so low that persons approuching the sides had to stoop to avoid bumping 
theit heads, A hole for a stove pipe was near the center of the floor. 

Only one case, an action of replevin for two cows, wae tried. It was 
brauglyt by John Circles against W. P. Craig. A jury was empaneled, the 
evidence introduced, counsel argued, the court instructed and the jary found 
for the defendant. John R. Goodin and Secrest & Gilbert represented the 
plaintiff and R. M. Ruggles the defendant. Tho grand jury returned two bills 
of indictment which were afterwards quashed. The sneceeding judge held 
that Almerin Gillette was not a legal clerk, owing to the fact that G. D. 
Bunch, who was not preecnt at the court, was the duly qualified clerk. 
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Wile the court transactad litte business, it had the effect of establishing 
law and order in the county and from that day to this, Wilson county tu 
bovtt In the maura strictly law-abiding municipality. 

The next term of court was held in Coyville, beginning on October 14, 
1867, The levislature of 1867 organized a new district, the Seventh, of whieh 
Wilson county was made @ part. Governor Crawford appointed William 
Spriggs, of Garnett, judge of the new district, and he held one term of court 
in Wilkon county. In November, (867, John R, Goodin, of Humboldt, was 
regilarly elected judge of the district and held court at Coyyille, beginning 
Vefober 26, TRGR, the last term at that place, The records show that the 
journal of the October, 1868, court is in the handwriting of Judge Goodin, 
| The next term of court for Wilson eounty was held in Fredonia in May, 
1860, where the eoort has ever since remained, 

The judges of the district court have been J. TL. Watson of Emporia, one 
term of court; William Spriggs, of Garnett, one term: Jolin R. Goadin, of 
Humbolit, @ little over seven years; Henry W. Talcott, of Tola, almost nine 
years, and Leander Stillwell, of Erie, who, when his present term expires will 
have been judge ef the Seventh district lwenty consecalive years. 

The first grand jury (1806) was composed of Peter Gordy (Tormman), 
Mason Jowett, James Cooper, Russell Dumewood., Jonathan Gustrap, T. 7, 
Nogele. Janes A, Ross, William Wilson, G. J. Caven, Hiram Gordy, M, B, 
Wilson, George Burrous, William Michael, Nelson Wilder, and W, P. Craig, 
So little wis known of the true county line, that one juror, Nelson Wilder, 
actually lived in Woodson county, ‘The inenibers of the pelit jury at the sane 
tery were Absalem Harp, J. H. Damewood, Thomas Curlisle, James Saunders, 
James Stallings (foreman). Daviel Bean, Christopher Jewett, Thomas Dane, 
J. W. Bairehilds, Frank Sellers, John Haneoek, Sr., and Jol Iancock, Jr. 
Thomas C. Craigy was sheriff and James W. Jewett was deputy, te 


MELVIN MICKEL—The first lawyer equippeil with certificates of ad- 
mission to the har ta locate in Wilsow county, was Melvin Mickel, who came 
to Coyville in 1867. Ie wae young, a blonde, onthuaiastic ; had lived in Kansas 
since 1859; owned an old copy of Blackstoue by Chitty, Nash's Pleadings and 
Swan's Justices, o change of clothing and about 410 in cash. He was eleeted 

rebate judge in the fall of 1868 and in the spring of 1869 moved to Free 
denia; reelected in 1870. Prawticed law after his term of office expired and 
finally lowated at Eldorado, Kansas, in 1875. He possessed good ability, wae 
a vivid and magnetio talker, had served his country in the army, was easily in- 
fineneced, and when with the goo and trne was of the best. He had many 
sterling qualitics and to this day has many warm Friends in Wilson county 
among the early settlers. 


CHARLES SWENEY—Was, as his name suggests, of Irish descent 
Coming to Wilson county in 186 from Illinois, where he had edited a demo- 
oratic paper for a mumber of years; was about 50 years old, His strong 
southern caste of thought got him into trouble during the war and broke him 


Siti ILI8TORY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANBAS, 


up, financially, causing him to eiiivrate, On arriving in Fredonia, withour 
previous warning he decided to enter the legal profession. In one respect he 
resembled necessity, he knew no law; lt he did have never-failing energy, 2 
large fund of general information. was a shrewd judge of human nature, aod 
some of tis friends insist he wae a better judyve of fermenti: withal, a man of 
coanpvietion and unfaltering courave: un warm friend and a steadfast hater: 
given ty acts of charity. Beginning the practice of law at 50, he necessarily 
Failed at the bar. A few years avo hw joined the wnntnbered dead, 


ADONTRAM J. MILLER—Was an early Kansas settlar and had practic 
wi law fora number of years before coming to Fredonia, in 1869. He was 
ahout 40 years old, was equipped with gaod legal knowledge and for several 
years was the recognized head of the Wilson cownty bar. As an advocate in 
those early days he had bat few equals in Kansas, and as a eriminal lawyer 
ranked among the first, Under proper surroundings and training he would 
have heen a great lawyer, Lacking stability of purpose. and of a roving turn 
af mine, fe moved from plaice to place in eearel of Uhe ideal Eddorade. Tle was 
a born agitator, fearless and untiring in defense of what he believed to ve 
right, never yielding to the blandishiuent of political preferment; spending 
his money yeeklesely. of necessity his debts annoyed lim, Ie ig now settled 
upon a small farm in Chautauqua county, where, like, Cincinnatus. he ealti- 
a the soil, commones with natnre. reads his books and entertains [4 

ries, 


CHIUSTOPTIER COLE MBUS CILASE, of Menard county, Llinois, 
halted in Predeniq in the spring of TAL He was voung in years, six Toot 
four inches in height, and had a fine legal edyeation and literary tastes, 
Nature had dealt generously with him, giving him e@ powerful physique aml a 
splendid mtelloet. For a few veare he grew rapidle in his chosen profession 
and the promise of his fatvre glittered like gold, Tle-was twice elected county 
attorney and several fines in the absence of the regnlar judge was chase to 
preside as judge pro lem over the district court, He wielded a facile and 
racy pen and would haye made his inark in the literary world had he turned 
iis attention in that direction. He possessed an analytical brain, great reason- 
ing power, and. but for an unfortunate frailty, would have made one of the 
vreal lawyers of the country. Early in life. however. he had formed an intr 
inate copartnership with John Barleycorn, The rambow of promise which 
attended him faded into the gray mist of disappointment. He became a home- 
less wanderer. and his beaatifn) young wife as Fredonia first knew her, and 
his two lovely daughters, with their many Wilseu county friends, are left to 
lmment a Iroken and inisspent life Nestor gone astray, 


JAMES AUGUSTUS BURGE, one of Wilson comnty’s old landmarks, 
native of Tilinois, first settled in Jefferson eounty, Kansas, 1868, was adinitted 
to the bar in that county in June, 1R69, moved to Fredonia immediately after, 
and in the early summer of 1870 intered into a eo-partnership with W, A. 
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Petfer und William (. Don Carlos. The trio were recognized as a strong law 
fivin and speedily gathered up dn extensive law practice, In 1875, Mn Burge 
entered’ into a law partnership with S. 5. Kirkpatrick, which continued for 
suine sors. After the Western Union telegraph company established an aftice 
in Fredonia, Mr, Burge quit the law and heeame ite local manager, a position 
Which he has ever since held, to the satisfaction of the people, Alwave polite, 
accommotatinog, and genial, he las more friends than any ove known to the 
writer engaved in the telegraph business, Pyvedenia never had a truer or more 
wil-sacrifiong friend than J, A. Burge, 


WILLLAM Co DON CATILOS, of Tlinois, pitched his tent in Fredonia 
warly in LATO. When a voung man he had often heard Lincoln, Douglas and 
Vorhees in the eourts of [inois and Wis boyhood recolleetions of those dis- 
Linguished advooates, often related, were highly entertaining. At the time he 
came to Fredonia, he was about 40 years old, six feet two inehes high, weighed 
ahout 200 pounds, and contrary to the rule among lawyers wrote an elegant 
hal Ayibitious to execl in his profession, particularly as an wdyovate, he 
vatherod clients vapidly. Feeling that the field was too ciremmscribed to justify 
rermahiig, be left us early in the 70s and wenr to forthwestern Kansas. To 
hin, snore than any one else, is due the credit of starting the setting out of 
Ormamental sluide trees in Fredonia, Howie a “prince of good fellows. 


JAMES L. RUSSEL, of Cleveluml, Ohio. wae a er, quile young, 
summewlat above the mediimin size and a atriking specimen of manhood, a good 
svhiohur, talent: was tot a lawyer when le first reached Fredonin, bat ebudied 
law tere. He filled the position of county clerk in’69 and “0, as deputy of 
Joseph Robbins; was afterward appointed clerks of the district court and kept 
his records in admirable shape, writing an elegant hand. After practieiny 
awhile in Fredonia he moved to southern Colorado where he practiced law Tor 
a number of yours, growing in lis profession and was twice chosmm judge of 
the distriet sourt in that state. Russell was the Chesterfield of the Wilson 
cannery bar, 


PETER DURHAM eame to Wilson county in 1869 from the land of 
Bruce vod Burns, wad studied law in Vredonia in 1871 and 1872, After his 
aimission to the bar, located in Coyville, where lhe hyed and practiced with 
creditable suceess. Te was endowed with a strong. clear and analytical mined; 
was Of retiring and taciturn disposition, a hard student and # safe counselor, 
A dreamer and poet by nature, he often displayed elements of genius. His 
real worth wae known only toa few. Death elaimed him early, before his life 
work had well begun. His sturdy Seatch honesty was ever present and his 
memory will remain green in the hearts of his appreciative friends. 


JAMES 0. McHENRY—A native of Ohio, studied law at Canton, waa 
well acquainted with President McKinley, In 1870, at about the age of 25, 
he located in Neodesha, taught selool for a time, was 4 wit and versatile gen- 
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tleman. Chosen county attorney in 1876 and moved to Fredonia and practiced 
law for a number of years in the county seal; moved to Howard, where he has 
ainee lived. In fhe county seat struggles he wes a strong and insistent friend 
of Neolesha until the contest wae finally settled in favor of Fredonia, A 
humorous, sarcastic speaker, an enthusiastic partisan, an entertaining store 
Taller and an able, all-round lawyer. Mac belongs to Wilson county, aml in the 
by-and-by will return to the place of his early efforls and victories. 


JOHN 1, MeMAHAN—Bore we have a startling and picturesque chase 
deter. Coming from lowa to Coffey county while vet a boy, in the fifties, he 
was ulwiys on the frontier, Edueation, picked up. Came to Wilson eounty 
in 1808, Attempted to start a county seat under the name of Twin Mounds, 
dirvetly northwest of Fredoma, he was the head factor in removing the county 
seat from Coyville, After Fredonia was granted a postotfice he promptly 
joined the Fredonia town compeny and beeame one of the town’s advocates for 
county seat, Was aix feet two inches in height, large and angular, marked 
feature, wyes black, dewp set and slightly crossed; large nose of the Roman 
lype, loud and strong voiced: always on band at a fight, a horse race or a 
county sext election; never without trouble on his hands, hut always managing 
lo evade the penaltioe of the nw, About the close of the war he. with others 
under his direation, captured fifty head of horses belonging to Paul Fisher of 
Tumboldt. and suceeedmt in driving them to Towa and disposing of them to 
hiz own petit. Shortly after hie return to Kansas, Fisher discovered the jake 
that had been plavel upon him and had MeMahan arrested. The principal 
witnese againsl Mac was a negro who had assisted in driving the horses to 
Town. Before his trial come off in the district court, MeMuahan learned that. 
the negro had betrayed him aod was going to testify against him. Arming 
lnmeelf with a “Colt*s Navy? he went to where the negro wae at work «nd 
ey itly began shooting all wrennd him and so frightened the darky that ‘ic 
eft the country and was never heard of afterwards. Soon after McMahan 
ome te Fredonia a sehool district wae organized and #2000 in bonds were 
yoted to build a school house m the new county geat. Ho managed to get 
hold of the bonds for the purpose of converting them imto cash and dir so 
convert them, but forgot to account to the district for the money, Te was not 
arrested for the last named offense, but he and his bandsmen were sued for the 
hmonnt and judgment was obtained The bond proved te be what is denom- 
nated o “straw bond” and the district never recovered the funds. MeMahan 
was admitted to the bar in Fredonia in 1870 and, tt may be assumed, Paul 
Fisher and the members of the school board of Fredonia were not called upon 
to furnish him a certifleate of character. He gained most of his legal knowl- 
edge by absorption and by experience in the many law suits in which he was 
engaged cither aa plaintiff or defendant, He died in Fredonia April 3, 1574. 


CHARLES DELANO, of Massachusetts, son of ex-Congressman Delano 
of that state, located in Fredonia in 1881; went into the law office of T. JJ. 
Hudson. He was a graduate of Harvard university and of the law school an- 
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nexed thereto. Was a book worm and an anchoret. Lived in Fredonia onw 
veur and cetuened to his beloved Boston. Was not adapted to Kansas winds 
aml wietern ways, being an exotic rare and fragile. 


WALTER 8. SOULE, deseendeil from a THuyuenot family. that setiled 
in New England in colonial times, wae born in aw suburb of Boston about 1844. 
Below the average in height, a brunette, well buill, an Adonis in dress and ear- 
riage. For years a student at Harvard and afterwards a graduate of a poly- 
technic school in Paris. Traveled oxtensively in Europe and Ameries in his 
earlier life, Chine to Wanaas and settled on a fav in Clifton township abont 
Is7i, Studied law and was admitted to the har about L878. Was, perhaps, 
the most finished scholar that ever lived in Wilson county. Spoke with readi- 
bess (he English, French and German languages: an ides] converentionalist 
and al ull times a polished ventleman. Personally popular, practiced law ia 
Fredonia fram 1878 to 1882. Went to Secerro, New Mexico, about 1884 and 
died there of pneamonia, There clusters around the memory of Soule that 
fine aroma of classic melancholy which is accorded to fow men after death. 


WILLIAM ALFRED PEFFER—A native of Pennsylvania, lived in Tod- 
iana, Missouri, Tennessee, Kansas—soldier, poet, lawyer. editor, statistician, 
statesman. Reached Fredouia in Mareh, 1870, and took a claim in Prairie 
township. Was forty, slender, blonde. mild eyed wud soft of speech. A pond 
all around lawyer, ready public speaker, an omniverous reader, overflowing 
with the milk of human kindness, ever speaking kind words and doing kind 
deeds. In polities a republican, a populist, a prohilitionist. In theory a pro- 
ivetionist, a free-trader, fiat money advocate, a bimetalist and a gold atand- 
alist; ever Carnest and imduetvious= Representa! Wilson and Montgomery 
counties in the state senate in 1875-4) and Kansas in the United States senate 
181 to W987. Always to he found on the moral side, his life was elean and 
upright Faults, donbtlese, he had, bot when the great balanee sheet of his 
life is made up, the good will be found to largely preponderate, Peffer did 
much to give permanence to the county seat at Fredenta and worked uneeas- 
ingly to secure railroads, Fredonia owes him a debt of gratitude, He moved 
to Coffeyville in the fall of 187A, 


B.M, SHORT, of Indiona, a graduate of the state university of Indiana, 
abd of the law school of Ann Arbor, Michigan. Came to Fredonia in 1874. 
Elected county attorney in 1884. Praetiow! law here wntil “88, removing 
to Ogden, Utah, where he new lives. Was a gifted and seholarly wentleman, — 


CHARLES 8. REED, of northern Ohio, a vraduate of the law school of 
Ann Arbor, came to Fredonia in 188+ and soon after entered into a law patt- 
nership with T. J. Hudson, Was eleeted county attorney in 1888 and 1890, 
Returned to Ohio in "7, locating at Sandusky, Entered apon the practice 
of law, and was soon after appointed judge of the conimon pleas court of that 
district: has held the office ever since, having heen twice elected by vote of the 
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people When Reed first wine to Fredonia be looked to be wbout tweuty years 
old, and was a little below the average in stature. He possessed all the elements 
of a strong lawyer, an analytical mind, great industry and unlimited tics. 
Hod he randined in Kansas he would have become one of the first lawyers of 
the state. Certainly a brilliant future is before him, 


GEORGE FP. UI came from Nebraska to Kansas about 1887, practice! 
law in Fredonia till the Cherokee strip opened in 1893; located at Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, Lhe same year, Uhl was a character study, He was about fifty 
vears ald when he eame ta Fredonia. Of limited education, he had read law 
oxtensively and was semething of a traveling encyelopoedia of law, thongh 
short an application of its prineaples: of irritable temper and yet a generous 
lisposition. 


Pt. B. PING, a3 a young tawver took up his abode at Guilford early in 
ists, Was elected county attorney the sume year, Had served as a Union 
soldier from low. Late in 1872 or early in 1873 he moved to Girard, where 
he beeme somewhat conspiions in local politics and in L676 was elected estate 
seuator from Crawford county. He died a number of years ago in Ohio, 


At the May (orm, 1870, of the distviet court of Wilson county, the fol- 
lowing yamed wontlonen were admitted to practice law : 

James MeCahe, John H. MeMahan, William C, Don Carlos, W. A. Peffer, 
Li. N. Short, Moses V, Yoder and W. C. Hollman. 

Short, Hotfman and MeCabe did net practice law in Wilson county to any 
cousiderable extent. Yorler located at Neodesha and for some time cantinied 
to practice law at that place. In the latter part.ef 1871 a young gentleman by 
the name of Thomas W. Naylor, from Illineis, entered into partnership with 
Yoder. Naylor was adinitted on a certificate in December, 1871. He gave 
promise of hecoming one of the very best office lawyers. The firm dissolved, 
hoth shortly leaving Wilson county. Yoder was in Washington state some 
years ago and had been elected probate judge of Chehallis county. A gentlo- 
han commonly denominatell Major Knapp also opened a law office in the early 
ceventivs in Neodesha and for a short time bloomed out as a champion of that 
tuwn in county seat litigation, Tle was active and energetic and made con- 
siderable noise, but caught few fish. After the county seat matter was settled, 
he drifted to Ohio and killed a man over a personal difficulty. 


WILLIAM STIVERS came from Tipton county, Indiana, tn 1871. 
First located at New Albany. Was elceted probate judge in 1872, which offive 
ho held for 42 years. Was admitted to the bar while probate judge. At that 
time he was about fifty years old, dark complexioned, medium height, strongly 
hnilt, and of commanding presence. A fair scholar and of good natural ability. 
Personally the most popular lawyer of his day, Conservative tm all things, 
particularly so as a lawyer, he managed to seltle out of court most of the cases 
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that came to him, and in that way, ne doubt, saved his clients much time and 
money. He divd a few years ago in his Fredonia home, bonered by all who 
knew him. 


Of the present members of the bar of Wilson county, it would be hazardons 
if not improper to write. Therefore, we will use diseretion by only naming 
them, J, S. Claiborne ia located at Coyyille; A. T. Anglin at Buffalo; J. W. 
Sutherland, J. K. Demoss and B. F. Carter, at Neodesha; S. 8. Kirkpatrick, 
Atwood Cady, N. P. Willits, J.T. Cooper, James M. Kennedy, Will B. Ken- 
nedy, HK. D. Mikesell, Robert M, McGrath, W. G, Fink, P. C. Young and T. J. 
Hudson at Fredonia. J. B, F. Cates, B. F, Shinn and Seymour Holmes, 
former members of the Wilson county bar, are located in adjoining counties, 
are still in the active practice, not only in the counties in which they live, but 
in Wilson county, 

Other lawyers, not sketched aud named, have for a short time hung out 
their shingles and practiced Jaw more or less in Wilson county, but their per- 
conal identity has vanished like “a midnight’s summer dream.” 


Why So Named. 


Altoona city from Altoona, Pennevivania, by choice of the Spenwer 
brothers. 

Kuxton town and pastolfice for a general officer of the Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe company when that railroad was built through Wilson county, 

luffalo city from the ereck near which it is located. 

Buffalo creek from the bulfalo, or bison. 

Benedict town for Hon. 8. 5. Benedict. 

Byooks station and postotfice for M, A. Brooke, who lived near by. 

Uoyville for Osear Coy, its founder and first postmaster. 

Colfax for Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana, who was yice president of the 
United States when it was organized in 1870, 

Chetopa creek and township for Chetopa, the Little Osage Indian war 
chief, 

Clifton township, given by Henry Pearmain from a handsome suburb of 
Bristol, England, 

Cedar creek and township from the tree, 

Center township from its geographical position in the county. 

Crooked creek ts what its name implies, 

Dun postoffice for James Dun, chief engineer in the construction of the 
St. Louis and San Francisco railway, Alex Hunt, of Fredonia selecting the 
name, 

Dry creek is not dryer than other streams, 

Duek Creek township from the creek of that name. 

Elder branch for Alex Elder, who located near its mouth in 1859. 

Fall River township from the river bisecting it. 
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Fredonia city from Fredonia, Chautauqua county, New York, John T. 
Heath proposing the naine when the town conlIpAny was organized, 

Guilford township and postollice from Guilford, Chenango county, New 
York, the birth place of Andrew Akin. 

Greathouse braneh for Warren Greathouse, a plonver, 

Lafontaine postoflice and town from Latontalne, Wabash county, Indian, 
heing seleeted by the Lines brothers, who eee instrumental in securing the 
establishment of Lafontaine postollice in 187! 

Middletown postollice from Middletown, See York. 

Morgan Valley for William H. Morgan, an carly settler. 

Now. Albany town and pnstotlice trom New Alhany, Indiana, and chosen 
hy Messrs Hall and Maonev. founders of the town. 

Neodesha is Osage Indian and said to signify meeting of the waters—Ver- 
digris and Fall rivers. 

Newark township) is named frou the city of Newark, Ohio. 

Pleasant Valley tawnshiyrs name was sugeceted by the beautiful yale ve al 
the Cedar, in which it ts embosorvier, 

Prairic township beeatise jt was a veritable body of prairie land. 

Roper town and postollice for an officer of the Missouri Pacific railroas 
COI pany, 

Rainbow ercek from the dise formed hy its sweep. 

Rest postoflice probably by some tired oy over-verked person. 

Ross branch for Jolin and Janes Ross, the first settlers on its hanks. 

Snake creck hecause of ils sumuous course, 

Salt ercek’s name coos pot suggest anything appropriate, 

Sycamore creek obviously from the tree, 

Sandy ereceks from the saily channels of the sandstone abounding at 
their sources, 

Sutton branch for Willian Sutton, the first ynan who settled on the ereek. 

Talleyrand township, Who suggested, applied or secured this name for 
the township is one of the mysteries, It recalls the great Talleyrand, the 
French Prinee, premier, statesman and diplomat, 

Verdigris river fron verdigris, 

Vilas postoffice and town from William FL Vilas, of Wisconsin, post+ 
master general when the postoltiee was estahlished. 

Verdigris township from the river, 

Webster township for the statesinan, Daniel Webster. 

Woodruff branch for L, F, Woodruff, who built a eabin hard by the ereek 
in the fall of 1858, 

Wushington creek probably for the first president. 

Wilson creek for M. EK, Wilson, a settler of 1864, 
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Wilson County Newspaoers, 


The first newspaper started in the county woe the Wilson county Courier, 
Republican in polities, John i. Foamings, editer and publisher, It made its 
dobut ot Prodenio on Jannary 20, ATO: wie a eix-calumn folio, but soon added 
another calm te the page The iatertal, all seeond land, was brought frag 
Leray to Fredonia ond had been previnnstly Wsed in Douglass, Potowatemie anil 
Coffey comntios. ‘he Courier nnissed many issues and went under to December, 
170, from sheer negleet, Pennings died at Austin, Texas, mn IS? 

The Altoona Union eame fate existenee Mareh 30, LST, and was a seven- 
column paper, TB, Bowser aid J. 8. 0D. Brown tuming if for the Altoona 
Town Co, whe owned the material July 9, 1870, James A. Smith and wife, 
Carrie Stearns Sbiith, took eharge and published the Union watil Decomber 
4, LsT2, when 1s wae suspended, ‘The final niuuber appeared with inverted 
column miles mm toiening for the death of Horaee Greeley, The material 
found iis way to Kalida, Woodeon county. and was used in printing the Kalida 
Advocate. Mr and Mis, Smtth have been living al Girard, Kansas, for over 
rwonty-five years 

The third paper wee the Guilford Citwen, the first umber being printed 
April 21, 187. Jina, 8, Cilinere was editor and proprietor and it was a seven- 
ooluimo sheet, The Citiven avowed tts belief amd doctrine to be Republean, 
The nterial wos new with the exception of the press. The paper suspended 
October 22, 870, at Volume Ll. No. 27. 

The Neovdesha (ilizen was next. being the successer of the Guilford Cit- 
imen, the proprietor of the latter moving the ollicw fo Newlesha. Lt was Repul- 
lican. The initial number of the Neodesha Citizen bore date of November 1s, 
isf0, The Citizen office contained the first job printing press brought te 
Wilson eounty, Too inieh work and expense jas put on the paper, and at the 
ond of volume two the publisher locked up the shop and quit, 

Next eauie & Deioeratic paper, the Neodesha Enterprise, J. A, Berry and 
5. B. Campbell, publishers. Lt was the rewulation size, seven colitis, dnd 
tltta in polities. Berry wae reckless in the giving of chattel mortgages to 
riise money, ‘The printing muterial wus seeretly taken possession of one dark 
night by holders of a second mortgaye and securely itd in a barn mow, while 
the Fredonia man who held the first mortyagu reeoverd naught, ‘The Nnter- 
prise started December 24. 1870. and ceased Mureh 238, 1871. 

From the ushes of the Wilson County Conrier rose the Fredonia Jourunt, 
W. A, Peffer being editor and owner, January 13, 1871; seven columns to pages 
polities reserved for the future, but later Republicanism was espoused, It wae 
enlarged to vivht columns and G. M. Wellman became a partner. After the 
demise af the Altoona Union and the Neodesha Citizen the Journal was, for 
several weeks, the only paper in the county, The Journal office was sold to 
Jue. 3, Gilmore and the paper suspended May 10. 1873. W. A. Peffer hae 
since attained national prominence in polities. 

The Wilson Connty Citizen succeedud the Fredonia Journal, with Jno. 5. 
Gilmore as editor and owner, Tts size was a seven-column [olio and tts politics 


‘ 
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announced to be Republican, On June 6, 1873, the Cilizen started forth at 
Vol. 3, No. 27, this being attained by combining the length of its publication 
at (nilford and Neodesha. The type was the same that had previously been used 
te print it and there was neither change in its style, wppearance or policy, 
The Citizen is still poblished by ite fonnder and will zoon enter on its thirly- 
third volume, 

Col 4. 2. Smith moved lis Humboldt Southwest printing offive from that 
town to Neodesha and started the Wilson County Wree Press, Vol. 1, No. 1, 
being dated January %. 1878. [t was neminally independent, but practically 
“opposition” politically, jiu seven-eolumn folio in sive. Smith was a inan ef 
Versatile talents, of nnusnal pifts, and aspired to political faver and leader- 
ship. He sold the paper, then called’ the Neodesha Free Press, te G. D. In- 
gersoll in Deeember, 1874, and the latter changed it to straight Republican 
and redneed its sie, Frank FH. MeCarter bought the officw in Deeember, 
1876, and made the paper independent in politics. Next Chapman Brothers 
purchased the Free Press and ran it for a short time ae a Democratic organ, 
Geo, A. MeCurter was the next publisher and he affected Republican polities, 
After possibly one or two more shifts in inunagement Jno. 8. Gilinore, 
December, 1888, bought the printing onttit and ended its eheekered carver, 
Col Snuth has heen dead for years; Ingersoll has been living in Allen county 
w long time: Frank MeCarter went to Washington or Oregon; the Chapmuane 
returned to Marvland: Frank Carter went far west, and further it 1 not 
averredd, 

The Neodeshn Register was started November 30, 18838, Republican in 
politics; eieht columns in eize, with some new type added to a lot that was 
ol. Jno. S&S. Gilmore was editor and proprietor, Febroary 26, 1884, he sold 
the Register to J. K. Morgan, who continua! on the same line. Morgan eon. 
Lrollwl it for about fifteen vears. with brief interruption, selling to J. P. Bell 
in 1899. After ronning the Register ahout a vear Bell retired and was follows 
ed by I. W. Badger, Mr. Morgan was postninster at Neodesha for four yours 
from June 1, 1898. He is now p Methodiat preacher in Labette oounty. 

After «1x years a second avowed Democratic paper—seven column falio— 
was born in Wilsen county, at Fredonia, September 7, S76, Its tithe was 
Fredonia Tribune, with BK, F. Rowen editer and publisher, Th danuary, 1878, 
it turned to Groeenhackism and Donglas Hite heenme a half owner in the estah- 
lishment. ‘The Tribone expired in February, 1879. and the printing outfit wre 
moved to Chanute, Hite has been living in Nansas City for a number of vears, 
Bowen drifted to the Northwest- 

December 18, 1879, CL EB, Stivers and «|. M, Kennedy issued the first 
number of the Fredonia Graphie, seven column folio. Tt was Republican in 
politics: suspended March 25, 1880, at Vel. 1, No. 15. 

Neodesha came noxt with a candidate for public favor in the Gazette, 
John H. and Frank W. Long heing ite editors and publishers. The Gazette 
started April 28, 1881 and its passing oceurred within a year. Lt avewed con- 
setvative Republican as its policy, The Long hove are printers m Cinein- 
nati, Ohio. 
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Nathan Powell, a Democratic veteran from Neosho Falls and Fall River, 
began ere the Fredonia Demoeral in May, 1882. Te ran it antil April, 
1546, leasing to H, L. Crittenden, who continued it in harmony with its 
name for abont two years. Others tried their printer hand and finally, in 1884), 
‘Thos. Sherk, who had been preaching in the Congregational choreh but ry 
nounced the faith, took charge and condneted the paper im 1890, After the 
November election he anddenly evarporated, leaving namerous unpaid debts, 
and the Democrat had Wreathed its last. Mr, Powell divd in Colorado and 
Crittenden soon after departing from Fredonia published a Republican paper 
at Joplin, Mo. 

The Tines was a paper started by a joint-stock company composed of 
prosperous and politically ambitions Citizens in 1883, with BE. FP. Grayson. a 
printer-grafter from the south tn charge, The Times claimed tu he Repabli- 
can. It was pretentions and conducted on high pressure ae to expense. Dn leas 
than thee months they “maayer.” who had horrowed money and inemrred on 
luposing array of store bills, myaterioualy disappeared and reltrowl net. The 
stovkholders were sued for type and on ether Labilitwe of the paper and had 
to pay Judgments for FOU to FSO. The paper waa kept going wotil early im 
1854, when Jolin TH. Seott bought it. The ‘Times suspended in the summer 
of Lass, ; 

W.R. Din brought a printing plant from Crookston, Minn, and started 
ihe Fredonia Chronicle; date of firet number, September 16, 1885: polities, 
tepublicun: size, eight column folin. tle was a very capable printer and an 
honest man, The Chronide suspended publication November L4, 1888, and 
the time of its puideineadvanes enhseribers filled ont by the Citiven. Mr, 
Donn died at bis carly home im Pennsylvania several years ago. 

The Buffalo Clipper wae a newspaper venture at Buffalo by R. A. Tric- 
hhool, J. 1 Hale and d. PB. Bell. The first number bore date of April 2, L8H; 
T-oolumn foho and Republican, J. H. Hale bought out lis partners the full 
of that voar, byt continued its publication only a fow monthe, Truehlood is 
now editer of the Yates Center Nowe 

W, H_ Jones, an old ond experionced printer who was born and reared ta 
New York City and there learned the trade, started the Express at Buifalo 
the firet weelr i March, 1888, Tn the campaign of that year he was induced 
to udyocate the interests of the Union Labor party. Jones wae » bright and 
piquant writer and had published papers before, The express cessed running 
in about a year and its publisher died soon afterward in Woodson county. 

The Bullalo Advocate began business in the spring of 1889, with Migsos 
Nannie Libby and Lizzie Hollis at the helm. The material of the defunct 
xpress was nsel, After some nionths Grant Keesling sucewwled thei and 
conductod it. and still Jater C, C. Wilnore joined him, In Mareh, 1891, 
Cowdery Brothers bought the Advocate and are still publishing it. Politically 
it svows indendence. 

The Benedict Echo, a six-column folio sheet, wade ifs appearance the 
week ending November 12, 1886, C. A. MeMullen, publisher, Tha picking 
was sour and Noyember § 1888, the Echo was heard for the last time. 
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Th the fall of tsh6 EL A. Armstrong, from Thayer, began putting out 
the Altoona Advocate, a sniall but very neat and newsy paper, in polities son- 
partisan. Lp was printed one pore et an impression on a large-siged job press, 
The Advocate stopped in November, LA87, and the office moved to Neodesha, 
Where Armstrong started the Independent, but it soon stispended and soine 
creditors were slightly bitton. Arnstrong, two or three years ago, was doing 
spacial writing for a teardiog Chive paper ane had gained considerable pres 
Live as wa correspondent. 

W. HH. Jones, postnuster at Altoona, and M. A, Tthea, from Woodson 
COMINIEY, hewn (hie publiqution af a seven colin paper called the Altoona 
Journal on Deownrbher 24, 1887. Jones ultimately retired and Rhea soeceeded 
hint as postmaster anil aeqiuired sele eontral of the paper. Some years aftec- 
warrl Rhow leased the Jonvnal to Wo. Uieks and the latter beeatae posi 
master at \btooma, Mr, Tick= died May 14, L890. His wile evontinuel the 
pobliotion of the Journal amd was appointed postinistress. Her name is novy 
Lizzie Thorn. 

The type and press of the defanet Fredonia Demoerat were-leased | 
menihers of the Partvers’ Allianee under the name of the Co-Operative News 
Association and @ paper vated the Allianee Herald launched on January 7, 
L801, with Parmer Jose Willams of Talleyrand township as editor, Ju a 
eolumn-and-a-half “intvodtelory address’ the bigh mission of the paper was 
elaborately outlined. Williains, on invitation of the stockholders, resigned the 
tripod within a year and J. M, Kennedy took charge. and it has sie been 
imnas a Populist and opposition paper, 

(in Mureh 1, 1891. Grant Shaw and Martin Phillipe established the Nee 
desha Sun, later chadged to Wilson County Sun. tt was Demoeratic, Ne 
vember 6, 1805, Ward L. Burke purelased the paper and turned its poliey is 
thal of an independent paper, Ayeil 16, 1sfd, C, 1, Cowdery, PL B. Cowrlety 
and G. W. Brichler bought the ofliee, Brichler withdrew from the firm two 
years thereafler, The Sun las been comdteted ae an iidependent paper. 
The Cowderys bought the Neodesha Daily Derrick in June, 1898, and printed 
# daily paper for four tionths, calling it Derrick al first and later Sun. The 
Buffalo Adyounte is printed in the Sun establishment, A paper called the 
Coyville Stur wae issued frou the Sun olfice for a time, also the New Albany 
X-Ray for over w vear, Chas. B. Cowdery is editor of the Sun, which is a 
six-cohiin quarto paper, 

The Neodesha Daily Derrick was run slightly over two yeare from Muay 
14, 1446, Robt, Akin editing it and Lissie CL Jones being a financial partner. 

The New Albany X-Ray was established Deeember 10, 1897, ly A. H- 
Peyton and iz till printed, he also being editor and owner. The X-Ray 4s 
independent in politics. About the same time Mr. Peyton started a sma!l 
monthly edueational publication, The Country Sehool Champion, which ap- 
pears regolarly. 

B. F. Carter began editing the Benediot Courier at Beneriet in the spring 
of 1900. Afterward John Knaus succeeded him. If was a seven-column folio. 
The Courier’s publication ceased about Anguat 1, 1902. 
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Development of Oil and Natural Gas. 
By J. KANSAS MORGAN. 


In the heginuing of Wilson eounty the pioneers only sought such riches 
t= tmivht he gained from the fertile sev) and the rearing of cattle, lorses and 
aller domestic animals. But in liter yours the adventurous speeulater, the 
un whe soneht for hidden resenrees, who believed there wae mineral wealth 
lo be fount leneath the surface, cae on the seene, Some sought lead and 
“jack” and others fapperl the Uinestone rocks with the geologists hammer 
swarching for, they knew not what Meanwhile there lowed far undernenth 
their feet an oily produet placed there duving ages mysterious, destined to 
nw future explorers with wealth iinmeasurable. This product was thst 
uncover! in Deoember, TR92. by Win, M. Mills, of Osawatomie, Kansas, on 4 
small plait of ground belonging to T. J. Norman, lying along the Verdigiis 
river amd adjeinmg the townsite of Neodesha on the cast, Gas hed been 
proviowAly discovered at Paola, Osawatomic, and in stall quantities at Cher- 
rvvnle 

In tho fallof T&S, Geo, WL Chase. a semicnute who bad been previously 
Miuploved asa teacher at the deaf and dumb asylum m Olathe, visited friends 
nf Noalesha. He had heen reared iy Ohio and Ponnsylvania and ws familiar 
with the gealagioal formation af the localitles in whieh oil and gas had been 
iewnvere! in those tates, THe claimed that the geological condition of this 
part of Naneas potted to Wilson county ae a Tkely location for the ail ay 
sas sands. He spent three mouths ty Neolesha cndeavering te imterest the 
citizens of that viemity in a selome to put down seme deep wells, he berg 
Whretly Withowt capital, Dut without sueeoss. 

luring the sunimer of P88 Wo M, Mills, who had developer the gas 
idostry at Osawalamic, arrived on the ground and secured a franchise from 
the Neadesha ety council for the pavileg@e of using the streets and alleye of 
the vrty for the laving of mains to supply its people with natural gas. He 
hravehy Inels and began operations abent the first of December on the site 
mentioned above, After working two weeke he stopped operations at that 
point and legan a well to a bend of fall river about one mile weet of the first 
location, Tle annonneed the findine of only a small flaw of gas in the tirst, 
well, not enough for Tile purpose. bn dannary, 1888, he completed the lise 
named well, ceased work and left the field, alter haying fixed the wells so 
that outsiders could fot tell what the results were. Mills returned in the 
latter part of March with John If, Galey, an old and experienced oil operator 
of Pennsylvania and Ohio. They soon began aetiye werk in the vieinity’ of 
Neodesha, seeuting leases for oil and gas privileges upon Jande of Wilson 
county in the name of Guffey, Gatley & Mills. James M, Guffey, the first 
named mermler of this firm. wae a successful and wealthy operator in the ay 
fields of Pennsylvania and Ohio. This trio of experienced men inetitutel 
operations with greal vigor, The anuouncement was made that hoth wells 
(drilled by Mr, Mills had penetrated n stratum of oi! sind yielding a goal 
grade of petroleam. Several crews were now employed «drilling wells and 
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Avene were put out in the counties of Wilson, Neosho, Allen, Bourbon, Wond- 
son, Montgomery and Elk zeeuring leases from land owners. ‘hese leases, 
in brief, cave the operators the privilege of drilling on the lind within ten 
yeare,o royalty of 25 cents per aere per annum to be paid if drilling was not 
hewun within two years: if oil was diseovered the land owner to receive one 
tenth of the ermle product stored in tanks: if gne was developed the lessor 
to reomive Free gas for domestic nee and $50 per auinom for each well utilized 
by the conmpary, 

In the latter part of 180 Mi. Malle withdrew from the fim and resamed 
his ocevpation at Osawatomie. The chief operators were now Gulfey & Caley, 
although speculators trom the oil fielle of the oust were arriving and enteriny 
upon the secuming of lenses, As about all there most promising terrilory had 
been leased, the latter were able to olitain only a temporary holding in thie 
vounly. ; 

The first gos well in Wilson county waz strack on J. J. Maag’s farm 
about three miles northwest of Neolesha, on Fall river, in Jane, 1893, Drill- 
ing proceeded slowly during that summer, onty fifteen wells bemg drilled, all 
near Neodesha, maul all but the two gas wells proving otl producers, Leasing 
contioved active and by the middle of 1894 Gulfey & Galey had secured priya 
leges on ubeut 700,000 neres of land in the counties previously named, In 
1895 they arected two largy eteel storage tanks with a capacity of 36, 000 bar- 
rele vavly at Neodoesha, in whieh to store the crude oil which had accumulated 
in dhe various receiving tanks al the wells. 

In the latter part of 1895 it beeame evident that the Standard Oil com- 
jouly wonld secure the developments und holdings of Guifey & Galey in Kansae, 
and on November 1, 1895. that organization, through its producing depart- 
ment knownas the Forest Ol company, took control of all that firm's mterests 
in this state. John H. Fertiv, from Pittsburg. Pa., beeoming the Kansas 
anperintendent. Up to this tine there had been stxty-cight wells drilled, all 
Within a radine of five miles of Neodesha, three being strong gas wells and the 
greater majority of the remainder producing oil in paying quantities, 

A. test was made of the oil in the early part of 1895, which proved it io 
be of excellent quality, having on asphalt base, with but little salphur and 
vielding readily to treatment, Th yields 30 per cent of white water refined oil 
of 150 degrees Hash lest, or 50 per cent of 110 degree flash test; 10 to 16 per 
went of lubricating oil; 12 to 15 per cent of naptha, and the remamder fuel oil. 

The average depth of an of) well in Wilson county is 850 feet. Lt requires 
from two to three weeks to complete a well, cost varying from $2,000 to $2500. 

During 1896, under Mr. Fertig’s management, field operations were ener- 
setically resumed, from ten to fifteen “erews” of men being constantly engaged 
in (rifling. Test wells were put down in the vicinity of Lafontaine, near 
Altoona, and eluse fo Benelict and Buffalo. One was drilled in Fredonia, four 
others in the vicinity of that city, and two each on the farms of Singleton 
brothers and Jno. 8 Gilmore on Sutton branch. A smal) oil and gas weil 
waa found on the farm of 8. §. Benedict north of Guilford, and two good 
wells on the Morse and Tourtellotte farms just cast of Guilford; also gus 
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wells on the Pranty and Cuoble farma east and north of Benediel. At Bulfalo 
a ool off well wis drilled on Mrs. George Whitaker's place. Since then tivre 
have beea twenty good oil wells and might good pas wells developed at Butfaln. 
‘Two more large storage tanks har been erected at Neorlesha and the Forest 
had about 250,000 or 300,000 harrels of ernde oj] in their tanks. 

January 1, L807.) AL Evans booame manager of the Forest Oil come 
pany + iitlervets im this state. ly Jime fellowing n first class oil refinery, hav- 
ing a dlaily capacity of 400 barrels of erode oil, was completed by the Stand- 
and Oil company at Neodesha, The capacity of this refinery was doubled 
during this year—102. Field operations during 1897 were very shght, )ut 
have sinde heen steady and continues, In the latter part of that year a pipe 
line was laid from the oil wells west of Thayer to the refinory. 

Jn 1901 ti. 5. Skelton ond B, BE. Ladow secured a franchise from the 
city of Fredonia and laid a pipe line from the gas fields eight nuls east and 
south ef that erty aml furnish the cownty seat with this most conveninnt 
Of all theta for domestic and manufacturing purposes. 

The eas sands in Wilson county ware found at a depth ranging from 
Hod to TLOO feet, the rock pressure yaryity from 540 to 100 pounds and the 
velume from 7,000,000 to 12,000,000 euble feel daily, The largest producing 
was Well is nine miles cast of Balfalo on the Newt. Smith favym, During 1002 
several jndependent companies live leised lands and done some drilling. 
Vromment among these are the Bullalo Valley OF and Gas Co., which has 
holdings near Bulfalo and has drilled two good gas wells and one oil producer ; 
the Relianee Oil and Gas Co. which is operating south of Buffalo; the Ver- 
digris Valley Oi and Gas Co,, whieh has extensive holdings along the Vorsd- 
orle in the derthern and northwestern portions of the county, and James 
O'Neill, who has large tracts of land leased in the territery northeast of 
Altoona, on Wlieh he is clrilliag,, 

li) L898 a pipe line was laid from the Benediet gae wells Into the city of 
Clitnte and town of Benedict, supplying both places with gas. In 1900 
Chanute pot in tts own plant and bonght out the Forest, the latter taking up 
its line bot continuing to furnish Benedict. The satuwe year O, A. Evans en- 
abled Buffalo's citizens to enjoy natiral gas in Lhetr homes and still supplies 
them. tn 101 W. . Hemme brought in a gas well near Altoona, and piping 
it to that town has afforded its people ample gas for their requirements “n 
heating and lighting. ‘Thus the five largest cities and towns in the county 
are usin gas and rejoieing in the advantage which is their portion, Scores 
of farmers living near the gas wells or hari by the pipe lnes are similarly 
favored and their nuinber is steadily increasing. From corn cobs and chunks 
of wood of log cabin days to natural gas regulated in flow like a clock for 
heating the modern farm honse, and gas for lighting the same in lieu of the 
tallow dip and flaming rag in a grease pan. are the most wonderful of the 
many signal and agreeable changes of which the carly settler has come to 
know nud share the henefits. 

The Prairie Oil and Gas Company. incorporated under the laws of Kan- 
eu, has purchased all the intereets of the Forest Oil company in this state, 


RON HISTORY OF WILSON COUNTY, KANSAS, 


fuking oossession danuary 1, 101, and continues the headquarters at Neo- 
desha with O, A. Evans as general manager. . 

That the future will withess such a development of the oil and gas 
resources Of Wilsen county as will make the progress in this direction up to 
the present appear i) comparison a mere beginning, is a belief which the sil- 
nution reasonably justifies, 


The Loyal Indian Refugees. 


In Janwary, TAG2. as 1 sad ancl distressiny effeel of the rebellion severnl 
thousand loyal Indians from the tndian Territory came inte Wilson county a 
refugees and wintered, The cause of their dlomy so and their heroie devotion 
to the Union is interesting listory amt well merits reeording here. In the 
since abe Tall of 1861 the Confederate authoritivs sent agents among the 
diferent teibes in the Territory to win them over to the Southern cause or to 
cereale strife to divide them on the rsuve of the war. Some half-breeds in four 
tribes—Chickasaw, Choctaw. Cherokew and Creek—owned claves and were 
inildenced accordingly: but generally the Indians of those tribes manifested no 
interest in slavery, The full-bloodl leaders were deeidedly disposed to a neatral 
attitude im the contest just begun, Conspicuous and determined among the 
leaders who resisted the proposition to organise the Indians to oppose the 
Federal government wae Hopovithlevolola, the venerable head ehief of the 
Crnvks, whose resolution, savacity, influence und conrage entitled lim to rank 
with the most renowned Dudian charneters in our annals. In the war of 
1815-14 he was mrraved with the beligerent element of the Creek tribe, oppo= 
od the United States forees in the battles in Alabama and Georgia; font 
duninst General Jackson at Horseshow Bend and with bis band still held out 
after thet crushing defeat, lwing amone the yorv last to submit to Aimerican 
arms. But heneeforth he wae as trne fo the government as he had previonsly 
bean hostile and aygressive. ln the Seminole war he jomed the United State= 
Lroops against that tribe. White men who knew Hopeithlivohola estinute his 
age in 1861 as cighty-five or ninety veurs, 

Eex-Chief D. N. MeTntosh and the Creek war chief, Chilly Melutosh, the 
former having been appointed a Confederate Colonel and the latter a lieutenant 
colonel, weot with the south amd took a third of the tribe that way. But the 
other two thirds adhered to their old chief, Hopoeithlevohola, wand were deat 
to the appeals of the Confederate commissioners, Thus, allinately, the Creek 
nation hecame divided inte two camps and waren the Unien element was con- 
corted, Hopoetthlevohola knew thal many of the Cherokees and Seminoles 
would join him in preference to the secessionists and commenced organizing 
hie warriors for the confliel. Of Indians and negrovs he felt sure of bringing 
inte the fied L200 or 1500 men. armed wilh rifles and shot guns, snd with this 
foree contd hold his own against the Confederate Indians, Col. D. H. Cooper, 
Confederate . commanding that department, failing to get the devoted old 
Crock loader to enter into w conference in the interest of the rebel side, decided 
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to attack him und force hin inte submission. With 1400 Texas ancl Uneian 
troops Cooper inoyed agninst the Creeks in battle and was repnleed with eon- 
siderable loss, near the Red Fork of the Arkunsas. Hopovithlevohola, realizing 
that he eoald not hold ont against the combined urmy of whites and Indias 
20ldiere retreated a short distance toward Kansas, “The advance of the Uyion 
army from Sprinyfield, Miesowrn, agaiust Generals MeCulloch and Prive in 
northern Arkanaase, compellad Cooper to tanporarily suspend operations 
aguinst the Inditne, who were preparing to resist further attacks. A few 
weeks later Coopar ceturned with upwards ef 1200 monnted men and on De- 
cembor th athuked Hopoeithevohola at ChystoPalasah, on Bird ereek. This 
fight, whiely last! four hours, consisted of charges and eounter-charges made 
in rapid succession, until the Confederates, having lost fifteen killed and thirty- 
cevien worrnded, abaiurlened the tield aid retreated te Fort Gilson for additional 
supplies and ammunition. The gritty chief of the Creeks fell back northwesterly, 
took a strong position on a (ribotary of the Verdipris, and awaited the next 
onslaught of the rehele. The third expedition against the loyal Rede, te 
subdue or drive fram the eountry the obstinate Hapocithlevohola, was lod thy 
Gen. Jains Melntesh in person, with reinforcements af Texas and Arkansas 
vavalry. (Molntosh, a Weet Pointer, was killed at ea Ridge March 7, 1862. 

With his superior force, both vurierieally and jn equipment and training, Me- 
Lnteel tinpetnously assailed fhe Tidians on & wooded biL but was repulsed. 
The latter jeld their ground with remarkable stubbornness, but were obliged 
to yield to a commned attack of their enemies and retreated, Melntosh re- 
porte) ” loss of forty-nine then killed and wounded, and the Confederates 
stated that 2450 Tndiane were killed, Thie battle, which was a pronouneed do- 
feat for the Union Ladians, is called Chustenahlah and ocenrred December 
4th. Hopoeithleyohola now set out for Kansas with all the warriors, women 
and children of his nation and those of auxiliary tribes, taking nlong sueh 
property ae could be collected after the reat, Tis retreat, one of the pathetic: 
events of Aqverivan history, is invested with a halo of heroism which evokes 
the winiration of every patriotic citizen, Were was a semi-savage people 
ienving their limes as exiles and voluntarily surrendering comfort and abun- 
dance int prefercnes to slaying and giving allegiance to a strange flag. Wiley 
Britton, « Kansas man, in a book entitled, “The Civil War on the Border,” 
says. “Hopomthleyohela in his retreat was joined by a large number of Chore 
kees ant Seminoles who syinpathized with him. Fate dealt hard with the old 
chit and his devoted followers, They weredriyenfrom their homes tn midwinter 
and foreed to face the pitiless storms und chilly blasts for many days before 
reaching the land of their friends aud deliverers, In the last battle many of 
them had lost moat of their live stock, property and personal effects, and their 
sufferings on the retreat through snow, slect, mud and ice, pursued by a re- 
lentless foe, were indeseribable. Many a braye warrior who, through fatigue 
or through efforts to take hie family along with a poor or almost broken-lown 
team, had fallen behind, was cut down by the ewift Texas cavalry or murdered 
by Standwatie’s Indians, who were unable to find the foe until he was on the 
retreat.” The weather was remarkable for its severity, and the sick and 
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fwchle, (lead and dying, were seattererd along their route for a hundred and 
fifty miles or more, 

Some of the relugees, bearing westward, reached seourity on the Walnut 
river, hut a great body of them, with Hopoeithleyehola, came into Wilson 
county, camped at Port Rew nil sought the Verdigris timber in that viemity 
for shelter, Indian Agent G. OC. Snow reports finding at Fort Row, February 
10, TKG2, one-half the Seminele tribe, tegether with nearly 6,000 Creeks, 
Cherokows, Delawares and others. After o short time bodies of the refugees 
continued nerthward to the Neosho river, But thase staying on the Vordigria, 
above ond below the mide fort constrmetod by the Wilken county pioneers, numn- 
hered about 2,000, Gen, David Hunter, commanding the military departinent, 
oxtemled relief, but to speedily supply these etarving people was well-nigi 
impossible Dy a letter te Commissioner MeDole, dated Port Row, Pebrnary 
18, W. G, Coffin, superintendent of Todian affairs for the southern superin- 
tenveney, reports “the destitubion, toisery and suffering among the Lidians 
boyend power of pen to portray” Seores had died and others were daily dying. 
He goossed thal from 1.200 (a 1,400 dead ponies were lying around in the 
cunips and in the river. ‘Two thoasand ponies were alive, but wany would 
nol survive Gl grass came, The Tndian agent for the Creeks, (eo. A. Crutler, 
visited them on the Verdigvis and repeater the terrible tale as to the refogees 
condition, saying; “T doabt much if history recalls an tastance of equal sul. 
fering. Anwnyst Lhe Creeks 1b was the most severe: they had lost everything 
not on their backs, Families who in (heir eomatry had been wealthy, who 
vomle lave eomnted their cate by Che thousands and ther horses by the him 
dreds, who owned large nambers of slaves ated baal lived in ease and comfort, 
were withowl even Lhe nevessitiee of lifes” Te reported the Creeks on the 
Vordigris as enumerating L500, A. Bb, Caniphbell. surgeon U.S. arniy, was 
sent lo Fort Row, whieh le stated tn los report to be on the Veedigris 25 or 30 
miles from Leroy and Borlington, Te confessed it “impossible to fally depier 
the wretehed condition of the Todians: they weve aluiset naked and the winter 
the severest for several years; nioy iby on the snow with only prairie prass 
under them.” Geo. Wo Collamore, who was mayor of Lawrenee the next vear 
aud lost his life when Quantrell sucked thal town, vistted the loyal hidiaas 
later. ufter muny of them had been moved to the Neosho river. In two inonths 
200 had died, upwards of 100 amputations of frosted Limbs liad been made. 
He saw a litth Creek boy eight years old, with both feet taken off. Under 
pieves oF Cloth, old qaills, aprone and landkerehiefs stretched upon sticks he 
fount in the last stages of consumption the daughter of Hopoeithleyohola, 
Collamore aseertained the refagees in Kansas as aggregating 7,700, divided 
as follows: Croeks, 5.000; Seminoles, LOOW: Chickasawe, 140: Quapaws, 310; 
eheos, 444: Reechies. 83, Delawnves, 197+ Louies, 17s Caddoes, 3; Wichitas, 
5; Cherokess, 240, and about 60 negroes who elaimed their Creedom becmse 
their muaelors were seovsh, “There were still others scattered on the Fall, Cov 
jouwved and Walnut rivers, 

Hoporithevohola and his warriors were anxious to be armed and aided to 
fight their way back home, Going to Port Leavenwerth the chiet addressed 
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a letter to President Linealn, assuring Lim of the loyalty of his followers, their 
wish to enlist in the army, and appealing for the organization of an expedition 
to invade the Indian Territory, Te beveed that Gen, Lane (Jaimes [1,) com- 
mind such expedition, saying of hie peuple: “They will follow him wherever 
he dirwets; they will sweep the rebels before them like a terrible fire on the dey 
praise” The foithful and jnteepid ceteran chief never returned to the peo- 
ple he had inepired with loyalty, led against the rebels in the shoele of battle 
a) hueved up in spirits in their sacrificial return to Kansas. thréagh the 
atorms of war and of Boreas. He died at Fort Leavenwarth but his warrior- 
followers were true and from among them, with the addition of 300 Osages, 
two regiments of Coton home guards were reernited and armed. These regi- 
ments Were principally officered by Kansas soldiere and with Kansas troops 
Were soon ynarehed to the Indian Territory, their families remnining behind 
and bene provided for ly the governnwirt. Later a Uhird Tndian regiment 
wis organized in Iansas wad the Territory, 

There aren lew persons yok living on Wilson eounty who were here who 
the tribes of destitute amd fumishing refugee Todime were camped aroand Fort 
Row aad on the Verdigris river in what is now Verdipris vis Webstur town 
slaps. They were located through the timber. These whites recall thab it wae it 
whiter season of extreme rigor, the ground being frozen in the woods. For 
years the bones of ponies were widely strewn and the akeletous of [ndidne 
whiterwe the hillsides and law scattered im the forest glides. But few of the 
hundreds of Indians that died were more than partially buried. "Their grays 
were shallow, owing to the congealed condition of the exrth and the lack of 
utensils Jor excavating. Years after the land was opene! te settlement 
and theeclaine were converted into farms, the ghastly relies of these exiles 
Trom the south were found in prostrate allow Lrees. the bodies of several hein 
interred ina single trunle er low, the opening thereto bem closed by the in- 
eertion Of a large plug or stump of wood, These were the impressive and 
wournhil evidenws af the cloomy sojourn in Wilken county in 1862 of several 
thonswad aen., women and children of a buffeted wud inferior race, who had 
demonstrated the possession of the inatities of fidelity, fortitude and self- 
sacrifice in a derree which deserves the Unstinted praise and grateful appro- 
hation of the more wivilized people whose wards they were. 


Old and Young Soldiers. 


As wus shown in the chapler covering the period of the Civil war, a large 
proportion. probably a considerable majority, of the men who had settled in the 
territury now comprising Wilson county prior to the admiasion of the stats 
into the Union (January 29, 1801), enlisted in the Union army at the begin- 
ving of the war or before it closed. The original settler-solciers returned wo 
the Verdigris and Fall rivers npon the cessatlon of the bloady conflict. Tol- 
lowing peace, welcome to the wholy country, thousands m the older states 
turned their steps Kansasward., The flow of new-romers was moderate [oe 
lwo or three years, bot by 1869 (he linmigration beeame asa mighty tide. The 
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opening of the Osage reservation to settlement attracted thousands from uthoy 
slites to eouthern Kunets, while from the older counties of eastern Kansas the 
pioneer of Territorial days sought by scores and laimdreds newer Womes in the 
virgin valleys and wnecarred prairnes of Wilson county, One of the most 
notable and distinet features in the character of this incoming population was 
the proportion of ex-Unlon soldiers—the yeltermue who for four years hail 
bravely followed the flag through the storm of battle, gullawthy faced death 
on @ hundred battlefields of caruage and sayed the nation by their influxible 
devotion and inestimable snerifiees. No doubt the admirable record Kanene 
made during the rebellign and the heroie part it had borne in the border wav- 
fare of 1854-8 appealed to the imagination and patriotie sentiment of thw 
resolute men. no loryer soldiers but modest cities and typical Americans, 
who came from every state vaet aml north te east their lots and aasist in 
building up a splendid commonwealth in the heart of the continent, In proot 
of the yreat number of ex-soldiers of the Uiion tm Wilson county (and they 
Wwery as nuiivrons, approximately, in other portions of Kansas)’ a list of ther 
was secured. acranged and printed m the “Wilson county Crtiven” of July 
20, 1883. eighteen years after the rehwllion closml, and it meluded 812 mames. 
It is probable that this roster wae not entirely conmplete; it would be strange 
if a few persons should not be overlooked or not be krfown ae entitled to en- 
rollment ws ex-soldiers, The name, compuny and regiment of each one was 
vivon and the clussification by states was a8 follows: Tllinois, 176; Indiana, 
L728; Kansas, 1b: Ohio. Sh: Missouri, 77; Lowa, 52: Wisconsin, 21; Kentucky, 
20; New York, 17; West Virginia. 13: Pennsylvania, 12; United States, 12; 
Michigan, 5; Tenneseee, G6: Vermont, |; Marviland, 4; New Jersey, 3; Arkan- 
ais, 3: North Carolina, 8; New Hampshire, 2; Minnesotu, 1; Mississippi, 1; 
Maine. 1; Massachusetts, 1; Califormia, 1; Colerade. 1; Comnectiewt, 1; as- 
tellanvons, 5; Total, BLY. 

Among the most imfluenttal, enterprising and active of Wilson eounty’s 
ciizens in all matters of material progrese and public Guportance from 1865 
to the present time have been the ex-saldiers. They have exerted a power 
vastly ont of proportion to their number Always standing for luw and order, 
exemplifying teyalty, toleration and charity, they have strengthened good 
government, promoted Cruternity and bettered the character of society and 
mitizenahip. Politically, the ole soldiers have heen a pre-eminent factor in 
connty and state polities. In many Republican conventions of Wilson county, 
for fully tweuty years, uw majority of the delegates were old soldiers; their 
counsele have governed and their judgment and wisdom shaped party policy. 
The annual reenrrence of Memorial day ie more generally and thoroughly 
observed in all our towns and communities than even the natal day of tu 
nation, and on these odeasions of unpressive reverence do the people testify 
by act and veice the honor and grateful appreciation imbuing them for thos, 
living and dead, whose valor and services, preserved and glorified the Union. 

Phil Harvey Post, No. 98, Grand Army of the Republic, was organized 
in 1882 with fifty-one charter members. [t was named in honor of Phil Harvey, 
of Company D, 40th Indiana volunteer infantry, killed at the battle of Kene- 
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aiw Mountain, Georgia, Tune 27, 1864. First officers of the post John 'T’. 
Cox. commander: M. W. Murray, 8. V. C.: J. W. Paulen, J. V. Go: 0. 0. 
Beasley, quartermaster; T, L. Craig, surgeon; M. 'T. Cantrell, chaplain; Orval 
Jeffers, O, G.: W. T. Butcher, adjutant, 

Hhionphrey Post. No. 145, wae organived in 1882 with thirty-six charter 
momhers Tt was named inv honor of Colonel Hunyphrey, commander of the 
H5th Minois infantry, killed in battle at Guntown, Mississippi, Jume 10, 1804. 
Among the tirat officers were Thos. Blakeslee, commander; EB. P. Moulton ani 
Hichard M. Jones, senior and junior viet commanders, and J. M. Reek, officer 
of the day. The present membership is thirty-eight. 

New Albany Post, No. 179, was organized in 882. The following were 
charter members: Jos. Chamberlain, 8. Penwell, D. L. Chamberlain, Robt. 
Maxwell, Rolt. Mooney, FP, M, Wheeler, L. R. Haskill, [. 1, Adamson, M. 4. 
Buavtlow, G. W. Stewart, J. D. Gardner, J. N. Bradshaw, .), G. Johnsen. G. Th. 
Tilith, A. Malone, S. 1. Rudelitfe, dO. Sinith. 

Buffalo Post, No, 297. G. AJ RL. was organize) in June, LS8é, with Geo, 
Jewett, commander: M. C. Cowdery. quartermaster and Alfred Cooper, ad- 
jugumt, Charter surrendered in 1900, when D. (Leary was conmmunder, A, 
Jathiesem, quartermaster: (. i Blickwood, adjutant 

Atlantu Post, No. #70, G. A. Tt, orgniaed about 1884-5. The poat lilt 
a Trae hall; now meete at Rest. The charter was destroved and efforts to 
Olin wi formation us to the first officers ar other facte have not been rewarded, 

dH. MM. Corse Past, No. 378, G. AL 1, was organized at Lafoutaine Jane 
17, 1863. Lt wae named for General dahn M. Corse, the hero of Alatoona Pass, 
Georgia. John BR. Rowe wae the first commander and Brent (. Zachary the 
fivet md jutant. 

A post of the GAL 1. was areanized at Altoona in the 80's and flourished 
lov several veark, bot whe its first officers were the writer hak been mnable ta 
find out, 

The ald soldiers hegan holding reunions in 1882 er 1883. On October 
3. doand Sof the litter year, ato reunion leld on Fall river at Neodesha under 
the auspices of Tnmphrey poet, the Firet regiment of Wilaon county veterans 
wae organized by the election of the following officers; Colonel, B. W. Ladd: 
Lieutenant Colonel, GH. Anthony; Major, J. M. Keck; Quartermaster, Sam’l, 
Baughman: Surgeon, Dr. Thos Blakeslee, The regiment keeps up its orgam- 
zation and takes charge of all the annual county reunions of the veterans. 

When congress declared war againet Spam April 24, LNB, and on thw 
sane ate resident MéWinley issued his proclamation calling for 125,000 
yolinteers for Temiediate service, the martial spirit of Wilson eounty wae 
profoundly aroused, But the quota of Kansas nnder that call was too emall 
1o afford opportunity for mony to entist. Not one vould be taken where a half 
dowen were eager to eo, and the chance to enlist was resarded a favor or stroke 
af good fortune. Sone were enthueiastiy to march away to battle for the flay 
onder which their fathers had fought thirty-seven years before. The largest 
contingent of Wilson county yoluntecrs in a single organization numbered 
twenty-five, and twentw-two were mustered into Company G, 20th Kansas it, 
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Tantry. commanded by the gallant Colonel Fred Fouston, on May 15. 1892, 
October 27 and November f the regiment sailed from San Franciseo for service 
in the Philippines, weriying at Manila December Ist and 6th, During this war 
with Spain ne regiment, vither volunteer or regular, won wider fume for 
heroism, hard dnd continaed fighting and suceessfol service. [te courage was 
applanded and brilliant deeds heralded with pride thronvhonk the land. ‘The 
Twentieth landed at San Francisep on its retarn October 10, 1899. after a 
years alsencve, and its trip from California to Kansas was a (rinimphal journey. 
every erty and town on the route wildly greeting and heaping honors on the 
homecoming heroes, Reunehing 'Topekn November 2, the regiment reeeived an 
ovation Whieh, to all wittessing if was the overt of a lifetime. ‘hero were 
WOO) state visitors in dhe Nansae capital on that ovcasion. The (ay followin 
nearly all the Wilson county boys im Company G came home to Fralooia and 
other towns, On November 8thoa formal reception to all Wilson eounty 
s0ldiers of the Spanish-American war wags viven in Fredonia, Thiet wag the 
most memorable celebration in Uhe history of the country. The soldiers were 
Weleomed and vheered, praisml and feted, by 5.000 of their admiring and 
exultant friends sid Lellow-citiaene, 

Company G’s eaptain wae D. 5. Mholt, whe died by a Filipino bullet. 
Howard Scott then bveame captain. Wo. A. MeTaggart, second lieutenant. 
was Icillod in action. Twa evleliurs from Wilken county, Orlin I. Birlew and 
Alva L. Dix, were killed in battle Few regiments in the war sustained 
cnsnaltives equal to thoee of the 20th Nanees, and Company G's loaae= wore 
heavy, Following are the twenty-five honored naines of those enlisting from 
Wilson county in the Twentieth, with the letter of their comnpany and post- 
office address Orlin L. Birlew, Company G, Fredonia (killed ak Guiguinto, 
Manel: 29. 1890); Charles FR. Back. G. Fredonia: Alwa L. Dix. G. Altuana 
(Iilled at Goiyuinto, Mareh 2), 180%); James Fitzmorris, G, Fredonia: John 
S. Foreum, G, Coyyille: Geo. A. Guess, G. New Albany; James K. Higgins, 
G. New Albany; Alex Tt. Hunt. G, Fredonia; Willis EK. Lovett, G, Neodesha; 
Frank EK. Long, G, Fredonia; Abram W. Long, G, Rest; Wesley lL Martthews, 
G, Fredonia (wowed at Tuliajan river, March 25, L89); Chae. A. Me- 
Donald, G. Fredooin; Oliver FE. Patten, GQ, Wredonia: C. A. Parker, G, Rest; 
Sherman Rudrow, RE, New Albany; Marion Smith, G, Fredonia; Joseph N. 
Spillman, H, Bulfalo; Geo. W. Stephens, G, Coyville; Bruce EK, Stryker. G, 
Fredonia; Jacob TL. Stryker, G, Fredonia; Fred Start, C, New Albany; 
Joseph D. Timmons, G, Fredowia; Fred Tl. Taylor, G, Fredenins Wallace W. 
White, G, Coyyille. 

In addition to those in the 20th, an equal number enlisted in the 21a 
and 22nd Kansae and in the regular and VU. 8. voluntenr regiments, but the 
names of only eighteen have been obtained, as follows: ‘Twenty-first Kansas— 
C. W. Trembly, Company C, Buffalo; Henry EF. Miller, K, Neodesha; Gen. 
F. Jewell, B, Neodesha; H. H. Green, F. Reet. Twenty-second Kansas— 
Dennis J, Sheedy, H, Fredonia; W. J. Gadberry, BE. Coyville, Arthur D. Oren- 
dorff, H, Benedict; A, I. Decker, H, Lafontaine; Andrew Hudson, H. Fre- 
dunia; Merlin Hudson, H, Fredonia. Eighteenth U. 8. infantry—Will Voll- 
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mor, Fredonia (woumled at Santiago). Fortieth U, 8. volunteers, Company 
E—James Smith, Fredonia; John P. Lenehan, Buxton; Edward Olinger, La- 
fonlaine, ‘Twenty-third U. 8. infantry—John f. Heath, Fredonia, Thirty- 
ninth U, S. yolunteers—Joseph L. Blackwood, H, Bulfalo, Third Missouri— 
Dick Varwell, Benedict. First Texas—Byron Kirkpatrick, Vredonia. 

Wilson county's part in the war which ended Spanish tyranny and ib- 
fidence in the Western world, gave freedom to Cuba and permanently planted 
eat and stripes in Porto Rieo and the Philippine islands, wae worthy an 
erceditable. 


Postoffices and Postmasters. 


ALTOONA—Estublished April 11, 1870. John N. D. Brown, April LL, 
L870: George W, Davis, December 14, 1870; James M. Bigger, April 13, 1871; 
S. J. Crowe, September 3. 1872; A. A. Friedman, October 10, 1873; T. F.C. 
Dodd, Mareh 10, 2875; A. M. MeLachlen, October 19, 1876; R. N. Richard- 
son, March 20, 1878; M. EB. Richardson, April 12, 1881; C. A. Boling, January 
lO, i884; Marvelton Moore, June 5, 1886; William H. Jones, December 10, 
Iss?: M. A. Rhea, Auyust 15, 1888; George B. Sipe, June 30, 1894; William 
J, Hicks, Deeember 2, 1896; Lizzie Hicks, May 31, 1899; Lizzie Thorn, Feb- 
roary 25, 102, 


BARRITI’S Hi LL—Hstablished April 16, 1867. Riehwond Barritt, 
April 16, 1867; discontinued August 145, 1870. 


GUILFORD—Kstablished July 25, 1868. Andrew Akin, July 23, 1868; 
W. K. Morse, May 9, 1870: Carlos Akin, July 12, 1871; discontinaed Octobor 
2, 1871. Reestublished Deeenber 1. 1871: Carlos G. Akin, Deeember 1, 
1871; Chas. M, Akin, April 18, 1872; ‘I’. L. Craig, April 12, 1876; C. A. 
Sprague, August 10, 1880. Name changed to Benedict. Re-established as 
Guilford February 28, 1888 W. C. Reynolds, February 29, 1888; BE. TP. 
Young, October 18, 1894. Discontinued September 19, 1895. Re-established 
April 17, 1896. C. P. Hutchinson, April 17, 1896; D. C. Lugeanbeal, Fane 16, 
1598; John H. Kiniry, April 8, 1902. 


REN EDICT—Rstablished August 17, 1886. C. A. Sprague, August 17, 
1846; C, A, MeMullen, April 15, 1889; Byron C. Wilson, Mareh 13, 1890; 
John Knaus, Noyember 9, 187. 


BROOK S—EHatabliahed October 14, 1880. 5, H. Black, October 14, 1880; 
5. B. Howland, November 1, 1881; Sophronia Howland, June 19, 1892: M. A. 
Brooks, November 21, 1882; Irving Brown, August 27, 1884; H. C. Downey, 
January 7, 1888; C. A. Willanis, September 19, 1888; H. C. Downey, October 
11, 1888, Oxley Johnson, April 24, 1889; Irving Brown, April 30, 1890, 
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BUF FALO—Kstablished September fi, L867. Chester Gould, September 
#, 1807: Frank M. Young, January 25, 1870; A, A. Estlin, Mareh 20, 1871; 
t 1. Allen, March 2, 1874; William B. Whittaker, October 5, 1881; Orin 
Leake, May 11, 1883 : Joseph TL Gunby, December 7, 1883; 0, P. Neff, Auguat 
6, 1887; C. EB. Morse, September 7, 1887; 0. P. Neff, February 28, 1888 ; AG 
Marshman, May 17, 1889; QO, P. Neff, June 19, 1893; John J. Lay, June 11, 
1897; George R. Blackwood, June 28, 1901. 


JURETT—Hetablished April 5, 1871. H, HW. Garner, April 4 5, 1871; D. 

(!, Holmes, December 12, 1872; William 'T. Buteher, February 7 , 1873; Blisha 

Chesnut, Novernber 15, 1SS1: D. A. Conger, October 27, 1882: ‘Henry Kysor, 

pevieriias . 1884: M. A. Donean, December 6, 1886. Name changed bo 
uxton 


BUNTON—Established May 16, 1887. M. A, Duncan, May 16, L887; 
Blisha Chesnut, April 11, 1888; A. F. Sharp, May % 1889, 


CLARK E—Established September 20, 186%. Alexander Doll. Septem- 
her 20, 1868; Ezra Averill, April 20. 1870; discontinued September 29, 1871. 


COY Erme FE RT oe May 2, 1866. Osear Coy, May 2, 1866; Wim, 
Bramhall, December 14, 1874; Alton Blackman, May 23, 1881; F. M. Rohert- 
son. Marcel 4. 1883; Jas. &. Glatincien September 2, 1885; Jourdon EF. Clai- 
horn, Oetober 26, 1884: FL M. Robertson, May 10, 1889: R. B. Wetmore, 
June 5, 1893: J. 8S. Claiborne, August 20, 1895: F. M. Robertson, November 
2, LBV. 


DILDINK—Hstablished September 12, 1882. F. 4. Cooper, September 
12, 1892; discontinued December 20, 1900, 


DUN—Established November 24, 1879. RR. B. MeGuhey, November 24, 
sv; J. M. Beek, October 5, 1881; 8, J. Glenn, August 20, 1883: Edgar 
Stevens, September 24, 1883; 8. J, Hess, April 4, 1884; John G, Adel, Oc- 
tober 22, 1885; John J. Bowen, October 6, 1891; Chas. S. Adell, September 
7. 184. 


KFREDONTA—Kstablished August 26, 1868. J. J. Stoffie, August 26, 
1865; Melvin Miekel, October 25, 1869; W. L. Martin, November 8, 1872; 
Alexander Hunt, Mareh 6, 1878; Johu S. Gilmore, January 26, 1880; M. T. 
Cantrell, December 20, 1584; 8. “we Hess, August 3, 1885: Wm, D. Christman, 
July 18, ag Tsaae Hudson, September 28, 1893: J. G. Beasley, Oetober 8. 

1897: L. V. Fulgbuin, April 24, 1902, 


LAFON TAIN E—Established March 14, 1879. J. 'T. Swinney, March 
14, 1879; J. D. Bobbitt, July 19, 1880; M. C. Swinney, March 31, 1886; J. T. 
Swinney, February 12, 1887: Wm. A. "Butcher, April 12, 1889: , 8. Taylor, 
March 13, 1894; Grant Keesling, January 15, 1898; Wm. A. Butcher, January 
10, 1902. 
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MIDDLETOW N—LEstablished June 11, 1873. Solomon Stout, June 11, 
1875; Harrison Bleyins, June 2, 1876: F. 8. Sellers, October 1, 1877; Jaeubd 
Millison, September 12, 1879; Joseph Williamson, Mareh 22, 1881; Robert 
Puckett, May 2, 1892; Emma Puekett, April 6, 1901, Geo. P. Steele, April 
15, 1902. 


MOUND SPRINGS—Established September 5, 1870, Wm, A, Hall, 
September 5, 18ST; O. G. Campbell, December 1, 1871; KB, 8. Taylor, January 
31, 1872; discontinued ,JItune 7, 1872. 


NEODESHA—Katablished June 14. 1870. Alex. KK. Phelon, June 13, 
Is70; O. H. FP. Sheffer, March 31, 1A71: EB, KK. Parris, June 10, 1873; Wm. 
VY. Cramer, July 10, 1877; L. W. Lee, December -, 1885: John H. Gray, -Jan- 
nury 30, 1890; John B. Lale, Mareh 18, 1894; James K. Morgan, June 2, 1898 + 
Frank E. Shoemaker, June 5, 1102, 


NEW ALBAN Y—Hstablished May 2, 1866, Wan. Hall, May 2, 1866; 
Marquis G, Troup, August 14. 1871; Robert Mooney, June 5, 1872; Spencer 
Beaumont, December 31, 1878: Charles Springle, October 7, 1880; Robert 
Murr, January 3, 1881, Speneer Beaumont, May 2, 1884; Richard B. Hogue, 
December 17, 1884; F. M. Bushy, May 1, 1886; A. M. Johnson, December 3, 
18849; F, M. Wheeler, Mareh 1, 1592; Tosa Kinbrell, Jone 19, 1896; FL M. 
Wheeler, July 16, 1897. 


NEWARK—Eetablished December §, 1870, Byron B. Viets, December 
8, 1870: discontinued June 13, 1871. Re-established, Ogden Cheg, Oetober 
11, 1882; cliseontinued August 10, IS%L. 


REST—EKetablished July Ls, 1877. Lorenzo T. Perry, July 18, 1877; 
D, G. Swan, November 29, 1580; Jobo T. Pennington, April 14, 1881: Delilah 
N. Templeman, February 2, 1882; 8. A. Bareus, Webruary 10, 1886; E. F, 





Maxwell, October 11, 1888: Logan L. Hughes, June 9, 1896: A. A, Rowan, 
Auguat 15, 1900, 
GREYSTONE—KEstablished November 18, 1867. Wm. Mayes, November 


18, 1867; Toomas Melntosh, May %, 1870; W. P. Clark, November 3, 1571; 
Paris D. Polson, July 3, 1883; Omer P. Nett, November 2, 1885; name chang- 
ml to Sidell, 


S{DELL—established March 19, L887, Emery D. Silvernail, March 19, 
1887; Samuel A. Barcus, December 12, 1888; name changed to Roper. 


ROPER—Established February 10, 1891. Samuel A. Barcus, February 
10, 1891; Wm. G. Campbell, March 6, 1894; Robert F. Irvin, November 21, 
1804; Thomas D. Hampson, December 20, 1900; James C. Hampson, Feb- 
riary 7, 1902, 


; STELLA—RBstablished February 16, 1898. Esther Irwin, February 15, 
1898; discontinued November 28, L900. 
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VERDI—Establishod February 5, 1868, 1. K, Parris, february 5, 1868; 
A, M. Bean, March 20, 1871: Henrieltw C. Rose, December 28, 1874; Joseph 
Argo, Doeoimber 6, 1875; discontinued February 7, 1876, 


BURDGVILLE—Established) Mareh 31, 1882. Henry Burdge, Marci 
d1, 1882; Robert Allison, April 2, 1886; Henry Burdge, November 19, 1886; 
lame changed to Vilas, 


V1ILAS—Established Marel: 18, 2588. Samuel 8. Miles, March 13, 1858; 
Casper P. Swank, January 4, 1895: George Wi. Carroll, April 15, 1901, Selim 
Keeler, Jone 16, 190%. 


WARD—Wetablished April 245, 1872. WWiram D. Ward, April 25, 1872: 
Joel Griffin, April 26, 1876; Wm. Sharpe, Deewnber 15, 1879; George M- 
Dewey, March 9, 1881: J. WL Roberts, April 15, 1880; Teaiah Row, January 
20.181; John (2 Thern, April 22, 1892: James Bell, September 28, 1894; 
Mitehell A. Moore, April 25, 1901; diseontinned July 20, 1901, 


WILSON CREEK—Wstablished Septeinber 24, 1879, 6B, TW. Blackburn, 
Seprember 24, -L879; discoutined December 21, TA8h. 


FREDONIA. 


Conter township, in whieh Fredonia is located, was created by order of the 
board of county Cobnissioners August 3, 1868. on petition of “KE. Hadden and 
58 others,” and Was Yxl2 tolles. extending south to the county line, The first 
elain seekers on what is now the territory of Center appeared in 1864 and 
were Jas, M, Dodson, Jol Baker, Jim Baker wid Win, Berry, who took claims 
on the north side of Fall viver near the west line of the township. It cannot 
lv ustablished that they then nade actual settlement. James A. Ross toolk a 
claim on the “island” in the summer of 1864, reared a log house and had hay 
eul, Sam’l Chie took a elann on the north bauk of Fall river in 1864, The 
next year quite a dumber took claims and put up eabins. T. C. Craig, D. P. 
Nicholas, Jasper Sharp, Pearl S. Sharp, Matthias Troxel, Horace Cartright, 
Elisha Hadden. John Llewelling and others took claims or settled in 1865, Ly 
1866, the land now bemg surveved. newcomers were sO numerous that no one 
not especially interested in keeping tab and retaining names could reeall wo 
quarter of them fifteen years afterward. ‘That year closed with practically 
all of the strictly bottom land from below the Oxbow bend of Fall river to the 
west line of the township ecenpied, while in 1867 only upland 160s remained 
uninken. In March, 1868, Dr. J. J. Barrett, from Kureka, procured native 
himber at-lackson & Hickex*s saw mill and put up the first building on what is 
now the townsite of Fredonin. The identical spot was the sontlwest corner 
of the public square on the groand now occupied by the Coleman two-story 
etone building. Albert Troxel opened out in the room a stock of groceries, 
In April & meeting of settlers was held on Fall river in the Campbell neigh- 
horhood and a company formed for starting a town af the site of Barrett’s 
boiling. Justus Fellows was chosen president and J. J. Barrett secretary of 
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ihe fawn oompany, Other members ur stockholders of the company were W. 
H. Williamson, J. BL Broadwell, Elisha Hadden, Geo, F, Jackson, W. 'T. Bar- 
rett, John T. Heath, Jobn EB. King, Albert 'lroxel, D. P. Nichols and possility 
others, A name was adopted for the proposed town and steps taken to secure 
a courthouse, which was soon ereehal. Chas. &. MeCoon put ap the third 
(aml!) lnilding, calling ita hotel. ane thereafter two nieve were raised, mal- 
ing five byildings iy all and coumpleting the iuprovemenuts for that year. Tragel 
retired Crony mercantile life and was saceeewled in business in the Barrett roow 
Jone Ll by Chas, HW. Mariner, who enjoyed a brisk trade, During the summer 
the county suirveyor, A. EL Perry, laid off the townsite. (Pleat be all weo con- 
tributed to aalking the lots GOx1L70 feet!) ‘Cwin Mounds, » half mile motth- 
west, had failed to sevore a postollice becanee there wie alveady one bearii¢ 
fhe omiue Twin Mownd in Douglas county. The friends of Fredonia quietly 
sent to Washington a petition for a postofice, which waz granted and Fre- 
(onin gaven an official existenes, This ended Twin Mounds. J. J. Stofile was 
the first poriinaster, hie appointment dating from August 26, 1868, Chas, 3, 
MeCoon. for and in behalf of the Lown company, entered Lhe quarter section 
Of land otubracmye the townsite at the Hiumboldt land office September 16, 1869, 
Sew Yenr’s day, 1870, aaw about thirty buildings of oll kinds in the town. 
That yoar the population of the eounty doutled by iinmigration and namerons 
hew houses rose on every pruiriegrase-covered elreet of the county ewat, while 
the population incroumed to five or six hondred. The growth continued through 
187) and on May % following incorporation as ua eity of the third-clasa, the 
first cily election was held, Jd4 vetes hang polled. T. J. Hudson was eleetud 
muvor wail John Tharmert, A. Johnaon, W. W. Sholes, CL Christ and Rohert 
Morgan councilmen. September $th the Wilson county hank was incorporated 
aud forthwith began business, with -lose, 7 Till as president, Milton Short 
ae necretury and Joshua Till ae cashier. Monday morning, Mebruary 12, 1872, 
4 fi auenrred on the west side of the square that wae disastrous to the young 
ciiv. Nine business houses were destroyed. entailing a lose of about $30,000, 
In Dewembor, 872, BR. M. Foster & Ce. began the banking business and 
$5,000 in bonds were yoted by the city to aid im establishing a flouring mill. 
The hondls were never issued. A bridge esting $6,650 in bonds of Center 
townshipy was completed wevoss Fall river due south of Fredonia in June, 1875. 
A special consns in 1875 gawe the city o population of 6138, ehowing a lose of 
probably 35 per cent. fram the maximum. Foster & Co.'s hank failed Novem- 
her 138, J877% The Frisco railroad reached the Twin Mounds November 25, 
1879, By the U.S. census of 1880 the population was 923, proving » lecidet 
inerease, The meht of January 20-21, 1880, seven Lraine store buildings on 
the suuth side of the square, cast from the center of the block, were burued 
‘Hlown: loss estimated al $4,000, Mound achool, the Waleen aounty bank, Twin 
Mound ball and two ov three other substantial buildings were erewted this 
year. November 3, just before midnight, a fire destroyed three frame one- 
story stores with partial stocks of goods on the west side of the square sonth 
of Butin’s drug elore: lose #7000 10 $5,000. The Fredonia Ciky Mille of 
Messrs, Buhl. started up in February, 1885. May 4 the Gold Dust hotel for- 
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tally opened and August 10th the Fredonia bank, now the state hank of Frs- 
donia, with $25,000 paid ‘np capital, began business. Two 80-foot two-story 
brick stores and the Musonie hall 3-story building were erected this season oo 
the south side of the square, Bonds were voled by Center township this year 
to every railroad project that sought them. ‘The morning of May 4, 1886, 
eleven frame store buildings on the west side of the square, most of them with 
considerable portions of their stocks. went up in flame and smoke, the total 
logs umountine to $13,500, The same season the walls of ten new two-story 
hrick store buildings 100) feet m depth were reared oyer the ashes 





LINCOLN SCHOOL, FREDONIA, KANSAS. 


of the conflagration and enmbined a magnificent solid block. The 
year 1886 witnessed = expenditures for improvements in Fredonia 
exceeding $150,000, In addition te the above block = the 
courthouse was built (though not completed), the Missouri Pacific and 
Santa Fe railroad vonstructed and various business houses and residences 
erected, July 10, 1886, every building on the north side of the square (ten 
frame and one stone) except the Commercial hotel and sample room, was 
burned to the ground, the loss being about $12,000, On the lots burned over 
were built nine of the ten two-story brick buildings now standing on that sids 
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of the sytare, tn 1887, The sine year the Fredonia water works system was 
constructed, an eleehie light plant installed, a franchise eranted for a street 
railway, thy two-story brick on South Sixth street built, and three two-story 
and five one-story briek rooms put on Madison street just mst of the square; 
ilso Lincoln school building of a cost in bonds of $8,000, The Commercial 
hotel, formerly the National and lilt in 1269, was burned Deoenler 12, 1888. 
Hideon opera house was ercetod in 1888 and formally opened March 8, 1889, 
The State bank of Fredonia building was constructed in 1888-9. Sunday 
wight, Pebruary 17, 1889, the three fine two-stery hrick store lmildings on 
Macliton streot wore wholly destroyed by five and Cl King, a nine-veareld 
hoy, burned te death, The total property loss was nearly $30,000. July 25, 
IS8!, the Center township bridge across Mall river was carried away by a flood, 
An wight ineh ram bad fallen the night of the 25rd, A new bridge was built on 
almitments several feet higher than the old ones before the year closed, A re 
fection from the boom of 1885-8 boyau in 188f and continued for several years, 
many losing thetr all from the extreme and protracted depression, A canning 
factory Wis started in 1890 and the linseed oil mill pul op in 1891. The 
Friseo-Santa Fe railroad depot was burned in November, 1897, and the pres- 
oot bmiek one soon after reared on the site. A. Otto's flouring mill on Fall 
river burned June 12, 1898, Mr. Otto's electric mill in the city was built and 
operated in 1900, The Hull telephone syetem began business in February, 
1900. ‘Two years later it was purchnsed by a home co-operntive company, Five 
thousnid dollurs cily gus bonds were yoted in May, 1900, and five test wells 
put dowr at a eost-of about $1.000 ouch. ‘The natural gas system was put in 
gid the gas tarnel on Deeemiber, 1901, In June, 1902, the present brick 
Plank was estublished and began practical operations, and I.E, Lyster rebuilt 
aul peeathy enlarged the Fredonia Linseed Oil mill. 


Churches. 


In April, 1870, a Methodist class was organized in Fredonia with a mem- 
bership of fourteen. James H. Noss was the firat pastor, In 1872 a frame 
church Inniding was erected, during the pastorate of Will Bristow, and the 
hoard of trustees were Wiley Campbell, J, Ti, King. Alex. Butt, W. H. ‘Throne 
and T. 0, Hucdaon. Lt wae dedicated by 1. 'T. Rhodes, assisted by Bernard Kelly 
aml Allen Buckner. The present brick edifice, orected in 1899-1900 during 
the pastorate of H. W. Chaffoe, cost with the site $7,000. Lt was dedicated 
June 24, 1900, by Wishop Henry W. Warren, 

In the winter of 1870-1 or the spring of 1871 the first Congregational 
church of Fredonia was organized with thirteen members by Rev, G, A. Bees 
with, of Neodesha. Services were held in different, buildings wnt) o frame 
church was erected and on December 10, 1871, dedicated. [ wae the first 
regular house of worship reared in Fredonia, L. TH. Platt and J. G. Merrill, 
the latter superintendent of home missions, were members of the council af 
recognition and Mr. Merrill delivered the dedicatory sermon, The hour of 
services was announced by the ringing of the first charch hell in Wilson county. 
First pastor, C, A, Richardson. Active and devoted members of the church 
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wore W. W. Sholes, deacon for twenty-lwo yearé; Alex Hunt, W. A. Pelfer and 
P.W. Bahl. [n 1882 a parsonage was completed ata cost of $600, In August, 
1888, the handsome new brick church was dedicated, It cost abowt $4,000, 

The third churoh was the Christian, organized in the summer of 1871, 
Among the charter mombers were Milton Short, Sr.. and wife, Milton Short, 
Jr. und wile, Mre. J. L. Ware and J. PL. Wilhorte and wife: records lost and 
names of Others not known. Miret puster, Milton Short, Sr.: first elders, R. 
A. Mead and M, Short, Jr, The present stone choreh building was erected in 
1872-3, dedicated by Knowles Shaw. assisted by Daniel Tranghber and A, M, 
Wilson, May 25 of the rattler year, and cost $3,000, [ht will seat 300, 

The Ciwinberland Presbyterians had an organization near Fredonia in the 
carly “70s and Revs. D, Traughber and A. M. Wilson were preachers. In 1886-7 
they built a frame chareh 32096 feet in tewn at the eorner of Madison and 
Twellth streets, It cost $2,000 and was dedicated June 12, 1887, In che 
epring of 1801 the organivatinon gave wp its identity andl united with the 
Presbyterian choreh. 

The First Presbyterian chureh of Fredonia came into existenee November 
26, 1880. Rey. T. Hill, evnodical missionary of Kansas and Revs. S. D. Markis 
ind Sidney Allen, were commissioned to effeet organization. Wi, Potter and 
G. W. Farmer were elected elders and T. D. Cantrall deacon. There were 
twelve members al the shart. Services were held in various places until 1894, 
when, wider the union with the Cumberland Presbyterians, the latter's church 
building was moved to the corner of Madison and Ninth streets, and has 
since been used for dhurch purposes. Rov. M. C. Long, the former C. P. paster, 
was ordained as pustor of the Piret Presbyterian church in July, 1844. Other 
pastors have been Sidney Allen, J, 8. MeClung, RK. B. Herron, 2, W, Beeson, 
M. 1}. Smith, Paul Heiligman and J. 1. Hughes, the last named since L897, 
A parsonage was built in 1807 at a cost of $1,000. Present membership, 38; 
ne indebtedness. Elders, James Crooks, C. R. Cantrall and R. 5S. Spencers 
deacons, M. T. Cantrell, J. M. Hollis and A. D. Crooks. 

The Baptists organized and pot up a frame ehureh about 1884 but heean- 
ing reduced in numbers and financially involved loat thetr building along after 
L390 and liave sinee held services only at mtervals- 

The German Baptists, Brethren, or Donkards, haye had an organization m 
the vicinity of Fredonia for about thirty years. About 1886 they erected a 
frame church of Liberal dimensions in town, corner of Eleventh and Monroe 
streets. Bldev Goo. W. Studebaker has been pastor of and sturdy leader in the 
church for many years, Lt has a etreng membership. 

Fredonia class, United Brethren in Christ, was organized in August, 1800, 
by the pastor, &. OC, Lyman, assisted by H, D. Tatman, evangelist. The next 
pastor was Hf, B. Smith, who began building a house of worship, the same Ine 
ing dedicated wa 21, 1901, by Wm. Dillon, D. D,, of Huntington, Ind, 
There are now fifty-four names on the class roll, 


Jt 
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Fraternal Orders. 


Constellation lodge, No, 95, A. PL & A, M., wae organized July 20, 1870, 
with twelve charter members. he charter offivers were C. KR. Corliss, W. M.; 
W. H. Winner, 8. Wo; W. TE. H. MeDowell, J. W.; Wm. Wooley, treasurer; 
Win. Spencer, seeretary; J. W. Dante. S. D.:L. Q. Hobbs, J. D.; Chas, Bhame, 
Tyler. Its present Masonic hall, completed in 1885, contains lodge rooms 
eoaroely surpassed in the stale. Kilwinning chapter, No. 44, Re M. A., was 
organized Jon. 27, 1880, and Kilwinning council No. 8, M. BE. M.. was or- 
ganized Jone 8, 1882. The O. FE oS. was formed later. Abd-el-KRader eoin- 
mandery, No. 27, Knights Templar, was installed Jnly 12, 1887, with tweoty- 
hoe charter members; now has a membership of i. 

Fredonia Lodge, No. 75,1. 0. O. F., was installed June 24, 1871. The 
lirst offivers were J, L. Rnesell, N. Go: MW. Murray, V. G.; 8. A. Hamburger, 
sverctary; John T. Meuth, treasurer. Two years later its charter was surren- 
dervd, and in Devemlay, 1876, the lodge was reinatituted. Wilson Encampment 
No, 30, 1, O. O. FL. was organized March 9, 1880, with eleven members, A. 
P. Riddle and 5. O. MeDowell were instituting officers. A Rebekah degree 
lulve ia an TO. O. F. anxiliary. . 

Twit Mound lodge, No. 67, Knights of Pythias, was organiza September 
22, 1882, with twenty-nine charter members and thy following offieers: A. 
W. Carter. P. C.; ©. J. Butin, CL C.: J.C. Tuttle, V. C.; J. HL Viiet, M. EL; 
A. Butuhart, K. TL 8.: W. B. Hess, M, F.; H. B. Harding, M. A. Wilson 
wounty division of the Cniform Rank and the Dramatic order Knights of 
Khorasean are other branches of the order. 

Charity Lodge, Knights of Honor, a fraternal insurance order, was or- 
ganizi] Novernber 10, 1879, but a few years later the order was overwhelmed 
om accoint of the yellow fever epidemic in the southern states. 

The Nquitable Aid Union came into extstence February 17, 1851, with a 
membership of twenty-six, It lasted ten or twelve years. 

Other fraternal insurance orders in Fredonia are the Ancient Order wf 
Unitel Workmen with a membership exceeding 180; Modern Woodmen of 
America, membership about 120; Knights and Ladies of Security, 40 mem- 
here; Ainerican Annuity Association, |Y members. 


NEODESHA. 


July 5, 1869, the county commissioners on petition of R. 8. Fnthey and 
others created the township of Neodesha, It was made six miles in with and 
extended from the east line of the county sixteen miles westward, the south 
houndary of the eouuty being ite southern limit. A special election for choos- 
ing the first township officers was held July 20, 186%. As to the first settlers: 
A man named Baker and his two sons took claims across Fall river opposite 
the prosent site of Dun, Baker putting wp a cabin in 1865; in February, 1806, 
J. L. Kirkpatrick built a cabin on what is now the Nathan Hall farm, bur 
the Indians soon burned it, Kirkpatrick returned in the fall, rebuilt and 
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rooved ib with his family. Wm. Bantley creeted a eabin below Kirkpatrick’: 
the spring of 1806, bat did wot seltle permanently — til! 
fall. During thet season N. PL Bentley, Joe Bentley,  &. 
J. Craven, Wm. White Chas. Gof, A. Duff Thoe  RKhorles 
hid Jonuthan Giletrap each laid foundations along Fall river, some of them 
raising cabins, Others also took claims. On the Verdigris the same year H, 
Dejouirnette, Jerry Itidenour, John Morgin, R. F. Hampton, Dayid Bertsch, 
Chris Kemmerer, Branson Briles, Kd. Broad and others took claima, most of 
them locating af once, while John Smith (“sexee”) settled on Chetopa ercels, 
The fall of 1866 men named Connor and Morrison settled at the junction 
of Verdigris and Fall rivers, In December EK. . Parris and A. Tucker opened 
a stack of goods on Fall river juet west of the present townsite of Neodeshn 
aid eontinued in business, selling chiefly to the Indians, until April, 
G7. ‘This territory was. in the Osage diminished reserve and had not been 
oped to settlement, All whites were trespassers. About all the first-elu-- 
‘aims were faken mm 1807 ond many cabins put up. lo Oeraher of that vear 
Mien MeCartney and Alex, K. Phelon, from Neosho Falls, Kansas, built 1 
lorge-siwor! hewed lng house near the base of Little Bear mwonnd and established 
0 trading post. Their place soon became known as “Neodesha,” the nare be- 
ing a corruption of Osage and meaning the meeting of waters, The junetion 
had long been a popular rendesyous for the Little Osage tribe or division 
—wrtiewarly ip stunmey thine—and the villages of various bands were in the 
vicinity, The fall of 1868 TS. Puthev and Jol B. Keys, from Colfax, ap- 
peaved of the scene and selected’ for aq townsite the growed where Neodesha 
city now stands, giving $500 for the claim, Tess than a month before the 
Claim had been exchanged for a pany werth probably LO. Claime all round 
the proposed townsite at onee tose po Vvaliic from cohparatively pothing to 
lndreds of dollars Subsequently MeCarmey and Pheton joined Puther 
did Keys in the town starting enterprise. naming it Neodesha after the trad- 
Hi post. and forming themselves into a town company, July 12 and 14, 1a8th, 
thie lowsile Was sutveyed. In November Futhey and Keys started a sair 
inill and shingle mill and next hogan erinding corm, The frame of the first 
building on the townsite was mised the day before Christmas, 180, fer Me- 
Cartney & Phelon, who-soon nioved thereto their stock of goods at the trading 
post and opened the first store in Neodesha, Hubbell Brothers, elegant bysi- 
ness house oveupies the ground on which that original store stood, The erection 
of other buildings followed, qatelly developing inte a rush only limited by the 
inability to procure lomber, The town company gave lots to all whe would 
build and during 1870 Neadesha booed, speedily outstripping almost every 
town on the bite Osage reservation. Christmas day of that year, just twelye 
months after the rearing of the first house, saw about 200 boildings io the 
town, Afte of which were stores and shope and the remainder residences anid 
dwellings. Dugald Stewart, the pioneer groceryman, now retired, called Tis 
store “The Seotchman’s.” and his advertisements im the local papers can- 
tained quotations from Koberf Burns. Four-horse Conenrd coaches had hn 
vou ranning to Neodesha from Thayer, the terminus of the l., L. & G_ rail- 
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foul the winter of 1870-1, The building spirit did not relax wotil the summer 
wf (S871, On Marreh Ist of that year wn enumeration made by Wi. Do Huntley 
showed 1,048 puople and 215 houses in the town Im March, 18791, incor- 
poration sa ety of the third class wae effeeted and on April 4 the first city 
officers were Ulected me followe: Mayor, Alex, K. Phelom, Police Judge, HE. LD. 
Huntley; Councilmen, T. Blakeslee, Joe. S. Gilmore, W. A. Hampton, 8. Le 
MeQnuiston and C. W. Derry, Number of votes patled, 167. The postotiice 
was established June 14, 1870, ALK. Thelon postmaster, In the winter of 
IS7U-1 J. AL Motlonry taught the firet school, Puthey & Keys’ fowring will 
Was amnipleted the spring of IRTL; the Neodesha house, built by B. FY Renp 
i IST0, was open! January 1, IST1, by Bulkley & Hodges: “Neodesha” 
Derry, w girl, wae hom Marel 5, 1870. the fiest born in the town: firat couple 
named in Neodecha township, J. U, Keys and Miss Belle John, October 10, 
INT. The hank of 2, Hodgus & Co, was opened in May, LS71, and Saturday 
evening, Anguet ath, the banker went to supper leaving the safe unloeked and 
i biek window epen, and when he returned the cash assets of the concern, 
B00, were minus and the tostitution went bust: nary a clue. That fall A, 
K. I'helon, as mayer, entered the townsite at the U.S. land office, Humbelder 
for avd in behalf of the Gown company wud lot holders. La December the U- 
S. Land office was tneved fron Humbolilt, via Independence, to Neodesha ans 
forthwith opened for bustness in the upper story of (he store building naw 
owned and vecumed by Pierve Bros, but wae closed March 18, 1872, ans! 
moved to Tadependence. The Neodesha Bank, with J. V. Pleree as president, 
H. H. Potter a= vice-president and H, H,. Henderson as cashier, opened abour 
January 15, IS72. Anpush 4, $12.000 in city hall bonds were voted and the 
building was cveeted by Gibson & Dougherty within five or siy months  Sep- 
tember 16, 1871, $10,000 bonds were voted to erect a eehool house wid Mareh 
5, 1872, $5,000 additional was voted. June 24, $12.000 township bridge bends 
were yoled, and July 1. $2,000 city bonds proposition to raise money to pay 
county aval litigation carried; two bridges built that year. The ‘town 
experienced hard times trom 1872 till 1879 and nade an cliborate showing In 
the delinquent tax and redemption lists, April 1, 1873, the Neodesha bank 
was organized us thw Neodesha Savings bank and Wm. LG became cashier 
Te has zinve continuously filled that position—almost thirty years. About 
Novemlur 1, 1879, the St. Lawie & Sun Francisco railroad was completed to 
the town and for » bonus of $5,000 Trom citizens the company made Neodesha 
a division point. This was a stroke of good fortune that could not he ever- 
volued anh meant a more melodious and gratifying grade of bell symphony 
than had ever been furnished by Rip Van Winkle Tannahill, The U. 5. census 
of 1880 wave the city a population of 924, From this time forward the growth 
was steady and substantial and numerous brick business buildings and hand- 
some residences were eroctad., Condon & Carpenter opened a hank im 1885 with 
u pail-in capital pf 815,000; same incorporated in 1895 as the Bank of Neo- 
desha with paid-up eapital of $25,000, (, M, Condon being president and A, M, 
Sharp cashier . Tt ic impossible for the writer to obtain dates and details in 
conneotion with tha construction of principal buildings and the making if im- 
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portant inprovements, public and private. The Missouri Pacific railroad was 
vornpleted to the town in 1886. The development of oil and gas in Neodeshw 
and vicinity after 1892, the establishment of on oil refinery and the momen- 
tous industrial results following the valuable discoveries are duly specities 
and appropriately described in another chapter. This foreshadowed a great 
ern for Neodesha and pledged fruition of the highest expectations of its most 
pAnguine citizens in ineresase of population, bread expansion of business, nove 
an! solider buildings. larger Aad hetter hotels, lnsiness houses, smelters shriek 
an ice plants, mills, mannfoctorics and shops. Ter industrial enterprises 
ani rapid growth in wealth, though already notable, constitute but an augury 
al what 1 destmed to be realiged within a few short years, The gas field | 
soon to none, while in oll Neudesha is the Beaumont of the north, The lattes 
part af 1894 the Neodesha Gas Co,, composed of local capitalists, secured a 
lranehise from the city to supply ite inhabitants with natural gas for domestic 
purposes, the company oakineg a contract with Gailey & Caley to furnish gas 
for heating and liehting at the city limits. The plant was installed, gas tienes 
on in December of thit vear and tine profile were the portion of Uhe sloek- 
holders, Tn the spring of 1898, after a bitter struggle, the eity voled bonds. 
hodeht the gas company’s plant, ind = a munieipality began supplying it. 
Citizens at rates Little above actonl cost. This has proven a pronounced sue- 
bess. ‘The ert also pul in w waler works system. Kiddow. Black & Co,.- 
splendid flowring mill and about $6.000 worth of wheat and flour buened up 
February 25, 2807: lose about 821,000, Augnist 27, sume year, lle Priseo 
depot aml tee house, win! Houston house, ao grain eleywtor, the Kate Stewart 
Yesidence and other baildings were destroyed by tire, a high wind prevailing, 
(he total loss amounting lo R22.000. Jn 1902 the Lanyon smelter was lovnterd 
ind started and $14.000 twnds voted for the toiling of & aww selool hone 
ievomding to Uie most modern plans. Neodlesha’s eontinnedl progress f= a 
vertainty. 


Churches. 


The first elass of the Mothodist chureh in Neodlesta township wae or- 
ganized in Aune, LSG7, at the log eabin of Branson Briles hy J. L. Rirkpatrial 
aml G. W. Hatler. with a membership 6f nine. This waa known as Verdi cir- 
cuit. Kirkpatrick preached the first sermon in the township January 11, 1867, 
af the cahin of uw Mr. Connor on the weet side of the Verdigria river immediale- 
ty below the mouth of Pull river. Rey. Sheldon Parker, in charge of Verdi 
circuit, delivered the firet sermon on the Neodesha townsite in the winter of 
1869-70. In 1870 lols were seeured at the southeast corner of Main ane 
Seventh atreets and a box house bix22 feet built for a parsonage, bem 
overtpied by Sheldow Parker, the first pastor. The spring of 1871 Verdi, Fall 
river and Neodesha classes were formally united, ander authority of Presiding 
Nider P, T. Rhodes, ae Neodesha cireuit, with J. Ti. Ross preseher in charee, 
In 1874 the brick ehurch at the corner of Main and Wighth streets was erected 
and 73 still in good condition and nosed. Then the larvest and costliest church 
edifiee in the county, if was dedicated by Bishop Bowman, of St. Louis, Auy- 
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ust 24. A number of able and distinguished Kansas ministers have been pas- 
iors of the Neodesha M. KE. church. 

The First Presbyterian chureh of Neodesha was organized February 12, 
1871, in Neodesha’s first frame school house, by Rev. S. D. Lougheed, of 
Neosho Presbytery. Eleven members were received by letter and one on pro- 
fession of faith. Wallace MeWilliams and W. A. Ross were elected ruling 





CHURCHES OF NEODESHA, 


elders and R. B. MeGahey and Berthier Lohr deacons. The pastors in their 
order have been S. D, Lougheed, J. H. Meteer, 8. N. D, Martin, W. B, Truax, 
J. S. MeClung, Sidney Allen, J. S. McClung, M. D. Smith, W. M. Howell, 
B. Vunter. A neat and substantial frame church was crected in 1885 and 
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devticated May 0, 1880, by Kove. C,H. MeCreery and John Elliott, A hand- 
some eight-room manse of brick yeneer walls, adjacent lo the church, was eonm- 
pleted in D907, 

The Congregationalists built the first ehareh in Neodesha, a neat 2yt4 
foot Trame on north Fourth street, in 1872, while Rev. Geo. A. Beckwith, 9 
ele ee citizen and ‘faithful and very worthy minister, was pastor, 

lis health declined and the charch did not long Aourish. The organization 
waased years ago. 

The Christian church was organized in 1877 by C. A. Hedrick, with fifty 
mombers, [0 1881 a frante church building 32x40 feet was erected at a enst 
of $2,500, No pastor was present. The Baptists have a seciety and a good 
size Maine ehureh in the north part of the city, The Catholics organized a 
og over twenty years ago and have a chureh building in the southwest part 
of the vity, 


Fraternal Orders. 


Harmony lodge, No. H4, A, PL & AL ML. first inet under dispensation of 
the grand lodge July 30, 1870, the officers appointed being Wm. Cowgill, W. 
M.; J. N. Halstead, S. W.; A. K. Phelon, J. Wo Charter mumbers: Win, H. 
Anderson, Win, Cowgill, A, WK. Phelon, J. C. Witham, J. N. Halstead, G. W. 
Hatler, ©. W. Tony, 8. L. MeQuistion, Robt. Barr, Wm. Viekers, W. A. Hamip- 
tou, Heory Cramer, A. A. Stewart, Samuel Walker, J. W. Sutherland, D. FP. 
Wade, A. L. Seott. The ledge has a prosperous and snecessful career: now 
has 124 members in wood standing, owns the hall in which it meets and has nv 
considerable umount of valuable seerrities. Orient Chapter, No. 72, R.A. M. 
firet met August L1, LA&S. Appointmenta: J. M. Keck, H. P.; W. 1. Pieres, 
king; W. It Wakefield, seribe, The first meeting under the charter was held 
February LY), 1880; present inembership about sixty. Neodesha Chapter, No. 
28, 0. B.S, organized Oetoher 17, L882. with twenty-five members. 

Newlesha lodge, No. 72. 1 O, O. Fy organized Mareh 14, 1871, The 
sharter members and officers were O. HP. Shetfer, N. G.; Robt. Hays, V. G.3 
Wm. Nicholson, BR. S8.; BR. OC. Spaulding, P. 8.3 J. W. Dunean, treasurer; John 
5. Ilays. According to tht minutes Jno. S. Gilmore was the first momber 
initiated, April 7, 1871. The lodge owns an elegantly furnished lodge room 
and has about sixty members. A Rebekah degree lodge was organized im 
September, 1803. | 

Little Bear lodge, No. 74, Knights of Pythias, was instituted Mareh 6, 
1883, with sixteen charter members and the following officers were installed : 
G. R. Lemon, C. C.; Robt. Hays, V.C.; 1. A. Mitehell, M. of E.; C. Heistand, 
K. R. §.; d. KR. Young, M. F.; W. 1. Pieree, M. Av; RM. Jones, T. G.; E.R. 
Kehrman, O. G.: Theo. Johnson is the only charter member still a member. 
Present membership atxty. 

The A. O. U. W. organized a lodge April 10, 1882, with twenty-seven 
members. A number of other fraternal insurance orders, including several 
distinctly embracing railroad men, have organizations in Neodesha. 
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Verdigris Township and Coyville. 


Tho first white settlers in what is now Wilkon gounty located in Verdivris 
township in 1857. There is question as to which particular one or ones were 
actually earliest on the wround. GG. Jo Caven, Wm. ML Caven and Henry H. 
Opdyke were given credit for this hanoer in a previons historical sketeh, Apri 
28, 1897, being stated as the evavt date of their locating. They prodeerlor 
forthwith to raise cabins on the Verdigris olove the site of Coyville, The sane 
epring N. B. Pigg settled and Gaston Reeves and son Max also took claims 
then but did not settle anti fall, though beeaking some eod that sammer. 
Juhn Koss took o claim on Ross branch the same spring or sioner and mady 
settlemont that setson. Joeoh Miller and W. W. Wolverton made claims that 
sununer and moved on thom in the fall, as hd Rey. Wallace, a Presbyterian 
ininister, ain Frank S. Sellers, the latter’s claim being at the mourh of Big 
Sandy orewk, 7. B, Sweet settled two miles below Sellers in December, 1857. 
(Sweet is said to have taught the first school tn the commty in 1859.) John 
Vorenian took a clarm in 1858, as also did James and Wm. Ross, Thos. Syl- 
vester and M, H. Spragne. Anderson Jones look the claim on whieh Cayville 
is Incated Carly in L848, but afterward relinquished it in faver of his son-in- 
law, James Ross. Ella Reeves, daughter of Gaston Reeyes, born in the fall of 
1857, was the first white child born in the eounty. Rey. Wallace preached nt 
the house of M, LL. Spragae the spring of 1858. the first service of the Kind on 
the county. "The first marriage in the county united Abijah Tlanpton and Miss 
Cooper, 1 the spring of 85% The settlers now began to po farther down the 
Verdigris on both sides, L850 wilnessed the settling of Jolin Shalfer, Wineder 
P. Craig, Lawrence Clincemith, Wor Michaels, Warren Greathouse, Ned Wil- 
littis, Duniel Bean, Javob and William Shoop, and many others took claims, 
all settling beloy Coyyille. Doubtless some came in 1857-8 whe are hot men- 
lint! above, "The influy of 1850 caused the settling on or claiming of the 
Wolk of the chotee land tn this vieinity. Albert Hagen, a Polish Jew, opened 
a staal stur, the first tn the county, wear the site of Coayville, in 1859, his 
principal customers being Osage Indians. "T. B. Woodard organised the first 
M. KB. ehureh in the county at the house of Rachel Conner, FL 8. Sellers and 
one of the Cavens put op» blacksmith shop tn 1460 or 1861, and John Hap- 
eock is said to have brought the frst mowing machine toto the county in 1861, 
Tn 1804 Osear Coy and T. P. Steele lanwht out Magen, It was ealled Coy & 
Steele's store but afterward became Covville. May 2, 1866, a postolfice was 
extublished with O. Coy ne postmaster. In August, 1865, RS, Muthey, from 
Taroy, located a saw mill a mile below Coyville. the first one in the county, 
and turned oul lurge quantities Of native lomber, Ln Deeomber he began 
erinding corn ond by the fall of 1866 was eneeessfully malting four. About 
(or 8 honaes, including two stores, bluckemith shop, wagon shop and doctor's 
office rose arovnd Puthey'’s mill and the place was ealled Colfax, It declined 
after 1868, Jotham Weve, an influential, intelligent and resolute man, was 
shot and killed by John Willinms, near Colfax, in 1867, over claim and other 
differences. The Colfax zrist mill was tnoved to Coyville by Oscar Coy, or Coy, 
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Crtig & Stison, The wight of Nevenher 1%, 1885, while owned hy Harsh- 
bergur © Laiderbaugh, it was deatreyed by fire, the total loss being estimaten 
Hl S300) to FLO,000. Coyville lodge, No. 57, A, FP. & A. M., was chartered 
October 16. 1867, heing the first Masonic lodge in the county, and the first 
uffivers were Win. H. Morgan, W. Ms Jolin R. Row, S. W.; Geo. M. Cope, J. 
W. Wildey lodge, No. 47 17. 0, O. FP. was instituted: Jane 8, 1868, with the 
following charter members: TL J, Tudson, Tlenry Bentley, FL 5S. Sellers, 
Hobt. Mare, W. AL Roby. The hight of institution Melvin Mickel and Joho 
Hancock were initiated ae members; present membership, 48. Ut is the oldest 
Old Fellows organisation in the county. Elder C.J. Wright organixed the 
Christian ehureh about 1872, The M. . ehureh at Covville and a Christian 
Union chureh were built in 1884. The Verdigris river ridge was erected 
in L8id at a cost of $7,500 in township bonds: went down with 14 or 15 head 
af cattle about I887, was repaired ata eost of $1,215, but is now condemned, 
though still used. The Santa Fe railroad was complteed to Covville in 1880. 


Clifton Township and Buffalo. 


When Chiten township, in which Buffale is situated, was created cannot 
he ascertained, Ith was known as Bulfalo township or yoting preciuet im- 
miehiately after the organization of the coanty. The second district settle- 
ment m the county was made on Buffalo ereek, David Johnson and David 
Vomter took claims and built cabine on the creek in the fall ef 1857, but soon 
dhandone! them, The spring of 1858 John Circle settled at the forke of Iast 
am! West Buffalo creeks, Peter Welch and sons, James William and Nathan, 
settled in 1858, and Geo, Gould aud Philip Tedrick soon tollowed. Le Vf, 
Wondrull located on the brane which takes his name the fall of thal vear, 
Within the next two years Wom. Carr, Wm. Mayes, Sanvl. Combest, Jacoh and 
Willitm Shoop, Uiram Neal. Henry Pearmain, John Mndsley, Andrew Sharp 
nud wihers settled, inost of them taking claims on Hast or West Buffalo, Mayvs 
seltlod on the Verdigris. The tirst election in Clifton township was held at 
the log cabin abode of Henry Pearmuin, and Pearmain was ihe first notary 
public appointed in Lhe county. The first wedding in the township was that of 
Nathan Quisenberry and Miss Margaret Welch, in 1860, and the first white 
vhild born was John Thomas Weleh, August 19.1849. The first school house 
in the township was built of logs, by sabseription, in 1860, on the Verdigris, 
near Maryes ford. aod the first sehoul district organized in the county in- 
cludes Bulfalo and is No. 1. The first sernion was preached by Windsor Craig 
at the residence of John Mndeley on Bullalo creek. Bulfalo town may be said 
to have had ite beginning with the establishing of the postoflice September &, 
1867. with Chester Gould as postmaster. The first store was started at Bulfalo 
by Young Bros. in the fall of 1869, the second by Alen & Van Meter and a 
third one at Greystone by Geo, Grebe, The firet hotel in Bulfalo was built and 
opened by John Van Meter in 1870, In January, 1872, the Buffalo Agricul- 
tural society was organized, with Capt. G@. W. Ashby as president. A picnic 
and fair was held September 7. on which date a great wind storm arose, James 
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Wiley, i S70, kept a station two miles southwest of Bulfalo af. which the 
Hombolht-Fredonia stage etopped at noon. tn 1886 the Missouri Paewle rail- 
rotd reachud the town, and under the impulse of new and vigorous life it be- 
van growing and has eines been sulistantially advancing. Today there is not a 
brighter, more enterprising andl prosperous little city in Kansaz. Its business 
Hien are energetic, the poople singnlarly intelligent and the farmers are com- 
lortably fixed and donee. The Clifton hank was organiam! in 1R87 and 
reorganized in January, 1899, a4 the State bank of Buffalo, with J, H. Gunhy 
president and do F. Gonby cashier, During the 760’s preachers of the Metho- 
dist denomination held regular services in Clifton township and all attempts 
it organization failed until 1856, when Rey, A, A. ILorner successfully accom- 
plished this end, In L88s-, when Rey. M. D, Stout was pastor, a Methodist 
eburch was built tn Bulfalo aid dediegted by Bernanl Kelly, P. EL, in 188d, 
ly 1897 @ hew and vammodious parsonage was completed. A Methodist clase 
was organixed wt Banner selioo) house by oJ, H. Ross as early as 1870. Mr. and 
Mrs, Jobie A, Magill who were original members are still cobunimucants, aod 
& development of this class ig a frame chureh boilding at Roper dedicated in 
186 by 8. 8S. Martin, PB. oJ. Re Blaekborn is the present pastor of the 
Methodist churches at Buffalo and Roper. The Friends, or Quakers, made a 
buginning in Bualfalu the winter of 1888-4, C. C. Wilmore was the first ex- 
ponent of this persuasion to deliver a scrmen in the town, A socieby was forme 
wth in the spring of 1884 and regulur service held in the old school house. Tn 
June, 1885, the Friends openeil a new frame edifice 28x40 Tewt as a house of 
worship, which building, the night of March 19, 1887, was wholly deseroyed 
hy the explosion of a package of giant powder placed tmside, the dinbolies! 
duced bving done in resentinent. of the efforts of members of thu chareh to sup- 
press snuubling and drinking in the community. January 15, 1888, a larger 
und beter church, 30450 leet wae dedicated free of debt un the situ of the one 
duetroyad, Wao. B. Whitaker, deceased. was a trusted leader minong the 
Friends and C, C, Wilmore is still their pastor, Buffalo was incorporated as 
w ity of the third (lass October G, LSYH: firet eleehon was held Oetober 24 
and 42 votes were east, the following officers being chosen; Mayor, BK, B. 
Johnson: Councilmen, W. L. Ward, J. S. Blankenbeker, RB. I. Jones, A. A. 
MeCann, G. WK. Bidean; Polio Pudge, A. Jamieson; Clerk, (, M. Callarinan; 
Treasurer, J. L. Dryden; Street Commissioner, 0. P. No Tacker camp, No. 
1149, M. W. AL, organized October 1, 1889 with eightwn charter member; 
present members ninety-four: Frank Powell is V. C, and J. EB, Brown clerk. 
A lodge of the 1, O, O. F, was inetituted January 27, 1893, with eight charter 
members; present membership thirty-two. Buffalo lodge, No J4d, Knight« 
of Mhythias was instituted May 17, 1887, starting out anapiciously, and it is 
now in @ flourishing condition. The Christian denomination was orgamzedl 
ut Buffalo in 1872 and in 10) « new and attractive church, 48x50 Teet, was’ 
built. Gilbert Park is the present pastor. Buffalo is aye with natural 
yas for domestic use and is horeseoping brick plant= und other wanufacturinyy 
wnterprises. ‘There are six gas and fourteen preducing oil wells in the viemity 
of the town. Boper is a pleasant village of twenty or more houses at the 
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junction af the Caney Valley an! Verdigris Valley divisions of the Missouri 
Pacific railroad, in Clifton township, and was started in 1586. A telephone 


evstem initing Bulfale, Roper Benedict and Fredonia went inte operation in 
101. : 





Fall River Township and New Albany. 


Robt. Craig, Joho Craig, Drary Lee, Thos, Rhodee and Robert Redmioad 
were the lirst active settlers m Fall River township. Redmond and Lee came 
together in (he summer of 1863, the former taking a6 a elaim what is now the 
Hickox place and the latter the farm C. B. Jackson owns and resides on. Lev 
broke some prairie sod thal season and in December moved on the claim with 
lie family, He was mordered near his cabin by unknown parties in LAb+. 
Thor, Rhodes took the claim) mew the Hall farm adjoining New Albany in 
Dovember, 1868. Both Craigs first clanned on the south side of Fall river be- 
low New Albany the summon of 1865, but John Craig afterward moved ta a 
Clin about oppose on the certh side. A man named Shepard, familiarly 
tallad “Shep,” kept a store wad traded with the Indians farther down and om 
the north sule af the river in 1863, dying there the following spring of small- 
pox. Jolm Steele and Bill Brazel sold goods for awhile in 1805-4 in the sane 
lowatity aml had a bie trade with the Lodians. Samnel Cowbest settled on 
the north bank of Pall river April 6, 1st. and the special election for county 
miticers Diuwemnber 1 was held oo his eabin. John Le Eiiett and Jolin Kndsley 
took cluime near the ette of New Albany in 1804. Geo. M, Cotingham, Thee, 
Dane and Jolin Sanders came from Tlinnis together and took claims between 
New Albany ant Twin Moonde the siminer of LAGE M. E. Wilson, from 
Crifey eannty, settled on the river neay Wilson’s ford m Anguel, 18. Tbe 
brother, W. W. Wilson, followed that Gill and claimed north of tim. A good 
many others settled in the township that year, while in 1865 a large number 
came in-and teok or bonght claims, Dr Wim. Brown. CL B. Jackson, C. W. 
Hickox, M. G. Willimme, Geo. Burrows, John Jeffers, Robt. Mooney, Win. 
Hall and .Pustus and Eliliw Fellows were among the pioneers of that your, 
Hall and Mooney arrived in July, 1805, opened a store, named the place New 
Albany, did a large business and made money, Wm, Fiske and t—Lockv 
hanted the firet goods for them in August. Mooney entered the claum on which 
New Albony is located. New Albany postallice, with Wu. Tlall as postmaster, 
was established May 2, 1866. The mai) was supplied from old Belmowt, 
Woodson county, the eost of earrying it being defraved by private subseription, 
Jackson and Hiekox set up the first saw mill en Pall river, in Wilson county, 
the spring of TREG, and about a year later put in erinding apparatus. Low 
_ were hauled te the mill a distances of ten miles. For a while in 1866 J, T, 
Thvath and A. Tucker sold goods on Fall river southweat of Fredonia. Wii, 
Me, Brown and Donnie Fitamoerrie opened a atore at Jackson & Hickox’s mill 
in 1866, Quite a town sprang up at New Albany. The Masonic lodge at New 
Albany, No. 81, A. PF. & A, ML. was instituted October 22, 1569, and amon 
the charter mewbers were Robt. Mooney, Wim. Tall, C. W. Hickox and C. B. 
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Jackson. ‘The Jodye erected a hall in 1888. Silent Temple lodge, No. 91, 1 
O, O. F., organizesl October &, 1872, with tive charter members. A Rebekah 
lodu waa organized Oetebor 14, 1854 The New Albany mills were established 
1870 by Wanver, Chase & Co., and hought by Robt, Mooney the next year, In 
TS7TY-80 the mul wae ceoopstructed and a dain put in ata cost of $6,000, New 
Albany Buptiet church was organized June 2, L866, and chartered April 21, 
Ls33, liv Geo. W. Teter, Robt. Mooney, J. lL, Toepfer, Wim. Gaines and G, 
Whiteside. First pastor, Wm. W. Palmer Uhe Christian church was organiz- 
od three miles northwest and called Mount Zion, but about 1878 it was reor- 
canized at New Albany and » chureh bailt in 1890. The M. E. church was 
formed in 1870 with about thirty members, reorganized in 1878 as MeCabe 
chapel; church building completed in 1888. ‘The Presbyterian churel organis- 
mi! June 24, TX805 first pastor, dS, MeChimg; ehureh building ereeted tall of 
Ist) and dedicated February 24. 1806, New Albany sehoul district No. 9, 
wae orgoniged July 7, 1806: Rachel BE. Craig probably the first teacher, ‘The 
hyo-story brick school honse was erecto] in 1882 anid cost $3,000, Tho nig 
of April 15, 1876, the tron safe in Hall & Mooney’s store was blown open iy 
burglars and robbed of $1,000 of $1,000, most of the money belonging to Myr. 
Mooney, Vall River township wae divided into two voting preeincts in Oc- 
lober, 187%, ‘The New Albany bridge across Fall viver was constracted in 
18}? aia cost of $4,900, dnd the bridge ut Johnson's ford completed in 108, 
cosh Bl ,SO, 


Cedar Township and Altoona. 


Cedar township, which originally embraced the southeast quarter of the 
county, was created March 2, 1867. The first election held was the annual 
township election in April following, the voting bemg done at John A. Bean's 
house, afterward Verdi. The first known settlers were J. W. Shawver. u Mer. 
Couper and the latter's son, James Cooper, all of whom took claims on the 
Verdigris hard by the Big Trail of the Osages. Shawver's ford perpetuates 
the name of Shawver and indicates the site of hig sultloment, His clatin is 
now the farm and home of A. J. Burninll. BR. Jd. Webster tool a claim weer of 
the present site of Altoonm in 1805, ‘The Osages would not permit hiin tw 
settle or improve it, but in Deeember, L806, Mes, Webster located on the same 
claim, her hosband finally preompting it. Lake Brook ventured down the 
Verdigris to the mouth of Cedar creek in October, 1865, while the Indians were 
off on their fall hunt, built and moved orto a cabin aod prepared to make 
other improvements. This was further down that river in Wilson county than 
any white man had gone, Though the Indians had jnst signed the Canville 
treaty, they geve Brooks his walking papers. In November, 1866, hos. 
(iedds settled where Altoona stands und deeded the claim. James Hamblin 
lovate) newr him at the same time. Matthew Hawkes, Riek Stafford, Henry 
Brown, (alias Duteh Henry) and many others took claims the winter of 
1866-7. The Hawkes claim is now J. H. Watsen’s. <A. Pollock took a claim 
in the spring of 1867 which hecame a part of Altoonn. Asa Belote, Mr. Bal- 
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linger, W. RR. Shoup and Jake Pernwaldt, camo in that year. J. A. Beam anil 
three eons settled at Verdi in the winter of 186-7 and G, W. Hatler took a 
claim on the west side of the Verdigris the spring of 1867, Beam, upon locat- 
ing, began preparations to patina water mill, Tonsa was the name of a store 
al Shawver’s ford run by BE. K. Parris and A. Tueker from April till Decem- 
her, 1807. Parris moved the stock to Verdi and there resumed business 
Vert piostotiice was established Fobruary 5, 1868, with Parris as posimoster. 
In 1870 Vordi bad about a dozen houses and in May. 1869, hed reveived 
seventy-five votes for cownty seat, Altoona was started in 1869; he settlers 
had previously heen calling if Geildesburg, Dr. ‘TL F.C. Dodd was president 
and J, N. D. Brown secretary of the Altoona town company, Dodd wae the 
litet pluysician to locate in the lown and he is still there, Spencer Bros., from 
Lyon county, set up a saw iil) at Altoona the summer of 1850 but could noc 
turn oul limber we fast ae wanted, They erect a water power flouring and 
grist mall in 1870-1. Geo, Schultz and Jolm Hoopes sold groceries under 
lie on the Verdiyrie near the saw mill in 1869, being the firet merchants. W, 
H. Tatham opened » store iv the town proper the fall of 1869, He liter ad- 
vertised his business by blowing a horn, to the diswust of the town paper in 
whieh he would not lity space. Ta 1870 Altoona grew rapidly, probably sixty- 
five stores and hones were built, making wu good town, The town company: 
hwe-colitin advertisement in the Altoom Tnion contained the striking tead- 
lines: “Ho for Alboona, the future county seat of Wilson county!’ A post- 
alee was establishal April 11, 1870, (Pacts about railroad bond voting amd 
huilding will be found iw another chapter.) The firet school was taught in 
vw ¢abin on the bank of the Verdigris in LX60 by Hannah Mite (Tueker). The 
firat Sunday school was organize! ae a union school at the house of A. Pollock, 
but was tlinerant; sometimes held ot the saw mil with lows for seats; prol- 
ably in TRG. The Moethedist ehurel was organized in 1870 by Sheldon 
Parker at the house of A. Pollock and in 1887 the present church building was 
completed The Congregational church orgawization was inetituted in 1A71; 
liret preacher, Geo, A. Beckwith, of Newdesha, A chureh building wae ereoted 
in IS79 and H. A. Brundige is the present pastor, The Adventist denomina- 
tien was organiged here in 1880 and in TS897-8 a church built. A substantial 
brick building was erected in 1872 for a sehoothouse, but in 1887 a finer 
brick one, with four rooms and costing $5,000, was constructed and in 1888 
accupied, Wim, Cowgill Lodge, No, 118, A, FL & A. ML, organize! in 1872; 
lodge room burned IS7> present hall built 1884 A lodge of 1. O, O. PL was 
organived prior lo 187) and after suspension or dormancy whe reorganiaed in 
1805, ‘The Modern Woodinen of Amevica organived in Octoher, 1889. They 
own the hall in which they meet. Unity Camp, Roval Neighbors, was ineti- 
tuted May 26, 1896, with 30 inembers. A Rebekah lodge was organized in 
October, 1897: Order of Knstern Star, May, 101; Knights and Lashes of 
Seenrity, June. 1895. Sanday night, March 21, 1897, the city building, which 
had cost $6,000, C. A. Stafford’s general store and Dr. Dood’s dyug store, were 
destroyed by fire. the loss aggregating about $11,000, The Verdigris river 
bridge wae built in 1597. ‘The Citizens’ Bank was organised July 20, 188d. 
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Altoona and a Jarge part of Cedar township is in Che wae und vil field. The 
people of the town are burning naturnl wae in their homes and feel that their 
advantages and blessings are manifold. 


Guilford Township and Benedict. 


Uelober 5, 1868. Groilfoyd township was (lefined and ereated, being ereeted 
ontirely ont of Oliften township. Lewis F, Davis. from Lowa. wus the first 
seliler, locating In 7858 on the Verdiyris just west of the present town of Ben- 
wlict, and was then lower dow the river than any other settler. In 1869 Muses 
Davis, a brother, settled adjoining him. John Cirele and Alex. Elder came ia 
the same year. The Dayis brothers returned te Towa in 1860 on aceount of the 
coot drouth with 1 head of cattle and 150 hogs, to winter the came. "They 
came beck to the Verligris in 1861. John Carter was onv of the early settlers. 
In 1861 John G, Winebright loeated in the Davis neighborhood. May of that 
your J. 7, Gunby had a log cabin almost completed on the west side of the 
rivey north of the eile of Guilford, intending to move in, but the Indians 
burned it and Gunby then settled up on Buffalo ereek. Tn 1865, the war ter- 
minating and « treaty having been made with the Indians that fall, many set- 
Hers cnie in, all pouneing on bettom claims. The tide of dumigration flawed 
stronger the ensuing year and every available valley claun had an ocenpant, 
Win, Sutton settled on Sutton branch not later than 1865, TT. C. and S$. M. 
Singleton located in TS67 and & S. Benedict and Frank Farwell in 1868, 
Alex Shawver, H. T. Ameden, Wm. Ball and others took claims prior to or 
(uring TSS, Andrew Akin and sons, Carlos G. and Chas M., settled in the 
fall al 1867 and soon set op» sawinill where the townsite of Guilford was next 
located and a postotfice established, thi latter July 28, 1868, with the elder 
Akin poatiaster. The Verdigris river was damined and the Akin flonrmy mill 
eonstrucled in 1870. The Osage Indians had a graveyard at Singleton’s ford, 
on the east bank of the Verdigris, in early days. Sum'l Morse opened a store 
at Guilford on the weat side in LAG, and Luke Brook promoted one on the east 
side in R70. In addition, Guilford had that year u law office, doctor's office, 
printing ottiee, shoe shop, blacksmith shop and a snake antidote resort. In 
Hetoher, 1872, Constable A. G, Lowman was killed in Guilford by Alonzo Snoul- 
grass. Tn 1886 the Missouri Pacitie and Santa Fe railroads were constracted 
through Guilford township, and at their intersection the town of Benediet was 
surveyed in May, 1886. The town started most pronniathiiy ind now has 
vight or ten stores and shops, hotel, livery stable, beautiful residimees, com- 
fartahle vollages and ite people are supplied with natural gas for heating mid 
lighting. The town (as piped in 1898 for gas from welle close by. Also, Ren- 
odict is al the eastern connecting point of the Verdigris valley branch of the 
Santi Fe railroad, giving the place three railroads. Substantial iron bridyes 
were built over the Verdigris river at Bonedict and Guilford in 1887, #10,000 
in township bonds haying been yoted to construct them. The Wileon county 
old settlers’ soviely was organized at Benedict Sept. 8, 1897. Lone Elm lodge, 
M. W. A., and the Fraternal Aid are insurance orders, Notice of change of the 
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voting pluvce in Guilford township from Guilford to Benedieh wae given in 
Oetober, 1886, A two etory brick school house was erected] in L887 at a cust of 
$1.000 and a graded school of three departments is maintain! A frame 
church of fair dimensions was built by the Christian denomination ahout TASC, 
John Knaus put up the firet hotel, opening it for husiness Angust 1, 1886. He 
also acted as avent for the town company in the dispoeition of lots. 


Chetopa Township. 


This township was created by dividing Cedar township, the eaet half of 
the latter composig the new townstip, Johmw Wooluian petitioned for the 
change and it wie granted dunuary #, 1870. The fest election was beld at the 
lomw of De. G. O, Beam, on Chetopa ereek, April 6. 1870. The test settler 
in the township was E. Babeeck, who tank a claim on South Chetopa creek and 
lated Nov. 40, 1865. After him came CL Dixon, N. J. Woodard, KR. Rich- 
ards, by Wood, G. Qualls, G. Oliver, Z Martine, Wo Oshorn and L. Wyriek, 
Lut all left by order of a equad of Osage Indians, Wyrick’s cabin being burned. 
They returned to their claims in Oetoher, 1806, W, Oshorn was the first white 
nan 1) break sod in the township, the spring of 1846, Sheldon Parker held 
the first rehgious services in the township, mn L866, at the house of J, Connell, 
on North Chetopa. Between the two Chetopa creeks was an Indian burying 
vratind, in which have heen found implements of war, medals and cooking 
utensils interred with the deceased alwrigine, “The graves were generally digg 
about 18 loches deep, then walled wp with stones or poles and covererl| over with 
the sane materials, the position of the corpse being a sitting posture, facing 
jhe rising sun.” General W. T, Sherman once said “a good Indian isa dead 
Indian.” The Osages did some erop planting on Chetopa creek. In 1866 thoy 
raised their final erop of rowsting ears, beans and watermelons and soon the 
frame work of their wigwames was leveled by the haud of the resistless and 
iconiclastic pale-face. ‘The imuigration lide of L86)-70 absorbed all the land 
worth entering or imuproving. ‘The Memphic & Northwestern railroad, to 
which company bonds had been voted the year before, was graded through the 
township in 1873, but the ruad was never completed, Along Chetopa creck 
in this township are coal umes that have been worked at times lo quite an ex- 
tent and have afforded fucl to many people since the country was settled. 





Pleasant Valley Township. 


Jas. A, Smith filed a petition with 50 signatures asking for the creation of 
# oew municipal township, January 4, 1870, which the commissioners granted. 
Ite territory had been the east half of Guilford township. It was named 
Pleasant Valley, area zix by eight miles, and Clarke postoflice was designated 
the voting place. The first election was held April 5, 1870, being the date of 
the regular annual township election. he firet white man to settle in the 
township was Alex Doll, who located a elaim and built a small cabin on the 
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north bank of Cedar ereek, in the spring of 1866. On June 25, 1868, Geo. F. 
Houghton, and the same spring Jas. B, Ditmars, took claims two miles from 
Doll’s and became the next settlers after him, Krank Bacon and “Doe Liv- 
ingston took claims and pastired a herd of Texas cattle in the valley, the 
sunimier of 1868. The spring and sunumer of 1869 brought Ezra and Wesley 
Averill, W. 8. Thom and others, A. Long, that year, settled in the south puet 
of the township with a family of 22, and H. D. Ward located a claim in the 
fall In 1870 people flocked into this fair and fertile townzhip and ere thu 
year expired every desirable elaim afforded a log eabin, board shanty or tent 
to serve the purpose of human habitation and lo guarantee “posseasion.”’ ‘The 
first postotticw, Clarke, with the pioneer settler, Alex. Doll, as postmastur, wits 
established September 20, 1869, The spring of 1870 Wm. A. Hall opened « 
aniall stare on his claim, calling it Mound Springs. That was the first store 
ti the township. In 1877 the Camberland Presbyterians erected a substantial 
Frame church nett the venter of the township. High Prairie M. FE. churel 
was ereeted im L882. The township never votal bonds to bub one railroad 
eommpany—the Fort Seotl, New Chicago & Fredonia, in 1871—but the road 
was not built, On May 9, 1590, 1 evelone passed through the townslhiup. de- 
stroving a nuaber of buildings and killing two persone, Mrs. FL W. Glidden 
and Raymond Wiltse. A township hall was erected in Oetober, 1899. A tel- 
apn line wile vonstroetedl through the township in 1902, conneeting Altoona 
And \ Lvs. 


— 


Colfax Township. 


Out of the vast end op lal! of Clifton townslip, July 24, 1870, the eounty 
commissioners created Colfax township. The first election (special) was held 
September Sth, at the residenee of Chas. M. Shirley, and the pereons eloeber! 
were Lre A. Cain, trustee: Gustavus McFadden, treasurer: Silas R. MeFar- 
land, clerk: Jos. Blanchard and Sam‘! Martin, justices: H, A. Gaskill and J. 
F. York, coustables. Several settlers took claims on the territory that included 
Colfax township in 1868, George Brown among the number, and in 1869 more 
elaim-sekers came in. In 1870 the township was taken by storm by those 
hunting homes. ‘The month of May thirty arrived ina single day, The prawie 
was dotted with covered wayons, many families living in them until houses or 
shanties could be pat up. A large volony of Swedes settled on and near Village 
and Seattor crevks, They have made that. localily bloom and prosper. The firat 
postofice in the township was Burdgeville, established March 31, 1882, with 
Henry Burdge as postmaster. The Santa Ke railroad was operated through 
the township in 1886, und after Vilas station was located several houses and a 
store or two were built. 1t has been steadily growing and now has a camp of 
MW. A., whieh order owns a hall; a successful co-operative skimming etation : 
a Lutheran chureh, and other inatitutions. Vilas is at the door if not tn the 
midst ef a splendid gas fleld and the strongest gas well in the county is about 


120 IISTORY OF WILSON UOUN'TY, KANSAB. 


ihr iniles northeast, ou the Newt. Smith farm, in Colfax township, Rest, 
in the southwest corner of the township, had an identity before the construc- 
tion of the Santa Fe railroad and is a trading point with several stores and 
shops, a number of residences and a G. A, R. hall. Both Rest and Vilas have 
telephone connieetion with other tawns, 


—__ ae 


Talleyrand Township. 


This township was taken off ae west ond of Neodesha township April %, 
1671, amd at a sperial election held April 15th the following tiret township 
itfieors were elected: ToT, Munson and 8, M. Stansbury, justices; E. Doane 
toil Isaac Millard, constables; A, C, Johnston, trustees Hd. Steele, treasurer ; 
J. W. Paulen, clerk. Among the first settlers in the township who locuted ju 
[kG were S. M. Stansbury. Ivy Stafford. Win. Tibbetts, Josiah Stansbury, and 
4%, J, TL and Mary Dunn, all taking ¢luims on Fall river. The first marriage 
in the township was that of Wm. Tibbetts and Eliza Henry, October, 186, 
and the first ehild burn was a son lo Jonathan and June Cox, in the Oxbow 
bend, 1860. The claims along Fall river were all taken by the close of 180% 
aid trumigrants then turned te the upland. Not a quarter seelion considered 
\yarth the yovernment price remained melaimed at the end of 1871, The town 
of Lafontaine had its bexinning in L879, when, on March t4th, a postollice was 
vstublished., A store was opened, follawed in due time by others, and rich 
lands, a vo ahead farming community und distance from other points hespoke 
a suitable location for a good country trading place. In 188 the Missours 
Pacific railroud ran to Lafontaine and from that time forward ifs proapects 
were ussured. Tt hae since be regularly growing and is today a prosperous 
business and residence town and an moportant shipping station, with a bright 
future owtlined. The principal lines of mercantile business are well represent- 
wd. The town includes about 10 storce and residences and prohahly 150 people, 
a graded school ¢mploving three teachers in a two-story school building of four 
rooms that coat above 42,000: a Methodiet church, erected m 1892 at a cost of 
81,700. with a mémbership of 50; a new Christian church completed this year 
at an expense of $2,500; a camp of the Modern Woodmen of America, No. 
4598, with a beneticiary membership of G8 and 10 social members, and a lodgn 
of the 1. O. O; FL, No. 466. The Odd Fellows organized September 21, 1895, 
with thirteen charter members; now have upwards of sixty members, and in 
1895, expended 8800 in building a hall. It is one of the best working and 
most suceessful lodges of any order in the county. In the forenoon of May 23, 
18%, a tornado swept through Talleyrand township doing great damage w 
crops and farm bnildings. Striking Lafontaine, it destroyed a Christian 
church, schoolhouse and livery stable, badly wrecked other buildings, and 
seriously injured several people. In the spring of 1902 a co-operative tele- 
-phone company was formed and Lafontaine became a member of the Wilsoo 
county tmutaal “hello” assomiation. 
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Duck CreeK Township. 


Created April 3, 1871, being erected out of Fall River township. Speciul 
election April 15, held at H, A. Garnur’s store, and fifty votes were cast, with 
following persons chosen: Geo. C. Reed, trustee; H. P. Bromagen, clerk: O, 
Gratrel, treasurer; H. H. Garner and C. M. Chase, justices; J. Mallatt and 
W. L. Metinnis, constables; Amos Adkinson, road overseer, First settler, 
Caleb P. Stockwell, who located Nov. 18, 1868. In 1869 Peter Welch, Thos. 
Moons, Q. Garner, Joel Anderaon, Jerry Ridenour, Wm. Fitch, TW. H. Garner 
and Gee. C. Reed moved in and tool: elaims on Duck creek. A few of the 
settlers arriving in i877) were J. W. Moulton, Geo, Bagley, Wm. Watkins, 
reson Olinger, Jonathwi Spellinatt, CL Meyer, A. Schroder, Wim. Mallatt, the 
Gilbert Brothera und Amoe Adkinson. [In 1871 the immigration continued 
and all available good claime taken. Mary Stockwell was born May 8, 1865— 
the first native. I. IL Jones preached the first sermon in the township pn 
Christmas, 1870, TL. TL Garner opened a store on his claim in the fall of 1870 
and secured the establishing of Jurett postoffice April 5, 1871, receiving the 
appointinent of postmaster. In April, 1871, W. T. Butcher opened a store in 
his house ‘The Santa Fe railroad was built through the township in the fail 
of 1886 and Buxton station vetablished, at the site of which the Arkaness 
Valley Town and Land Co. laid off several blocks of lots fora town. In May, 
1887, Jurett postotiice wae moved to the railroad and its name changed to 
Kuxton, A. F. Sharp has been conducting a business at Buxton for many 
years and also served as postmaster, railroad and express agent. Buyton 1s 
the mast important hay shipping station in the county. It has two or three 
atores and a Christian clvarch, built in 1890-1, dedicated October 26, 1893, by 
J. Bausernian, and costing 8700. Tt was organized August 18, 1890, with 55 
mombers, The Baptists formed a society May 5, 1901, with 24 members and 
held services in the Christian church, Buxton Camp No. 6316, M. W. A., was 
organized March 30, 1899, with twenty-one charter members, An A. IT. T. 
A. lodge, No. 21, was chartered November 22, 1890; now has twenty-two 
Inembers, 


Newark Township. 


Newark township was carved out of the cast ond of Neodesha township 
at the April (1871) meeting of the county commissioners, Fifty odd voter 
were polled at the first (special) election held on the 15th of that month, when 
the officers elected’ were Thos. Campbell, trustee; J. W, Mack and P. 8. Booth, 
justices: B. F. Tuttle, treasurer: Julius Austin, clerk; E, Kindle and 
Barber, constables. First settler, Meter Michaele, who loeated on Dry Creek 
in 1866, David Leseo took a claim near Michaels in 1867, Others who came 
in 1867 were Sylyester George, Felix Williams, Wm, R. Johnson and John 
Hemperly. Claims on the Ceded land (about one-half the townalip lay within 
the ceded portion of the Osage reservation) which were believed to not helong 
to the railroad company were about all taken in 1868. Robt. Whitaker, B. ¥. 
Tuttle, Alf Shepard and others settled in the spring of 1862. No good claims 
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were yacant by the end of 1870. A man named Davore opened a trading post 
on Dry ercek early in 1868, hut soon sold ont to Bettis & Hefley. Viets & 
Barber, in the winter of 1870-1. had a store at Newark postottice, which was 
established Deceinber 4, 1870, with Byron Beits as postmaster. Brooks station 
anc postoffice were established in L880. Newark township is a rich natural gas 
field, and from its welle the city of Parsons is supplied, 


Prairie Township. - 


Prairiw townehip was created July 9, 1872, was formed ont of Center, 
Groilford and Verdigria townships ond is five by six miles. The first election 
was held August 8 af the schoolhouse in District No. 72 and that has ever 
zince been fhe voting place. At that special clection thirty-six yotes were 
polled and the following persons chosen: Geo. L. Polson, trustee; L, ()- 
Hobbs, clerk: Wd TL Bailey, treasurer; Samuel Hill and J. W. Walker, jus- 
tices. Geo. Bowman, Edward Davis and Samuel Hill were the first settlers, 
Bowman and Hill located, in 1866 and Davig in 1867. The township was all 
settled up by midsummer, 1870. 


Webster Township. 


Webster is the newest township in the county. The petition asking for its 
creation was wranted Oelobir 14, 1890, The officers appointed by the county 
comunissioners were, I, M. Hickman, trustee; J. W. Spillman, treasurer: Amrit 
_ Lawrence, clerk; Wes. Clinesmith and Wm. Claiborne,. constables. Governor 
Miuwnphrey appointerl as justices F. 8. Sellers and Burr Murdock. Webster 
was formed by taking two miles off the west side of Clifton and three off the 
east side of Verdigris, and the chief object in its formation was to enable the 
puple of thet territery to vote bonds and seeare a bridge weross the Verdigris 
river. The bridge, an iron structure, was built in 1895 at a cost.of $3,000. 
The firet settlers of this township appear as such in the townships of Verdigris 
or Clifton, Middleton postoliiee was established in 1873 and a store haa sinue 
heen kept there. An exciting and memorable event in the early history of 
Wilson county was the examination of three men on charges or suspicion of 
horse stealing, on Big Sandy creek, in Muay, 1866, on territery now embraced 
in Webster township. The proceeding was considered quasi legal, O. Sumner, 
f justice of the peace of Verdigris snipe) acting as magistrate. The as- 
swmbled gathering constituted the jury, and by « large majority the three pris- 
oners were decreed guilty, ballote being deposited in a hat by all present wish- 
ing to vote. The justice ordered the prisoners taken to jail at Neosho Falla to 
await trial. While the officer was conveying them fo his home near by after 
night a mob forcibly took them from him, at a spot higher up Sandy ereek 
than the place at. which the examination was held, and all three were hung on 
a jackouk tree or trees. This occurred May 26, 1866, and the men hung were 
Urias Long, John House and Wm. Jones. A short time before, a mile north 
of Coyville, Hale Kulp had been hung. A vigilance committee existed in that 
locality. 
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